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THE GLORY OF THE 
COMMON PRIESTHOOD 

By Roy loNEY 

"Ye also as lively slones are built up a 
spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to otter 
up spir itual sacrLftces acceptable to God by 
Jesu8 Christ" (1 Peter 
2: 5). In this verse the 
apostle was not writing 
to a select. exclusive 
class In the church, nor 
to an exalted caste set 
apart by some cOlortul 
ceremony Lo be above 
all others. but to all 
who are the humble 
children or God by faith 
In Christ Jesus, and 
who, by their obedience 
unto the gospel, had become "kings and 
priests unto God" (Rev. 1: 6). 

The greatest spiritual exaltation and glory 
one can enjoy In tbls lite Is to be In the 
common priesthood or all believers, where 
there Is neither Jew nor Greek, bond or tree, 
male or female, but all are on nn equality 
before God, as cbtldren of the same Father. 

Christ bas been exalted above all creatures 
in heaven or on earth (Col. 1: 16-18) and to 
Him every knee should bow and every 
tongue should confess that He Is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father. But his pre
eminence Is not one of outward show, pomp 
and circumstance. or of glittering ceremony. 
tor He Is meek and lowly In heart. and His 
love and mercy reaches to the lowliest ot 
Adam's children. His exaltaUon 16 In the 
authority and power of His gospel which can 
reach down Into the muck and mire of sin 
and rescue the vilest. and most depraved or 
earth 's sln-eursed creatures, to cleanse and 
purity them and set them in heavenly places 
as the beloved children of our heavenly 
Father. Under His sheltering wings can be 
found those of every kindred, tribe ant! 
tongue. and they all are on equaUty before 
Him who Is no respecter of persons. 

No trait of human nature has done more 
to enslave and degrade the ma88es than the 
carnal desire for personal J)Ower and exalt~ 
tion. The rights and Uberties are Ignored 
In the cruel seHlah struggle to get to the top. 
The Caesars. Napoleons and Hillers have 
enjoyed their little days ot glory and J)Ower 
at the price of mlllions of Uves. The widowed 
wives, tat.herle88 children and devastated 
clties, all bear mute t.estlmony to man's In· 
human greed and lust for power, 

It would seem that In the religious realm 
where man Is supposed to be under the In· 
ftuence of the love of the gracious Fatber, 
all would be content to be great only through 
service, kindness and love. The example ot 
Him who "came not to be ministered unto 
but to minister, and to give his lite a ran· 
sam tor all," should be the focal center ot 
all our ambitions and Ideals. But such is 
often not the case. Those who wish to be of 
"reputation" wtll never cease their st.ruggles 
for pre-eminence until they can rule over all 
others. 

He who made ot one blood all races ot 
men has enacted and sponsored no laws 
that segregate his children Into classes. The 
modern distinction between clergy and laity 
Is at men and not of God. God's law pro
vides that there sball be evangelists, elders 
and deacons, each with a distinctive work 
to perform in turtherance of the gospel, but 
these are of the "common people" and QC. 

cu"y no ecclesiastical offices wIth great 
emoluments ot earthly honor and power. 
The training required to Quality for their 
work demands no specialized schooling, nor 
degree from a theological seminary, but 
only a vibrant faith tn Christ, a pure lite, 
and a working knowledge of Ood's Word. 
They wear no stitt collars, gorgeous vest· 
ments or flowing robes to distinguish them, 
but are all required to be subject one to 
another in love. 

Under the J ewish law, Aaron and his sons 
were set apart tor the royal priesthood (Exo. 
28: 1). They became a separate class, be
decked wIth mitred crowns Rnd clothed with 
varicolored robes and embroidered coats "re
splendent as the morning and bright as the 
day," They had a specialized work which 
no others could do, and material emoluments 
of tithes and oITeringa whlcb provided them 
a plenitude of comfort and tood. In that 
holy temple where they ministered were 
many sacred articles which only the priests 
and Levlles could touch. The priests and 
people were as tar apart 8S kings and their 
subjects. No one who was not ot Aaron's 
seed could ever hope -to mlnist.er as a priest 
of God. The wall between people and priests 
was Insurmountable and perpetual: But this 
was a temporary and typical arrangement 
to foreshadow a better priesthood under a 
better covenant, where all In that spiritual 
temple 1I0t m.we with hand., may otler "the 
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sacrlftce of praise to God continually. the 
truit of our lIps, giving thanks unto Rls 
name." 

Men with carnal minds and ambitious 
hearts have cOl'rupted the simplicity ot this 
J)riesthood. They have mistaken the shadow 
tor the substance, subsUtut.ed the typical 
ror the spiritual realities, and the priesthood 
of all believers has been changed Into a 
prIesthood at a special class, set apart trom 
the "laity," The "Man ot Sin" who exalted 
himself above all Ulal Is called God, has his 
counteTJmrt In thousands ot amblUous prlest
lings who desire pre-eminence above all 
others and have arrogated to themselves 
honors and prerogatives nowhere mentioned 
in the gospel. The Catholic priests with 
their special garb, their gorgeous robes and 
"heavenly callings" are no more out ot har· 
mony with the simplicity of the gospel than 
are the Protestant "Ministers" with tbeir 
specialized theologi~l training and public 
ordinations as a special class. \Vlthoul these 
prlestltngs no one can be baptized, observe 
the communion service, or be received Into 
the church. The pulpit must be occupied or 
there can be no worship. Thus these men 
stand between the worshipper and his God. 
The teaching that requires a priest or or· 
dailled clergyman over t.he I)eople has been 
the greatest hindrance to the spread ot the 
gospel since apostOliC Urnes. These apostate 
"riests assume that they alone are compe
tent to teach the word at God, and through 
covetousness they make merchandise ot the 
souls at men. Their major work is minister· 
ing to those whom they call the sa\'ed, 
ratber Ulan seeking the lost In lite's byways. 

The chUrches of Christ ore not tree trom 
this delusive snare. There bns grown up 
among us a SI)ecial class of preachers called 
"Ministers" who are telt to be an essential 
need at every congregaUon no matter how 
many elders It may have. These "Ministers" 
must have special training to fit them tor 
their work, 80 they are sent to a "BIble" (1) 
College to be trained tor "the ministry." 
Few Indeed nre the preachers today who 
can get "locaUons" without. a diploma tram 
one of these "preac.her tactories." In adver· 
tislng themselves their academic training Is 
always mentioned without reference to splri· 
tual fit.ness, as tbe highest Quallftcatton. And 
wben be is hired (at a princely salary) be 
becomes "Mr. BIg" In the congregation. In 
all ot their advertisements and announce
ments his name flies at the masthead. Be 
occupies the uppermost seat In the syna
gogue, and the bl'oad phylacteries ot hie 
el'udltion proclaim atar ofT the holy nature 
of his bigh cautng. It he goes on vacaUoQ 
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ond there Is no other "Mlntater" to take his 
place the pulpit is not occupied and the ser
vices must of neceulty be shortened. The 
members 8re orrered no incenUve to study 
the word In order to speak unto edification, 
tor there can be no worthwhile edlftcatlon 
except by the ":MInister." This Is apostasy 
rank and vile! The common priesthood of 
al1 believers wbo can all admonish the church 
and speak unto editlcatlon has been usurped 
by the "Big 1\1" Minister and he Is the only 
edlfler. \Vhat a corrupUon of God's plan. 
Brethren, we have drltted ! 

Recently I sat in a great audience of 
&everal hundred and watched the common 
priesthood at believers at work in an Im
pressive demonstration ot consecration and 
zeal. Many dltrerent young men addressed 
that audience with words of truth and 
soberness. A dozen speeches were made by 
young men ranging In age from sixteen and 
upward. Each waa edifying, stimulating 
and encouraging. It was one of the ricbest 
experiences of my lite and a wonderful 
demonstration of the emclency and effective
ness ot God's divine plan for the priesthood 
of all believers. 

MISSION MESSENGER 

In America, one of the most Inspiring 
claims we have ever made Is tbat It Is DO&
sible tor any boy born here to reach the 
Presidency. In lhe kingdom of God, we 
should hold out the promise to every young 
man that he can become a reat worker for 
t he Lord, and aa a priest of Christ, can teach 
God's Word to both saJnt and sinner for 
their enlightenment and spiritual Improve
ment. I have four sons, alt faithful members 
ot the church. As rar as 1 know, not a one 
hns personal ambitions to become a preacher, 
but they all enjoy taking an acUve part In 
the ))ubllc services of the Church, and can 
sing. pray and preside at the Lord's Table 
with humility and dignity. This 18 likewise 
true or all the other young men In this home 
congregation. Seldom Is a preacher present, 
but always 80me brother Is prepared to give 
an Inspiring lesson from that Grand Book. 
which Is able to make wise unto salvation. 
This Is God's plan! This is what we mean 
by the "priesthood of all believers." The 
Inventions and religious devices ot men 
bring only apostasy, strite and division. 
"Let U8 conow after the things which make 
tor peace, and things whereby we may edlty." 

ISSUES " 
By V ERNON W. H URST 

A tew months ago a compl1mentary copy 
of a book bearing the above title waa sent 
to me by the autbor, W . ,v. Otey, of Belte 
Plaine, Kansas. It con
siats of ten chapters 
and covers, In all. a 
hun d red and thirty
seven pages. An Idea ot 
the subject malter, trom 
which tbe tit 1 e was 
drawn, may be had from 
the cbapter beadings: 

I. Science and the 
Bible. II. The Church 
and Ita Mlblon, llI. Cen
tralized Con t r 0 I, IV. 
Dible CoJleges, V. The Pattern of Apostasy. 
VI. Jerusalem and Memphis, VII. A Page 
from History, VIII. The Right or Opinion, 
IX. The Right to Legislate, X. Letter to 
Young Preachers. 

The book waa published by Firm Founda
lion Publishing House, and Is copyrighted 
by Brother Otey. It bears an introduction 
by Fanning Yater Tant who recommends the 
book tor caretul study, Bnd who highly com
mends the author tor hla "calm restraint 
ond dignity" in dealing with subject-matter 
at such a nature. With thle I tully agree. 
As a testimony to the hlgb regard in which 
Brother Otey's friends bold him, the book 
has enjoyed wide circulatton. He stated to 
me in a letter, dated June 18, that the book 
had enjoyed un))recedented acceptance. 1·lere 
Is his statement In that connection : 

"Very tew ha\'e found fault wlth It's con-

tents. It bas been accorded the most wide
spread and unstlnted commendation ot any 
other book In the brotherhood, tor more 
than fifty years." 

I fully subscribe to Brother Tant's recom
mendation that the book 18 worthy or eare
ful study. Brother Otey'a kindly but serious 
manner In handling matters at controversy 
leaves little to be desired. He points out 
that In yeara gone by, more love and leas 
vitriol between those who represented op
posing aides ot controverted Issues might 
have prevented tbe situation with which we 
are now confronted. 

Yet Brother Otey Is not an apostle of 
"peace at any price." His statement, as re
corded on page 63, reveals him 8S a believer 
In free diSCUSSion, but In a 8plrlt ot dignity 
and love. I can but echo, Amen! Here Is 
his statement: 

"We should contend strongly tor what we 
believe to be right, and retute, if we can, 
what we beHeve to be error. But we should 
maintain that honor and dignity which the 
gospel requires." 

My ftrst Impression upon reading "LIVING 
I SUES" was one ot admiration tor Its 
author. an old veteran In the Master's ser
vice who dared to speak his convictions on 
matters ot such a bighly controverted na
ture. Succeeding readings have only con
firmed that, but they have also lett me with 
n deep conviction Ulat Brother Otey's book 
Is onc of the most shocking t have ever read. 

It is shocking. first of nil, because it re
veals So clearly In some circles or the broth-

erhood at least. a well-defined tendency to
ward a headlong plunge Into sectarianIsm. 
That this tendency Is a direct result ot the 
Inclination to rely upon organizations other 
than that ot the local congregation will be 
apJ)llrent to every unprejudiced mind study
ing "LIVING ISS UES," I recommend a 
carerul study ot Chapter 11 J. 

The book Is shocking, In the second place. 
because It demonstrates to 8uch an amazing 
degree. Just bow deadly the extra-organlza· 
tion theory really 18. 

Brother Otey's book which, but tor a very 
brier correspondence. Is Ule only contact 1 
bave had wIth him, bas completely con· 
vlnced me that he Is a man who devotedly 
loves the cause of Christ; that he Is a man 
who has, over a long and active lifetime, 
made an honest errort to serve his Lord In 
constant memory of a coming Judgment. 
Yet l·am made to tremble In contemplation 
of what the result on the future will be It 
all those who read his book accept his con
clusion. For In spite of the tact that he 
makes very clear that Bible colleges now 
control the destiny of the church, and ad
mits to a belief that they wtll eventually 
lead It away from God's Word, he admits 
to being their trlend. 

Brother Otey Is fully aware tbat the 
church Is tbe only Institution In and (hrough 
which God may be served, 8S witnessed by 
his statement on page 33 of bls book: 

"Perhaps no other New Testament prin
ciples have been so otten and ably debated, 
orally, and in print. and 80 thoroughly and 
scripturally established, and 80 generally 
a.greed on by so many preachers and writers 
8S that the local congregation is the only 
divinely authorized InsUtution or voluntary 
association in which, or through which, the 
Lord's work can be done, and that the 
church as such can not scripturally engage 
In, or carryon, secu lar work that the Lord 
ba8 not assigned to It." 

No clearer statement of fact would be 
))osslble. It completely contradicts the good 
brother's every etrort to justlty his position 
as a "friend of the colleges." For It goes 
tar beyond the bounds of reason tbat any 
man would admit to seeing in the colleges 
a POtential torce to lead the church Into 
error, to admit to a deep conv'ictlon of long 
standing that eventually they are going to 
do just that. and, after all that, admit to 
being "a friend to the colleges." 

Brother Otey treely admits that Bible 
colleges nre "human Institutions" and thus 
not the "only one authorized by God." 
Page 62: 

"Everyone admits that they (Bible Cot
leges) are human instltuttons, orlgtnated In 
the wisdom of men, managed and controlled 
by the wisdom ot men." 

Brother Otey not only admits Bible Col
leges to be Institutions other than the only 
one God authorized, but he denies stoutly 
thnt they al'e, as most of their l)rOmoters 
claim, private institutions. Hear him again : 



''It has orten been asserted that they are 
private institutions, 88 much so, tor example. 
as a hardware store, or other business enter
prise. I have wondered much, it tbose who 
make tbe statement have really tried to 
think clenl'ly." 

Hear him again as he tells us in phrases 
as clear fiS the "noonday 8un" what the col
leges are, page 66: 

"For whom does the Board hold the prop. 
erly in ll'ust? It Is not their personal prop
el'ly. The simple facls p1"ove as clearly as 
the noon·day sun that the Board holds the 
school in trust tor the church In general. 
The e1lul'ell In genel'nl contributes the money 
to build and eQuip It, and pay part ot the 
salaries or tbe teachers. Take the use or 
words as you may. yet you will tnil to find 
any other ownership Ulan lhe church in 
generaL" 

What are the colleges? Brothel' Oley's 
answer returns wilh an answer as "clear as 
the noon-day sun." They are "human iosti· 
tutions," owned by "the chUrch in general," 
yet "originated, managed and controlled by 
the wisdom of men." 

Tllose who have taken the Bible Colleges 
upon the recommendation of their supporters 
have, 1 know, been made to feel that the 
connection between church and school Is 
very remote, it such a connection even exists. 
But our venerable Brother Otey establishes 
that connection beyond Question. The church 
is the owner. 1t does not control them; they 
a"e controlled by the "wisdom of men." But 
il is the ehurch which owns and supports 
them. 

But we are made to wonder just how 1m
POI'lant they nre to the churehes suppo .·ting 
them. Just how Important is the part they 
play? Brother Otey 8ul~plies the answer. 
One which causes this writer to tremble. 
Page 74 : 

"As the schools are so will the preaehers 
be. As the preacbers are so will the church 
be. Corrupt the Bible colleges, and the 
church Is corrupt." 

Words, mere words, se m almost to tail 
au.' need for eXl)ression here. We read these 
words penned by a man who is a friend of 
the colleges, and endorsed more widely than 
any book In the brotherhood in halt a cen
lUry. We can but wonder at the deceptive 
power of this t.hlng which dares to control 
the institution commissioned by God to 
carry out His wilt upon the earth, and yet 
controls the minds of men to the point 
where they will describe Its deadly potential 
with one breath, and pay homage to it with 
the next. Were the ramparts of truth ever 
before assailed by such an insidious force'! 

Brother Otey, on pages 74 and 75, briefly 
reviews the history at schools founded to 
further religious movements. His conclu
sions, all page 76, nre as follows: 

"I think we may safely say that every 
mnn of note among us will nol only admit 
but will am I'm thnt all church schools tram 
the first till the last halt dozen among the 
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churches at Christ, became centers of cor· 
rupt teaching that flowed through preachers 
educated in the same experiment. It 1.S no 
'more titan. an experiment. If Campbell could 
not safeguard Bethany after bls passing, 
what assurance have we that men of the 
pl'esent can do more to sateguard the 
I)resent schools ?" 

Our good brother, who comes to us recom· 
mended by those who know him as a man 
who knows present dangers as few living 
men know them. shakes us to the very depth 
of our souls as he tells us what be regards 
as being the inevitable result at this terrible 
"experiment." Page 76: 

"For more than forty years 1 have given 
such schools my deepest thought. Theil' 
concern has given me many sleepless nights. 
And not for ODe hour during forty years, 
have I doubted that they will, in the end. 
go the way ot all other religious schOOls." 

We shall Dot comment on the fact that 
our brothel' comes to us as "a friend" of 
the schools about which he has taught us 
so much. We believe it will suffice to say 
that our hearts hold no iii-will toward those 
who insist on carrying on the "dangerous 
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experiment" ot perpetuating religious sebools 
-an experiment which, in the world's bls
tory, has never failed to end in disaster. 
We do not propose to follow the example 
of the moth which returns again and again 
to the deadly attraction of the flame, But 
our attitude Is one of compassion and not 
Of bitterness. For the sake of emphasiS, we 
direct these questions to "LiVING ISSUES." 

Question: What are Bible Colleges? , 
Answer: "They are human instituUons," 
QuesUon: By whom are they controlled? 
Answer: They are "managed and con-

trolled by the wisdom at men." 
Question: 'Vhat Is their relationship to 

the church? 
Answer: "Tnke the use of words as you 

may, yet you will tail to fi.nd any other 
ownership than the church in general." 

Question: What is their etrect upon the 
cburch? 

Answel': "Corrupt the school and the 
churcb Is corrupt." 

Question: What w11l the end be? 
Answer: "They will, in the end, go the 

way of all other religiOUS SChools," (Rfd. 1. 
Central Station, W. Va. 

FOR THIS WE PLEAD 
By W. CARL K ETCHERSIDE 

We plead tor eliminaUon at all bars and 
restraints :which hinder the full fellowship 
at all members of God's family. Prejudice 
is the handmaiden of 
Ignorance. It is a va· 
grant opinion without 
visible means of sup
port. God designed that 
"aU nati0l18 should fiow 
unto His house" (Isa. 
2: 2). The gospel was 
to be preached unto aU 
natiOns (1\1att. 28: 19; 
l\'lark 16: 15). Jesus 
died to break down Ule 
middle wall of partiUon 
between Jew and Genttle (Eph. 2: 14). He 
abolished natlonallstie enmity tor his fol
lowers, by his death (Eph. 2: 15). "There 
is 110 diDe-renee between the Jew and the 
Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich 
unto all tbat call upon him" (Rom. 10: 12). 
Those who create a dttrerence do so In de. 
fiance of God's Word ; those who erect a 
mental wall of I)artition in their hearts, 
undo In those hearts the work our Saviour 
died to perform. 

AU members of God's tamBy have a rigbt 
to sit at his table-at the same table! "There 
is neither J ew nor Greek, there is neither 
bond nor free; there Is neither male nor 
female: for ye are all one in Christ J esus" 
(Gal. 3: 28). The unity in the anointed 
Saviour forbids any national distinction 
(Jew or Greek); any social distinction 
(bond 01' tree); or any sexual distinction 

(male or temale). The apostle agatn says, 
"Where there Is neither Greek nor Jew, cir
cumcision nor uncircumcislon, Barbarian, 
Scythian, bond nor free, but Christ is all, 
and in all" (Col. 3: 11). Racial segregation, 
a nd narrow nationalism, cnn only be nur
tured In unregenerate hearts where selfish· 
ness, fear, and vanity crowd out Christ. 
When Christ is all and in all, these things 
must disappear. 

God who "made at one blood all nations 
ot men" (Acts 17: 26) sent His Son to die 
fOI" elll men. "He wants all men to be saved 
and to come unto the knowledge of the 
truth" (1 Timothy 2: 4). Tt Is begging the 
question to say that we may be one body 
and stilI be divided into segregated groups 
on the basis of race, color or social status. 
W'e may admit lhat there may be room In a 
city tor two, or even twenty congregaUons. 
But there is not room in God's plan, or on 
eartb, tor two churches at Christ divided by 
a color bar. The use of such terms as "col
ored Churches," "white churches," etc .. is a 
vivid testimonial to our digreSSion from the 
intent and purpose of Him who Is the Father 
of us all. Japanese. Germans, French, Th
dlans, Negroes and all who are children at 
the Lord should sit d01D-n together In heavenly 
places, for that is the way the Lord arranged. 

The churches at Christ with their plea tor 
the unity at all believers are far behind the 
Roman CathOliC and denominational churches 
In the matter of racial relationships, How 
can we achieve unity of all believers in the 
wodd, when we debar some of our own 
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brethren from sitting down at tbe table with 
U8 on the Lord's Day! Can the church eon· 
quer the world with this Satanic program 
of hate and fear which keeva brethren tar 
apart and segregated from each other? 

It Is the e88e1lce ot hypocrisy for us to 
leach our Innocent little children to sing 

"Jesus loves the little children. 
All tbe children ot the world; 

Red and yellow, black and white. 
They nre IH'eclou8 In his sight .. ," 

It we deny by OUr practice that we believe It. 
We propose tbat those who profess to love 
God exnmine their hearts La see It they dis
like "one at the least at these.· True philan
thropy 18 the test ot OUr love tor God. Pbtl
anlhropy. In a Bible sense, Is not a love tor 
friends, tor relatives, tor naUoD, tor race
but tor mankind- tlle whole world of man· 
kind! Anyone tor whom Jesus died is the 
subject of God's love and 8hould be ot mine! 

MISSION MESSENGER 

"It a man 8ay, 1 love God, and hateth his 
brother, he Is a liar: tor he that loveth not 
bls brother whom he hath seen, how can he 
love God whom he hath not seen 1" can we 
demonstrate love tor a brother and torbid 
him the privilege ot sltUng at the Lord's 
table with u.s because ot the amount ot pig· 
ment in bls akin? "My lillie chlldren, let us 
not love In word, neither In tongue; but In 
deed and In truth" (1 John 3: 18). Then 
shall Ood's house truly be caned "an bouse 
ot prayer tor all people" (Isa. 66: 7). It Is 
tor this we plead! 

(EOITOR'S NOTE: The above Is tbe fourth 
of a series under the same title. The Ideas 
set fortb represent the convlctton ot tbe 
editor, and are not to be construed to be 
lbe pOSition ot any other contributor to this 
paper, except a8 such may endorse the views 
glven. Your remarks and criticisms are 
Invited). 

BELIEVETH 
RADIO TALK BY F. WILFORD LANDES 

"For God 80 loved the world that he gave 
his only begotten Son that whosoever be
lIeveUl on him might not perish, but have 
everlasting lite." 'fhla 
is lhe verse we have 
been considering tor the 
past (our weeks. 

In the beginning of 
Ulls series, we stoted 
that this verse gives us 
lhe entire plan ot salva· 
tlon in condensed or 
abbreviated (orm. It 
shows the terms o( ac· 
ceptance In brlet, and 
as In the others. In ono 
word: believeth. Yes, this one word covers 
the terms ot acceptance or the requirements 
of obedience to J esus. 

Let us look at this wOI'd very closely and 
with an open mind. Thnyer's Greek Lexicon 
gives as n. definition : "A conviction, (ull of 
joyful trust, that Jesus is Ule Messiah-the 
divinely appointed autbor ot elernal salva· 
tion In the kingdom of God, conjoined with 
obedience to Chl'lst." 

A great many l)eOple like the first ot this 
dennltlon, u a conviction, full o( Joytul trust, 
that Jesus is the MC88lah." Too many trust 
in (alth alone, not reallzlng that James said 
the devils believe and tremble. Also, James 
informs us: "Ye see then how that by works 
n. man is jusUfled, and not by taith only" 
(James 2: 24). 

I do not believe thot a mnn Is saved by 
his works alone, but when be believes In 
God he Is willing und desirous ot obeying 
each and every commandment that the Lord 
hos given. 'Vhen a man osks me concerning 
an expre88 command ot the SaViour, "Must I 
do this or do it just as the Bible says?" 

1 am assured ot one thing, be doesn't have 
fnith In God. When be has talth. he wlll 
not let anyUllng sland In bls way to keep 
him (rom doing It. 

The definition that 1 gave you would make 
John 3: 16 mean as follows : For God so 
loved the world tbat be gave bls only be
gotten Son that whosoever obeyS his com
mandments, In obedience and In living (or 
Christ, sholl not perish but have everlasting 
life. I believe that Christ means It that 
way and that the rest of his teaching, either 
personal1y or by his New Testament writers 
gives us this thought. 

Someone wtll Immediately say, "But what 
about Eph. 2: 8·9?" Those verses read: "For 
by grace nre ye saved through taitb; and 
that not ot yourselves: It Is the gttt o( God; 
not o( works lest any man should boast." 
Tbat possage (ully agrees with Jobn 3: 16 
us I explained It. In Eph. 2: 8 we are told 
that through our taith and by tile grace o( 
God we have salvation. No Individual by 
his own ability can do enough to pay for 
the deatb ot Jesus, and abo"e all not to earn 
or merit eternal salvation. Nevertheless, 
we can't elhninate the expre88 commands 
that are given In God's word to us. This 
verse merely states tbat we follow all the 
commands to the utmoat ot our ablUty. and 
tbe grace at God Is sufficient to bridge tbe 
differences ot our ability and tbe require
ments tor eternal lite. 

We must realize that salvation is not a 
one-way street, but that as God bas dOlle 
for us, He expects us to do for blm. 

As our Saviour commanded in our text 
under conSideration that a man must be
lieve. he also has said very clearly. Luke 
13: 3, "Except ye repent, ye IIban aU like
wise perish." Do you believe that a mon 

may believe In Jesus and be saved If be taUs 
to repent ot bls Dast ungodly lite and walk 
no longer In It f 1 do nol Again our Saviour 
gave an express command wben he stated, 
Matt. 10: 32, "Whosoever therefore sball con· 
tess me betore men, blm will 1 confe88 also 
before my rather which Is in heaven. Do you 
believe tbat? Jesus said It. By what reason· 
Ing or other text can you remove it? 

Do you believe that J esus In John 3: 16 
was giving us a way to eternal lire? I do. 
00 you believe that to be saved we must 
obey the commands ot our Saviour! I do. 
Then let us listen to him as he sent the 
twelve Into the world, as recorded in Mark 
16: 16: "He lhal bellevelh and Is bapllzed 
shall be saved : but be that believeth not 
shall be damned." The same Saviour who 
spoke In John 3: 16 spoke also in Mark 
16: 16 and I believe that the two together 
give us a clearer understanding ot bls 
wishes. In tact Mark 16: 16 is explanatory 
of John 3: 16. 

I realize tbat the subject of baptism Is a 
very unpopular doctrine, but our Saviour 
and his 81)Ostles taught the subject a great 
deal. In all accounts ot conversion In the 
book ot Acts you w1ll find that It states the 
people were baptized, but It may not say 
they believed. repented or conte88ed Jesus, 
but we realize and understand that they did . 
r otten think that tbe requirement ot bap· 
tlsm Is stressed 80 much, because God real· 
Ized that men would endeavor to supplant it. 

I believe that the New Teatament teaches 
tor one to enter on the strait and narrow 
way that leads to eternal lite. he must be
lieve in Jesus, repent ot his SI08, contess 
Jesus before men and be burled In t.he water 
ot baptism with him. I also believe tbat 
bavlng entered that etrait and narrow way. 
he must keep In It and conlinue to tollow 
the commands ot the Savlour. Only then 
docs he have eternal Jlte. 

ZERR COMMENTARY 
We need tbe orders of tile brethren for S 

or more copies ot tbe next volume ot the 
New Testament Commentary, scheduled tor 
publication next year. It wl11 contain ex· 
planations on every verse tram 1 Corinthians 
through Revelation. Will you take three 
copies when tbey are printed for $10 (or 
the three? 

MISSION MESSENGER 
W. Carl Ketcherside 

Editor and PubUeber 
PublleatJon Offlc. 

TtsOG Trenton A.enue 
St. Loul. U. 1l1 •• ourl 

Publl.hed m onthJy tn 8t. Loul • • Mo. SUb
ecrlptlon rate 'LOO per fear. Entered .. 
second-ela .. matter December 28. 1SKB. at the 
poet-office a t St. Louie, MI .. ourt. under the 
act of M&rch '1 1m Ca. amended by the Act 
of June 11. 19.,.) . 

Dedicated to the ta.k ot arou.ln .. church •• 
In thl •• tate and el.ewhere to a .. reater .eal 
III ml .. lon work. and ... llt In de •• lopln. 'the 
talenu of all to be ueed to the clorJ' ot G04. 
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1 Corinthians 11: 26 
The word olt Is the special part ot the 

verse that 18 to be considered In this arUcle. 
There are at least two erroneOU8 theories 
taught concerning the 
word. Olle is by those 
we commonly term the 
sectarian W 0 r J d and 
maintains that Chris
tiana nre permitted to 
observe the "commu
nlon" 08 olten as they 
wish. On that basis they 
will do it on any nlgbt 
or day or the week that 
occasion may suggest. 
The olher Is taught by 
professed members ot the New Testament 
cburch. They lell us that the Lord did not 
command us to observe the ordinance on 
every first day ot the week, but that when
ever we do observe it-as "ott" 8S we attend 
to It at all, we are to do it lor the right pur· 
pose. The last part or the statement may 
be endorsed, but the ftrst part Is erroneous. 
We are taught by Acts 20: 7 and 1 Corin
thians 16: 1,2 that the Lord's Supper must 
be observed upon each ftrst day of the week. 

PIDDLING 

However, the passage of the heading has 
no direct bearing on how "orten" the or
dinance Is to be observed, for the Corin
thians were not being charged with any fault 
8S to Ule frequency of their observance. The 
paint Is on the purpose of the InsUtuUon, 
whlcb was being groasly corrupted by that 
church. Paul Is teaching that every time 
("as ort") they attended to the ordinance, 
It was for t.he purpose of showing the Lord's 
death, and not to be used 8S a means of 
grattfylng physical hunger and thirsl The 
word SJlOto Is tram a Greek word that Thayer 
dennes "proclaim publlc1y." The ordinance 
must always be done publicly or at least 
when t.he public Is Invited to be present. 
It Is one ot the times when the blood (repre
sented by the cup) bears "witness" In earth 
(1 John 6: 8). Allot this would explain to 
us why the Lord's Sup1)er must never be 
observed 88 a private act, such as "taklng 
the communion wlth us" when we go ott on 
a fishing trip, etc. Instead, It Is for the pur-
1)086 of showing (proclaiming pubUc!y) the 
death of Christ, thus demonstrating to the 
world that we have not forgotten our Lord. 
That we have not forgotten His death. 

PREACHERS 
B y ELLIS J. CHUM 

The work at an evangelist Is a big job, 
a tremendous task. Paul realizing this wrote 
to the young evangelist Timothy: "But 
watch thou In all things, 
endure a.fHlcttons, do 
the work of an evan
geltst, make tull proof 
ot thy ministry" (2 
Tim. 4: 6). The Greek 
Interlinear says, "FoBy 
carry out thy service." 
This admonition Is 
needed today. There are 
many who claim to be 
evangelists, but never 
do any evangelizing! 
The word evangelist means a messenger of 
good tidings, a preacher ot the gospel. The 
clad tidings are the gospel; the gospel Is 
the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ. 
Once a preacher, aa a herald, has an
nounced the "good news" to a particular 
group or given area, It ceases to be news! 
To continue to announce the same facts 
week alter week In an establtshed congr~ 
gatlon Is oat only useless, but uoscrlptura1. 
When the Savior sent the aposlles out "they 

departed, and went throll-Uh. the towns, 
I)reachlng the gospel ... " (Lk. 9: 6). They 
didn't "stay and "locate" In the various 
town8! 'Vben the cburch at Antioch wanted 
to aaslst In spreading the good news to the 
lost and dying, they separated Paul and 
Barnabas and "sent then .. awaJ/" (Acts 13: 
3) . Most prominent congregations today 
would have been Lnterested in keepLng these 
"big name" preachers In "their pulpit." 
They would have been especially Interested 
In an educated man Itke Paul, although they 
would no doubt have been disappointed when 
he refused to use "enticing words" and fair 
speeches. They might even have given Paul 
his "walking papers." ot course this wouldn't 
have bothered Paul too much, as he wouldn't 
stay very long In a congregation with 
elders anyway. 

In a congregation with quallfted elders, 
they will be able to reed lbe Hock, hold rast 
the faithful word, and exhort and convince 
tbe gainsayers. The work of elders Is very 
important and Involves much responsibility. 
One brother commenting on this subject 
says: "The office of an elder Is very im
portant and they would have a fu ll time 
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Job even thougb they permit the evangellat 
to preach aU or part at the Ume." It an 
eldership allows an evangeltst to do all or 
most of the preaching, they are not only neg
lecting their God-given duty of teedlng the 
Oock, but also are robbing the congregation 
of this great privilege. On the subject at 
preaching, Hasting's Dictionary of the Bible 
haa this comment on page torty-seven, vol
ume ftve: "In the churches ot NT Urnes 
great freedom of utterance was allowed. 
The right to preach depended on gitts, not 
on offices. At Corinth, In particular, the 
gift of prophecy, to which St. Paul asalgna 
the ftrst place (1 Co. 14: 1), W88 found 
among the private members, and was freely 
exercised In the assembly (v. 31). Neve .... 
thele88, tbe duty of admonlahLng the as
sembly rests especially with the leading 
authorities (e. g .• 1 Th. 6: 12). The chIef 
functions of the elders or bishops was, not 
preaching, but the admtnJstration at prac
tical affairs." Robert Young In his Concise 
Commentary testiftes to the same ded: 
"From this (1 Cor. 14: 26) and other pas
sages It Is clear that the upbulldlng at the 
('hurch was not conftned then, as now to 
one, or at most two, of the congregation, but 
was the privilege of nil the members, and 
though such a practice Is liable to abuse 
(James 3: 1), It Is possible that Its enUre 
disuse now haa led to still greater evils 
obvious to all,-'Quenchlng the Spirit.''' 

The modern Idea Is that ~ders may do the 
teaching by proxy Or hire. It this Is true, 
could the singing not be done by paid chorus 
or choir? If the elders can hire someone to 
do their teaching for them, why couldn't 
"The Minister" hire someone to do the 
preaching for him? I guess he can and has 
under this system. I read and hear about 
"The Aasoelate Minister," and understand 
he sometimes gets $400 a month! 

A brother recently asked me some ques
tions on this subject His first question was, 
"What Is the work ot an evangelist and 
1ohere'" To answer brleny. the work of an 
evangelist Is prImarily preaching the gospel, 
announcing tbe unsearchable riches of 
Christ. Paul's charge to the young evan
gelist Timothy was, "Preach the word; be 
Inatant In season, out of Beason; reprove, 
rebuke, exhort with all longsutrering and 
doctrine" (2 Tim. 4: 2). His preaching and 
teaching are to be both amrmaUve and nega. 
tive. Paul and the New Testament evan
gelists connned their preaching to the world, 
nnd their teaching to the church. Acts 20: 7 
Is not an excepUon to this rule; the original 
Is "Paul dlacoursed to them." As to where 
nn evangelist should work, Paul's example 
should be InfonnaUve. He frequently went 
to the synagogue, but also In the markeL, 
by lhe river side, In a lecture hall, from 
house to house, and In his own hired bouse. 
In other words, wbenever and wherever the 
opportunity 18 atrorded, an evangelist should 
preach the word. Paul did not, however, 
establish a synagogue, start a school, or open 
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a market so he would bave a place to ,Preach 
the gospel. 

Another Question our good brother asks 
Is as follows: "Does the work of qualified 
elders and evangelists ovel··lap?" Yes in
deed! An elder is to be "apt to teach," and 
of course a preacher must also be a teacher. 
An elder musl "lake heed unto {hlm)selt," 
likewise every gospel preacher. 1l Is the 
duty ot bishops to teach', train, and build up 
lhe congregation. In the absence ot qualified 
material Paul told Titus to slay In Crete, 
" that thou shouldest set In order the things 
that are wanUng (left undone), and ordain 
elders in every city" (Tit. 1: 5). God has a 
perfect system of church government. No 
congregation should be without authority. 
"Everybody's business is nobody's business!" 
The presbyters comDrise the permanent form 
of government; the evangelists are the 
temporary aulhority In a new congregation. 
The Record states: "Obey them that have 
the rule over you, and Bubmit yourselves: 
tor they watch tor your souls, as they that 
must give account, that they may do it with 
joy, and not with grlet" (Heb. 13: 17). When 
an evangelist Is working In a congregation, 
he should be trying to work himself out, so 
that he will be released to go to new fields. 
The elders are lhe true pastors of the can
~regaUon, and no evangelist should try to 
dominate or dictate to them. 

Our brother's lPst question is, "How close 
can elders and evangelist work together and 
still be scriptural ?" Very close! It evan
gelists are not working with their elders. 
I believe they are out of order. Recently I 
heard a man make tun of a preacher tor 
wanting to consult with the elders of his 
home congregation, to whose government he 
was subject. If gospel preachers are not 
under the authority at some local congl'e
~ation, then they would be a law unto them
selves. Any J)reacber who does not seek the 
advice and aid of his elders, and report 
regularly to his home congregatIon, is cer
tainly overlooking a New Testament ex
aml)l~ to put It mildly! Any congregation 
whlcn neglects to support and send out the 
gospel preachers within the local congrega
tion Is neglecting Romans 10: 15. "How 
shall they preach, excel)t they be 8e1ltr" A 
very good question! 

In James Hasting's Dictionary of Christ 
and the Gospels, the following comment is 
found under the heading "Evangelist": 
"Hence 1n Christian circles the term ac
quired the specific sense of announcing the 
gospel. The word 'evangelist' Is not found 
in classical Greek or in the LXX (Septua
gint). nor has it as yet been found in any 
papyri. So tar as our present knowledge 
goes, it belongs only to tile NT and to eccle
Siastical Greek. It is used tb.rlce in the NT, 
and In none at the Instances is the mean
tng doubltul. It Is applied to Pbfllp (Acts 
21: 8) , either because of the labours de
scribed in Acts 8, or because he belonged to 
a class or order ot Christian labourers 
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whose funcUon was to go abroad proclaim
ing the ' gospel to those who bad not heard 
it. In the Epistle to the Ephesians, 'evan
gelists' are mentioned (4: 11) as an . order 
Or class. . . . Here, too, the most probable 
view Is that those spoken of were mission
ary preachers. Again, Timothy is charged 
by St. Paul (2 Tim. 4: 6) to 'do the work 
at an evangelist.' Whether Timothy is here 
called an evangelist Is Ollen to discussion. 
but the nature of the work he Is bidden to 
perf 01'111 is clear: he is to visit new com
munities in order to preach the gospel to 
them. The force at the word suggested by 
its etymology is, therefore, the meaning 
attaching to It in the three passages of the 
NT where it Is found. This is the view ot 

all modern scholars ot any note" (Vol. 1. 
OP. 549). 

Thus we see that Dol only trom the mean· 
ing of the word, but also trom lhe work a8 
ouliined in tbe Scriptures, t.he one-man· 
pastor-system, "located evangelist," or "local 
minister" Is nol the "evangelist" ot tbe New 
Testament. Furthermore. no evangelist or 
the early church assumed lhls title as a 
substitute tor ·'Reverend." The word evan· 
gellst simply describes his work: to pro
claim good tidings. Let's stop piddling, and 
start ueddling the trite gospel in the greatest 
sales campaign since the days Paul declared 
it had been preached through the church 
"to every creature which Is under heaven" 
(Col. 1: 23). 

YOU AND YOUR CREATOR 
By Roy L ONEY 

"Have we not all one father? Hath not 
one God created us" (1\1al. 2: 10). The Bible 
declares, "God tormed man of tbe dust of 
the ground, and breathed Into his nostrils 
the breath ot life, and man became a living 
soul" (Gen. 2: 7). 

'fa the majol'ity of people the word God 
is only a name; but God is a person, YOUI' 
creator, the one to wbom you owe your 
existence, its continuation, and Its meaning. 
Man with bis Intelligence, his idealism and 
ability, could not be the offspring of dumb 
beasls. In all nature "like produces like." 
Unintelligent, inanimate forces could not 
paint the Illy. tune old ocean's waves, nor 
plant mother love III a woman's breast. 
"Know ye not that the Lord he is God? 
It is he that hath made liS, and not we OUI'
selves (Psalm 100: 3). One could as easily 
believe that the great Streamliner train with 
its powerful locomotive, its gleaming cars 
and upholstered lounges is the result ot a 
fortunate combination of metallic elements, 
as to believe that man, "wonderfully and teal'
rully made," Is the result of blind, unin
telligent chance! An Intelligent, aU-powertul 
God made you! An all-wise God gave you 
wisdom. His love planted affection in your 
breast. Your marvelous body and Its amaz
ing limbs and perfected organs, was made 
in the Image of God. He is interested in 
you! 'Vhen sorrow breaks your beart, He 
mingles His tears with yours. When higb 
ideals fill youI' mind and spiritual incentives 
control youI' lite, He rejoices. 'Vhen sin 
corrupts your lite, He is grieved. Every 
blessing you receive is His gift. He sends 
you the sunshine and the rain, and the 
abundant harvests ot golden grain reveal a 
heavenly Father's infinite care and His wise 
provisions for your well-being. It you are 
obedient to Him, He opens the windows ot 
heaven to pour out blessings so abundant the 
rooms of your heart overflow (Mal. 3: 10). 
He ever watches over your steps with 
anxious care lest you tall into the pits at 

misery and destruction. A home at etel'oal 
joys is being I)repared for you. Why not 
commit your tite into His keeping? 

(NOTE: The above material In a Deat at
tractive tolder cnn be secured tor use as an 
al)pl'opriate tract for missionary work. The 
cosl I. $1.25 per 100; $12.50 per 1000. Send 
to Roy Loney, Rtd. 2, Wellsville, Kansas. 
They will be mailed to you at once. Bro. 
Loney Is also preparing o~er short tracts.) 

BEECH GROVE, ARKANSAS 
The editor closed a two weeks period at 

labors with the Beecll Grove (Ark.) congre
gation, August 1, with a capacity audience 
present. In spite ot an Intense beat wave a 
Bible stUdy was held daily tor two hours In 
addition to the services at night. Three 
were Immersed into Christ. 

The salutary etrects of the recent discus· 
sian were everywbere manifest and ouly the 
tuture can show just how far-reaChing will 
be the influence ot this debate. Many con
tacts with brethren in Paragould demon
strated how thorough Iy the imPression was 
lett that Bro. O. K. Wallace utterly failed In 
his attempts to defend the propositions, and 
representatives tram numerous other Ar
kansas and Missouri churches asserted tbelr 
conviction that the "smear campaign" at
tempted had backfired In no uncertain terms. 
Preparations nre being considered tor a 
series ot meetings In the city of Paragould 
to more ful1y IntOI'm all and sundry of how 
far down the road to sectarianism the 
churches there have wandered. Support for 
such a meeting will be forthcoming trom 
many who are members in Paragould. 

An Intensive Bib1e study will start Janu
ary 4, 1953 at Beech Grove, with sessions 
from 9 a. m. to 3 p. m. daily, Monday 
through Friday; 1)lus a Saturday night 
study. Tbere will also be three services each 
Lord's Day, with the afternoon meeting de
voted to matters ot general ediHcation, and 
the night meeting given over to a study or 



some phase of ChUTCh government and dIs
cipline. Local brethren aTe opening up their 
homes, and will furnish rOom nnd board 
wilhout obllgntlon to young men who desire 
to come and study the 'Vord of the Lord. 
There will be no cbarges or fees of any kind, 
and the slUdy during the day Besslons will 
consist of an analyeis of the Hebrew letter. 
Brethren desirous ot getting this two weeks 
of Bible study should write U8 at once: and 
your letters will be Immediately turned over 
to the bl'ethren at Beech Grove. 

The congregation at Beech Grove Is mak· 
Ing marked Improvement In development ot 
talent. and the spiritual lite Is progressing 
8S well. A number ot the brethren are quit· 
tlng the tobacco habit. and preparing tor a 
closer walk with God. It Is n privilege In· 
deed to work with those who have set to 
their seals that God Is true and who desire 
to serve Him In the beauty of holiness. 

THE DEBATE BOOK 
Orders for the book containing the 'Vallace

Ketcherside debate on colleges, the work of 
evangelists, and the hireling ministry sys
tem, are coming In and will be ftlled In the 
order received when the books are ready for 
distribution. The cost will be approximately 
$3 I) r copy. Send no money, but If you 
want us to hold one or more of the books 
for you, nollfy us at once. You will be billed 
for the correct amount upon delivery. 

"CONCERNING CHRISTIAN 
COLLEGES" 

This Is the title of a small book by the 
editor, which Is now In the process of prepa
ration. 1l will contain a complete refutation 
of some at the most potent arguments at 
those brethren who are skeptical of the 
nbility of God's church to maintain Itself 
without an Institutional crutch established 
by men. Watch tor further announcement 
of this book. 1l Is what you've been look
Ing for. 

SAINT LOUIS STUDY 
"The Kingdom of Heaven" Is the subject 

for study In the Saint Louis Bible Study, 
starting November 3 for six weeks. Classes 
will be held dally except Saturday and Sun
day, from 9 a. m. to 3:30 p. m., with an 
hour orr at noon. There will be three night 
services besides Sunday night, and these will 
be devoted to torums and discussions of 
problems confronting the churches In these 
days. Cleona Harvey will teach a two hour 
class in the afternoon tor women, starting 
November 17, and conllnuing two weeks. 
Arvel " ' aUs will teach an ana.lytlcal study 
In Ephesians In the afternoons. There will 
be other special studies In the Bible. There 
are no tees, no charges of any kind, and no 
tuitton tor these studies. The Bible Is the 
only textbook. Those who plan to attend 
should write at once tor reservations, ad
dre88ing their letters to : The Deacons, 
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Church ot Christ. 7121 Manchester Avenue, 
St. Louis, Missouri. 

THANKS! 
Ray V. Oxley, expresses the thanks o[ the 

NorUl Ozark Church at Christ for contribu
tions received to hell) them erect their build
ing, located on Highway 5, about 21 miles 
south ot Ava, MissourI. The work of build
Ing was done by the brethren. Financial aid 
was received as tallows : Brixey (1\10.) $200; 
Iberia (Mo.) $160 ; Ozark (Mo.) $100; Doln 
nnd Ray Bushong $100: Lillian Avenue (St. 
LouiS) $100; Bakersfleld (calif.) $100; 
Spruce Street (Kansas City) $100; Hilltop 
(Mo.) $50; John Oxley $50; Old Scotland 
0 10.) $50; Mounl View. Iberia (Mo.) $50; 
Denver (Colo.) $50; Nigel Oxley $40 ; Orvil 
James $40; Des Moines (Iowa) $50; Carroll
ton (Mo.) $26; Oallatln (Mo.) 125; Cooks· 
ville (til . ) $25; Reedley (Calif.) $25; Spring· 
fie ld (Mo.) $20; Excelsior Springs (Mo.) 
$16; Claycollto (Mo.) $16; Beloit (Kans. ) 
UO; Mount Ayr (Iowa) $10: Cowgil l (Mo.) 
$10; Imogene Crowley $10; Mary Young 
$10. The church at Excelsior Springs se.nt 
some song books. Louis Henderson, Noble 
(Mo.) gave $25 worth of lumber and extras. 

BOOKS FOR CHILDREN 
Stol'y of the Gospel, $1.25 ; First Steps tor 

Liltle Feet, $1.35; Slory of the Bible, 12.50; 
Bible Pictures and What They Teach Us, 
$2.25. These books will help you teach your 
children tbe Word at tbe Lord. Order them 
today. 

TRIBULATION 
The derivation at words Is indeed an In

teresting study. The word "tribulation" Is 
tram the Latin triblllu"" which was the 
threshing instrument by which the Roman 
farmer separated his grain trom the charr. 
When the term Is used In the Bible, it refers 
to those trlats and sorrows by which the 
chart of life is driven fl'om the heart at 
man, and that heart Is lett purged and 
l)urlHed and Ht for the garner of the Master. 
Ilow much eaSier our trials would be If we 
could but look upon them as nets ot divine 
providence by which we are Htted for a 
beUer world than this. It is no wonder that 
Paul could glory In tribulation, knowing 
that it worked approval of God. The surter
Ing of the Christian Is not in vain. It Is 
that means by whlcb Ood's s trength is mani
fested In OUI' weakness. 

LEARNING TO SHARE 
We have had letters from several falthtul 

brethren abroad inquiring as to the possi
bility at securing complete sets at the Bible 
Commentary for help In their studies and 
tenchlng work. As you perhaps know, prea
ent currency I'estrlctlons will not allow the 
bl'e thl'en in some countr ies to send any 
money out of their boundaries. It we will 

7 

be moved in heart to help, we can provide 
these eager students at the 'Vord with this 
latest gl'cat wOl'k among us. Anyone who 
desires to help in this project may send us 
a check for ten dollars, and we'll personally 
p.ay the postage on the books to send them 
abroad, with your name and address en
closed so that the recipients may notify you 
directly of their reception of the books. Do 
you know at any greater means [or helping 
to spread the gospel than by placing these 
books in the hands at those who will use 
them to the glory of God. Remember Ulat 
lhe books will continue Uleir message after 
you are gone. Many have already sent books 
to the brethren In England, Scotland and 
Ireland. They are deeply appreciated. But 
there are numerous brethren who would 
like to have the thl'ee volumes ot the com
mentary that are Hnlshed, and you'd like to 
correspond wltb them, 80 here's your chance 
to do good and make an Interesting and 
proHtable contact. Be sure and mention that 
your check Is ror mailing commentaries 
abroad. 

THE LORD'S SUPPER 
We request that you read the arUcle by 

Bro. Zerr in this Issue. He makes it clear 
that the Lord's Supper Is not a private, but 
R public observance. It is to be carried out 
"when ye come together In the church" (1 
Cor. 11 : 18), and "wben ye come together 
therefore into one place" (1 Cor. 11: 20). 
This forbids carrying the emblems to the 
hospital, or to the home of some member 
who Is sick. I t is a violation at the very 
purpose of the memorial Supper to do that, 
and the practice stems from a misunder
standing of the reason why the "breaking 
of bread" was instituted. 'Ve admit that we 
used to do that, but it was wrong when we 
did It. We did not know any better then, 
but we do now, and theretore should do 
better. tt a member of the chUrch Is too III 
to nttend the "breaking of bread" God will 
excuse him. It he Is able to be present he Is 
obligated to be there. It Is time that we 
examine again a lot ot our ideas concerning 
the sacred ordinance ot the Lord's Supper. 

WHAT ABOUT IT? 
A suggestion hns been made that we pre

serve the cream of the wrlUngs at Roy 
Loney In book form. What do you say! Ie 
Interested write to Bro. Loney, Rfd 2, Wells· 
ville, Kansas. 

ARE YOU MOVING? 
It you change addresses be sure and no

Uty us at once. ]f the postomce has to do it, 
they charge us a fee for returning your 
paper. Papers are not forwarded! 

A SUGGESTION 
A suggestion from you might encourage 

n friend to start reading the )1TSSIOX 1\1ES

RE~WER. Pass yours along to others! 



a MI~~lON MESSENGER 

II 
THIS and THAT from HERE 

Thanks to Walter McCloskey. Lock Haven 
(Penn.) and Frank Dunbar, Nlxa (Mo.) tor 
5 8ubs each . .. . Carolyn 'Valsb reports that 
428 persons, representing 40 congregations 
In 10 states and Canada, registered at the 
Fourth of July meeting In Anderson (Ind.) . 
· .. Richard Kerr Immersed 2 at Goodwater 
(Mo.) . ... Leland SmIth was bapUzed July 
17 at Speedway City (Ind.) . ... One was 
baptized at Saint Louis (7121 Manchester 
Ave.) July 23 .. . . Roy Loney Was at Wau
nets (Neb.) July 27. and began at Brook· 
field (Mo.) Aug. 3 .... Doy Rhoton reports 
3 Immersed, 1 restored at Clementavllle 
(Tenn.) wbere he closed July 19. On July 
20 he spoke at Memorial (Tenn.) in the 
morning. New Hope (Tenn.) In the after
noon, and started a meeting at Corinth 
(Ken.) the same nJghL ... Winford Lee 
spoke at the morning service of the annual 
all-day meetIng at KJrksvJlle (Mo.) July 13. 
and was joined In the afternoon service by 
WilHam Henaley and Roy Harris. Brethren 
from 11 congregations were present. Two 
have been added there recently, . . . Bro. 
Lee assisted at Promise City (Iowa) a week. 
followed by 3 nlghta at Pollock (Mo.) and 2 
at GallaUn. On July 20 be was with the 
lItUe band of dIscIples at TarkIo (Mo.) 
where 18 assembled to break bread at the 
morning meeting . ... Norman Hawbaker, 
who drives a Jeep right up on the Korean 
tront, Is starting a Bible study tor men In 
the area.. Be plans on printing gospel tracts 
In tbe Korean language and distributing 
them widely. This work needs our very sin· 
cere prayers. Norman attended several Bible 
studies In Sl. Louie . . .. Martin KJmzey. 
ono of the LllItan Avenue (St. LouIs) elders 
conducted tuneral services tor Floyd Stark 
wbo was killed In an automobile accident, 
July 26 . .. . \'VllJIam Fleener, now stationed 
In Gratlenwohr, Germany, Is expecting to 
visit some or the brethren In Great Britain. 
He Is a tormer Saint Louis Bible Study stu
dent, and enjoys the M.18SION Mt:SSENGDt.. 
· .. C. J . Beldel reports a good meeting with 
Robert Brumback at Shippensburg (Penn.) 
with James Wash and Lawrence Swearingin 
&8s1atlng and training with Bro. Brumback. 
· .. Ralph Limb writes that he Is working 
with the brethren to establish a congregation 
on a new housing site area In England. He 
and Albert \Vlnstanley have been working 
In the vIcInity of TunbrIdge Wells (Kent). 
· .. We regret to hear of the death of Bro. 
Ralph Sherrlngton, and Sister Ada Atherton, 
Wlnd80r (Can.) . ... Robert McWalter and 
Edna Thompson were married August 2; 
Jack Bruce and Verlan Sparks were marrIed 
August 10. All are residents of \Vindsor, 
Ontario (Can.) . .. . E. M. Zerr condUcted a 
Bible Study of one week dUratton at Alex· 
Jndrla (Ind.) starting August 3 .... Tbanks 

to Roy Harris, Brl.xey (Mo.) for 8 subscrlp
lions . ... Edna Plvoda tells us that the 
church at Phoenix (Ariz.) has purchased 
two lots with a partially completed meeting 
house wblch will be remodeled tor use .... 
James and MlI1lnea Word, tormerly memo 
bers in SL Louis, now living In F lorida, 
have added a new "Word" to the dictionary 
with the birth ot Sharon Elizabeth, August 
5 .... Louisa Thompaon. Goodwater (Mo.) 
reports the church much strengthened. and 
2 Immersed, In the series ot meetings held 
by Richard Kerr .... Good Interest and one 
man tmmeT8ed In the ten day meeting at 
Brookfield (Mo.) with Roy Loney . ... The 
church at Klamath Falls (Ore.) mailed out 
attractive cards announcing the Vacation 
Study and meeting with Hershel Ottwell , 
August 4-15. Three placed membership and 
one was restored at MUan (Mo.) In the 
meeting with C. R. Turner. Bro. Turner 
sl,)Oke at Hammond (nt.) July 13. GaUaUn 
(Mo.) July 21, and began a two weeks study 
of the Bible at AnUoch, near Bethany (Mo.) 
August 11, to be toll owed by a meeting at 
Kirksville -(Mo.) starting August 26 . ... 
Bob Duncan reports six Immersed , and four 
restored, In the meeting at Bolivar (Penn.) 
where 83 were enrolled tor the Vacation 
Study. Jack Kinser and Joel Weaver as
sisted him in the atudy at Mount Eagle 
(Penn.) where 87 were enrolled by the 
second day . . .. Lloyd Riggins reports 8 
added and others "almost persuaded" at 
Peoria (Ill.) where Curtis Marston assleted 
blm during the tlrst part ot his meeting. 
Bro. Riggins closed his next meeting at 
Braymer (Mo.) August 3J .... Berb Clark 
reports two added by membership transrer 
at Walnut Creek (Callt. ) .... Richard Kerr 
will hold a meeting at Mount Ayr (Iowa) 
Sept. 7·19 with all day meetlng on Sept. 14. 
We congratulate Thomas and Anne Dennis 
at Mt. Ayr, on the birth or Sondra Karolene, 
Juty 1G . .. . Leroy Durley wrote ot a fine 
meeting at Madera (CB1tt.). ... Clayton 
and Kathleen Klein appreciate the tellow· 
ship ot the Speedway (Ind.) church. Bro. 
Klei n Is a st.a..tr sergeant at Fort Benjamin 
Harrison . ... Robert Sankey. Long Beach 
(Call!.) 88ys that the New Testament Com
mentary Is very good .... E. M. Smith writes 
that the McCleary (Wub.) congregation is 
stronger as the result of some dlsclpllnary 
action recently taken .... It you know ot a 
song book with songs especially adapted to 
little children please write Mrs. Paul Mc· 
Farland , Box 103, Farmington (N. Mex.) 
and she will appreciate your Interest. . . . 
We were sorry to learn that Sister Linville 
ParriSh was In the hospital In Saint Louis. 
. . . Jim Mabery held a ten t meeting at 
Ellington (Mo.) In the month Just past .... 
Eugene Suddeth. Des MolnOli (Iowa) who 

and THERE 
attended the debate in Arkansas Is anxiously 
awaiting the book 80 he can retresh bis 
mind concerning the arguments made .. . . 
Tbanks to all who volunteered to send the 
requested papers to the School or Religion, 
Dutler University. II 18 good to know that 
KG many are 88.vlng back copies or the paper. 
· . . The congregation at Pomona (Calif.) 
presented the Ketcherside-Wallace debate 
by wire recording, August 6-10 ... . Leland 
King, Oklahoma City (Okla.) says they are 
anxiously awaiting my new book "Concern· 
Ing Christian Colleges." We will announce 
It when It Is ready and you may then order. 
enclosing amount tor the number you wish. 
· .. Elmer MacEathron, Arriba (Colo.) says 
that the August Issue of the paper Is a good 
one .... Sylvan Stoops reports a good meet· 
ing at Flat Rock (Mo.) with A. C. Warren. 
· .. Nancy Gingrich writes a long letter or 
appreciation tor the paper trom St. Joseph 
(Mo.) where she Is prcscnUy caring tor her 
sister who Is very III. . .. Winford Lee re
ports ]03 In attendance at Gallatin (Mo.) 
August 3. about a dozen of them from the 
Christian Church. One was restored trom 
that body at the evening service. Bro. Lee 
also spoke to large audiences at Pollock 
(Mo.) July 27-29, after a week at Promise 
City (lowa) ... . Our next Issue will contain 
an article "Things Which Promote Spiri
tuality" by Curtis D. Marston. ot Vincennes 
(Ind.) and also one on the work of the 
sisters In the cburch, written by A. W. 
Harvey. Bloomington Ond.) in conjunction 
with ours ot last month on the "priesthood 
or all believers." There will be an article by 
Bro. Clyde Vaughn. Paragould (Ark.) on 
the relation of the flock to their overseers. 
· .. Roy Loney reports about 45 present at 
Wauneta (Neb.) at the Lord's Day morning 
service when he spoke on "The Children ot 
God." .. . Thanks to CUrtis Burton, Madison 
(Wis.) tor 10 more subs ... . Lois Kyker, 
Anderson (Ind.) reports that she has been 
Intensely Interested In the articles "For 
This We Plead." ... Tony Reilly writes that 
North I reland has suttered trom a great 
drought, and that many or the country 
towns are without water. The same Is true 
of many parts or the United States this year. 
· .. Bro. Roy Dasher, Valdosta (Georgta) 
entered the hospital for surgery on August 
8. and Our prayers are ror the succe88 of the 
operation. . . . Richard Kerr reports an 
average nightly attendance or approximately 
85 In bls meeUng at Flat River (Mo.) which 
closed August 15 .... Remember that when 
our scrles ot articles "For This We Plead" 
is concluded we shall start a series on 
"Elders and Their Duties." We shall deal 
with the office. qualifications. methods ot 
apl)ointment, and other related topics wltlch 
will prove to very Interesting. 


