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"There shaH nol any man be able to stand 
before thee all the days at thy lite: As I was 
with Mosea, 80 will I be with thee: I will 
nol taU thee nor forsake 
thee" (Joshua 1: 5). 

M 0 8 e 8 the great 
prophet and deliverer 
ot Israel was dead after 
forty yean or burden
some reSDOnstbtlHy In 
leading a rebellious and 
complaining multitude 
trom tbe bondage or 
Egypt toward the Prom· 
ised Land. Joahua bad 
been called to the lead
ership at a critical time. Jordan must be 
cr088ed and Canaan conquered. The great 
walled ciUes with their giants and formi
dable armies must be captured before Israel 
could settle In peace and security In the 
land that Hawed with mHk and honey. To 
those without faith this seemed an Impos
sible task; but 18rael was not to flght alone. 
The great God, whose mighty hand and 
outstretched arm had destroyed the boasted 
power or mighty Egypt, had given his prom
Ise that "one could chase (\ thousand and 
two could put ten thousand to filght." So 
God Is speaking to Joshua, "As I was with 
Moses, 80 wl1l I be with thee: J wi1l not 
fait thee nor forsake thee." 

Forty years betore, when God had ap
peared to MaBeS In the burning bush at 
Sinai, he comml88loned Moses to go and 
deliver Israel from tbe cruel taskmuters 
who had enslaved them. MaBeS at first de
murred saying, "Who am I that 1 should go 
unto Pharoah, and that J should bring forth 
the children at Israel out at Egypt?" A 
simple shepherd with only a slender rod, 
seemed a plUfully weak power to conquer 
mighty Egypt. But God strengthened blm 
by saying, "I will go with thee." These 
two-MaBeS and God-became an Invincible 
power betore whom the great armies at 
Pharaoh taded like mists betore the rising 
8un. In a short time Egypt was prostrate 
and Israel was free! God did not taB Moses 
and Moses did not tall God, 80 together they 
accomplished the "Impossible" task. 

During all the torty years or Moses' lead
ership when Israel was fed and watered In 
the dreary 'Wilderness Joshua had been 
M'O&e8' right hand man. I believe we can 
rightly say that tbu8 tar he bad no per· 
80nal contact with MaBeS' God who had 

talked with him tace to 'ace as a man talks 
with his trlend. But now he was to be under 
God's personal guldam't. Surely It must 
have been encouraging to Joshua to know 
that the mighty power that had sustained 
Moses was to be his "rod and statt." "As I 
was with Moses, so will J be with thee." 

The God of Joshua proved to be just 88 

powertul as tbe God at Moses. This was 
evidenced by the tall en wRlls at Jericho and 
later by the stoppage a! ~e sun and moon 
In their heavenly cours • while Joshua de
feated his enemies. In d · .. · Ume Canaan was 
conquered and Israel d .E'lt In satety and 
security in their long l.rl)mlsed homeland. 
Tn this, God proved that , :3 power Is 8. never 
tolling source or strengt:. to his servants
then and nOlo. But men · ,rget this to their 
shame and sorrow. We are too prone to 
think at God as the great miracle worker at 
the ,)ast, who Is dtslntt'rested In the con· 
filcts at bls l>eDple today. We stand wllh 
reverently bowed heads at the evidence or 
his mighty power In crellLJon. 'Ve believe 
with David, "By the word at the Lord were 
the heavens made, and all the hosts or lhem 
by the breath or his mouth . . . . He spake 
and it was done; he commanded and It 
Btood fast" (PsalmB 33: 6-9). God spoke the 
word and millions at planets, suns and stars 
appeared out or nowhere and silently took 
their place In the vast. unlimited spaces at 
the universe. No wonder Dav'ld exclaimed, 
"The heavens declare the ' glory at God and 
the firmament showeth hla handiwork. Day 
unto day ultereth speech and night unto 
night showeth knowledge" (Psalms 19: 1). 
"The invisible things at him tram the crea· 
Uon at the world are clearly seen, being 
understood by lhe things that are made, 
even his eternnl power and godhead so that 
they are without excuse" (Rom. 1: 20), 011 
no. we are not Infidels whpn It comes to 
believing In his past cre ttlve power. We 
agree with David that "the tool hath said 
In his heart, There Is no , ('d." 

Neither are we unbellevf 8 when it comes 
to accepting his testimon) as to the power 
he will manitest In the tuture. We beHeve 
with Paul that Christ will come .. with bls 
mighty angels, In flaming tire to take ven· 
geance on them that know not God and that 
obey not the gospel at the Lord Jesus Christ," 
at which time the trumpet shall 80und and 
the graves at unnumbered millions wl11 be 
opened and they shall come torth to the 
judgment. Wh{Jt a ' tupen40u, act! The 
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power in creaUon was no greater than the 
power that will be shown in the resurrec
tion at the deP.d. Every grave opened, the 
sullen sea giviDg up Its long held dead, no 
one missing, all accounted tor, 88 they are 
brought one by one betore the judgment 
bar of 110d, the thoughts of every heart 
revealeit , and the deeds at every Ute laJd 
bare when the books are oDC-ned In that 
great day when God shall "Judge the secreta 
at men by Jesus Christ." 

But that Is not all! A world stained and 
suJ1ied by sin must be destroyed. God hates 
even the garments spoUed by tbe flesh, 80 

this reeking, rancid sin-cursed old world 
must end. "The heavens ahall pass away 
with a great noise, and the elements shall 
melt with tervent heat, the earth also and 
tbe works tbat are therein shall be burned 
up." We live in a doomed world: and the 
&arne mighty power that created it sball 
destroy it. Many Urnes I've watched a Oam· 
ing meteor 88 It sped with terrific speed 
through the heavens, burntng Itself out In 
earth's atmosphere, and I thought of the 
awe Inspiring sight that will be revealed 
when the culminating wrath at God wUl 
bring this mighty world to a flaming end. 
Truly the power lhat God shall maniteat 
at the end at time is Incomprehensible to 
man! What exact means God will use to 
destroy tbls world I do not know, but the 
terrific power or the small atom bomb may 
give a hint ot the hidden powers at God 
that will reduce this great world to noth· 
Ingness. 

We believe in God's power In the past 
and in his ,)ower that w1l1 be ma'Qifest in 
the tuture, but that Is of email concern to 
us right nOw. Our chief Interest should be 
what God can do for us NOW! Can he or 
will he be with us now 88 he was with 
Moses and Josbua? What about the God 
at the pr!!8ent? Does he really have any 
power now? It I may judge by the attitude 
of many melancholy. blue-nosed characters 
protessing ChrJsUanlty today, they think 
that the Almighty God of the past and the 
one at the tuture, Is today, Just a whimper· 
lng, helpless little god so small he can't 
save a single soul, so they won't try to save 
one themselves. They roU themselves Into 
their black robes at despondency and with 
a Jaundiced eye see only gloom, darkneu 
and despair. Poor souls! The great God at 
Moses and Josbua Is Impotent and powerless 
today. What tatuous tally! Has the great 
I AM at the past, beCome a defeated little 
"has-heen" at today! Has he been reduced 
to slobbering, Impotent senlllty? Shall we 
say, "His glory haa departed 1" It so, then 
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we'd better erase from God's word the in
spired statement, "J esus Christ, the same 
yesterday. tOef01/ and forever." 

The tally of loOdels, who will stand under 
the star decked sky at night and affirm, 
"There Is no God," 18 no greater than the 
drivelling tolly of many church members 
whose faitb In God's present power Is 8S 
dead as the tabled Dodo bird! All they caD 
do Is utter dismal croaks ot despair! The 
unbelief of Israel that doomed them to 
deatb in tbe wilderness, Is the same un
heBe! that corrodes the hearts of these 
croaking prophets of !allure. Just Buggest 
to them that we go Into a certain community 
to preach the gospel and we are greeted 
with raucous acorn and ridicule. It Is still 
true that "Without faith it 18 in~ponible to 
plCC18e Golt,'· and a faith that saves must be 
a ta1th that believes In God's pre,ent power 
to save, bless and redeem humanity. 

[ find not the slightest dlmculty In be
lieving that the God of Moses will enable 
us to win great victories today over the en
trenched powers of sin. When I go forth 
with bis gospel, I certainly believe that HE 
who was with Moses, will also be with me; 
tor God's word hath sald "we may reap In 
due season If we faint not." Do you ac
tually believe that the great loving Father 
bas withdrawn himself entirely trom the 
atralrs of men and that we are now but the 
abandoned orphans ot a dying cause? Jasu" 
said, "I am he that liveth, and was dead; 
and behold I am attve forevermore . . . and 
have the keys ot hell and of death." I do 
not worship a dead Lord. Mary at the tomb 
was greeted with the electrltylng news, "He 
Is not here. He Is risen!" and that same 
risen Lord stands 8S near you 88 your door
step saying, "Bebold [ stand at the door 
and knock: It any man hear my voice, and 
open the door, I wJll come In and 8Up with 
him and he with me." The Creator of the 
universe stands by your door. "As 1 was 
with Moses, so will I be with thee. I wilt 
not leave thee nor forsake thee." Who can 
be weak and helpless when they have Christ 
by their side? It Christ "dwells tn our 
hearts by faith" surely we can say with 
Paul , " I can do all things through Christ 
which strengtheneth me." He wlll ever be 
your companion, guide and friend. Bellevest 
thou this? Lord, help thou our unbelief! 

A person without the fire of zeal and the 
driving torce of enthusiasm Is the most 
plUful wreck In the universe. But when 
Christ Is "In you, the hope ot glory" you'H 
become a transfigured personage, a person 
with a mission and a message! "It any 
man be In Christ, be Is a new creature." 
But a despondent, morose, melancholy "sad 
sack" Is a man who simply knows nothing 
of Christ tram personal experience. You 
cannot abide In the presence of the Lord 
without partaking at his Vibrant personality 
and the unswerving power ot his purpose. 
I think the greatest tragedy at the church 
today Is that 80 tew can rea.lIy claim the 
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personal experience ot Christ In their hearts. 
I afflrm before Almighty Ood that the God 
ot Moses and Joshua, caD strengthen you In 
every weakness. He can solve every prob
lem and drive away al l doubts and tears 
from your hearts. 

Today, 71e8 todaJl, he Is the shadow or a 
great rock In a weary land, a covert trom 
the tempest, a hiding place from every 
stormy wind that blows, refreshing water to 
QUench the thirst ot every sin sick soul, a 
Comtorter In all our sorrows and strength 
for every weakness. Every temptation that 
assails us can be conquered by his power. 
"God Is faithful, who will not sutrer you to 
be tempted above that ye are able but will 
... make a way ot escape that ye may be 
able to bear tt." "He is able to keep us 
from tailing and present us taultless betore 
the J)resence ot his glory with exceeding 
joy." A person who has Christ's companion
ship walks upOn the mountaintops of faith . 
The damp togs and the muck and mire ot 
the valleys lie tar below. Moses talked with 
Ood atop Sinai and we can talk to him every 
day above the clouds and mists ot unbelief. 
Why doubt his power? He Is able to "do 
exceeding abundantly above al l we ask or 
think. accordi-no to ate power thal worketh. 
in U8." Notice that last phrase--"accordlng 
to the !)Ower that worketh In us." 'Vhat 
power you will have depends on your will
Ingness to receive the abundant power that 

Is available. Christ Is ever ready and will
Ing to give It to you. 

Why walk with your chln in the mud or 
despondency when you can have your head 
among the stars ot God's glory and power? 
Why be a smaH statured clod hop'per, when 
you can be a giant tor God? Why hesitate 
to undertake any work tor God, when He Is 
ever ready, willing and anxious to further 
your work ot faith and labor ot love? The 
limit ot your power Is simply the limit or 
your talth In Him. Let us say with Jere-
mlah, "Ah, Lord God, thou hast made the 
heaven and earth by thy great power and 
stretched out arm and tbere Is nothing too 
hard for thee." No, there Is nothing too 
bard tor God, but there Is one thing God 
will not do. He wiU not put power Into a 
moaning, complaining, dolorous coward. No 
wonder God sometimes asks, "Am I a God 
at hand, and not a God arar ott?" God'B 
word is "nigb thee even in thy mouth and 
In thy heart: That Is the word of taIth 
which we preach" (Rom. 10: 8). Let's 
preach It-preach it "In the demonstration 
ot the spirit (Out of power." It was saId ot 
Christ that "ills word was with power," and 
yours can be too, It you seek the wisdom. 
strength and consecration tbat comes from 
God. "As I was with Mosee, so wll1 I be 
with thee." For wlt.h God nothing shall be 
impossible." His promise will not fall. (Box 
15, Rays, Kansas). 

SECTARIAN FOUNDATIONS 
BY W. CARL KETCHERSIDE 

The aI)Oslie Paul was a J ew. He had a 
deep teellng or compaSSion ror his country
men. His heart's desire motivated his prayer 
that they mig h t be 
saved. A zea lous Indi
vIdual himself. he could 
testlty or their own In
tensity In rei I g lon, 
w h i c h untortunately 
was not according to 
knowledge. or the m 
Paul amrmed, "They be
Ing ignorant ot God's 
righteousness, and go
Ing about to establish 
their own righteousness, 
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have Dot submitted themselves unto the 
righteousness ot God." The word "right
eousness" occurring thrice In this passage 
can be translated "justlftcatlon" or betler, 
"system ot Justification." 

God revealed In the good news ot Jesus 
a system ot justification by talth In order 
to produce faith (Rom. 1: 16, 17). This was 
a manltestatlon ot grace, wholly unmerited 
and undeserved by sinful man (Rom. 3: 24) . 
The Jews In their prejudice against Jesus 
the Christ, retused to recognize his blood 8S 
the atonement or propitiation, and turned a 
deaf ear to the heralds of the glad tidings. 

They Rought to be jusUned by lIle law, not 
realizing lhat '.'By the law shal l no nesh be 
justified In hlB Bight" (Rom. 3: 20). In 
lhelr unenlightened partisan zeal they be
came the l}rototyP6 ot aU modern zealots for 
sectarianism. Let us ana.lyze Paul's Im
partial statement. 

1. They went about to establish their own 
system of justlflcaUon. Why were they not 
content to go along without BOrne system ot 
justification? The answer Is .found In the 
very nature ot man. He cannot live In a 
spiritual vacuum. As the physical nature 
must be sustained by air, tood and water, 
80 tbe Inner man crIes out Incessantly for 
strengthening tnfJuence. "Man shall not live 
by bread alone." He can never be satisfied. 
tn this he dttters trom lower animals. Their 
Immediate physical cravings can be saUsned 
and they are then at peace. Man can fill his 
belly but bls heart Is sUll hungry. The prod
igal and the swine were In the same pig 
sty, but only the prodigal could remember 
with longing bls tather's house. 

It' man is Ignorant ot the heavenly manoa 
which falls about him, he w1l1 knead the 
dough of human doctrines, and bake It In 
the furnace ot his own heart. He cannot llve 
without religion. H18 soul pants for justi
fication as the hart pants for the water 



brook. When mao no longer walks accept
ably before God, be cries. "Make U8 goda to 
go be/ore 1t8," Every Idol ot the heathen 18 
an attestation or the tacl that Ood Is. There 
can be no counterfeit without a genuine. 
The genuine precedes tbe counterfeit and 
Dot tbe reverse. But Idols also tesUty to 
the universal urge within man to reach out 
to the unknown. and to tune the strings of 
bls beart lyre unUl they reBOund In tune 
with the Infinite. Likewise every sectarian 
institution In our civilized world exists a8 a 
demonstration tbat man, when ignorant or 
God's syatem, "I..,.,t devise one ot his own. 

2. They did not submit themselves unto 
God's Bystem ot Justification. The Jews 
built an elaborate structure, compounded ot 
law and t.radltlon, held together by the mor
lar or ritualism. They admitted It con
stituted a yoke which neither themselves 
nor their fathers were able to bear (Acts 
15: 10). So galling waa It to tbe Bplrlt tbat 
It was called a yoke "of bondage" (Gal. 5: 
1). The rope which they had fashioned to 
escape from the prison house of sin, became 
a hangman's nOOS8 for those who trusted In 
lL But worst of all, It kept them trom see
Ing the open door of freedom . 

Herein lies the greal danger of the specu
laUve theories of sectlsm. Talk to n Chris· 
tlan Scientist. and note how hlB theory has 
warped his thinking unUl he will not su~ 
mit to Ood's system. Try to reason with a 
follower ot Mormonism or an adherent ot 
Calvinism, Wesleyanism, or any other "Ism." 
See how such will twist, wrest, and misapply 
the teachings of the Sacred Volume. Men 
become proud In their defense of tbelr cber
Ished-Ideas "received by tradition from their 
fathers" rather than by revelation from the 
Father. The "light bread" from heaven Is 
loathed by the souls ot those who slgb for 
Ule leeks, onions and garlic of Egypt. The 
highly spiced creeds mean more than the 
simple unadorned truth of heaven. Pure 
eold water bas Iillle appeal to him whose 
sensual appetite has been perverted by strong 
drink. Men who devise imaginative systems 
of jUstification, cannot see the plaIoest facts 
of spiritual revelation because they stand 
10 their own light. Instead ot making them
selves serve God's purpose In the Word, they 
make God's Word serve their purposes In 
the earth. 

3. The Jews were Ignorant of God's sy. 
tem. This Is the baals of the origin of most 
sectarianism In this age. But there was no 
excuse for the Ignorance ot Israel. They 
could not plead that they had no access to 
tbe truth, "But [ say, Have they not heard? 
Yes verily, their sound went Into all the 
earth, and their words unto the ends of the 
world" (Rom. 10: 18). They could not say 
that the system was too difficult to grasp, for 
thousands of their fellowmen understood It 
and obeyed (Acta 13: 43). 

Their Ignorance was wilful, their blind
nees selt-Induced by hate and prejudice. 
those twin-sisters of destruction. As Ulysees 
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put out the one eye of the giant Cyc1oI)8 In 
the cave with the burning fagot, 80 these 
have shut ort their one source of heavenly 
light by their burning desire to walk In the 
wisdom ot men. The steps ot modern sec· 
tarlanlsm are summed up in the three di
visions ot Roman 10: 3. They may be 
labelled : Ignorance, Invention, IndlrterenC8. 
Ignorant of God's system, man Invents one 
ot his own, and In his eagerness to defend 

s 

the chUd of his own mind he becomes I. 
different to God'. revelation. Vet there la 
Is hope, for it a bigoted partisan Uke Paul 
could be converted, wbo knows but what 
you may reach others with truth that shan 
make them free. To do this, we must strike 
at the root ot the trouble. Tbls means tbe 
elimination ot Ignorance, and Ignorance caD 

only be ortset by instruction and lmowledp. 
(7505 Trenton Ave., Sl Louis 14. ltJo.) 

WHO BAPTIZED JOHN THE BAPTIST? 
RADIO TALK BY RICHARD D. KERR 

The wording ot tbls question indicates 
that John was baptized. Before concerning 
ourselves with the Question of who baptized 
him we should decide 
whether or not he wns 
baptized. Our first ques
tion then Is, "Was John 
the Baptist baptized 1" 
If we learn that he was 
bnPtbed we will then 
1)I'oceed with the ques
tion, "Who baptized 
John the BaptlsU" It 
we Cllnnot prove that he 
was eve r baptized It 
would be foollsh to at-
tempt to say who baptized him, would it not? 

The Bible does not tell us that John was 
baptized. It doesn't even give any Indica
tion that he might have been. As a matter 
ot tact It Indicates just the opposite. Ml. 
3: 14 Indicates very clearly that John had 
not bee.n baptized at the time Jesus came 
to him to be baptized ot him. "But John 
forbad him, saying. 'I have need to be be.~ 
tlzed of thee, and com est thou to me?'" It 
John had already been baptized there would 
have been no need fOr him to state a need 
tor baptism. 

The only baptism John telt needful tor 
hlmselt was to be baptized by Christ. Christ, 
however, told him that Just the opposite was 
needful tor them to tuUm all righteousness. 
The Scripture does not tell us that Jesus 
baptized John. It tells us that John bap.
tized Jesus. Since Jesus retused to baptize 
John on this occasion we are led to believe 
that He never did baptize him. And since 
the only baptism John ever telt needtul tor 
himself was for Jesus to baptize him, It 
stands to reason that no one else ever bap
tized him. Thus, . willie the Word ot Ood 
does not state speclOcally whether John was 
or was not baptized the Indication ot 1\1t. 
3: 14 Is tbat he was not baptized. 

Here then Is an oddity. From al1 Indica
tions the only person In the whole Bible re
terred to 88 "the Baptist" waa not baptized ! 
Yet today the only people who call them
selves "Baptists" are baptized. Believe It 
or not. John could be a Baptist without be
Ing baptized. The word "baptist" does not 
mean "one who Is baptized." The word 

"baptize" means "Immerse," the word " bap
tlst" means "Immerser." 

John was called "the Baptlat" because be 
was the first. and tor a while the only per
son to bapttze. He was not "one of the b* 
Uzers" or merely "a baptizer." Be wu "the 
baptizer," tor when he began to baptize he 
was Ule only person who did baptize. 

It was not necessary tor John to be bap
tized to Quality for the work God appOinted 
him to do in baptizing others. BapUam I. 
reterred to In Rom. G: 4 and Col. 2: 12 u 
a burial. One who baptizes Is then one wbo 
buries. John the Baptist burled human 
bodies In water by baptism but It was OD 
more necessary tor blm to Orst hue beeD 
baptized than It Is necessary tor an under· 
taker to be burled betore he can bury olhert. 

The world Is not always what It prote8lel 
to be. There are many people who call 
themselves "Christians" but refuse to be like 
Christ. There are also many people who call 
themselves "Baptists" but have never hap.. 
tlzed anyone, You cannot be a Christian 
unless you live like Christ. Vou cannot be 
a baptl~t unleu you baptize someone. 

It I were to tel1 you that I was an 1m
merser and you knew that I had never im
mersed anyone you would probably think me 
a lIar or, It charitable In your opinion, would 
conclude that I was Ignorant ot the meaning 
of the word "Immerse." Tbe word "baptist" 
means exactly the same as "Immerser." Yet 
It I were to tel1 you that 1 waa a bapUst 
you would think nothing of It even It 1 had 
never baptized anyone. Such has been and 
yet Is the misuse and abuse ot the word 
"baptisl." Only those who baptize othen 
can truth tully be called "baptlsta." 

To call yourself a "baptist" wben you have 
never baptized Is proot that either you do 
Dot understand the meaning or the word 
"baptist" or else you are willing to risk your 
hope ot heaven by a brazen disregard ot the 
Word ot God. The disciples ot Christ are 
never reterred to In the Bible as "Baptista," 
The disciples ot Christ as churches aTe called 
"the churches of Christ" (Rom. 16: 16) and 
as individuals are called "Christians" (Acta 
11:26; 26: 28; 1 Pet. 4: 16). Tbe BapUlt 
Church Is not the New Testament cburch, 
(606 S. Mine La Motte St., Fredericktown. 
Mo.) 
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LOVE 
RADIo TALK BY F. WILFORD LANDES 

Jobn 3: 16, "For God so loved the world 
that be gave his only begotten BOn tbat who
soever belteveth on him might Dot perish. 
but b a v e everlasting 
li te. " 

Again we want to re
ter you to the above 
verse. It you recall in 
di s c u s sl n gOod, we 
atated that He la a mer
cltul and loving Father. 
and this verse states 
that His love to man Is 
so great that he treely 
gave His son to die tor 
our sins. 

t am atrald that we do not always under
atand the Jove at God. tor we take a great 
deal tor granted. 

took the first child born at Bathsheba tor 
their sin. 

He Is a God at love, mercy, gentleness, 
longsuttering, torglveness and patience, but 
also we are told that he Is a God at severity. 
Let me read Rom. 11: 22. "Behold theretore 
the goodness and severity of God: on them 
which tell severity ; but toward thee good
ness, It thou continue in His goodness: 
otherwise thou shalt be cut ott." 

Too many cry, God Is Love, and He la. 
but they need a lso to cry that He will punish 
those who walk not In HI8 ways or trust not 
In His word. I know that that Is not what 
Is called popular doctrine. but to look at one 
thing and to Ignore the dangers on the other 
hand Is stupidity. To see only the trl endll
ness of our allied tree nations and to Ignore 
the dangers at Communist Russia and tbe 
Iron curtai n countries would be tol1y; like 
unto the ostrich, sticking his head in the 
sand. Yet people will do the same thing 
concerning God, their ears are open to his 
love. but closed to His severity. 

Why do you suppose that Ood gave His 
8OD, that the world might Dot per lab ! Notice 
the word perish; to die, to be lost. But we 
must obey the reat or the verse 8S It con
nects with all or God's word, it we aTe to 
be saved and not perish. The aposUe Peter 
tells U8, 2 Peler 3: 9 that God Is "longautrer
Ing to us-ward. nol willing that any should 
perish, but thal all should come to repent
ance." What or those that don't come to 
repentance! Severity. perish! 

You may say that tbls Is a strange Bermon 
on love. True as sermons go, It Is, but never
theless we correct our children whom we 
love. We punish them for disobedience, yet 
we love them. W e do It because we love 

them, not In 8plte or It. 
In 1 John 4: 8 we are 

love." ] believe this as 
Bible. but nevertheless I 

told that "God Is 
I believe all tbe 
realize that there 

Is a limitation of God's love 88 well as ours. 
He has given us his Son, the church, a way 
to heaven, and do we expect him to do It all? 
Is there not sl)8.Ce In our lives tor love tor 
Him, that we can willingly and happily do 
the things he has asked at us? His love Is 
great, but we must Jove In return. (60] W. 
Broadway, Farmington, N. Mex.) 

Love Is a very dlmcult thing to deflne. It 
Is not Instinctive, but Is a matter at educa
tion. You may not agree with me at first 
In this, but tallow with me tor a tew mo
ments. The babe born Into this world does 
not have an Instinctive love tor the mother. 
but his love Is directed to those who care 
tor him and show him love and atrection: it 
may be hla mother, a nurse, a taster mother 
or someone else. And as the love between 
two people growa unUI it Is strong enough 
that they are willing to sacrlflce everything 
tor one another and plan to marry; Ood's 
love tor his erring creature man, was great 
enough that he sacrificed His 80n that we 
might be treed t ram the powers of ain, Intro
duced to the world by Satan. 

THE SECRET OF CHURCH GROWTH 

I would a lso divide love Into two classes, 
one physical and the other spiritual. The 
flrst would deal with those at our tell ow men 
and our famili es, yet a love that Is only 
physical Is no higher than that at the beasts 
at the fleld . In our consideration at love, as 
It concerns those at the fl esh It Is Impossible 
to separate the physical tram It, 88 we Judge 
by the Oesh; but In deaJlng with God we 
ahould see that God Is a spirit and Ihey that 
love and serve him must do It in Spirit. 

I said at the beginning that too many 
take the love at God tor granted or trust too 
much In one side at love. 

God's love tor Adam was great enough to 
create tor him a companion, but He didn't 
let His love come between Hlmselt and His 
word. He banished Adam and Eve tram the 
garden and made them subject to death. He 
loved the world In the days at Noah, but 
could not let this love cover the wickedness 
at tbe world, BO He destroyed all but eight 
righteous BOuls. He loved the children at 
Israel, His chosen people, enough to deliver 
them tram the bondage at Egypt, but spared 
them not when they transgressed at Mount 
Sinai, by turning to Idols while Moses was 
receiving the law. He loved David and he 
ia called a man atter God's own heart, tor 
David repented when he sinned. but God 

BY J. c. VAUGHN 

Just betore our Lord ascended to heaven, 
he called unto him eleven men, whom he 
commissioned to proclaim the gospel to the 
whole world. This was done a short dis
lance trom where he was nailed to the cross 
torty·tbree daY8 betore. He led them out 
nnlll they were over against Bethany, where 
he Jltted up his hands and blessed them. 
"And It came to pass, while he bleBBed them, 
he was parted tram tbem, and carried up 
Into heaven" (LIt. 24: 50,5]). Tbey were 
told to tarry In Jerusalem tor the coming at 
the Holy Spirit who was to guide them Into 
all truth. Let your mind wander back through 
the centuries and see this little band at 
fishermen walking slowly down the moun
tain toward the city where their Master had 
been shamefully nailed to tbe cross so re
cently. He has now gone to His throne on 
high. How lonely they must teel as they 
look down upon the wicked city, where the 
religious leaders who thirsted tor the blood 
of Christ now await a cbance to destroy bls 
disciples. They look out upon a world at 
heathen darkness. Wbat can they accom
plish. this little group with no earthly 
prestige? 

]s there anything but despair? Yes, there 
Is the promise, "Teach all I command you, 
and 10, ] am with you alway, even to the 
end of t/l.e world." How can tbey change 
the minds at men tram the religion which 
they had been taught and tram the traditions 
which were dearer to them than life? While 
the little band at disciples engage In earnest 

prayer, the Holy Spirit descends to tench 
them all things eesentlaJ to etel'nal tlte. 
They teach the way at salvation and a wild 
cry goes up tram the assembled multitud"'. 
Some cried one thing, some another. Peter 
arises and delivers a plain gospel sermon. 
The traditions or the Sadducees are cast 
aside. The authority at the prleets and high 
priest becomes null and void. The Jewish 
omclals who crucified the Son ot God are 
denounced 88 wicked, lawless murderer". 
The doctrines at men ot world renown are 
cast to the earth. A new law at lite is pro
claimed. It Is opposed to pride, prestige and 
pomp at men. It Is contrary to tbe desires 
at pleasure-loving men. Then why was It 
accepted by 80 many? What was the secret 
at the propagation at the early church? 

A careful study at the early church and 
Its work wHI enable us to discover great 
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principles, which if applied today will result 
In brlngtng millions to Christ. The gospel 
of Christ posseuea the same power 8S when 
proclaimed by Peter and Paul. Then what 
is the key to the Buecesa ot the early church? 
Can we not find It and use It again as they 
used it. with the same result! 

Old their success In reaching mtlliona lie 
In their power to beal the sick, raise the 
dead and perform other miracles? Paul de
clares. " I am not ashamed ot the gospel ot 
Christ, tor It Is the power ot God unto sal
vaUon to everyone that believeth" (Rom. 
1: 16). Thus the growth ot the church did 
not depend upon miracles. Let U8 study tbe 
work done by the Jerusalem church. and 8.8 

certain as etrect tollows cause, the same 
or100101e& applled now will achieve like 
reBuits. 

The first tblng tbat entered tn to accom
plish so much was their !lrm trust In God. 
Tbey relied upon his wisdom and guidance 
tor strength. Tbe church bad Its birth in a 
prayer meeting which had continued for 
days. Every member had freed h. life of 
aln, and was wholly consecrated to God. 
There were no halt-hearted, half-converted 
murmurers slUing around. The apostles did 
not have to preach a year to get the church 
members warmed up. We trust too much 
In big preachers, plenty or money and news
paper ads. These may be good in t.helr place, 
but are like a heap of wood without a match 
to start the name. They were on fire with 
love for God and each other. They looked 
the whole world tn the tace and declared 
they owed no man anything but to love him. 
Here Is where we fall! Can you name a con· 
gregation today with the burning love tbat 
was In the Jerusalem churCh. 

2. Anot.her thing which gave the Lord 
glory and honor lay in the holy lives of the 
members. Whosoever followed Christ In 
those days must be transformed by the re
newing of his mind. He had to prove what 
was that good and perfect will at God. 
Th re was a distinclllne between the church 
and the world. They counled the man who 
was a friend of the world as the enemy of 
Ood, and Its friendship as enmity with him. 
They believed that "It any man love the 
world, the love of the Father Is not In him." 
They knew that the "lust or the fiesb, the 
lusl of the eye, and the pride of life" were 
not of the Father but of the world, and that 
while these things would pass away, It was 
only the one who did the will ot God who 
could abide forever. Men could not drag 
covetous hearta and sinful practtces Into the 
house of God and remain in good standing. 
The very moment a man showed such a 
spirit, his name was called pub1Jcly, and he 
W88 warned, "Repent at thy wickedness, and 
pray God, If perhaps the thought of thine 
heart may be forgiven Ulee' (Acts S: 21-23). 

Today we otten have elders who are too 
cowardly and compromising to rebuke covet
ous church members, lest they become of
tended and arouse trouble. We need a strong 
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leadership to IItt up the New Testament 
standard, and say to aU, rich and poor, high 
and low, great and small, "Your covetousnen 
and undeanness shall not be permitted In 
the temple of God." The Crult at the Spirit 
must determine Our right to a place in the 
chUrch on earth. or the courts of heaven. 
Jesus said," Bring forth fruits meet for re
pentance" (Matt. 3: 10). The greatest steam· 
ship constructed by man could not make one 
Journey from New York to LIverpool. If the 
water were permitted to constantly pour into 
It. The ship must be In the water, but the 
water must not get Into the ship. The 
church must be in tht: world to convert It. 
but If the unconverted world 611s tbe church, 
it will sink Into the depths. 

There are some congregations today wbere 
members take active part who are more vile 
than many In the worht. The chUrch which 
tolerates members w~ose dally lives are 
filled with worldliness and disobedience has 
lost Its power ror good. Without the highest 
standard of living the chUrch will tall. "The 
grace of God that brlngeth salvation hath 
appeared to all men, teaching us that deny
ing ungodliness and worldly lust. we should 
Jive soberly, righteously and godly In this 
present world" (Titus 2: 11,12). It the 
church Is not better than every other InsU
tuUon on earth, It has no right to exist. 

3. The next thing which gave the church 
influence and honor was the valuable service 
It rendered to mankind. The chUrch bas a 
twofold work: to lead. souls to Christ, and 
to help those In need. While the church 
throws money at big preachers and neglects 
the poor while It Is In her power to help 
them, her mission Is not tuUllIed. While 
some members live dally In pleasure and 
mirth as Dives, Bnd others are sutrering 
like Laznrus, the chureh cannot prosper. 
"Whoso hath this world's goods and seeth 
bls brother have need, and shutteth up his 
bowels of compassion from him, bow dwell· 
elh the love of Ood tn him?" (1 John 3: 17). 

Thousands today are deceived. They think 
that If they attend the Lord's Day service, 
put a small orrering In the col1ecUon nnd 
live respectable lives the rest or the week 
they will be saved. Read Matthew 25: 41.44 
and you will have Christ's final answer to 
such persons. So impressed with the neces
sity of the care of the unfortunate was the 
early chUrch that seven at the best men 
among them were chosen to see that no one 
was neglected. The result was "The word 
of God increased and the number at the dis
ciples multiplied exceedingly" (Acts 6: 7). 
The task was 80 well done that the writer 
says, "Neither was there any among them 
that lacked." Think how much at the New 
Testament is devoted to thts type at work 
and you wl11 understand Its iml)Ortance. 

When Paul and Barnabas were sent torth 
they were told to remember the poor. Paul 
says "The same which 1 was torward to do." 
He took special palna to write to Corinth. 
"Now concerning the collectton for the 
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saints, as I have given orders to churches 
at Galatia, 80 do yeo Upon the Orst day of 
the week let everyone of you lay by him In 
store as God hath prospered him, that there 
be no gatherings when I come." In 2 Cor. 
8: l~19, men were chosen of the cburcbea 
to travel and secure funda for the poor. I_ 
Ule church now doing what It should In that 
respect? So great bas been our neglect tbat 
fraternal orders have sprung up everywhere 
to do the work God assigned us. The tender 
care at fatherless and widows Iltted the 
early church to a high standard in the eyes 
of the world and opened many doora to 
greater service. 

4. No church can succeed without a mu
tual love among the members. It envy. 
Jealousy and strife exlsl, the church is 8 

failure. Jesus said, "By this shall all men 
know that ye are my disciples, Ir ye have 
love one to another" (John 13: 35). A man 
may know a fraternal order member by a 
badge he wears, or a secret handclasp, but a 
Christian must have the badge of love en· 
graved on his heart. So long as the fire of 
love burns In the hearts of those who con
stitute the chUrch, all the plots of the devil 
and plans or evil men cannot destroy It. 

5. In the early church every member was 
a personal worker. As 800n as a man obeyed 
the gospel he realized It was his duty to save 
others. The New Testament abounds with 
noble deeds proving the overflowing love 
they had for each other. One at the most 
striking examples of devotion is recorded 
In Paul's leavetaking In Acts 20: 36. "And 
wben he had thus spoken, he kneeled down 
and prayed wtth them all. And they all 
wept sore, and fell on Paul's neck and kissed 
him. sorrowing most of all for the warda 
which he had sooken that they should see 
his tace no more." We read In 1 Theaaa· 
lontans 4: 9,10, "But concerning love of the 
brethren. ye have no need that] write unto 
you, tor ye yourselves are taught of God to 
love one anothe.r. For Indeed ye do It to all 
of the brethren that are 1n Macedonia." Here 
was a church which needed no admonlUon 
to love tOr they loved a.11 at the brethren in 
Macedonia. Can we find a church like that 
today? There were several thousand memo 
bers tn Jerusalem, yet there was no envy or 
strife among them. They were "all of ODe 
heart and one soul" (Acts 4: 32). Selfish
ness was lost sight at In their great desire 
to save the lost, relieve the atDlcted and 
comfort the brokenhearted. Such a church 
18 certain to prosper and Its 1nlluence will 
live forever. (524 E. Emerson St., Para
gOU ld. Ark.) 

Those who received caples at the New 
Testament Commentary, by E. M. Zerr, 88 a 
result of advance order8 are requested to 
Bend payment as quickly as poSSible, since 
we must meet a bill of several thousand 
dollars soon as a result of printing costs. 
If there Is any queslJon about the obligation. 
write us . 
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FOR THIS WE PLEAD 
BY W. CARL KETCHERSIDE 

1. We plead tor a r~proclamaUon of the 
glad tidings of tbe Lord JeauB Christ as first 
announced by his chosen, Qualified and au
thorized witnesses. These men were apostles 
by the will ot Cod (2 Cor. 1 : 1) . They be
longed to God and He gave them to His Son 
(John 17: 6). They were with each other 
and with Rim during His enUre personal 
ministry. from His Immersion by John the 
Immerser, unUI His return to beaven (Acts 
1: 21, 22). They were authoritatively com
missioned by the King to go Into all the 
world and proclaim the good news to every 
creature (Mark 16: 16) . They were to teach 
all things whatsoever He bad commanded 
them (Matt. 28: 20). To enable them to ae
'complfsh this task. He promised, "But the 
Comforter, which Is the Holy Spirit. whom 
the Father wtll send in my name, he shall 
teach you aU thing!, and bring an thing! 
to your remembrance, whatsoever [ have 
said unto you" (John 14: 26) . Anything, 
therefore, which Is not found In the apostles' 
teaching, is something our Lord has not 
commanded. We are not witnesses. Our task 
Is merely to re-etate the written testimony 
ot those who were witnesses. God raised 
up Christ and "shewed him openly, not to 
all the people. but to witnesses chosen before 
ot God" (Acts 10: 41) . Jesus said unto them, 
"Ye shall be witnesses unto me, both in 
Jerusalem, and In Judea, and In Samaria, 
and unto the uttermost parla of the earth" 
(Acts 1: 8). They declared, "And we are his 
wltnessea of these things" (Acts 6: 32) . The 
holy apostles are still His witnesses today, 
and we are dependent ut>On their testimony. 
They are the only witnesses of Jehovah in 
this age. All others who claim to be 80 are 
pretenders. 

The apostles were sent Into the world as 
God sent Christ Into the world (John 17 : 
18) . Unto them was given the "ministry of 
reconciHaUon" which consUtuted them "am
bassadors tor Christ·· (2 Cor. 6: 18.20) . We 
are not ambassadors and cannot be. It Is 
ridiculous tor UB to aJltrm, even In song, 
"Ambassador to be ot realms beyond the 
sea, I'm here on business for my king." The 
Biblical character who used that last phrase 
Jled In using it. He was neeing from the 
king at the time (1 Sam. 21: 2) . And our 
brethren who use the first phrase are Just 
as sadly mistaken. An ambassador Is a 
minister plenlpotenUary, clothed with spe
cial powers to make treaties and enter Into 
agreements, authoritatively binding upon the 
sovereign power which sent him. Only the 
apostles could do this. They have no suc
cessors to their office. During the period of 
regeneration they are sitting upon twelve 
thrones Judging (Matl 19 : 28) . A throne Is 
a symbol of authority. The apostles are In 
authority now through the revelation given 
unto them. Their testimony constitutes the 
final and only appeal In things spiritual. 

The kingdom of our Lord Is an absolute 
monarchy. The subjects are not legislators. 
They have no right to bind any terms or 
conditions or fellowship upon their feHows 
except those proposed by the heavenly Father 
and executed by the King. No one can know 
the mind of the Lord (Rom. 11: 34) except 
as He bas revealed it by His Spirit (1 Cor, 
2: 10) . The purpose ot God was uncovered 
to the apostles tbat they "might know the 
things that nre freely given of God" (1 Cor. 
2: 12) . These things they had power to bind 
upon earth, with the assuranCe they would 
be bound In heaven (Matt. 18 : 18) . No man 
has a right to bind upon others what the 
king does not want bound; no one can know 
what the king wants bound upon otbers, 
except as He has revealed It. To bind any· 
thing which the king has not bound Is to 
make one a legislator, or lawgiver. We are 
to be doers of the law, not mnkel"B of the 
law. "It thou Judge the law, thou art not a 
doer of the law, but a Judge. There is one 
lawgiver who Is ahle to save and to destroy" 
(James 4: l1,l2). Having no ability to save 
or destroy, we have no right to make laws. 
or to judge the one God has made. It Is 
upon this rock that the makers of every 
creed, written or unwritten, must finally 
founder. 

The gospel Is the power of God unto sal· 
vatlon (Rom. 1: 16) , When received with 
meekness as the engrafted word it Is "able 
to save your 8Ouls" (James 1: 21) . It was 
the gospel by which the Corinthian a would 
be saved If they kept In memory what was 
preached unto them (1 Cor. 15 : 2) . The 
word ot God Is the seed of the kingdom 
(Luke 8: 11). When that word Is talthfully 
proclaimed and received, it will produce but 
one thing- a Christian. No man was ever 
made a Methodist, a Presbyterian, a Lu
theran, or a Mormon, by obedience to the 
gospel. It the gospel ever made one man a 
Methodist, It would make Methodists of all 
who faithfully obey It. But the gospel was 
preached, believed and accepted hundreds of 
years before anyone was made a Methodist. 
Every seed produces "after Its kind." 'Vhat· 
ever the gospel produced the nrst day It was 
preached, It will produce whenever and 
wherever it Is preached. To otrset sectarian
Ism with Its bitterness, schisms. divisions 
and heartaches, we plead for all who love 
the Lord to be Christians only, that all may 
be one in Christ. To achieve this, an that Is 
needed Is to preach only what makes Chris
tians, and cease to preach what makes any
thing else. It you want only lettuce, and no 
radishes In your garden, the thing to do Is 
to plant lettuce seed, and not plant radish 
seed. 

God's revelation Is complete. It Is a per
fect law ot liberty (James 1: 25). It con· 
slets ot facts to be believed, commands to be 
be obeyed, promises to be enjoyed, and warn-

ings to be feared, That gospel cannot be 
perverted without trouble to God's people 
(Gal. 1: 7) . It a man or angel preaches an
other gospel he will rest under the anathema 
ot God (Gal. 1 : 8,9). In view of all this, we 
entreat our friends who profess a love for 
God to speak where the Bible speaks, and 
remain silent wbere It Is silent. Only then 
can we move closer to each other by moving 
closer to Christ. 

2. The Pat/em of SOlllld Words 
We plead for the declaration ot God's will 

In the language employed by the Holy Spirit, 
that 18. lbe calling ot Bible things by Bible 
names, thus making it possible for all to 
speak the same thing. Language Is the ve
hicle of thoughL Words are the representa
tives of Ideas. Tbe thoughts and Intents ot 
God can only be made known to men through 
the use of words. These words must cor
rectly portray as external Images the will of 
the Innnite mind. It Is unthinkable that God 
would select Inferiol', ambiguous or mis
leading terms to express His will. He who 
made m'tn's mouth and can teach h im what 
to say (£xo. 4: ]] , 12) would surely be able 
to express His own desires clearly and 
emphatically, 

The ambassadors of our Lord repudiated 
excellency of SPeech and the philosophical 
terminology or their day in declaring the 
testmony of God (1 Cor. 2: 1). Their speech 
and preaching was not with enUclng words 
of man's wisdom (1 Cor. 2: 4). They spake 
"nol In the words which man's wisdom 
teacho111, but whlcb the Holy Spirit teacheth , 
explaining spiritual things In spiritual 
terms" (1 Cor. 2: 13 ) . There Is no other 
way by which one may guard a message 
against misinterpretation In transm ission 
than by the employment of the original 
words In their original sense, In the pubUca· 
Uon of that message. The truth of heaven 
was revealed from an Infallible source. As 
given, it was and Is Intalllbly safe. To add 
to It, subtract from It, modify It, alter It, or 
confuse It with an unscrlptural vocabulary 
Is to thwart the divine purpose, render the 
revelation sterile, and create division In the 
religious realm. 

The at>Ost1es committed the teaching at 
the Holy Spirit to their contemporaries. 
These were commanded to "Hold fast the 
form ot sound words, which thou hast heard 
of me, In faith and love which Is In Christ 
Jesus" (2 Tim. 1: 13) . The word "form" 
refers to a mould or pattern. Many readers 
wlll recal1 the butter moulds of yesteryear. 
Arter the milk was churned, the butter re
Builing therefrom was pressed Into a mould. 
'Vhen released It bore the Imprint of the 
mOUld. As long as one mould was employed, 
every pat of butter coming from It bore the 
same Imprint. The hundredth looked exactly 
like the first. It the gospel Is preached now 
in the same fashion as It was nineteen hun
dred years ago, It will have the same effect. 
Those who obey tt wl11 bear the same Image 
as Chr1sUans of the first century. Those 



wbo received tbe pattern trom the apostles 
• were to transmit It to others. "The things 

that thou bast heard ot me among many 
wItDe88e8. tho aam8 commit thou to faithful 
men, who shall be able to teach others also" 
(2 Tim. 2: 2), This meant the using ot 
"Sound speech that cannot be condemned" 
(TItus 2: 8). 

When God's ancient people, Israel, bad 
been long In bondage, thrown into associa
tion with a foreign and pagan nation, their 
language lost Its purity. "And their cbll
dren spake halt In the speech ot Ashdod. 
and could not speak tn the Jews' language" 
(Neh. 13: 24). Though they were DOW freed 
from capllvlty. their speech betrayed their 
tormer slate. Today. spiritual Israel, bavlng 
been liberated from Babylon. and with faces 
turned to J erusalem, still cHog to the lan
guage of 8P081.88Y. What sacred word ot Im
portance bas not been used and abused In 
sucb tasblon, that It no longer conveys tbe 
Idea Intended by Him at wbom it was at
firmed, "Never man spake like this man" 
(John 7: 46)1 Has not tbe name "ChrlsLtan" 
been so maltreated that it no longer applies 
88 "the new name which the mouth ot the 
Lord hath named"Y Is not tbe same tblng 
true at such warda as gospel, bishop, pastor, 
mJnlster, presbyter, deacon, communion, etc.? 
It is only when we ascertain the original 
Impllcatton at such words and employ them 
to convey one meaning, and that God's mean
ing, that peace can be restored. 

The restoration at pure speech necessitates 
the elimination tram our spiritual vocabu
lary ot all that Is not tound In the Sacred 
Scriptures. Anytblng that Is scrlpturaJ can 
be described tn scriptural terma; anything 
that cannot be described In scriptural lan
guage Is not scriptural. The apostles' doe
trine can be defined in apostolic language. 
Whatever cannot be deftned In the language 
at the Book, Is not In the Book. No scrip.. 
tural Idea is conveyed by such terms RS 

pope, archbishop, cardinal, maaa, rosary, 
mourner's bench, etc., therefore none at 
these Is described In the Bible. Let us dis
card allot them, and the things tor which 
they stand, and the reJlg10us world will be 
a long way back toward Jerusalem! 

The apostolic entreaty tor the brethren 
Is that they all speak the same thing and 
be pertectly joined together In the same 
mind and In the same Judgment (1 Cor. 
1: 10). It 18 obvious that It all spoke the 
same thing, they would be at the same 
mind. it It be urged that .peaklng lbe 
same thing Is the natural re,,,lt ot thinking 
the same thing, we suggest that speaking tbe 
same thing may welt become the cau'e pro
ducing the etrect at thinking the same thing. 
It Is inconceivable that, In its present 8tate, 
the reltgious world, can, even by Joint reso
lutton, begin to think the same things im
mediately. This would require a mlracle 
upon the human taculty at reason, and would 
destroy the taculty lueU by compulSion at 
thought. But It all who love the Lord would 

MISSION MESSENGER 

resolve to "speak 88 the oracle8 at God" and 
refuse to condone that tor whlcb there Is no 
"thu8 saith the Lord" dltrerences in think
ing and practice would soon melt away &8 

does the chilling ice when the rays at the 
sun tall directly upon it. 

We acknowledge that even a restoring at 
Biblical vocabulary would not In8tantane
ously produce unity at all believers. This 
generaUon, out at the tradltionaUsm at the 
past, would sUIl attach to the words a slg
nLflcance not justified by tbe scriptures, but 
tuture generations shut ott tram an unscrlp
tUral vocabulary and with only the language 
at the Spirit to Investigate, would soon come 
by research to a proper appreciation at God's 
revelation. Thus, by speaking the same 
things, the world would come to think the 
same things. Can we leave any more worthy 
heritage to our children than to bequeath 
them the means tor overcoming the disunity 
and ·schlsm which exists In our modern 
religious world? 

We earnestly entreat all who would bow 
to the sovereignty at Jesus the Messiah, to 
join In a sincere attempt to throw ott the 
shackles at the thraldom at "Mystery, Baby
lon the Great" Let us discard the manners, 
customs, dialect and rituals which barlot 
daughters have inherited tram the old 
"Mother at the Tiber." The language at 
heaven never divided God's Children Into 
warring camps or schismatic groups. Bow 
shall we return to His ways that we may 
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walk therein, atter so many years at wan
dering through the maze and labyrinth at 
human doctrines? 

There can be no restoration, unless It. 18 
preceded by a personal reformation ot 
thought, word and deed. Social actlon must 
flrst be preceded by Individual consecration. 
Each must realize his part in the destiny at 
God's eternal plan. Let every Methodist, 
Baptist, Presbyterian and Lutheran who 
loves God more than be loves men, wbo 
loves truth more than he loves error, per
sonalty consecrate his Intellect and energy 
toward a search at God's Word uninfluenced 
by denominational literature, written tor the 
speclflc purpose at maintaining cleavages. 
Let everyone so minded embrace every item 
ot heaven's wlll Immediately he apprehends 
tt, and SOon alJ wllJ come closer to the tocal 
point at truth. We have been divided by the 
words at men. 'Ve can be united only by 
the 'Vord at God. (7606 Trenton Avenue, 
St. Louis 14. Missouri) . 

(The series at articles, at which the above 
Is the first, represent the convictions at the 
author, who Is also editor ot this paper. 
They may not necessarily represent the 
views In all particulars at other writers or 
contributors to the paper except as they 
embrace them. Your crltlcJsDl, trlendly or 
untrlendly, Is soliCited and Invited. Regard
less at the spirIt In which you write tult 
consideration will be given to every commu
nication.) 

A CRITIC ANSWERED 
BY R OY loNEY 

S. P. Lowry, Minister, at Dayton, Ohio, 
takes noisy excepUon to our posiUon regard
Ing the "one-man ministry" at recent origin 
among the churches. He sends me a long 
Itst at Questions demanding I answer tbem 
privately. It I were to answer privately 
all sucb communications I'd have tittle 
time tor public writing. I shall not, at 
bi8 demand, limtt my own time or usetul
ness by writing to one while [ could be 
teaching several thousand others. I'll anwer 
through the MISSION MESSENOt:.a, and we'll 
gladly give him space tor a reply it be glvea 
us an opportunity to detend oU1'8elves betore 
bls own people. He prates about ,ltalrness" 
but that Is not a one-way street. It goes In 
his direction as well as mine. "Sauce tor 
the goose i8 also sauce tor the gander!" 

Many at his questions are so overlapping 
1 decline to give space to them all, but will 
give a general view at his position. He asks 
It it Is wrong tor a preacher to teacb classes, 
visit the sick, preach sermons, admonish 
tbe wayward and accept support tram the 
churcb tor sucb work. He Is laying a trap, 
tor it I answer In the negative, he will say, 
"Tben the blred ministry Is scriptural." 
This Is tar tram what Paul had In mind 
when he said "Prove all things." The burden 

at proot 18 on bls shoulders, not mine. He 
bad just 8s well ask It tt Is scriptural to 
sing hymns at the hour at worship and upon 
receiving an affirmative reply, proceed to 
spend the entire worship hour In singing 
hymns. A preacher can scripturally do any 
or allot the above work, but It be does 80 
much at It that llttle encouragement la given 
the members at the congregation to do the 
same work, then it deflnltely becomes a sin! 

A noted Industrialist recently stated, 
"Christianity above all Is Individualistic. It 
teacbes the Importance at every person. 
every soul. It offers hope to any Individual 
to exercise his wilt to Improve himself. It 
stresses his reepoDsibllity to do ~a re
sponslbtllty that be owea not merely to sa
clety but also to a blgher power." 

1 agree with the above statement. Every 
Christian must work out bls own salvation 
In tear and trembling. Tbe church Is the 
body at Cbrlst with many members (1 Cor. 
12: 12) . Every member Is under divine ob
IIgaUon to work tor Chrlsl Paul wrote to 
the Ephesians, "But speaking the truth In 
love, may grow up into him In all thinKS, 
which Is the bead even Christ : trom whom 
tbe whole body Btly Joined together and com
pacted by tbat which ""erst jm1lt IUPplfe/". 
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according to the errectua} working in the 
measure or everv part, maketb increase of 
the body unto the ed-ilvinu 01 itself in love" 
(Eph. 4: 16,16). I respectfully ask S. P . 
Lowry to Quote the scripture which author
ize a New Testament churcb to hire a "Big 
hi" Minister to do the major part ot the 
edltylng tor them. The divine plan was for 
It to edlty itselt In love, not to bire that 
edification done by a p rofessional edlftel'. 

When a "Minister" is hired to do l)raC
lican y all of tbe public work thet'e is little, 
It any. encouragement given to the Indi
vidual member to exercise his will to im
prove himself in the work of the Lord. 
Members become more and more dependent 
on the "Minister" and lose all incentive to 
learn to speak u.nto the church to edification. 
This Is detrimental to the spiritual growth 
at the individual members, and contrary to 
the divine pur1>Ose Qt Christ. A tew years 
ago I spent some months in a home where 
the head ot the taml1y belonged to a "Min· 
istered" church. Their tunds ran low, and 
the "Minister" low in purse and in mind, 
sought greener pastures. The flock was lett 
without a protessional ediftel'. It was sug· 
gested that the local members take t urns tor 
a time speaking to edification. Some bad 
been members of the churcb tor torty years. 
This man began to study his Bible to pre
pare a lesson. Each evening he studied at 
least an bour. When the treasury was reo 
plenished, another "protess!onal edtfter" was 
obtained, and that soon, the bome Bible 
Study ceased, I was told be made one ex· 
cellent talk betore the church, but with th~ 
arrival ot the "Minister" he had no turther 
incentive to study. The "Minister" could 
now do that tor the flock. He became the 
local "Bureaucrat" ted at the public trough, 
to do what those members should have been 
encouraged to do tor themselves, while their 
money went to the mJssion fields! 

No church Is truly a New Testament 
church unless it can edtry Itsetr in love, as 
Paul commanded. 'Ve have constantly at· 
firmed that all ot God's commands are essen· 
tlnl, but the use ot this modern "bureaucrat" 
sets aside one ot the plainest commands in 
the Bible. "Wheretore comtort yourselves 
together and edtly one another, even as 
also ye do" (1 Thess. 5: 11). A member who 
Is never encouraged to study and edify the 
church, to visit tbe wayward, or do personal 
work and other things ot like nature, can 
never be a tuUgrown man In Christ. He Is 
perpetually spoon ted and bis spiritual 
muscles atrophy trom lack at use. It a 
congregation must always depend upon a 
protesslonal crutch, they can never be self· 
sufficient, not being "complete in him who 
Is the head ot all prlncipal1ty and power." 
They are never pertected unto every good 
work. Always the Important work is done 
by a hireling whose chlet interest is selt, 
not Christ (Phil. 2: 21), Some ot these 
affirm they are entt tled to a better salary 
than the other members, 

MISSION ME SSENG ER 

The quality ot our people as individuals Is 
the true measure of the strength and in· 
fluence ot the church. I know ot no more 
needtu l task than to give each individual 
confidence in himself to become an effectual 
worker tor Christ, by Inspiring him to d~ 
" elop his truents, and Instilling into him 
habits ot initiative and sense ot responsl· 
bility, that the church might be "a glorious 
church not having spot or wrinkle," 

All members should be developed into soul· 
savers, students and teachers able to stand 
on their own teet, each as a soldier waging 
a battle against a common toe, This can be 
done only t.hrough a mutual mJnistry, not a 
hired ministry. KJng George III ot England 
lost his American colonies partly because at 
hired and protessional soldiery. The church 
of God needs no hired Hessians to fight. Its 
battles. Let. each member be trained to meet 
the toe, and not run like a scared rabbit to 
the "Minister" tor intormatlon everytime a 
sectarian shouts "Boo!" 

I am a preacher and have tour grown 
sons, all members of the church. Neither or 
them expects to become an evangelist. But 
a ll can and do speak unto edification ot the 
church. When I am home, I am seldom 
called upon to take even a minor part in 
the public worship service. All or the memo 
bers are being trained to carry on in tbat 
pbase ot service. How I enjoy sitting there 
and watching those boys instruct the breth· 
I'en. This Is God's plan that all should par· 
tlcipate! 

"Big 1\1" Ministers were as toreign to the 
early church as "Big B" Bishops, but evan· 
gelists fired with zeal tor the lost went out 
Into the highways and byways ot the world 
seeking the lost. They established Ule church 
in thousands ot communities. They ted those 
young churches until they could scripturally 
appoint elders, and then they moved on to 
new fields. The churCh at Thessalonlca 
sounded out the word ot the Lord to regions 
beyond (1 Thess. 1: 8) but now the cburches 
caU the preacher to sound t.he word in to 
those already saved, while the urgent Mace
donian caBs go unheeded. It S. p, Lowry 
and bls flock would follow the apostolic 
example, he would not be a localed Minister. 
but an evnngelist, carrying the gospel to 
new communities. This answers another ot 
his Questions: "Is it a sin for a churCh to 
support a preacher?" The Philippians sup... 
ported Paul, not In located work with them, 
but In the Macedonlan mission field (Phil. 
4: 15), and I say to Bro. Lowry's flOCk, "Go 
thou and do likewise!" 

Next our trlend brings up the relation b~ 
tween the Minister and elders, by asking 11 
elders are the only ones to teach, admonish 
and pray in the homes ot people, and wants 
to know It a preacher usurps the work ot 
elders by so dOing. Very catchy questlons 
.I.ndeed. He could answer that question tor 
hlmseIr by Intormlng us which group at 
elders In apostolic Umes hired a preacher 
by the year to do that work. When we have 

such Intormation, we'll have made a good 
start In settling this controversy, The at· • 
firmaUve prool ot his 1>OslUon rests upon 
his shoulders. Let him give a New Testa· 
ment example. 

Scriptural elders l1/'Ult be "apt to teach," 
to feed the flocks and to be able by sound 
doctrine both to exhort and convict the gain· 
sayers '(l Tim. 3: 2; Titus 1 : 9). It al l 
e ldel's can do that, then let S. P. Lowry in· 
torm us why they must hire a preacher as a 
permanent member or the organization to do 
that very work? What scripture g ives elders 
the right to transter thei r work and respon· 
siblllties to a "Big M" Minister? Why a 
"Minister" and not an evangelist? 

The first ot the departures trom New 
Testament teaching and practices was when 
the "Big n" bishop took precedence over 
the elders-presbyters. The elders then 
became merely an advJsory board to the 
"Bishop." A leading brother in the south 
stated recently that most present day elders 
were nothing but fi.nnncial agents to raise 
the minister's srunry and other expenses ot 
the church, For the most part, they are but 
figureheads with IIUle or any real infiuence 
In the congregation , Sometime ago the val" 
lous congl'egations in the Denver, Colorado, 
area Issued a "DlrectoI'Y" ot those churches 
a nd undel' tbe beading "Organization" they 
listed first the "Minister" and then the 
eldel's and deacons. What a long step trom 
Philippi with its "bishops and deacons" only. 
When our triend Lowry digests the above 
pel'haps we wUJ find time to answer some 
more of his questions. (Box 15, Hays, Kan· 
sns). 

WHO IS GUILTY? 
Certain persons, in whose hearts the spirit 

or the age seems to be supplanting the Spirit 
ot Chl'lst. are bold to say, in substance, that 
tltey who do "10 'more than the Lord. GOnt· 

-manas, and who positively retuse to count~ 
nance Innovation, al'e schismatics. But this 
Is the doctrine, not ot renson and Scripture, 
but ot tolly nnd papal npostacy. It 18 he who 
l1wh:es a new f'n8titution (J;'kt, contenc18 for it 
that makes the schism! These words ought 
to be pondered by every progl'essionist In 
the land. No matter what the Institution 
is- be it infant sprinkling, Instrumental 
music, or "socletylsm," he who Introduces 
it nnd contends tor tt, without the express 
authority ot God's Word is a schismatic, all 
the protestations he may make to the con· 
trary notwithstanding. It is not they who 
are obeying the Lord's commandments, but 
they who are tashlonlng the golden calves, 
and setting them up In the camp, t.hat are 
making the present contUSion in Israel. 

-L. F, Bittle In "Apostolic 
Messenger," June 1918, 

For your children we recommend "First 
Steps tor Little Feet," $1.35; or Story ot the 
Gospel, $1.25. We'll send either or thooe 
upon request. 
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St. Louis Building under Construction each tor your children and see that wben 
tbey start out on their own they haTe a. set 
ot these books, which will do much toward 
aiding them to study God's Word. Send 
your order at once to A1iRBIO!'f ME88ENGDt 

7505 Trenton Ave., St. Louis 14, MI880url. 
Books will be mailed Immediately. 

After several years of meeting under un· 
favorable circumstances in rented halls. the 
Southwest Church (Saint Louts) Is now In 
process of securing a permanent location, 
with the above structure being erected at 
the corner or Oak Hili and Parker Streets. 
The Colonial type buUdlng will have solid 
brick walls with plastered ceilings and walls 
on tbe Interior. The root construction will 
be wood trU88e8 covered with sheathing and 
composition shingles. The enUre first noor 
18 to be concrete slab covered with patterned 
asphalt tile In appropriate design. There 
wtll be a partial basement with reinforced 
concrete walls. 

The seating capacity or the auditorium 
will be 125, and tbere wll1 be tour elnss
rooms. A soundproof nursery is being pro
vided. There will be easily acce88tble rest 
rooms. The baptistery will be elevated 60 as 
to be visible trom every part ot the audi
torium. It will be tile lined and ene10aed 
with leaded glass sliding door. ,.he heating 
system consists ot completely automatic gas 
Ored torced air. Pew8 will be ot solid oak. 
matching the nnlsh ot the interior. 

No appeals will be made tor any nnancia} 

Ten Dollar Library 
You can have access to hundreds ot dollars 

worth ot books, and get the cream ot more 
than halt a century ot one man's reading 
and teaching- tor a mere t ell. dollar6! There 
are three volumes ot BIDLE Co~IMP.:NTARY by 
E. M. Zerr ready to be delivered to your 
home at once. Volume 1 covers Genesis 
through Ruth; Volume 2 covers 1 Samuel 
through Job; and the firat volume or the 
New Testament covers Matthew through 
Romans. Every verse or the Bible contained 
within the books mentioned Is explained 
and commented upon. There Bre hundreds 

Spiritual Rabbit's Foot 
I've contended that Catholic medals and 

crosses are cnrrled by superstitious devotees 
• exactly like a man carries a rabbit'. foot 

a lucky penny, or a buckeye to ward ott 
rheumatism. Not so, declares the propa. 
ganda ot the hierarchy. Nevertbelesa I 
charge that the priests encourage their 
parishioners to buy good luck charms, ex
actly like the heathen medicine man puts 
a string ot beads around tbe neck ot a pagan 
to keep off evil spirits. 

assistance outside or Saint Louis. The 
churches at Lillian Avenue and Manchester 
Avenue purchased the lot tor $2,000. Each 
contributed an additional $3,000 to slart 
the building program after which the South
west ChUrch raised $9,000 and they are bor
rowing the remaining $15,000 to be repaid 
In ten years. The method ot financing will 
make It possible tor the church to accom
pUsh this without curtailing their contribu
tions to mission work elsewhere, In spite 
ot the limited membership. 

The church edlflce was designed by Gale 
E. Henderson, architect, and is being con-
slructed by Evans Construction Company. 
This organization bas the complete confi
dence or the building committee ot South
west Church. We suggest that congregations 
Interested In beUerlng their taclllties take 
advanlage or the expert advice which they 
can give. The organlzallon Is Interested In 
designing, building and assisting In the fi· 
nancing ot churches In tbe Missouri nrea. It 
you would like to consult with either the 
architect or builder as to your problems ot 
construction, a letter to the UI8SION MES· 
8ENOt!& will put you In touch with them. 

or historical Quotations and explanations 
from qualified sources. Best ot aU the com
mentary is written In understandable lan
guage. It Is "the Commentary tor the com
mon man," Each volume sells tor $4 it pur
chased singly, but we will sell you any com· 
blnatlon ot three volumes tor tbat price. It 
you want the three that are above men· 
tioned, the price wtll be $10, or It you merely 
want three ot the first volume ot the New 
Testament, the price wt1l be $10. But one 
thing we can truthfully say-your library 
Is incomplete without these books. Since 
there Is no po88lblllty ot them ever being 
reprinted we suggest you purchase one ot 

In "Tabernacle and Purgatory" published 
by the BenedlcUne Convent ot Perpetual 
Adoration. Clyde, Missouri, appears an otter 
to give a Scheyern Cro88 to each person 
sending In a new subscription. It Is alteged 
that these crosses are treasured because they 
have been touched to a piece ot the actual 
cross on which Jesus died, the relic being 
kept In Scheyern, Germany. It Is atDrmed. 
"In cherishing them, reverence fs paid to 
the Cross on which our Lord died. From IT, 
too. Is derived their emcacy In obtaining 
sPiritual and temporal graces." That's a 
clear cut admiSSion. These priests teacb 
that IIltle metal crosses touched to a piece 
ot wood then possess pOwer to obtain graces 
- not only 8pirltual but also temporal.. 

Listen to this account tram a woman who 
placed one ot these crosse8 around ber broth. 
er's neck. "He and bi8 helper were at the 
gravel pit shovelling gravel Into a truck. 
Without any warning the gravel suddenly 
began to slide down and covered my brother 
right to hl8 eyes, and his helper to the 
waist. The man reached over and brUShed 
the gravel from my brother'8 mouth and 
nose, but was helpless to do anything more, 
80 he began to can tor help. Two men In 
the distance carne nnd shoveled them out." 
This woman credits the "wonderful little 
cross" tor saving her brother's lite. She 
wants all to wear one tor protection. 

Hold on a minute! The helper was a 
Protestant and wore no crOM. He only got 
covered to tbe waist. The ODe with the cross 
was submerged to his eyes. Therefore. I 
contend that you should leave off the crosa 
to be sate. The one with t.he cross gol In 
deeper than the other. Even then, the Catho
lic would have been kllled it the Protestant 
had not brushed the gravel out ot hIs mouth 
and nose. Theretore 1 suggest to all Catho
Hcs when they shovel gravel to take a Prot
estant along tor sarely. Ir I had that "won· 
dertul little cross" I 'd send it back and have 
it toucbed again. or throw it away and ~ 
come a Prolestanll-Edltor. 



10 MI SS ION MESSENGER 

New Church Edifice at Chillicothe 

The eighty members constllultng the 
church at Cbtlltcothe, Missouri, recently 
completed the above structure at 308 Elm 
Street, an excellent location in the heart ot 
the city. The cost was tn excess of $20,000 
and much ot the work was contributed by 
the brethren. No appeal was made, and Ole 
entire debt was paid ott at once, leaving 
money in the treasury. so generous were the 
glUs of the local members. The building 
accommodates 140 in the comfortable theater 
style chairs with which it i8 seated. There 
Is a tull basement with large classrooms, 
and rest rooms tor men and women. The 
heaUng Bystem Is an automatic all burner. 
or special Interest is the pulpit and bap. 

tislery construction. Tbe latter Is elevated 
so that the view of the bapismnl act is un
restricted tram any part at the auditorium. 
Behind the baptistery is a large painting 
in oils on canvas of the River Jordan, ~one 
by Mrs. Blanch Perry, arUst of Denver, 
Colorado. Dressing rooms are adjacent to 
eacb side of the baptistry, and may be used 
Cor small auxiliary classrooms. A black
board is ingeniously arranged to slide into 
a concealed compartment between pulpit and 
baptistery. Elders of the ChtlIicothe congre
gation are Earl Sallee and F . R. Bailey. The 
first service was beld In the buUdlng Sep
tember 30, last year. A number have been 
baptized at Cbilllcothe recently. 

Benjamin Franklin Said 
"Is there Bny provision In the kingdom of 

Christ lor the education at any special class 
tor any particular position or work? Is there 
any particular provision 
for traJnlng any special 
claas for 'holy orders' 
of any sort? Are the 
saints all kings and 
priests prepared to otter 
to God spiritual sacri
flces acceptable tbrough 
Jesus Christ? In other 
words, Is nol the whole 
Body of Christ, in the 
School of Christ. lor tbe 
very purpose of being 
trained, educated and Qua1tfled to do the 
whole work of the Kingdom; or, In other 
words, to carryon the Lord's work In every 
department In this world? 
• That the reader may see what we are 

coming to more clearly, we enquire, Did 
not Paul require the congregation in Ephe-
8u&-t.he whole body- to put on the whole 

armor at God? Did he not command the 
whole congregation to have their feet shod 
with the preparatlon of the gospel at peace
to take the sword of t.he Spirit, which Is the 
word of God? Was there in the School of 
Christ any such tblng as selecting any par
ticular class and giving them special traln
Ing for some particular work? It there was. 
we should be pleased to see iL The Divine 
arrangement Is for the education, the train· 
ing and the edity1ng at the whole Body for 
the service of God, and not tor the educating 
and training at any particular class. 

The Question, then, is not about education, 
but about raising up a speCial class and b~ 
stowing great labor on them, while the great 
body Is neglected. The special class, thus 
trained, soon, and very naturally get the 
Idea they are to teach the people and rule 
them. Here is where the dlssaUsfacUon 
comes In. It Is not their learning, their 
talent, their knowledge, t.hat Is unsaUsfac
tory; but their assumption to rule. Thle 
develops lteelf In preacher's institutes, min-

Isterial meetings, attempts at a confederation 
of themselves tnto an umpire to decide on 
preacher's qualifications, who shall preach, 
and who shall ordain them. We have only 
hinted at an Item or two. There Is much 
more yet to come. Shall we rebutld the king
dom of the clergy? Whatever we do beside, 
we do not Intend raising up another clergy, 
no matter what you call It." 

-American Ohristian. Review (1878 ). 

Football Angels 
In a recent Issue at Josephlnum Review, 

a Catholic periodical, appears a column by 
''Rev.'' T. T. Thielen, priest. Taking the posi
tion that "the world Is too much with us" 
he infol'ms his readers that each one has a 
guardian angel for protection. Listen to 
this : "I'll wager that right now as you rend 
these lines, your guardian angel Is watcblng 
you, happy to see you with a Catholic paper 
in your hands!" Note that "wager." A 
Catholic priest will otter a bet on anything, 
Including an imaginary angel. I don't bet, 
but I'd like to see what be would do it an
other CatholiC caned his hand. 

Maybe there are some ange1s made happy 
to see people misled by Catholic doctrine. 
Fallen angels, that Is! Why not? They in
vented the doctrine. Paul mentions jlseduc
ing spirits and doctrines of demons" which 
"forbid to marry and command to absta1n 
from meats!" Why shouldn't they smirk 
with unholy glee when unhappy dupes tall 
ror their ungodly tripe! And when you bet 
on that doctrine yOll. bet your life! 

The priest says, uDid you ever think that 
forty-four beings engage In every tootball 
game, that halt of them are Interested not 

:f:;~c~h~n c~:~b:i~: ~~: P~:~~:gm~:: I 

players make berore God?" I used to play 
tootball In high school, until one time an 
opposing player and uhla angel" stomped 
me Into the mud! I always felt we got the 
worst ot it, tor I don't recall winning a 
single game while I was playIng right end, 
I didn't know then that we were playIng 
against a flock of angels "engaged in the 
game! It Most at the players I knew trom 
observation hardly tell Into that category. 
No doubt we lost because "they that were 
with them were more than they that were 
with us!" Betting priests, tootball playing 
angels-what a combination ! Smile, demons. 
smile!-Edltor. 

FREE SAMPLES 
It you'll send us a Itst of your friend s 

with contplete and correct addresses, we 
will man them a free sample at this paper. 
How about send.1ng tn a list at a dozen or 
so names and tet others share In the good 
things you wish them to read? We'll even 
send one to each member at the congregation 
if you'll supply addresses. 
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John 10: 9 
The phrase (Jo in and Ollt Is the part of 

this passage to be considered. I have heard 
several dltrerent theories concerning this. 
Some offer the explann· 
tlon that tt means to go 
Into the Christian told 
and out or Lhe Jewish. 
That CBODot be correct 
since the Gentiles were 
never In the Jewish tOld. 
yet they are otrered sal· 
vatlon through Christ. 
Olbers b a v e said It 
means to go In and out 
ot Heaven. There Is 
more than one thing 
wrong with 8ucb a Dotion. The language of 
Christ applies to men whUe In a slate wbere 
they afe stili growing ond are In need of 
pasturage tor rood, wbereas that condWon 
will be over when men reacb the Eternal 
City. Stili others misunderstand the phrase 
as meaning to go In and out of the cburch. 
We know that 18 Incorrect tor there 1s DO 
pasturage on the outside ot the church. Only 
those wbo are In the told ot Christ which 
Is the church have the prom lee ot salvation. 

The expression being considered Is only 
a part ot the subject that Christ used for 
the purpose ot his parable. The terms or 
expressions used In an illustration, are 
g nerally drawn trom the characteristics ot 
the subject concerning which lhe comparison 
Is made. and the appllcallon cannot always 
be made literally. One such expression Is 
tbc one cited In our heading passage. Jesus 
bad already selected a shepberd and bls 
work tor an illustration. and Ulat made such 
a phrase appropriate. A shepherd will lead 
his sbeep lnto the fold In the evening tor tbe 
night, then lead them out the nexL mornJng 
tor pasture. Had the Lord been using Q. 

room In the upper story ot a WI building 
tor the l11ustraUon, which had to be reached 
by an elevator. He would have said the sheep 
would "gO up and down" and find sustenance. 
In the application ot our phrase It simply 
means that It a man accepts Jesus as his 
Shepherd, he will be saved trom the wolves 
ot sin. and also will be abundantly supplied 
with 8pirJtual pasture or tood. The Lord's 
care Is alwayS present. The Good Shepherd 
never deserts the members ot his flock. 
(Box 149, New CasUe, Ind.) 

WHERE CAN HE FIND IT? 
BY THE EOITOR 

No magazine is more militantly aggressive 
against what Its editor considers tendencies 
toward aposLaaY than the GoBpel Guardian. 
1t Is freQuently maligned by those whom It 
oppose., otten unjustly so. Yet It Is a sign 
of the degenerate Urnes Into which we have 
fallen that many ot those writers In the 
Gospel Guardian who plead 80 torcibly for 
a "thus salth the Lord" are themselves guilty 
ot endoraing practices which have no apos
tolic precedent or background. A case In 
point 18 the arUcle .. ,Vbere Can I Find IU" 
by Quentin A. Dunn, Brenham, Texas, ap.
pearing In the Issue ot April 10. 1962. 

Our brother Is look1ng tor the New Testa
ment authorIty for having preachers called 
In tor "tryout sermon8." He Queries rather 
plaintively. "Brethren, do we nnd anything 
In the New Testament about 'trial sermons,' 
do we have a direct command trom God, and 
It so, where can I Ond chapter and verse? 
I have not been able to tlnd any such com
mand In the New Testament. It It Is there 
I would appreciate someone teUlng me 
where It Is. Do we have a divine approved 
example In the Bible ot any preacher going 

to a church tor a 'trial sermon'? Do we find 
a record In the Bible of Timothy or Titus 
gOing to a church tor a 'trial sermon'? It 
80, will some ot my good brethren please 
give me chapter and verse?" 

This sUrrlng plea tor New Testament au
thority might lead you to conclude that 
Brother Dunn was an exponent ot "sound 
speech" and "sound doctrine." But let U8 
examine his arUcle tUrther. He says, "Nearly 
every congregaUon feels the need ot a 
preacher, and when a church does not have 
a preacher we hear the cry, we must get a. 
preacher." That our brother Includes 
churchea with bishops, Is evidenced by his 
question. "WOUld it not be In harmony with 
the Bible and good judgment tor the elders 
ot a local congregation to get acquainted 
with the 80und g08pel preachers who labor 
nearby, and when the church over which 
they have the oversight needs a preacher, 
have one ot these preachers recommend them 
a preacher?" 

'Vhere does he dnd In What New Teeta
ment chUrch with bishops and deacons f elt 
the need. ot a preacher? What would they 
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need. him tor? Not to teed the Dock. tor the 
elders were divinely commanded to teed 
the fiock over which they were overseers 
(Acta 20: 28). Not to be able to exhort, or 
refute unruly and valn talkers and deceivers, 
the bishops were to do this by sound doc
trine (Titus 1: 9) . Not to convict gainsayers, 
nor stop the mouths of those who taught 
things which they ought not, tor this was a 
Dart ot tbe duty of the presbyters (Tltu8 1: 
9·11) . Not to edl'y the brethren. lor the 
body was to edify Iteett In love. by the 
effec tive working ot every part (Eph. 4 : 16) . 

Why would such a congregation teel the 
need ot a oreacher? Surely not to vis it the
fatherleas and widows, tor this Is the duty 
of every member, seeing it Is a part ot pure 
and undefiled religion (James 1: 27 ). Not 
to carryon the temporal business of the 
church. tor tbls was officially tbe work or 
the deacons. Does Bro. Dunn know of a 
divinely approved example ot a New Testa.
ment churCh which needed a preacher 80 

long 88 elders were properly tunctlonlng? 
It so, let him Ond It! 

The church at Philippi had "bishops and 
deacons." Old they feel tbe need of a 
preacher? Wonder of wonder8, they must 
have! Bro. Dunn says, "In clOSing this 
lesson I reter t.he readers to Phtllpplans 2: 
19·30 for your most careful and prayerful 
consideration. Paul bad labored with the 
Philippians and he Joved them. but be waa 
convinced that Timothy would care tor them 
just as much, so he promised to send Timo
thy to them shortly. Paul also promleed to 
send Epaphrodltu8 to tbe Phlllpplan8, and 
told them to receive him tn the Lord." It 
the writer Intended to use this as an ex
ample ot a New Testament chUrch with 
QuaUfted bishops, engaging a located mlD
Ister at 80 much per annum, be had better 
try again. He may be prayerful but he Is 
not v8ry caretul In hl8 own consideration nf 
the paaaage. Does he mean to use this as a 
"divine approved example" ot tbe kind of 
thing churches are dOing today when they 
"hire a minister'" It he IBn't, why did he 
Introduce it? It he I •• he ought never to 
oondemn the Methodists tor locating baby 
sprinkling where It Isn't. 

Paul distinctly says he sent Timothy "that 
I also may be ot good comfort. when I know 
01 your state" (Phil. 1: 19) . He sent Timo
thy to enquire as to tbe welfare ottbe church 
and to bring him a report. Paul sent sev
eral to Corinth, Including Titus (2 Cor. 12: 
17,18) . It surely was nol to hire out as 
"located ministers," tor he aaks, "Did Titus 
make a gain ot you '" 'Vhy did he send 
TI tus? For the same reason he sen t Timo
thy to Philippi. because he wanted to know 
how the brethren were faring. And when 
'Ntus did not get back with the report 88 
soon as Paul ex,vected, he had no rest in the 
soirit until he went to meet him en route 
(2 Cor. 2: 13). "Nevertheless God . . . com· 
torted us by the coming ot Titus .. . when 
he told us ot your earne.t desire:' 
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Our brother saya "Paul al80 promised to 
send Epapbrodltua to tbe Phtllpplans." Was 
be to be the auoeiate minister? Doesn't Bro. 
DUnn realize thal Epapbrodllu8 was the 
messenger sent by the Phlltpplan church to 
bring their gilt unto Paul (Phil. 4: 18) ? 
EpaphrodltuB became seriously III as a result 
or his trip to supply their lack ot service, 
and almost died. When he recuperated Paul 
sent blm the more anXiOU81y. and told them 
when they saw him agaIn to receive him 
In the Lord with all gladness (Phil. I: 26-30) . 
1 recommend that Bro. Dunn read this 
prayerfully and carefully, and see It he 
hasn't been reading lnto it something that 
Iso't there to Justify a sectarian hireling 
ministry system. 

But let's nol alOp bere! "u the preacher 
to be employed makes arrangements with 
the brethren to preacb tor them before be 
1& bired. and talks the situation over with 
the brethren before making a deal with 
them, It Is all right." Since this brother Is 
80 anxious to know "where to find it," 
suppose he tells U8 where he finds that a 
New Testament chul'ch with elders ever 
enLploved a preacher to speak to them each 
Lord's Day. Where does he find authority 
tor making arrangements betore "he Is 
hired"? Do such arrangements make him 3. 

hireling? It a hlre1ing Is not a hired ser· 
vant, what Is be? Now again! Do we find R 

record or Timothy or Titus "making a deal" 
with a ch u rch? It so will some or the good 
brethren please give me chapter and verse? 
I know the Book says, "From the least ot 
them to the greatest ot them everyone 12s 
given to covetousneu; and trom the prophet 
even unto the priest every one dealellt 
lallellllt (Jer. 6: 13). Is that the kind ot a 
deal tbe writer had In mind! 

Bro. Dunn asks It It would not be In har· 
many with the Bible tor the "elders ot a 
local congregation to get well acquainted 
with sound gospel preachers who labor near· 
by, and when the church over which they 
have the oversight needs a preacher, have 
one at these preachers recommend them a 
preacher," Seems as It there are a lot ot 
preachers mixed up In that sen tence, and it 
a.lso seems as It the one who wrote it was 
mLxed up. Anything In harmony with the 
New Testament would at least be taught 
In principle In that volume. Where Is it 
taught! What church to1iowed this pro
cedure? It any elders In New Testament 
churches did this, wbere were they? It no 
elders In the early churches did this, were 
they out at harmony wllb the Bible! 

I am golog to surprise Bro. Dunn a little 
btt The reason he will not find how brethren 
hired preachers to preach to churches which 
had elders, Is because no such church In 
apostollc days ever hired sucb a man, or 
"made a deal with him," To teed a Hock Is 
the work ot a pastor. There Is no New Testa
ment authority far hiring a pastor. There Is 
no example at a New Testament chUrch ever 
securing a pastor trom oul8lde its own memo 
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bershlp. Pastore were elected by the local 
church trom Hs own number, and always In 
plurallty. I t these pastors (presbyters, blsh· 
ops) hired a man to do their teedlng, they 
would have a hireling and become reeders 
only by proxy. Calling sucb a hireling 8 
minister or evangelist would not change the 
unaerlpturalness. Since tbe man who teeds 
Is tbe maD wbo "pastors," It you hire s. 
preacher to teed tbe Hock, he Is the pastor, 
ca ll him anythln'g, everything, or nothing! 

But Just to make this even more Interest· 
lng, 1 wish to Intorm Bro. Dunn that there 
is not only no scripture tor hiring a man 

to preach a "trial aermon" to the c.hurch, 
but there la no record or any apostle or 
evangelist ever preaching a gospel sermon 
to the ch.urch. Preaching the gospel was tor 
the world, teaching tbe apostles' doctrine 
was ror the church! The Drat 18 the work 
or evangelists; the second that or pastora. 
God provided both, and It Is only when one 
group seeks to "make a deal" with a bire
ling to do their work that the church geta 
Into the meS8 which Bro. Dunn describes In 
his arUcle. The Q()spel Guardian Is not 
dotog a very good JOb of guarding the gospel! 
We may have to guard the Guardian. 

IN THE GARDEN OF ENGLAND 
BY A LBERT E. W I NSTANLEY 

In previous articles I have described the 
Kent countryside, outlined the origin and 
growth or Tunbridge Wells, glanced at our 
national past, and said 
a little about the his· 
tory ot the Churches at 
Christ. Now tt 18 evl· 
dent that no true as· 
sessment ot the present 
religious situation can 
be made without an un· 
derstandlng at the his· 
to ry ot the churcbes. SO, 
RS a background against 
whlcb to see the work 
or the congregation In 
Tunbridge Wells, let's first consider some or 
the history related to 

The Restoratiol1 Movement ill Britail1 
The beginning and development or the 

churches bere Is a fascinating study, and 
teaches us many le880ns much needed today. 
"Ch urches ot Christ," claiming to accept the 
Scriptures only as their absolute authority 
In religion, came Into existence In 1810. H 
Is my conviction that there have been such 
assemblies in the world ever aince the first 
gospel sermon on the Day ot Pentecost, and 
we have good reason to believe that there 
were congregations ot Christ In Britain 
during the Hrst tew centuries ot the Chris· 
tian era; but the earliest churches or what 
came to be called "the Restoration Move. 
ment" came into being early jn the nine
teenth century. 

One ot these was Dear Chester, In England 
(by the way, this city sun has around It 
portions ot the massive Roman waH built 
by the occupiers hundreds ot years ago), the 
other was at Dungannon, In Northern Ire
land. These churches were made up ot sin
cere religious talk who had torsaken sec· 
tarlanlsm. They did 80 under great con
viction. They believed that division among 
the tollowers ot Christ was sintul. They also 
believed that it W88 possible tor any honest 
person to take the New Testament In his 
hands, do Just wbat it requires, and be a 

Chri,tian o'~IV. The amazing thing was that 
this process was soon repeated In many 
other places. Groups ot earnest men and 
women, Quite Independently and unknown 
to each other, torsook various denominations 
nnd set out to r&<llscover the ancient order 
or things. Soon they made contact with one 
another, and almost overnight t.here ap. 
pea red upOn the religious aeene a group ot 
churches engaged In an honest attempt to 
I'estore Christianity 8S originally delivered. 
Thei r Intention, a8 they slated It, cannot be 
better worded today : "We seek the rull 
I'estoration at Christianity, as taught by 
J esus and Rls Apostles, In talth , pracUce, 
wOI'shlp and trults, and through this the 
unity or all the followers ot the Lord Jesus 
Christ." 

They were tar·seelng men, those early 
retormers. They clearly grasped two mighty 
principles. (a) That only that which can be 
substantiated accordi ng to the New Cove
nant Scriptures may be bound upon the 
Lord's people-that whatever Is not taught 
therein must be abandoned by the sainte
and (b) that there can be no "Christian 
unity" apart tl'om that based upon thts 
truth. Hence their plea was not merely tor 
unity, but tor the only unity tbat God can 
bless-that which must come when aLI who 
love him take their stand on the Scriptures 
as their only rule ot faith and practice. 

Well, the story or those early days makes 
thrilling reading. Falthtully they applied 
Ule divine test to religious lite: "Prove all 
things, hold tast that which Is good" (1 
Theu. 5: 21) and one by one the "rags ot 
popery" were dlaearded, and sectarian prac
tices abandoned. It was a period or hard· 
tought battles with entrenched sectarianism. 
There W88 gross misrepresentation and no 
Httle persecution-but It was a day at vie
tory too! The cause made progress, the 
church or the Lord was a torce to reckon 
with, the Lord's people were known as "the 
people or the Book." What the result might 
have been It the movement had 80 continued 
18 grand to Imagine, but how soon digression 
came! Remember- these zealous tolks had 



taken their stand aD a principle: that they 
would not accept In religious life anything 
unaut.borlzed by the New Testament. How 
800n they were to surrender that Impreg
nable 11Ositlon! How 800n departure came! 
The firsl departure W88 a 

Departure ill Orgallisation 
Some of our brethren from the States, on 

visiting tbls land. have been Impressed (but 
not favourably!) by the tact that many 
Christians here seem distrU8tfui ot Ameri
cans. Well, that is not 8urprlslng. A study 
of digresalon In our country ShOW8 that 
everv departure made among the congrega
tion, here 'IOa.t dlle to American tnfluen.ce. 
Small wonder that many have been som~ 
wbat cool In their atUtude to the saints 
"over there." See how the first Innovation 
In organisation came into being. 

For some years churcbes ot the Lord here 
were unaware of the existence of similar 
congregnUons In America. It Is beHeved that 
the first contact made between the saints In 
the old world and the new was In the year 
1833 or thereabouts. Of course, at that time 
Alexander Campbell was at the height of his 
powers, wielding a tremendous Influence 
among his brethren. tn the year 1834 he 
gave his blessing to the organising of an 
"evangeJlst committee" at Wellsburg, Vir
ginIa. Thirteen "messengers" from churches 
met, appointed a treasurer to receive funds, 
formed a committee to employ evangelist&
and there It was, the acceptance ot a human 
Institution by those who had hitherto con
tended that they would accept nothing not 
known to the New Testament. 

This was published In Britain In the 
"Christian Messenger," and the editor (one 
James Wallis) u rged a similar arrangement 
here. The arguments advanced tor it are 
the same that one hears today. It was said 
that cooperation Is Scriptural-and that Is 
true. It was also said that the many, by 
coot)eratlng could do what the tew could not 
accompttsh- and that Is true. Jt was also 
argued thAt tor these reasons the saints 
were justified In forming a committee-that 
Is not true. 1t Is not true because it is based 
on the assumption Ulat the Lord's Institu
tion, the church, Is susceptible to Improve-
ment. That Is an utter tallacy. 7'he church, 
a, GoeL Dave it to UI, f' organf,alionallll 
perfect . To suggest that we today need any 
man-made organlsaUon to do the Lord's 
work Is to amrm that God gave us an Im
perfect organisation - Inadequate tor his 
purpose. The writer has never yet talked to 
an advocate ot the "committee system" who 
Is prepared to affirm that there were such 
Institutions In New Testament times. This 
being 80, we ask: It tbe church then was 
pertecUy and divinely fitted tor Its purposes, 
how baa It come to be Imperfect today-and 
where the authority to "Improve" upon tbe 
Lord's handiwork? 

In 1842, through the advocacy of Bro. 
Wallis, the first "annual con terence ot 
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ChUrches of Christ" was held. An evan
gelist committee was formed, and "the C~ 
operaUon of Churches of Christ In Great 
Britain and Ireland" was born. Doubtless 
many thought It would stop at that. But It 
it was right to have a committee to do 
evangelistic work, well, It was also right to 
have one tor work among the children. So 
later the "Sunday School Committee" came 
into being. Olhers Quickly followed, "MIs
sionary, Women's, Training, Publtshlng, HIs
torical," and many another-unti l today "the 
Cooperation" has no less than fttteen com
mittees, with over them all a kind ot super
committee. the "Central Council" which "c0-

ordInates" the activities ot al1 other com
mittees. The digressive movement today is 
a sect among the sects, and Is afllltated to 
the "Free Church Federal Councn" which 
represents most of the Nonconformist groups 
In this country. 

So there It Is! The committee system 
was imported trom the United States! It Is 
well to keep this fact clearly In our minds, 
tor the advocates ot the system orten aver 
that those ot us who oppose It have suc
cumbed to "American Influence"! \Vhen we 
Insl8t that the Scriptures authorise no 
inltUution other titan the church alO11e tor 
doing the Lord's work-Immediately there 
are crJes of "American Ideas." The truth of 
the matter Is tbat InstitutionalIsm came to 
us from the United States. The committee 
system Is less than one hundred and twenty 
years old among Churches ot ChrlsL The 
doctrine that the church alonc, without 
hutnan. addition, of anv ldnd, U perfectlv 
adapteeL for ever-v divfne purpOle, Is as old 
as the New Testament! 

Withdrawal from "The 
Coo peratiol1" 

Arter departure In organisation came de
parture In doctrine. I shal l say more about 
this In futUre articles. Suffletent now to In
dicate that churches which eventually broke 
away from the digressive movement were 
more con~rned about modernistic teaching 
than anything else. The first ot these with
drawals took place about forty years ago, 
and since then churches all over the country 
have left "the Cooperation." Today there 
are about nfty such assemblies. Every year 
the line between the two groups becomes 
more clearly drawn, and "the Cooperation" 
Is heading fast toward the Baptist Union. 
Among these two groups pulptfs are ex
changed, each Is encouraged to cooperate 
with the other, and each sends offiCial repre
sentatJves to the other's annual con terence. 

The Church ill.Tullbridge Wells 
Between seven and eight years ago a 

handful ot members withdrew from the 
digressive congregation In this town, and 
started the assembly with which I am now 
labouring. There has been a slow, but steady 
growth, and today the memberShip Is twenty
three. Our ambition Is to Bee tbls church 
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strong enougb to plant other churches in 
netghooU'rlng towns. In striving toward this 
goal our 8rst aim must be to develope over~ 
seers, 80 that the congregation, under Its 
own blsbops, can be self-supporting In every 
way. With such an aaaembly as a base we 
hope to plant the truth rurther atleld. But, 
In the Interests ot space, I must end now. 
More about the church here In my next 
article. (2 Clarence Rd., Tunbridge Wens, 
Kent, England) . ------
THOUGHTS FROM DAVID KING 

"The field Is the world. Dy gospel preach
Ing disciples are to be made in all nations. 
Disciples thus made are to be baptized (im
mersed) Into the name 
of Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. The baptized are 
to be rormed Into 
churches, to be taught 
all things commanded 
at the Lord. Byevangelf
zatlon, then, let us un
derstand gospel preach
Ing, bnl)tlzlng, planting 
of churches and Instruc
tion preliminary to the 
ordination ot elders." 

"Nothing seems mOI'e oPJ)Osed to the 
genius ot the Christian system than the 
recognition ot a claM of protesslonals paid 
for preaching, as are lawyers for pleading, 
and doctors tor prescribing, Irrespective of 
need." 

"[ have done 80 much preaching, and am 
therefore entitled to so much pay, whether 
needed or otherwise, Is both illogical and a 
burleSQue ot Christian prapagandlsm," 

"Paying one man to fill the pulpit with a 
view to keep up preaching and worship ac· 
ceptable to a stated congregation, whether 
that man be cal1ed evangelist or pastor, al~ 

most Invariably exiles the New Testament 
order." 

-From a paper read at Annual Meet
Ing ot the Churches, Leeds, England 
(August 1876). 

THE ROAD TO ROME 
The Christian Church appears to be In B 

mad frenzy to return to Rome! When men 
slart on the road to digreSSion. abandoning 
their original plea, apparently there Is no 
place tor them to stop. It was predicted that 
It the bars were let down for the Introdu~ 
lion of the missionary society and Instru
mental music In the public worship. they 
could never again be effectively put up. Hla
tory is proving the wisdom ot the prOPhecy. 

The Christian Church at Shelbyville, lilt
nols, recently announced a special "holy 
communion" on the Thursday night before 
Easter. Their public noUce read: "In the 
dim candle-lighted Sanctuary, between Inter
Jude periods of silent prayer and meditation 
as favorite old hymns are played very softly 
In the Sanctuary by the Memorial celestA.· 



Cblmes, the gospel story of the Light ot tbe 
World and His Institution of tbe Supper 
which we take In memory ot Him wi ll be 
read once again trom God's Word. Speclal 
Iymbolic candles will be IIgbted during the 
reading. Then will follow the partaking ot 
the Holy Supper In fel10wshlp with Him. 
All members of the church are Invited to 
participate In this Impressive half-hour ser
vice on this Maundy Thursday." 

This Is just about as sectarian 88 a church 
can become. With all of the borrowed trap
pings that Rome has provided, this modern 
denomination no longer pleads for a restorn
tion of the gospel plan In Ita simpllclty. 
Pope Vltatlan put the ftrst organ into the 
worship of the church, other popes added 
the lighting of symbolic cnndles and the 
celebration ot Maundy Thursday. How long 
wl1l It be before Christian Church preachers 
Introduce the burning or Incense In the 
Sanctuary? How long before they wlll be 
celebrating Ash 'Vednesday! Already they 
are joining with other sectarian bodies in 
the ee.lebratlon or Good Friday! It Is time 
for Ood's people who are In this Babylon to 
come out of her, and touch no longer the un
clean thing! There can be no reason for the 
longer existence of the Christian Church. 
There are other 8ectarlan bodies for the see· 
tarl&n ones to join, and those who sigh and 
weep for the fall en condlUon cnn still Hnd 
the churches of Christ pleading for a return 
to apostolic purity and simplicity. The way 
to Jeruaalem, lies In the oppoSite direction 
than the road to Rome. 

A PREACHER WRITES 
To the Churches of Christ: 

When the New Castle., Indiana, congrega
tion excluded rrom Ita fellowship one of Its 
members, I stated I was going to remain 
neutral In the case. My statement and ac
tiona caused me to be clneslOed with fae
UODS which were working against the ac
tion or the New Castle congregation, and 
for a time I was cut off from the faithrul 
churches In this part of the country. 

I came out rrom among these factions and 
placed my membership with the faithful 
congregation which meets at 11th and Lemon 
Streets, Riverside, where I am working In 
peace with God's people. I am taking this 
means to let the brotherhood know that I 
believe the stand 1 took in the New casUe 
ease was wrong and na rar as It Is possible 
I wish to make correction nnd ask torglve
neg or God and the brethren. 

My fervent desire and prayer Is to put In 
the remaining time of my lire In doing what 
I can In advancing the cause of the Lord, 
In whatever way that I. right that the 
brethren wish to use me. In His name, E. O. 
John.on, Colton, CaUfornla.. 

(Editor'. Note: 'Ve commend Bro. J ohn
IOn ror the spirit shown In this letter and 
thank God for the better day which seems 
to be dawning amongst the disciples or the 
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Master . .FacUon lsm Is a work ot tbe flesh. 
Our Lask Is to unite bellevera and not to 
encourage discord among them. Let us re
dedicate ourselves to the task of promoting 
"unity of the Spirit In the bond of peace," 
and may God help us all) . 

ANOTHER SUGGESTION 
"I have written Bro. Hurst about the fol

lowing: 'Your article In the M.tSSION MEa
SENOER Is most illuminating, but could you 
not recommend a more nearly scriptural 
method! Why not the cong'regatlons esmb
Ilsh groups, churches, congregations with 
qualified evangelists, or elders, to teach the 
Bible, 1. e. New Teslament doctrine within 
I'each of all secular collegea, universities 
and schools, to which there would be in· 
vlted students of all grades for instruction 
In Christianity. 'Vhy all the fuss and argu
ment! Why not do our duty under the 
proper scripturally quatlned eldership! 
Elders or local congregations can appoint, 
ordain, choose proper persons qualified to 
teach youth, as Is written, without being 
abusive.' 

"The aulbor of 'Was Cornelius a Sinner!' 
demonstrates his ablllty as one who 'rightly 
divides the truth' (2 Tim. 2: 15). This 10 
what we all need. Too many preachers, 
teachers and elders are not able to do this, 
hence the Isms among us. We mus t recog
nize the fact that all educational Institutions· 
among us, as are our publications, are pri
vate institutions. Thla simple plan would 
make the church 'the pillar and ground or 
the truth.' Why not shell out BOrne of our 
money for tbe support of scriptural Indoc· 
trlnatlon?"-Jay E . Johnlon, 1819 Cherokee, 
Baxter Springs, Kan. 

PLANTING THE TRUTH 
"It la an InteresUng, but not a surprising 

ract, that the circumstances of the Orat 
planting of Christianity In places which 
were later among Its most powerful seats, 
including Rome and Carthage, are not 
known. Visitors to Jerusalem at the great 
festivals, mechanics who changed their 
abode from place to place, and commercial 
travellers, might carry to their homes the 
ralth which they had elsewhere received, 
and form the nucleus of new Christian com
munities. The gospel doctrine was trans
ported from place to place, as seeds blown 
from the trees and wafted abroad." - Flsher's 
"The Beginning of Christianity." 

VOICE FROM THE PAST 
No man can prove that the first churches 

had regular preaching, In our modern man
ner and style. Instead of one J)Qstor, and 
he onlv an evangelist, they had a plurality 
of pastors, and we know not that even one 
or them was a preacher. We have under
taken to popularize the church with the un· 
godly world, because the worJd and worldly 

church members demand. and not becaU88 
tbe Word ot God teacbes It, nor because the 
first ChrisUaos bad it. ... Those churches 
wblch live on preaching bave an unhealthy 
lite, and need to be tried. Leave them to 
themselves a little, and we shall see who 
desires to worship God. Such wilt meet aDd 
worship without a preacher. The otbers do 
not worship when they meet even with a 
preacher. They attend to have their eara 
tickled and to enjoy themselves. as when 
tbey go to a concert. Tbe true worshippers 
need to be rid of all 8ueb dead welgbt and 
we owe It to them to do all we can to reform. 

-Apo,toHc Time •• 1878. 

BIBLES 
It you wish to purchaae a good Bible, we 

recommend Holman's Teachers' Btble. wlth 
leather binding and leather Hnlng. The price 
10 $11.60 and worth It. Thlo Bible with 
leather binding and serviceable cloth lined 
Is $10. We can also rurnlah an exceHent 
World Bible for $8.50; or a Young People's 
Bible with leather binding, and good print, 
ror $G.OO. Send your order ror Bibles to 
M1SSIO:f l\.b:sSP.:!'fOKlt and we'll get your books 
to you at once ! 

PRAYERS REQUESTED 
The editor of 'Vestern Statel' News re

questa the assistance in prayers and othf! r
wise for a notable effort of tbe disciples at 
Exeter, california, who will wage a cam
paign for the King of kings, from Nov., 1952 
to April, 1953. They will be 888loted by 
Bernell Weems, who Is able and capable In 
sounding out the Word. The Western 
States' News propOSe8 to keep the brothe .... 
bood Inrormed of progre88, but let us all 
strive mightily for the work In our prayers 
to the throne of grace. 

CHURCH NEWS 
The April number of Western States' 

News, published at Klamath Falls, Oregon, 
by Kenneth Morgan, P. O. Box 530, calls al
tentlon to the paper's purpose which Is the 
circulation of news concerning growth and 
development of New Testament churches 
throughout the whole land. Tbla is a worthy 
project and deserves our support. You 
can aid In two ways: by' subscribing for tHe 
paper so you'll learn what others are doing 
ror Jesus; by reporUng local accomplish
menta In the Kingdom so that olbers wlll 
know what you are doing. 'Ve urge all of 
Our brethren who have not met the Western 
Slates' News to get acquainted with U. 
You'll not regret It! 

NEVADA MEETING 
The elders of the congregation at Nevada, 

Missouri, a nnounce a meeting ror July 4, 6, 
and G with al l Invited. The program under 
their supervision will feature the work or 



the young people and will be specially 
adapted to them. There will be torum dis· 
cusslons, talks and singing. AU young 
preachers who can attend are urged to con
tact them Immediately and be included on 
the program. All who plan to attend write 
at once to Church ot Christ, 630 North Main 
Street, Nevada, Missouri. 

THREE DAY MEETING 
The Claypool (Ariz.) congregation pla ns 

a three day gathering trom Jul y 4-6, and the 
following day will begin a ten day Bible 
Study conducted by Wilford Landes. They 
plan to lake care of aU who wtll attend from 
a distance, and those expecting to go are 
urged to contact Mrs. Mae McEvers. 482 East 
Cedar St., Globe. Arizona.. as soon a8 possible. 

A NEW CONGREGATION 
Mnrshall, Missouri, a city ot 9,000 popula

tion is to have a New Testament church 
as a result of labors by Loren McCord and 
Richard Riggins coupled with the support 
of nearby congregations. Personal surveys 
were made nnd several families located to 
form the nucleus of the work. Do you know 
of Christians in that area? 

UNIONVILLE MEETING 
Roy Harris will direct a VacaUon Bible 

Study at Unionville (Mo.) starting June 
2, with song instruction each night. June 8 
18 the date of the aH-day meeting teaturlng 
a worship program by younger brethren. 
WilHam Hensley will begin a meeting at 
Unionville on July 25. 

TO PUBLISH DEBATE 
The debate between G_ K Wallace and the 

editor, which w1l1 be held near Paragould 
(Ark.) June 30 - July 4 will be published. 
No retail price for the books has been esta~ 
Habed, but advance orders will be received 
to be filled at the established cost. Do not 
4nclude m.oneyJ You wJlt be billed at time 
of delJvery. 

SPOKANE, WASHINGTON 
The church In Spokane, 'Washington Is 

happy to announce that we have recently 
secured a building. ,Ve sincerely thank all 
of those churches and Individuals who COD
tributed to this endeavor, and we invite you 
to stop and worship with us any time. There 
Is considerable work to be done on this 
building but we expect to be meeting In It 
soon. To any who desire a change of resi
dence, Spokane Is a very desirable place to 
Hve. It is a thriving cUy In a wondertul 
cHmate.-ArMItf. Hintz. 

NEW CAMPAIGN 
A comprehensive plan at evangelization 

for their area has been drafted by the elders 

MISSION MESSENGER 

at Vincennes, Indiana. It calls tor placing 
Curtis Marston In the field to take the gos
pel to every city In that sec lion where the 
Lord opens up an e.f1'ectual door. We must 
pray tor this work at faith and labor of love. 

N EVADA MISSION WORK 
During the meeting with Paul Ketcherside 

at Nevada (Mo.) tentative plans were dis· 
cussed for sounding out the Word in that 
region of Missouri and Kansas. Further in
vestigation Is under wa.y and we hope to be 
able to report soon that actual canvassing 
of new communities has begun. 

TENT WORK 
The tent purchased by the ch urches for 

the use of Roy Loney will be kept in use 
all season. Places as widely scattered as 
King City, Missouri, PlaInvi11e and Greens
burg, Kansas; and Midland, Texas, wl1l 
come under the Impact of the truth as 
sounded tOl'th by Bro. Loney and his co
workers. This needs our prayers and finance. 

A REMINDER 
Will brethren In all of the congregations 

make frequent mention of the availability of 
the Commentaries by Brother Zen? We 
must urge our brethren and triends to study 
the Word at Ule Lord. These books repre
senting years of labor by Bro. Zerr will be 
of great assistance. The three that have 
already come from the press can be secured 
for $10 for all three; or $4 per copy ordered 
singly. Please announce! 

NEWSPAPER ADVERTISING 
Roy Loney. Box 15. Hays, Kansas has 

prepared a number at articles for use i!1 
newspaper advertising. They are excellent! 
You can tie them In with your own local 
church news and the address of your place 
of meeting. Brethren, let's put our plea 
before the world. Don't be slothful In God's 
business. It Is high time to awake out of 
sleep. The printing press is the modern 
"gttt of tongues." Use It! Write to Bro. 
Loney about these Items today! 

ANOTHER NEW CHURCH 
A new congregation was launched at 

Lawrence. Kansas, May 4, with 50 present. 
There are 11 members according to Bernell 
Weems, who Is laboring with them. They 
meet In the Community Building, West 11th 
St., at 10 n. m. and 7: 45 p. m. on Lord's 
Day. You are urged to viSit this congrega
tion and to pray for its etl'orts. 

ELLIS CRUM 
E ll is Crum, now laboring. In Windsor 

(Canada) wJll be at J acksonville (Penn.) 
May 30, 31; and a Vacation Bible Study 
at Bloomfield, ( Ind.) J une 15·28. 
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WINFORD LEE 
WlnCord Lee will complete two weeks 

work at Topeka (Kans.) May 24 - June 7, 
(ollowed by meetings at Stull (Kans.) June 
8-21, and Hepburn (Iowa) J une 23 - J uly 5. 
He was with brethren at Klrksvi lte (Mo.) 
May 1, 2; Gallatin (Mo.) May 3, 4; and 
Pl'omlse City (Iowa) May 11-18. 

ANDERSON MEETING 
Darl'ell BOlin, L. C. Roberts, Borden HIg

ginbotham, A. 'V. Harvey, WHllam Hensley, 
E . M. Zerr. Ellis Crum, Vernon Hurst, Bob 
Duncan and other brethren will speak at the 
Anderson (rnd.) meettng, July 4·6. Subjects 
include: "How To Advance The Cause of 
Christ," "The Lord's Manner oC Approach 
'VUh The Message," "Young People And 
The Work Of The Church," "The Public 
Worship Ot The Church." For reservaUons 
write Dave Covington, 2207 Fairview Street, 
Anderson, Indiana. 

HELP NEEDED! 
Plense heed Ule caU of the little group of 

brethren who represent the North Ozark 
Church DC Christ, near Almartha, MissourI. 
It Is Imperative that they erect a smal l, 
simple place of meeting. They need your 
aid. They are worthy and Kenneth Van 
Deusen, Roy Harl'1s or James Baysinger w Ul 
endorse their work Of faith. Can you send 
help at once to Roy Oxley, AJmartha, MIs
souri. Your contrlbutton will strengthen the 
hands of worthy brethren. 

OUR THANKS 
Reginald and Helen Spence, Stewart and 

Stella Hogan, Louie, Norma. carOl and 
Janet Warren, VIda Anderson and Nell 
Ketcherside worked to get the paper in the 
mail last month. We Sincerely thank all or 
them for their help. 

WHAT'S THE ADDRESS 
Commentary orders maJJed to Malcolm 

Kinser, Morgantown, Kentucky, and to J im 
Craig, Caldwell, Illlnois, have been returned 
by the postal authorIties at our expense. 
Can some ot our readers teU us where to 
send these orders 80 they w1l1 be delivered 
to the addressees? 

ENDORSEMENT 
Clair Yarnell, WIlburn Miller and Frank 

Dunaway. elders at Holllday, Illinois, where 
Burl Price holds membership. endorse h is 
work as an evangelist In planting the church 
at Pana, Illinois. 

BAPTISMS 
A. W. Harvey Immersed 3 a t Galesburg 

( Ill .) and appointed elders over the flock ; 
Robert BrumbaCk Immersed 2 a t Martins· 
ville, Indiana. One was added at St. Louis 
(Manchester Avenue Church) May 14. 
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II 
'THIS and 'THA'T from HERE 

Three Immersed, one added by member
ship at Midland (Tex.) April 20, where 50 
were In. attendance at the Lord's Day moot
ing .... Seven baptized, 2 restored In the 
meeting at Chillicothe (Mo.) held by Fred 
Kll1ebrew and closing April 18 .... J erry 
Norman recenUy Immersed one at Senath 
(Mo. ) where he lives and labors .... Thanka 
to Russell Tate , Centerville (Mo.) tor six 
subscriptions. Bro, Tate fs now cashier of 
the Reynolds Counly Savings Bank. . . . 
Wilford Landes was scheduled tor a two 
weeks meeting at Albuquerque (N. Mex.) 
May 4--18, Bnd anotber at Midland (Te.s: . ) 
June 15-29. He will work at Claypool (Ariz.> 
July -1-21 . .. . We regret to hear ot tbe 
death of the aged father of Bro. Joe K err, 
Prestonpans, East Lothian (Scotland) but 
thankful to Jearn thaC the church In Edin
burgh still goes forward with thei r meet
Ings . . . . Three Immersed , two added by 
memberehfp trans te r at Nevnda (Mo. ) In 
the meeting with Paul Ketcherside . . .. Mr. 
and Mrs. Charles E. Smith, Indianapolis 
(Ind.) announce the birth at n baby daugh
ter, MarIn Jean, April 11 .... Thanks to 
Dick Kerr tor 5 subs. His sched ule tor the 
month Included a meeting at Lyons (Ind .) 
May 5-16; Bloomington (Ind. ) May 18 ; Ob· 
long (III.) May 19. He delive red the bac· 
calureate address at Brookport (Ill.) Mol' 
19, bls tourth baccalaureate there since he 
graduated trom that high school eight years 
ago. Future work Includes a meeti ng at 
Festus (Mo.) June 2·12, and at Goodwater 
(Mo.) July 14-25 . . .. We regret to lea rn at 
Lbe death ot Peggy LaPlant at Frederick· 
town (Mo.) and send our sympathy to the 
family . ... Mrs. M. E. Adamson, Anderson 
(Ind.) thinks the new Zerr Commentary 
Is flne . .. . Lillian Roper, Albuquerque (N. 
Mex.) enjoys the M188 10~ ME88F_"i'QER. ... 
Ronald Bradtord repol'ts progress in the 
work at Golden (Colo. ). . . . Thanks to R. M. 
Weekly, E.xeter (Callt.) tor five subs .... 
Delbert Walle r and Jeannine Robinson were 
married at the 59th and Kenwood church 
(KansaB City) March 28, where Delbert was 
Immersed Into Christ on the Tuesday night 
tollowlng . . .. Curtis Marston spoke tor the 
brethren at Oblong (L1!.) April 20, and at 
Bicknell (Ind.) April 27 .... One placed 
membership at Manchester Avenue (St. 
Louis) Apr. 27 .. .. Mrs. R. R. Gride r, 
Chamblee (Georgia) does not want to miss 
an IMue at the paper .... Clift' Collinge and 
Nina Loney will be married at Ottawa 
(Kana.) June 7 .... Day Rhoton was sched
uled to help Roy Loney In a tent meetlo'g 
at Greeneburg (Kan.) .. . . Brp. F . A. Hardy 
served the church at Doncaster, Yorkshire 
(England ) 00 May 4. He Is one ot the elders 
at Morley ... . George and Arnyth LaMasters, 
Decatur (111.) are the bappy parents ot a 

new baby boy; so are Kenneth and Betty 
Kohr, ot Southwest Church, St. Louis (MO.) . 
. . . We regret to report the death ot Bro. 
Clem. Fairbury (Neb.) . He was the tather 
of Clarence Clem. Phoenix (Ariz. ) and 
tather·ln-)awot William Hensley, New cast1e 
(Ind.) .... Hershel Ottwell, Curtis Marston 
and W. Carl Ketcherside spoke at the first 
all-day meeting ot the church at Alton 
(n1.) May 4 •.•. The editor conducted tu· 
neral services tor Cbarles Storie at Webster 
Groves (Mo.) May 6, and tor \VilUam Haw. 
baker at SulUvan (111. ) May 7 . .• • Brethren 
at Brookfield (Mo.) met In their remodeled 
house which they recently pUl'ch88E!d on May 
11 , tor the first time .... It Is with the 
deepest Borrow that we learn ot the tragic 
death In action ot Douglas Woolman, Farm. 
Inglon (N. Mex. ) who died In Korea, 
April 23 ... . Two Immersed at Lflllnn 
Avenue, St. Louis (Mo.) On Aprfl 20 . . .. 
Thanks to Mrs. R. Turner and Vearla Foltz 
tor assistance In sending the papers abroad. 
This aid Is both timely and appreciated . . .. 
Edward Buttram reports progress on the 
meetinghouse at Sprlngfteld (Mo.) . . .. We 
regret that Bro. Virgil Flick, ot Rock HI11 
congregation In North Missouri, Is still 
seriously Ill. .. . Harold Baines, of Morley 
(England) writes : " I must say we appre
clatt" your kindness and that also of the 
brethren who make these tree copies or the 
MrsslON Mt:ssENGY.R possible, and can assure 
you they will be put to a good use. . . . 
Thanks to Dick Hollinger. Wauneta (Neb.) 
tor 6 subs .... Congratulations to Clifford 
and Irene Delster, La Junta (Colo.) on the 
birth at Kathy Jo, on April 21 ... . Nelson 
Madden at the Section (Kans.) church 
spoke at Topeka. April 13 .... Brethren at 
Brookfield (Mo.) e~pected to be In their 
meetinghouse tor the Orst service on May 
11 .... Six were Immersed, 2 restored In the 
meeting conducted by Bob Marshall at Can· 
alou (Mo.), and 6 were added at Bloomfteld. 
8 at Advance (Mo.) In h is meetings with 
those congregations .. . . Loren McCord was 
In gospel meetings at Nowata (Okla.) t ram 
April 20 to May 2, with Paul Ketcherside 
directing song service, and James Truitt as. 
slsting In personal work. Bro. McCord will 
be with the new congregation at Pann (III . ) 
June 1·13, and will labor with BrO. Roy 
Loney In a tent meeting at PlainvH1e 
(lCans.) starUng July 6. He assisted the 
little group at Dentonla (Kans.) March 
16-23 ... . C. R . Turner delive red the bac
calaureate address tor the Nixa (Mo.) high 
school. ... W. Carl Ketcherside gave the 
commencement address at King City (Mo.) 
May 8, and at Hale (Mo.) May 15. . . . 
Congratulations to Roy and Mildred Ander. 
son, on the birth at Brock Norman, Aprtl 26. 
. .. The church at Hartford (Ill .) sponsored 

and 'THERE II 
a two hour song test, May lL .. . We are In 
receipt ot a letter from Alfred R. Scott. 
Aborey (North Ireland) . Mr. Scott Is the 
present minister at the Presbyterian church 
where Thomas Campbell ministered In 1795 
betore he and his son, Alexander, came to 
America and launched the Restoration Move
ment. Tbe editor had the opportunity ot 
speaking In the Presbyterian meeting place 
last year .... The visit at Albert WtlUltanley 
to Wales was profitable tor the cause. He 
now begins six months' work at Brigh
ton (England) a beauUtul C08.8tal city 
In southern England. . . . Thanke to 
Lottie Mendenhall, New C88t1e (Ind.); 
Charles Powell, l\Iarttnvi1le (Ind.); and 
Nora Belden, Gadberry (Ken.) tor ftve 
subs each . . .. We regret to learn at the 
deatb at Douglas Sallee whose tuneral 
service was conducted at Eureka (near 
Meadville, Mo.) by Robert Brumback . ... 
Thanks to Grace Bailey. Chillicothe (Mo.) 
tor 5 BUbs. . .• There will bs an all day 
meeting at Mount Ayr (Iowa) June 8, and 
another at Dean A venue, Des MOines (Iowa) 
June 15. The latter will teature a program 
by younger breUlren who are present. ... 
There will be a lOng test at Mancbester 
Avenue Church (St. Louis) on June 16, 
starting at 2:30 p. m .. . . Hines Jones, Blue 
Ridge (Ga.) says he has been enlightened 
on a number of tblngs by reading the MI g.. 

SIOS l\ft:SSESGER. ... Thanks to Wi11lam In· 
mBn, Nlxa (Mo.) tor 5 subs.; William 
Lenker, Shippensburg (Penn.) 6: Fred 
Killebrew, Senath (Mo.) 5; Pearl Munyon, 
Des Moines (Iowa) 25 .... Mrs. O. J. Sea· 
man, Kirk (Colo. ) says "It is a wonderful 
paper." ... if you need a Duplicator write 
to Vernon W. Hurst. Central Slation (W. 
Va.) and let him send you particulars abou t 
the mimeograph machine whlcb he sells . ... 
Frank Dunbar, NI.xa (Mo.) sends 6 subs, 
and Darre ll Foltz, Gothenburg (Neb.) sends 
5. Thanks a mtlllon ! ... Thanks to Russell 
Phelps, Nevada (1\10. ) tor 5 subs, and Paul 
Harmon, Urbana (til . ) for 6 .. . . Thomas 
Dennis rel)Orts one added at King City 
(Mo.) making a total ot ten In that little 
congregation .... Frances Wilson and Jun
iOr Stanley, carrollton (1\10. ) are to be 
married this month . . .. John Patrick la to 
conduct a Vaca tion Bible Study at Cham
paign (tll.) .... The new congregation at 
Marshall (Mo.) has rented a store building 
as a place of meeting. Their ftrst evangelis
tic campaign with Richard Riggins and 
Loren McCord has Just closed .... w. E. 
Ballenger, Hale Ufo.) Is teellng talrly welt 
at present In spite of bls acute nervous COD· 

dltlon. . . . Herman Gower, Albuquerque 
(N. Mex. ) announces a good meeting with 
WIIlord Landis .. .. Our sympathy to Wm. 
Hensley In the loss ot his mother. 


