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WHY YOU NEED THE CHURCH 
BY R OBERT H. BRUMBACK 

Through all of the centuries of the Chris
lian era, the church bas been the one or
ganization given tor the salvation ot man
kind. 1l alone haa caT· 
rled aloft the light of 
God's love tor human
ity. It Is otten criti
cized and sometimes 
blamed for the very tile 
It came to cure. It 18 
even blamed tor the 
breakdown In present· 
day civilization. Caus
tic charges are brought 
against It tor Ita Im
potence and helpiesaoe88 
In certain spheres. Many Individuals get a 
'Wrong view ot tbe purpose of Christ's 
Church and think that It sbould control 
politlca, settle wars and dictate to peace 
conferences. 

This was not Its purpose In the beginning, 
neither is this Us purpose now. It exists 
alone tor the salvation of the soul. Learn
Ing can blaze new trails ot thougbt, new 
Ideas can be promulgated througb academic 
halls, but we must not expect the church 
to tall In Une. It exists, not for the ad
vancement ot science and Jearnlng, but tor 
the weHare at the 80uls at men. 

I am ready to admit that various groups 
ot religious people suggest that Ita old 
truths. Its old bellets and Its old worship 
must be discarded tor the sake of progress. 
May I state that God Is not Interested In 
progress. He Is the same yesterday, today 
and torever. So with the church established 
by His Son. Christ said ot tbose wbo would 
be In It, "Teach them to observe all things 
whatsoever 1 have commanded you, and 10, 
I am with you always, even unto the end 
ot the world." He lett no plans tor tts 1m
proTement. tor It Is God's creaUon and we 
cannot Improve upon It. It does not exist 
to provide entertainment tor the world. but 
tor spiritual needs ot those who are Its 
membel'll. 

Christians are always Interested In the 
welfare of the communtty. supporting all 
civic Improvements. but these things are 
not the purpose for which the Lord's Church 
exlata. 

Its purpose Is not to promote cooking 
classes, to sell hamburgers, oyster stews or 
mid-week dinners. There are organlzattons 
that meet the needs ot the human family 
along theee linea. The church exiSts for 

something higher. It Is set for the salva· 
tion of mankind. Its work Is to feed men 
with the bread of spiritual truth from 
heaven and to satisty their thirst with the 
water ot life. It msts only to proclaim the 
plan of redemption. Christ came to seek and 
save that which was lost. When I speak of 
the church, I have tn mind the One Body ot 
Christ, which He purchased with His blood. 

We are surrounded today by religious con· 
tuslon. Scores of religious Institutions make 
up Christendom. Amid this contusion I 
would direct your minds back to God's 
word. In It there must be the pallern ot 
the church ns It was established by the 
Savior ot man. From that pattern we dare 
not deviate. 

Even as Moses was commanded ot God 
to make all tblngs according to the pattern 
shown In the mount, so must we, It we 
would be the Lord's church, have aU things 
shown In the pattern, the New Testament. 
That churcb, Christ's Church, was made as 
He wanted It, for the Splrlt·gulded apostles 
taught all things commanded. by ChriSt. 

If we tollow the teaching ot the New 
Testament as a guide we will be able to re
produce the church tn talth and practice. 
Why should we not do today exactly what 
the church did In the beginning! It was 
established by the AvosUes, In the city ot 
Jerusalem, on the day ot Pentecosl Under 
their guidance the disciples continued to 
sing, pray, teach, commune and contribute. 
Whnt more does the church need today? 
They were known as Christians. Why should 
we not be 80 named today! This organlza· 
tlon was known simply as the church ot 
ChrIst. Why should we not conUnue to thus 
honor Him! 

They were guided by the Apostles- doc
trine, the teachings of the New Testament. 
Isn't it just as profitable today 88 when first 
given tor the guidance ot God's chUdren? 
This body ot believers was under the gul· 
dance ot the overseers, the bishops, the 
elders, tor these names all refer to the same 
men. Each congregaUon was ,ruled by a 
plurality ot elders, scripturally qualified, 
selected by the church. 

Why should tt not 80 be today? On the 
first day of the week they met to remember 
Him, to sing psalms, and hymns. That 
simple worship was not accompanied by 
musical Instruments tor these were teft out 
ot the worship ot the Lord's church. Why, 
then, should we use them today! 
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The plea of tbe churcb of Christ today is 
tor these same things, tor that love that 
prompted their work and wor8hip and tor 
that unity that conquered the world. Only 
those connected with that cburch were Baved, 
tor He Is the Savior of the body. Rellgloua 
teachers sometimes tell us that the church 
Is not neceesary tor salvaUon. To teach 
that it Is not, Is to teach that you can spend 
your lite out ot tbe church, and sUlI go to 
heaven after the Judgment. This teaching 
strikes at the very purpose tor which the 
church exlatl. If I can be saved. out ot the 
church then Christ died In vatn, for He 
bought It with His blood. 

Those depending upon morality alone for 
salvation cannot be Interested In church life, 
so with a heart that Is hardened. against 
the divine word there Is no chance tor it to 
save their 80uls. Morality alone wlll keep 
you out ot jail but it won't keep you out of 
hell. All who believe It will are Jost. be
cause the saved are In the church. "The 
Lord added to the church daily such as were 
being saved." This scripture clearly shows 
the saved are In the church. The Scriptures 
are an Infallible guide upon this subject. 
TMJI an,wer the qveftion. cu to w7l.1f we need 
the church.. 

When Paul wrote to the church at Ephe
sus, he said this, "The Gentiles are fellow 
heirs and of the same body and partaken 
ot his promise In Christ by the Gos1>8I" 
(Epb. 3: 6). Wben Paul apoke of the body 
he referred to the church. Here the tellow· 
heirs, members of tho body and partakers of 
tho promise refer to Jew and Gentile aa 
subjects ot the gospel, because they became 
members ot the body througb It. 

Notice Paul declares they are tellow heirs. 
Of wbat! Of the promise of God. "Now to 
Abraham and bls seed were the promlaetl 
made, He aalth not, and to seeds, as ot 
many, but lUI of one, and to thy seed, wblch 
Is Christ" (Gal. 3: 16). Paul explains. "If 
you aro Christ's then are ye Abraham's seed. 
and heirs according to the promise." 

In tbe letter Paul wrote to both Jews and 
GenUJee at Rome he said "The Splrtt beareth 
witness with our spirit that we are the ebll· 
dren ot God, It children, then heJrs, heirs 
of God and Joint heirs with Christ if 80 be 
that we suffer with him that we may be 
glorlfted with Him." Notice the phrase 
"children of God" and the promise that they 
are to be glorlfled with Him. Here Paul 
clearly Indlcatea that the ones to be glorlfted 
are God's cblldren or tamlly. Again Paul 
said "Raving abolished In Hla fteoh the 
enmity, even the Jaw of commandments con
tained tn ordinances, for to make tn HIm-
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self ODe new man, 80 making peace, and that 
He might reconcile both (Jew and Gentile) 
unto God tn one boctJl, by the cr088, bavlng 
.Ialn lbe enmity lbereby" (Epb. 2: 16, 16) . 
Reconciliation takes place In the ODe body, 
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and that Is the Church. "For He Is the bead 
of the body. the Church." So If you want to 
be reconciled to God, you must be in the 
church, tor that Is where reconciliation 
exists between man and OOd. 

AN APPEAL TO SINCERE THINKERS 

God, or Christians. Anyone who sustains a 
relationship which cannot be so described Is 
either more or Jess than what God requires. 
The terms Methodist, Presbyterian, Lu
theran, Congregationalist. and a host of 
others, are not in the Bible. They divide 
believers In Christ, not because Christ has 
ordained any ot them, but because he or
dained none of them. 

BY W. CARL KETCHERSIDE 
The assembly of saints can be reterred to 

as the church of God, temple of God, brJde 
of Christ, church of the firstborn, church 
ot Christ. etc. When we speak of a Roman 
Catholic Church, an Episcopalian Church, a 
Methodist Church, we nre SI)eaklng of some
thing that Is not In tbe Bible. Theretore, no 
Bible language can be tound to describe 
these organizations. It Is Impo88ible to de
scribe any sectarian body properly with 
scriptural language. The church which Is 
described In the New Testament Is not only 
non-sectarian. but Is Inimical to all sec· 
tarianism. If proclaimed and universally 
accepted It would destroy alt sectarianism. 
That which makes a Christian does not 
make a sectarian! 

The New Testament church provides the 
only bope of salvation In the world. Re
ligious organizations established by men, 
creeds written by the 
handa of men - these 
have no power to save 
eternally. The works of 
man are Brolted. Man 
caD Invent not h t n g 
whlcb will extend be
yond this world. The 
earth and al1 ot Its 
works are desUned to 
be burned. Only tbnt 
which bas been pr~ 

vided by tbe eternal. 
Immortal and Invisible Ood can endure. The 
earth will pa88 away; the word of Ood en
dureth forever. 

Jesus established but one church. Be pro
vided but one way from earth to heaven. 
It la not enough to be in a way that Is better 
than some others. or in one that is nearer 
right. 'Ve cannot atrord to be concerned 
about the comparative values of human sys
tems. One might spend a lifetime In seek
Ing to know the various creeds. and in com· 
paring them one with another. and still such 
a career would be unprofttable and a total 
loss. It Is rather our task to a&eertaln the 
true way and walk in it. It Is not e88entlal 
for tbe pUot to know wbere all the snags 
and shoals are located. It Is enough If he 
knows where the clear channel nows. 

God has eUher revealed the way of salva· 
tlon. or he has not. It he bas not, then we 
are all lost. and hopeleasly 80. If he has 
done 80. then we must walk in the light of 
that revelation or be rejected as rebellious. 
We contend that he ha.s revealed unto us a 
8yetem that Is rlght- raUler, tlte right sys· 
tern. Now that system has either been re
vealed In language that can be understood. 
or In a manner which cannot be understood. 
It the latter, we are not responsible. and 
need not concern ourselves In an attempt to 
grasp Us requirements. It the form er. then 
we must study that language, Inform our· 
selves of its demands and fulnn Ule obllga· 
tlons Imposed thereby. No one would be 80 

ridiculous as to charge that God would re
veal his will In language tbat was not com· 
prehenelble. then damn those who do not 
comprehend iL Such a system would not 
be a revelation. but a concealment! 

If one person by the use of reason can 
comprehend that wtll, every person by the 
same use of reason, or by use of the same 

reason, can do so. Moreover. If one gains 
an understanding of It. then everyone else 
who understands It wtll agree with blm in 
tbat understanding. You may misunder
stand a tbing in a dozen ways, but a do~en 
men CRn only under8tan.(l, a. thing In one 
way. It they disagree, both may be wrong, 
but they cannot both be right. They may 
both misunderstand and differ but they 
cannot ditrer and botb understand! 

The dltrerence between churches of Christ 
and the rest ot the religious world Is not 
about what the Bible says. but nbout what 
It does not say. 'Ve do not durer on what 
Is contained In the revelation but over what 
Is not contained therein. 'Ve contend that 
since there was but one gospel of salvation 
gtven to mankind. that the same gosl)pl 
must be preached today as was preached by 
the aposUes. We contend that It can be 
understood now, and when understood will 
demand the same things in obedience that it 
demanded when tlrst declared. We must do 
the same things to be saved trom OUr sins 
as those who first heard It. Arter remission 
of past sins. we must live the same life, per· 
torm the same ordinances. observe the same 
acts of worship as first century Christians. 
This should not require proot. It should be 
admitted by all sincere thinkers. 

Bible things can be descr ibed by Bible 
terms. Anything that Is scriptural can be 
defined in scriptural language. Anything 
wblch cannot be described in scriptural 
terms is not scriptural. The people ot God 
can be described In the language of the Holy 
Spirit. Thus they can be called disciples or 
the Lord, saints, holy brethren. children or 

tnfant baptism, sprinkling and pouring 
ror baptism, observation of special boly 
days-these are not Bible lhings. No Bible 
terms can be used to describe them. Popes, 
archbishops, cardinals, presiding elders-all 
ot these are torelgn to the Bible. We are 
contending for Bible doctrine In Bible lan
guage. for Bible things In Bible terms. 
Everything which the Bible teaches we ac
cept. We stand for everything tor which 
the Bible stands, we stand against every
thing tor which It does not stand. That 
which Is not revealed Is not a part ot God's 
system for mnn, unless lhat system has been 
Imperfectly revealed. This lalter Is un
thinkable to Bible believers. Let us take on 
only what the Bible requires. Let us divest 
ourselves of everything that it does not re
Quire. Let us respect what God's Book says. 
Let us respect what It does not say. Then 
we shalt be together. This shall we "keep 
the unity of the Spirit In the bond ot peace." 
May God basten the day! 

THE STORY OF A BACKSLIDER 
BY ROY HARRIS 

"For DcnlO.8 h.a.8 /or$oken. nte, having lovett 
thu pre$ent world." (2 Tim. 4: 10). 

When anyone goes astray from the truth, 
leaves the church, we are made to wonder 
why. Just why would anyone turn away 
trom the gospel of Christ, the only hope ot 
salvation? Hns he never had an opportunity 
to know the truth? Docs he not realize the 
seriousness of his step? 

Bad Demas always been weak! 'Vas he 
one who never had taken much Interest. 
never had been active, never had been asso
ciated with strong brethren! Apparently the 
answer to all these questions Is "No." Demas 

had been associated with the apostle Paul. 
(Col. 4: H .) He oent hi. greeting. to tbe 
CoI088lan brethren. Indicating his Interest 
In them. Paul called him one of his feBow· 
laborers. (Phil. 24). Indicating Demas bad 
been active In the church. In spite ot all 
this, when Paul wrote to Timothy, perhape 
a. year or 80 later, he had to say, "Demas 
has torsaken me." 

What caused tbls change? The answer, 
"Having Joved this present world." Demas 
had tailed to set his atrectlon on things 
above, rather than on things on the earth. 
(Col. 3: 2.) 



Are you a potential Demas? An outwardly 
faithful worker today. a deserter tomorrow? 
Or were you (althtul yesterday. but indiffer
ent today? Why? We are prone to blame 
circumstances or some other person. In
stead, let us look within ourselves. Just 80 
long 8S Christians love this present world. 
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fall to sct their ntrectlon on things above. 
the road of Bte will continually be littered 
with the spiritual carcasses ot back-sliding 
Christians who have t'oreakeD the fellowship 
ot Christ nnd their brethren tor the glitter
Ing attractions ot this perishing world. Let 
us watch and pray. 

WEAK - END PREACHERS .. 
BY M ILLARD A. V AN D EUSEN 

The Jeglltmate work of an evangelist, ot' 
which preaching Is but a small part, brings 
to mind the great res()oDsibllttles assumed 
by onc who gives his whole lite and effort 
to ChrlsL A soul·searchlng examination of 
spiritual qualifications, as well as human, 
makes most at Us realize how inadequately 
we fill the role we have had the temerity to 
presume as ours. 

Have you ever noticed, tor instance, how 
smugly we are able to answer religious ques
tions tossed our way by a skeptical world. 
We answer our brethren In the same man· 
nero Glibness hides a lack at wisdom ... 
that's our maxim. It it were not tor the 
Book, tucked so confidently under our church· 
going arms, I'm afraid we would be lett high 
and dry most at the time. Not that we give 
the Book, or Its divine Author much credit 
. .. how could we . .. protesslng one thing, 
and doing another! Even the world isn't 
gul1lble enough to swallow that one. 

The prize exhibit . .. one guaranteed to 
floor tbe elm pie apostles ... Is Our WEAK· 
END PREACHER. Perhaps the spelling 
seems wrong: It Isn't, I assure you. For 
with It, we have a more accurate descrip. 
tlon ... In one word .. . of a deplcable 
character. This person demands squatter's 
rights In lhe Spiritual Kingdom. Mark well 
his habits! He bears the necessary creden· 
tlals tram his overseers. Be Is well-learned 
In Scriptural language; can even quote long 
passages with remarkable ease. He's always 
willing to PREACH tor LARGE congregn· 
tlons regularly . .. which means monthly. 
His Influence Is strongest on PREACHING 
SUNDAY. 'Vhat a DAY that Is? 'Ve deride 
others tor the teast-days they observe . . . 
88 well as taat-days. What about ours ! On 
this FEAST DAY ... and THIS day only 
.. . you may become a Christian, you may 
be Immersed, you may be taught, you may 
worship GOD with a FULL service and a 
FULL house. The other Sundays at the 
month ... tbey're only fast·days. This "man 
or God" will also take care at any wedding 
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or tuneral services ... jU8t call him and see. 
He does much ... yet. be does NOTHING. 
How strong are the congregations where he 
visits? Not in numbers .. . but spiritually? 
Too bad tbat eventually they must die out 
The Spirit Is being sUned .. . Instead at 
being permitted to grow In the believer' 
hearts, He Is smothered in ignorance. So 
you can see, my rrlend, this marvel at Satan's 
trickery Is a tully·quallfied murderer, whose 
misdeeds wtll tace him on Judgment Day . 
Moreover, such a person Is guilty at under· 
mining the whole slruclure or Christianity. 
Wbat a terrible Indictment! 

It's quite true that many small congrega· 
tlons cannot altaid to have an evangelist 
work with them tuJl·lIme. Therefore, they 
hire a WEAK·END PREACHER. Besides, 
to have a man work with them exclusively 
Is a most unpopular Idea . . . BOunds too 
much like pastorallng. Certain responslblli· 
ties have boon delegated to the evangelist 
who Is endeavoring to set a. congregation In 
order. It you disagree, I suggest you study 
Titus a little more caretully. 1t you deny 
the authority at Paul's language, then you 
deny the authority or God, Himself. It's 
quite scriptural ror strong congregations to 
help new and unsetUed congregations to be
come qualified to be set in order. This can 
best be done by supporting an evangelist to 
do the necessary work. Sometimes, It Is 
necessary tor the weak congregations to 
band together In a concerted errort to over· 
come the causes at their weakness. By 
striving to be scrloturally correct, they can 
remove this weekend parasite tram our 
midst . .. the WEAK·END PREACHER. 

I teel sure that old·time Christians, like 
Paul and Peter, would be astounded by the 
practices at Modern New·Testament Chris· 
tianlty. The doctrine wouldn't be bard to 
recognize ... tbat hasn't been tampered 
with too much ... but, the methods used 
to spread the doctrine would be hard to 
stomach. As well acquainted as they must 
be with the qualifications and work at an 
evangelist, they would be hard put to find 
any similarity between apostolic require' 
ments and many or those tound In the church 
today. Times have changed . .. how they 
have cbanged! Instead ot men of Ood seeing 
to it that Satan's domain Is flooded with ex· 
perlenced workers ... messengers who can 
carry the Good News to unsaved sinners .. . 
the at)08ties would find sanctimonious tools 
posing as preachers . . . and elders. This 
doesn't mean that all e,'angellsts or elders 
are sanctimonlus tools ... many at them 
are talthful servants In the Kingdom, labor· 
tng without Ulought at earthly reward. But 
there are so many more ... In the overall 
picture . . . who are do-nothings. They re
tuse to preach the Truth. To commit that 
ERROR would be tantamount to cutting 
one's selt off tram easy support, through re
turn engagements that would not be forth· 
coming, to nn vacations tram secular work. 
Which Is better, my PREACHING brother, 
.. . to preach the Word as It Is, nnd enjoy 
the rewards at Heaven; or, to preach it 8S 

sinners would have It preached, and burn? 

THE RESURRECTION 
BY R OBERT LILES, WINDSOR, CAN ADA 

There Is probably no Borrow or sadness 
more common In this world than tbat wblch 
we experience when a loved one Is taken 

tram us by death. Each 
at us has been, or shall 
be, called upon to face 
this stark reality at lite. 
Since the day when man 
transgressed Ood's law 
In the garden at Eden, 
God decreed that man 
should be punished by 
physical death. Adam 
represented a 11 man· 
kind when he slnned
that Is to say, the trans

gression at God's law In that day was a 
representative sin, and therefore we, even 
today, must answer to the punishment de-
creed "thou shalt surely die." Like the 
heavy black pall at Impending dlseaster, tbe 
threat at death Is wltb us from the first 
breath at air we draw at birth. Perhaps In 
the early years at our lives we are wholly 
unconscious at the burden, but as the days 

and seasons roll by, we Indeed feel the in· 
creasing weight at Ita omnious portent. One 
by one we see our friends and loved ones 
succumb to the judgment or the Almighty. 
We see their wisdom, beauty, and strength 
lost to us within the canOnes at the grave. 
AU our tears and prayers cannot bring one 
word from their allent lips. 

In spite at this, we may surely realize and 
be thanktul that every sorrow and tragedy 
on thla old earth baa Its compensations. We 
see about us continually, testimony at the 
saying, "every waste may be repaired." Atter 
the cold dreary winter, the earth breaks 
torth In all the fresh loveliness at a God
given ~ature. We noUce how true Is the 
Psalmis t as he declared In Psalm 19:1, "The 
heavens declare the glory at God, and the 
firmament showeth his handiwork." Man 
must surely acknowledge this In the spring· 
Ume as the God at heaven brings to Bte an 
apparently cold nnd dead earth. Out at the 
dry bulbs and withered branches come forth 
the fresh young flowers; the dry brown graas 

(Oonttnue" ... page 1') 



" fi SS IO N ~I ESSE C E R 

THE BOOK OF JONAH 
BY BoB L. D U N CAN 

The book of Jonah contains fOUT chapters 
and forly-elgbt verses and can be read In 
less than five mlnules. "For centuries, ver
bal balUea have raged 
over J on a h and bis 
w b ale; Fundamental· 
ists. philosophers, theo
logians. sclentlats. 
rought the fight" (Lit
erary Dioe,t, June 27, 
1936). It I. probably 
criticized more than any 
other book In the enUre 
Bible ; yet we are told 
that DOt ten pcr~ent ot 
the American populace 
bas read the book througb at onc sitting. 
In order to be a competent critic, one must 
not only rea4 the book but study it tbor
oughly. No doubt. many of the people who 
have criticized tt the moet bilterly have 
never taken the time to read It. . 

Jonah was a prophet of GnUt·bepber who 
prophesied during the reign of Jeroboam II. 
There can be little doubt that he Is the 
prophet ot the book ot Jonah as his father's 
name Is given In botb 2 Kings and the 
book ot Jonah. One author Intorms us 
that Jeroboam II reigned trom 825·774 n. C. 
Jonah's prophecy regarding Jeroboam was 
that the borders ot I8rael would be extended 
from Hamath to the Dead Sen during his 
reign. The book ot Jonah Is a marvelous 
example of Ood's universal love and tore
casted a better day when God's love for 311 
nations would be manifested by the gift ot 
Bis son. At just what period Jonah w~ 
told to go preach to the city ot Nineveh I 
can't say. It may have been betore or after 
bls prophecy concerning the enlarging of the 
borders of the ten-tribe kingdom. Jonah 
sought to evade his responsibility by Deelng 
to the distant clty ot Tarshlsh, Spain. Em
barking trom the port ot Joppa, he began 
bls long vogage westward on the Mediter
ranean. A great storm arose upon the sea 
which was 80 severe that the destruction ot 
the ship seemed Imminent. The mariners 
began to cry to their gods tor deliverance. 
The captain, Ondlng Jonah asleep Inside the 
ship. crttlcally admonished him to Implore 
his God tor the satety of the vessel. Think· 
Ing the storm was the retlUlt of misdemeanor 
on the part ot someone aboard, they cast Jots 
to determine the guilty party. The tot fell 
upon Jonah. Jonah confessed that he was 
trying to nee trom the presence of God; yet, 
be apparently contradicts his actions by 
saying that God made the sea and the dry 
land (Jonah 1 : 9, 10) _ If he realized that 
God was tbe universal Creator, why should 
he bave sought to Dee from his presence? 
It's oo88lbl8 that Jonah thought before he 
embarked that God's Influence was limited 
to the borders ot Palestine but was convinced 

ot his mistake by the raging storm wblch 
arose upon the waters. However, it would 
appear that he should have known beUer 
being a Hebrew prophet and apparently ac
Quainted wltb the sacred scriptures as evl· 
denced by his quotations trom various por· 
tions of the Psalms contained In Chapter H . 
Such, however, Is the folly of man In strlv· 
Ing to escape responsibility. As the storm 
gave no Indications ot subsiding, the saHora 
were compelled to cast Jonah overboard, hay· 
ing been Instructed by him that this was 
the method by which the seas could be 
calmed. "Now the Lord had prepared R 

great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah 
was In the belly ot the nsb three days and 
three nights." Convinced ot his tolly, Jonah 
prayed trom the stomach ot the Osh and was 
vomited out upon dry land. We are not told 
at what place Jonah disembarked from his 
strange journey, but he went from this point 
to the city ot Nineveh and began his dirge 
ot doom, " . . . Yet forty days, and ' Ineveh 
shaH be overthrown." The most amazing 
miracle ot the narrative then occurred; the 
entire city repented! From the king upon 
his throne to the lowly beasts of burden. all 
wore sackcloth and tasted. It I were to read 
In this evenlng'a paper that a man had 
been preserved In the stomach of an enor
mous 6sh tor three days and nights, I would 
not be nearly so surprised as I would be 
should I read that everyone In the city of 
Indianapolis had repented and turned to 
serve God. The greatest miracle of this book 
is otten overlooked. Was Jonah overjoyed 
at the successful results which aUended 
his preaching? 

"But it displeased Jonah exceedingly. 
and he was very angry. And he prayed 
unto the Lord and said, I pray thee, 0 
Lord, was not this my saying, when I 
was yet In my country? Therefore I 
fl ed before unto Tarshlsh : tor I knew 
that thou art a gracious God, and mer
cttul, slow to anger, and ot great klnd
ne88, and repentest thee of the evil." 

Jonah then went out upon the east side of 
the city to wait till he might observe what 
would be the tate of the city. The Lord pre
I)ared a gourd. which we are told Is the 
castor~1l plant, and this gourd plant spring· 
Ing up provided welcome shade for Jonah, 
God then caused a worm to destroy the 
gourd; then an enst wind was sent and the 
sun beat down fiercely upon Jonah's head. 
Once more he became angry. 

"And God said to Jonah, Doest thou well 
to be angry tor the gourd? And he said, I 
do well to be angry, even unto death. Then 
said the Lord, Thou hast had pity on the 
gourd, for the which thou hast not laboured, 
neither mad est it grow; which came up In 
a night. and perished in a night; And should 
not I spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein 

are more than sixscore thousand persons 
that cannot discern between thei r right band 
and their lett hand; and also much catUer" 

Some things tn this book have been ap
propriated by InOdels and used as ammuni· 
Uon to fire against the stronghold of taitb. 
These criticisms have caused men of pro
tessed Christian belief to engage In lnven· 
tlons. Some ot the8e inventions are that the 
book 18 moral fiction; that it Is symbolical 
or parabolical; or that It Is merely a dream. 
One author has advanced the opinion t:b.at 
it was an Initiatory rite symbolizing a new 
birth and that It came to be regarded as 
historical in process of time. A Mr. Lamsa 
contends that, according to the Interpreta· 
tlon ot dreams In the East, fish or whale 
means trouble or Indecision and that Jonah 
In the whale la the same na an American 
saytng, "He's In the hole." Those who ac· 
cept the Inerrancy ot Jesu8 aud deny the 
hi8toricity ot the account of Jonah advance 
the tollowlng arguments: 

1. ChrIst spoke according to the Idena ot 
the people when he said, "For as Jonah was 
three days and three nlght8 In the whale's 
belly; so shall the Son or man be three daY8 
nnd three nights In the heart or the earth. 
The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment 
with this generation, and shal1 condemn It; 
because they repented at the preaching of 
Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas 
is here." In other words. Jesus wasn't con· 
firming the historicity of these events but 
was just speaking according to the under
standing ot the people. If this argument Is 
correct, then why docs He reter to the Queen 
ot Sheba In the next verse with the same 
terminology that he used in speaking ot the 
men ot Nineveh? 'Vas her vlsll to the court 
of Solomon as recorded for us In 1 Kings 
10 : 1 a mere tairy tale? It Jonah's stay tn 
the fish's stomach was mere fictton, then 
was Christ's stay In the tomb the same? 
If Ule men ot Nlneveb never really beard 
Jonah preach then tbey won't arise in judg
ment and condemn the J ews. and Jesus talsi
fled when He said they WOUld. We see the 
dilemma In which one places hlmselt by 
such an argument. Jesus was contrasting 
fact with tact, not tact wllh fancy nor tancy 
with tancy. He places the same historical 
value on the book ot Jonah as on the book 
of 1 Kings. He didn't mean that he was 
greater than a tancy tormed man when he 
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said, " ... behold, a greater than Jonas is 
here." 

2. Another ot their arguments is that the 
story couldn't be historical becauae there are 
BO many details omUted, such 8S the place 
where Jonah landed when the fish vomited 
him fortb, the particular sins of the Nine
viles, the specific type ot calamity which 
was to come upon them if they failed to 
repent. the name ot the Assyrians king, elc. 
AU this Droves Is that the book wasn't writ
ten according to present standards ot bls

"Lorlca! criticism and not that it wasn't his-
torical. It suited the purpose of the writer 
its It was a story ot glory to the God ot 
Israel. 

I accept the historicity ot the book of 
Jonah because [ have complete confidence in 
the integrity and abillly of Jesus. Yes, I 
accept II on raith. It is ridiculous to seek 
to relegate taith to the realm of antiquity, 
tor even in these modern times taith Is a 
necessity. The marriage contract Is based 
on taith in one's companion. It's taith in 
the government that causes people to accept 
pieces at paper with little Intrinsic value In 
payment tor debts. 'Ve never saw George 
Washington; yet we believe he l1ved because 
there are competent historians to tell us 
about him. When Jesus spoke at Jonah, 
He was testltylng or a mnn whom He had 
known personally, tor Jesus was tbe pre
incarnate as well as the Incarnate 'Vord 
(John 1: I, 2,14), "," I believed, and there
tore have I spoken ... " (2 Cor. 4: 13). 
When we know that a historian Is competent 
and honest, then we have confidence in what 
he records. I bave complete confidence In 
the character and divine abUity at Christ; 
theretore I accept what He says as true. 
It's as simple as that. 

Concerning the authorship at the book, 
Jewish tradition accepts Jonah. However, 
most modern scholars assign the writings 
at the book to the fifth centry B. C. Noth
ing Is said in the book ot Jonah itselt rela
tive to the authorship. " . .. Bleek supooses 
that tram Nineveh being mentioned in chao. 
iii. 3, apparently as a city of the past, the 
composition could not have been before B. C. 
626-606." It this be true, Jonah would be 
eliminated as the author at the book on the 
grounds at the dating at the reign at Jero
boam as mentioned earlier In this disserta
tion. It Is with!.n the bounds at reason to 
suOpose that an author at a. later date could 
have recorded the events just as any his
torian might do. However, It is my convic
tion that this historIan was inspired by Gort 
so that his record at events regarding Jonah 
was not subject to human error. 

The most commonly discussed miracle at 
the book Is that at the prophet being swal
lowed by a sea monster and being preserved 
In the stomach at the great fish for three 
days and three nights. The hackneyed argu
ment used by the ordinary skeptic Is that It 
Is Impossible tor a whale to swallow a man. 
The Bible doesn't say that be was swallowed 
by a whale! In the book at Jonah the He-
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brew word translated "fish" is dag. It ap
pears nineteen times in the Old Testament 
and each time it is translated "fish." The 
whale Is not a fish but a mammal. It follows 
the order at viviparous birth and suckles its 
young. It Is warm blooded. A misleading 
translation in the New Testament has pro
duced the idea that Jonah's host was a 
whale. Jesus did not necessarlly say that 
Jonah was three days and three nights tn 
the whale's belly as the translators have 
rendered it (1\1att. 12: 40). The Greek wOl"d 
translated "whale" in the New Testament Is 
ketos and Is defined by Thayer In his famous 
Greek lexicon as, "a sea monster, whale, 
huge fish." "In the first place It Is necessary 
to observe that the Greek word aetos, used 
by St. Matthew, Is not restricted in Its 
meaning to 'a whale,' or any aetacean~' like 
Ule Latin cete or cetl,"" it may denote nny 
sea-Dlonster, elther '0. whale,' or 'a shark,' 
or 'a seal,' or 'tunny ot enormous size.''' 
(William Smith, A. Diction.ary of the Bible). 
It Is tranlated "sea-monster" in the Twen
tieth Century New Testam.ent and "great fish" 
in A New New T estament and The Living 
Oracles. The Hebrew word tor whale is 
tan.nin. The Old Testament Hebrew says 
that Jonah was swallowed by a great dug 
(fish) - Jonah 1: 17. Tbe New Testament 
says tbat be was engulfed by a ketO's, (Matt. 
12: 40), and nowhere does the Bible neces
sarily imply that he was swallowed by a 
whale. Both the Old Testament and tbe New 
Testament agree, however, that Jonah was 
plunged Into the capacious maw at a great 
fish or monster at the deep. 

The question that now contronts us Is as 
follows: Is there a fish or sea monster which 
is capable ot swallowing a man and retain
ing him in Its- stomach tor three days and 
three nights? 'There Js a sbark whlcb Is 
known as the Rblnodon Typlcus, called 
variously the "bone-shark," the "Indo-Pacific 
shark," and the "whale-shark." It Is more 
commonly known by the latter name. This 
creature sometimes atta!.ns a length or fitty 
teet: and one account telJs at the largest 
specimen captured, seventy teet In length. 
It could easily swallow a man and has done 
so. 'Ve are told that there are multipIled 
occasions at this, but I shall consider only 
1wo. The first comes to us tram the shark· 
Intested waters at the Hawaiian Islands. 
A soldier from Schofield Barracks on the 
Island at Oahu was reported mIssing with
out leave. Thirty days atter the man had 
disappeared a group at Japanese fishermen 
set out to sea and later were annoyed by 
the presence at a Rhlnodon basking aD the 
surtace at the water In the vicinity where 
they wanted to spread their nets. The teed
Ing habits at this monster make it particu
larly destructive to the nets at fisherman. 
It wlll lie on the surtace apparently asleep 
until it becomes hungry, then It suddenly 
opens Its enormous mouth and goes rushing 
tbrough the water at tull speed picking up 
whatever may get in its path. On this occa
sion the men went back to port and obtained 

5 

a hlgh-powel'ed rine and their harpoons. 
After they had subdued the creature they 
towed the body back to the beach and cut
ting it open to examine the contents at the 
stomach they tound the skeleton ot a six
foot male human being. Every bone was 
undamaged and undisturbed indicating that 
the mall was swallowed whole. These were 
identified as the remains at the missing 
soldier. We have indicated this much then, 
that the're is a 'monster whiCh swims the 
deep which is capable 01 swallowing a man. 

The next question we ask ourselves Is 
this: Are there any cases on record where a 
man has been swallowed by the Rhtnodon 
and preserved alive within Its stomach tor 
any length at time? Sometime ago a maga
zine devoted to current events contained an 
article telllng at an English sailor being 
being swallowed by a Rhlnodon. The account 
stated how the man had fallen overboard 
in an attempt to harpoon the monster, and 
tbe great shark, feeding, turned and en
gulted him. Frightened by the outcry at the 
onlookers, tbe fish sounded and disappeared. 
The entire trawler fleet vut out in search lor 
the creature. and torty-eight hours after 
the accident the Rhinodon was sighted and 
slain with a one-pound deck gun. They towed 
the carcass to shore thInking that they 
would give the body at their triend a de
cent burial. However, when the shark was 
opened they were amazed to find the man 
alive! He was unconscious and suttering 
tram shock but was discharged tram the 
hospital a tew hours later as being physi
cally fit. The account closed by stating that 
the man was on display in a London museum 
advertised as "The Jonah at the Twentieth 
Century." His entire body was devoid of 
hair, and his skin was covered by patches 
at a yellowish-brown color. 

I! this account be true, we have here a 
case where a man was oreserved for two 
days and two nights In the stomach at a 
great fish without any hint at divine Inter
vention. It is Quite possible that Jonah 
spent no mars time than this, It as mUCh, 
within his marine host! Jesus said that as 
Jonah was three days and three nights In 
the searmonster's stomach so He would be 
three days and three nights In the heart 
at the earth. ". . . The Hebrew torm at ex
pression tor three daUB and. three niohtl 
was llkewise used generally and Indetlnltely 
tor three days simply," " ... The Jews were 
accustomed to call parts ot a day as a whole 
day" (Butler, The Bible-Work). Hence, 
though Jesus was actually In the tomb only 
part at Friday, all at Saturday, and part ot 
the Lord's day; yet, It Is spoken at as a 
period at three days and three nights. It 
you say Jesus was burled on Thursday you 
will have Him In the tomb tour days accord
Ing to the language usage at the Jews who 
counted part at a day as a whole day. As
suming that Jesus was vlaced in the tomb 
late Friday atternoon, be spent approxi
mately thirty-six bours In the sepulcher at 
Joseph at Arlmathaea. It this period at 
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time could be spoken ot 8S three days and 
three nights. the same period or time might 
be spoken of In the case or Jonah 8S three 
days and tbree nights! It this be true. be 
could have had eleven more hOUfS and still 
have come one hour short or the time the 
English sailor was In the stomnch or the 
Rbtnodon. 

It Is nol necessary to explain this Inci
dent from the standpoint of a natural occur
rence. However, it show8 the weakness or 
the skeptic's argument, even when you take 
bls point or ,-lew. The whole matter re
volves around tbe eXI)resslon, "Now the Lord 
bad prepared. n great flab to swallow up 
Jonah." 1t all tbat 1 have said about the 
posslblltty of lhts hal)pening trom a natural 
standpoint were proven to be raIse-and 
maybe It caD be done-[ would still believe 
the story or Jonah because my conviction Is 
that It was a miracle. One writer who Jived 
In an earlier day had this to say, 

"That the preservation ot JONAH in 
the bowels of the 6sh was an impossi
bility according to the course and nature 
of things, as they now exist, is Quite 
evident: but It was no greater reversion 
of nature than the parting of the Red 
Sea, or the dividing of the streams ot 
Jordan, or the sustentation of life In 
Moses during his stay on the Mount 
tor forty days. The laws of nature were 
equally suspended In all these Instances; 
and to deny to Him, who made these 
laws to be what they are, the power of 
changing them, Is an Inconsistency 
which no reason can jusUfy." (Calvln
Oonl:m.etli(lrie8 on. the Twelve Minor 
Propllel • . ) 
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For all I know, the 68h of tbe book of Jonah 
may have been tbe only one of its kind that 
ever existed as the Lord prepared it. 

Outside of the Incidents of the book which 
have given rise to controversy, there are 
Rome marvelous le8sons to be observed. One 
of the most outstanding is God's love tor all 
nations; also the imposaibillty of fleeing 
from responsibility. Many are seeking to, 
"flee . .. from the presence of the Lord . . .. , 
(Jonah 1: 3) today. That Is, they seek to 
evade responslb111ty to Ood by making ex
CUBeS. Some say It is Impossible to know 
what Ood requires of them and so put fortb 
no appreciable ettort to determine His wtll. 
In many cases this excuse Is nothing but a 
cloak to hide one's lethargy and giving him 
an opportunity to pursue a haphazard, devil
may-care course ot life without any Qualms 
of conscience. The very nature of the Bible 
should cause the Individual to realize that 
It deserves his earnest consideration. Some 
set themselves Ul) as critics of the Bible who 
have spent very HlUe time In the study of it. 
This Is highly unfair. It as much time was 
Invested In the study of the Book as Is 
expended In the study of some college text
books, I'm sure there would be more be
lievers. However, It deserves more earnest 
consideration than this. We have a respon
I'lblllty to tbls Book at books, and to the 
humble Galilean it reveals. ' Ve shall either 
meet that responsibility now or tace It In 
Judgment. "The men of Nineveh shall rise 
in judgment with this generation, and shaH 
condemn It: because they reoented at the 
preaching of Jonah: and. behold, a greater 
than Jonas Is here" (Matt. 12-41) . Let us 
think on these things. 

THE BRITISH SCENE 
BY W . CARL KETCH ERSIDE 

It has become a custom tor thOS8 who 
visit America from England to write upon 
"The American Scene." Likewise, travellers 
who go trom this land to Britain seem to 
teel that their trtl) Is not complete without 
a report of their observations and discover
Ies. It is doubtful whether any permanent 
good is done by such reports. I have long 
debated wheUler I should set down my im
pressions, and even yet It Is with some re
luctance that I bow to the dictates of cus
tom. I have just returned to my native land 
after 5 months ot ab8ence during which I 
was associated with disciples In many sec
tions of the British Isles. 1 do not consider 
that such a stay makes me a competent au
thoritY upon the subject of the churches and 
their funeltons, and 1 set forth the toll ow
Ing Ideas purely as my own. They represent 
wbat 1 saw, or thought l' saw. 

Such a recor(l 8S this can be produced In 
several ways, and from various angles. One 
eould play up all of the good things and 
by blinding hlm.elt to adverse features, he 

could stand In well with some British breth
ren. Or, by emphasizing the disagreeable 
tendencies In contrast with a tew good 
things In our own land, he could keep In 
good with certain American brethren. The 
other alternative Is to tell the actual facts 
regardle88 of prejudicial attitudes and be In 
bad with both. Ills this latter course I shall 
pursue, since I've decided to write, tor .. with 
me It Is a very small thing that I should be 
judged of man's judgment." I shall divide 
the "scene" Into four parts, with reftections 
upOn the condition of the church In three 
dltterent sections, plus a few general obser
vations about the work In general. 

1. N orth Ireland 
Near Dungannon, which 1 thrtee visited. 

the seeds of the restoration movement were 
ftrst sown tong before the days of Alexander 
Campbell. Even In the latter part of the 
nineteenth century there were congregations 
at Londonderry, Ballymena. Carrlckfergus. 
Beltast, and other places, as reports from 

the old journals show. Today the fate of 
tbe restoration movement hinges prinCipally 
upon ODe congregation meeting at the corner 
of Paris and Berlin Streets, In the Shankl1l 
Road area of Belfast. 1t Is dlmcult to deter
mine the actual membership, but I would 
say there are about 45 male members In 
the church. 

Northern Ireland is Intensely religiOUS. 
Small gospel hal ls dot the countryside an(t 
are well filled on the Lord's Days. Many ot 
these are maJntnlned by the Plymouth 
Brethren, and the membership is otten 
composed of dl88enters tram the larger sec
tarian grouP8, such 88 the Presbyterian and 
Church of Ireland. Even In BeUast. a city 
of 600.000, the Lord's Day Is rigidly observed. 
and many of the large church buildings are 
flUed to capacity both morning and evening. 
Many of the larger tactorles and works have 
Bible claSBeS at nOOn each day, and there Is 
atway,8 opportunity tor a religious dlseuS8ion. 

I n such an atmosphere the New Testa
ment church should thrive, and no doubt 
would, If the brethren could always dwell 
together In peace and unity. As it Is, the 
church In Beirast will get more non-mem
bers at one gospel meeting. than some 
churches in other parts of the British Isles 
would get to attend during a whole year. 
The church regularly carries on a full sched
ule of services, especially during the winter 
season. In addition to the breaking of bread, 
a Bible school for children Is conducted each 
Sunday afternoon with an excellent atten
dance of boys and girls. These seem to be 
well taught by a corps of some 10 teachers 
in 88 many clll88e8. Atter the other classes 
are dismissed, one of the elders teaches a 
class tor the older young people In the con
gregation. 1t seems Quite thorough to me. 

Gospel meetings are held on Sunday and 
Wednesday evenings, with various brethren 
sharing In the proclamation. On Tuesday 
evening a children 's meeting is conducted 
by two sisters who render ert"ective service 
to a group of boys and girls of len number
Ing 130 or more. A ladles meeting Is held 
on Friday nights, but it was not productive 
of any special spiritual good tbat I could 
determine. It Is without any particular plan, 
and both attendance and particlpatton are 
haphazard. Nothing ot an edltylng nature 
Is accomplished. and the chief value seems 
to be the gelling together of a very small 
group of women tor tea and cakes, whlt~ 
they knit and talk. One cannot help but 
wish that such occasions could be used for 
the study of the Bible, and the Improvement 
of the heart and mind In the service to our 
blessed Lord. 

The congregation Is like most at home 
and abroad. It has some who are posaessed 
of much zeal and little knowledge, some of 
much knowledge and little zeal, a tew with 
both, and others with neither. As a whole 
the congregation Is not too well-Intormed In 
the practical teaching of God's revelation, 
and a tew seem perfectly content to remain 



in that condition. Certain things aTe stressed 
by a few to the utter exclusion of otbers 
just as Important. A systematic, consistent 
and persistent study of the Bible 8S an un· 
folding or Ood's plan Is sadly needed by 
everyone ot the adult members, and Indeed, 
all of the British churches lack at tbls point. 
BUl berore such a thing can be accomplished 
the membership muat be converted to a 
sense ot responsibility. 

The church In BeltasL Is made up or tree-
.• hearted, generous and humble people. There 

are no rich men among them. They labor 
hard and tor long hOUfS, and live simple 
lives In simple fashion . Herein lies their 
strength ot character, and their hope tor the 
futUre. They are In general non·sectarian In 
their ouUook. seeking neither to paganize 
their religious neighbors, nor to minimize 
the good they accomplish. They have a fatr 
concept of the restoration attitude, and are 
neither bigoted nor hypercritical. The dis
ciples are sympathetic and reverent as be
cometh saints. 

One serious handicap lies in the fact that 
the chUrch is cODlvosed, insotar as over
sight Is concerned, prinCipally at one famlly, 
or its connections. Out of the 5 members of 
the oversight, 3 are brothers In the neah, 
and another Is a brother-in-law to one of 
them. Tbis provides an opvortunlty for 
critics to say that the atralrs of the church 
are manipulated by a family clique, and 
such criticism throws an added burden upon 
the oversight, as they must strive to main
tain Impartiality whilst furthering the work. 

As to future prospects for the advance of 
simple New Testament Christianity, it must 
be stated that some have a vision of great 
things for the days ahead. During my stay, 
brethren completed the negotiations tor a 
site upon which to erect a Nissen hut In 
another part at the city. Here they will 
plant a part of their present membership to 
erect a new tort tor Jesus. r am personally 
dubious about the success of tile under
taking, In spite of the advantage of the 
location. I am not sure that the leadership 
bas the necessary executive ability to weld 
the membership Into a cohesive, cooperating 
working force, and I tear there will not be 
a sufficiently determined aggressiveness to 
go "over the top" with the proJect. The con
dition of the rear part of the present meet· 
Ing hall demonstrates tbat tbe brethren have 
a greater will to start a task than to finish, 
and tbe excuse most commonly heard Is 
that only a few will assist I would like 
nothing better than to be proven wrong In 
my surmises relative to the new under
taking, and will be the first to dotr my hat 
to the Irish brethren If they prove my 
pessimism to be unfounded. 

My spirit Is depre88ed by certain ten
dencies which are apparent The cburch In 
the past has been troubled by outbreaks of 
personal jealousy. Sometimes It takes a dif
ferent form In Ireland t.han In the United 
States. Over there brethren are afraid that 
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someone will do more than themselves; over 
here they are afraid that someone wtll"'not. 
Jealousy among brethren Is a terrible seed, 
nurtured in hell, planted by Satan and 
encouraged by our own IitUeness. It Is ever 
a sign of an Inferiority complex and mani
fests ttselt In pulling down to one's own 
level those whose level we cannot aspire to 
reach. The love at God should so flU our 
hearts that brethren need not worry about 
babying and pampering us. You cannot do 
God's work efficiently whtle trying always to 
be careful not to give an Imaginary slight 
to those who have cherished feelings put 
out Hke radar beams on every side, probing 
tor something to pout about. 

Fortunately. I possess nothing to create 
Jealousy In the heart ot anyone, so I tound 
a good friend In every Christian heart In 
Ireland, without exception, Insofar as I 
know. If I had any enemies before this 
article was written I do not know it But 
even a cursory knowledge lets one see tbat 
the congregation Is not tree tram this blight 
which binders and holds back tbe work. 
Certain ones, with best Intentions, but wHh 
little tact, add tuel to the fire, and by 111-
chosen words sUr up unnecessary conflict 
and animosity. My brethren, aucb things 
ought not to be! 

I went to Ireland to work with tbe over
sight In every scriptural endeavor. I had 
their perfect cooperation and the loyal sup
port or the whole church. Not a single un
toward incident marred our fellowship. Cer
tain practices about which I had heard before 
going, and which might have been a grief of 
heart, were not carried out, though oppor· 
tunlty was afforded. I resolved to be made 
a servant to no clique, and to refuse to be 
made 0. cat'8 I)aw to pull anyone's poUtleol 
chestnuts out of a religious fire. I knew 
before I went that there bad been some 
schism. and I knew that It was caused to a 
great extent by American Innuence. Wben 
I was Issued the Invitation to come and 
labor with the church, I went to preach 
unity and not division, peace and not dis
cord. I regarded every member of the 
church in the same IIgbt, sougbt to be im
partial and to encourage all to higher Hvlng. 

- When the ship lett tbe dock at. Belfast, and 
slowly steamed out tnto the dusky harbor, 
I looked upon the faces of the throng of dis
ciples on the pier, and tears came to my 
eyes, as I beard their song. "God be with 
you till me meet again!" 

I love the church In Beltast. I love every 
member with a heart filled with gratitude 
for their kindness. Brethren, you have a 
great futUre If you'll but take advantage of 
Il Learn the blessing of united service for 
the precious Lord. Be steadfast, unmoveable. 
always abounding In the work of the Lord. 
I thank you tor what you taugbt me, tor 
your smJies, your tears, your prayers and 
sacrifices. I cannot forget our labors to
gether for his blesaed name's sake. May 
we all meet someday In bls blessed favor. 
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2. Srotlaml 
The "land of the thistle" has alWayS had 

a fascinaUon for me. 'Vltb Scots blood in 
my veins, and a Jlnk by berltage to Glasgow 
In the generations past, my heart bas ever 
thril1ed to the stories of "old ScoUa." It has 
always seemed Quite appropriate that In this 
land of rugged benuty, Alexander Campbell 
should flrst catch a glimpse of the beauty of 
the gospel plan free ot clerical modlficaUons. 
I flrst heard of the Slam annan District 
churches a Quarter of a century ago, and 
when I first went to Scotland In 1947 I ex
pected to find congregations aggressively 
I)ressing the warfare against sectarianism 
with stalwart. leadership In the van at the 
fight. I had conjured up In my mind a vilion 
of working churches, each with Its own 
plurality of qualified bishops, eacb a re
spected part of the neighborhood, and & 

power for gOOd. How dltrerent waa my 
actual view! 

Make no mistake about It! This area baa 
produced some noble defenders of the faUh, 
men who were great students and C%l)Onents 
of the living Word. And there are still many 
who love the Lord and speak often of Bls 
name. In this account, however. I do not 
rerer to Individuals 80 mucb as to churches 
In general. The congregations (some of 
them) remind me of an aged man In sentle 
helplessness, sitting In the shade of a tree 
and conttnually recounting the battles and 
victories of bls youth. One bears repeatedly 
of the momentous accomplishments of James 
Anderson, more than haIt century ago. In 
some places there has been little since to 
boast about. And aged men sometimes han 
but little to which to look forward to but 
death. The same can be true of aged 
churcbes. 

Time b .. laken lIB loll. II bas been aided 
In some Instances by the jealousy and petty 
bickering, the "feuding and fighting and 
tusslng" of those wbo set out to show tbe 
divided religious world the way to unity and 
perfect peace. Over some meeting bouse 
doors could be written the word "Icbabod," 
and a monument In the yard might be in
scribed "Sacred to the memory of a body 
stabbed to death by ita own members:' I 
have a deep feeling of sadness when I see 
once mighty rorees for good, feebly treading 
the last mUe of the road to community 
oblivion. 

Naturally, other factors than those men
tioned bave contributed to decadence. There 
Is the opposition of a state cburcb with its 
organized DOwer, pomp and political privi
lege. The General Assembly sat In Be88lon 
while I was near Edinburgh, and the pagean· 
try was more befitting of Caesar than of 
Christ. The streets were filled with men of 
clerical dress, most of them purnng on ciga
rettes. It Is difficult for humble disciples to 
compete with such display In the eyes of a 
worldly public. Yet the simple gospel once 
toppled tbe emperors of Rome from tbeir 
despotic thrones. 
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Too. there Is a general apathy and Indif
ference toward eternal weltare which otters 
a stubborn resistance to tbe truth. The 
e1rect ot our ettorls 18 not enhanced, how
ever, by a compromising membership. with 
worldly tendencies. I bad expected to find 
In Scotland, of all places. a consecrated. 
aancUned and holy membership. But I bad 
been too much under the spell and InOuenoo 
of Buro's description of "A Cotler's Satur
day Night." I was not prepared to find 
tbat In some congregations there were 
tlnema-going, pleasure-seeking, worldly-Hv
log members at the type which are all 100 
freQuenL Some at the congregations make 
no Impression on the communily at all, ~ 
cause "the salt has lost its savor." Perhaps 
the type ot person we bave described Is 
Dol typical. Surely the majority are not like 
this, but "a little leaven leaveneth the whole 
lump." Too, every church is not guilty of 
Indifference, but many are, and in some 
cues they are aided and abetted by a leader
ship which through political manipulation 
haa seized power and will not let scriptural 
discipline be exercised. 

The picture Is not all. dark. There are 
bright spots. I am thinking of at teast 2 
congregations which have wonderful possi
bUlties, if they can but consecrate their 
entire membership unto "n closer walk with 
God." But there will bave to be humility, 
crucl6xlon of sa1f, and fervent prayers even 
there. Another place shows signs of a spiri
tual revival. In Scotland I found n. pro
claimer of the Word who Is growing in grace 
and knowledge, and who Is unassuming and 
sincere. I believe that he has a grasp of 
the needs of the church and will labor to 
"aet In order the things that are wanting." 
For him, and for al l of our brethren In every 
congregation, 1 earnesUy pray. But aU ef
forts will be hampered, If not unavailing, 
unll l the churcbes In this area cease to live 
In the PRst and bask in the glory of former 
triumphs. Here, above all places I have 
been, churches should "torget those things 
which are behind, and reaching forth unto 
those things which Rre before, press toward 
the mark for the prize of the high calltng." 

The cause has been inftuenced In some 
locallUes by economic condlUons. Mines 
which formed the sole means of sustenance 
have closed due to lhe exhaustion of the 
coal seams, and people have emigrated to 
other lands or moved to other portions of 
Britain. Thus the membership has depleted 
In communities and the church has been 
weakened. Otten this process has been aided 
by a Jack of Inlerest upon the part ot some 
who remained. It Is a tragic commentary 
upon the church of the Living God that a 
throng will gather for an annual social with 
Us food and entertainment, but it Is Impos
sible to secure cooperation for gospel proda
malion In such an area. 

There la aJ80 the grave danger that con· 
gregaUona may become frantic at their own 
condillon and turn to any source which Is 
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open tor what alJpears to be a temporary In
crease of Interest. Churches beholding the 
Boys' Brigades, the Youth Movements, etc., 
of the state churCh, may be tempted to em
brace 8uch worldly expedients to hold their 
young people who are lost simply because 
of the lack ot constructive leadership. and 
due to an Insufficient program ot home train
Ing and IndoctrlnaUon. The Introduction of 
Christmas trees, secular youth programs, 
and other sectarian machinery Is not only 
an admission ot tallure to accomplish splrl· 
tual alms through the gospel, but represenLB 
the beginning of the end of pure, wholesome 
New Testament Christianity. Yet some Scots 
churches have either taken such steps or 
gaze longingly at their possibilities. 

However, the brethren of reputation 
amongst them, are resisting the preB8ure of 
outside innuences, even those alluring in
fluences from America which would under
mine the fundamental principles upon which 
l\ complete return to Christianity must be 
based. The people of Scotia are independent 
thinkers, and have l\ determination unsur
passed by any other people. Conservative In 
tendency, unwilling to be driven about by 
any clerical caste; brethren will study care
tully the fruits of any move before they 
make It. For this they merit commendation! 

It Is time tor a great spirit of revival to 
strike the churches In this region. To 
achieve it, there must be strong, vlrne. un
compromising preaching. Someone with 

courage which knows no tear, must condemn 
sin until men's hearta melt with tear betore 
the Lord. The church must be set on fire 
for God. It Is not enough to keep raking 
the cold ashes of yesterday. There must be 
a rekindling, and It must be done by some
one who courts no favor, who Is Impartial 
toward saint and ainner. The church needs 
to be brought to its knees In humble con
fession of shortcomings, and Inspired to rise 
and conquer for Him whose name Is "1m
manue1." It sueh preaehlng can be done. 
and If brethren wlJl admit their need of a 
complete return to God, there may yet come 
out of this land of stalwart, sturdy sons, 
the dawn of a new day for the Restoration. 

It Is no time for soft-soaping, or for sob
sister emoUonnllam. Such preaching Dlls 
the chUrch with halt-converted members. It 
Is rather a time tor challenging, chastening 
declaration of the whole gospel, eucceeded 
by careful, prayerful training and develop
Ing of every child of God. Christ neede to 
be brought to Scotland, and Scotland needs 
to be brought to Christ. 'Vhat good will it 
do for us to oppose an unscrlptural "Co· 
operRlIon ot Churches of Christ" It at 
the same time we do not manifest before the 
world a scriptural cooperatton of the 
churches of Christ! Gird on the armor and 
carry the 6ght to the enemy. Truth has not 
lost ita power; then let ua not render It 
powerless. 

(To be continued) 

TALKS ON TIMOTHY 
BY HAROLD BAlNES, MORLEY, ENGLAND 

"lmtmction iu Righteotlmess" 

'Ve now turn our attention, brother, to 
the more practical application of Christian
Ity to our everyday lives. In this, the phrase 
above. t a ken from 2 
Timothy 3: 16, 18 ot 1m· 
portance to you, both In 
your cap act t y of a 
teacher of olhers, and 
In the equally impor
tant one of teaching 
yourself. The ablllty to 
Imp art knowledge to 
othera Is an Important 
one in any sphere of 
life, as so much good 
or harm may be done. 
according to whether the Instruction Is good 
or bad. Information carelessly given Is otten 
completely misunderstood. The student gets 
tL wrong understanding of the thing he Is 
trying to learn, consequently never masters 
It, so can never aLtaln tull proftclency In the 
branch of Industry or commerce In which he 
is training, unttl the defiCiency la made good. 

How much more so, when It cornea to In
struction In Christian living. The imparter 
of knowledge on thla subject must Drat have 

been taught, nnd know trom personal ex· 
perience what It meana to be a Christian 
betore he can give full torce to the doctrine 
he Is trying to teach. You will see then, 
brother, the full ImpllcaUon ot our text. The 
'Vord of God Is prontable tor correction. 
reproof and Inatructlon In righteousness. 
Not only Is It profitable for reproving error 
or correcting mistakes, but shows us pre
cisely what to do and how to do it. 

Righteousness Is right living. We can 
never attain here the sinless perfection ot 
our heavenly Master, but we can attain a 
measure of righteousness by living accord .• 
ing to the prinCiples, precepts and examples 
of the New Testnment. The Word Is profit
nble for Instruction tn rlghteousne88 In 
three waye. 

Firstly, In enunciating principles, I. e., 
foundation truths, not only the great facts 
ot ChrlstlanlLy historically, but the basiC 
tacts of the moral laws of God wilhout which 
the universe would not exist nor life con
tinue. These are presented In both teata
ments. Take one example: "God Is not 
mocked, tor whatsoever a man soweth that 
shall he also reap." 



Secondly. the Word imparts instructiOIl 
through precepts, that is, definite moral 
Jaws, tor example, "Thou sbalt not steal," 
"Love ODe another," "Overcome evil with 
good." These nre moral [lrinciples, or pre
cepts. Upon them and olbers llke them, we 
mould our personal conduct betore the world 
ot men. 

It is not sufficient to proclaim our faith 
In the resurrection ot Christ, or that bap
tism Is eS8enlial to salvation, or that we 
should not forsake attendance at the Lord 's 

·~able. These nre important, but what the 
world looks tor is some outward evidence 
of our taith In these things in our relation
ships with one another and the outside 
world. We reveal that evidence by our right· 
eousness. 

Finally. we get one or two classic ex
amples ot how these things were put into 
practice, particularly in the Acts of Apostles. 
One case in point will serve. In Acts 8: 26-40 
the act of baptism is described In detail. as 
an example ot how bellevers' Immersion 
should be administered. 'Ve see just what 
took place at that immersion and counUess 
thousands of immersions have been carried 
out since on the basis of the example sbown 
bere. 

Your next step, you.ng brother, Is to learn 
how to Impart that knowledge to others. It 
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is a task ot great importance, particularly 
when there are those present well able to 
instruct you. 1\1any years ago I was to ad· 
dress a certain church at the Lord's Table. 
It is a custom In our part at the world for 
the presiding brethren to announce a visiting 
speaker after this fashion: "The time bas 
arrived for the edification of the churcb. 
I will call upon our visiting speaker, Bro. 
--- to address US." This particular morn· 
ing the president said, "The time has now 
arrived for the church to be i .1tstr1lcte(/' in 
rigMeouslI,ess. Bro. Baines of Morley will 
address us." 

Those words seared Into my brain like hot 
coals. I was expected to Instruct the church 
here in righteousness. 1 couldn't do it. 1 
had never before looked on my talks Uke 
that. I ascended the rostrum not a little 
confused. What I spoke of 1 shall never be 
able to recall, but in quiet, humbled tones 
delivered what I had to say, for among the 
sea of faces 1 saw several aged saints rever· 
enced for their work's sake, and I was ex· 
peeted to instruct them, in righteousness. 
My preaching took on a different meaning 
atter that and I did a lot of soul·seaTching. 
We must get ourselves right Orst as far as 
we cnn, that our example may be a means 
of instruction. Without this anything we 
say will be of no avail. 

THE CEDARS OF LEBANON 
BY R OBERT T. HARTMANN 

Special to the Mission Messetlger 

(Bro. Hartmann, a member of the Comp
ton (Calif.) congregation, Is a Los Angeles 
newspapel'man spending a year in the Middle 
East under a Reid Faun· 
dation fellowship award. 
He will report regularly 
on his travels in the 
Bible Lands-Ed.) 

LES CWRJo:s, Lebanon. 
- Here in the sbade at 
the Cedars ot Lebanon, 
some of them 2500 years 
old, one cannot help but 
reflect on the brevity of 
human lire and the eter· 
nlty or Divine truth. 

Not many of ilie ancient cedars are lett, 
but perhaps a dozen remain that were 
growing in the time of Christ. They are 
clustered, togelher with a few "young" trees 
only 500 or 1000 years old, In a hillside 
hollow near the snowcapped summit of the 
10,000·foot Lebanon range. 

The cedars are not tall giants like the 
California redwoods. They are short and 
squat, t.heir ]imbs buggi.ng the barren moun
tainside ror shelter. The cedar wood has a 
lovely tragrance, and is so durable that 
pieces of It excavated from 3000-year-old 
sites can sUIl be planed and worked. 

When Solomon was building the Temple, 
he had to make a deal with Hiram, King of 
Tyre, for the necessary timbers, as Judea 
Is a treeless land. Cedars were hewn hel'e 
by the skilled lumberjacks of Sidon and 
Tyre and floated down the l\fedlten-anean 
coast to Judean ports, then hauled UI) the 
mountain road to J erusalem (l Kings 6). 

It must be remembered that timber was 
more precious than gold to the ancient civ,l· 
lizaUons of the Middle East. Only on a few 
high mountatn ranges, such as the Lebanon, 
do trees grow large enough to supply tim
bers for roofing and other beavy construe· 
Uon work. Most building In tbls region was 
then, and is now, ot stone. 

The PhoeniCians, who once Inhabited the 
coasts of Lebanon, became the world's first 
seafarers because tbey alone had Umber to 
build seaworthy vessels. The little sailboats 
that ply these coasts tOday are not much 
different rrom their PhoeniCian prototypes. 

Every conQuerpr of the Middle East, from 
the early Egyptian dynasties to the start of 
the Age at Steel, has coveted the Cedars of 
Lebanon. In the course of centuries the 
forests have been mostly cut down. But a 
remnant was saved high above the vaHey 
or Kadlsha, and Is now a sort of naUona.1 
park, where skiers go In winter. 
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The valley at Kadisha is one of the moaL 
spectacular sights in the world. It Is a' deep 
delHe in the mountain cut by a sparkling 
stream of pure water that Issues from a 
fabulous cave. Along the rim or this gorge 
many or the Crusaders who missed the last 
boat ror Europe sought refuge from tbe 
Moslem conquerors, and have kept their 
faith and their blood ror centuries In their 
mountain stronghold. Many are blonde or 
red·halred, and the children have names 
straight from England and Normandy. 

Tbe mountains of Lebanon, In which the 
earliest Christians found safety and which 
the Crusaders briefly wres ted from Moslem 
rule, has been an Island of Christianity ever 
since. The young republic at Lebanon Is 
today the only nation of the Middle East 
with a Christian tradition and majority. 

Perverted as the pure Gospel has been in 
some of Its torms here, it Is so superIor to 
the faith that dominates most of this part 
of the wOI'ld that the Christians sLand out 
among their neighbors like shining lights. 
If lhe Lrue Gospel could return to tbe lands 
at its beginning, they might once more 
flow with milk and honey. 

J. H. MABERY DIES 
The faithrul churches sustained a great 

loss in the death of J. H. Mabery, Bonne 
Terl'e. Missouri, on July 8. Our brother, who 
had suttered several heart attacks had been 
removed to the hospital and given orders tor 
complete rest, but the weakened heart could 
not recover its strength. Bro. Mabery has 
been responsible for starting several con· 
gregations in south Missouri which are 
monuments to bls zeal. Up to the time of 
his death he was ever ready to go and teach 
the Word of Lite wherever opportunity pra. 
sented. For a number of years he was with 
the Satnt Joseph Lead Company In a super· 
vlsory role, but upon his retirement several 
years ago, he devoted his enUre energy to 
the church. Funeral services were conducted 
by the editor. who has sustained a tremen· 
dous personal loss In the paSSing of tbis InU· 
mate friend, counsellor and fellow·worker. 
Fred Killebrew assisted. 

LABOR DAY MEETING 
The annual Labor Day gathering will be 

held at Hammond, IllinOis, on September 
1·3, preceded by a series of meetings with 
Bernell Weems. The meeUng on September 
1, wUl teature talks by the young people 
who are present. Three young men from 
Windsor, Ontario. Canada, will speak at the 
Sunday night service. The meeting on Labor 
Day wIll be held at the CeCil Fleener home. 
You are urged to write for reservations at 
once, giving number expected In your party, 
specifying how Dlany men and how many 
women will be In the group. Address cor
respondence on these matteTs to Verltn 
Bolin, Hammond, Illinois. Please write at 
once! 
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THE HIRELING 
BY D. J. WHlITEN 

(EDITOR'S NOTE: Tbt, article which first 
appeared In "Firm Foundation," April 18, 
1950, 18 herewith reproduced at the solicita· 
tion of a brother In Paragould, Ark.) 

Jesus said, "1 am the good sbe,pberd: the 
good shepherd giveth bis life tor the sheep. 
But he that Is an hireling, nnd not the shep
herd, whose own the 8\1eep are Dot. seeth 
the wolf coming, Bnd leaveth the sheep. and 
fleetb: and the wolt calcbeth them and scat
tereth the sbeep" (Jobn 10: 11·13). 

Jesus uses the good shepherd, the sheep, 
and the hireling to represent two kinds of 
preachers or teachers. The hireling repre
senta the preacher or elder who preaches 
primarily for hire, while the good shepherd 
represents Christ and all feeders ot God's 
people who are willing to Burfer tor the 
nock. Though the hireling Is condemned, it 
Is evident that those shepherds who a.e 
faithful are to be supported. Paul says, 
"God has ordained that tqey that preach the 
gospel shall Jlve of the Gospel" (1 Cor. 9: 
14). Every developed congregation should 
have a plurality of elders who are com· 
manded to feed the Oock of God. To the 
elders of the church at Ephesus Paul saJd, 
"Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and 
to all the flock, over which the Holy Ghost 
hath made you overseers to feed the church 
of God which be bath purchased with bls 
own blood" (Acta 20: 28). These sbepberds 
were to be supported by the church. Bishops 
were not to be muzzled 88 was the OJ: that 
treaded out the corn (1 Tim. 5: 17,18). How
ever, tbey were not to feed and oversee the 
flock for filthy lucre, or money, but of R 

ready mind (1 Pet. 5: I, 2). Elders were 
among the highest Quallfted members of the 
Church. From 1 Tim. 3 and Titus I, we may 
learn what qualifications elders must pos
sess. Other scriptures also refer to the work, 
and duty of elders. There Is not another 
of11ce In the local congregation that requires 
as many high degrees of Qualifications as Is 
required of elders. ]t would be Indeed 
strange that Ood would require such a high 
standard of Qualtftcations for elders and 
tben not expect them to do anything but 
act as ftgurebeads. 

The modern pastors (or ministers) as they 
are caned by the churches of Christ, have 
jUlt about lupplanted the elders. The miniS
ter has become the Indispensable man In the 
local congregation. The cry for a minister 
haa gone out like the cry of Israel for a 
king. He Is referred to 88 the minister 
as though none others In the congregation 
acted as ministers. Such speech reminds 
one of the elder. 'Ve should read the Bible 
enough to learn how the word minister Is 
used. By the consent of tbe leaders, or SG

called elden, the minister takes over the 
feeding of the nock. He does almost all the 
public feeding, and the leaders or elders, 

have taken their seata to either rust out or 
die out. Wherever a congregation has this 
kind of set·up the whole congregation comes 
to have a teeltng of ease, and sits by and 
watches the minister do almost all the work. 
He not only does nearly all of the public 
teaching, but he does most of tbe vlslUng 
of the sick, and seeing after deHnquent 
members. He Is expected to do almost all 
the personal work. 'Vherever a preacher 
has been given all the public teaching to do 
It Is all but Impo88lble to develop elders, 
preachers, and teachers In the local congre
gation, which Is the duty of every congre
gation. In order for men to develop Into 
elders they must be given an opportunity to 
speak otten In public. The same Is true of 
all others wbo wish to become public teacb· 
ers In the church. Elders must be apt to 
teach-sktIlful teachers. They were to be 
able to convict the gainsayers (Titus 1: 9). 
Elders were commanded to feed the flock, 
and this cannot all be done In private. The 
modern pastor or minister bas made elders 
obsolete-they have no work left for them 
to do. The elders bave turned over all the 
work God has commanded tbem to do to 
their minister. The result Is we have but 
few Qualified elders, and the only way we 
have lett to develop elders and preachers 
and teachers Is to send them to a. Bible col· 
lege. In tbls way the church Is pushed Into 
the background and the Bible college Is 
exalted above the churcb. I am not opposed 
to Bible colleges, neither am I opposed to a 
cburcb using a. preacher. but 1 do oppose 
tbe wrong use of either of them. 

It may be asked, In wbat way, or ways, 
does the modern minister represent the hire
ling of John 10: 11·13? A hireling Is one 
who works primarily for hire or money. 
Jesus describes the hireling so we need not 
be In doubt as to who be Is. Tbe blrellng 
sees the wolt coming. The wolf represents 
anything that may endanger the church. 
The preacher or elder or any feeder of God's 
people who sees some evil teaching or prac· 
tice tbat is liable to lead members Into sin 
or worldllne8B and Is afraid to put up an 
bonest 8gbt against this evil Is certainly 
the blrellng of John 10: 11·13. Jesus says, 
"He fleeth because he careth not for the 
sheep." The hireling Is more Interested in 
his job than he Is In the souls of men, hence 
when tbere Is any danger of bls losing his 
job, by bls ftghtlng some worldliness, he wm 
detour and let this evil devour the church. 
Anything tbat can endanger the church can 
be this wolt. The tbeater, the dance, skating
rink, card party, beer and otber strong 
drinks, and otber lustful things as tobacco 
smoking nnd sucb like. Such things have 
become the pack of wolves that are devour
Ing the cburch members everywbere. 

The church Is to be a glorious church, not 

bavlng sPOt or wrinkle or any such thlnga, 
but Is to be holy and without blemish (Eph. 
6: 26-27). The preacber who sees the church 
being Jed ott after lustful and dangerous 
practices and fails to put up a real fight 
against such things Is the hireHng of John 
10: 11·13. Such preachers generally become 
partakers of tbese bad things themselves, 
and the flock Is dispersed. The church Is 
cursed with these modern hirelings. When 
tbey apply for a job, or hear of a call for 
a preacher, the first tblng they are Inter· 
ested In Is, what Is the salary! They care 
not tor tbe sheep, but tor the hire. They 
seek to please men and should not be recog· 
nized as servants ot Christ (Gal. 1: 10). 

It Is evident that most congregations can 
use a preacher, and a large congregation 
sbould support several, and a few do. Thera 
Is much preacblng tbat should be done in 
most communities tbat elders do not have 
time to do. Besides this, there Is always the 
need for minion meetings In towns or com
munities where there Is no church of Christ. 
Let congregations use preachers to evan· 
gellze the surrounding country and when 
in the assembly take their turn In teaching 
the church, but they should never be used 
80 as to supplant the public teaching ot 
others who need to develop Into teacbers, 
or elders and preachers. Every male mem
ber who Is faithful and bas any ability to 
do public teaching should be encouraged to 
develop as much as possible. Such men are 
needed all over the world. and they may be 
called upon any time to do public work In 
tbe church, and It they are not prepared 
they cannot do It. Class teaching alone can· 
not prepare one for public teaching. 

In the church at Corinth there were many 
spiritually glfled members, some had the 
gift to prophesy, some to speak In tongues, 
and some to teach. The apostle Paul gave 
Instruction to tbe effect tbat all these differ
ent gifted teachers might a88lst In the pub
lic worship so as to edify the church. Two 
or three of the prophets were allowed to 
speak at each meeting. No one was allowed 
to use all tbe time (1 Cor. 14: 31). God 
could have revealed a complete message 
through one speaker, but he did not choose 
to do It In this way, and he had a reaSOD. 
"Ye may al1 prophesy one by one that all 
may learn and all be comforted" (v. 31)" 
God's way Is the only right way, and for us 
to Ignore this way Is to set aside God's way.
for our way8. Brethren, enn we Ignore this 
plain unmlsta~able teaching on bow to edify 
lbe church and expect God to judge U8 faith
ful! I am afraid he wll1 not. 

TENT MEETINGS 
'Vlnford Lee began a series ot tent meet· 

Ings at Hagerstown, Indiana, on July 8, 
closing on July 23. 

Roy Loney and Loren McCord began the 
first meeting In tbe new tent provided by 
the churcbes, on August I, at Hays, Kansas. 
Pray tor these efforts. 



MISSION 1I1ESSENGER 

AS I SEE THINGS 
BY LAWRENCE THOMPSON 

ReeenUy I read again some articles by 
Bro. KetcherSide and Bro. Hurst in the 
February issue at the MISSION I\t.f.s~NOER. 
I think they both come short ot one ot Ule 
main dlmculttes In the church today. There 
is a desire by many brethren to go back to 
Jerusnlem. and knowing these two men per-

.• • 80nally, I know that they want to go all the 
way back. and get a model ot the cburch 8S 

,it wa.s In the beginning. Any other pattern 
for tbe cburch would come short of the 
glory of God. 

I may nol be able to point the way clearly 
because I am troubled with the same tradl· 
tlons as everyone else. \Ve have come out 
of sectarianism and perhaps our con
cept of the church was derived fl'om tha t 
80UI'Ce rather than from the paltern laid 
down in the New Testament. That sounds 
bad, but much as we would like to deny it, 
we have but to look about us and observe 
the practice of the chUrch at various places, 
and compare that with the New Testament. 

01' as they pursued daily tasks. But when 
they met on the first day of the week the 
purpose was to break bread and edify one 
another, "fOr ye may all prophesy one by 
one, that all may learn and all be com
torted" (1 Cor. 14: 31). I would Jike to see 
a congregation where each and every mem
ber was a minister for the Lord, and wbere 
each member could and would preach the 
gospel to the world. 

Bro. Hurst laments the fact that many 
congregations caU the preachers rather than 
send them. So do I, but why send someone 
to do the work that the membership Is 
supposed to do? It Is true that there is a 
work in the church for evangelists, but I 
think it you will s tUdy instructions to 
Timothy and Titus you'll find they were 
to instruct the church, rather than preach 
to the world. Timothy was left at Ephesus 
to cbarge some that they teach no other 
doctrine (1 Tim. 1 : 3). He was not to have 
the oversight. They had elders there. Titus 
was lett in Crete to set in order the things 
that were wanting, to ordain elders in every 
city (Titus 1 : 5). To appoint elders he bad 
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to first teach them, so that they would be 
able by sound doctrine both to exhort and 
convict the ga insayers (Titus 1: 9). 

In Acts 20: 7 we learn that disciples met 
on the first day of lhe week to break bread. 
1 Corinthians 16: 2 would Indicate that It was 
a regular practice to meet on the first day 
ot the week. 1 Corln'Ullans 14: 26 sets a pro
cedure fot' the meeting, and verse 31 says 
everyone may have a part in it. The evan
gelists today should be kept busy teachJng 
the disciples that are made by Lhe preaching 
of the Individual members, so that they may 
grow In grace and knowledge of the Lord. 

{EDITOR'S NOTE: I do not quite tollow the 
reasontng of my brother in the above. The 
very word "evangelist" means "a proclalmer 
of good news." Tbe Instruction of Paul to 
Timothy was to "Preach the word" and the 
term "preach"is from keflUsso, which means 
"to cry out, or proclaim as a herald." This 
Is distinct from the work ot a Leacher. Every
thing that has been said about teaching the 
church to function is correct, but it still 
remains that the apostolic example is "Dally 
In Lhe temple and In every house, they ceased 
not to teach and J)reach Jesus Christ" (Acts 
5: 42). Philip was an evangelist. "He 
preached in all the 'ClUes, till he came to 
Caesarea" (Acts 8: 40). 

Ot. .. · practice generally is to meet on 
Lord's Day, observing the same routine 
each time. 'Ve sing two or three songs, have 
prayer, go to the classes, then listen to 
someone preach a sermon, after which we 
partake of the emblems at Ule Lord's Table, 
then dismiss and go home feeling we have 
done all that Is required of us. And I have 
heard preachers remark t.hat this is the 
church at work. Is this your Idea of the 
chUrch? If the one to which you belong 
follows this procedure with a midweek ser
vice I am afraid it got the pattern trom 
the wrong source. 

IF ANY MAN MINISTER 

'Vhen Moses was about to make the taber
nacle he was admonished to make it accord
Ing to t.he pattern shown him In the mount. 
That tabernacle was but a temporary build
Ing for the time then I)resent and was to be 
done away. Seeing that the church is to last 
ror all time, bow much more caretul should 
we be to follow the pattern given tor us. 
We seem to think lhat the only way the 
church can grow Is to have a nice house 
In which we can meet (one to be proud ot) 
and to wblch we can invite sinners to come 
and hear the gospel l)reached by our best 
speaker, hired for the occasion. We seem 
to forget that those who were scattered 
abroad were not apostles, but yet they went 
everywhere preaching the WOI·d . 

Some ot them travelled as tar a,s Phenice, 
Cypress and Antioch (Acts 11 : 19, 20) and 
us they went, lhey preached the word of 
Ule Lord. As tor houses, they met at the 
homes ot disciples. When the church came 
together in one place, they were relaxed and 
at rest. The assembly was tor the saints. 
It was not a gathering ot sinners to have 
the gospel preached unto Ulem. They did 
their preaching when they walked by the 
way, or when they stood on street corners, 

BY WILLIAM J. HENSLEY 

Those who really believe in New Testa
ment Christianity are of the conviction that 
every Christian Is a minister (servant) and 
thus has a duty to ful
fill. This was true of 
the bouse of Stephan as 
(l Cor. 16: 15) as they 
addicted themselves to 
the min i s try of the 
saints. ThIs ministry of 
Individual Christians 
cannot be discounted Eta 
a determining factor in 
the growth and expan
sion of the church of 

~ Chrlst. 

The church Is faced with a menace by 
renson of a subtle system which Is fastening 
Itself upon congregations throughout . every 
part of the world. We stand on the thres
hold of nn apostasy which can sweep the 
cburch into sectarianism. The "one man 
minister system" bas not a single scripture 
to sustain It, nor an inspired example tor 
precedent. It is foreign Lo the New Testa
ment. I read of bishops and deacons in the 
local congregations, but nowhere do I find 
the offlce of "the minister" mentioned. Al l 
proclaimers of the gospel in the first century 
were evangelists. 

The one man ministry system violates t.he 
prinCiples ot New Testament worship. The 
general practice of "the minister" is to de-

liver a formal sermon at the hour for public 
worship on Lord's Day morning, as well a8 

to render professional services aL other 
times. Under this arrangement, the Indl
yldual saints have no opportunity to exhort 
the assembly. To employ "the minister" in 
this way is not only to create an unscrl~ 
tural offiee, but to add a general practice in 
the worship, which was never ordained of 
God. In view ot this, we then have a man
made 8nangement inserted Into the worship 
of the local congregation (see Matt. 15: 9). 

Paul's visit to Trons (Acts 20: 7) consti
tutes no groluld for the system we are op
posing. The same Is true ot the year that 
Paul and Barnabas spent with tbe faithful 
In Antioch ,(Acts 11: 26). His labor, regard· 
less ot zeal, must be placed where It belongs. 
He is the "professional tOUCh" produced by 
the theological schools to give the church a 
modern approach to tbe many In sin. But 
as 'followers of the Lord, we must not only 
be sure of obtaining results, but that they 
are obtained the Lord's way. To let our 
zeal, activity and accomplishments mulUply 
by any other standard Is to go down the 
long, sad roads which the denominations 
have travelled. 

Let us guard against any addition to His 
'Vord. Let us seek to keep the worship ot 
the local church in harmony with the New 
Testament. Let us uphold the BIbJe teaching 
that all saints have a ministry to perform 
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as scrvan18 or the Lord. Surely nothing can 
be lost by baving this kind of faUb and 
works. 

In closing I wish to Quote a statement 
trom Mr. Stanley I. Stuber tn his book, 
"How We Got Our Denominations," On page 
27, under the chapter beading "The Church 
in Antioch" be says: "The worship was very 

MISSION MESSENGER 

simple. There was singing and prayer, fol· 
lowed by a reading from tbe Old Testament. 
o •• An exhortation on the Old Testament 
passage followed. There waf no formal 
lennon.. The service was much like tbe 
prayer meeting of a generation ago. The 
Lord's Supper was celebrated with the bread 
and wine tn memory of the Lord's Death." 

THREE THOUSAND - TEN MINUTES 
BY W. G. ROBERTS 

Many make lIgbt of the Idea of 3000 per· 
sona being Immersed on Pentecost. and say 
they would bave had to be sprinkled. 1 can 
Immerse a person as 
Quickly as they can 
I p r Ink I e one. Wbo 
bas ever claimed that 
3000 were baptized In 
one day! In Acts 2 it 
lays that 3000 were bap
tized but does not say 
they were all Immersed 
in one day. There were 
plenty of pools in the 
city, and ad eQ u a te 
places for Immersion, so 
we need not worry about whetber they bad 
a place to Immerse all who desired to obey 
God. 

On tbat occasion there were 12 apostles 
present. Divide 3000 by 12, and we have 250 
for each to immerse. Peter's speech began 
about 9 a. m. (Acts 2:15) nnd to give all 
the weight to the argument that could be 
asked, we wtll allow 3 bours tor the preach· 
Ing and arrangements for tbe bapUzlng. 
That will leave G bours In wblch to do the 
baptizing. Now 250 diVided by G. leaves less 
than -42 tor each at the 12 to Immerse each 
bour. But we must remember that there 
were 70 other preachers present (Luke 10: 
1; Acta 1: 15). Thus we have 82 to do the 
bapUzlng. This would allow only 36 tor each 
one to Immerse In 6 hours, or about 6 per 

person per hour. A man can Immerse 6 per
sons In 10 minutes and do It wltb ease. 
Theretore, the three thousand could have 
been Immersed In ten minutes. This spoils 
the so-called argument about It being 1m· 
possible to baptize them all In ono day. 
Those who claim such overlOOk the tact tbat 
there were 82 persons present to do the Im
mersing instead at just the twelve. 

(EOITOR'S NOTE: Unquestionably our brother 
In the above has smitten "hip and thigh" 
thoso who claim that 3000 persons could not 
have been immersed on the day at Pentecost. 
Ot course, we would have to assume that 
the seventy mentioned in Luke 10: 1 were 
amOllg the 120 mentioned In Acts 1: 15, tor 
the scripture does not say so. And as to 
how many people were present to do the 
bapUzing, aside from the twelve, we have 
no record. No one by going to the Dible can 
prOve how many administrators acted on 
that day, and fortunately our faith In the 
act does not depend upon our knowing that. 

We wonder it it can be proven that 3000 
were immersed that day. Certainly all of the 
murderers of Jesus who accepted him as 
Lord were baptized, "and the aame day there 
were added unto them about 3000 souls." 
Dut might not some at these have already 
been baptized by John the ImmerseI', In his 
preparation at material for the coming King
dom! In either case It remains that all must 
"Repent and be bapUzed." There's plenty at 
time to baptize all who obey now). 

BECOMING A CHRISTIAN 
BY N. COOPER, BELFAST, NORTH IRELAND 

"Ahno.t thou. persuade.t nte to be a Ohris· 
ti""" (Acta 26: 28), 

Thll statement Indicates that a man does 
not become a Christian by nature, but that 
he Is persuaded to do so. It Is apparent that 
certain things are reQuired tn the process, 
and unUl these are accomplished one is not 
yet In that state or condition, where he Is 
said to be a Christian. 

Men tell us that only one thing Is neces· 
sary-faith! But the Bible Insists that more 
tban a mere statement ot faith 18 reQuired. 
Let ua look at some ot the examples In It. 
with a view to becoming a Christian In Just 

the way the Lord has stipulated. The first 
case I mention Is found In Acts 2: 37,38 and 
pertains to the people on Pentecost. How 
were they saved! Certainly they must have 
believed, or they would not have been led to 
cry out and ask what they must do. But 
stili they were not saved, or else there would 
have been nothing left to do. They were 
yet In their sins. "Then Peter said unto 
them, Repent and be baptized, everyone at 
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the re
mission of sins, and ye shall receive the gltt 
at the Holy Spirit." 

What does the word "remlsalon" mean! 

It meana the taking away, or the casting ott 
of their sins. Now to achieve tbls result, 
they had to do certain tblngs. If they re
fused to do them, the result would not tal
low. These things were commands of our 
Lord. The record saYs that they who gladly 
received his word were baptized. Have you 
been bal)Uzed? It not, can you say that you 
have gladly received the Word at Christ! 

Do you make light ot baptism? Do you 
say that those who are baptized are no better 
than betore! Read with mo Romans 6: -4,6: 
"Know ye not that 80 many at us as were 
bapUzed Into Jesus Christ, were baptLzed 
Into his death! Therefore we are burled 
wUb him by bapUsm into death, that like as 
Christ was raised up trom the dead by the 
glory at the Father, even. 10 we alIa ihould. 
walk in newne .. 01 Ute. 

Read how Paul was saved (Acta 22: 16); 
the Ethiopian eunuch (Acta 8: 38); Cor
nelius and company (Acta 10: n, -48); Lydia 
(Acts 16: 16) and many others. Thls Is 
God's way. It Is the safe way. Follow It out 
and salvation from aln will be yours. 

NEW CASTLE MEETING 
The meeting house at New Castle, In

diana, was packed to capacity at all ser
vices on July -4 . The huge audience gathered 
tor prayer at 7 a. m., and In the 80lemnlty 
of the occasion, began the day with peUUons 
to tbe Throne at grace voiced from many 
hearts. After breakfast served at the church 
building, the morning service began at 9:30, 
with tour speakers presenting talks relatlve 
to the responsibilities of elders, evangelists, 
deacons and members In general. In the 
afternoon a three-hour session was devoted 
to a panel discussion ot the morning mes
sages. The talks at night pertained to the 
Lord's Supper, Contribution. and Prayers ot 
the churcb. Many states were represented 
trom Calitornia to Pennsylvania. The total 
attendance at the tour days reached more 
than 3000. 

On Lord's Day, July I, an all day meeting 
was held, with a number at speakers par· 
ticipatlng In the afternoon. At night. two 
brethren tram Canada. Adam Bruce and 
William Horrocks, were featured speakers. 
The elders and congregation at New castle 
are deserving ot the very highest commenda
tion for the wondertul manner In which they 
had worked out all details at the meetings. 

STUDY OF NEHEMIAH 
It Is the firm conviction of the editor that 

the church needs to know the Word of the 
Lord. To do 80, we musl study that Word. 
And In order to encourage auch study we 
will begin In our next Issue an analysis or 
the book written by Nehemiah. As prepara· 
tion for this Berles at studies we do most 
earnestly request that all who Jove the 
blessed Book, start now to study the entire 
account at the return tram captiVity as 
given by Nehemiah. Encourage otheJ'B to 
do the same. 

" 
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Romans 12: 11 
The first phrase or this verse Is the part 

to be considered In this arUcle. One may 
freQ.uenUy hear 8uch n speech as the toll ow-

• ing: "The Lord Is tn-
terested In all ot our af· 
fairs and realizes that 
Bueecas r e qui r e 8 the 
pro per atlenllon to 
them. Even In our tern
porsl matters we are 
exhorted to be 'not 
slothful In buslneaa.''' 
Then wl1l tollow some 
comments about a mer
cbant or farmer or fac
tory owner who railed 

"II .•.. ~i;' 
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In "bualne88" because he was slothful. Such 
comment.8 may be true and contain good ad
vice. but that la not tbe meaning of the word 
Paul 18 ualng. 

The word "business" as a commercial or 
secular term In contrast with spiritual mat· 
lers, Is not once used In the New Testament. 
It Is supposed to be used In that sense as a 
contrasting term when a chUrch announces 
a "business meeting" tor a certain night. 
Then perhaps most ot the time will be taken 

ASSISTANCE NEEDED 
The little group of disciples at Wakenda, 

Missouri, need your help In erecting a meet
Ing house which will adequately serve their 
needs. They are faithful and earnest In 
their labors. and they are set tor the de
tence ot the gospel. Will you prayerfully 
consider this appeal for aid, and It possible 
send a contribution to Marvin Mayden. 
Wakenda, Missouri. No small group In the 
past has been more ready and w11llng to 
he1p others. and now the brotherhood can 
reciprocate and sbow them that their talth 
has not been misplaced. 

RUE PORTER DEAD 
It Is with a teellng ot sorrow that we have 

learned ot the death ot Rue Porter, Neosho. 
MI88ourl. A number ot years ago, a group 
ot brethren as a protest agaJnst the tact that 
the church In Ozark, Missouri, did not be
lieve that It is right to set up separate Insti
tutions to teach the Word ot the Lord, lett 
the place where they bad been worshipping 
and started another congregation. Bro. Por
ter was called to hold a meeting for them, 
and 1 had been scheduled to hold one at tbe 
other place betore tbe rUt came. A public 
dlscuBBlon was eventually arranged on the 
divisive Issues, and the two ot us were se-

up discussing plans lor a protracted meet
Ing, or a program for the Lord's day ser
vices, or olber matters of a spiritual cbar
acter. It It Is really a business meeting In 
the sense attributed to the word In our 
heading text, It will be taken up with such 
subjects as palnUng the meeting house or 
renewing fire insurance on It, etc. Such 
matters are actually those of business In the 
sense erroneously attached to the word in 
the beading, 

The word here Is trom 8POUDE, and Thay
er's definition Is, "earnestness, diligence," 
without any special application to things 
commercial. The context shows the Idea Is 
for ChrlsUans to be active In their protes
slon. We may be sure Paul would not inter
rupt an Important chapter on reUgious ' 
duties with advice for a merchant not to 
be late In opening up his store on Monday 
morning. But he does mean tor disciples to 
be prompt In coming to the servIces. Or 
congregations not to delay the exercise of 
discipline against unfaltbful members. Or 
an ottendlng member not to be carele88 In 
making it right with the ottended party. 
Be punctual In all religious activities. 

lected to present the varied and confilcting 
concepts. I have ever been an admirer ot 
Bro. Porler, and no animosity was engen. 
dered toward him In my heart. I am sure 
that he was very sincere In his position. 
The last time I saw him tn Saint Louis I 
Invited him to come to my borne for a meal 
and a visit. T regret that he has been re
moved by death, coming as the result ot a 
heart aUack, and I extend my very slncere 
sympatby to those who mourn the passing 
ot this one whom J counted as a friend. 

(OonUnued frlnn paye 3) 

turns a beautltul green, and the trees show 
theIr resplendent glories. Yet with all this 
new Ute, the more precious dust beneath the 
earth does not stir. OUT loved ones sleep on. 
Indeed, this earth has no cure for the sorrow 
and anguleh telt by those who have been 
parted trom loved ones by death. 

As far back as history can trace, there bas 
been a universal denial that death ends It 
all. Every tribe and every nation In every 
age and under every condiUon has held the 
beliet and hope ot some sort of lite beyond 
tbe grave. Tbe early American Indian with 
his "happy hunting ground," the ancient 
Egyptian with his mummified carcass clutch
Ing the book 'ot the dead, the early Greek who 
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was burled with a coin In bls mouth to pay 
his way acr088 the river ot death-all looked 
forward to Immortality. 

When David, the first God-appolnted king 
ot Israel, transgressed God's law, he was 
punished. In 2 Sam. 12 the record tells how 
he caused Uriah to be killed in order to have 
Uriah's wlte tor hlmse1t. This was not ac
cording to the will ot God, and David re
pented, but be had to bear the punishment 
ot sin. We see that the child born ot Urlab's 
wlte to David was called to leave this old 
earth. David, however, bad the hope ot life 
beyond the grave planted within bis breast. 
and he realized that although God would Dot 
restore again unto him the child. he, David, 
had It within bls power to go to be with his 
son. "But now he is dead wherefore should 
I tast! can I bring him back again? I shall 
go to him, but he shall not return to me" 
(2 Sam, 12: 23). CerWnly David, a man 
who was striving to do God's will at all 
times, realized that if he was truly repentant 
and would obey his Father In heaven he 
could look forward to the day when he would 
be Joined together with his loved ones and 
his tather In heaven. 

Yes, there Is a day coming when Jesus 
sbalt come again. A day when "all that are 
In the graves shall hear his voice, and shall 
come torth; tbey tbat have done good unto 
the resurrecUon of lite; and they that bave 
done evil unto the resurrection ot damna
tion" (John 5: 28, 29). Let us resolve to live 
tor Jesus here below in order that we might 
meet our loved ones and our Saviour In that 
mansion in the sky. 

NEW TESTAMENT 
COMMENTARY 

E. M. Zerr Is conUnulng his work on tbe 
first volume ot the New Testament Com
mentary, and now announces that the ftrst 
volume will contain all of the notes and 
comments on Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, 
Acts and Romans. Many ot the great BUb

jects will be covered thoroughly and in d~ 
tall In thIs first volume, which will sell for 
$4. Advance orders nre being taken, and 
unW date of publication, you may obtain 3 
copies tor $10. Here Is your chance to make 
tbls book available to cblldren and trlends 
at a great reduction. Send all orders to 
MISs roN MESSENGER, 7505 Trenton Avenue, 
S1. Louis 14, ~lIasourl. Please state It you 
are sending a new order, or paying tor 
books already reserved. 

OUTLINE STUDIES 
Roy Loney bas bad a second edition ot hie 

booklet, "Suggested Outlines tor Scriptural 
Study" Imprinted. and these may now be 
secured at 25c per copy, or $2.50 per dozen 
copies. This booklet Is neat, attractive and 
helptul to all who desire to make public 
talks, or to teach the way ot lite. Send tor 
yours Immediately, addre88lng your order to 
Roy Loney, Wellsv1l1e, Kansas. 
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OUR FINANCIAL OBLIGATION 
BY A. c. W AHREN 

The knowledge that a great many brethren 
point an accusing finger at any evangelist 
who dares to mention financial matters bas 
caused me to be Umid on this matter an of 
my lite as a preacher. I tear my teaching 
relative to It has been so seldom and 80 
weak as to constitute neglect. Knowing that 
it Is a part of the gospel aod that to be pure 
from the blood of all meo, I mllst not shun 
to declare all tbe counsel ot God (Acts 20: 
26, 27) I In lend lo exvress myselr boldly. 

The natural starting place Is the quesUon 
asked by God (Malachi 3: 8). "Will a man 
rob God?" In these days ot great material 
blessings, prosperity aod spiritual dearth I 
deem that a pertinent Question and oDe that 
each of U8 should ask himself in nll serious
ness, then be moved by an honest answer to 
a position at justice and equity on the mat
ter. When those Israelites asked the ques
tion I'Whereln have we robbed thee?" the 
answer was "In tithes and otrerings." Then 
they were warned that they were cursed 
with a curse. 

Ot course we Christians are not bound 
under tithing, but we are bound to make 
ofterlngs, Including financial otrerlogs (1 
Cor. 16: 1, 2; Jas. 1: 27). The principal 
trouble with both individuals and congre
gations seems to be that although they may 
have by them sufficient to give and help out 
In the Lord's Cause, they tear to let loose 
of it, oat knowing for sure that more Is 
torthcomlng. Perhaps this fear Is the most 
disgusting thing imaginable to our bountiful 
Father In heaven. To the tight-fisted Israel
ites he said, "Bring all the tithes Into the 
storehouse, that there may be meat tn mine 
house, and prove me therewtth, saltb the 
Lord at hosts, if I will not open the windows 
ot heaven and pour out a blessing, that there 
sha11 not he room enough to receive it" (Mal. 
3: 10). To the Corinthians, Paul said, "And 
Ood Is able to make all grace abound toward 
you; that ye always having all sumciency 
In all things, may abound to every good 
work" (2 Cor. 9: 8). In the tace at such 
promises from our God who haa proven hlm
selt in the past by giving us tar beyond what 
we deserve, to withhold that which should 
be invested in Lhe Lord's Cause tor tear it 
will not be replaced, Is nothing short of 
faithlessness, and "without ralth It Is im
possible to please Him." Remember, it is 
not possessing riches that bars us tram 
heaven, but it Is trusting In riches (Mark 
10: 23, 24)' instead of trusting In God, the 
great and benevolent One who has given us 
aU we now possess. 

Since the lively stones built into the 
temple of God have both a body and spirit, 
there is need of finance tor the upkeep of 
both the material and SPiritual sides of this 
holy temple. Thus we find Paul Interested in 
a collection tOT the poor saints at Jerusalem 

and a. general demand tor sustenance at the 
tatherless and widows. And on the spiritual 
side, souls cannot be saved without laborers 
In the vineyard. Thus we bear this from 
PaUl, 'lIt we have sown unto you spiritual 
Lhlngs, Is it a great thing it we shall reap 
your carna,l things?" (1 Cor. 9: 11). Paul 
also in advocating support for elders who 
rule well, and who Jabor In word and doc
trine, says, "The laborer Is worthy at his 
reward" (1 Tim. 5: 17,18). 

Paul calls attention to the tact that lhey 
which wait at the altar are partakers wilh ~ 

the altar, then says, "Even so bath the Lord 
ordained that they which preach the gospel 
shall Jive ot the gospel (1 Cor. 9: 13, 14). 
The individual Christian who has the means 
to belp the needy and knowingly allows the 
fatherless and widows to sufter Is a robber 
just as much as the man who takes plunder 
at the point of a gun. We were created for 
God's glory (Isaiah 43: 7). The Lord is a 
reliever at the tatherless and widow (Psalm 
146: 9). How then can we claim to be His 
followers it we fall to accomplish His holy 
purpose on this earth? We rob Him of His 
glory. 

The individual who withholds his offering 
from the Lord's treasury Is a robber ot God 
just as much as those Jews whG robbed Him 
in tithes and ofteriogs. It the Lord has or
dained that those who preach the gospel 
shall live ot Lhe gospel, and it that kind of 
laborer is worthy of Bis reward, then that 
congregaUon which employs a preacher to 
labor in evangelistic work, and refuses to 
support him Is robbing God. They are hin
dering tbe man in seeking and saving that 
wblch is lost. Many a taltbtul preacher bas 
been torced to ahandon the field because he 
could not support himselt and tamlly on 
what he received. Now since God is able to 
make all grace abound toward us, that we 
always having all sufficiency in all things, 
may abound to every good work, I contend 
that the tact that any able preacher bas to 
leave the gospel field to support hlmselt and 
family shows that there is something wrong 
with us. 'Ve are too taithless to let go at 
what we have on hand and to trust God tor 
our tuture abundance. 

'Ve bave conceived false Ideas about a 
preacher's support, discouraging to the man 
In the field. 'Ve get the idea that we have 
a right to sit In judgment as to how much 
we may withhold from him, because at his 
financial circumstances, instead at remu
nerating him tully tor service rendered. 1t 
Isn't our business how much the preache!" 
has If tbe laborer is worthy at his reward. 
It we are able to give blm tull reward for 
service rendered, it is our duLy to give bim 
just and tult remuneration regardless of his 
financial sLanding. It he hoards it and does 
not pass it on, or misuses it, that is his re-

sponsiblHty, just as any other member Is 
responsible for hie use at God-given pros
perity. Many times, we who have all modern 
conveniences In our home, who are liberal 
in giving OUr children spending money, and 
show a general tendency toward extrava
gance, lift our voices in holy horror it a 
preaching brother takes the same privileges. 
We seem to think we've a right to dictate 
to him how to spend his money. But it he is 
worlhy ot bis reward, when we pass that 
remuneration to him, it belongs to him as 
much as our money belongs to us tram our 
occupation. 

It a preacher makes an investment, or 
puts in extra long and weary hours. by tak
ing part time secular work in order that he 
may have some of the com torts at llte that 
oLher members enjoy, we feel at liberty if 
we can do so to find how much he makes on 
the side, and deduct that from his reward, 
even though he has done a good and com
plete job tor the Lord in spite at those secu
lar etrorts. ",Vill a man rob God?" It a 
brother thus used gets to thinking "0, what's 
the use?" and quits Lhe field, we have robbed 
God of a useful laborer. 

Many times we get the Idea. that because 
the preacher Is young and single, regardless 
of his labors tor Christ, we are at liberty to 
pinch him down to Just enough to eat and 
the tew clothes on his back. The laborer Is 
worU1Y at his reward. This young man may 
have a sweetheart whom he wants to make 
his wite. He will either have to pass up the 
God..ordatned privnege of starting a home 
and family, or quit the gospel field in order 
to reallze that privilege. 

Many other things could be said on this 
subject. but this Is enough tor one man at 
one time. Whether or not you agree with 
these sentiments, I teel that a load at re
sponslbtltty has been lilted tram my should
ers In saying them. I have no quarrel with 
any individual or congregation. I have ever 
been treated by my brethren better than I 
have deserved. III health limits my work. 
Therefore I must naturally be limited in the 
support I receive. -------

GET THESE BOOKS! 
Johnson's Peoples New Testament with 

notes, 2 volumes $5; Foster's story of the 
Bible $2.50; Crud en's Complete Concordance ' 
$3; Bible Dictionary $3; Milligan's Commen
tary on Hebrews $2.50; Lard's Commentary'· 
on Romans $2.50. Mall your orders tor these 
to MISSION MESSENGER, 7505 Trenton Avenue, 
Saint Louis 14, MissourI. 

ARIZONA WORK 
Vern Atwell reports the church at Cla.y

pool, Arizona. are now in their new meeting 
house, and things look brighter thaD ever 
for the church. Two more have been im
mersed recently. Wilbur Storm Is aSSisting 
the congregation. 



The Voice of Bob White 
BY W. CARL KETCHERSIDE 

In an article enUUed "God Is Everywhere" 
appearing In "The New Age," the writer, 
R. H. "Bob" \Vhlte, haa this to say: "Since 
time immemorial error within the Church 
bas occurred. causing many splits within tbe 
original church, LlIe final analysis of which 
Is denominationalism, which Is probably a 

.~ood tblng tor the Cbrislian, giving him the 
opportunity to approach the Christian faith 
the way be sees tt, just 80 long ns be prac
Uces it In a manner befllting the teachings 
or Christ. The result will Inevitably be the 
same regardless of the route taken." 

This is a good sample ot tbe mixed up 
thinking and muddled reasoning of the pres
ent day, Denominationalism Is condemned 
by Jesus Christ and tbe holy apostles. It 
will not enable anyone to practice In a man· 
ner befitting the teachings of Christ. Jesus 
prayed that aU who beHeve on him might be 
one (John 17: 21). Paul pleaded for an un
divided church, and asked the pertinent 
Question, "Is Cbrlst divided 1" (1 Cor. ) : 
10, 11). He Instructed us to keep the unity 
ot the Spirit In the bond of ponee (Eph. 
4: 3) and provided that there be no schism 
In the body (1 Cor. 12: 25). Denominational· 
Ism Is not a good thing tor the Christian or 
anyone else. It Is the most tragic sin ot 
t he -new age. 

We are not to approach the ChrlsUo.n faith 
the way we see It, but the way God reveals 
it. His thoughts and ways are not ours. 
(188. 66: 8). There Is one faith (Eph. 4: 6) 
and It must be contended tor earnestly (Jude 
3). The only acceptable approach to It Is 
an acceptance at It, without Quibbling or re
luctance. We cannot change the Bible to 
sutt our Uves, we must change our Jives to 
sutt the Bible! No one can practice error In 
a manner befitting the teachings at Christ! 
Even the word "teachings" Is misleading. 
When the term doctrines Is used In the 
plural, It always applies to talse teaching; 
with regard to the revelation at God, It Is 
always In the singular. 

The assumption that there are many 
routes to heaven Is born at the wistful think
ing of flnlte men. Jesus said "I am the way 
... no man cometh unto the Father but by 
me" (Jobn U: 6) . He said "I am the door. 
By me It any man enter in ... " (John 10: 
9). He trusts In vain, who puts his hODe In 
the thought that he can walk as he pleases 
and still reach heaven. There Is only one 
way to the glory world. Walk ye In It! 

DES MOINES MEETING 
Marilyn Turnquist reports that the young 

people's meeting held at Des Moines (Iowa) 
June 24, was well attended with 207 present 
at the morning service. Harold Shasteen 
was in charge. Mary Alice Suddeth was 
married to Harold Fillman, June 9, In Des 
Moines. 

MISSION MESSENGER 

CALIFORNIA WORK 
Robert Brumback has done extensive work 

In California, including a series of studies 
at West Riverside on "The ChUrch Through 
the Ages"; a meeting at Compton, June 4-15; 
followed by a meeting at Stockton, June 17-
July 1. He was assisted tn a part of this 
work by Lawrence Swearingin, of Kansas 
City. 

REQUESTED PUBLICATION 
Sp,..ill,O/ield, Mi8.fOKri. For the Information 

of the brotherhood, we wish to announce 
that the church here no longer endorses 
Carl Isham as a faithful preacher of the 
gospel. He has separated himself from the 
church, so that we have been forced to 
withdraw fellowship from him. Edward 
Bltttram" Garner Copley, George L. Ruhl, 
Elders. 

SIXTEEN SUBS 
Talmage Weekley, Lamine, Missouri, who 

has been a faithful assistant In the work, 
sent 16 subscriptions at one time this month. 
Bob Duncan and Loren McCord combined to 
send 5, and we are Indebted to Harry Powe1l 
tor generous assistance In helping to mall 
the papers abroad. Thanks to all who aid 
in every way! 
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ARKANSAS MEETING 
Large audiences attended the series of 

meetings conducted by the editor at Beech 
Grove, Arkansas, with special interest shown 
In the last three talks on the topics: "Quali· 
fications for Scriptural Elders," "Caring for 
Fatherless and Widows," and "The One-Man 
alaried Pastor." The boycott attempted by 

certain preachers a year ago was completely 
broken and representatives were present 
tram many congregations tn the area. Ar
rangements were made for a discussion of 
the Issues dividing the churches, and we 
shall write about it In detail In our next 
issue. Darrell Bolin labored with me effec· 
tively In the meeting, speaking both at 
Beech Grove and Evening Star. 

WIDE MARGIN BIBLES 
We have been able to Import 24. Oxford 

'Vide Margin Bibles, trom Great Britain, 
which are now ready for distribution. These 
books are all bound In the very best grade 
of leather, and are also leather·lined. The 
pages have extra wide margins, for writing 
of notes In India Ink, and there are blank 
pages In front and back tor additional note8. 
The cost is $25 each, and those who want 
one may obtain it by sending check tor that 
amount. This book will make an extra
special gift for an earnest student of the 
Bible. The books will be sent on a first 
come-first served basis, so please noUfy us 
at once it you want one. 
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SAINT LOUIS STUDY 
The six weeks Bible Study at Saint Louis, 

wi1l begin On November 6 and close on De
cember 14 this year. Sessions will be held 
dally except Saturday and Sunday starting 
at 9 a. m., with several night cl88ses held 
each week In addltlon. There Is no charge 
or tuition, except for room and board in the 
city. The studies are open to all who wish 
to avan themselves of this opportunity to 
know more about the Bible. Resenations 
for rooms should be made at once. Write to: 
The DeMons, Church of Christ, 7121 Man· 
chester Avenue, Saint Louis, Missouri. 

HAYS MEETING 
Roy Lonely advises that the date of the 

Hays (Kansas) tent meeting haa been ad· 
vanced to September 1. He will go there one 
week In advance and do publicity work. 

WARREN REPORTS 
Seven were Immersed, and four placed 

membership at Flat Rock, near Summers
ville, MissourI. Sylvan Stoops and Charles 
Robinson were ordained as elders, Alec 
Schwelghauser and Gloster Tuttle 88 dea
cons. Our next meeting at Summersv1lle 
wlll close July 29. .4. O. lVarre".. 

RICHARD KERR 
Richerd Kerr reports that he has moved 

to Brookport, Illinois, where he Is now man
aging a hardware and appliance store. He 
spoke at Reedley, CaUt., June 3; Albuquer
que, N. Mex., June 17; and Brookport, Ill., 
June 2., Richard also gave the baccalau
reate address at the local high school on 
May 27. 

MOUNT VIEW MEETING 
J. M. Lamb, elder at Mount View, near 

Iberia (Mo.) commends very highly the 
work at James Mabery and Bob Marshall, tn 
a two weeks series of services culminating 
tn early June. Two placed membership and 
1 was restored during these meetings. 

THANKS FROM IOWA 
Ivan Dennis sends thanks of the chUrch 

at Mt. Ayr, Iowa, to those who have 88slsted 
in starting the work there. He mentions the 
tollowlng gttts: LUlisn Avenue Church (Sl 
Louis), $60; carrollton (Mo.) Church. $60; 
Manchester Avenue Church (St. Louis), $26. 
\VlIliam Hensley conducted the first meeting 
which has just concluded. Services were 
held 2% miles west of Mt. Ayr on Highway 2. 

Arrangements have been made for the 
editor to assist the church at Farmington, 
Mo. It you know of persons In that Vicinity 
who may be interested, write U8. 
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II 
'THIS and 'THA'T from HERE 

OUR THANKS 
We sincerely thank our dnughter, Sharon 

Sue, for ber excellent editing at' the MISSBION 

ME8StNOfll during our five months absence 
In Europe. At the age ot 19, she Is a labor~ 
tory technician. and has a great responsl· 
blllty In the service she renders In the lab
oratory ot two Sl. Louis physicians. She 
Mcrlftced n lot to keep the paper going. We 
thank Helen watts. my slster-In·Jaw, tor tbe 
constant help she gave, aod also all of the 
brothers and sisters In Saint Louts who 80 
freely gave of their time and ettorta. May 
God bless them all. 

SONGS FOR CHILDREN 
Do you need songs aod exercises tor the 

IIlUe children whom you teach the Word 
of Lite? You may obtain a number of these 
without obligation. TIley bave been written 
and compiled by Mrs. Cecil Garrison. and 
selected and mimeographed by RoY HarriS. 
You may obtaIn your copy by addresaing a 
reQuest to Sister Garrison. at Mackeyville, 
Pennsylvania. 1t will be appreciated it you 
will Include stamps to help In tbe mamng. 
Please send at once! 

KANSAS CITY STUDY 
The annual vacation Bible Study at 69th 

and Kenwood. Kansas City (Mo.) conducted 
by Bernell Weems. bas attracted good In· 
terest. with students oresent trom several 
states. The latter part ot the Ume wu de. 
voted also to g08pel meetings each night. 
We are thanktul for this event which means 
much to the churches. 

ARKANSAS MEETING 
Fred Killebrew concluded a series ot meet

Ings at Ring, Arkansn.s. nenr Ravenden. and 
reoom 2 Immersed and 1 restored by ac· 
knowledgrnent ot wrongs. He was assisted 
in the work by F. R. Bat1ey. Jr. Bro. Kt1l~ 
brew bas scheduled addiUonal work with 
some other Arkansas congregations tor this 
summer. He reports 4. baptized recently at 
Senath. Mlasouri. We give thanks to God 
for these things. 

NEW MEXICO 
AlbuqlLeYque. The church here presses tor

ward and we are trying to make a nrm 
stand tor the truth. We are greatly en
couraged by tlle work of Wilford Landes. as 
well 81 by the R.8slstance of Bernell Weems 
In a meeUng conducted In May. Richard 
Kerr was with us June 10. We Invite all 
faithful disciples to worship with us at our 
meeting place. 106 N. Rio Grande Blvd .. and 
those who know of other disciples living In 

this region are urged to send names and 
addresses to Herman Gower, 1368 Tapia 
Road, Albuquerque, New Mexico. We thank 
the church at Farmington for help In our 
laoors. 

LEAD BELT LABORS 
Bob Duncan and Loren McCord are con

cluding labors In the lead belt section or 
Missouri, with special meetings and vacrt.
tion studies at Bonne Terre and Frederick· 
town. The brethren report that Buddy 
Moyer of Fredericktown has been training 
with John Patrick during thts summer. 

CALIFORNIA WORK 
Lloyd Riggins Immersed a young man 

during the Vacation Bible Study which he 
conducted at Riverside, California. He next 
held a study or like type with the church 
at Oakland, and reports gratifying interest 
and attendance. At the time of his report 
he was en route to Klamath Falls, Oregon, 
and stated that he would be in meetings In 
the midwest starting In August at Bethl~ 
hem congregation, In Ray County. MissourI. 

OKLAHOMA MEETINGS 
Paul Ketcherside recently concluded suc? 

cessful meetings at Coweta, assisted by Bob 
Marshall. Jn the Nowata and Bartlesville 
meetings, six were Immersed and 1 re
stored. The congregation at Oktaha has an 
average of 60 In attendance now and are 
adding class rooms to their building. 

FREE TALK OUTLINES 
Roy Harris has completed the mimeo

graphing of an entirely new series or out
lines for short talks and public lessons. All 
who need this type or material to aid them 
In furthering the Cause of Christ, may ob
tain a set of the outlines without cost, by 
sending your name and address to Lawrence 
Swearingin, 137 South Oakley, Kansas City, 
MissourI. The group of ouUtnes sllould not 
be contused with tile ones otrered last year. 
This is an entirely new set of helps available 
to you. 

PENNSYLVANIA WORK 
L. J . Karkosky, Jr. reports 5 Immersed 

into Christ at Rosevi1le (Penn.) In the 
meeting conducted by Harold Shasteen. 
Three were baptized at Jacksonville. In the 
meeting conducted by William Hensley. Bro. 
Karkosky and family are moving to PRlnes
vllte. Ohio, where he will labor with the 
congregation in BOunding out the Word. He 
will continue to assist the churcb at Jack· 
BOnville, Pennaylvanla.. 

and 'THERE II 
LATE NEWS! 

Doy Rhoton Immersed one at Canalou 
(Mo.) July 29 .. . . Fred KlUebrew Bpoke at 
Beecb Grove (Ark.) on AUguBt 6 .•.. Darren 
Bolln Bpoke at Bloomfield (Mo.) on tbe 
afternoon of July 29, and at Flat River (Mo.) 
the same night. .. _ R. H. Brumback wiJI be 
In a meeting at Antioch (near Bethany. Mo.) 
Aug. 5-19 .... A. ,V. Harvey reports a man 
and wife from the Christian Cliurch recently 
took their stand with the brethren at Bloom
Ington ([nd.) .... One W88 Immersed. at the 
meeting In Tunbrtdge Wells (England) In 
the meeting with WIlliam Hendren. . . . 
Elmer H. Sherman wilt give a series or talks 
at Jacksonvme (Penn.) Oct. 7-14 ...• Roy 
Loney spoke at Gardner (Kana.) July 29, 
having preacbed at Dentonla, the Lord's 
Day I)revious. _ .. A. C. Warren and family 
are returning to Farmington (N. 1\Iex.) after 
a brief sojourn In southern Mla80url. .. _ 
Tliomas Dennis reports the Mount Ayr 
(Iowa) meeting a grand succeu .... One 
was Immersed at Dewebury (England) r~ 

cently and others are showing excellent in
terest. . _ . Bessie McCla1lin scnds a clipping 
from the Vincennes (Jnd.) 8u7VOommercial 
to the elrect that the Montgomery county 
welfare board decided to close the 67-year.ald 
county children's home. It has been caring 
for 8 children at a cost or $100 a month each, 
and round they could be maintained In pri
vate homes at a cost or $-40 each_ Bessie 
pens the note: "The cblldren of this world 
are wiser In their generation than the cbB
dren of l1ghL" .. _ Our good brother. Charles 
Boyd, at Ozark (Mo.) has retired as county 
school superintendent after more than 25 
years at the post. Previous to that time he 
served as prosecuting attorney. and made a 
record In bls opposition to liquor law viola
tors. The officials or the county gave him a 
great send-olr. He la an elder at Ozark .... 
Hershel Ottwell reporLA Interesting work at 
'Voodburn (l1l.) where a group of 30 re
cently lett the Congregational church, and 
invited teaching In the Word of the Lord. 
Hartlord brethren have been laboring with ,. 
them for aeveral months .... The editor will 
conduct meetings this tall at Independence 
and Nlxa (Mo.) as well 88 with the rural 
church at Eureka (near Meadville, Mo.). 

HENSLEY SCHEDULE 
The following places will have me;etlngs 

conducted by 'V1I1lam Hensley on the dateIJ 
given: Fairbury. Nebraska (Aug. 5-19); 
Richmond, Missouri (Aug. 27- Sept. 16); 
Warrensburg, MI880url (Sept. 17-30); Jberia, 
~I1B80url (Oct. 1-14); Shelbyville, J11lnol. 
(Oct. 28-Nov. 18); Alanthus Grove. MIs-
80url (Dee. 2-16). 


