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THE BADGE OF A DISCIPLE 
By ROY LONEY 

"By this sball all meD know that ye are 
my disciples, It ye have love one to another" 
(John 13: 36). 

The county sberitt' has 
his slar. The city po
liceman wears bis dis· 
tinctlve uniform with a 
badge. These afe the 
marks which Identity 
them and establish their 
offiCial character. No 
soldier during the term 
ot b 18 en IIstmen t Is per
mitted to wear anything 
except the unitorm Is
sued by Ibe army In 

which he Is eollsted. That uniform estab
lishes his Identity. The Lord has an army, 
and all who are enlisted in It have a dis
tinctive uniform and a badge of Identifica
tIon. That badge Is the beautiful attribute 
of love! It can be seen on the darkest night 
and in the densest tog. It must accompany 
the soldier everywhere. Surely such a badge 
properly worn and kelJt untarnished, places 
all who weat It In a class by themselves. 

Tbis does not mean that love is round 
only among Christians. In a measure it Is 
round among all races or mankind, from pole 
to pole, rrom ocean to ocean, among the 
crudest heathen and the most highly civi
lized nations. But the kind at love which 
Jesus requires or his soldiers Is above and 
beyond that whlcb Is so commonpla.ce among 
the peoples or the world. In the verse IJre
ceding our text, Jesus said he was giving 
a "new commandment" unto his disciples, 
and this new commandment was the com
mand to love-not as the world loves but "as 
I have loved you, that ye love one another." 
He was soon to set the pattern as to the 
degree of love which the disciples must 
manlrest toward each other. He was to give 
a new meaning to love by demonstrating a 
higher degree of it than the world had 
ever known. 

Jesus declared, "Greater love bath no man 
than this, that a man Jay down his lite ror 
his friends." But his love was to exceed 
that. He laid down his nre, not merely ror 
triends but ror his bltterest enemies as well. 
"For wben we were without strength, in 
due time Cbrlst died tor the ungodly. For 
scarcely for a righteous man wtll one die; 
yet peradventure ror a good man some would 
even dare to die; but God commendeth his 
love toward UB, in that while we were yet 

sinners, Christ died for us" (Rom. 5: 6-8). 
Christ dying, the just ror the unjust, was 
the great demonstration or the fullness or 
the new commandment. It was that com
mandment put jnto practice and made under
standable and beautiful beyond expression. 
No wonder that Jobn exclaimed, "Behold 
what manner of love the Father hath be
stowed upon us that we might be called the 
sons of God" (1 John 3: 1). 

Paul exhorts us to be "rooted and grounded 
in Jove" that we might be able with all the 
saints to comprehend "what is the breadth 
and length and depth and height, and to 
know the love or Christ which passeth aU 
knowledge" (Eph. 3: 18). God'. love Is un· 
fathomable and Immeasurable, but remember 
Jesus said we are to love each other as he 
loved us. It Is love that draws men to 
Jesus. "And I, it I be HUed up from the 
earth will draw all men unto me." Love Is 
that magnetic power In the gospel which 
pulls toward the higher life, ror In that 
gosDel we le.."\rn of the deep love God has 
ror us, then "we love him because he first 
loved us" (1 John 4: 11). 

Ponder over this thought! We cannot love 
God and Christ while showing ill-will and 
blttemess toward his cblldren, for "he that 
loveth not, knoweth not God, ror God is 
love." No wonder Paul declared that love 
was the greatest thing In the world (1 Cor. 
13: 13). It is the supreme force for good 
and without it there can be no peace in the 
ramlly, the community 110r among the na
lions. Love Is not only the greatest need or 
the world. It Is also the greatest need or 
the church! How slow we are to learn this 
baSic truth! 

"Pertect love casteth out rear." It will 
also cast out malice and hatred. How can 
the professed children or an atl-Ioving Father 
show such evil attributes at the same time 
they claim to be born or God? The apostle 
says "Everyone that loveth Is born or God!" 
It we are God's chlJdren we were not born 
of contention and strife. Children of God 
must hate sin! But they must love the 
sinner, ror we who are born or God are re
quired to "love one another with a pure 
heart rervently." 

The love and alfection we show ror others 
Is the evidence or OUr re-blrth. That evi
dence Is not demonstrated by our ability to 
smite a brother "hip and thigh" but by 
being a blessing to bim In helpIng him on 
to a closer walk with Gad. It a brother 
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stumbles and taIls, wl11 love lead us to throw 
more mud on him? Will it not rather cause 
Us to reach him a helping hand or encourage
ment to enable him to walk worthy at the 
vocation wherewith We are called? Love 
does not rejoice In iniqUity (1 Cor. 13: G). 
therefore we will not seek to broadcast a 
brother's mistakes to the rour winds ot 
heaven, but rather seek, in all kindness and 
love, to have all those mistakes covered witb 
the blood at the Lamb, wherein is rull 
cJ.eansing and torgiveness. Let us not rorget 
that "Love covereth a multitude of sins" 
(1 Peter 4: 8). 

In the early days or Christianity, when 
the children or God were being persecuted 
unto death, the Romans left their blood
spattered arena exclaiming, "Behold how 
these Christians love one another!" But 
now, hawk·eyed reporters slink around to 
catch the latest news or congregational dim
culUes, to make capital thereof. Brethren, 
were we born amid the shriek and roar of 
powder? Did we cut our teeth on bayonets! 
Our present condition seems to indicate 
such? Shall we always be so belltgerent In 
opposing false doctrines that we have no 
time to develop the beauUful grace at Chris
Uan love? Fighting evtl Is essential, but all 
oppositIon to such must be "In meekness, 
Jnstructing those that oppose themselves, it 
peradventure God will give them repentance 
to the acknowledging or the truth." Paul 
ever fought evll. but his tender, persuasive 
voice was always wooing men back to Ood. 
Is the sword the only weapon we can use 
to probe tbe problems or fellowship? Can 
we not utilize the "balm or Gilead" tor a 
change? Is it not time to translate Into 
reality those beauUful words we sometimes 
sing: "Blest be the tie that binds our bearts 
in Christian love. The fellowship of kJndred 
minds is like to that above!" 

It I were a musician, which I am not, I'm 
certain I would not think It necessary to 
beat people over the bead with a violin to 
make them understand the beauty or music. 
Nor will I ever make people appreciate the 
beauty or God's love by continually berating 
them ror their shortcomings. I can bless 
them tar more and bring happiness to my
selr "by showing them "a more excellent 
way -the way or love, purity and peace I 
"Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, 
and clamor, and evfl·speaking be put away 
rrom you with all malice; and be ye kind 
one to another, tender-hearted, forgIvIng one 
another even aa God tor Christ's sake bath 
forgiven you." Keep the badge of disciple
ship ever berore the world. 
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OUR MOST TRAGIC FAILURE 
By W. CARL KETCHERSIDE 

The greatest need ot every local congre
gation is a qualified leadership of conse
crated men whose first love 1s the church! 

Just as no stream caD 
rise higher than its 
30Ul'Ce, so no church can 
rise above its leader
ship. It those who are 
charged with the re
sponslbtltty ot directing 
the attn!rs are aggres
sive In waging the war 
against sin, the church 
wl11 be on the alert and 
moving forward. It' the 
oversight is composed of 

men who al'e casual, unconcerned and in
clined to dritt along in the course of least 
resistance, the church as a whole will be 
inert and spirituall y lifeless. 

Many congregations are hampered and held 
back by unqualified men who were placed In 
offlce because the brethren were afraid of 
ottending them it they were not appointed. 
Commonsense would tell you that such men 
ought never to be placed in a position at 
aulhorlty. They are too little and selfish to 
be entrusted with the care ot the church at 
the living God. 'Ve may "araphrase a scrip' 
ture thus: "If a man know not how to rule 
hia own heart, how can he take care ot the 
church ot God?" A man who puts his per
sonal teeling ahead at the welfare at the 
flock can never be a taithful shepherd. 

It is a sad fact that there are men who 
will play pollUcs with the blood-purchased 
assembly of the Man of Calvary. Preachers 
who aloe ambitious for position and place 
will maneuver to have men placed in the 
eldel'ship who are nolhing but rubber stamps 
and pawns tor their unscrlptural designs. 
Such men, unable to see the faults in their 
human Idol, will P"osUtute the church to 
his gain, and throttle the brethren to exact 
toll tram them to promote buman pride. 
May God have mercy upon all such religious 
tyrants who suppose that gain Is godliness! 

Some congregatlons have men In the elder
ship who are so wrapped UI) In their own 
business dealings that the church Is purely 
secondary in their thinking. They live to 
make money and financial success. Their 
heads are 80 tull at plans tor enlarging their 
stores, that they cannot even concentrate 
upon a plan for enlarging the borders or 
Zion. They rob God ot time and invest it 
In their own schemes: they rob Him ot 
money to build up marhlnes tor earthly gain. 

Once more the scripture Is fulfilled which 
saltb: "Woe be to the shepherds of Israel 
that do teed tht'mselves: should not the shep
herd feed the flocks? Ye at the tat. and ye 
clothe you with the wool. ye kill them, that 
are ted: but ye feed not tile flock. The 
diseased have ye not strengthened, neither 
have ye bealed that which was sick, neither 

have ye bound up that which was broken, 
neither have ye brought again that which 
was driven away, neither have ye sought 
that which was lost; but with force and 
with cruelty have ye ruled them. And they 
were scattered because there was no shell
herd; and they became meat to all the beasts 
of the field, when they were scattered. My 
sheep wandered through all the mountains, 
and upon evel'Y high bill: yea my flock was 
scattered upon all the fnce of the earth, and 
none did search or seek atter Ulem" (Eze
kiel 34: 2·6). 

The church can nevel" grow nor thrive as 
it ought until we develop a competent elder
ship In every congregation of diSCiples. Titus 
was told to "ordain eiders in every city" 
(Titus 1: 5). Paul and Barnabas "ordained 
them elders in every church" (Acts 14: 23). 
We must search out potential material and 
spend time and etrort in perfecting it for 
the task of superintending. We have utilized 
much time in the training of preachers 
which could bave been devoted to the train
ing of scriptural pastors, a plurality ot 
which are to direct and teed every local 
church according to God's plan. What kind 
at men should be placed in the office at 
bishop? We cannot exhaust this subject in 
one brlet article, but we can offer a few 
suggestions tor the conSideration of the 
saints and talthful brethren. 

Men Who llave B een Taugl.t 
Bishops cannot be unlearned men in the 

scriptures! One of the prerequisites to the 
office is that they "hold fast the falthtul 
word" and that "as they have been taught." 
A new convert would not have bad the 
privilege of such teaching and of the experi
ence to accompany It, so no novice could 
be appointed (1 Tim. 3: 6). Who Is to do 
this teaching? 1t is true that every Christian 
can study tor himself and must do so. Every 
sheep has a. solemn obligation to come to 
the feed trough. There Is no way by which 
yOll can force the gospel down the throat 
at an unwilltng and recalcitrant member of 
the flock. Each man must study for himself! 

However, the expression "as he hath been 
taught" indicates that someone who was 
hhnselt Instructed conveyed the Information 
concerning the faithful word unto the pros
pective elder, and trained him in the use of 
It. Is this not the duty of evangelist? Titus 
was to "set In order 'the things that are 
wanting" (Titus 1: 5). This had to do with 
preparation of the church before the ap
pointment or elders. We have used the ex
preSSion "setting the church in order" to 
indicate the appointment ot elders and 
deacons, until we have come to think that 
the scriptures employ the phrase in that 
sense. But Titus was to "sUP1)ly the things 
that are lacking AND ordain elders In every 
city." The church had to be made ready for 

elders and elders had to be made ready for 
the church, before they could be appointed. 
This was lhe work of the evangelist. 

The elders are the feeders of the local 
Hock. There Is not one ounce of scriptural 
authority for a "located evangelist" in a 
congregation with bishops. No such office 
or omcer was recognized In New Testament 
times. 1'0 have a. man as a hireling who is 
"the minister" at the church is unscriptural 
and anll-scriptural. The evangelist is to 
wO"k himself out ot the local church and 
not into it! He must so teach that he will 
develop all ot the brethren until he is ex
pendable nnd not indispensable! It he con
veys all of the faithful word that he knows 
to the elders they will know as much as he 
does. and If they have ability to teach, they 
can do the work as well as he can. This 
releases him to "do the work of an evan· 
gelist" aud it also makes "full proof of his 
ministry" (2 Timothy 4: 5). Moreover, the 
evangelist is solemnly charged "And the 
things lhat thou hast heard at me ... the 
same commit thou to faithful men who shall 
be able to teach otllers also" (2 Timothy 
2: 2). Paul declared to the elders ot Epbesus 
"r have kept back nothing that was profit
able unto you, but have shewed you, and 
have taught you publicly, and from house 
10 house" (Acts 20: 20). This must be lhe 
course followed by every faithful gospel pro· 
claimer. That couJ"se develol)ed elders at 
Epheslls. It will develop them anywhere 
else too! 

Before you can teach a man he must be 
willing to be taught! God sends no man 
away empty except those who are full of 
themselves (Luke 1: 53). 1'he man who can 
learn the least is the man who thinks be 
knows everything. Such a man can never 
qualify for the task of ruling God's people, 
because arrogant assumption ot knowledge 
generally produces arrogant assumption of 
power. Unless a man Is big enough to be 
able to see his shortcomings he is too little 
to be In the eldersbip. SOllle rattle around 
In the office like a split pea in a gallon 
bucket. They can never fill it, but they make 
a lot of noise to COver up their shortcomings! 

[t is Impossible to tench something that 
you do not know. A farmer cannot throw 
down roddel' that he doesn't have, and it be 
conUnues to throw down chart the flock wtll 
eventually get wise to the fact that the stall 
is empty and they wtll cease to corne. U 
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elders nre to teach they must be taught; it 
they are to teed they must be fed! An 
ignorant church will be the result ot an 
ignorant eldership. And it Is too late tor a 
shepherd to rustle around aner supper on 
Saturday night to see It he can mix up a 
little mash tor the Lord's Day feeding! You 
may tool people once into biting Into a rock 
thinking thnt it is a blscutt, but you cannot 
keep them tooled. "It they nsk bread will 
you give them a stone?" 

Men WllO Can T each Dllters 
Not everyone who knows the word bas 

aptitude tor teaciling it to others. We can 
all convey something to someone etse in a 
degree. but it Is made clear that aptitude tor 
teaching Is a tatent or gift (Rom. 12: 7). To 
be an elder one must be "apt to teacb" 
(1 Tim. 3: 2). This does not mean that he 
must be ski11ed In all the art and science ot 
pedagogy as it Is taught in the universities, 
but. he must be able to Hhandle aright the 
word ot trutb" (2 Tim. 2: 15). 

His task includes that at exhorting the 
church by sound doctrine (Titus 1: 9). The 
gUt most needed In the early chUrch was 
the one which enabled the possessor to speak 
to men "to edlftcatlon. and exhortation, and 
comfort" (1 Cor. 14: 3). This gift tbe 
brethren were to covet, or earnestly desire 
(I Cor. 14: 39). The talent to do the same 
Is ns vilal to the chUrch now as was the 
spiritual gUt ot yesterday. To edily is to 
build up; to exhort is to stir up; to com· 
lort is to cheer up. It Is essential that the 
shepherd know his flock and be able to 
determine the Individual needs thereol. We 
build up the weak, stir up the negligent, and 
comrort the despondent. 

The bishops must realize that tempera· 
ments differ. They must recognIze that 
"those members or the body, which seem to 
be more leeble, are necessary" (1 Cor. 12: 
22). Upon these they must bestow more 
attention, "giving more abundant honor to 
that part which lacks, that there be no dl· 
vision In the church" (1 Cor. 12:24.). How 
often It Is exactly opposite to this. A clique 
is rormed ot elders and the more prominent 
members ot the body. Those who are less 
talented 01' less pronounced in their talents 
because at modesty and shyness are rele
gated to a position where they lose all can. 
tact with the spiritual strength at the 
brotherhood. The Bible teaches that lithe 
comely parts have no need'/ (1 Cor. 12: 24) 
and yet upon these we generally bestow the 
abundant honor. No wonder there are 
schisms in the body! 

In addition to being able to exhort the 
saInts to do their duty, elders must a]so be 
able to "convict the gainsayers." The word 
"convince" as used In the Authorized Ver
sion conveyS the wrong meaning. At the 
time when it was used by the King James 
translators It meant to convict. The most 
difficult task In the world is to convince the 
average gainsayer. Extremists and radicals 
will se1dom be convinced It you throw the 

MI S SIO N MESSENGER 

whole Bible at them! No one could accom
pllsh the teat at convinCing such persons, 
but the elders Bre to "convict" them. and to 
do so by sound doctrine! This means. that 
the scriptures must be made to bear on 
heresies which arise with such torce that 
the church can see the fallacy and be saved, 
even though the gainsayer stubbornly goes 
on his way! 

How many e.lders ot your acquaintance 
can detend the truth against error? In al
most every instance, the first thing that the 
elders think of, Is to put In a long distance 
call for a preacher, and tell him, "Drop 
everything you nre doing and come at once! 
We've got a man who has jumped the corral 
fence nnd gone ott on a tangent, and we need 
someone to help us rope and hog-tie him!" 
In the early church there were "many un
ruly and vain talkers nnd deceivers" (Titus 
1: 10). They subverted whole tammes, teach
ing things which they ought not for base 
gain. Ot such It Is affirmed that "their 
mouths must be stopped" (verse 11). The 
elders sbould study the Old Book until they 
can tie a knot In the tongue of false- teachers! 

This does not mean that It is wrong to 
ask tor assistance at an evangelist in nn 
emergency. Timothy was left at Ephesus 
for the specific purpose "that thou mlghtest 
charge some that they teach no other doc
trine" (1 Timothy 1: 3). But it remains 
that the church is becoming ever more de
pendent upon preachers, and to the extent 
that these are called In to do the work that 
God has ordained the elders to do, we 
weaken the eldership and create a false 
concept which can very easily be translated 
into a sectarian clergy system. 

/If en Who Can Govern 
God has placed governments in the church 

(I Cor. 12: 28). Woe unto that man who 
in order to justlty his Own rebellion seeks 
to remove them. or to lessen their power. 
It has never been God's plan that "every 
man can do that which is right In his o'",n 
sight" and such a condition exists when 
there Is no authority. The very word bishop 
conveyS the Idea of superintendency or over
sight! There are some who would ltke to 
take the "super" out of the first and the 
"over" out of the second word! Elders must 
be able to rule. that Is they must have ex· 
ecuttve ability! Oftentimes a congregation 
glories In an eldership that wi1l tolerate any
thing, and which winks at worldliness and 
ungodl1ness. Such men deserve censure and 
not honor. The Book says, "Let the elders 
that rille 10ell be counted worthy of double 
honor" (1 Timothy 5: 17). Slothful elders 
are Unfaithful elders, for the command is 
"He that ruleth, let him do it with diligence" 
(Rom. 12: 8). 

To quality as a bishop a man must first 
show his ability to rule. He does this by 
the control at his family. "One that rllleth 
well his Own house, having his children in 
subjection with all gravity; tor it a man 
know not how to rule his own house, how 

sball he lake care at the chUrch of God 1') 
(I Tim. 3: 4). This statement which shows 
how a man demonstrates ability to rule 
prior to his appointment to the eldership, 
needs very caretul study! It sets torth the 
thought that a man must have knowledge 
of governing tecbnlque. "If a man know not 
how to rule" Implies tbat one must study 
and learn how to direct the afTairs of his 
family; but not only must he know how to 
do it. be must do it! He must rule his own 
house, and ti18t Includes his wite. No woman 
can have any authority in the church. She 
fs under authority and nol Over the man (1 
Tim. 2: 12). U you appOint a man to the 
eldership whose wife has him under control, 
she wHI govern the church by proxy. Her 
husband may sing out the words, but she 
will set the tune! He may pull the trigger 
but she wlll do the loading, and he wiJI be 
but a stooge tor ber backstage maneuvering, 
a dancing puppet who can only jump when 
someone pulls the string. God has no pro
viSion for a "petticoat government" either 
directly or Indirectly, and the chUrch that 
puts In such has made "a slip"! 

Government Implies two things: rule and 
subjection! Tbus when a man rules his 
own house be bas his children In subjection 
(1 Tim. 3: 4). Where there 1s no subjection 
there is no rule! When Children are "accused 
at riot or unruly" the government at the 
home has broken down (Titus 1: 6). There 
could be no rUle In the church without sub
jection and submission. We are taugbt to 
"Obey them that have the rule over you, and 
submit yourselves: tor they watch tor your 
souls, as they that must give account" (He
brews 13: 17). This Implies, nay, teaches 
plainly, that In the chUrch there are those 
wbo have the rule, and are over us! Now 
no one can be over us, unless we are under 
such. Oversight suggests an overseer! Eid
ers are overseel'S (Acts 20: 28); therefore, 
they are to "take the oversight" (1 Peter 
5: 2). But It Children in the home refuse 
to pay any attention to the directions ot 
the father. are they not riotous and unruly? 
Then, what about a congregation which 
ignores the authority and rule of the elders? 

There are two ways to secure subjection. 
One Is by force and the other by loving 
example. The first produces servite slavery 
and the second produces willing and volun
tary service. That government Is always 
best which speaks the least about Its author
ity. It a man, in order to secure the suh
mission or his wire, has to keep reminding 
her that he Is the head ot the house and sbe 
will be In subjection to him, or he will learn 
the reason whY-such a man may soon learn 
the reason why! A husband deserves the 
submission or his wife only tt he conducts 
hlmseJr in such a manner as to earn Jt! 
There Ie no place fOr tyranny In the home 
or in the church! 

It Ie the "flock ot God" over which elders 
are to "take the oversight" (1 Peter 5: 2). 
Sometimes elders 108e sight at that lact, and 



thlnk that the church is theirs to maltreat 
and manhandle as they please. But "the 
chUrch was not made tor elders, but elders 
tor the church. "The scril)ture positively 
forbids an elder to act as if the church Is bis 
heritage. and to conduct blmself 8S a lord 
over his Own manor (1 Peter 5: 3). A maD 
bas a right to manage his own business to 
suit hlmselt. but be must manage the Lord's 
flock to Bult the Lord. The Hock is God's; 
the heritage Is God's; 80 let no man act as a 
lord over his own heritage toward the 
church ot the living God! 

Must we obey elders when they are wrong? 
Such a question seems almost too s illy to 
consider! \Ve nre nol to obey anyone who is 
wrong! The wife Is commanded to be in sub
jection to her own husband (EpIl. 5: 21). 
She Is even told to be in subjection "in every 
thing." But none ot us is so toolish as to 
think that this means she Is to play cards 
it her husband demands It, or drink liquor 
wllh him it he Insists upon her doing so. 
The phrase "In everything" is modUled by 
what goes betore. "As the C/1.1IrCh. is subject 
to Ohrist, so let the wives be to their own 
husbands in every thing" (Eph. 5: 24). Now 
Christ would never demand anything of the 
church which Is wrong, and husbands sbould 
never demand anything ot Uleir wives 
which Is wrong. Sometimes they do, how· 
ever, and In such cases the Christian wife 
"must obey God ratber than man" (Acts 
5: 29). 

It the elders were to band together and 
demand that the ch urch do something which 
is contrary to the word of the Lord, and a 
violaUon ot the New Testament scriptures, 
the church would have to say, 'Whether it be 
right In the sight ot God to hearken unto 
you more than unto God, judge ye" (Acts 
4: 19). We should always be concerned about 
what is right In the sight ot God. Elders 
are not to make laws, but all they can do is 
to enforce God's law! They cannot originate 
commands tor the church, they can only see 
compliance is had with the commands that 
God haa given! It the elders where I am a 
member advocnted something that was in 
opposition to God's word [ would oppose that 
error with all my power, nnd regardless ot 
tbe consequences to me personally. 

Otten, however, there nrlse conditions in 
the church in which deciSions are necessary 
in matters of judgment. Perhaps a disagree
ment arises which demnnds that both sides 
be heard. Atter consideration ot the points 
presented, the elders will have to make a 
decision, and the church should willingly 
submit to it. Clearly the responsibility in 
such cases rests with the oversight. It 
everyone is going to be an overseer then 
there Is no use ot having bishops, but it we 
respect the Lord's plan we will see that 
scripturally qualified men are placed in 
omce and then we will allow them to tune· 
lion so long as they do not violate the sacred 
scriptures. There must be authority in the 
church and It must be respected. 
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IIlen Who Live Exemplnry Live. 
It is clearly taught that bishops must be 

"ensamples to the flock" (1 Peter 5: 3). If 
a man teaches one thing by word and an
other thing by his deeds, he Is not a proper 
example. You can generally tell the kind 
ot elder that a church has by the kind ot 
lives evidenced by the membership! Just 
as children reflect Ute example ot those 
who rule over them, so the congregation 
reflects lhe same. 

Can you expect the members ot the Body 
to keep themselves tree from worldly en
tanglements, It tbe elders trequent the 
theaters with their lusttul, soul·destroying 
Hollywood movies? How can an elder who 
has been seen by halt ot his flock at a 
modern thenter on Saturday night, lead them 
closer to Jesus by his remarks at tbe Lord's 
table on the next day? I would not appoint 
a man to the eldership who uses tobacco. 
I believe that such a man could not teach 
the word ot God in its fulness! [do not 
want my children to smoke. They may go 
contrary to all ot my teaching and do so. 
But they will never be abie to point at me 
and say that they took It up because ot my 
example. If the tobacco habit can only be 
cured in a chUrch by a. process of teaching, 
and it lhe elder. are ihe ones charged with 
doing the teaching, how will it ever be cured 
as long as they use It themselves? A man 
who is too weak to Qull a. filthy habit that 
is obnoxious even to a lot of people in the 
world, is certainly not strong enough to 
govern a chuI'cb! I do not want the boys 
and girls of the congregation of which I 
am a member to be able to justity their bad 
habits by pointing to those who are sup. 
posed to be "examples to the fiock." 

It will do little good for the elders to get 
up and lambast tbe church about giving, it 
they make more money than any ot tbe 
members and give less. Men have no place 
in the oversight of the church who are stingy, 
tight-fisted and covetous of filthy lUcre. Such 
men will let the world die and go to hell be
tore they will give their consent for the 
church to reach out and save those who are 
lost. Whatever the church requll'es, let the 
elders set the example. Then let the rest of 
us not kick and complain. murmur and 
grumble. Let us follow their godly examples. 
The requirement to be eXaml)les to the flock, 
necessitates lhe flock following the example. 
There is no place tor arbitrary. inconsiderate 
rule on the part ot the elders, and no place 
for arrogant rebellion upon the part ot the 
rest of us. 

IIfen Who Can Accept Re.ponsibility 
The eldership Is no place for a shrinking 

violet or a buck-passer. It demands 11Ietl .. 

Those who accept the office must realize that 
they must give account and Ut8t they watch 
tor the most precious and valuable things in 
nIl the universe-the souls of men and 
women (Hebrews 13: 17). One who will not 
meet the responsibility has no right with 

the office. Few elders reallze the seriousness 
ot this, and lhose who cling to the position 
and drift along, will someday give an ac
count tor the souls under them! What an 
awe-Inspiring thought! One cannot be a 
whiner Or complainer and be In this office. 
He cannot he double-minded, double-tongued, 
or double-hearted! He must be genUe but 
firm, tender but solid, compassionate but 
sound. The greatest price in all history, the 
blood ot Jesus Christ, was l>aid tor the 
church. It is not something to be tampered 
with. It is not n plaything or a political 
plum. 

Many churcbes are held back and held 
down by eiders who are mere parasites, ask
Ing everything and giving nothing in return. 
Some maintain old wornout teuds among 
themselves, and have carried on their t>etty 
jealousies and bickerlngs lhrough the years 
while the Gause has stagnated. No church 
can grow into nw"ltooa with a group of 
chlldish elders at its head. Partiality, fa
voritism. faction ism, all ot these are prac
Uced in some 1)laces by elders who manipu
late the church as a political machine on a 
"you scratch my back; I'll scratch yours" 
basis! Some are too lazy to do anythl.ng, 
and too contrary to tet anyone else do any
thing. Th-ey shut up the kingdom against 
men, having no desire to go in, and refusing 
to let others do so. The church needs to be 
fl'eed trom the domineering attitude of men 
who think that it was created tor their 
personal ambition, just because some hire
ling came along and put them In an office. 
They should either get into the work like 
men, or step out like gentlemen! 

But we thank God that the great majority 
ot men tn this sacred office have tbe Cause 
of Jesus as a bUrden upon their hearts. They 
need help and not opposition, educaUon and 
not aggravation, assistance and not resist· 
ance! Many ot titem bave stood finn tn spite 
ot insults when they were doing their duty 
toward God and the church. Let us en· 
courage and nol discourage them. But above 
nil things, tet us begin now to develop men 
in every congregation who can do the work 
that God enjoins upon the presbytery. The 
church in tbe future will depend upon our 
action now! God belp liS! May the chUrch 
go forward Is our prayer. 

SHELBYVILLE MEETING 
Brethren from Bloomington, Chicago, De

catur, Hammond, Holliday, Mattoon, New 
Liberty, Springfield and Sullivan were repre
sented at an all-day meeting held at Shelby
ville, Illinois, April 2. Younger brethren de
livered the messnges, with Paul Fleener and 
Norman Hawbaker spenking in the morning. 
Don Shasteen presided In the afternoon ser
vice in wbich B1l1 Dunbar, Darrell Boland, 
Jack Fleener, Glenda Grant. Don Elzy, For· 
rest Ferguson, Burl Pl'ice, Harold Shasteen 
and Ivan Kidd, participated. Harold Shas· 
teen spoke at night. 
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II Views of the 'I1ews Br ROBERT T. HARTMANN 

Y outh jar Christ? 
Not long ngo the newspapers told of n 

marathon testimonial and confession session 
at a small Bible College in Ulinois. For 

42 hours the students 
trooDed to the chapel 
microphone to reI ate 
their minor transgres
sions, wbich might bet
ter have been rel)eD ted 
of in their own closets. 
if they were nol wholly 
Imaginary. 

I have not been so 
long ort the campus as 
to censure these young
sters, for the urge to 

exhibi llonlsm is sLrong at that age, and In 
my college days was expressed by parading 
In pajamas or swallowing Uve goldfish. But 
the Incident Curnlshes evidence, it more Is 
nceded, of the folly ot mixing ChrisUan 
leaching wllh .""ular educalion. To lhe 
public, this collegiate display was identified 
with religion, rather than with adolescent. 
exuberance. 

Far from being an emotional binge, true 
religion is a sober and reasoned profession. 

At the very least it should command the 
respect of unbelievers, and at best it will 
draw them to ChrIst. 

Young people are the hope of the church. 
They should have all of the tempol'al educa· 
tion they can get to better equip themselves 
for a life of Christian service. But they 
should tearn Ule eternal lessons of religion 
in the church, where, whatever their age, 
tbey will Instinctively receive the truth 
with reverence and use it under wise sUller
vision. 

Only in the churCh, by God's wisdom, Is 
a perfect balance llossible between the en
thusiasm and energy of youth, and the wis
dom and judgment at age. This balance Is 
not always attained In practice, but It would 
be if the scrlptul'al Instructions were fol· 
lowed explicitly. Elders are told to rule, 
but also to teach; youth is not to be de
spised, but to be proved and kept from pride. 

The aposUe Paul told his beloved son in 
tile faith: "take heed unto thyselt, and unto 
the doctl'ine; continue in them, for tn doing 
this thou shalt both save thyself and them 
that hear thee." The gospel Is intended to 
appeal to man's intellect. 

AS OTHERS SEE YOU 
Br ALBERT WINSTANLEY 

"WI,ere', the ftfini&ler?" 
Years ago an evangelist was leaving tbe 

meetinghouse of a Church of Christ in this 
country when a stranger accosted him thus: 

.. Do you have a minis
ter?- I'd like to see the 

-
rs 

Ii 

minister," PoinUng to 
the meetinghouse door 
the preacher replied: 
"You'll find a minister 
In there now." On en
tering, t.he en qui r e r 
found a good sister on 
her knees - scrubbing 
the floor! Herein is a 
grent - though oft-neg-
lected - truth, "Minis

try" simply means "service." The sister con
cerned was doing a necessary job or work. 
She was ministering, and was therefore "n 
minister," Not "THE" minister, mark you, 
but "A" minister certainly. The evangelist 
had used Ule word in a true, Scriptural 
sense. We must never lose sight of this 
fact: that any service whatever, done by 
any Christian for the Lord and His Church, 
is minislry-anct tILe doer thereof is a 
1nini8terl 

" What" 1I1utrtai Minutry?" 
I was glad to find churches in the United 

States which believe in "mutual ministry." 
It may be said that this phrase Is unscrJp
tural. That Is true enough. It is also true 
that we should speak or Bible things tn 
Bible language as far as we cnn. But this 
J8 not nlways possible. In talking about the 
pure worship of the primitive church we 
speak, tor instance, at "vocal music." That 
phrase isn't Scriptural eUher- but who 
would deny that what we mean by it Is? 
Many examples could be cited, but they are 
not necessary here, Innovations, talse teach
ing and digression fOl'ce the faithful to use 
unscriptural words to describe Scriptu ral 
things, 

I believe that "mutual ministry," as com
monly used by the brethren in Britain, de
scribes a truly Scriptural thing. We believe 
that every member at the church Is a min
ister. To us "mutual ministry" is the abso
lute antithesis of "one man ministry." It 
Indicates the position that faithful churches 
here have always maintained: that the sys
tem at "one minister for one church" Is un
known to the New Testament. This conten-
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lion was clearly stated by the llioneers, 
David King wrote: 

"But again-The Minister! Who and 
what is be? Il is quite common to hear 
persons aUude to the minister of the 
church to which they belong. Indepen
dents, Baptists, Pl'esbyterians, and other 
Nonconformists, almost invariably use the 
term In the singular; as, 'The minister of 
our church.' We have to ask from the New 
Testament an answer to the very reason
able Question- What is that office In the 
Church of Christ which entitles the person 
who fills it to be termed THE MINISTER? 
The answer is short and simple-There Is 
no such office; and, theretore, no such 
officer," 

Is it wrong then to use the word "mints
ter"? Certainly not. In the New Testament 
preachers are called "ministers of the gos
pel." Such a use by us today Is Scriptural 
and right. But there is no Scriptural justi
fication whatever for applying the word 
"minister" exclllsj,velll to Uospel preache'rl. 
The New Testament does not use it in this 
narrow fashion nor does that inspired 
volume give a vestige at support to the 
notion that anyone man may be caUed THE 
minister at a congregation, 

" Will Mutualillini.try Work?" 
Some who have criticised us for our ad

vocacy at "mutual ministry" have repeatedly 
posed the question: "But does It work?" 
Otten this Is followed by references to the 
tack of any great progress (numerically) 
by what Is sometimes caUed "the restoraUon 
movement" in Britain. It bas usually been 
claimed as a resu lt that "mutual ministry" 
is a failure, and therefore cannot be right. 
This Is a fine case of "putting the cart before 
the horse"! Our business Is flrst of all to 
discover if a tblng be ScrIptural. If it Is, 
then as God's children we 'must make it 
'Work! "One man ministry" is unknown to 
the New Testament, but "mutual minlstry" 
Is taught therein. The Church at the New 
Testament was nlore vigorous, aggressive 
and successful than in any age since. Mu
tual ministry worked then-it will now! 

Critics too often confuse the thing itself 
with the abuse ot it. I believe that wben the 
chul'ch assembles It Is the right of every 
male member to have opportunity for using 
his talent in edifying the Body of Christ. 
But this prlvUege Is limited by another: 
that whatever is done by any member nlou,t 
be Jor ~he edification 01 the Chll.rch. It must 
be admitted frankly tbat this has too often 
been forgotten In the churches here, Mu
tual ministry has been construed to mean 
that anybody could confront the assembly 
and say anyt.hing. It does not mean that. It 
is the business of pastors to see tbat the 
flock of Christ Is properly ted, and their 
I'esponsibllity is to see that the prlvtlege 
of exhorting and teaching Is only exercised 
by those who have abi1lty to do It aright 
But let this be remembered also: In most 
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congregaUoDs there are men who could edify 
acceptably it only they were guided and 
trained aright. Where an oversight is can· 
cerned to discover, develop and use the tal· 
ents of every member, there Is the spiri
tually healthy church; and that constitutes 
true mutual ministry, 

ANOTHER EV ANGEUST 
With the full endorsement ot the congre

gation at RosevUle, Pennsylvania, a beloved 
young brother, Lewis J. Karkosky. Jr., in
tends to launch out into the gospel field to 
devote his full time to spreading the Word. 
Lewis was born in BrookvJ1le. Pennsylvania 
on August 28, 1928. His parents were origi
nally CathOlics. but were led out ot 
Catholicism by the maternal grandfather who 
read his Bible, and began to declare It as 
best he could. Otbers took thetr stand with 
him until some 200 persons were banded to· 
gether. They adopted the Dame "Church ot 
Christ" but used musical Instruments in the 
worship. and practiced "teet washing" and 
the "holy kiss." They observed the Lord's 
Supper IntreQ.uentiy. but stressed morality 
at lite and chaste conduct. The grandtather 
dIed, still seeking to know more ot the will 
ot God, and declaring it as he learned it. 
Through Ule years, the number who clung 
to the practices mentioned has decimated 
to about fitteen souls. 

Lewis was an attendant at sevel'al denomi· 
nations, and for awhile taught a Sunday 
school class tn the Methodist church. In 
1946, he came in contact with the churches 
of Christ, and was convinced at the scrip.. 
turality of their contention, so was im· 
mersed hilo the Lord Jesus Christ. In 1948 
he began to make short talks of exhortation, 
and journeyed some 20 mUes to aid a little 
congregation without money and without 
price. In May 1949 he met Harold Shasteen, 
and with him attended the Bible Study In 
Saint LoUis last autumn. Since that time 
he has been assisting at Clarion and Rose
ville, Pennsylvania, and going wherever else 
he caD aid the church at the living God. It Is 
our hope that brethren may give strength 
and encouragement to this devoted young 
disciple ot our Master, and that you will 
call him. use him and support him. You 
may address blm: Lewis J. Karkosky, Jr., 
Rfd 4, Brookvflle, Pennsylvania. 

VACATION STUDY OUTUNES 
Hershel OtlwelJ, Hartford, Illinois, has 

prepared outlines for VacaUon Bible Studies 
ot two weeks duration, with tull informa· 
tlon. Any ot the brethren deSiring a copy of 
this course of study may obtain the same 
tree ot cbarge by writing to Hershe1. His 
love for boys and girls and tor the Cause 
everywhere bas promoted him to prepare 
enough ot these to share with others. They 
afe appropriate tor olher class work with 
children also, We 'recommend them to all 
teachers at boys and girls. 
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KANSAS CITY STUDY 
The congregation meeting at 5906 Ken· 

wood Avenue, Kansas City. Missouri, an· 
Dounces another six weeks period of Bible 
Study to start Monday, July 3, at 9 a, m., 
with classes daily Monday through Friday. 
Bernell Weems will again be In charge ot 
the studies, which wi1l be beld morning and 
afternoon. The studies wflJ be open to all 
ot high school age and older who can pro
vide a recommendation tram the oversight 
of the congregation where they hold mem· 
bership. There will be no tuWon tees and 
no cbarges at all tor the study. Accommo· 
dations should be made In advance and 
request tor same together wtlh other Infor· 
mation should be addressed to Miss Lucille 
Baker, 3931 Harrison Ave., Kansas City, 
MissourI. 

"BOW HARMFUL ARE 
CIGARETTES ?" 

This Is the subject of an a1'tlcle published 
by Reader's Digest In their January issue. 
We personally know of three members of 
the body or Christ who threw away their 
cigarettes after reading it. The magazine 
editors declare that the article aroused 
more discussion and approval than any re
cent teature. In the April Issue .rtor the 
benefit ot those who would really like to 
be rid of Ule tobacco habit" they have re
printed two articles tram men who quit. 
One is tiUed, "I Quit Smoking" by Courtney 
Ryley Cooper. He men lions 45 ot his ac· 
quaintances who bave quit. The other aI'
Ucle Is "Are You A Man or A Smokestack?" 
by J, P. McEvoy. He concludes with this 
statement, "Today the physical benefits ot 
a tobacco-free life are undeniable. But the 
mental lift and the moral glow from con
quering an enslaving habit add up to the 
most exbltaraling satisfaction in the world." 
We suggest that you read these articles, and 
we plead witl1 you as one Christian brother 
to another to abandon and conquer this de
filing and corrupting habit. You cannot con· 
Unue it to the glory ot GOd, and you can 
glorify Him by stopping It! 

• • • • • 
The Texas White Ribbon Is authority for 

the statement that there are 437,000 saloons 
in tbe United States. There is a liquor 11· 
cense tor every 267 persons, 11 saloons tor 
every 5 cburches, and one bar for every 71 
homes. As long as men talk dry and vote 
wet the nation wtll be on the skids toward 
bell. \Vho will be responsible for its down· 
ta1l7 

FROM TENNESSEE 
We cannot resist the temptation to share 

with you the following letter from a 92·year· 
old brother who Uves in Chattanooga, Ten
nessee. We mailed him a copy of the March 
issue, and he replies: 

"My dear brotber: You gave me the Bur· 

prise at my lite when you sent me a copy 
at the MESSENGER. \Vhy on earth bave I not 
seen your paper betore? I sat down and read 
it through before I could stop. But caution 
is the word at this hypocritical generation. 
You hewed just where I have been scoring 
sixty years, and It you did not shave every 
log, I've never seeD a broad-axe work. 

Perhaps I'm talking Greek to you but you 
see 1 have been there. Born November 17, 
1858, three years before the Civil War. Tried 
to become n Chrislian July 1874, and as you 
may guess, tor the last forty years I've had 
a tussle with that wise old bum which 
:Mlchael kicked out ot heaven. I think your 
paper is just wbat I have been looking tor 
for Years, but I will have to ask my Lord 
to give me a lItUe more time to enjoy it. 

It I could see the church just as it was 
10 1874, I could die happy. Our churcb was 
in the country, and I do not remember but 
one orphan-he a colored boy aod my tather 
gave him a home. There was only one d~ 
pendent woman, "Aunt Polly" Rickman. 
There was a "poor house" at the county 
seat. but Aunt Polly never thought of going 
nor did anyone think at sending her that I 
know of. She had the whole neighborhood 
to tramp over, to go where she pleased and 
stay as long as she would. We children were 
always t)leased to see Aunt Polly coming. I 
would like to write you a long letter about 
our old-tLme meetings, and how the elders 
managed them. Am sending dollar tor a 
year." 

(Editor's Note: This aged disciple Is talk· 
ing about a Christian hospitality which 
modern congregations do Dot even know 
about. We have written blm to send us a 
description ot that little country church 
back before tbe days of "one-man salaried 
ministers" and all of the modern c1ap.-trap, 
and wben he sends it. we will publish It), 

KENNETIl MORGAN WRITES 
Kenneth MOI'gan, Box 530, Klamath Falls, 

Oregon, bas Jaunched a series of 12 im· 
pOl·tant messages, to be printed one each 
month in the ·Western States' News, The 
general heading wJll be "Things Which We 
Have Received" and the first lesson was 
in the March Issue on the Question "What 
Is 'Meant By Faithful Churches7" We pr~ 
diet that this series will be one at the most 
thought-provoking In years. Send Kenneth 
a dollar tor a year of real reading malter, 
Don't miss his Inspiring lessons! 

ANNIVERSARY MEETING 
The church at 412 Oak Tree DrIve Web

ster Groves. I\Ussourl issues a sinc~re In· 
vitaUon to the brotherhood to be present 
at their annual a.ll.(lay meeUng on May 22. 
There will be 3 speakers in the morning. 
Basket dinner wHl be served at noon. The 
allernoon will be devoted to special singing 
and talks. For information, write to VirgU 
Stevens, 4015 BirchWOOd Place, Lemay, Mo. 
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1 Corinthians 11: 28, 29 
The parts or this passage that are fre

quently misunderstood are the words "ex
amine" nnd "unworthily." The following is 

a typical speech that 
may be heard from one 
presiding at the Lord's 
table. "I cannot examine 
you nor you me, but the 
apostle commands each 
man to examine him
selt. You know wheUler 
you have been Hving 80 

as to be worthy of par
taking of the bread and 
cup." Now I do not 
wish to be misunder

stood as teaching that it makes no dltrerenee 
how a man lives, that the "communion" 
will make Ullngs right with Ule Lord. It a 
professed Christian's general lite is one of 
unfaithfulness, it would be inconsIstent and 
therefore wrong for him to think he enn 
"square bis account" with the Lord by par
taking of the em~lems of His precious body 
and blood. But this conclusion is based on 
scriptures other than the one used as our 
heading. 

The Corinthians were making a common 

CONTENDING FOR THE FAITII 
Every generation in the church must fight 

for a retention at the faith which was once 
delivered to tbe saints. To preserve un
sulHed by humanlsms the truth as revealed 
to us demands that we courageously and un
flinchingly face the issues. We must chal
lenge our own beliefs and meet the chal
lenges of those who question the position 
we adopt. The church of Christ demands 
men who will fight the good fight at faith. 
A generation ago men fought against the In
,oads of the missionary society, and then 
Instrumental music. Perhaps the greatest 
threat In the future is the adollUon of a 
clergy system, concenled under such inno
cent lilies as "one-man ministry," "located 
evangelists," etc., but which operate against 
God's plan of the "priesthood of all be
lievers." Already, the brethren in many 
parts at our land have lost all concept of tbe 
ministry of the early church. This must 
bring into focus sharp conflict wherever the 
two systems meet 

Some at the disciples from an Illinois 
congregation moved to Brownsville, Texas. 
There they discussed the differences with 
members at the church, where my good 
friend , Ralph Starling is t1l.e 1n.inister, In 

meal of the Lord's supper and hence were 
eating and drinking for the wrong purpose 
or in the wrong manner. The word "un· 
worthily" is an adverb and pertains to the 
manner or object in the mind ot the com
municant at the time at partaking. For this 
reason the apostle directs that a man "ex
amine himself," which means for bim to in
quire of his own mind as to why be is about 
to partake of the bread and cup. Is it In 
order to show the Lord's death as taught 
by Himself? It he can truthfully answer 
the question amrmatively he will be in the 
proper frame of mind to partake. That Is 
why Paul adds that after such an "examina
tion" has been made with the correct an
swer, then "so let him eat." That is, let 
him eat in the manDer or for the purpose 
that his examination concluded namely, in 
order to show the Lord's death. If that pur· 
pose Is not present when he partakes he will 
be eating damnation to himself. By the 
same token, If a man partakes of the bread 
and cup today while thinking of any other 
subject, or perhaps not thinking of any 
particular subject, just doing so as a "habit" 
or mere formality, he will be "eating dam
nation to himself." 

these discussions numerous Questions have 
heen asked as Brother Starling seeks to 
justify the posWon which he holds Rnd 
which bis brethren contend is scriptural. 
We have received those Questions and be
causo the issue is so widespread in im
portance, we propose to meet lhe queries 
head on and without Quibble. We have no 
desire to "hog the spotlight" and reply to 
all of the questions, and there are otbers 
who can reply to them better than our
selves. So we are asking Fred Killebrew, 
L. C. Roberts, and Roy Loney to join with 
us in repiying to the questions on the min
istry, the work of evangelists, the orphans 
homes, and associated matters. And when 
we get through with these special issues. 
we shan accord Brother Starling room In 
the paper to point out where we have di
gressed tram God's Word, if he beHeves we 
are in error. We have no desire to keep 
tram our brethren any portion of truth. The 
special issues on these subjects will begin 
with the August paller, 

THANKS TO THESE 
The editor acknowledges that he would 

be seriously handicapped in sending out this 
paper if it were not for the members of his 
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own family-Nell, Jerry and Sharon Sue. 
Last month we bad the addItional assistance 
of Ronald Wofford and Mary Jane Burton, 
and we are sincerely thankful. No one re
ceives a cent from the ~{JSSION MESSENGER. 

It Is a work of faith, a labor of love, done 
in patience of bope! 

"Worlds in Collision" 
'Ve do not recall having seen as much pre

publicity for any other book as Is being 
given to "Worlds In CollisIon" by Dr. ]m
manuel Velikovsky. This book soon to be 
released by The Macmillan Company bas 
been previewed in virtually every major 
periodical. We have personally read tbe ad
vance notices in Reader's Digest, Life, Col
lier's, Saint Louis Post-Dispatch, and others. 
Some at the material is in the nature of 
"rave" notices. The comIng book bas been 
bailed as one which will undermine com
pletely the Darwinian theory, re-establish 
faith in the Bible, account (or all of the 
miracles of the Old Testament, and take 
skeptics to a thorough cleaning. 

The author Is Russian-born. He studied 
natural sciences at Edinburgh University, 
history, law and medicine In Moscow, biology 
in Berlin, the functioning of the brain in 
Zurich, psychoanalysis in Vienna. For the 
last ten years he has been In the United 
States preparing this book. Unquestionably 
he has done an immense amount of research 
as bis mateJ"ial covers all the folklore and 
tribal traditions from the Chinese "Canon 
of Yao" to the records or the Aztecs. Be 
bases his reasoning on the theory that the 
earth has been lashed twice by the tau of 
a. comet, with a resultant series of disturb
ances which caused the rivers to turn to 
blood, hall of fire, dnl'kness, and the parting 
of the Red Sea, followed at a later period 
by the earth tilting and halting on its axis 
with a resultant long day. He apparently 
conjectures that these things occurred co
incidentally with tile stretching at the rod 
by Moses over the wnters of the sea, and the 
command of Joshua for the sun to stand still. 

It Is predicted that the book will cause the 
greatest controversy of any In this century. 
We may see fit to give space later to refuta
tion or its natUralistic assumptions. We 
doubt t.bat It will Increase falU) in the God 
at the Bible. but may serve Instead to cause 
some to feel that the Old Testament Is a 
mere account of legendary traditionalism, 
disbelieved by some In Ule past, but now 
proven to be ractually true. 'Ve believe In 
the miracles of the Old Testament. It Is 
not necessary far Us to be able to account 
ror all of them. That's what makes them 
miracles! 'Ve do not believe that these 
wonders were Ule result of Ule stretched 
out tall or a comet, but of the stretched out 
arm of our God. The record at them Is not 
the mere tradition of a group of Egyptian 
serts, "but boly men of God spake as lhey 
were moved by the Hoiy Spirit." 
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Tbe above class attended n Bible Study 
by A. M. Morris. of Indianapolis, Indiana, at 
Blue River (now Hlllsbot'o) near New 
castle, Indiana, January 3 to March 9, 1899. 

FROM WEBSTER GROVES, 1110. 
The meeting or the young people here last 

mont.h was an inspiration to the entire con· 
gregation at Websler Groves. Everything 
was in pertect harmony and the services 
were so edifying that [ want you to convey 
QUI' regards to all who came and made this 
one at the biggest days in our history, with 
& total of 309 present in the afternoon. It is 
a great joy to know we have such outstand
ing young men and women in the One Body. 
May the grace of God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ be with them in aU of their good 
works.-Jam.es KincajrJ,. 

BONNE TERRE MEETING 
The annual all-day meeting at Bonne 

Terre, Missouri will be held on J une 1l, 
with visitors expected trom many sections 
or the country. This event has provided a 
homecoming tor former members and fs 
always well attended. There will be three 
services and basket dinner. 1'he chUrch at 
Bonne Terre bas had a 11umber added in 
recent weeks and interest Is good. For in
formation write J. H. Mabery, 45 Benham 
Street, Bonne Terre, Missouri. 

IIIEMORIAL DAY MEETING 
The congregation at Jacksonville, Penn

sylvania Issues a cordial invitation to breth
ren everywhere to be with them at their 
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Seven or the fifteen are still alive. They are 
as follow8: First row, left to right: E. M. 
ZeiT, Gaar Miller. Artemas Miller, Charles 
Jeffries. Second row: D. W. Fertig, Enoch 

Memorial Day meeting this year. This meet
ing was held at Shippensburg last year. 
Brother Vernon Hurst has been laboring 
with Jacksonville and oUler congregations 
tn Pennsylvania, and we urge as many as 
can do so to go and give these brethren a 
lift In their work. 

POMONA MEETING 
The annual meeting at Pomona, California 

registered a morning attendance of 109, with 
a contribuUon ot $151.28. Edification talks 
were by Bob Duncan, Herbert Clark, Wen
dell Sparks. Wayne Peden, Merle Clark and 
Ear l Fiscus. Basket dinner wus served at 
noon at Washington Park Clubhouse, and 
an afternoon song fest wns held. 

A CLEAN CHURCH Is the book written 
by W. Carl Ketcherside 11leadlng in plain 
and practical fashion tor the return to New 
Testament government and discIpline. A 
hook you need to read and pass on to your 
friends. Ouly $1.50 per copy nt this office. 
Do not delay. Order yourS today! 

INDEPENDENCE PLANS 
The church at Independence, Missouri has 

a forward-looking plan tor sounding out the 
Word. Knowing that it is necessary to 
schedule time in advance they hnve arranged 
foJ' Ed Uland to labor with them Nov. 5 to 
18. 1950. Fred Killebrew and W. Carl Ketch-

Anderson, A. M. Morris, Allan Ridgeway. 
Isaac Koons. Third row: Wilbur Hedrick, 
A. ,V. Harvey, Don Carlos Janes. Orange 
Leisure, W. C. Conrad, Nathan Ridgway. 

erslde will work there three weeks each in 
1951. and Harold Shasteen has been booked 
for 1952. Robert Brumback has just con
cluded a very satisfactory series of meetings, 
cllmaxed with an aU-day meeting. Aprll 2. 

BROOKPORT MEETING 
Dick Kerr asks to announce a two day 

meeting at Brookport, Ullnois. June 3 and 4, 
with afternoon and night services on June 3, 
and three services on the following day. 
The afternoon service will begIn at 2 o'clock. 
Housing will be furnished by the Brookport 
church. The wedding ceremony for Jim 
Mabery and Ina Lee Smith will take place 
at the Brookport church building, at 6 p. m. , 
June 4. If you plan to attend this meeting 
communicate with ChUrch at Christ, Fourth 
and George Streets, Brookport, Illinois. 

THE JUNE ISSUE 
Our feature article in the next issue wlll 

be the story "I Saw Adolf Hitler," written 
by a Sister in Christ who grew up In Soviet 
Russia, fted with her family to Poland, re
lurned to Moscow, was Interned tn a con
centration camp In Germany, sentenced to 
death tor her wrilings, escaped. with the aid 
of a German officer, met a soldier who was 
a member of the One Body. married him and 
came to the United States. Here Is a story 
of persecution and trial such as you would 
hardly believe could bal)pen. 
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THE SACRAMENTS 
(No. 2) Confi rlllulion 

BJ' MILLARD A. VAN DEUSEN 

When an indvldual. in many "Christian" 
churches, Is prepal'jng hlmsell lor confirma
tion, we refer to him as being a cateclLU7nen. 
That word is deHned by Webster as "one 
who is receiving rudimentary instruction in 
the doctrines of Christianity," or course, 
this preparation is supervised by pastor or 
pl'lest! At lblspoint in our study we recall 
a statement made by Heussl In Kompemtitl/1Jl
der Kirchengeshichte, which refers to the 
cbanges made when the church ceused to 
be known as apostolic in tradition and war
shill. and assumed lbe name Old Catholic: 
"About the year 50. he was of the church 
who bad received baptism and the Holy 
Spirit and called Jesus, Lord; about 180. 
he who acknowledged the rule ot failh 
(creed), the New Testament canon, and the 
authority ot lhe bishops." We do not have 
space to dwell at length on this great change 
which bad taken place; but will have to con
tent ourselves with the statement that many 
of the false practices and beliefs found in 
the "Christian" sphere today are traceable 
to that period of Lime in tbe hislory at the 
church. 

Tn the post-apostolic church, emphasis 
was placed upon the catechumenate because 
of the great InHux of pagans into the church. 
Reception of th~ calechurnenale, with the 
sign of the cros~ and laying on of hands, 
was popularly regarded as conferring mem
bership in the Church. Moreover, that was 
as far as the great mullltude of less zealous 
"Christians" went in professing C11l"1st, ex
cepting when the approach ot death wrought 

a sudden change of attitUde. With the 
growth of generations of exclusive "Chris
tian" ancestry, and the spread ot the Augus
tinian docll'ines ot bal)tismal grace in the 
western church, this half·way acceptance 
was ended. The catechumenale lost Its sig
nificance when the whole population bad 
become SUl)Posedly Cbristian. 

On one point in particular, tbe eastern 
and western church could not agree during 
this period. ]n the article on Baptisln we 
mentioned Tertullian's description of the 
baptismal ritual, wherein the baptism propel' 
was tollowed by anOinting and laying on ot 
hands in token at the reception ot the Holy 
Spirit. During the time at Tertullian both 
baptism and laying on of bauds were acts 
ot the bishop, save in case or necessity, when 
baptism could be administered by any Chris
tian. With the growth ot t.he church, pres· 
byters (a ditTel'ent office from that ot the 
eldership in apostolic times) began to bap
tize regularly in the eastern and western 
churches. Tbe two regions differed, how
ever, over the further rite ... known as the 
sacrament of confirmation in the Roman 
Catholic chUrch today; and considered a 
necessary rite in certain branches of Prot
estantism. though not being l'egarded as a 
sacrament by these adherents. 

The East saw its chief significance in the 
anOinting, and permitted the presbyter to 
perform that act with oil consecrated by the 
bIshop. The West viewed the laying on or 
hands as the all·fmportant teature, and 
argue<! that, in keeping with Acts 8: 14·17. 
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t.his could only be done by the bishop as 
succeSSOr to the apostles. The rites ot bap. 
tism and confirmation were thus separated 
in the West. 

As the chUrch grew in size, parish limits 
of City congregations were extended Into the 
rura l areas. Hence, it wasn't always possible 
for a bisho)) to be present at baptism. This 
ract, coupled with the western church's posi
tion, led to final separation 01' the ceremonies 
of baptism and confirmation. The rite ot 
confirmation was delayed still further be
cause it was nol always convenient to bring 
the catechumen (an infant at that time) to 
the episcopal city to be confirmed; and 
bishops were extremely irregular in making 
their parish visitations. So confirmation 
gradual1y was postponed to later years, 
finally. to the age of twelve. 

What does confirmation mean to those 
who practice it? ]0 An· [ 'nlrodl£ction to 
Medieval Eltro]J(j; by Thompson and Johnson, 
we read: "By t.he laying on at hands nnd 
the anOinting ot the forehead with 011 the 
bishop gave his sign at confirmatlon to bap. 
tism, and tbereby Impal'led a second' tnst,a.U~ 
ment 01 grace (We thought grace came from 
God: Rom. 3: 23. 24: Eph. 1: 6-MVD) suf· 
ficient to mnke tile youth a vertect Cbrisl1an 
and a full-fledgett m.em,ber of the church." 

Webster defines the word confirmation as 
"a rite supplemental to baptism, adminis
tered usually to those who have reached the 
age of discretion, and conferring upon t.hem 
the fulness of the privileges gained t.hrough 
bal)tism." Evidently these talk just aren't 
satisfied with the baptism ot persons who 
recognize their sintul condition, and under
stand that obedience to the gospel will bring 
them Into the church, which Is the Body 
of Christ. Since the CathOlic church Intro
duced infant baptism, an innovation, the 
eccleSiastical system had, at necessity, to 
introduce another man-made doctrine in 
order to simulate the apostolic command. 

Wbat does the Bible say concerning prepa
mtion of the would-be convert? In regard 
to the maUer of initial obedience, Paul 
writes to the church at Rome: "Now how can 
lhey call on One in wbom tlley have never 
believed? How can they believe in One ot 
whom they have never heard? And how can 
they hear unless someone proclaims Him? 
Belief, you see, can only come tram hearing 
the message, and the message is the word 
of Christ." (Letters to Young Churches, A 
Translation of the New Testament EpisUes
Phillips-Rom. 10: 14, 15, 17). Instruction. 
therefore. must come from the Word of God. 
which is Truth (John 17: 17) and not trom 
a man-inspired book at Instruction. There 
must be no Book of Common PraYer, no 
Short or Large Catechism-nothing but the 
Word of Christ! The operation of faith, in 
obedience to the will of Christ, will bring 
us into the church. No need fOr confirming 
the act ot "baptism" here! The Lord adds 
to the church-not man! (Acts 2: 4.7). 

PaUl instructed Titus to appoint to the 
omce of eldershIp "a man wbo takes his 
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stand on the orthodox raith, 80 that he can 
by sound teaching botb stimulate faith and 
con!ule opposition" (Phillips-Letters to 
Young Churches, A Translation of the New 
Testament Epistles). And to Timothy he 
wrote: " ... concentrate on winning God's 
approval, on befng a workman with nothing 
to be ashamed of, and who knows how to 
use the word of truth to the best advantage" 
(Ibid.). The best advantage lies In a Scrip
tural method of Instruction: "The things 
that thou bast heard of me by many wit
nesses, the same commit tbou to faithful 
men wbo shall be able to teach others" 
(2 Tim. 2: 2). Thus, faithful men preaching 
and teaching the gospel message will edfty 
the listeners; God's \Vard will convict them 
and bring them to obedience, it they 80 wl11 
It. The same ,Vord will confirm the spiritual 
blessings to be received and enjoyed by all 
who continue with Christ. 

This does not mean an outward torm of 
Christianity wbich consists solely ot having 
one's name entered on the church rolls, but 
It Implies an acUve participation In the 
Christ·lIke lite. 'Vllh this In mind, we can 
now turn to 2 Timothy 3: 14·17, and under· 
stand Paul's meaning, "Yet -you must go on 
steadily in those things that you bave 
learned and which you know are true. Re
member from what sort of peOI)le your 
knowledge has come, and how trom early 
childhood your mind has been tamillar with 
the hOly Scriptures, which can open the mind 
to the salvation which comes through be
Hevlng in Christ Jesus. All ScrIpture Is 
Inspired ot God and is usetul tor teaching 
the faIth and correcting error, for re-setting 
the direction ot a man's lite and training 
him In good living. The Scriptures are the 
comprehensive equipment ot the man ot 
God, and fil him tully tor al1 branches ot 
hIs work" (IbId.). 

As Christians 10e 1/I 'ust reject the sacra
ment ot confirmation! It Is not a part ot 
the New Testament plan. However, we shall 
eontinue to "conHrm the souls ot tbe dis
ciples, and exhort them to continue In the 
talth." Here the word means "to support tur
ther, i. e., reestablish, strengtben" (Strong's 
Exhaustive Concordance), and that Is our 
Christian duty. 

NOTE: When reterrlng to the churches in 
the East and West we mean the Orthodox 
(namely, the Greek) church, with Its center 
ot influence In Constantinople; and the Ro
man CathOlic ebul'ch under control ot the 
bishop ot Rome. 

Next month-Penance. 

VAN DEUSEN ENTERING FrELD 
MtIlnl'd A. Van Deuseu has been given 

endorsement by the church al 631'd and Blue 
Ridge Blvd .. Kansas City. Missouri , as an 
evangelist and will enter lhe gospel field tor 
tuU time service. He has been active In the 
work ot his home congregation tor years. 
and while engaged in the Armed Forces. he 
was partially Instrumental in setting up a 
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congregation In Munich, Germany. The first 
convert In Munich wns a young man, Chris· 
tian by name, who was adopted by Brother 
and Sister Van Deusen, and makes his home 
with them. In Germany, Millard did regular 
preachIng and teaching of the Word ot the 
Lord through Brother Luess, who tnter
preted his words Into German almost as fast 
as he spoke them. His part in that work 
ended with the close ot his enlistment period 
in the Atr Force In 1948. He has since as
Sisted congregations in the midwest. His 
next work will be with the congregatton at 
Shippensburg, Pennsylvania, and In June he 
will conduct a series of meetings at his 
home congregation at Kansas Cily. We 
earnestly urge the brotherhood to caU this 
talented young brother who has been such a 
valiant and courageous worker, and use him 
in the service of our Lord. His address Is 
4014 Campbell, Kansas City 4, MissourI. 

OVER THE TOP! 
On January 1, we began a drive tor 1000 

1te1Q names to Insure that the MISBJOX MES
SENOER would continue at 12 pages tor the 
year. That drive ended on April 3, when 
we went over our goal. I n the 20 days im
mediately preceding we received more than 
240 new subscriptions. Thanks a million to 
all of you! Pray that we may be able to 
continue to merit your confidence and to do 
the wi11 ot our God. Those who sent in five 
or more were: Herman Lee 5, Talmage 
Weekly 10; GUY O'Neil 6, Harry Powell 60, 
Henry Van de Riet 7, EUzabeth Gingrich 6, 
W. R. Clark 60, J . E. Goforth 5, Bernell 
'Veerns 6, Mrs. Maude Crenshaw 5. From 
now on we will report each month all who 
send in five or ,more names at one time. 
whether they be new or renewal. So be sure 
and ask YOur brethren and friends It they 
are readers ot the paper when you get ready 
to send in. Perhaps they would like to have 
you include theirs with yours! 

SPRUCE STREET MEETINGS 
The congregation at 26th and Spruce, 

Kansas City, Missouri began a meeting with 
Kenneth Van Deusen, AprIl 16. Roy Harris 
will conduct the Vacation Bible Study the 
last two weeks in June, giving song In
struction each evening. Lloyd Riggins wlll 
conduct a series ot meetings in the tall, and 
Robert Brumback wilt direct a six weeks 
Bible Study, starting January 1. An out
line ot the Bible Study will be ready later 
and we will be pleased to tUrn Ish turther 
Intormation when 1)lans are completed.
Ed.ith Gunn. 

ASSISTANCE TO BOGARD 
James Van Degrltt and Clyde Bingllam re

port the tollowlng amounts received to 
apply on the llew church building al Bogard, 
Missouri. These aJ'e additional lo lhe pre
vious report. Cllul'cll at Carrollton (1\'[0.) 
$400; ChUrch at Bogard $800; Church at 

Kansas City (26th and Spruce) $"100; An
drew Key $60; Frank Shirley $50; Church 
at RIchmond (Mo.) $50; D. W. MinnIs $25; 
Estle Graham $26; Church at Hale (Mo.) 
$25; Charles and Jacobs Filling Station $25; 
Herbert Knott and Harold Wagaman $25; 
Dickerson Furniture Co. $50; Brother trom 
Decatur (111.) $20; S. M. James $15; Imo
gene Crowley $5; D. Gregg $5; W. A. BUr
ton $3. Total In thIs report $1673.00. The 
building construction Is underway, and will 
move torward with all dispatch. 

COLORADO MEETING 
The congregation at Cedar nnd Cimarron 

Streets, Colorado Springs, Colorado, is spon· 
soring a meeting on May 29 and 30. An 
evening meeting will be held on May 29 with 
talks by various evangelists. To date J. Ed. 
Uland and Bernell Weems arc booked tor 
the occasion. On May 30 (Memorial Day) 
lhere will be two services: a morning ses
sion ot prayer and song. and an atternoon 
session devoted to talks by representatives 
of the varIous congregations present. Picnic 
lunch will be served at noon. All who plan 
to attend should write to Kennelh L. David
son, 121 Alsace Way, Colorado Springs, 
Colorado. 

________ ~'~II~--------

THANKS FROM BLOOMFIELD 
We wish to thank all who were present 

at our opening day meeting at Bloomfield. 
Indiana, and all of those who assisted us in 
every way In meeting the obligations on our 
new meeting house. The congregations at 
Bicknell. Anderson and Martinsville. as well 
as the Mountain Sllrlngs church which waS 
abandoned due to the Crane Ammunition 
Depot, all aided materially in meeting one 
of our notes, and this was augmented by 
contributions [rom a number of Individuals. 
Thanks to alt.-Vea,rl 8111,ith. 

BLOOMFIELD MEETING 
The tormal openIng ot the Bloomfield 

(Ind.) place or worship wns held on April 
1 and 2. Near capacity crowds heard W. 
Carl Ketcherside at three services, and In 
the atternoon ot the Lord's Day the building 
was crowded out. Singing tor the services 
was directed by Charles Powell and Ellis 
Crum, Jr. The latter spoke at Bloomfield on 
April 9, betore returning to Calitornla for 
extensl ve work In the Oakland area. 

WORKERS TOGETHER 
This month we received two lists of titly 

names each, accompanied by two checks tOl' 
fifty dollars each. One was from W. R. 
Clark. Unionv1l1e, Missouri; the otber trom 
Harry Powell, Martinsville, [ndlana. Most 
of the names they sent were In sections re
mote from their own communities. Here ure 
brethren who have a sincere desire to take 
the gospel to nU mankind everywhere. Thank 
you, brethren! 



An Understanding Heart 
By JOHN H. PATRICK 

It just one wish of yours cou1d be granted 
for what would you ask? The youthlu l Sol
omon, facing this question, thought first ot 
riches, next of power, then of long life. But 
he decided that what be needed most was 
an understanding bearL And what Is so 
impOI'tant as this in any field of human can· 
cern? Take, tor example, the lite ot the fam
ily, It takes more than romance to make a 
happy bome. Romance bas to be transmuted 
into patient effort in understanding each 
other, if marriage is to be successfu1. 

Or consider the international se ne. No 
political machinery can of itseJ! produce the 
peace fOr which the world longs. There 
must be a great increase in world-wide sym
l1&thy and understanding. At present, mil
lions of people througbout the world are 
hungry, cold and bomeless. It we are indif
ferent to such conditions we shall look in 
vain for order and world peace. How des
J)erately the world needs an understanding 
heart. 

Solomon said (Prov. 47), "Wilh all thy 
getting get understanding." There seems to 
be a grave danger tn spiritual Israel today 
that members think all that is required. of 
them Is just to believe the Scriptures. We 
know tbat Is essential, but 1 do nol believe 
that any Christian can ever carry out his 
tull dual obligation to God and fellowmen, 
un less he strives to gain an understanding 
of God's Word. Let us not be content with 
knowing that we have a sound religious 
creed-the devils believe and tremble-but 
let us properly comprehend all that we have 
learned, and see that we l'ightly apJ)ly all 
we have been taught. Let us "be not chil
dren in understanding ... but in under
standing be men" (1 Cor. 14: 20). 

ROBERTS COMMENDED 
The church at 21st and Madison Avenues, 

Anderson, Indiana, has just completed a 
study of four weeks In Hebl'ews. This study 
was conducted by L. C. Roberts, and was 
greaUy aided by the beautiful cbarts he has 
made and uses to help the class grasp the 
contrasts in the two covenants. We heartIly 
recommend Bro. Roberts to the churches 
everywhere for Bible stUdies, since he has 
conducted previous studies fOr us ot one 
month dumtion in Isaiah and Ephesians, 
demonstrating a great knowledge of the 
Word and an earnest desire to commit the 
same to faithrul men that they may teach 
others also. We urge you to take advantage 
ot the knowledge of such sound raithful men 
while they are yet with us.-M1.tr~ Howarct, 
John B. Wash, Elders. 

TWENTY·TWO RESPONSES 
Twenty-two persons responded to the gos

pel invitation during the two weeks' meet
ing at Phillipsburg, Kansas, wbicb closed 
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April 19. Bro. Clyde King did the immers
ing of those who confessed their faith in 
Jesus. He is highly esteemed for his work's 
sake by the entire community. Song service 
was ably directed throughout by Clifford 
Deistel', who will remain in Phillipsburg 
and carryon the work with the brethren for 
several months. Extra chairs were needed 
to accommodate the audiences e\'el'y night 
of the last week. Brethren from several con
gregations assisted, with the church at Agra 
giving excellent support to the entire meet· 
ing. The preaching in the special sel'ies was 
by W. Carl Ketcherside. 

ELLINGTON, MISSOURI 
Bro. Seamon Beck immersed 2 here on 

April 9. Two others recently took their 
stand with us. Bro. Fred Killebrew began 
our meeting April 24, and we are expecting 
to hold our annual all-day meeting June 4. 
E\'el'yone is invlted.-Guy Gastineau. 

CLAYPOOL, ARIZONA 
We average 25 per Lord's Day in atten

dance. The mining company has leased us 
a lot and we expect to bOrrOW the money 
personally and build a meeting house. We 
have $1900 in our treasury. and last year 
spent $618.74 in dOing mission work else
where. We expect to keep tbls up, fOr we 
want to see others share in tbe gospel. ' Ve 
enjoy Ule MISSION M""~SSENm:R, which gets 
belter each lssue.-Vern Atwell. 

NEW TESTAMENT COMl\IENTARY 
Johnson's Peoples' New Testament With 

Notes, in two large volumes is the best tor 
teachers and students of the New Testa
ment. Both books tor $5. Order today! 

A NEW CONGREGATION 
BJ'o. Fred K1llebrew announces the start

ing of a new congregation at Bloomfield, 
Missouri. on April 23. This will be another 
link in the chain ot chUrches located in 
south Missouri and given new impetus by 
the work of Brother Killebrew and young 
evangelists who are laboring and training 
with him. We salute the new congregation 
and the faithfu l ones who made it possible. 
There wel'e 2 restorations to the faith in 
Fred's meeting with Bridge church, near 
Dexter (Mo.) recently. 

KANSAS CITY BIBLE STUDY 
The elders at 26th and Spruce Streets, 

Kansas Cit)", Missouri, announce a Bible 
Study to be conducted from Jan. 1 to Feb. 
9 ne..'Xt year, with Robert Brumback direct
ing. Sessions will be of 1'n hours dut·atlon. 
From JaD. 1-26, morning sessions will be 
devoted to a study ot 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 and 
2 Kings, and Isaiah. The evening subjects 
will deal with the church and Its work. 
Fl'om Jan. 29 - Feb. 9, morning sessions will 
be devoted to a study ot "ChrJstian Living." 
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The night studies will t:eature an analytical 
8J)J)l'oach to Galatians. In this period there 
will be an afternoon song instruction period 
by Roy Harris. On Saturday nights there 
will be special teaching in preparation of 
Bible lessons, sermon ouUlning and public 
speaking. Requests for further Information 
and for housing accommodations should be 
addressed to: Mrs. Edith Gunn, 2314 Elm
wood Street, Kansas City, Missouri. 

THANKS A MILLION! 
In addition to the mulliple subscriptions 

credited on page 10 ("Over the Top") the 
following have sent in 5 or more this 
month: Wtlliam Smith, 5; Darrell Bolin, 5; 
Alfred Lee Bowman, 5; W. N. Inman. 5; 
Thomas H. Booth, 5; Robert Barker, 8; Ber
tram Wilson, 10; Vern Atwell, 5. Other 
names may be found on page 12. Thanks to 
all of you. 

YOU CAN HELP 
We SOlicit your cooperation in sending In 

immediately any change of address. It costs 
us money every time you move, and more if 
you do not notify us. Prompt l'enewal of 
subscriptions upon receipt of the first notice 
will also aid the paper. 

TO HELP YOU STUDY 
Commentary on Acts (McGarvey) $3; 

Commentary on Romans (Lard) $3; Com
mentary on Hebrews (~Ulligan) $3; Com
mentary on Genesis to Ruth (Zerr) $4; 
Commentary on 1 Samuel to Job (Zerr) $4; 
Teacher's Thin Bible with concordance. 
Leather bound and leather lined, $10. We 
will send any of these books immediately 
uJ)on order. 

CALIFORNIA l\IEETING 
Brethren everywhere are asked to remem

ber the tour day meeting at Stockton, Cali
fornia, May 27·30. Attend and enjoy a great 
period of ChrisUan tellowship. 

WARRENSBURG, MISSOURI 
The annual all-day meeting at this place 

will be held on June 4, and you are urged to 
attend and strengthen the little group ot 
disciples with your presence. 

FOURTlI OF JULY 
Plans are going forward for a great three 

day meeting at Martinsville, I ndiana. Spend 
the national holiday in the service at the 
Lord. Plan now to attend! 

Hand your paper to a friend when you 
have read it. ' Ve'll send a free sample ot 
this paper to your triends! 

Renew your subscripUon at once! 

We promise you a real issue in J une. 
Don't miss it! 



MISSION MESSENGER 

II 
'THIS and 'THA'T f rom HERE 

Mrs. Floyd B. Coleman, Waterloo (Ind.) 
saY8 the paper Is like a letter trom borne. 
o •• Fred KJltebl'ew reports the church at 
Etterville (Mo.) doing remarkably well .... 
George Kreeger, Independence (Mo.) com
mends the MrS810N MESSENGER tor Impar
tiality In selection of subjects necessary to 
present day needs .... Edward Anthony. 
welgbing 9 Ibs., 4 oz. arrived at the Wllliam 
Hensley borne. March 17 .... J. H. Mabery 
enthusiastically reports 2 added by immer
sion. 2 by m embership transfer and 1 by 
confession of wrong, at Fredericktown (Mo.) 
on March 19 ... . Thanks to Eugene Sud
deth, Des Moines (Iowa) tor flve subscrip.
tiODS •••• Owen Tau} commends highly our 
last Issue. He Is principal ot the schools 
at Lilbourn (Mo.). ... Sidney Harbottle, 
Leicester, England, reports the faithful con
gregation growing in attendance . . . . Sister 
'V. D. Pierce, Eldon (Mo.) commends the 
outstanding lessons delivered so fearlessly 
by Fred Killebrew at EttervLlle. _ .. W. P. 
Worthington, Tecumseh (Kansas) says be 
enjoys the paper so much that he tries to 
pass It along to others for their benefit .. . . 
"Good reading and wonderful exhortation" 
Is the way Elbur Fritz, Des Moines (Iowa) 
expresses his feeling about the paper. _ .. 
John Hartsock, Brownsburg (Ind.) says it 
Is one of the finest papers ever published. 
Thanks! . . . Mrs. Henry Owens, Lyons 
(Ind.) wlsbes us success In the attempt to 
restore the Jerusalem chUrch .... Two ac
cepted the gospel plan at salvation at Elling
ton (Mo.), March 26, at the close of the 
message by Willard Young .... One im
mersed at Champaign (l11 . ) in the meetlng 
by Arthur Freeman .... The tamlly a! Bro. 
EUts Crum deSire to express appreciation 
to the brotherhood tor your kindness tn the 
death of their loved one ... . Harold Hays 
conducted funeral services for Alonzo 
Landes, of Old Scotland church, on March 
21. He was over 75 years of age. James 
Truitt condUcted tuneral services for Sister 
Nancy Skinner at Old Scotland on March 22. 
We extend our sincere sympathy to all of 
the bereaved .... Bro. Bays also reports the 
wedding ceremonies at his home for Ernest 
Hilsabeck and Marilyn Joyce McBride, both 
of whom were from Barnard; and for Alar
Yin Lewis Gregory and Ruby Boatwright, 
both tram Stanberry, Missouri. ... Wilford 
Landes reports his enjoyment tn the work 
at PaineSVille (OhiO) supported by Bloom
ington (Ind.), Hammond (111.), and Kansas 
City (6Srd and Blue Ridge). After Sep
tember 6, Bro. Landes will be available for 
meetings, Bible stUdies, development work, 
etc., and will assist the chUrch wherever 
called. Addr ... him at Box 6, Lyons (Ind.). 

... J . E. Goforth commends the work of 
Chad Freeman at St. Joseph (Mo.) and teUs 
us Robert Brumback began a study there 
April 9 .. .. Congratulations to Mildred and 
Ray 'Vol'ford, Kenneth and Frances Fleck, 
Elmer and Martha Crocker, Earl and Dathel 
Russell (all of Saint Louis). These couples 
aU stepped Into the role of parents during 
the month past. . . . The engagement of 
Elizabeth Gingrich to Carlos Turner bas 
been announced. We rejoice with these two 
California Christians nnd send congratula' 
tions . ... Bernell Weems reports 6 added 
by memberShip transfer at Denver (Colo.) 
recently .... Three added at Saint Louis 
(Soutbwest Church) on April 2 . ... We are 
sorry to report that Bro. 'V. G. Roberts sut
fered an attack at pneumonia about Aprll 1. 
He was removed to the home at bls son In 
Mattoon (Ill.) .. .. Ralph Scott Mulraney 
arrived on March 28 to bless the home of 
Ralph and Dorothy Mulraney, Long Beach 
(Calif.). Congratulations! ... Paul Ketch
erside reports 6 Immersed, 2 restored, 2 
added by membership transfer at Bartles
ville (Okla.) in the first two weeks of his 
meeting. . .. The congregation at Phoenix 
(Ariz.) needs the assistance of the taithful 
in securing a meeting place. Forward a con
tribution to Wilbur Storm, 113 North 4th 
Avenue, Glendale, Arizona. Do it at once! 
... Glenn Slater reports a good Bible Study 
with L. C. Roberts at Cowgill (Mo.) ... . 
Maude Crenshaw, Reedley (Calif.) enjoys 
the paper so much she wants others to read 
It ... The editor will be at Cowgill (Mo.) 
on May 13 and 14. There will be three ser
vices and basket dinner on May 14, with 
evening services on the 13. The congrega
tion invites you to attend . . .. Funeral ser
vices were conducted for Sister Armon, at 
Bonne Terre (Mo.) March 27. We extend 
our sympathy to the family. '" We salute 
Helen I rene who came to bless the home ot 
Bro. and SIster Alvin Keen, Topeka (Kans.) 
March 21 .... William Hensley will conduct 
the Vacation Bible Study at GaJlatin (Mo.) 
this year. His new address Is: 131 South 7th 
St., New Castle, Indiana. ... Winford Lee 
wlll be in n meeting at Speedway City, In
dianapolis (Ind.) May 14·28 . .•. Kenneth 
Van Deusen begins a meeting at Excelsior 
Springs (Mo.) May 1 . . .. Bro. Hensley be
gan a series of meetings at Kirksville (Mo.) 
Apr. 24 .. .. James Truitt has worked with 
the churches at Antioch, Old Scotland and 
Excelsior Springs, (Mo.) the past four 
months . . .. Jobn Patrick Is now tn a meet
Ing at Bolivar (Penn.) to continue until May 
14, to be followed by 2 weeks of development 
work .... C. W. Rehkop, Pomona (Calif.) 
thanks the donor of his gift subscription 
and enjoys reading the paper. . . . John 
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Patrick immersed 1 at Hammond (Ill.) April 
3 .... L C. Roberts reports exceUent atten
dance and Interest In the Bible Study he Is 
conducUng at Anderson (Ind.) .. .. CIUtord 
Deister will conduct the Vacation Study at 
Agra (Kansas) this summer . . .. W. R. Clark, 
Unionvl1le (Mo.) has retired after 64 years 
tn business, received a timely and lengthy 
writeup In the UnlonvlJle Republican. He 
declares his Intention to spend the remain
der a! his days in furthering the gospel In 
every way he can. . . . Emma Crawford, 
Miami (Florida) says she enjoys reading 
the paper. . . . Ruth Thomas, McQueeney 
(Texas) expresses appreciation for the ar
ticles on the sabbath and divine healing. 
· . . F. L. Rosebery, Des Moines (Iowa) 
appreciated the article on the sabbath day 
question, as well as Bro. Loney's writing .... 
\Ve are deeply grieved at the paSSing of 
Grandma Dawson, at Windsor (Canada). 
She meant much to Us In her quiet English 
way . ... Thanks to Bertram and Faye Wil
son, Springfield ('Mo.) tor ten subscriptions 
sent in. . . . Orma} Seamon spoke for the 
bretbren at Rapid City, South Dakota, April 
9 .... Marvin BoutwelJ, Jr. and Ruby Gibson 
were united In marriage at the 63rd and 
Blue Ridge Blvd., meetinghouse, on April 15. 
Congratulations! . . . Roy Harris is assisting 
churches In the Springfield (Mo.) area wbile 
attending Southwest Missouri State College. 
· .. Edward Buttram was at Neosho (Mo.) 
April 16 .... Roy Harris and Carl Isham 
were witb the PepSin (Mo.) church on the 
same date .... Merrill C}al,"k spoke for the 
congregation In Phoenix (Ariz.) April 9. 
· . . Ellis Crum, Jr. is resuming his Cali
fornia work .... One immerSed at Bonne 
Terre (Mo.) on April 10 .... We are sorry 
to hear of the stroke suffered by our aged 
brother Weekly at Exeter, California .... 
Norman Selby of Independence spoke at 
Kansas City (6305 Dlue Ridge) April 10 .... 
Our sympathy goes to the family of our 
beloved brother Mont Burton, Chillicothe 
(Mo.) who departed tllis lite as a result at 
cerebral stroke .... A. 'V. Harvey reports 
1 immersed at Bloomington (Ind.) April 16. 
· .. Dallls and Mae Artis, Decatur (III.), 
say they e.njoy every Issue at the paper .... 
Tom Booth, Pomona. (Calif.), says the paper 
Improves each month .... Robert Brumback 
who bas just concluded a Bible study at St. 
Joseph (Mo.) reports also that 1 was re
stored tn his work at Independence (Mo.) . 
· .. Worship at Rapid City (S. Dakota) on 
your western trip . .. . Enroute to the great 
southwest visit Farmington (N. Mex.), 
Globe and Phoenix (Ariz.) .... W. Carl 
Ketcherside is In a two weekB study of the 
tabernacle In St. Louis at present. 
Send us news of your congregation! 


