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BACK TO THE BIBLE 
RADIO SERMON BY THE EDITOR 

1.'he Churches ot Christ Bre today engaged 
In a great restoration movement, a sincere 
effort to restore to this earth the pure and 
simple worship and 
work ot the church as 
given us by ChrIst and 
set up by the apostles. 
We nre not interested 
with reforming some 
particular cburch. but 
we desire to return to 
this eartb, as it' was 
in the beginning. the 
One Body, the church 
tor which Jesus died. 
We enlist in this great 
ettorl all those ot our listeners who are tired 
ot the sectarian fighUng and schism that 
ex.ists on this earth today. We invite your 
investigation of our hopes, alms and plea! 

You nre interested naturally in what the 
results would be it the restoration move
ment at which we speak should he success
ful. Let us consider n few of the things 
which would be achieved It all at us would 
abandon our sectaria.n names, creeds nnd 
doctrines and aU unite on the Dible as our 
only rule of faith nnd practice. 

There are a great many small lowns and 
vUlages where there are three or tour 
churches. These spend their time fighting 
ench other Instead at overcoming the sin 
and degradation that Is about them. The 
torces at righteousness nre weakened by the 
attempts at those who protess to be children 
at God. Now it all would cease their divis
ive actions and come back to the Bible and 
the Bible alone and be gutded thereby, we 
would eliminate all at the m-teellng. bate 
and malice engendered by religious division 
In the past. There could be one church in 
the community serving its every need, look
Ing atter the temporal weltare at its mem
bers, and preaching the gospel to save the 
souls at all wbo would come nnd hear. 

We are not divided over the things which 
the Bible teaches. We are divided over the 
things which it does not teach. Let us drop 
those things and begin a sincere search tor 
what God requires at us, then let us tallow 
after those things earnestly, diligently and 
profitably. Let us rise above the littleness 
at sectarian tendencies and be ready to re
store the truth as laid down by Jesus. The 
pattern he gave us for the church was not 
one tor just a century but tor every age at 
the world until He comea again. 

Communities have been rent In twain In 
time past: hearts have been broken, homes 
divided and many Uves ruined simply be
cause ot the unscrlptural divisions which 
have been fotsted upon the world In the 
name of religion. Allot this could be elim
inated. There would need to be .just one 
church tn any locality to serve its every 
spiritual requirement and to save the souls 
ot the listeners-and the Bible tec'lches that 
there Is but ONE which can do that. It is 
not a sectarian denominntlon. How true it 
Is In these days that a community may be 
keeping up a dozen rival sects, and none of 
them be the one tor wblch Jesus shed His 
blood. Let's go back to the New Testament 
church. 

This will mean that there wlll be no hu
manly arranged divisions among those who 
love the Lord. All enn be Christians and 
Christians only. There will be no distinc
tions such as clergy and laity. There wtlJ be 
no distinctions ot a denominational nature. 
There will be DO distinctions as to color or 
race but all men will find a welcome in the 
Body or the Lord. Jesus intended that there 
be but one told. and we should strive to ef· 
feet that intention. All at the Lord's sheep 
are to be In one common grouP. wearing the 
Lord's name and not tagged with some la· 
bel which Isn't even tound In the Bible. 

There will be no fences built by men to 
separate the flock Into Utt1e divisions over 
this creed or that. We win not Bay to one 
man, "You are colored and even though you 
Bre one of God's chUdren and our brother, 
you cannot be welcome at our Lord's Table." 
We will take away the "Jim Crow" laws 
which afrect even reUglon and worshtp at a 
common Father at Bla throne. All of God's 
family can be one In heart, In worship and 
in work for the Master. All Christians can 
have a common heritage and a common 
service even 8S they all have but One 
Father which Is In heaven. No one has a 
copyright to the OUe "Our Father" and the 
color ot a man's skin does not denote his 
fttness or unfitness to enter heaven. In the 
church men should be judged on the basis 
ot the color of their hearts toward Qi)d. 

One ot the greatest sins In this present 
day Is the tact that so many want to serve 
God, but they go beyond that which Is writ
ten. They may be baptized tnto Christ and 
then they are not satisfied to be just In 
Christ and In the chUrch to which God adds 
them, but they must go and Join themselves 
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to some othel" institution, and wear a see
tartan Otle and preach a sectarian doctrine. 
It the New Testament church can be re
stored, men will be Christians-Just Chris
tians-not some special brand, blend or 
kind ot a Christian, but just that with noth· 
ing else added, tacked on behind, glued on 
In trant, or usurping the rights of the Word 
of tbe Lord. 

The Church Jesus died tor 1s big enough 
tor every ChrlsUan, just big enough. There's 
no reasOn tor anyone who wants to be a 
Christian being In any oUler religious body, 
and it one does want to be a Christian but 
goes into somethJng else religiously, he will 
lose His rights as a Christian. It Is e'videot 
that such rights exist only in Christ-In His 
Body! All other organizations at a religious 
nature than the One Body are absolutely un
necessary. God doesn't want them, tor Jt 
He had he would have said so tn His Holy 
'Vord. He neither mentioned them, hinted 
at or suggested them. Instead Jesus prayed 
tor his disciples that "They all may be one 
as thou Father art In me and I In thee, that 
they all may be one In us that the world 
may believe that thou hll8t sent me." 

God has placed salvation, and other spir
itual bleSSings, In the One Body. the church 
which Jesus estabUshed. There isn't any
thing that you need to get to heaven which 
Is peculiar to any denomination. The things 
that are peculiar to, and go to make, sec
tarian bodies are the things that you don't 
need in order to get to heaven. There Is 
not a thing of a distinctive nature required 
to please God that cannot be found In the 
church ot the New Testament. It any other 
religious body has anything that Is neces
sary to please God It was borrowed tram the 
New Testament churCh. All t.hings that per
tain to lIte and godliness you can find In 
the church of Christ. Anything which you 
do not tlnd there, does not pertain to lite 
and godliness and you will be as well or 
better ott without It. 

Much at our time and effort today is 
spent (n building up little divisive Instltu
Llons whIch sap the lite, spiritual and oth· 
erwise out ot the community and religiOUS 
worship. Special drives must be put on for 
money to build church buildings tor rival 
Institutions both of which claim to be tak
Ing people to heaven, and neither ot which 
may be reterred to In the Bible, certalnly 
not recognized as a vehicle of salvation. 
\Vhat a vast amount ot time. money and 
effort could be saved if all men were united 
In a common purpose. and sought only to 
build each other up tn the most holy talth; 
tollowlng atter the things which make tor 
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peace and things wherewith one musL edify 
another. 

What a vasl force tor moral good the 
church could be in the world It a11 who 
professed faith (ought under one banner 
and as members ot the same company, rec
ognizing but one Captain, the Lord Jesus. 
The divided state ot so-called Christendom 
Is one ot the greatest negative factors 
which we must combat In these trying days. 
Small wonder that men are turned to doubt 
and skelJUcism when they consider all of 
the varIous fighting, warring, jarring re-
11glou8 bodies In the world! Let's stop all 
of this senseless combat and go back to the 
Bible and the New Testament church. 

Again we remind you that the chUrches of 
Christ sponsoring this program are Intel'
esled. grnvE'ly. seriously. earnestly Inter-
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ested In restoring once more the New Tes
tament church in all at its beauty and 
glory. We are not interested and refuse to 
become concerned with building up some 
human party upon a human creed. We 
plead that men turn their faces trom Rome 
to Jerusalem and let us go back to the early 
church tor our pattern and rule. There we 
find It as God gave It and as he wants It. 
Will you join with us in this noble etrort1 
Will you go with us upon Our return to that 
city [rom a spiritunl standpoint? 

We invite your investigation of OUI' plea 
and will appreciate your interest in the 
task which lies ahead. Certainly it will de
mand the best that all at us can give. We 
pray that you Jllay be one who will help in 
this task! May God grant us all grace to 
see and do the right thing. 

THAWING OUT THE DEEP FREEZE 
By ROY LONEY 

"Brethren, my beart's desire and prayer 
tor Israel Is that they might be saved" 
(Rom. 10: 1). ln this passage we learn that 

Paul saw a great need 
and his heart was 
moved with a fervent 
desire to remedy the 
condition. He was a 
Jew by hirth, and all 
the accumulated preju· 
dices at 1500 years of 
He b I' e w nationalism 
permeated the very sin
ews at his soul; so 
when Christianity 
arose he sn.w in it the 
greatest danger to Jewish carnal national' 
istic hopes and he hated it! There cerlainly 
was nothing passive about that hatred! It 
erupted into volcanic fury that scattered the 
Jerusalem church tar and wide. But, when 
the Lord whom he persecuted, appeared to 
him as a loving Redeemer on the Damascus 
road, his proud nnd haughty heart under
went a most astoniShing change. Soon he 
was preaching the faith which he once de
stroyed with all the Intensity of a thor
oughly consecrated soul. 

The sword of hatred wns sheathed tor the 
gospel at love that can bring universal 
peace and break down the wall of prejudice 
between Jew and Gentile, making both one 
in Christ. He no longer regarded the Jews 
as a "superior" race. He did not regard 
God as a mere tribal deity, but the father 
of all mankind. He became a religious in
ternationalist by accepting Christ's call to 
he an apostle to the Gentiles. SUll, he never 
forgot his own nation. He was like Moses, 
who while reared in the luxurious home of 
Phamoh's daughter was concerned tor the 
well-being or his own people, totting in 
sweat and tears under the lash of cruel 
taskmasters. Paul saw his own people en-

slaved by their prejudices and carnal hOI)es. 
wandering farther and Carther tram God. 
His heart burned with an Intense deSire to 
save them. There wns nothing passive about 
that desire either, lor It led him Into the 
gravest dangers at home and abroad. On 
his last trip to Jerusalem he wns I'epeatedly 
warned of awaiting danger, but undaun· 
tedly declared: "None of these things move 
me, neither count I my life dear unto my
selt that J might finish my course with 
joy." He went to Jerusalem, to his beloved 
but misguided people, and nearly lost his 
1Ite at'" their hands. He did not save bls na· 
tion. but he did save many individuals in 
it tram their sin and tatty. 

No one who loves the Lord can view with 
complacency tbe spiritual condition of the 
church today. Contentions and divisions 
work havoc and hinder the progress of the 
gospe1. Brother fights wIth brother, congre' 
gatlons are rent asunder. and we have lived 
to see men p..mphasize division as It it were 
n cardinal virtue ot the plan of God, regard· 
less ot the prayer of the suffering Savior 
that they all may be one. I truly believe 
that one of the greatest hindrances to peace 
and unity Is the indisputable and borrify
ing fact that in most cases estranged breth
ren simply do not deSire peace and unity! 
To tbem, those who are on the oppOSite side, 
must be forever regarded as the "untOUch
ables" of a heathen religion. 'Vhere is there 
a Paul who will arise in tears and say, 
"Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer tor 
spiritual Israel Is that it may attain to that 
degree of peace and unity that Is pleasing 
unto God." 

In most places where divisions have oc
curred, each side will vociferously maintain 
that It is fighting for "purity" rather than 
peace, and anyone 'who presumes to ques
tion that position must hereafter be reo 
garded as a spiritual outcast. J can and do 

conceive of a llUrity that is most unaccep· 
table unto God because It Is not based on a 
sincere desire to save the Impure among 
God's people. Paul knew his IJeople were 
wrong, yet his desire for their snh'ation led 
him right Into their midst to work and 
plead with them to turn back to God. It 
all who were allenated trom each other in 
the churcb today would earnestly and ac
tively seek to beal the wounds of war and 
repair the breaches in Zion's walls, we 
would see the dawning of a better day. With 
u strong deSire fol' peace, the warmth and 
Itlndness of Christian love would soon dis· 
sipute the fogs of misunderstanding, and 
"we would know each other better when the 
mists have cleared away!" 

The conditions at tellowship revealed in 
Christ's law are strict, It Is true. but It a 
group of brethren do wrong. I see no need 
at going Into a "deep treeze" as far as fUr
ther contact with them Is concerned. Even 
when they are dlsfellowshlpped, the divine 
command Is "Treat him not as an enemy 
but admonish him as n brothel''' (2 Thess. 
3: 15). How can such an admonition be 
given if we shut ourselves al.ol' a lotty 
"ivory tower" away from all contact with 
the erring ones? If they are as Sinful as 
you clnim. that Is all the more reason why 
you should desire 10 save them. Such a sit· 
uatlon might well he regal'ded as a wonder· 
ful opportunity to demonstrate our faith In 
the power of God's Word to accomplish His 
desires and purposes, and one at His great· 
est desires Is "that they all 'may be olle." 

'Vhat wtll it avail us it we become elo· 
quent in describing the malignity of sin. 
while we only stutter and stammer in our 
weak efforts to save the sinner1 It is quite 
possible that the barren fig tree (Luke 13: 
6·9) which tile master at the vineyard reo 
garded as but a cumberer ot the ground. 
could be made fruiUul through loving and 
tender care. The walls which separate 
hrethren In Christ are built by man, not 
God, and the higher you build them, the less 
sun shines in your own yard, tor high walls 
shut out sunshine. Let's tenr tbem down 
and thereby benefit ourselves 8S weli as the 
church. Our efforts In behalf of unity may 
not bring the result we desire, but one sat
Isfying result alwaY8 follows-such efforts 
bring peace and happiness to our own 
hearts, and draw us closer unto God! 

A man visited a mental hospital and 
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noted but a few guards among hundreds ot 
lunatics. He remarked to the guide: "It 
these lunatics would combine they could 
euslly overUlrow lhe few guards." The 
guide replied. "Lunatics never combine!" 
Are we, the Lord's peDllle. so mentally de-
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Helenl spiritually, that we cannot combine 
into one glorious army ot Invincible power 
to fight the devil? Must we torever waste 
our strength in fighting among ourselves? 
Shall the swOn! devoll." forever' Let liS seek 
peace and ensue it. 

"AS OTHERS SEE YOU" 
Ily ALIlEIlT E. WINSTANLEY 

"What is your oUlstandlng Impl'ession of 2. Song Lenden 
the churches in America?" This Queslion We don't have any "song leaders" here 
has been nsked muny times since my return either! We have "precentors.!' I know only 
to Britain. As [ look back o\'er those two loyal churches tn this country where 
crowllell mOlllhs Impressions galore crowd In the t)recentor taces the congregation. Else-
on my mind. Outstand· where he sits anywhere among the brethren. 
Ing in my book of memo When n hymn is announced everyone stands 
aries is the "fellow· nnd the pl"ecentol' leads the tune. 'Vhen you 
shir' or kindred minds." '·E'cognize it you join in. )f you don't-you 
Next comes the ave .. · don't! Seriously though, this Is not so dim· 
whelming hospitality or cult as it may sound. 1I;lost hymns become 
Chrlsllan homes, and "wedded" to particular tunes, and members 
third lbe wondertul grow familiar with the range of tunes used 

I. Congregalional 
Singing 

Brethren, I commend 
you on the excellence 
at your song service. lL wa$ II delight to us. 
Ot course, there were exceptions - but the 
general level of singIng was grand. This Is 
as it should be. We oppose Instrumental 
music In worship--but tbis Is no excuse tor 
l)Qor singing! Unaccompanied singing in 
worship is not only the riyllt I{·oy-it's til( ' 
best ' ICOY tool This was proved at the three 
day meeting in Speedway City. at Ham· 
Oland's Labor Day services. and in many 
another place. On these occasions we telt 
like saying with Burns: " , . compared wi' 
these, Italian trills nre tame ... " The sweet· 
est music heaven can bear Is that offered 
when God's people sing His praises with aU 
their heart. 

TwO things are immediately appal·ent In 
your congregallonnl stnging: 

1. Songbooks 
A brother in Saint Louis questioned 01(> 

about our "song bOoks," Well, We don't 
have an,y l-1oe use flhynm boo"~s" I I had 
one with me and handed It to him. "Why," 
he said in amazement, "this Is just like a 
book of poems!" He was right, too. Our 
hymn book contains 1036 hymns-and not a 
note of music! We sing the tunes from 
memory. Choice at tunes usually depends 
upon the one leading the singing. In your 
"song books" yOU have the music betore 
you, and consequently more brethren sing 
their respective parts. A new hymn book Is 
in preparation tor use by the churches here. 
It wtll contain about five hundred hymns
both words and music. The brethren who 
nre compiling this book are carefully read· 
ing and studying hundreds of hymns to 
guarantee a selection of scriptural songs. 

In their home congregations. It seemed 
strange to us at first. to see the precentor 
(pardon me-song Jeader!) standing out in 
tront keeping the assembly in time--or 
b·ying to! 

Though so much was so different from 
what we knew, your singing was an inspi· 
,·aUon to us. We shall never target the way 
you sang the songs ot Zion. 

Last month I promised to say more about 

II. Clo.e Communion 
Please remember what I pointed out In 

my last article. This phrase (an unscrlp· 
tural one. too) is otten used In your coun· 
try to mean something very different from 
what It means to us. Used at the practice 
ot churches here it means simply that tit" 
IJora's SlIpper is only lor 1nunerscd beliet:· 
"'·S. That is obviously taught in Acts 2: 41· 
42. The Lord's Table Is Inside the Lord's 
house (the Church) on the Lord's Day, lor 
"Ie Lora's people al01le. 

1. A Clear Statement 
"No one but a baptized believer in good 

standing bas the right to participate in the 
J..ord's Supper." So said E. M. Zerr during 
the "Open Forum" at Speedway City on 
Sunday, July 3, 1949. He stated simply and 
accurately a New Testament truth. This Is 
the "close communion" in which Churches 
of Chdst in Britain believe. 

2. A Pleasant Surprise 
My first Lord's Day In America was spent 

at Hartford, illinois. 'Vhat a wondertul day 
It was-though the heat was almost unbear· 
able, During the morning senlce we 
couldn't help noticing how many things 
were different. But there was a surprise in 
stol·e for us. Clarence Craver was In charge 
of the Supper. He spoke for a. few minutes 
before thanks was given. How my heart 
warmed to his words! Plainly, but In kindly 
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manner,. be outlined the Scripture teaching 
-that only those who believed, repented, 
and we I·e immersed had the right to par· 
take. It was just what I would have heard 
in my home congregation! 

3. A DilUlI.poinlrncnl 
This eXJ)erience led me to hOlle that such 

Iitutements betore the SUPI}er were common, 
I was keenly disB{)pointed to discover that 
this was not so. Only on a tew occasions 
did I hear similar statements when the dis· 
clples met to break bread. None put It bet· 
tel" than Brother Smith, elder, at Sulltvan, 
]lllnois. ] believe I told him atter the ser· 
vice that any non·member present must un· 
derstand he could not partake atter lhe defi· 
nlte but inoffensive way In which Brother 
Smith Indicated to whom this ordinance 
was deHvered. But In many churches little 
01" nothing was said. Sometimes we were 
told that the feast was "tot' the Lord's peo· 
ple"- but is this adequate? Would a "pious 
unlmmersed" person have any qualms about 
partaking atter a statement like that? 1t Is 
pointless to say that the Breaking of Bread 
is for the Lord's people unless all those 
present correctly understand who the Lord's 
people are! Ours Is the responsibility for 
making sure that people know whether they 
have the right to pal'take or not. 

I spoke to many brethren who were awake 
to the need for more teaching on this mat· 
ter. Some admitted that too otten it had 
been taken tor granted that everyone knew 
who should partake, I urge all to give care
tul consideration to this matter. If by un· 
concern or carelessness we allow the unim· 
mersed to break bread we destroy the force 
at the gospel appeal to the unsaved. Why 
prench baptism tor the remission of sins if 
Ihe unbaptized cnn have the blessings at the 
Christian lite without It? 

4. A l\felhod 

In this land the brother in charge at the 
Table almost invariably tells the people 
present who may scripturally partake. Usu· 
ally too, members bringing friends tell them 
betorehand wbat to expect. In addition, 
some churches bave doorkeepers, who wei· 
come a.1l comers as they enter the meeting· 
house. They discreetly enquire as to tbe 
Identity ot strangers. If the visitors are 
members of the Body Intormation is passed 
to the brother in cha'·ge and he welcomes 
them on behalt of lhe church. It not, lhey 
are kindly Informed of our position with 
regard to the Lord's Table. Some have sug. 
gested that this lalter course might drive 
people away from the services. This Is not 
our experience. Frequently It leads to use
ful (and fruittul) discussion. InCidentally, 
( have been devoting my lite to gospel 
1)I'eaching for some twelve years. During 
that time I have never known or heard of a 
single instance of an un Immersed person 
breaking bread in a faJthtul Church of 
Christ here. Nor do ( recall any who were 
offended because of thiB. 
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1 Thessalonians 4: 16 
The 'Part of this passnge that Is misunder· 

stood is the phrase "rise firsl" It Is com
monly tnterpreted to mean the same as 
"ttrst resurrection" In 
Revelation 20: 6. Re
gardless ot what may 
be said on the last ref
erence, the verse at the 
heading ot tbls arUcie 
has nothing to do with 
it. The idea ot a "first 
resurrection" in the 
sense ot numerical or
der is foreign to the 
Bible. There 18 to be 
no second Ulera! resur
rection, bence there could be no reason for 
talking about the first. All ot the scriptures 
on the subject or the lJteral resurrection ot 
the body teach 018t only ODe will OCCUr and 
that a ll classes or men wIll be raIsed tram 
the dead at that time. "The hour Is coming 
In wbtch ALL thnt are In the graves shaH 
henr his voice, and shall come forth" (John 
6: 28, 29). No matter how much figurative 
sense we give to "hour," the truth remains 
that it applies alike to both good and evIl, 
and that all will be brought out of theIr 
graves as one event. 

In the text ot OUI' heading Paul was not 
writing about the unrighteous dead at all, 

but only of the "dead In Christ" aDd at 
those in Christ who wiIl be "alive and re
main." This last phrase meanS the same as 
1 Corinthians 16: 51 and 1 Thessalonians 
5: 10. When J esus comes there will be 
talthful servants at Christ living on the 
earth. Tbey will be In their fleshly bodies 
aud hence not In the form that can enter 
heaven, although their true service will en
title them to such a place. Paul says tn 1 
Corinthians 15: 50 that flesh and blood can
not Inberit the kingdom of God. We know 
this means the everlasting kingdom after 
this world bas passed, since men in the 
flesh do enter the kIngdom on earth. These 
living Christians, then, must be changed "in 
a moment" from a fleshly to a spiritual body 
to be fit tor the everlasting kingdom. But 
the Lord wishes to have aU the faithful 
ascend In a body ("together"), bence the 
livIng In Cbrlst must walt until lbe "dead 
In Christ" ate raised with Immortal bodies. 
It is this walttng tor the resurrection ot the 
righteous dead that Is meant by the heading 
text. The idea of "first" as a reterence to 
the numerical order ot the resurrection is 
not in the text. Thayer defines this word 
"first" with the phrase "before anything 
else Is done," and that explains why the liv
ing saints will not "prevent" (go betore) 
the dead In Christ. 

WILL THE WICKED POSSESS 
IMMORTALITY? 

By L. C. ROBERTS 

Immortality is usually considered as syn· 
onymous with everlasting existence; but do 
the scriptures confirm this idea? There are 
two Greek words that 
appear eleven times in 
the New Testament 
that are rendered: "Im
mortality" 6 times, "in· 
corruption" 4 tim e 8, 

and "Sincerity" 2 times. 
These two words are 
used to reter to the tu· 
ture state ot man, and 
translators render el· 
ther word by "immor
tality" or "Incorrup
tion." A combined defln1t1on based on the 
lexicons might be given as, "deathlessness, 

incorl'uption, perpetutty. purity." Tbls defl· 
nition suggests that "immortality" is: pel" 
petual existence In purity, not subject to 
death or corrupUon. 

Let us examlne Bome of these passages. 
2 Timothy 1: 10 declares, "Life and immOr
tality has been brougbt to light througb the 
gospe1." "Life," bere refers to eternal lite 
and teaches that eternal lite and immortal
ity can be obtained only by obedience to the 
gospel. These are not only a result of obe
dience to the gospel of. Christ, but they 
must be sought. "To those who by patience 
in well·doing seek for glory, honor and im
mortality, he will give eternal IIfe" (Rom. 
2: 7). The wicked do not seek for these, 
and verses 8 and 9 state, "But for those who 
are facUous and do not obey the truth. but 

obey wickedness, there will be wrath and 
fury; trIbulation and distress." (Revised 
Standard rendering.) In 1 CorintbJans 16: 
60-54 these two original words are rendered 
"incorruption" three times and "immortal· 
tty" twice. That Paul Is referring only to 
the resurrection of the righteous Is evident 
trom his concluding statements, "Death Is 
swallowed up In victory," and that this vie-
tory comes through Our Lord Jesus Christ. 
This entire chapter considers only the res· 
urrection of the righteous. (Notice verses 
18, 20 and 24.) 

It is not uncommon fOr New Testament 
wrIters when rererring to "the resurrection 
of the dead" to apply only to the righteous. 
Chrl.t says (Luke 20: 35·38), "But they 
which shall be accounted worthy to obtain 
tbat world and the resurrection trom the 
dead .. . are equal unto the angels; and are 
the children or God, being the children ot 
the resurrection!' 'Vhlle those living under 
the law had a hazy and uncertain Idea of 
tbe resurrection as contrasted with those of 
the gospel age, yet they labored "that they 
might obtain a better resurrection" (Reb. 
11: 35). It was tbe resurrection of the 
righteous that Paul had in mind when be 
mentioned living so that "It by any means 
1 might attain unto the resurrection or tbe 
dead" (Phil. 3: 11). The resurrection to 
immortality that Paul sougbt was that his 
"vUe body may be fashioned like unto bis 
glorious body" (Pbll. 3: 21 and 1 Cor. 15: 
49). 

One meaning ot "immortality" is, "not 
subject to death." Death Is separation. Ot 
the wicked It I. said. "And death and hell 
were cast Into the lake ot fire. This is the 
second death. And whosoever was not 
found written tn the book of lite was cast 
Into lhe lake of ftr." (Rev. 20: 14·15). 
"Where the worm dieth not and the fire is 
not quenched" (Mark 9: 44) . This is e~'ist
ence, but In separation "tram the presence 
at the Lord, and the glory at bls power" (2 
Thess. 1: 9), which Is In sharp contrast to 
the happy existence in purity that shall be 
the lot of · the righteous described In the 
next verse, "When he shall come to be glorl· 
fied in his saints, and to be admired in al1 
them that beHeve In that day." "And so 
shall we (the righteous) ever be with the 
Lord" (1 Tbe ••. 4: 17). 

Yes, the wicked will be resurrected, but 
not to immortality, "FOr all that are in the 
graves shall hear his voice, and shaH come 
forth; they that have done good unto the 
resurrection of life; and those that have 
done evil, unto the resurrection ot damna· 
tlon" (Jobn 6: 28·29 and Dan. 12: 2). Im
mortality is an attribute ot God and belongs 
solely to Him. "Who only hath immortalIty" 
(1 Tim. 6: 13·16; 1: 17). That fs, fmmor· 
tallty Is essentially and inherently God's 
and bas been given to the Son (John 6: 26) 
and wl11 be given to all those thnt are abe
dfent to Rls will. (See 1 John 6: 11; 2 Tfm. 
4: 8.) 



MISSION MESSENGER 

ORGANIZATIONAL CHARITY 
By W. CARL KETCHERSIDE 

One of the greatest coustanllhreats to the 
church Is insUtutionallsm. which by its 
very nature "corrupts from the slmpUclty 
that is In Christ." There is no fieid of re· 
ligious activity which bas not felt its blight· 
ing touch tn the past; nODe which Is safe 
trom it in the future. The work of the 
church may be elasslfted as evangelistic, ed· 
ucational and cbarltable. The first of these 
has to do with gospel proclamation tor the 
conversion of sinners; the second with their 
training and development into activated 
spiritual Boldters; the third with the relief 
of their physical needs and discomforts. For 
allot these the church was perfectly 
equipped by its Divine Founder. Anything 
which comes within the realm of spiritual 
responslblllty can be done in, by and 
through the church. Whether it be the con
version at sinners or the sanctification at 
saints, all that God wants done may be done 
by the church. It done acceptably to Him it 
must be done that way. It it cannot be done 
that way, It Is something which He does not 
want done. 

In spite at all this, men have established 
other organizations to carry out the evan
gelistic responsibility at lhe c h u r c h. 
Whether supported by money from the 
church treasury. or by money withheld from 
It and given individually, we have concluded 
that a missionary society is wrong. It has 
no right to exist. Nevertheless, our digres· 
sive brethren do not concern themselves 
with this feature. They spend their time 
and energies in seeking means and methods 
at 8upport tor that which has no scriptural 
right of existence. They brand a8 "antis" 
and "hobbyists" those who 11ft up their 
voices in protest against the organization as 
an innovation. 

This Is a characteristic ot all extra-insti
tutionalism. After it Is inaugurated and 
like a leech begins to feed upon the finan
cial prosperity at God's people, those who 
are guilty of fOisting it upon the brother
hood, shut their hearts against any further 
investigaLion as to whether this humanism 
has any inherent right to exist, but concern 
themselves wbolly with the question of bow 
It can be perpetuated. It the voice at one 
crying In the wilderness Is lifted up in pro
test, it is silenced by tbat age-old stigma of 
prejudice, "He is an anti," or "He is a hob
byiat." The uninformed take up the chant 
and stop thei r ears. This is not the way of 
TRUTH. which ever welcom~s Investiga
tion and re-examination. 

'Vhat has been said about missionary so
cieties to make disciples, can also be af· 
firmed of educational societies (parochial 
schools) to train disciples, and aid societies 
(organized chartered homes) to relieve the 
needs at disciples and others. A few months 
ago when a considerable controversy was 
being waged in the pages of Firm. FOllnda-

lion, I wrote a personal letter to the editor. 
r pOinted out that there were really three 
sides to the Question about Bible colleges. 
They were questioning whether the human 
organization should be supported by the 
church, or by Individual Christians. I ques· 
tloned the right of the organization to ex
Ist in the first place. I enclosed a brief ar
ticle in which I suggested that If one had 
an animal tied up to his house. a,nd that 
animal was the type that might wreek the 
house, he should not Sl)end his time arguing 
whether his wi.le should feed it from food 
placed upon the table, or whether the chil
dren should feed It with food filcbed from 
the pantry. 'Vhy not just get rid of the 
thing altogether, nnd thus stop the fuss and 
make everybody happy? I never heard from 
my arUcle. Apparently you dare not ques
tion the rIght ot anything to exist which 
some of "our greatest minds" In the broth
erbood have devised. 

J do not expect that what 1 say herein 
wi1l be given any serious consideration by 
our brethren who are enthusiasts for auxil
iary institutions. I am not a graduate of 
one of "our" schools, my college work hav
ing been done 1n one of the "infidel" state 
schools where practically all of the teachers 
ot "our schools" go to get their special de
grees. I am branded a "Sommerite" (what
ever that is) and I am an "anti." The truth 
is that I am called the same names by our 
new digressive brethren which they in turn 
are called by the "Old Digressives." But r 
have earnestly pra.yed over the condition of 
spiritual Zion eve,· since I left the Lutheran 
church, and I cannot but 11ft up my VOice. 
feeble though it may appear amidst the 
clamor and din ot the "big business" in the 
church, and protest what I sincerely believe 
will resutt in another apostasy. I write 
these things charitably, wUh no malice 
against any person, not even those who 
have heaped opprobrium UDOn my name be
cause of my stand. My words are carefu])y 
weigh,ed for I must meet them before the 
eternal bar at justice. 

Orphan Hom.e Organizations 
Because our opposition to orphan home 

organizations set up by members ot the 
church is most difficult for the average 
brother to understand, I set forth thereon 
my convictions In this first article which is 
the forerunner at othel's scheduled for this 
year. I belfeve it is the duty of every child 
of God to relieve the needs of others less 
fortunate than himself. It is not enough to 
heed the age-old Injunction "Ye shall not 
amict any widow or fatherless child" (Ex
odus 22: 22). That Is negative, but p081tive 
action Is also required. "Learn to do wen; 
seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge 
lhe fatherless, plead for the widow" (Isa. 
1: 17)_ These great humanitarian principles 
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of the Old Covenant are likewise binding 
under the New Economy, where "Pure and 
undefiled religion. _ . is to visit the father
less and widows In their afl'lIction" (James 
1: 27). No one can be a ChristJan who 
closes his ears, heart, or pocketbook against 
the needy. The observance ot formal rites 
of pubHc worship services becomes an abom
Ination unto God upon the part of those 
who forget that He has said, "1 will have 
mercy and not sacrifice." 

I do not oppose caring for orphans. To do 
so would be ridiculous and absurd tor any 
professed Christian. Yet, no charge is more 
commonly made against us by advocates of 
organized homes. Missionary society pro
moters charge that we do not believe in mis
sion work it we do not endorse the human 
society. Bible college apologists charge that 
we do not believe 1n education because we 
cannot, from a heart filled with conviction, 
endorse their human society. Must one en
dorse every human organization originated 
by man's ingenuity In order to believe in 
the Lord's work? Has it come to pass that 
we cannot believe in preaching the Word, 
developing Christians, and caring for the 
needy, through the One Body? Was the 
early church faithtul when It spread the 
gospel, traLned men for Christian service 
and cared for the destitute without special 
institutions with presidents, vice-presidents, 
secretaries, superintendents, matrons and a 
dozen other humanly-ordatned omcers? If 
so, can we not be faithful today on the same 
baSis? 

Our Reopotuibility to II.e Nudy 
The church Is not directly responsible for 

relieving nll the needy or the world. This is 
admitted by those who support orphan home 
organizations. If they argue otherwise. they 
certainly are not living up to their respon· 
slblUty, nor could they do so. Responsibil
ity Is limited by the "abitlty to respond" 
and the churCh does not have the ability to 
relleve all the suffering on earth. And 
though it may bring about angry denial, I 
afDrm that the relief of bodily needs Is not 
the prime purpose at the church at all. It 
Is secondary and an outgrowth of tbe prin
ciples Involved in the fundamental reason 
for the existence at the church. 

The church Is first and foremost a spIri
tual InsUtution, and Its major task Is the 
saving of souls. The tenor of the New Tes· 
tament which is Its charter Is In favor ot 
this. When the first conOict arose In the 
churcb over the care of the destitute, the 
apostles told the entire congregation "It Is 
not desirable that we should give up preach· 
ing the Word of God to distribute food ... . 
Pick out seven men ot good standing .. . 
and we will put them In charge of this mat
ter. wbile we devote ourselves to prayer and 
to delivering the message" (Acts 6: 24). 
Wielding the sword of the SplrJt was more 
Important than handl1ng a carving knife; 
breaking the bread of Hte took precedence 
over the baking of biscuits. 
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When the apostles at Jerusalem saw that 
the gospel ot the uncil'cumcision was en
trusted to Paul they gave to blm and Bar
nabas the right hands ot fellowship that 
they should take that gospel to the beathen. 
Paul Bays "Only they would that we re
member the pOOr, the same wh ich I was 
forward to do" (Gnl. 2: 10) . Roy E. Cogdill, 
In Gospel Guaraian, January 5, 1950, page 2, 
writes "It must be obvious that the very 
natur~ or this 'work ot ministering' subor
dinates It to the Dreachlng of the gospel and 
the saving of the souls of men. This work 
or ministering bas to do with physical ne
cessities and physical 8ulTerlngs; preaching 
tbe gospel bas to do wltb eternal salvation 
and the forgiveness or sins, " 1 agree! 

Our charily toward others Is a necessary 
by-product of our relationship to Christ. 
"We know wbat love means from the fact 
Lhat he laid down his lite for us; so we also 
ought to lay down our lives for the breth
ren. But it someone who is rich sees his 
brother in need and closes bls heart against 
him, how can he have any love for God in 
hiS heart?" (1 John 3: 16,17). The full and 
complete surrender to Christ crucifies the 
old man of sin. A changed character with a 
dltrerent attitude toward others Is the re
Bult. Selfishness Is put to death, and self
denial lllkes Its plaee. The Indwelling Spirit 
assists us to produce tbe fruits of "love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness," etc. 
(Gal. 5: 22). Every department of life, 
every relationship, Is affected by tbls alter
ation of attitude. We must manifest it by 
"love in deed and In truth" (1 John 3: 18). 
We "10V6 one another, for love comes from 
God. and everyone who loves is a chl1d of 
Ood, and knows God" (1 John 4: 7) . The 
primary purpose of the church Is to declare 
the truth which makes men free. The ac
ceptance of that truth frees men from self
ishness. and all who accept nre thus bound 
together In a common brothel·hood. Out of 
this relationship stems a secondary obliga
tion as a very part of the transformed Ufe, 
a willingness to sbare cheerfully with otb
ers less fortunate, as opportunity affords. 
"So then whenever we have an opportunity, 
let us do good to a ll men, especially to those 
who belong to the tamlly of the faith" (Gat. 
6: 10). 

The charitable obligation of the Christian 
begins at home in bis care tor distressed 
relatives. "Whoever falls to provide for his 
own relatives, and particularly for members 
of bls own family, has disowned the faith 
and is wOrse than an unbeliever" (1 Tim. 
5: 8). While tbls was written specifically 
with regard to widows we are certain that 
Jt npplles in principle to the fatherless also. 
Tf my brother dies and leaves his little chil
dren, It is my duty to the extent of ability 
to provide tor them and their widowed 
mother. It t refuse to do this I have denied 
the faith! My other relatives who are 
Christians are obligated to the extent of 
their abUity 8S weH. By such means the 
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mother and children can generally be kept 
together as they should be. 

Nothing is more clearly taught than the 
doctrine that dependent Christians wbo 
have Hving relatives sbould be cared for by 
those relatives. "It a widow has children or 
grandchildren, let them first learn to show 
piety in the treatment of their own families, 
and to return the care of those who brought 
them up, for that Is what God approves" (1 
Tim. 5: 4). If that is what God al}proves, it 
is evident that many dependents today are 
being taken care of In a way which He does 
not Rl'provc. 

What Is the poslUve obligation of the 
church toward the needy? It is expressed 
by the term "Look .after widows who are 
really dependent." The term "really depen
dent" is the opposite or a condition ex
pressed by "has chtldren 01' grandchildren." 
Does this Imply that a Christian brotber or 
sister with dependent relatives should not 
expect the church to care for them? "It any 
man or woman tbat believeth hath widows, 
let them relieve them, and let not the 
church be charged; that it may relieve them 
that are widows Indeed" 1. e., "really de
pendent. or without living relatives." 'Vhat 
should be the attitude of the elders toward 
a man In their congregation who refused or 
neglected to assist needy relatives to extent 
of his ability? They certain ly should go to 
him and e..xhort and admonish him to do his 
duty. If he retuses after due admonition, he 
should be excluded trom the fellowship as a 
disorderly member. Would it be right to 
retain in our fellowship one who bas denied 
the faith and Is worse than an infidel? 

The expression " that it (tbe church) may 
reUeve them that are widows indeed" shows 
that the congregation has an obligation to 
care for widowed saints. This obligation 
also must extend to include the destitute or 
berett chl1dren of the saints, That the early 
church, as such, did relieve the needy wid
ows Is attested In Acts 6: 1·3. But there is 
no IntlmaUon that organizations asking tor 
state charters, subject to state inspection. 
or governed by boards of trustees, were set 
up. Instead It would appear that "the tables 
were served" by the church without an 
extra organization. 

It is not too far·fetched to state that there 
is no intimation that the aposUes created a 
"Jerusalem Christian Home for the Aged." 
Stephen was not president, Phfllp was not 
treasurer, nor were Prochoru8, Nicanor, TI
mon, Parmenas, and Nicolas a board of trus
tees for such an Institution. There is no 
Indication of the elders at Jerusalem mak
ing application to Caesar for a charter to 
perpetuate such an organization under Ule 
board ot trustees and thell' successors In 
office. We do not read of Governor Pontius 
Pilate making a special visit and giving a 
commendatory political harangue. nor is 
there an inference that Santa Claus visited 
the organization to cheer the Inmates on 
Christmas. No trucks made the rounds to 

gather up materials from rnembers and non· 
members alike. There were apparently no 
"Fifth Sunday Drives." 

Of the early churCh, Alexander Campbell 
said, "In their church capacity alone they 
moved. They neither transformed them
selves into auy other kind of association, 
nor did they .fracture and sever themselves 
into divers societies. They viewed the 
church of Jesus Christ as the scheme or 
heaven to amellorate the world; as members 
of it, they considered tbemselves bound to 
do all they could for tbe glory of God and 
the good ot men." This witness Is true! 

/u.lijicalion for Olher Organi~aliom 
Upon what grounds do our brethren seek 

to justify such ol'ganlzaUons as orphan 
homes establlshed by Christians? The rea
soning generally given is based upon James 
1: 27, "Pure religion and undefiled before 
God and the Father Is Ulis, to visit the 
ratherless and widows in their affliction, 
nnd to keep himself unspotted from the 
world." It Is suggested that the word "visit" 
fs a generic command, and since the method 
Is not specified, that Is left up to us, and we 
have decided upon the organized home as 
the method. 

This is identical with the reasoning of 
the missionary society apologist.. He read!} 
the command, "Go into all the world and 
preach tbe gospel unto every creature," and 
says, "The word 'go' Is a generic term, but 
no method Is specified. so the mode of doing 
It Is lett up to us, and we've chosen the 
missionary society as the best way to ac
complish it." It Is true tbat anyone who can 
find n. human organization In the word 
"visit" in James 1: 27 can also find one In 
tbe word "Go" In Mark 16: 16. That kind of 
reasoning wtll justify the missionary society 
as well as the orphan home. which is merely 
a relief society. But is there jusUfication 
for another organization in Jnmes 1: 271 

Does not the context show that James Is 
talking about an individual Christian nnd 
not an organization? Let us notice, beg'ln
nlng with verse 25. "But whoso [Individual 
- not organization] looketh into the per teet 
law of liberty, and contlnueth therein, he 
[individual] being not a forgetful hearer. 
but a doer ot the work. this man [not organ
Ization) sball be blessed in bis [Individual] 
deed. I[ any man [not organization] among 
YOU seemeth to be religious, and brldleth 
not his [individual] tongue. but deceiveth 
his [Individual] Own heart, this man's [not 
organization's] religion is vain. Pure re
ligion and undefiled betore God and the 
Father is this, To visit the tatherless and 
the widows in their attllctlon, and to keep 
himself [Individual] unSl}otted from the 
world." Since pure religion consists or a 
dual responsibility, If a man can hire some
one to take care of the needy for him, why 
could he not hire someone to keep unspotted 
from the world for him ? 

The two-fold Obligation Is expressed by 
the terms "to vlslt" and "to keep." Is It not 



ll'ue that the term "himselt" shows the sub
ject of the action In both cases? Is the one 
who Is to keep hlmseIr unspotted, the same 
us the one who Is to visit the fatherless and 
widows? It so, does nol tbe word "himself" 
show it is a personal and individual duty? 
It the first responsibJItty can be shifted to 
another cannot the second as well? Does 
the orphan home provide a scril)tural way 
ot (ulfiliing the command "to visit"? 

The word "visit" Is trom epislamlo'1/l,ai, 
wblch Is defined by Thayer, "to took upon, 
or atter, to inspect, examine with the eyes." 
Witil regard to this passage under consldel" 
aUon, he says "In order to see how he Is, 
1. e., to visit. go to see one." Green's Lexi· 
can says, "To visIt for the purpose ot COOl

iort and reliet." It is apparent from the 
very nature at the definition that the term 
"visit" Implies personal Inspection or exam
ination to determine needs at the afflicted, 
by the one who practices "pure and unde
filed religion." It Is used in Matthew 25: 36. 
by the Lord, who says to the righteous, ". 
was sick and ye visited me," and again in 
verse 43, when he says to Ule wicked, "r was 
sick and In prison, and ye viSited me not." 
Could these last have been justified by 
pleading, "True, Lord, I never visited a 
sick person nor an imprisoned one person· 
ally during my whole lite, but we paid a 
minister to do that tal' us." 'Vould this have 
flllHlled the requirement? 

]n Acts 7: 23, it Is said at Moses, "When 
he was ' full forty years Old, it came into his 
heart to visit his brethren the children at 
Israel." That this was a personal inspec· 
tion at their needs with a view to relieving 
them Is found in the fact that Moses re
lieved one at his brethren from oppression 
by killing the oppressor. Again, "Paul said 
unto Barnabas, Let us go again and visit 
Our brethren in every city where we have 
preached Lhe word of the Lord and see how 
they do" (Acts 15: 36). Here was a pet'· 
sonal examination to determine conditions. 
]n each at these instances the word "visit" 
Is the same as in James 1 : 27. 

That the orphan home organization does 
not tulfill the requirement at James 1: 27, 
but may actually ml1ltate against the spirit 
at it, Is brought out in this Quotation from 
W. A. Ethridge In A1}Ostolic Times, Nash
ville, Tennessee, May, 1936, page 6: " ... Is 
the Orphan Home God's ...... ay or man's way? 
Do you believe that God would teU you to do 
a certain thing and not tell you how to do 
it? There are preachers In the Church of 
Christ who say that; and they are Bible 
College adherents, too. Do you believe in a 
God ot that kind? 'Visit the fatherless and 
widows in their afflictions' (James 1: 27). 
How many visit the 01'l)118n Home? Ninety
nve per cent never go about them; the other 
five per cent go maybe once or twice in a 
litetlme, more through cudoslty than au)'· 
thing else. They give u. paper of pins, a tew 
spools at thread, some paper napkins, some 
old clothes and shoes, and some congrega-
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lion will give five or ten dollars; all at the 
general round-up once a year, and exult in 
the self-satistaction ot having done their 
duty. And they cnll that visiting Ule father· 
less. You know these things are true." 

God', Plan Jor lI.e Needy 
Recently a brothel' who believes in human 

organizations to cure for those in need de
clared that nowhere in God's Word is there 
the slightest intimation as to how or wbere 
the command to visit the fatherless and 
widows should be carried out. This state
ment was unthoughted and incorrect. In 
the Old Testament, God declared that pure 
religion conSisted of bringing the afflicted 
into one's own bouse, Contrasting the for· 
mal tasting as a program of ritual, with the 
true spirit ot his law, he asks, "Is not this 
the fast that I have chosen? . , . Is it not to 
deal thy bread to the 11l1llgl'y, and that thou 
bring the poor that are cast out to thy 
house?" (I sa. 58: 6,7), The marginal read
ing for "cnst out" is afflicted. So the af· 
flicted poor were not to be sent to a home. 
but brought to thy house. This agrees with 
God's design tor the needy, for we read, "A 
father at the fntherless, and a judge of the 
widow is God in bis holy habilation. God 
setteth the solitary In fnmilies" (Psa. 68: 
5, 6). 

In the New Testament we have an exam
ple ot how a bereft molher was taken care 
of. Jesus was especlal1y Interested in this 
case, tor he made provision for It on the 
CI'OSS, when he said, concerning his own 
mother, to John, "Behold thy mother!" The 
record says, "And from that hour that disci· 
pie took her unto his own home" (John 19: 
27), The answer of W. L. Tolty to this 
when it was introduced in debate was "No 
one can prove that Mary was a widow!" 
Then if Joseph was stil l living. Jesus either 
made' arrangements to separate his pan?nts 
(Luke 2: 41), or else John took them both. 
Surely the first Is unthinkable, and it the 
other be true, tt would prove that John took 
two older persons rather than one Into his 
family circle. In view of the fact that Jo· 
seph Is not mentioned In connection with 
the closing scenes of Jesus' earthly lite, is 
It not rensonable to suppose that he was 
deceased? But why quibble? A son in his 
final moments requested his beloved disciple 
to adopt his mother. The disciple did so, 
and took her Into his own home. We have 
Biblical precedent tor the care of the suff
ering needy In what soon became a "Chris
tian" home. 

There are two organizations which God 
has estabHshed to carl'y out his work with 
regard to charity. These are the Individual 
home and the church. Being or the same 
author, they should work together in abso
lute harmony, Both are mentioned in a 
chapter which sl)eclfical1y deals with caring 
[01' the needY-1 Timothy 5. In verse 4 the 
Mhome" (household or family circle) is 
mentioned; in verse 16 "the church" is 1'0-

ff'l'red to. The context shows that these two 

institutions are emllowered by heaven's fiat 
to relieve the destitute. There is no other 
ol'gallizatlon scripturally authorized to do 
so, insofar as Christians are concerned. 

II will be nsked It tbe church may not do 
this in any way Lhat it sces fit? Not any 
more 80 than It can preach the gospel any· 
way It sees fit. Every command is both in
clUSive and exclusive, " ' hat is included In 
lhe command to visit the fatherless? My 
reilly Is that It includes evenJt1ling neces· 
MIry to the fulfillment ot the command, and 
(mytMug lIelpfltl which docs not vioiate an· 
other scripture, nor go contrary to the gen
eral tenor at the New Covenant as a whole. 
Then what Is excluded by the command? 
Whatever else may be, certainly a human 
organization established by members of the 
church to do Lhe Lord's work is excluded. 
Ir it is not, then we may as well cease to 
OPllose ex'tl'a organizations altogether. The 
Bible declares "There Is one body" (EVh. 4: 
4). We believe Lbat body Is capable of do
ing all that God wants done in our relation
ship to Him. 

Is an organized orphans home another 
hody? The Tipton Orphans' Home is, tor 
Immediately under Its name is the word 
"Incorporated." That word is trom the 
Latin corpus which means "a body," Thus 
the disciples who started that borne formed 
another body to do the Lord's work, unless 
that home Is the church at Tipton. Is it? To 
answer that question, let us present some 
queries tram 0, C. Brewer, as tound In 
(]ospel Advocate, October 13, 1949, page 645: 

"1. ]s it true that the institutions at 
Wichita, Kans., at Tipton, Okla., and at San 
Benito, Texas, are notbing more than the 
chUrch at these points? It the instltuUon is 
the church, then why was it chartered? 
Why is It subject to state inspection? 

"2. Do elders of the church. by virtue ot 
t.heir appointment, become members at such 
a board without any further legislating, 
designating, Or recording? It so, at how 
many oLher. and what otber institutions do 
elders become rulers of by virtue of their 
appointment to the eldership? Could it be 
J}osslble thnt elders may be governors at 
tllelr state and don't know It? 

"3. It elders, by virtue of Lheir appoint· 
ment as elders, constitute a board of such 
institutions, nre all elders at all chul'ches 
also members at boards governing some· 
thing that is chartered and named and or
ganized and advertised? It not, why not? 

"4. Do these institutions have such am· 
rials Or such appointed servants, as 'super· 
inte~dents,' 'matrons,' 'nurses,' 'cooks,' 
'teachers,' 'dairymen' and such like? If 
they do not have persons occupying such 
pOSitions, how are they operated, and wby 
do we read of a 'new superintendent'? 

"5. Does 'the New" stament church ' ai' 
'a New Testament chUrch' contain such 
officel's as 'superintendents,' 'm a t I' 0 n s,' 
'nurses, ' 'cooks: etc.? 1t so, is any church 
scriptural lhat does not have all these?" 
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These aTe sufficient to show that the Of
phans' home Is Dot the church. 1t Is an 
Institution tied to the church, but it Is a 
human institution estabUshed to do the 
work of the church. Brother Brewer is in 
favor of colleges nnd orphaos' bomes, and 
or supporting them trom the chul'ch trea
suries, He Is a "Doctor" but It Is our pre
dictlou that his arUcle In the G08'pel A.ctvo
cate will make his "patient" sicker than 
ever, and DO doubt there w1ll be a clamor 
for a Dew doctor. He says wltb regard to 
his reasoning, .,u this contention is wro.ng, 
let somebody show wherein it is wrong. and 
when be does so, he will have to tnke the 
Ketcherside position and oppose such work 
done by a local church or done by Chris
tians In general. There Is no middle ground; 
at least, according to our view this Is true." 
Ills our bellet that what the "Doctor" calls 
the Ketcherside position might also be re
ferred to as "The Apostle Paul position." 
The Idea of doing the work ot the church 
through the one body was not original with 
Ketcherside, and I shalt have to disclaim 
any credit tor its origin, seeing that the 
Holy Spirit anticipated me by some 1900 
years. 

Why Tlave The.e Organi~atio ... ? 
There IOust be some reason tor these in

sUtutlons existing. What reasons can jus
tIty their conUnuance. Let Us ask a tew 
questions, and permtt them to be answered 
by those who are familiar with the organi· 
zations. They are best quallfted to know 
why the homes should exist, and it is talr 
to hear trom them. 

1. Is the chartered orphans' home the 
best way to care tor the children? G. 'V. 
Butler,ln Tipton Orphans' Home M e8senyer, 
December, 1936, page 2, says, "It Is true we 
cannot furnish all the elements U1at must 
be present to make a home lhe 'HOME' a 
real father Bnd mother could make tt, but 
as foster parents, we try to provide them 
with food, shelter, clothing and above all 
else, prepare them for service In the King
dom of the Lord. We know this Is a pitIful 
excuse tor 'home' at the best, but we strive 
to make It as near the ideal as we possibly 
can." It may be remarked tllat God's plan 
provides for the ideal of home life. No insti
tution can duplicate it. 

2. Is Institutionalism as beneficial as fam
ily influence? John L. Fry, president of 
Tennessee Orphans' Home, Gospel Advocate, 
June 7, 1928, page 542, says, "We realize 
that the best treatment any institution 
gives to chUdren does not benefit the child 
to the extent it is benefited in a good Chris· 
Uan family home. . . . It is best for the 
child to go Into a good foster home rather 
than stay too great n length of time in an 
institutlon, it matters not how well con· 
ducted." 

3. Have these InstituUons been estab
l1shed as a visible demonstration ot the 
spirit of ChrIst? W. A. Etbrldge, In Apos
toUc Ti'ntes, May, 1936, page 8, says, "It 
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Christ had a home here on earth today, 
would he retuse to take an orphan chUd 
into hls home and care tor it? Would he, 
really? Did he tell bls disciples to refuse 
them? Is such a thing mentioned, spoken 
of, authorized or even remotely hinted at in 
the word ot God or by the word ot God? My 
dear brother, you know, and you know that 

. I know that you know, the reason tbat peo
ple endorse the orphan home is because they 
do not want an outside child to come into 
theIr home and llve with them. That Is the 
whole truth. Is that the spirit of ChrisU" 

4. Is the Institutional method the cheap
est way ot getting the job done? Raymond 
Copening, writing in Firm Foundation, Jan
uary 10, 1950, page 5, says, "1 believe our 
orphan homes have developed into just 
plaJn rackets, yes,'I believe the church Is 
spending $100 to buy fine cars, nice homes, 
too fine clothes for the employees (superin· 
tendent on down). where $1.00 really gets to 
the orphan. In other words, I believe 99 
per cent of each dollar contributed to the 
orphan homes Is used wrong. You know 
and I know that Christians should not try 
to profit from the Lord's work. Now, I am 
not against orphan homes. I have always 
encouraged the congregations that I have 
preached for to contribute to them. But 
they are just second best. Best would be 
the godly way, each Christian family that 
can at all, adopt an orphan. If the famlly 
needs help to support the child, let the con
gregation help, and watch the development 
of the chUd, both spiritually and physically. 
•.. Yes, the orphan homes have become a 
racket. The superintendent doesn't want to 
adopt one of those chUdren out, he might 
lose his fat salary." (The editor of Firm 
Foundation. says, "Brother Copening is a 
good man and undoubtedly the friend of 
these homes, and for this reason Is entitled 
to be heard.") 

Orphan home advocates bave always con
tended that these organizations were living 
testimonials of theIr devotion to the spirit 
of Jesus Christ. They have ridiculed, sneered 
at and laughed those ot us to scorn, who 
have refused to lend our influence to the 
establishment ot such insUtuUons. Now it 
appears that the very frIends of the homes 
are torced to admJt that they are not the 
best way. not the most beneficial to the sub
jects of charIty, and not the godly way. It 
would appear that the bomes, instead of 
being an outgrowth of deep devotion to God, 
are the escape mechanisms Which have been 
devised by men to salve over the can· 
sciences of those who know they must visit 
the tatherless and widows In their aftlic
tion, and yet are too selfish or unconcerned 
"to want an outside child to come into their 
home and live with them." 

W hat Are We Doing? 
The ulUmate question put to us who op· 

pose the InsUtuUonaUsm about which we 
write Is always, "What are you doing about 
the orphans?" It Is sometimes put with a 

scorntul smirk of countenance Or a sneer! 
I happen to be a member of a place where 
there are six elders. One of them has an 
aged relative in his small home and is rear· 
ing an orphan; another has two orphan 
children who are being raised In the taith; 
three others have fulfilled tbe requirement 
of 1 Timothy 6: 4 by taking aged relatives 
into their own homes. There Is nothing 
about this which Is a source of boasting. In 
addition to the bishops ot the church there 
are several others who have orphans In 
their homes. I have personally travelled 
many mUes and written many letters to as
sist ten homes to secure orphan children In 
the past two years. But we are not doing 
enough, by any means! We have tailed to 
set forth God's system as fully as we ought. 
Too many Urnes, brethren have merely op
posed what we beHeve Is the wrong way of 
doing the thing, without doing anything 
positive about it. We admit freely that we 
fall below the expectaUons of our God upon 
this matter. 

It makes no dUference how much one does 
to assist In carrying out the program of 
God, the advocate of other institutions will 
say, "Yes, but what abOut your own home? 
How mq.ny orphans have you reared?" It is 
our conviction that we are obHgated to care 
for the destitute of the saints. To the best 
of our ability we are doing that. Our posi
tion does not torce us to conclude that every 
individual Christian home, or every house, 
mU$t have an orphan in it, In order to tul
fill the Scriptures. This was not true In 
apostolic times when God's plan was under 
the Immediate guidance of these Inspired 
men. Otten the worst thing that could be 
done would be to break up a home, by tak· 
lng the fatherless children away tram thetr 
mother. It has ever been our plan to try 
and keep them together. Sometimes we 
have failed in this. Often congregations 
have failed to do their duty. 

But suppose that not a Single orphan 
child was taken Into the home of a one of 
us who oppose Institutionalism? Would that 
make another organization justlflable? It 
certainly would bring about our damnation 
tor such a condition to exist but would jl 

justity the setUng up of human organiza
tions to do God's work? The missionary so
ciety promoter offered as his original argu
ment that the church was not doing mis
sion work as It should; the Bible college 
promoter argues that the church Is not de
veloping preachers as it should. The aid 
society advocate argues that the church 
does not lend the assistance that it should. 
It this were true In every case, does that 
argue the right to estabUsh other Instltu· 
tions to do these things? Is the existence ot 
the lodge justifiable on the basis that the 
church does not do Its duty? 

W. A. Ethridge, tn Apostolic Tin~e8, May, 
1936, page 8, says, "Are you not begging the 
question when you ask, 'Do you find very 
many of those who object to orphan bomes 



doing very much tor the orphans?' What 
has that got to do with the question at Js
Bue? I am dOing all I possibly caD for the 
widows and orphans and that Is all that I 
can do. I have no luxurIes. and do without 
some ot the necessities ot lite to do so. 
Come straight. More later." 

Orphans' homes are other organizations: 
They are chartered Institutions set up by 
man to do what God requires the churcb to 
do. It makes no dltrerence how supported. 
how much good is being done through them, 
Or wbat influence they may bave. It re
mains that it is eIther right to organize 
charItable organIzations or it is not. It Is 
our contention that It fs wrong tor Chris
tians to do so. God bas a plan and he bas 
furnished the organlzatlonnl structure for 
carrying out the plan. His plan will work 
i,t we work it. 

Let every preacher of the gospel empha
size that plan until brethren practice it. Let 
each congregation be responsible for the 
orphans In fts own community. Let rela
tives be taught their duty toward their own, 
that the church be not charged. Let the 
church make arrangements for children of 
the saints to be placed in jndivldual homes. 
If the individual Christians, through some 
stroke of misfortune, cannot support those 
whom they bave taken, let the church bear 
the burden. It the task becomes too great 
in a community, by reason of disaster, let 
the brotherhood send to the needs of these 
poor, and direct it to Ule elders of that 10-
ca11ty so it may be properly administered. 
Let 11tUe children have a daddy and mother, 
not a superintendent and matron. Let them 
be reared in a family, not In an institution. 

Many homes today would solve their prob
lems of discontent and maladjustment if 
they would take a little chUd, or chlldren, 
to rear_ God has arranged in nature what 
is known as a balance, for the purpose of 
perpetuating all Hving things. It appears 
that he knew there would be homeless chll
dren, so he provided there would be Child
less homes. If the two are brought together 
the ma.ximum in happiness is achieved. In 
some places, there are enough chUdless 
couples In one congregation to take every 
orphan from an institution, so that the 
doors of that place could be closed. There 
are homes where the cold nose of a poodle 
licks the face ot a woman, who ought rather 
to be lavishing her kisses on a baby. True, 
babies are messy, and they restrict your 
gadding around, but if your mother bad 
taken that attitude YOU mIght not have been 
here today! 

The institutional orphans' homes are not 
testimonials to the spirit of Jesus. They are 
monuments to our selfishness! They do not 
indicate the depth of our conversion, but 
the shallowness of our religion. They could 
everyone be closed in one day, and would 
be. it the church was tully converted to 
Jesus Chriat. Our mothers reared five and 
six chlldren tn a two-room cabin. With aU 
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of our modern conveniences, we cannot find 
room for an orphan in a six-room house. It 
is not that there is no room for a child in 
the house though, there is no room for one 
In our heart! It Is not the first time tn his
tory that a child was born to find "no room 
in the tnn." If we cannot find room tor an 
orphan tn our home, will you tell me how 
Jesus can find room for us in His eternal 
home, seeing tbat our entrance is to be con
ditioned upon Our atUtude toward the least 
of these? 

You cannot live this life for gold 
Or selfish JOYS, As you grow old 
You'U find that comfort only springs 
From living for the living things. 
And home must be a barren place 
That never knows a baby's face. 
Take tn a child that needs your care, 
GIve him your name and let him share 
Your happiness and you will own 
More joy than you !lave ever known, 
And what is more, youtH come to feel 
That you are doing something real. 

Ragman's Religion 
By J . ED ULAND 

The majority of us can remember the rag 
man at OUr early childhood days, who came 
through the nelghbot'hoOfI cry ing, "Rags, 
rags, rags, tor the rag-
gedy man!" All of us 
would hlll'riedly look 
tor Bome old clothes 
and cast-ott art i c I e s 
which could be given 
to bim. It was such a 
pleasure to donate to 
him, and yet we only 
gave what we did not 
need or want. Things 
which bad laid about 
for months were do
nated, and all telt that In giving such we 
were doing good deeds, 

Today religion has been given a secon
dary place in the lives of most at us. Only 
that which 1s lett over 01' will serve' no other 
purpose, do we give to God. Yet Christ said. 
"Seek ye first the kingdom of heaven and 
its righteousness, and all of these other 
things shall be added unto you" (Matt. 6: 
33). Paul admonishes us to "Set your attec· 
tlon on things above and not on things on 
the earth." We are to use our temporal pos
sessions as stepping-stones to a better life, 
and as part payments on the eternal plea
sures of heaven. Are we faithtul as stew
ards of God's vineyard, or have we wasted 
OUI' substance on riotous living, and the 
cares of this life? Let us take time to ana· 
lyze our status in the eyes of God. and com
plete the Inventory at the stock on hand. 
Have we run low on spIritual treasures? 
The philosophy or ChrIst Is applicable to· 
day, "Make t o yourselves friends at the 
mammon of unrighteousness: that, when ye 
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tall, they may receive you into everlasting 
habitations" (Luke 16 : 9). 

A very outstanding Protestant preacher 
recently said: "If the average bus rness man 
would demonstrate as much enthusiasm for 
his religion as he does tor corralling wealth, 
this world would be a much beUer place to 
live In. Too many put material gains before 
their duty to the churcb, with tbe result 
that the 'Almighty Dollar' has become their 
god. It is the same today as in our chUd· 
hood, we give God the residue. We put 
very little Into religion, and consequently 
receive very Uttle from its benefits. Ever 
since the day of Adam. man bas been in· 
clined to make material gains the all-pow
el'tul maUve of ex1stence, and religion is 
only secondary as a solace in time of need, 
distress or death. The 'fox-bole I·eligion' is 
the bane of our everyday existence. In emer
gencies and desperation we can turn to tbe 
church, but when we are all welt and happy, 
enjoying the benefits ot a fine democratic 
way ot Ute, we shun the responsibilities to 
our God and religion." 

We all need to give more time. energy, 
money and love to the Cause of our Re
deemer. Let us not be guilty of the beset
ting sin ot materialism, but let our lives be 
filled with spIritual thIngs. Let us place 
our Investments in the bank ot heaven. 
When the 188t of aU statements have been 
uttered In Our behalf, and the record says. 
"And he died," let's be sure that we are 
gOing to our reward, and not leaving it. Is 
Christ just the rag man to you. or Js the 
{{fng of Kings ? 

" I SAW ADOLF HITLER" 
Did you know there were churches of 

Christ [n RUssia before the Communistic 
Five Year plan made it dimcult tor religion 
to survive? In our June issue we are going 
to present the story of a sister in Christ 
who IS now a faithtul member of a congre
gation in this country. Born in the land at 
the Soviets, her mother fled with her to Po
land atter the Communists sent the father to 
Siberia as an exile in a frozen land of death 
and despair .. The motber, who was a com
petent and practicing physician, smuggled 
a Bible out at great risk, a.nd held dally 
Bible sessions in her own home and in 
tamny groups, with a threat hanging over 
bel' head. Once that mother converted a 
fanatic atheist whose feet she was forced to 
amputate because of disease. The daughter 
who tel1s the slory was placed in a Nazi 
concentration camp which was visited by 
Hitler. She teUs her reaction at seeing him. 
We cannot tell the whole story, because of 
danger to friends stilI behind the Iron 
Curtai.n. but we will give you enough ot it 
to make you appreCiate America and Its 
freedom. Be sure and remember the J une 
issue. It will be worth a year's subscription! 
And please do not forget your friends and 
bretbren who would like to read this inter
esting, gripping story. 
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Views of the 'news By ROBERT T. HARTMANN II 

Are All Pearls Alike? 
Otten 1 have heard it said by decent, It 

disillusioned. men and women, that "All 
churches are like. They're only interested 
in money, and squab-
bling am 0 n g tbem
selves. I believe in God, 
all I'lght. but I've got 
110 use fot' any church," 
What do you say to 
sucb a person? 

Well, one might 51al't 
by saying that to the 
Inexpert eye all pearls 
look alike. My six year 
old daughter has n 
necklace ot simulated 
pearls and she is just as IH'oud oC them as 
it tbey had cost $1000. The natives ot the 
South Pacific Islands would trade a week's 
work tor a dime slore l)in sct w ith arUficlal 
pearls. 

or course, anyone who lakes the trouble 
to study pearls cnn tell lhe fake pearl trom 
tbe real one. FoI' one thing, the simulated 
pearl Is much smoother. The l'e Is a vast 
dlfference in weight. But there are differ· 
ent kinds of real pearls, also. 

The Japanese are again expol'ling Ulei!' 
"cullured" pearls. which were quite com
mon before the war. II really takes an ex
pert, one who bas studied the subject long 
and carefully, to dlslingulsh between the 
reut penrl and ita eultu1'ed counterJ>lll·t. 

The pearl, as you know, grows inside an 
oyst!.'!". A grain of sand or aome other irrl
Utnt gels Inside the shell . nnd the oyster in 
self-defense covers it with layer arler layer 
of p£'arl. I have bitten into u small, impel" 

BOOKS FOR STUDY 
Lard's Commentary on Romans; Milligan 

on Hebrews; McGarvey on Acts; all for $3 
each. Send tor yOlll'S at once. Order tram 
MlSSION M ESSF:NGER. 

DICTIONARY AND CONCORDANCE 
Smith's Bible Dictionary (Deluxe), $3; 

Peloubet's Bible Dictional'Y, $3; and Cru
den's Concordance, $3. Order tram MISSION 

MESSENO&R today. 

ANNIVERSARY MEETING 
The church at Pomona, California, will 

conduct its seventh anniversary meeting on 
March 12. Morning and afternoon services 
will be at the church building, with a basket 
dinner and afternoon song fest at 'Vashing
ton Park Clubhouse, Speakers wl11 be tur· 
niehed by Exeter, National City, Compton, 

tect pearl while eating oyster stew. But 
large and perfectly formed pearls are quite 
ral'e In nature. and tram the earHest times 
have been highly valued, 

The Japanese developed a method at making 
cultured pearls by deliberately introducing 
a grain or sand into an oyster, then putting 
the oyster back on the bottom at the bay to 
work on it, but inside a cage so it could 
easily be found. After several years the 
oyster Is hoisted to the sUl·tace and the cui
lured Ilearl removed. These sell tor much 
less than genuine pearls but considerably 
more than the artificial ones at dime-store 
variety. 

'I'he cultured pearls look exactly like gen
uine pearls and are composed at almost 
identical materials. Very often they are 
more beautiful to behold, more symmetrical 
than nntural pearls. It takes years ot study 
and practice to tell them apart. But there 
is a ditrerence. God made the natural pearl 
but the cultured pear} was made by man 
for his profit. 

J esus compared the kingdom at heaven
the Church-to "a pearl at great price" 
(Matlhew 13: 45, 46), which a. merchant, 
having found. sold all that he had in order 
to acquire. The church that Christ estab
lished was a "goodly pearl," genuine and 
God-made. It takes study as well as skill to 
distinguish it, sometimes tram nearly·exact 
caples men have made to compete with it. 
To the unwary, even smooth and shiny sub
slitutes of little or no value seem, for a time 
aj lens t. satisfactory. 

Are all chul'ches alike? As much alike as 
all pearls! 

Perris, Hlverside and West RivC'l·slde. The 
meeting hOllse is located nt 1006 South 
Garey Avenue. 

FOUR·DA Y MEETING 
Ellis Crum authorizes announcement of a 

four·day meeting centered about the Me
morial Day holiday, :May 27-30. It wlll be 
held at Stockton, California, with all breth
ren invited, Bro. Crum concluded a work 
at San Jose, California. on Feb. 12, and in
torms the brotherhood that the congregation 
there meets at 43 Third Street Hall. Our 
brother is now at Carmichael, but wtll begin 
at Oakland, March 6. 

We congratulate Henry Boren who has 
just received his Master's degree at Illinois 
University, and is continuing on his Doctor's 
degree. He is a faithful workman. 

Jesus Leads Me 
By JOHN H. PATRICK 

To me, one at the sweetest songs ever 
wl'itten is the one which begins with the 
words, "All the way my Savior leads me." 
In the same hymn at'e 
! 0 u n d the beauU!ul 
words, "For I know 
whate'er betall me, Je
sus doeth all things 
well." Tbere are Urnes 
wben in t e r v e n I n g 
clouds seem to sbut out 
lhls transcendent truth 
from our vision, It Is 
110 wonder, tor 11 is the 
business at Satan to 
darken the air with 
discouragements and disappOintments. He 
Is the prince of this world, and we need not 
doubt that he invades the environs of our 
spiritual nature and seeks to shut Christ 
out. But no matter how dark life becomes 
for the Christian, Jesus Is there to lead. 

SomeUmes wilen we are on the mountain 
top at hope and joy, high above the clouds 
and storms at life. we do not tee l that con· 
scious need a! tile Savior's leading that is 
felt at such times as we nre hedged in by 
pain and darkness. But we need It just the 
same. I believe that Christians who are 
prosperous, happy and healthy need to be 
led more than those upon whom are laid 
the burden of bereavement and aftlicUon. 
The sutrering Christian Jeans on Jesus be
cause all else on which to lenn Is blotted 
out. 'rhe obstacles Intervening between a 
soul Rnd God are gone! 

Sweetest of all thoughts to me is the fact 
that no matter whether the chl1c1 of God Is 
living a prosperous life, or aile enshrouded 
in gloom, the Savior leads on, When He 
said. "I will be with you alway, even unto 
the end," He meant It every word. If we 
wHl only anchor fast to tbose blessed words 
today we will find soul rest. Amidst the 
hurtling storms and tempestuous billows 
which hedge us In, let us press that promise 
close to our aching hearts. 'Vhy should we 
be discouraged In His service when we 
know that Jesus will If'ad all the way? 

AN URGENT NEED 
Vernon W. Hurst, Box 287. Howard. Penn., 

wants to contact an evangelist willing to do 
extended work with an older congregation 
in tbe east which Is the center of an all out 
fight by innovationlsts on institutionalism. 
If you are willing to meet this opposition at 
close quarters and aid In saving a ehurch 
be sure and write him at once. 

lIIlnois brethren are urged to attend and 
assist in the meeting at Champaign. Illinois 
to be held by Arthur Freeman. 

We recommend BIBLE COMMENTARY by 
E. M. Zerr. Two volumes ready. $4 each. 



OUR SUBSCRIPTfON DRIVE 
Just 396 more to go! 'fhat was the good 

news on February la, tn our drive tor 1000 
IlCl0 names tor 1950. With more than ten 
months remaining, it appears that we w1l1 
be assured of staying with a 12·page Issue 
all year! Friends ot the pure gospel wbo ap
Ilreciate a paper dedicated to 1)83Ce and 
unity ot the Spirit ralher than to selfish 
ends, have rallied to aid lB. this drive to 
place the paper in the bomes or others. Dur
ing the mon th prior to February 16, we re· 
ceived exactly 195 new 8ubscl'il)tions. Re
newals nrc pouring In tor those who have 
been regulal' readers. 'Ve urge nil wbo love 
the truth to send In as many names 3& you 
cnn accompanied wit.h ODe dollar tor each. 
so we caD finish the program tn a hurry! 

Here nre the names or those who have 
sent in five or more the last month: Ella 
Murruy 5, Beesle McLanln 8, William Utt 5, 
Frank DUnbar 10, Bertha Oaks 12, Fred 
Stracke 7, L, C. Roberts 6, Marion Van Dc
grift 8, ,v. R. Hughes 5, Lee Nolte 5, La· 
mont Crist 6, Alonzo Bailey 10. Nell Ander
son 5, Edna Shearer 5. Louis Martin 5, 
Charles Powell 5, John O'Neil 6, 

We're also deeply Indebted to Hazel and 
DoL Moyer, of Fredericktown, Missouri, and 
Vida Anderson. St. Louis, who are contrib
uting names regularly, Jt Is frli:nds like 
these who 11ft the burden and make it easlcr 
to curry. Thanks to everyone! 

More thnn ever we feel that the paper is 
worth more than a dollar per year, but the 
price will remain the same, We're not of
rerlng bargains to get subscribers because It 
is not necessary, but it you know ot those 
who need the paper and cannot subecrlbe, 
just let us know and we'll send it to them a 
year without obligation. Let's sound out the 
Word! Will you help us get that 1000 new 
readers as soon as possible? 

ANNUAL MEETING 
Announcement has been made that the 

annual all·day meeting or the church at 
Warrensburg, Missouri, will be held on June 
4. Brethren trom othel' con~p'egatiol1s are 
urged to attend this day and help this little 
group ot tallhCul disciples. Wrile Virgil At
well, La Monte, Missouri, tor particulal·s. 

OUR HELPERS 
We nre sincerely thankful for the help 

given in mailing oul the Jast Issue by Bert 
and Lois Cartel', of Websler Groves, and Iva 
Ball, ot Flat River, MissourI. The task Is 
made much lighter by such willing hands. 

FROM BROTHER ROBERTS 
Dear Brothel' Carl: 1 want to thank you 

tor the interest which you have taken in the 
old preachers. Since You have classed 'me 
with the old ones, I wish to let you know I 
am very appreciative and thank you kindly 
tor all. One year and 5 months ago my wIte 

, died. about five months ago my youngest 
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sister died, last week my brother Ralph 
died, and this morning I received word that 
my brother Curtis is at the point of deatb. 
and may be In heaven by now. Carl, it is 
taking lhem rather tast trom me. 1 am the 
oldest ot 9 children; all are gone but 4, and 
the 4th may not be alive by now. 1 am all 
broken up, Remember me in your prayers. 
Tn His name, W, G. Roberts, 

(Editor's Note: May we solicit the earnest 
prayers of aU the faithful tor this good 
brother who fought so mnny battles tor us 
in the d:"'~ f'f yore. His address is Ham
mond, 1Ilinois,) ------

MABERY AT FREDEIUCKTOWN 
Jim Mabery announces that the church at 

Fredericktown conducts a development class 
fOI' men on Sunday evenln~; a young peo
ple's class on Mondays: song instruction 
and Bible study on Thursdays: and a sick 
, 'Isitation program on Sunday atternoon. 
Brothel' Mabery spo){e at the high school on 
February 10. Be reports Interest and atten
tion at a ll of the meetings as being good. 

YOUNG PEOPLE'S MEETING 
Young people ("om the Sa.int Louis area 

will be tog-eUler In a deyotiona.l and edifying 
nil-day meeting. March 19, at the 'Webster 
Groves church bul1ding. The afternoon ser
vice will consiet of short talks and singing. 
There wilI be four speakers in the morning 
session. All brethl'en are Invited to attend, 
but the WOrk will be conducted by younger 
brethren on that occasion, under direction 
ot the oversight ot the chul'ch. 

BOGARD CONTRIBUTIONS 
In conformity with the pl'omlse made to 

the brotherhood, tbe following list of con
tributions has been sent to us over the slg· 
natures ot Clyde Bingham and James Van 
Degrift. The amounts below represent da. 
nations to the building tund or the little 
congregation at Bogard, 1\'lissourl. Any er
ror in reporting will be gladly corrected. 
The purcbase ot materials Is beginning, and 
the work will be Plished with all speed as 
weaUler permits, The labor is being given 
by the brethren. 

Co~(lREGATlONS: Warrensburg, Mo" $50; 
Cowglll, Mo., $10: Barnal'd, Mo., $25: Gal· 
latin, Mo., $25; Antioch, Mo .. $25: Topeka, 
Kans., $10: Section (Lebo), Kans .. $50: St. 
Louis (6344 LlIIian), Mo., ~50: \Va.kenda, 
Mo., 125: Kansas City (26th and Spruce), 
Mo., $2i; Mount View (Ibel'ia), Mo., $50: 
Des MOines (2907 Denn), Iowa, $25: Car· 
rollton. Mo., $100: anOnymous congregation, 
$tO: Kansas City (5906 Kenwood), Mo., $25: 
Liberty (Norborne), Mo., $25: Bernie. Mo .. 
$10; Ellington, 1010" $10; Lewis. Kansas, 
$10: Bethel (Milan), Mo., $10: Iberia, Mo., 
$25: Stull, Kansas, $25. 

INDlVIDU.\LS: A. W, Bailey, $15; F. R. 
Bailey, $60: P. H. Bailey, $26: Grace Bal· 
ley, $10: Kenneth Kirby, $5: Roy 150m, $25: 
Lee I. Noite, $25; Charlos L. Anderson, $~5: 
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V. 1\1. Foltz, $25; Opnl Auslln, $15; W. R. 
Hughes, $10; Barley Wagaman. $50; Mabel 
Bell, $5; Mattie Smith, $25; 1\1. B. Van· 
Oegl'lft. $25; Roy Bingham. $}OO; Orby 
Bingham, 1100: Clyde Bingham, $100: M. 
M. GI'een, $100; Earl Buggs, $50; James 
Van Degrin. $50; Louise Owens. $10; Fran
ces 'VUson, $10; Sherman Wilson, $10; 
Hany Dal'rier, $5; Raymond tepbens. $10; 
Fred Johnson, $20; Dale Suddeth, $10: Chad 
Freeman, $10; Cbas. Fleenel', $10; Imogene 
Crowley. $5; brothel' trom D catur, IlL. $1. 

The Bogard bl'ethrcn were also given the 
Mandeville meeting house which was sold 
tor $300. Additional contl'ibutions will be 
reported in subsequent issues of this oaper. 
They should be mailed elth~r to Clyde Bing
ham 01' James Van Degrlft, Bogard, Ll is
souri. We earnestly request you to give at
tention to this vlea tor a little group or 
courageous and willing wOl'kers. 

EDITOR IN INDIANA 
On February 26. the editor concluded a 

two weeks stay with Indiana churches with 
a fine meeting at New CasUe, LengUIY dis· 
cussions WiUI regard to the work looming 
up in the rest ot the world were held with 
brithren trom many congregations. Two 
public messages were delivered aL Bicknell, 
whel'e one was restored. Three sermons on 
"The Royal Priesthood" were delivered at 
Martinsville, where the churcb appears In 
excellent sbape to go forward. A confer· 
ence was held with 'Villiam Carrell, minis
ter ot the local college church, tOI' a discus
siOn ot difTerences. At Speedway City. four 
meetings produced excellent attendance and 
interest. In company with Bro, Hensley a 
"Isil was made to the American Christian 
Review offlce, and pOints of diiterence dis
cussed with no personal animosity. Excel· 
lent contacts were made at Butler College, 
large Christian church school, where some 
manifested interest in our pOSition. At An
llel'son a goodly number was present ench 
night. At New castle, a visit was made to 
the Bible study conducted by Brother Zerr. 
In terest and attendance were far ahead Dr 
any rormer year. FOlll' public messages were 
given, and a forum discussion held, A very 
enjoyable and profitable visit was made in 
the home ot A. W, Harvey at Bloomington. 
The spirit ot tbe brethren in Indiana is ex
cellent and the Cause Is growing. for which 
we thank God and take courage, 

IN APPRECIATION 
Bt'other Harold Baines, Morley, York~hil'e, 

England, writes: "I am glad 1 know to 
\"hom 1 am indebted tor tbe additional l\l.Jrg
SIO:"\' MESSTLNGERS. They are always readily 
received and widely read. I find everything 
in it most belptul. 1 enjoy Roy Loney's se
l'ies very much and was pleased to see his 
photo in last issue, Other writers whom I 
enjoy are E. M. Zerr, Harold Shasteen and 
Robert T. Hartmann .. , ," 
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'THIS and 'THA'T from HERE 

Two Immersed at Chicago (Ill.) when 
Darrell Bolin preached In January, ... One 
bapUzed, 2 restored at Bonne Terre (Mo.) 
during Fred Killebrew's Btble study, ... 
One restored at Bogard (Mo.) during the 
meetJng with W. Carl Ketcherside . ... One 
added at Webster Groves, Jan. 29 .... An 
aged brother at Fredericktown (Mo.) reo 
stored on Feb. 1. . . . Roy Loney spoke 
twice at Topeka (Kans.) Jan. 29 .... 'Ve 
are Indebted to V. M. Foltz, Hale (Mo.). for 
aid In sending the paper to brethren across 
the ocean. . . . Thanks to Sister Nannle 
Samuen, Anderson (Ind.), ror assistance In 
roaUing out the book A. Clean Ohurch ... 
Clltrord Collinge spoke at Kansas City (63rd 
and Blue Ridge Blvd.) Feb. 6, with Bob 
Marsball speaking at Independence (Mo.) 
on the same date. . . . Elmer Crocker, who 
Is on maneuvers with the armed forces in 
the north, reports that It was 65 below zero 
on New Year's Day. The crowd at meeting 
would have been small on tbat date in a 
lot of places in the states .... We regret to 
chronicle the death of Sister Annie Cramer, 
a 8Ister·tn·law at Bro. C. J. Belde1. She had 
suttered with cancer for 7 months .... Al
bert Wln8tanl~y Is now working wtth a 
small group of brethren at Tunbridge Wens, 
England. . . . Send us your cbange of ad· 
dress as 800n as you move to a new location. 
· .. Art Freeman Is seeking to arrange a 
series at panel discussions with the Chris' 
Uan church at Mexico (Mo.) . . . Paul 
Meeske sent U8 flve renewals from Fairbury 
(Neb.) and deserves our thanks .... One 
added by immersion at 81. Louis (7121 Man· 
chesler) February 8. . . . Hershel Ottwelt 
conducted an excellent Bible study at Hart
ford (111 .) closing Feb. 10. . . . OW. Carl 
Ketcherside began n series of Instructive 
talks with the church at Hartford (Ill.) 
March 5. He Is scheduled for a group ot 
lessons with those who are new members ot 
the churCh In St. Louis, starting March 12. 
· .. Wilbur Storm spoke at Claypool (Ariz.) 
January 22 .... Majorla Lee Shetler reports 
Increasing attendance at Phoenix (Ariz.) 
where Wilbur Storm started a meeting on 
February 12. . . . One was Immersed at El 
Mirage (Ariz. ) as n. result of afternoon 
meetings on Lord's Day. Susie Miller, car
rollton (Mo.) says she enjoys the paper very 
much. . . . J. H. Mabery reports that the 
Bible study conducted by Fred Killebrew at 
Bonne Terre was productive of much spiri
tual good. He sends In three subscriptions. 
· . . Clarence Grover SPOke to the young 
people tn Satnt Louis on February 12 .... 
Ronald Perryman Immersed 1 at Canalou 
(Mo.l Jan. 29. . . . Fred Stone, Cowgill 
(Mo.) saY8 that the paper Is excellent and 
they are reading it from COver to cover .... 

Arvel Watts spoke at Festus (Mo.) Feb. 12, 
with 60 present. . . . Gilbert O. Nations, 
who died at the age of 83, was buried in 
Jo"'armtngton (Mo.) .... Hershel Ottwell be
gan extended work at Springfield (Mo.) 
Feb. 26 .... The congregation at 6305 Blue 
Ridge Blvd., Kansas City (Mo.) reports a 
full house for all 3 services conducted by 
Winford Lee On Feb. 12. Clifford Collinge 
spoke there Feb. 6. • • • Fred Killebrew 1J?l
mersed one at Canalou (Mo.) Feb. 12 .... 
One was restored at Bicknell (Ind.) when 
W. Carl Ketcherside spoke there Feb. 12. 
· . . Bill Benham immersed one at Bloom
field (Ind.) Feb. 12 .... Russell Potter. 
Chillicothe (Mo.) enjoys the paper very 
much. . . . Hubert Long, Gallatin (Mo.) 
says the February Issue was one of the best 
and most timely Issues. Thanks! . . . 
Brother Long sent 5 subscriptions which we 
appreciate. . . . Vernon Hurst reports Penn
sylvania work shaping up and asks evel,),
one to remember the Memorial Day meeting 
to be held In that area .... All communi. 
cations to Vernon HUrst should be addressed 
to him at Box 287, Howard, Pennsylvania. 
Borden Higginbotham spoke at Hagerstown 
(Ind.) on Feb. 19. . . . The churches In 
northern Oklahoma launched the work of 
Paul Ketcherside in that area with a basket 
dinner at Bartlesville, at the chUrch build
tng which is located at 1402 South Oak 
Street .... O. V. Baker, Santa Marta (Ca1.) 
enjoys the paller .. " Dellamay White, Al
ton (111.), Is sending In a new subscription 
each month, and says the paper has been 
wonderful the last few months .... Henry 
Delster, Denver (Colo.), says to let the good 
work continue .... H. C. Wyatt, Leachville 
(Ark.) says the paper Is toad for the soul. 
· .. Nell Maynard writes us that her hus· 
band left for Guam on February 3, and with 
the many things to think about she was de
layed In writing her article .... The church 
at Pomona (Callt.) held its seventh anniver
sary meeting, March 12 .... We rejoice to 
hear of the effort at San Jose (Calif.) car
ried torward by Eilts Crum .... J. A. Freed 
commends the article "America's Greatest 
Threat." . . . Ed Uland reports that Bob 
Duncan was at La Junta (Colo.) on Feb. 5. 
· . . Our hearts are saddened by the recent 
death of our beloved sister, Mrs. Mont Bur
ton, of Chillicothe, Missouri. She was the 
mother of Melvin Burton, an elder in Saint 
Louis. . . . Ellis Crum has time for two 
meetings in the midwest this fall. Address 
him at 5425 Shattuck Ave., Oakland. CaUf. 
· . . Bob Duncan will work In California 
unUI May. . . . We are saddened beyond 
words at the death of Eleanor Webb, who 
was ki11ed tn an automobile accident while 
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en route to services at Pomona (calif.) Feb. 
15. Our hearts go out to the bereaved .... 
We appreciate the good letter recently re
ceived from our aged sister, Maud Hill, 
Blackwater (Mo.) .... Charles Asberry of 
Saint Louis is transferring to Ellington 
(Mo.) .... Iva Ball, Flat River (Mo.) Is 
recovering satisfactorily from a very serious 
olleratlon. . . . Borden Higginbotham will 
start a development pl'ogram at Martlnsvllle 
(Ind.) In the very near futUre. . . . Bob 
Brumback will assist the congregation at 
Martinsville, In a vacation study and special 
work in the summer. . . . J. Ed Uland Is 
returning to Bloomington (Ind.) in 1951 to 
do special work in tbe nearby area .... The 
brethren at Bloomfield (Ind.) are meeting 
in their new meeting house, reported to be 
a very nice one Indeed. . . . A. W. Harvey 
was with the Middletown (Ind.) congrega
tion on February 12. . . . E. M. Zerr spoke 
on the subject "Armageddon" at New CasUe 
(Ind.) on February 12, with the largest 
evening crowd In years present to hear .... 
William J . Hensley announces that his J)res· 
ent supply of tracts has been exhausted, and 
he Is having reprints made of some at the 
most outstanding ones. . . . L. C. Roberts 
has just concluded short visits to Red Cloud 
(Neb.) nnd Concordia (Kans.) .... Jim 
Mabery bas been booked to assist in the Va
cation Bible Study at New Caslle (Ind.) 
this year. . . . We suggest that you keep 
this issue on flle for futUre reference on the 
Orphan Home question. We are having a 
supply of extras printed. We will ma.jJ a 
sample to any friend or brother. if you will 
send the correct name and address. There 
will be no charge. . . . Again we must re
quest that those changing addresses notity 
us at once. It costs Us money every time 
you move and do not send the address 
change ... . MlHard A. Van Deusen says the 
paper Is t1lUng a distinct need among the 
churches .... Gerald Nottke, Sullivan (Ul.) 
remarks that articles of recent date were 
exceptionally good .... Brethren at Bethel 
near Milan (Mo.) have been negotiating for 
a meeting house In MUan .... Roy Harris 
preached at Dentonla (Kans.) Feb. 19, and 
at Agra, Feb. 20·23 . ... There were 130 
present at New CasUe (Ind.) Feb. 26 .. .. 
Bert Fritz writes that the little group at 
Bevington (Iowa) are now meeting in their 
completed basement .... Fred K.mebrew 
and J. H. Mabery Immersed 2 at Bloom
field (Mo.) as a result of the work of Bob 
Armes . . .. Percy Faenger reports 9 added 
at Bonne Terre since January 1. .. . Rose 
Phlllian tells Us there has been a great deal 
at sickness at West Riverside (Calif.) .... 
Russell Phelps, Nevada (Mo.) says he Is 
going to try and get subscriptions. Good! • 


