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THE WHY AND THE WHEREFORE 
By W. CARL KETCHERSIDE 

As anticipated, my article of last month 
on traditionalism in the church, has aroused 
much comment, considerable commendation, 

a fair amount of trepi· 
dation, and a modicum 
of criticism. A good in
dication is the expres
sion upon the part of 
many of an honest curio 
osity as to why tradi
tionalism can become 
such an influence in the 
religious lite of every 
generation. In , reply to 
the s e investigative 
Queries I suggest the 

roHawing ideas 8S worthy of consideration. 

this?'" The Scripture to him was the holy 
touchstone by which the writings of the 
fathers were to be tested and tried. No 
wonder the historian asserts, "When Zwingli 
thus turned toward the Holy Scriptures, 
Switzerland made its earliest advance to
ward the reformation." Indeed, no true 
reformation can be prosecuted until some
one dares to clear away the rubbish about 
the fallen walls, and distinguishes between 
man's debris and God's foundation. 

However, the chief contributory factor to 
advance of traditionalism is intellectual 
laziness. It is easier to accept what others 
have projected and to follow the accepted 
course of procedure, than to study for one's 
self and brook the current of abuse to which 
any person falls heir who cuts across the 
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binding thraldom of opllllOn and custom. 
Many in the chUrch are unwilliJ).g to think 
personally, and lose themselves in the pro· 
tection of mass psychology, where it is 
easier to cling to ancient prejudices than 
to investigate impartially and reach the 
TRUTH. They prefer to be alw~ys fed with' 
the spoon handed them by skeletal hands of 
yesteryear, than to feed themselves at the 
banquet table of God's revelation. ' 

So the ' entwining cords and strands of 
traditionalism are wrapped about the Body ... 
by each succeeding generation, until that 
body is paralyzed and defeated by those who 
think they are its greatest and oniy pro
tectors. Let us discard the human creeds 
which, though unwritten, are still with u~, 
and re·affir~ to a si~-cursed humanity the 
truth that makes men free. We will then 
conquer division 'and schism, and will be 
able to maintain th~ unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace! Lord, hasten that day! We are born into this world in a helpless 

condition. Our only hope of survival Is 
through the natural love of parents, or the 
mercy of other adults. We are taught by 
God's Word and natu.re to reciprocate such 
kindness with re,sponsive trust, 'and to re·. 
ward it with respect. "We have had fathers 
of the flesh which corrected us, and we gave 
them reverence" (Heb. 12: 9). Sometimes 
this reverence turns into blind acceptance of 
every human vagary and quirk, and we lose 
complete sight of the question, "Shall we 
not rather be in subjection to the Father of 
spirits, and live?" The command to "Obey 
your parents in the Lord" cannot imply the 
stifling of OUr individual responsibility unto 
God. Anthropolatry, regardless of its im
mediate object, is but another- form of 
allotheism. 

A N INSPIR I NG E X AMPLE 

Another quite common human tendency 
is to remember only the good things about 
our heroes of past ages. Thus we gloss over 
human failings to which all are subject. 
While I am not in. the business of de
bunking character, it is not unwise to point 
out that the reasoning of the fathers wherein 
it departed from the truth, is just as fal
lacious as that of more recent errorists. It 
is wrong to judge the Scriptures by the cus
toms and opinions of the.fathers. _ We should 
do the reverse, for this constitutes the true 
spirit of ' reformation. 

Ulrich Zwingli was the moving spirit in 
the great Swiss reformatory movement. The 
historian D'Aubigne tells us that while 
Zwingli did not despise the explanations of 
the most celebrated teachers, he did not 
study the fathers as authorities. The re
former himself said, "I study the doctors as 
we ask a friend, \ 'How do you understand 

By ROY LONEY 

One night, 1900 years ago, when a sleepy 
world lay wrapped in the warm blanket of 
slumber, a small group ot shepherds, quietly 
watching their fl~cks on the Judean hills 
near Bethlehem, were startled by the glori
ous appearance of a heavenly herald pro
claiming, "Behold I bring you glad tidings 
of great JOY." At that very moment, a new 
born king, wrapped in swaddling clothes 
was lying in the manger of a nearby stable. 

In a few brief years, that child of poverty 
by his personality and tetlching changed the 
course of human history and gave to the 
world a new religion, which, when received 
into the heart will raise a man tram the vile 
muck of sin, and plant him, cleansed and 
purified, upon the eternal hills of God. 

He who was destined to become King of 
kings and Lord of lords called to his as
sistance twelve unlear ned fishermen, com
mitting to them the affairs of his imminent 
kingdom. His requiSition of them was as 
dramatic as was tl,te annunciation of his 
birth. Quietly fishing in the famed waters 
of Galilee, these men awoke to a new and 
wonderful existence when they heard the 
voice of t he Master: "Come, follow me, and I 
will make you flshers of, men!" Three turbu
lent years they followed this strange man' of 
Nazareth, building up vain and parnal hopes 
of a share in the glories ot an earthly reign. 
Then, stunned and disheartened by his tragic 
death at Calvary, the disillusioned ones 

turned their weary feet toward the quiet 
shores of Galilee. But when their risen Lord 
appeared to them as they once more ftJhed 
in their beloved waters, he unfolded to them 
the spiritual nature of his kingdom, and 
the historic part they must take in the es
tablishment of the greatest monarchy the 
world has ever known. 

With flagging spirits revived by forty days 
of close companionship with him, they bade ~ 
him farewell upon the crest of Olivet as he 
disappeared from their sight amidst heaven's 
clouds. Ten days later, inspired by the Holy · 
Spirit, they began broadcasting to a sin
sickened world th-e glad message of salvation 
and redemption. On that great Pentecost, 
devout Jews from the far flung provinces of 
the mighty Roman Empire, heard for the 
first time the initial proclamation of God's 
great covenant of amnesty. Strfcken with 
remorse and convicted by the Spirit three 
thousand of them surrendered to the claims 
of heaven's newly coronated king. Soon 
Jerusalem was filled with their doctrine and 
thousands allied themselves with these 
courageous ones who loved not their lives 
unto death. 

From Jerusalem the gospel soon spread to 
Samaria and then to Galilee. Leaping across 
the Mediterannean the message covered Asia, 
entered Europe, and ere long the servants 
in Caesar's palace heard the amazing news 
of one greater in power than t~elr mighty 
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king. To Him they swore allegiance in the 
face of atI but certain death. Never has the 
world beheld such another phenomenon as 
the first century spread of the gospel! Paul 
asserted it had been preached to "the whole 
creation under heaven" (Col. 1: 23). This 
was within 35 years of Pentecost. 

These preachers did not merely hold 
meetings in selected places, but every vil
lage, town and hamlet heard the glad tid
ings. They talked of Christ constantly- In 
homes, by the wayside, and in the market
places. They preached Him on the streets. 
in t~e synagogues, and by the seashores and 
river brinks. Their voices were lifted up on 
the hill sides and mountain tops. In the 
mansions of the rich and the hovels of the 
poor, the cross was preached in demonstra· 
tion of the Spirit and with power. Thou
sands turned from darkness unto light, and 
from the power of Satan unto God. These 
consecrated men took their message before 
governors and kings. They gave testimony 
of their faith on the bloody arena sands as 
wild beasts tore at their bodies. The whip· 
ping post and burning stake became the pul
pits from which they preached Impassioned 
and eloquent sermons of martyrdom. 

He who refused the proffered crown of 
Satan's kingdoms (Matt. 4: 9) became the 
conquering King of a million persecuted ' 
saints, marching from conquest to conquest 
until the demons in hell quaked in fear, and 
the archangel of iniquity trembled upon his 
tottering throne. What a glorious page of 
thrilling history is recorded of those whose 
lives were entirely hidden with Christ in 
God, 

Brethren, lislen! Christ has committed 
unto us the same wonderful message which 
electrified the world in the days of the im· 
perial Caesars. The need of declaring that 
message can hardly be expressed in finite 
terms. It is still true that "The Whole world 
lieth in wickedness" (1 John 5: 19). Not 
a soul can be saved unless we preach with 
intense zeal that message which is God's 
power unto salvation. We have the same 
gospel which Paul had, and we have the 
same weapon-the sword of the Spirit which 
is "mighty throu gh God to the pulling down 
of strongholds; casting down of imagina
tions and every high thing that exalte th 
itself against the knowledge of God." 

The chu rch of our Lord is making prog· 
ress today that is encouraging and graUfy· 
ing. But we are not doing a fraction of what 
could be done if our hearts and lives were 
wholly consecrated to the Lord. Recently a 
brother took me to a building site whe re a 
group of saints from several congregations 
were happily donating labor on a n ew 

·church ed ifice, where anothe r congrega tion 
will soon send forth the gOSl)el rays into a 
new community. This is one small example 
of what could be done in a thousand com· 
munities if our faith and zeal measured up 
to the example of the devout saints of yes
teryear. 

MISSION MI';SSENGER 

The miracles of faith whereby the great 
mountains of doubt and indifference can 
be tumbled into the sea, could become a 
demonstration before our very eyes if we 
but had the faith and courage of those 
mighty men who "through faith subdued 
kingdoms, wrought righteousness and ob· 

still lives! The Christ still reigns! The 
gospel is still God's power to save! Let us 
then preach it with a power and zeal such 
as this generation haf n ever known, keeping 
OUI· eyes fixed on Jesus, knowing that "from 
victory unto victory, His army shall He 
lead; Till every foe is conquered and Christ 

tained promises." Why be discouraged? God is Lord indeed!" 

APP LI E D CH RI S T IA NIT Y 
By VERNON W. HURST 

It appears to be the' natural inclination of 
the human mind to accept as fact the theory 
that the most important things are the ones 

h i g h es t and farthest 
away. It is thus very 
often t rue that in 
searching for solutions 
to important problems 
we fail to g ive to the 
things close at hand the 
investigation they merit. 
We often trample the 
object of our search un· 
del' foot while scanning 
the distant horizons. 

For those in whose 
hearts burns a zea l for the salvation of souls, 
there is no more important problem than 
that one posed by the search for an effective 
means of getting the Gospel before the 
masses in the indifferent age in which we 
live. We are aware that despite the best 
efforts we are able to put fo rth great masses 
of people are living out their lives without 
ever having heard the story of God's love 
for them. This is not only true on a world
w ide scale, it is true on a national sca le and 
it is true in the very communities where 
some of our most ac tive congregations are 
located. This is a situation with which no 
sincere child of God can ever be satisfied. 
Yet no solution has been found, and nothing 
we have tried offers the hope of a solution. 

We have tried the radio and the press. 
Every phase of the advertis ing field con
sidered compatible with the Chri stian stand
ard of ethics has been tried in an effort to 
get people to hear the Gospel. But when 
every effort along any or a ll of these lines 
has been exercised to the limit of practic
ability, great multitudes of those ignorant 
of the Truth are unenlightened and many 
searchers for Truth are left groping in dark
ness. It would seem, therefore, that we have 
tried most of those things that are high and 
far away, and with ver y little s uccess. This 
would seem to be an opportune time for us 
to make a carefu l examination of the things 
we have dismissed as unworthy of careful 
attention. 

I think every Bible student is aware of 
the s uccess attending the ministry of the 
l\laste r and His ea rly followers. The avalan
cial spread of the Gospel at their hands 
stands out in bold relief against the failure 

of our efforts to evangelize even a small 
portion of the world since the dawn of the 
RestOl'ation. I doubt that we may attribute 
our failure to a lack of individual effort, for 
I do not believe we have 8ufflcient grounds 
for concluding that the human effort put 
into spreading the Gospel during the first 
century exceeds, by any great degree at 
least, the effort of modern times. The vast 
dilTer ence in r esults can not be measured 
by the difference in effort. We must look 
elsewhere, and perhaps when we succeed in 
isolating the difference we will have found 
the secret to successfully propagating the 
Gospel in our day. 

I imagine that many have already con
cluded that the difference in what the early 
di sciples were able to accomplish and what 
we have failed to accomplish can be ex
plained by the tact that they were given the 
power to perform feats beyond the realm 
of natural phenomena. This conclusion, al· 
though it is the most obvious, fad es away in 
the light of careful investigation. We must 
keep in mind that thi s miracle-working 
power was a temporary arrangement. It was 
divinely intended that it should be replaced 
by a more perfect. more complete plan. (See 
1 Cor. 13: 10). Thus it is made clear that 
"the perfect law of liberty" was intended 
to be more effecti ve than miracle-work ing 
power. If it hasn't proven so in practice, it 
is safe to c'onclude that we have failed to 
make the proper use of it. If the early dis· 
ciples could literally cover the earth with 
the Gospel, us ing a temporary, incomplete 
arrangement, we should be able to do as 
much with a plan that is as permanent as 
time, and perfect when measured by Heaven's 
standards. 

My study of this subject has led me to 
form very definite convictions. Not the least 
among them is the belief that we need not 
remain in darkness as to just what it was 
which enabled the early Church to do what 
we have so far fa iled mi serably to do. That 
thi s knowledge has so far eluded modern 
Bible students cannot be denied. But the 
methods of the early Christians are there
written across the pages of inspiration. With 
these methods they were able to attack the 
citadels of evil with an impact that rocked 
the world and changed the course of civiliza
tion. Whether we shall continue to fa il, or 
lift the ligh t of Truth from the obscurity 



where our lack of perception has placed it, 
wUl be determined by whether or not we 
are willing to th row oft the chains of preju
dIce a nd tradition so that we cali rise high 
enough to see clearly aU the way hack to 
JerusaJem. 

The world is teeming with lost souls who 
cry for deliverance. We caDDot sIt back and 
walt tor social, political or economie powers 
to deliver them. Truth, today as always, is 
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the magic key ~o the door of salva tion. There 
Is enough saving power in the Gospel to save 
every honest person in the world. It WILL 
save them if they are given an opportunity 
to hear it. Taking it to them is our resPon
sibllity. Shall we ,, \oIlow the foot-prints of 
the early disciples "into all the world"? 
Shall- they ,hear, or in that last Great Day 
shall they accuse us with-"I never knew"? 
Ours the choIce and the responsibility. 

CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE - A Forum 
"A man who is not a member of the 

church divorces his wife on the ground of 
Incompatibtuty. Later, he becomes engaged 
to a sister in the church who , ~eserts the 
church and marries him. At the end of a 
year she calls you and asks 'what she must 
do to be reinstated in the fellowship of -the 
congregation of which you are one of the 
elders. What would you tell her ?" This 
question was sent to six elders In five states 
for a forum rep1y. We present herewith 
three ,of those replies. The others will be 
provided- in our 'next issue. -

DEWEY WWE, Des Moinee:, low. 

Christ says in Matthew 19: 9 there is only 
one scriptural ground for divorce. and that 
the one who marries' an unserlplurally di
vorced person commits adultery. The pass~ 

Ing of a year's time In no way changes C;:OO's 
law or the fact that the sister is guHty of 
the charge made against· her. To be rein~ 

stated in the fellowship of'·the congregation 
because of any sIn requires the gu11ty per
son to repent of, the evil and tUrn from it. 

The example given in 1 Corinthians 5, of 
the fornicator and his father 's wife, teaches
that ' he was reinstated to fellowship only 
after he had left oft his sinful acts. If It 
was a sin for tbe sister to marry the man 
In the first place, the thing required of her 
to be reinstated Is that she give hIm up now. 

CARL LANDES, Kansa. City, Mo. 

This question with others of ltke import
ance ,has probably caused more confusion as 
well as more lost souls, than any other re
lating to church dlscipl1ne. To my way of 
tblnking there Is 110 difference In sin before 
God. Sin is a disobedience of the law. In 
tbis case there are two sins, either of which 
t"f unrebented ·ob, w1ll _cause this person to 
lose her 8OUl. . Matthew 12: 31, 32 Is -v;ery 
platn on thls: "aU manner of sins," etc. If 
I were called upon for a decision In this case 
all I could do or advise would be repent
ance and public acknowledgement before God 
and the church of adultery and forsaking the 
.... mbly. (See John 8: 11). 

JOHN C. PACE, Ri.enid., Calif. 

I would ask her to make two confessions; 
first, that she bad sinned In deserting the . 

.. 

church. I think tb$s is 80 clearly required 
that it needs neither comment nor proof at 
this time. 

The second confession required would be 
that she sinned by contracting a marriage 
which, aside from the questton of "«,"hether 
she had a right to marry an unbeliever, con
stituted the sin of adultery, because the di~ 

vorce the man had received was not based 
on the only scriptural reason for diVorce 
(Matthew 5: 31, 32). I would admonish her 
to guard against the carnal desires which 
led her to commit 8uch grievous sins, point
Ing out carefully tl;1at she had in fact loved 
the man she married _ more than she Javed 
Christ. I w6uJd also point out the teaching 
of Paul in 1 Corinthians 7: 12·16, and that 
of Peter in 1 Peter 3: 1, 2; which seems to 
me to be the part of "the perfect law of 
liberty" which supersedes that part of the 
Old Testament which required the kind of 
settlement recorded in Ezra 10: 2-17. 

I believe that the Lord would receive the 
one party to ttie marriage in this case just • 
as willingly as he does the one who obtains 
his pardon by prImary obedience to the 
gospel. He .would not grant .pardon to either 
unless he (or she ) were willing, If neces
sary to l-eave husband or wife In order to be 
with the Lord (Matthew 10: 37) . 

FROM THE EDITOR 

The forum on "Marriage" wUl be tem
porarily suspended after the August issue, 
in which the above question will be discussed 
by Tilden Lawson, · New Castle. Indiana; 
C. H . Cassell, Pomona, Callt'. ; and Otto 
Scblieper-l... Hartford. Illinois. In the Septem
ber issue we wtU start printing the results 
of a survey which wiIl reach readers in 27 
states and Canada. Many of these vie have 
never met. We do not know how they feel 
-about conditions in the brotherhood and_ 'the 
world. But we have addressed to them a 
question by maU, as follows.: "In your honest 
opinion, what one factor more than any 

r other~ retards the advancement of New Tes
tament Christianity in these days?" To be 
absolutely fair we wiU publish all responses 
for you froni~ these ftfty whom we have· 
asked to state their convictions. We feel 
sure -that you will read with Interest those 
re»l1es in the next few months. Tell your 
f r iends about this coming featore. 

II 

IF JESUS WERE · HERE 
By HENRY BO,REN 

If Jesus were here today, might he not 
say: "Woe unto you, churchgoers, hypo
crites; ·in vain do you worship me, teaching 
for doctrines the commandments of men. 
For ~aylng aside the commandment of God, 
ye hold the tradition -of men. Full well ye 
reject the commandment or ' God., that ye 
m·ay keep you'r own tradition. 

"For I commanded you saying, 'Evan
gelize the world,' and 'Make dISCiples of all 
naUons;' but ye say "We're not paying for 
any preaching we do not hear," and 'We 
need the preaching here to pep us up.' Ye 
muzzle the ox that treadeth out th-e corn in 
virgin fields that· ye may hold to your tradi
tion of two meetings V,er year; 

"As an example" consider my serva~t, 

faithful in all things, Arthur Freeman, at 
Mexico. Missouri, who bas been ·forced to 
labor with his hands that be may obey my 
command. But..ye w1l1 say 'Have we not sent 
sevel'al doUars in thy name, and in thy 
name made other wonderful contributions?' 
Yea, verily, and I say unto you, that not 
everyone who contrlbuteth a few doUaTS in 
my name shan enter the kingdom of heaven, 
but he that is steadfast and unmovable In 
the commands I have given. For a great 
door and effectual hath been opened unto my 
servant Arthur in Mexico and the ciUes 
round about, and yet he Is forced to lay 
down the sword of the gospel and take up 
tbe tools of the carpenter, lest his little 
ones suffer need. 

"Yea. and yet more; for many things do 
ye, making the word of God of none etrect 
through your tradition. 

"Verily, verily, I say unto you, that this 
people honoreth me with their Ups; but 
their hearts, yea, and their pocketbooks
are far from me. I know thy works, that 
thou hast a name that thou Uvest, ' and art 
dead. Be watchful and strengthen the things 
which remain that are ready to die, for I 
have not found thy works perfect before God. 

"If any man 'have ears to hear. ~et him 
hear." 

(Compare Mark 6: 6-16; 16: 15, 16; Matt. 
7: 21·23; Rev. 3: 1-3. et aJ.) 

A WORmy PROJECT 
One at the most commendable works in 

this brotherhood is the pubUcation of the 
monthly paper, W estern S tate!' NeWs, at 
Klamath FaUs, Oregon. Brother Kenneth 
Morgan, as ·editor, is doing a remarkable job 
in bringing news of the congregations to 
attention of all. The. paper Is stimulating, 
r efreshing and edifying to the spirit. It 
should hav.e a place in _every Christian home. 
Kenneth Is BOund in teaching, humble In 
Ufe and ferven.t in spirit. He needs the belp 
of all in enlarging the paper and making It 
reach out in a wIdening circle of influence. 
Send a dollar' today for a year of good read~ 
Ing. Addr ... It to Box 530, Klamath Falla, 

/ . 
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",RADIANT TRUTH" REVIEWED 
By W. CARL KETCHERSIDE 

Any proposal which 1s calculated to af
fect the church of God should be subjected 
to close scrutiny and Intensive review. Those 
who present their convictions publicly. 
should expect. and if honest will desire, a 
public review of such sentiments as they 
express. Only thus can scriptural research 
flourish and the One Body be protected 
against innovations and digressions. For 
years, the brothe rhood of which we are a 
part has been given the spil'it of slp.mber, 
and the restoration movement has been 
hindered by our being "at ease in Zion." It 
is a healthy omen when men who love God 
and each other challenge anY' idea and put 
it to the test of God's holy revelation. 

R ecently. our brothe r, Fred Fenton. of 
Kansas City. Mlssoud. has announced his 
intention of testing some of the things which 
have appeared in Our pages, and the first 
such document from his pen has been pre
sented under the title "Radiant Truth." A 
copy of 1 t may be obtained by addressing 
him at 7523 West G3rd Street Terrace, Mer
riam. Kansas. 

In his first paragraph he states a great 
truth: "Let us not blindly assume that we 
have learned a ll about the Lord 's plall. ' Ve 
have just emerged from the dark ages, and 
there may be much tha t we have not dis
covered of things pertaining to our duties to 
God. Moreover. an untiring quest for such 
things must be a part of the life · of every 
true Christian . . . . Brethren who have pro
posed certain changes are to be commended 
for the spia'it of investigation which they 
have invited." 

'Ve have nothing to complain of in the 
spirit shown by Brothe l' F enton, and recipro
cate his sta tement, "We invite your coopera
tion and criticism, and humbly pray that a 
people more 'rooted and grounded in love' 
will be our joyOUS a chievement.' .. 'Ve could 
only wish our brother had read more care
fully our writIngs which he proposed to 
criticize, and thus have saved much space 
and time. He gives evidence of but cursory 
examination in several instances, and of 
jumping a t conclUSions in others. It is one 
thing to oppose what a man believes; an 
altogether diffe rent thing to oppose what 
you thin k he believes. 

"The Feeling in the Air" 

Our brother quotes a report made by me 
of attendance at a service in London, En
gland, April 27, 1947, as follows: "At 11:00 
a. m., the breaking of bl' __ ead service starts, 
to continue until 12:30 (noon). I have 
sensed that there is a feeling in the air, but 
am not yet apprised as to its reason." He 
then quotes another stntement fi'om the same 
issue of our paper. but from a different 
article, as follows: "I shall contend earnestly 
for an entirely different conception on the 
part of the church of God 's system of wor-

ship and minis try." Our brother gets these 
two unrelated statements connected in his 
next paragraph, and wonders about them 
considerably. 

He says, "I do not presume to say that 
this statement Is the result of an appraisal 
of the 'feeling in the ail',' but I do mean to 
say that this is a very unusual statement 
for a representative evangelist of The Church 
of Christ to make, and that the statement 
was made following time which would have ' 
permitted such an appraisal. The statement 
announces an in tention to 'contend earnestly 
for an entirely different conception on the 
part of the church of God's system of wor
ship and ministry,' and it was after he had 
sensed 'a feeling in the ail" while attending 
the worship of those who differ from us, 
that the announcement was made." 

This connection would be laugbable were 
it not for the fact that some misguided soul 
who does not have access to the paper in 
which the report appears, might think I am 
being mati va ted by a "feeling in the air" to 
contend for a different attitude in regard to 
our worship and ministry unto the Lord. 

That "feeling in the ail''' was toward me. 
The brethren at London are much opposed 
to Christians engaging in carnal warfare. 
I have always felt that Christians could 
conscientiously bear .. arms in defensive 
struggle to protect their homes. I wrote a 
book called "Fighting Christians" and some 
of our soldiers abroad made it ava ilable to 
the British brethren, who disagreed with it 
in virtually every particu lar. Accord ingly, 
when ar rangements were being made for me 
to go to London, they discussed among them
sel ves whether I should be allowed the free
dom or the pulpit when I arrived. They 
agreed to welcome me, but to request that I 
submit to questioning on my position. At 
this first se rvice which I attended, it was 
obvious that a degree of tension existed. 

Had Brother Fenton read on, he would 
have found in the second paragraph after 
the one which ca used his consternation this 
statement, "Afte l' the meeting is out, I leaI'll 
the reason fOl" the tenseness of feeling. Bro. 
Scott asks me If I will be willing to answer 
questions, if an after-meeting is called. Al
though it Is a su rprise to me, I readily 
ag ree .. .. Somebody Introduces the wa r 
question and I know immediately this is the 
reason for the fri ction." You may read my 
account of that diSCU SSion in the paper da ted 
September 1947, page 2, column 2. I conclude 
the account thus, "It appeared when we 'were 
rcady for adjournment at 11 p. m. that the 
atmosphere had cleared cons iderably and we 
all felt free r with each other." So I cleared 
the atmosphere of the feeling in the same 
issue in which I mentioned it, but Brother 
F enton not knowing that it was cleared, con
cluded that "following time which would 
have permi tted such an appraisal" of that 

feeling, I decided to Issue a very unusual 
statement for a r epresentative evangelist. 
On that last point, I may plead guilty that 
I never ask myself when I ge t ready to state 
my convictions, If this is the usual way of 
doing so. Since "I confer not with flesb and 
blood" it is apparent that some of my state
ments will appear unustial to brethren. 

"The Entirely Different Conception" 
The statement, "I shall contend earnestly 

for an entirely different conception on the 
part of the chUrch of God's system of wor
ship and ministry," causes our reviewer to 
say, " If it were true, it would be shocking 
to learn that we must change our entire 
conception of the worship and ministry. If 
, ... :e bave not been right, at least in a few 
respects. where has the Church of Christ 
been in America ?" Under other circum
s tances, that last question might provide the 
subject-matter for some lengthy discussion 
of its own. But in this instance our good 
brother is again seeing spectral figures 
where there nre no tangible ones to worry 
about. 

The statement was a quotation from an 
article " What ? No Pulpits?" which occa
sioned as much comment as any I had ever 
written up to that time. I intended for it 
to do so, and wrote it with a view to chal
lenging the thinking brethren in the church. 
Our brother is kind enough to state later in 
his document, "Quotations of brethren are 
excerpts from repor ts and essays that we 
cannot quote in full , for lack of space. I 
want to make it 'Clear that it is not my in· 
tention to mis represent any of my brethren, 
and if my interpretation of these writings 
is incor rect, correction wm be made upon 
receipt of the author's own interpretation .... 
It is regre ttable that space did not permit 
the publication in full of our articles, for 
they would have explained our position with
out necess ity of additional reply. 

In the very Ilext paragraph after the one 
referred to, I stated exactly what the modern 
conception of the church is as I understand 
it. I fur UteI' set forth the apostolic ideal, 
which we must l'eturn to, and this will de
mand an entirely changed conception or 
we will never go back to Jerusalem. Here 
it is : 

"The early church gathered around a 
f(tble; the modern church sits before a pul
pit. The Lord placed the table in the church 
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80 it cOJlld remember its debt to Him; the 
clergy placed the pulpit tn the church to 
bring it In debt to them. In the e~rly church 

, they, aU spoke o:Q.e by one; today all the 
speaking Is done by one. Then.: the Spirit 
was kindled; now It is quenched. Then they 
claimed to love each other and talked about 
Jesus ; DOW they claim to love J~SU8 aod talk 
about each otber. In those. days they ex· 
erted an ettort to exhort; now they have to 
be emarted to exert an etrort," 

I do not propose to change a single thing 
that God has revealed. I wpuld Dot add one 
item of .worship to those speCified. I would 
Dot consent to the elimination of' one re
quirement of Holy Writ. But "concepts" 
h!lve to do with ' idea.t about things. And we 
may do all that the book requires and still 
have false ideas about the reasons and 
motivations therefor . . We may draw near to 
God with our lips and our hearts be far 
from Him. It is the attitude of the church 
Which must be changed If we ever carry the 
present restoration movement to Its glorioUs 
consummation. 

Cloeed CoD1p1union 
1 have said but little about this subject 

at recent date, not be~ause 1 have altered 
my opinion or changed my conviction, but 
because 1 bave no desire to become a hobby
ist upon any subject. It is unfortunate that 
many at us have never ' learned to differ 
without d1vldlng, and 1 have no wish to 
create schism or to encou'rage Schismatics. 

' I do not think- the average Ind~vldual w~ 
opposes U8 knows what our position is. and 
often that lack of knowledge is due to Buper
ficial study, and pe'rhaps too, to our lack of 
abtUty to make ourselves plain with the 
ftegree of perspicuity necessary to a journal 
so limited in space. I believe tbat we should 
work out our differences in a spirit of love, 
honesty and deep respect for , each other. 
And whtle Brother-Fenton and 1 can engage 
In this dIscussion without rancor, others 
may become incensed that someone dares to 
questton or craBS their historic position. 
However, I am eagerly hoping for the time 
when, as a brotherhood, we may manifest 
such Charity toward each other that all 
matters of difference can be resolved in 
brotherly kindness and without spUtting 
the Body. 

My reason for noticing tWs problem now, 
then, Is to clear up some of the mlsunder· 
standing which seems to be In the mind 
of the author of "Ra~iant Truth." When I 
published my first arU,cle In favor of limit. 
Ing the communion of the body and blood of 
the Lord to those who had been baptized into 

( _ Christ, Bro. Vernon Hurst flIed with me a 
lengthy bil1 of objections to my position 
under, the heading "We Who Neither Invite 

_ Nor Debar." It was. as well written :as any
thing J have seen trom those who take that 
posltton, but it was too long for our publica
tion, and I asked him to w1thdraw it until 
further debate was neces~ry, at which time 
I would &lve him the full privilege of being 
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heard. He thereuPQD wrote me as follows: 

"Fr&D.kly, there Is very little difference 
between u"S , on the close communIon matter. 
It Is my wholehearted conviction that we 
need to be made aware of what that par
ticular service means to us. Like you, I be
lieve we have lost the true perspective of 
the service we call the worship. When we 
have taken care of that, there will be no 
need for taking steps to bar the unlmmersed 
from the Lord's Supper. One of the first 
steps, in my judgment, would be to establish 
clearly that preaching was for the world, 
and teaching for the, church, That done, we 
would know that preaching is not a feature 
of the worship. Then, when we understood 
tha~ we would know that the worship ser· 
vice Is not a service to Convert sinners. 
Somewhere along the line we would wake up 
to the fact that edifying the saints _ and 
preaching ' the gospel to sinners are two 
distinct operations. When we understand 
that the assembly of the saints on the first 
day of , th~ week for the service, of which 
the breaking of bread is the central part, 
and that the entire servic~,: Is without slg
nJficance to the sinner, the picture will coin-
plete itself.': ' 

Brother Fenton fluotes this in full, and in 
connection therewith quotes John 3: 16, 
Luke 19: 10, and 2 Corinthians 5: 17-19, all 
of which passages we fully agree with, as 
we do with the rest which he cites. But" 
they have not one iota of bearing upon the 
(luesUon before us. I do not always agree 
with all that Brother Hurst writes. That Is 
true with most of the writers ot the MISSION 
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proclalmer but to personally take part in the' , ': 
service. IOWhen ye come together, eVer}I 

one 0/ lIP'U hath a psalm, hath a doctrine. 
hath a revelation, hath an interpretation. 
Let aU things be done unto edifying." This
is a pattern of the early church assembled 
to worship God. Observe that they did not 
gather to IlBt;eIi to an evangelist proclaim. 
the glad tidings wbich they had already 
heard, but to edify each 'other by speaking 
to edltlcation, exhortation and- comfort 
(verse 3). 

Brother Hurst did not imply in his 
arUcle that it was wrong for non-members 
to be present. The New Te.tament teaches 
that they might be. ~"U therefore the whole 
church be come toget~er into one place ... 
and there come in those that are unlearned. 
or unbelievers" (verse 23). But such un
bellever.s _were not brought to Christ by a 
special sermon addressed to ~hem. "But if 
all prophesy, and there come in one that be
lieveth not, he is convinced of an, he il 
judged of aIr' (verse 24). This indicates 
that all of the brethren were given the free
dom to exercise their gift, and so we read, 
"For lie m.ay au prophe8f/ one by one that 
ali may 'earn, and all may be comforted'" 
(verse 31). "Edify. exhort, comfort, teach 
otbers, worship God, learn"-these are the 
characteristic terms used to describe this 
publIc meeting of the chUrch. Compare this 
with chapter 11, verse 20 and you'll find that 
the Lord's Supper was a part of this meet
ing. Please observe \ also that singing arid 
prayer formed a part at it (14: 15). 

Our Brother Fenton makes "'mUCh of the 
MESSENOElL But I am in agreement with the statement "There is no significance in the 
principles he sets forth in the above. There lIervlce for the sinner." He asserts "There 
is i~ distinct difference in preaching and Is not one item in the long, list of duties and 
teaching. That difference 1s recogIlized devotions that we owe our Heavenly Father 
~hroughout the New Testament. There is that is 'wlthout stg)lificance to the sinner.' 
not ODe scripture which authorizes by pre. Since the communion is the principal thought 
cept or example the preaching of a sermon, in this dlscU88lon. let us apply our conclu
as we use the _ terms "preachiDg" and "ser· sion to thia item. 'Fo.r as oft~n as 1e eat 
man" when the church gatbers in one place, this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew 
for community WO!Shlp. the Lord's death till he come'" (1 Cor. 

The apostle gives unto us a picture ot the' 11: 26). 
early ,Spirit-filled church meeting for public We do not imply that there is nothlnl' 
service to ~he Lord. You w1ll fipd it re-' .... which may' be,learned about the worship of 
carded In 1 Corinthians 14. This chapter the churclr.- by a sinner . observing this · sere 
regulates the service when "the whol~ vice. But it is without aign11lcance to hili) 
~hUTCh be come together into one p~ace" because it means nothing to him. He Is an 
(verse 23). On such an occasion only tbose allen to God's kingdom and not a citizen. 
sbould sPeak who edified the churCh (verse The ceremonies of that spiritual comman-
4), Those who were zealous were to "seek wealth have no more significance to him 
tpat ye may excel to the edifying of the than would the Fourth of July to a Bo-, 
church" (verse 12). Even the "giving of hemian. What significance Is there for 
thanks" was to be ,done so that the unin· Brother Fenton in the flag of Venezuela? 
spired would know when to say "Amen" and Does It signify liberty and freedom when he 
be edified (verses 16, 17). The apostte de- sees It? It does to the citizens of that coun
elared "In the church I had rather speak five try, representing to them the great sacrifice 
words with my understanding that . • . I of their hero, Simon Bolivar! Wba~ sJgn1ft_ 
might teach others also" (verse 19). It w~ ca.nce is there to children at the kingdom of 
the deSire of Paul to teach o'thers when he darkness in that monument which means 
was in the chUrch assembled, and not to Uberty and freedom to the children ot' God? 
proclaim the gospel to those who were not B:enjamln FrankUn atruck ihe keynote. of 
members of the Body. The brethren, who this distinction when he said at the Lord" 
came together ca1D:e 11:0t t~ Usten to a g08pel Supper, "It 1s not a COtWe1"ti.ng institution 'to 



, 
give to the people of the world as.a means 
of grace to bring them up,to Christ, but an 
important part of the worship for those in 
Christ." 

In an attempt to "complete his picture" 
our brother makes a quotation from a Scots 
brother, as it aIn>eRred in our May 1948 is
sue: "It has been argu~d that open commu
nion cannot be avoidep., which is virtually 
begging the question. The membership of 
the Churches of Christ in the U. S. A. is 
generally speaking too large. Hence, you 
cannot bave the family atmosphere, nor the 
moral and spiritual control needful for the 
church at worship. Smalier numbers would 
enable the elders to maintain the personal 
tOUCh, to know their fioek, to call them by 
name .... " Brother Fenton quotes 2 Peter 
3: 9, saying, "God is 'not willing that any 
should perish, but that all should come to 
repentance.' The idea that Churches of 
Christ have too many members is not in 
harmony with such passages as this, and a 
doctrine .which favors a plan to reduce the 
number so that its adoption and practices 
may be facilitated is contrary to the very 
essence of the plan of salvation," 

Th~ does ~ great injustice to the brother 
who wrote. He was talking about local 
churches of Christ, as evidenced by his -ex
pression "elders maintain the personal 
touch, know their flock, call them by name" 
and the general tenor of his remarks. Brother 
Fenton makes it appear that this brother 
would be wilUp.g for people - to perish and 
not come to repentance, lest the church 
become too large. The brethren in Scotland 
labor harder than almost anyone else I know 

" to bring souls into the kingdom of our Lord: 
But they know and I do too, that local 
churches may become so large in member
ship that many cannot be given a chance to 
develop their God-given talents, the elders 
cannot -rule well, and will not even know 
their own fldck by name. Such a congrega
tion is too' large to work efficiently for the 
Mastei'. The brother in Scotland was argu
ing not for !euJer Ch.ristians but for more 
oangregatifms, and I agree with him one
hundred per cent. When you get a big ac
cumulation of men, money or talent in one 
'place you are headed for trouble! 

But Brother Fenton wanted to knock out 
"closed communion" and reasons that it is 
contrary to the very essence of the plan of 
salvation, because it is a doctrine which 
favors "a plan to reduce the number so that 
its adoption and practice may be facilitated.''' 
That is rather a long shot in an attempt to 
cripple what we believe to be the teaching 
of the New Testament. But using 1U8 logic, 
we may remark that it has been our obser
vation and experience that the diviSion of 
larger congregations into smaller units 
where family feeling prevails and energies 
are all directed to a proper use "makes 
increase of the body unto the edifying of 
itself in love," Thus, closed communion 
since it favors such bringing of more in to 
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the body, must be the very essence of the 
plan of salvation. That is not our logic! 

Our reviewer says, "This is not a case of 
'Close Communion' vs. 'Open Communion,' 
It is a case of 'Closed Communion vs. Self
examination.' Closed communion' assumes 
that there is notJiing in the service for the 
sinner, while Self-examination includes the 
warnings of 1 C;;orinthians 11: 23·31, followed 
by observing the Lord's_Supper outlined in 
this and other passages." A. few direct 
questions are in order. Is there a single 
warning given in these verses directed to an 
unimmersed person? Whim the apostle said, 
"I have received of the Lord that which also 
I delivered unto yOU'; was he talking about 
the church or 'the unbaptized world? If the 
Lord's Supper was delivered to the Lord's 
Pfaople, by what authority do they deliver 'it 
to those who are not his people? Can a man 
who has never been baptized into the death 
of Christ, show that death until Jesus 
comes? Did the apostle ever tell an alien 
sinner to examine himself, and to eat and 
drink in view of that examination? Does the 
expression "Wherefore, my brethren, when 
ye come together to eat, tarry one for an
other?" iIiclude any one except brethren? I 
affirm that there is not a single thing said 
in J. Corinthians 11 with regard to the or
dinances that applies to, or has any sig
nificance to the un,immersed. The apostle 
opens this chapter with the expression "Now 
I praise you, brethren, that ye remember me 
in all things, and keep the ordinances, as 
1 delivered them to you."-

I believe that an ordinance delivered to 
the church, and meant for the church, should 
be guarded and kept inviolate for those en
titled to it. Before one is qualified to partake 
of the Lord's Supper he must be baptized 
into Christ. Is it right to .-administer a1;1 
ordinance of the" Lord unto one who is not 
qualified to receive it! Would it be right 
to administer the ordinance of baptism to a 
tiny babe? We- are too lax with those bless
ings -and privileges which., the Lord has de
livered unto us! 

Preaching, and Teaching 
One gathers that this is the crux of the 

matter with Brother Fenton. He challenges 
us to place our finger on the passage which 
intimates that' "preaching was for the world; 
a'nd teaching for the church," He cites pas
ages which he feels are opposed to our con
tentio,n. It is therefore, upon this ground, 
that our future discussions must be waged, 
and I for one welcome the opportunity to 
meet the test. 

That the New Testament makes a definite 
distinction in the acts of preaching and 
teaching, every student 'must admit, for such 
passages as Matthew 4: 23; 9: 3&; H: 1; Acts 
6: 42 and 28: 31 are undeniable. It is the 
loss of this distinction which has developed 
the clergy pastor system our brother decries. 
Alexander Campbell daelared, "Preaching the 
gospel, and teaching the converts are as dis-

tinct and distinguishable employments as en
listing an army and training it, or as creat
ing a school and teaching it. Unhappily for 
the church and the world, this distinction, if 
at all conceded as legitimate, is obliterated' 
or annulled in all Protestant Christendom 
•.. They seem to have never learned the 
dit'lerence -between preaching and teaching." 

The noun euaggelion occurs 77 times in 
the New Testament, and indicates the gospel. 
The verb euaggelizoo is found 66 times, and 
refers to preaching or announcing the gos
pel. Our word "gospel" is an abbreviation of 
the Anglo-Saxon term gOOd, spell, and means 
"good news." It is not a good teaching, a 
good doctrine,_ or a good theory, but NEWS, 
gljld and great good news. You can proclaim, 
announce or herald good news or bad news, 
but' you cannot admonish news, exhort news 
or teach news. And you cannot, literally, 
preach good news to those who have already 
accepted it, for to them it is no longer news. 
It may be good, but it is not any longer 
news! You cannot "preach the gospel" to 
the church. It is contrary to aU ,the rules 
of language and logic to say that you can. 
Paul himself said, 1'1 declare unto you the 
gospel wh:ich' I preached unto you, which 
also ye have received" (1 Corinthians 15: 1). 
He could not and did not preach it to the 
church; all he could do was remind th~m of 
it, so they could keep it in memory. 

The very commission which was given to 
usher in the kingdom makes a clear dis
tinction in the acts of making disciples and 
instructing them, "Go ye therefore, and 
teach. all nations, immersing them. . • • 
Teaching them to observe all things what
soever I have commanded you" (Matt. '28: 
19, 20). The first word "teach" is -from 
matheeteuo, and means to "make a disciple" 
or "convert to discipleship." The means 
ordained for this is "preaching the gospel" 
according to Mark 16: 15. A studious com
parison of these two passages will be posi
tive proof that "preaching the gospel" is for 
the purpose of "making disciples." Having 
become a disciple, one is then a "a learner" 
and public proclamation of the good news is 
not the means by which he can grow, so the 
Holy Spirit uses an entirely ditlerent term 
for the second wOI;d "teach," That word is 
"aiaasko" and it conveys the thought of 
"instructing in a' regular and systematic 
fashion." 

Paul "taught every where in every church" 
(1 Cor. 4: 17) j he exhorted, comforted and 
charged them (-1 Thess. 2: 11); he besought 
and admonished them (1 Thess. 5: 12); he 
praised or commended them (1 Cor. 11: 2); 
he reminded them of the gospel which he 
had preached (1 Cor. 16: i), but he did not 
preach in the church. Again, Alexander 
Campbell says, "There was teaching, there 
was singing, there was. praying, there was 
exhortation in the Christian church; but 
preaching in the church, or to the church~: 
is not once named in the Christian Scrip,; 
tures." 
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1 Thessalonians 5. 22 
It Is a common thing to hear this text mls

quoted and made to read, "Shun the very 
appearance or evil." There would not be 
much barm in th~s form of· speech were it 
nol tor the apparent motive the speaker has 
tor so wording ~t; but the change Is prompted 
by a. complete misunderstanding ot the text. 
The word appearance is made to mean "re
semblance," 6S if Paul intended to teach 
that it a thing seemed to lJe evil or it it 
might "look like" it would be wrong, then 
the man of God must shun it. Doubtless 
there are many passages in the Bible that 
teach the principle stated here. Paul said 
tor us "not to let our good be evil spoken 
at" (Rom. 14: 16), and to "walk honestly 
tO,ward them that afe without" (1 These. 4: 
12). These texts were written with a specific 
applicatton in view, yet they set forth a 
principle that would be in force today. Since 
there Is plenty of teaching thatC'" plainly, 
shows the duty of being careful not to take 
any risk where the right or wrong point 
might be in question, why divert . a certain 
verse from its intended meaning in order to 
get the thought? 

But our brother thinks he has found an 
exception to this. He refers to the only case 
which even approximates it ' "And upon the 
tlrst day of the week, when the disciples 
came together to break bread, Paul preached 

. unto them" (Acts 20: 7) . He could hardly 
have selected a more unfortunate verse to 
try and sustain his apparent contention for 
preaching ' sermons to the church. The word 
here rendered "preaching" is dialegomai, 
and the very basis of it indicates ·a mutual 
exchange of thought. In the original it coil
veys the thought of conversIng with another. 
arguing, discussing. In ~lew of the import 
of the term, Adam Clarke suggests that 
much of the Ume spent by Paul in his 
lengthy conversation with the church was 
probably given over to the asking and an
swering of questions .. 

Brother Fenton again cites Romans 1: 15, 
where Paul says "I am ready to preach the 
gospel unto you that are at Rome also." He 
thinks Paul means he is coming to preach 
in and to the church there. But the apostta 
was considering this from a national stand
point. In the previous verSe be declares 
his debt to Greeks and Barbarians, and his 
desire Is to announce the glad tidings to 
these people in Rome. This Is evidenced by 
the ·con·necting word "SO"i with which verse 
15 , opens. But let Paul tell what his inten
tiODS were. In Romans 15; 20 • . 21, he says, 

One great objection to the mentioned use 
of our heading text is that it puts aside the 
real lesson the apostle intended to teach. 
The word appearooce is from eidQs and 
Thayer'S deti,nition in this pl~ce is, "form, 
kind, 1. e, from every kind at evH." The 
American Standard Version renders it, "Ab
stain from every form at' evIl," and Moffatt 
renders It practically the same. The point 
Paul Is making is that Christians should ·not 
make their own selection of the evils they 
wUl agree to· avoid, but must avoi!J all of 
them. There are many persons who would 
promptly agree to ceAse certain bad habits 
admitting them to be evil, but insist on con
tinuing in some although they are evidently 
as evll as the others. The motive for such 

. distinction is surely wrong, and is for the 
purpose of justifying one in some pet notion 
or practice, For instance, a man might agree 
to Quit lying and drinking, but insist OIl
continuing his gambling. But the text means 
to a void all forms of evil whatsoever, and 
.to observe this rule every time any evil 
shows itself no matter which at the evils 
it Is that ap~aTs or come to view. 

"So bave I strived t'o preach the gospel, not· 
where Christ was named, lest I should build 
upon another man's foundation: But as it 
is written. To whom he was not spoken of, 
they shall see: and they that have not heard 
shall understand." To Corinth he wrote, "Hav
ing hope that when your faitb is mcreased, 
we shall be enlarged by you according to our 
rule abundantly, to preach the gospel in the 
regions beyond you. and not to boast in 
another man's line of thIngs made ready to 
our hand" (2 Cor. 10: 15, 16). 

But Paul went to Rome. What did he do 
there? He preachefl the kingdom of God, 
and taught those things which concern the , 
Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 28: 30,31). What 
was the result? "The Lord stood with ·me. 
and strengthened me; that by me the preach
Ing ,might be tully known, and that all the 
a.mtile. might hear" (2 Timothy 4: 17). 
This was said of Rome. 

Bro. Fenton next tries 1 Corinthians 1: 17. 
He remarks of the apostle, "He explained the 
two ettects of the 'preaching of the cross' to 
the two classes of people, as follows: 'For 
the preaching of the· craBS is to them that 
perish foolishness; but unto UB which are 
saved, it is the po~er of God:" Our brother 
is incorrect in his assertion that this ex
plains the two effects of the gospel. This 
shows the attitude of the two groups toward 
it, and not the effects which it had upon 
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them. The effects are condemnation to the 
wicked; and salvation to the righteous. 
That's wby one group i8 called "them that 
perish" and the other "us which are saved." 
But theIr respective. attitudes of heart to
ward it are reflected by the terms "foolish

.....ness· and "power of God:' But what has 
tbis to do wIth preaching to the church! 
Would not those who are saved recognize the 
gospel as God's power it , they never heard 
another formal sermon? The gospel has 
been given to the ghurch to proclaim. They 
could Dot do that witb something which they 
themselves believed to be wlth:out po~eocy 
to acbleve the end which God intended. 

Brother Fenton falls tnto the fallacy of . 
"begging the question" when he sayB, "Paul 
did not charge Timothy to 'Preach the g0s

pel to sinners .only;' neIther did he say 
'Preach the word, except on Lord's Day;' 
but he d~ command him to 'Preach the 
word; be instant in season, out of season'" 
(2 Tim. 4: 1, 2). Neither do we say that It 
is wrong to preach the gospel on Lord's Day. 
We would gladly assist our brother tn 
preaching it on that or any other day. But 1t 
is Dot a question of what day but it the gospel 
proclamation is a part of the worship 01 the 
church. It is a subtle shifting of the discus
sion from where to when which might un
witUngly deceive the careless student. 

·Paul's charge to Tim6thy was to enable 
him to do the work of an evangelist (verse 
6) and this requires gospel proclamation. 
But those who were to administer instruc
tion to-Ioea) fiocks as scriptural pastors were 
told that they must be "apt to teach" (1 
Tim. 3: 2), and also possess the ability "by 
Bound teaching to exhort and to convict the 
gainsayers" (Titus 1: 9). 

Is Brother Fenton pleading for the church 
to ;hire a "preacher" to come in and deliver 
sermODS one Lord's Day per month, or more 
frequently? Is he advocating that where a 
congregation has four or more evangelists in 
the local membership that they should be 
put forward and given tbe job of edifying 
the church to the exclusion of the others 
in the church who may be less talented? He 
.commonds us for opposing the "unscriptural 
and s~ctarian pracUce kliown as 'The Pastor 
System'" and says, "We agree on this point 
but we do not agree with the extremes that 
are employed to counteract that which"-s 
wrong:' Pray, what are these extremes? is 
contending' for the mutual admonition of the 
priesthood of all believers an· extreme? Then 
Paul was extreme! . Does our brother not 
know that the thing for which he I. pleading' 
is the very thing that gave rise to the clergy 
system? . W1l1 he oppose the one-man min
ister system, and condemn the only thing 
which wlll prevent it? 

We appreciate deeply the kindliness of· our 
brother In dealing with odr position. We 
recognize that we stand virtually alone aD 
many of these thinga. We are not able to 
point to a host of oth~rl and lean tor 
suencth upon them; We can only ask au 

! 
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whom we love to study long and earnestly 
the things which are said by our brother and 
ourselves. Let Truth prevail, and God be 
glorified. Brother Fenton is a man of ability . 
He has done much in the declaration of the 
glad tidings. We have ever respected him 

_and love him as our fellow-worker in the 
Christ. May this investigation be of benefit 
to the church of the living, God, and may 

-I-'Better than -~~bies 
~ ,- ,- "-
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the Cause of the Lord "be all our employ." 
We commend Brother Fenton and all of our 
readers to "the word of God which will build 
us up and give, us an inheritance among 
them that are sanctified," If in setting forth 
our views, we have appeared in any degree 
uncharitable, rash or lacking the spirit of 
Christ, forgive us and pray for our conquest 
of the !.lesh and all connected with it. 

By NEL~ MAYNARD ,--

--;-
flAnd They All Shall Wax Old" 

Having worked in several mental hospi
tals, I recently read Mary Jane 'Vard's "The 
Snake Pit," with great interest. I am sure 

many of you know this 
is the story of a s ick 
mind. I would say that 
Miss Ward is a past 
master at understate
ment. Some of her writ
ing has the potential 
for c e of a dormant 
bomb, so powerful is the 
truth ' of her seemingly 
quietly written words. 
Among the statements 
of particular .. Signifi

cance to me, is this one " ... you were too 
well, far too well to think you could escape." 

This is the wisdom of Jesus, arrived at 
by a mind reborn of chaos and couched in 
20th century language. It is a 'warning to 
all: Only the ill hope to escape. 

What, some may ask, has being a Chris
tian to do with a mentally ill woman, hoping 
to escape from a hospital? Just this. We 
are all confined within the walls of God's 

immutable law and to think we can escape 
them is insanity! 

God's way is woven into every nerve and 
fiber of our being and 'to go against His way, 
is to throw our minds and bodies out of 
order. Every well-balanced, completely inte
grated person accepts this irrefutable fact. 

He who sins against God is sinning against 
himself. He who tries to live without God 
cannot live with himself because he is il1, 
an outcast, a creature beset by fears, con
flicts and guilt. 

Strictly speaking, we do not break God's 
law- it breaks us. We obey it and are well 
Or we disobey and are ill. The choice is ours 
and the "whole" man will know which course 
to pursue; it is only the f ill and the in
fantile who think they can outwit God. 

We bave no record of the Perfect Man ever 
having been ill. He taught mental and 
physical health and left his Hand Book for 
all; we have but to follow His advice. The 
time is coming when we will cease to dis
cuss our ailments proudly for we will know 
that we are merely betraying our trans
gressions against the teachings of Jesus! 

THE CLERICAL SPIRIT 
By W_ CARL KETCHERSIDE 

We cherish no desire to become a "thorn 
in the flesh" to any of the various groups 
which have sprung up among us, but we 
believe that honest investigation and sincere 
criticism is ever in place in religiOUS jour
nalism. We have been exposed to a great 
deal of that kind and quite a bit of the 
other kind, but it is in no spirit of retalia
tion that we point out the drifting from the 
truth which is becoming more apparent all 
ot the time in the rise of the one-man clergy 
system among the "college" chUrches. 

In "Firm Foundation" for May 17, 1949, 
appears a job wanted advertisement together 
with a picture of the applicant. Raymond L. 
eopening, of Sayre, Oklahoma, who served 
that congregation thirty months, feels that 
the church there will do just as well, and 

even better without him, and there is no 
doubt in his mind that he can do better 
in a new place. He is a little particular 
about where he takes the gospel and states, 
"When contacting me, please g ive size of 
town and congregation. I will not consider 
working with a congregation that is not in 
order; elder~ and deacons. I prefer moving 
to a town no larger than 10,000." 

It is useless for me to point out that this 
clear cut bid to serve as a hireling in a 
congregation already possessing scriptural 
pastors, would have caused hands to go up 
in holy horror fifty years ago. 'It will cause 
no ripple today except the little one that is 
made by the brethren who jump on me for 
calling attention to the unscripturality of 
such a practice as is countenanced by such 

, 

an advertisement. There is just as much 
authority in the New Testament far clerical 
robes with collars switched hind-side before 
as there is for a hireling minister to feed 
the flock in a congregation having elders and 
deacons. The modern one-man minister sys- ' 
tern which sustains and nourishes these 
churches is as foreign to the apostolic system 
as is sprinkling for baptism. 

In the early church, evangelists took t~e 
gospel to the world and when the church 
was established with elders and deacons, 
they moved on to new flelds. The apostle 
Paul, who requested that we foUow him as 
he followed Christ, declared that "I do hope 
that as your faith increases, my influence 
may be immensely enlarged through you, 
and I may preach the gospel in the lands 
beyond you without having to boast over 
work already done in another's field" (2 
Cor. 10: 15, 16). If every preacher took the 
position which is advocated by Brother 
Copening, we wonder where he would find a 
congregation with elders a nd deacons, made 
"ready to his hand." 

A sister in Florida writes, "I wish every 
member of the Body of Christ believed and 
practiced the truth. But oh, it is so different 
here. One man is solely in charge, even to 
directing that nothing be said by the breth
ren on Lord's Day morning at the Lord's 
Table, but let all teaching come from the 
minister in the pulpit." She adds, "All the 
churches here are for the hired preachers 
and if you say anything about this system, 
or protest the brethren being forced to al
ways sit and say nothing who ought to be 
put to work for Christ, the answer is, 'If you 
don't like the way we do it, keep away from 
down here.''' 

Here is ecclesiasticism gone to seed! Here 
is a hierarchy which quells thought and 
stifles initiative! Gone is the "priesthood of 
all believers" for which Jesus died! The 
church has surrendered to a hireling brought 
in to offer up spiritual sacrifices. Will you 
dare say that this is acceptable unto God? 
Where is the scripture that authorizes one 
man capturing the speaking platform be
cause of a superior education, or a polished 
presentation? Has it come about that the 
Lord's Table is to be administered by a 
special caste, class or group? Have we ar
rived thus far on the road to apostasy? I 
declare my firm conviction that God's Word 
teaches the right of every believer to edify 
his brethren to the extent of his ability, and 
any system which denies that right to the 
Body is a departure fraught with the gravest 
consequences. How long will those who have 
been set free by Christ remain the serfs and 
slaves of those who make merchandise of 
their souls? 

If you move from your present location, 
be sure and send us your change of. address 
at once! P lease assist us in this matter by 
your promptness. It saves us both time and 
money to apply on other things! 
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I Views of the 'new. B, ."""" T. ~~ I 
Spiritual Uneniployment -

At tbis writing, the economic medicine 
men are listening to the distant druIDs. 
They interpret the drumtplng dltrerently. but 

Borne hear an ominous 
note of ' hard times 
abead in' rising uhem
ployment reports. 

Unemployment, as 
anyone who has experi
enced it wHl testify. is 
very bad tor ·the indl· 
vidual, both from a ma
terJal and morale stand
pOint. 81mtlarly. general 
unemployment Is a very 
unhealthy situation tor 

the comm~ntty ana the country, including 
those fortunate or energetic et;lough to re
matn at work. 
, I'm no economist, and lack the gift of 
propl)ecy. 80 I cannot say what the tem
poral outlook may be. But J bring up the 
subject of unemployment because there's a 
great deal of It In tbe church, where it is 
much more disturbing. 

We pay, it seems to me, a great deal of 
Up service to mutual ministry, 'but when 
some 'concerted efrort 1s to be made, we look 
around tor a handy preacher we can hire 
to do the job. Nor Is, this all-even tn such 
congregations as have succeeded In stand~ 

tng by themselves under their own oversight, 
.,., the seats are too orten filled on Lord's Days 

with members who . are spiritually Gut at 
work". 

They wtU say, It you ask them, that ,there 
is notbing lett to be done ; al1 the -impor
tant chores are Rlready assigned to others. 
This ia ample evldenc~ that here is a can
gregaUon which has Dot bitten ott as much 
as it can, and should, chew. There Is no 
limit short of the combined capabilities of 

FROM W. E. BAlLENGER 
I enjoy reading the, MISSION - MESSENGER 

very much and take, this means to express 
my thanks for the good lessons in each 

\ . iseue. We sincerely thank all of the good 
brethren for their ca.rds, letters and finan
ctal assistance given tor more than five , 
years. I bav~ not been able to eve~ try to 
preach but the brethren have constantly 

, supported -my wife and me. My arms, hips, 
legs and feet give me constant pain a~d It 
ie\very , difficult to get about at all. My wife 
joins me in thanks to all ot you for your 

- gitts. May God bless. everyone of you. Please 
remember us In your prayers.-W. E. Ba.l. 
lenger, Hale, Missouri.' 

every last men,ber which a congregatioD caD 
put upon its efforts tor Christ's sake aJ;ld 
the gospel's sake! 

Sometimes, the system of assigning tasks 
is at tault. The easy way is to give the job 
to one who' does it best, or wants it most. 
Everybody would r;ltber have Brother Jones, 
a natUral musician and a born leader, direct 
singing, instead at Brother Smith who 
plods through every anthem as though it 
were a dirge. The nImble orator is .apt ,to 
be called UPOn more orten than his tongue
tied brother, because his le580ns are more 
restful to the listeners. 

When the few carry the whole load, it is 
neither good for the unemployed -many nor 
the burdened tew. These soon grumble, not 
because the load is too heavy, but because 
it ~s unevenly borne. At the same time, the 
idle members will be grumbling that they 
have nothing to do, and no one will ever 
give them anyj,hlng. 

There will, ot COUrse, be some who are 
simply lazy. They do not want to work, and 
it _ asked to do so, wUl not show ' up at aU. 
How such men and women hope to fate at 
the Bar of Judgment is something they will 
have to rationalize with their own- con
sciences., POSSibly they believe they'U get by 
because they have never smoked a Cigarette. 

~ beHeve the church cao become too In
trover ted; that it can forget what It was 
established here to do-to preach the Word 
that can save the -world. We must tUrn out
ward ft:,om ourselves, from our tight little 
circle of bellev,ers and erring brethren of 
one bobby or another, and look upon the 
whole world as the field to be sQwn. In ~ tbls 
undertaking there is plenty tor everyone to 
do-too much, were Jt Dot for the belp we 
can expect from our Emplo:rer! The harvest 

, is great; the laborers few. 

OLD scoTI.ANb MEETING 
"The Responsibility of the Church to the 

Local Community" was the theme of the 
forum which featured the afternoon meeting 
at Old Scotland, Missouri, on May 29. SeV4 
eral congregations were represented" and en
joyed three meetings and a basket dinner yo 
Harold Hay~ had charge of an edJtytng pro
gram. , 

FOR THE SICK 
,It you know o~ anyone who 1s sick or 

shut-in, send the' correct name and address 
to Mrs. l\1ae Klein, 1269 Delaware, St. Louis, 
Missouri. An appropriate booklet "Bits of 
Cheer" will be sent to them. 

I 
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RICHMOND INVITATION 
The church at Richmond, Missouri ~8 send

iog out invitations to a spectal meeting 
which will be held on Ju1y' 24. There w11l be 
three services with basket dinner. W. Carl 
Ketcherside will speak at all t meetings, 
and other speakers will participate. J!!xten
sive advertising is being done In ' the com
munity. and loud speaker attachments will 
a"ccommodate the expected overflow aud\
ences. 

SHIPPENSBURG MEETING 
Brethren from several states gathered by ,

invitation or the little congregation at Ship
pensburg, Pennsylvania, -ror three · daye of 
spiritual feasting on May 28. 29, 30. An In
spiring program completely fitled -the enUre 
perIod, ahd was capably directed by Ellis 
Crum, Jr" assisted by other brethren. The 
church at Jacksonville, in the same state 
issued an Invitation to breth'rE!D to assemble 
with them next year a( the same time_ 

A CLEAN CHURCH 
The book "A Clelln ChUrch" has been 

acclaimed- in this country and abroad as 
being one of the best expositions on the sub
ject of diScipline in the churches of. Christ 
which ha§. ever been vroduced. You. can 
still obtain a copy of it tor your llbary at 
the modest price of $1.50, &0 why not send 
to this' office for ODe immediately? Order 
yours today! ________ ~.II~--------

UNIONVIlLE INVITATION 
The 'churCh meeting at 1300 Grant Street, 

Unionville, Missouri has mailed Invitations 
to all congregations in the area to attend a 
special alJ-day meeting service, July 31. A 
program making it possible for a number of 
consecrated young people to participate is 
being worked out under direction ot Hershel 
Ottwell. Congregations are asked to notlty 
t he brethren a.bout how many expect to aj.
tend this spiritual feast ot fellowship. _ Ad- -
dress ...-al1 - commul\tcations to Miss Shirlee 
Melton, Box 87, Unlonvllle," Mo. 

WARRENSBURG MEETING 
More than 150 visitors from 18 congrega

'tions in 4 ' states helped to provide tpe 
largest....audience in the history or the church 
at Warrensburg, Missouri, on June 5t Short 
talks were made by vislthlg elders and 
others. Raymond Stevens was chaIrman of 
the proceedings. Other evangelists from 
out of the area included Borden Higgen
botham, Anderson, Indiana; Thomas Dennis, 
Mount Ayr, Iowa; and W. Carl Ketcherside, 
St. LOUiS, Mo. 

,Bl,DLE COMMENTARY, .by E. M. Zerr, can be 
obtained th! ough this omoo. The cost of tli. 
first two volumes is $4 per copy. It you have 
not obtained theselbooks, we recommend that ', 
you send at once for you,rs! 

. , . , 
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WHAT ABOUT RELIGIOUS PAPERS? 
By W. CARL KETCHERSIDE 

The tendencies to extremism manifest 
themselves In dltrerent ways. In every in
stance such views are held at the expense of 
r~aBon and logic, and are indications ot 
shallow thinking. At present there Is con· 
siderable OPPOSition to relIgious papers in 
general. Some take the post tiOOB that such 
papers do rno·re harm than. good, that they 
have alw8)'S been the cause of division, and 
that they tend to Invest .too much power in 
the bands or one man. I propose a candid 
investigation of these argumentS. 

I freely admit tlrat 80me vapere are em
ployed to do more harm than good. I admit 
that Borne papers bave- been used to build 
up lacUonS and sponsor division. I admit 
that some editors have assumed authority 
and arrogated to themselves a position ot 
power dictatorial tn its nature. But this 
has nothing to do with the i~ue at. whether 
or not it Is right to print the gospel and 
send it forth. Many preachel'8 do more harm 
thEm good, build up factions and sponsor 
division, as well as assuming dictatorial 
powers. h this an argument against preach
ers! Shall ,,!,e cease to believe in ~preachlng 
altogether because of the conduct of 80me 
who engage in it? What proves too much 
proves nothing at aU except the weakness 
of that kind of an argument. 

Some take the position that ALL papers 
are wrong because a few fight against their 
brethren, and use their pecullarly fortunate 
situation to do so. Is that a reason for 
quitting all papers, especially those which 
follow after things tbat make for peace Bnd 
things wherewith one may edify another? I 
once heard two preachers arguing over the 
telephone In a disgraceful manner. Shall we . 
take all of the telephones out of our homes? 

,I knew two men who fired telegram.s at 'each 
other, written to great length in order to 
carryon controversy. Shall we refuse the 
facilities of Western Union for good pur
poses because they are ..sometimes abused? 

There are four great avenues open today 
to enable us to carry the truth to dying 
humanity. They ' are the voice. pen, ' press 
and ·radlo. I believe that God expects us to 
use everyone of them in a manner acceptable 
unto Him. Neither ot these' can set forth an 
opinion by itself. All of them can only be 
utilized 'as man employs them. It Is not the 
paper that is at fault when wrongly em
ployed. Neither Is it the radio or the letter. 
It is Jhe m.a..n. behind them! The radio can 
say nothing except 88 something is ' saId 
into It! The paper can say nothing except 
as something Is written Into tt! 

It iso't the paper tbat speaks. It is the 
heart of the man. who edits it "For out 

'Of the heart proceed evU thoughts ... false 
witness .. _ blasphemies" (Matt. 15; 19). 
I've known people to quit the chUrch of 
Christ, because they attended some place 

, where there was flghUng and arining going 

'00. The church was not responsible. It was 
the people who composed that particular 
congregation who were guilty. It is illogical 
to qutt papers in general because one paper 
goes oft on a tangent through the evil heart 
of its editor. 

It is my conviction that Gutenberg in
vented the art of printing from moveable 
type by t~ providence of God. It caIne' at 
the very time when the world was enslaved 
in mind by the Roman hierarchy. With tbe 
advent of this me~hod of distribution for 
truth, the Dark 'Ages were doomed. The 
circulation of printed Bibles and explana· 
tions struck the sbackles from the souls of 
milllons and the disseminated Ught flooded 
the earth with effulgent rays of eternal 
brightness. The press is the "modern gift 
of tangues." Througb it man may speak in 
all languages to all nations, and by It be 
can "gO into all the world and preach the 
gospel to every creature." True, ther.e will 
be abuses of this tift, as there were abuses 
of the original miraculous gift of tongues. 
Now. as then, men use the privilege for 
exaltation and pride. Those who are for· 
tunate enough to bave the abUity to Bound 
forth the . Word often 8ubllmate the gitt to 
thelt own evil wishes. Bur just as the gift 
of tongues was not blamed for its abuses, so 
we should not blame papers fOr the evil 
created by a few publishers. 
-It i8 right to speak th~ Truth. It Is a 

command to do 80 (Titus 2: 1). It is scrip.. 
tural for one congregation to write an ex
hortation to other congregations in a given 
area (Acts 18: 27). It is right for brethren 
to write questions which trouble them and 
send them to one In whom they have 'con
ftdence tor reply (1 Cor. 7: 1). It is right to 
write a reply to such queries. It is proper 
to write to a congregation when-absent from 
them (2 Cor. 13: 2). It is all right to read 
a communication from a brother in the 

. church, and even scriptural to circulate such 
communications among the churches (Col. 
4: 16). It may be urged that the writer in 
each of tbese instances was an Inspired man. 
It may be argued tbat all we need to do Is 
to circulate the writings of these inspired 
ones without comment or explanation and 
that anything more than this Is out of bar
mony with the Scriptures. 

If this, were true, then no man could stand 
before an aUdience and interpret or explain 
a passage In the Bible. All he could do 
would be to read. the written Word. But we 
are told to exhort, comfort and edify. This 
necessitates more than mere reading. It re·, 
quires proclamation, explanation and even 
ftlsputation. If it Is right to do this ora1ly 
it is right to do It In writing. If not, then 
a dear and dumb man, even though well 
informed and superior :In knowleqge of the 
Old Book could never ' edlfy the church. The 
ablllty to explam the gospel ·Is a talent. 

.. 
, Some men have a. talent for speech. Othe~ 
have a talent for writing. To suppress either 
of these talents Is contrary to the esscnce 
of" the Scriptures. We would seek rather to 
~r~te avenues jn which men ca~ develop 
their abilities, than. by prejudice and false 
reasoning, stifle the talent and quench the 

"Spirit! 

Wbat IS" the remedy for the condition 
whlc4 has troubled us In the past? What 
shall we do about "paper fights"? I rcply 
there ean be no such thing as a Hpaper fight," 
There may be preachers who seek to advance 
their own selJlsh interests by treading upon 
the rights of others, and they may use the
papers they control to achieve their ungodly 
ambitions and promote their carnal interests, 
but the blame cannot be put on the paper. 
It must rest upon the man! You cannot 
eliJidnate the human factor! 

Papers can do a lot of good! They can 
also do a lot of -harm! Wbether they do good 
or evil depends upon th~ men who pub1tsh 
them. It is true that be,lng an editor gives 
one a wider range of service. His doctrine is 
extended _t&-the remotest boup.d of his cir
culation. I sit tn my room and teach people 
in Canada, Australia, New Zealand. England. 
Ireland. Scotland and Switzerland. Thus my 
arm is extended to much at the world. ' But. 
the mere fact that I have, a j'long arm" does 
not give me the right to use "strong arm" 
methods upon brethren anywhere on this 
earth. 

It is my firm cODviction tbat I am account· 
able for what . I say and for what I write. 
The God or Heaven has seen fit to .establish 
tbe cburcb, Insofar as government is con
cerned, in congregational units. I am a mem· 
ber ot one of those congregationS: As such, 
I am subject to the oversight or that con
gregation. I am under the discipline or the 
elders of that church. I am just as subject 
to them in the gospel I write as In the gospel 
I deliv~r by oral means. It I teach error 
either way they bave a right to call me Into 
account. If I teach error orally tb~y must 
hold me responsible. If I write that which 
is false they must hold me to answer for it. 
The word which fiows from my lips and the 
word which flows from my l)en is subject to 
review at all -Urnes by the authority of the 
church. I am not a law unto myself. No 
man who is not subject to discipline is a sate 
man. ' The church becomes at his mercy and 
is helpless to defend itself. For that reason, 
I have emphasized to the elders of the ' con- • , 
gregatlon of which I am a member that 
they have If. pertect right to call me into 
account tor what finds its way from my pen ...-
into this paper. They understand that, and 
so do I. I know them well enough to know 
that they will not hesitate to act when tbey 
think I need acting upon. 

However, tliere should be in tbe heart at 
every man a definite sense of responsibility 
to the brotherhood. I do not propose to tell 
anyone else how he should write, print 
tracts, books or periOdicals. But I do wish 



to state my idea of wh~t I should do as an 
editor. I feel deeply that this paper should 
not be a medium of l;lefsonal fighting; If I 
see a brother overtaken in a fault I shall go 
to him directly. I will not publicize through 
the pages of the paper all bis Quirks and 
faUtngs, nor w1ll I prostitute this paper to 
a "brotherhood regulator" or a "spiritual 
thermometer." U I cannot restore a brother 
I w11l leave bim in the bands of his local 
eldership. They may use the paper for warn
ing against those who are guUty of heresy 
or may hurt the Cause. From tl).en on it is 
up to them. This paper is not a clearing 
house tor local church troubles!! 

I do not propose to engage in hurtful per
sonalities. I want to edlty and seek the 
things which make for peace. To that end, 
1 serve notice upon all editors that they may 
say what they please about me, even revile· 
me it they wish. They may be assured I 
shall revile not again. I am sick at heart at 
the pretence to loyalty by those who use 
their influence to destroy their brethren. 
God have mercy upon those ot us who preach 
unity and practice division; who claim to 
love God while we hate our brethren! 

I am opposed to making this paper or any 
other a test ot fellowship. I'll think just 
as much ot a man who serves God faithfully 
if he doesn't take the paper I edit as if he 
does. One does not need to take the MISSION 

MESSENGER to get to heaven! I shall respect 
the rights of all men to take the paper or 
not to take it. I want no over-zealous par
tisan In tbis brotherhood to measure any 
man's loyalty to Christ by b.ts attitude to
ward this paper. 

I shall oppose evil as I view It. I shall 
fight for truth as I see it. This is not a 
namby·pamby, mnk toast paper. But it will 
be edited In charity and love! When I am 
shown J am wrong, I wiII as publicly admit 
it as I affirmed It. I will welcome the correc
tions ot al1 my brethren, and if J correct the 
teaching of any ot them, I shall love the 
man whlle I bate his error. I need your 
prayers, your help, your guidance. I need 
the criticism ot those who love the Lord and 
my soul. And I'll welcome YOUr views of 
this arUcIe! 

SCRIPTURAL OVERSIGHT 
Bro. L C. Roberts in his article In the 

May issue, in his last paragraph assumes 
that the apostle continued his words as to 
the elders atter the 19th verse ot 1 Timothy, 
chapter 'five. It seems reasonable "to conclude 
that the apostle's words as to the elders 
only cover verses 17 to 19. Verse 20 begins 
another subject that affects the whole church, 
and this continues to the end of "the chapter. 
We object to verse 22 befng taken " 8S re
terring to the elders. Here, to lay hands on 
a member, is to make a charge against him, 
and to neglect to bring him to' book is to 
become a "partaker ot his sin. The apostle 
here gives Timothy" advice which every 
brother shOUld give attention to, whether 
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or not he be an office-bearer. Bro. Roberts 
thinks verse 22 refers to the appointment ot 
elders, but there is nothing that seems to 
support this belief. 

-Johtn A'nderson., Gta8UoW~ Scotland. 

BONNE TERRE MEETING 
A total ot· 256 persons were present at 

Bonne Terre (Mo.) on the morning ot June 
12, for the 24th annual all-day meeting, and 
the 39th anniversary ot the establishment 
of the congregation. Morning speakers were 
Ora Wneeler, Hartford, Ill.; W. Carl Ketch
erside, St. Louis. Mo.; and Fred Killebrew, 
Senath, Mo. Hershel Ottwell led_ the prayer. 
J. H. Mabery presided. Numerous short talks 
wre made by visitors in an afternoon meet
ing presided over by Fred Killebrew. 

ST. LOUIS STUDY 
The annual six weeks Bible Study in St. 

Louis starts on November 7 this year. Reser
vations tor rooms should be made as soon 
as possible. Address all requests to The 
Deacons, Church ot Christ. 7121 Manchester 
Ave., St. Louis, MissourI. 

TIlINGS TO COME 
Starting in September we wlll give you 

the answers to a poll which Covers 27 states 
and Canada. Brethren· and sisters at home 
and afar have been asked to tell what, one 
thing, in their opinion, hinders most the 
advancement of New Testament Christianity. 
This will be most interesting. Next month 
we Introduce the first ot a series on unity 
entitled, "Shall the Sword Devour Forever?" 
It Is from the pen of Roy Loney. Vernon 
Hurst resumes a series on "Applied Chris
tianity." Time would faU us to tell you of 
all the blessings in store for our readers, 
but we pr:edict that you will find the next 
six months the finest in Christian journalism 
you have ever experienced. There will be 
some challenging articles. 

JUNE 19 MEETINGS 
Cottonwood Falls, Kansas. 53 in atten

dance. Visitors from Stull, Section, Ottawa, 
and Topeka, Kansas; Kansas Ci ty,l Mo.; 
Hammond, Ill.; Glendale, Arizona. Paul 
Ketcherside acted as chairman for the day. 

DeB MOines, Iowa. Dean A venue Church 
att.endance: morning 225, night 122. Univer
sity Church: morning 55, afternoon 123. 
Visitors from 13 churches tn Iowa, Illinois, 
Missouri, Indiana and Ohio. Total · of 34 
young people trom other places. ~ugene 
Suddeth reports inspiring talks by the young 
brethren. 

Independence, Missouri. Afternoon forum 
on Mutual Ministry and Evangelism. The 
speakers were Wilford Landes, RaJph Acree, 
Sam Lawing, Carl Landes and Borden Hig
genbotham. George Kreeger reporting says 
that he feels something definite will come 
from this session of open and frank discus
sion of the work and worship. 
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A SAFE JOURNEY 
Brother and Sister A. E. Winstanley ar

rived In the United States aboard the Queen 
Mary, on June 20. They were met at the 
p1er .by a party of brethren and sisters, and 
soon atter began the journey to St. Louis. 
Open house was held at the home of Carl 
and Nell Ketcherside on June 24, tollowed 
by a get-together and picnic the following 
day at the home ot Leonard Bilyeu. A 
special welcome meeting on the afternoon ot 
June 26. 'gave opportunity tor a 'number of 
st. Louis brethren to meet Albert and Jean. 
Dur ing the month ot July they wtll be at 
the three·day meeting at Speedway City, In~ 

dianapolis, and will remain in Indiana tor 
one week, visiting several churches tn tbe 
state. They will have as their headquarters 
the home ,of Rarry and Gaenel Powell at 
Martinsvllle. Following that work they will 
be guests in the home of Charles and Hazel 
Fleener, Hammond, Illinois and will visit 
a number ot central Ill1nots congregations. 
Albert will then go to Kansas City where he 
will participate in the Bible Study, and 
speak at various nearby points at night. On 
August 1. he wll1 be a guest ot Fern and 
Anna Balley who will see that ~e is given 
the privllege ot speaking for north Missouri 
churches by arranging transportation to the 
various points that have requested a visit. 
Bro. Winstanley can be addressed at any 
time at the home of the editor and all mail 
will be torwarded to him. .. 

KANSAS CITY STUDY 
Six weeks ot intensive study and training 

will be turnished aU who attend the Bible 
Study at Kansas "City, (5906 Kenwood), 
starting July 4. Bernell Weems will direct 
the studies. The church at 26th and Spruce 
Streets will make It possible tor Roy Harris 
to teach singing at the same time. Visit 
this study " if possible. 

SPEEDWAY CITY MEETING 
As we prepare to go to press It appears 

that one of the largest audiences to assemble 
tn years wiU gather at Indianapolis, Indiana 
for the three days, July 2, 3, 4. Preaching 
brethren from every section ot the country 
will participate with otbers tn a stirring 
program stressing evangelism, Christian 
unity and fellowshtp. Advance reports and 
reservations indicate that many from other 
states wiU dr.ive to the capital city of the 
HOOSier state for an outstanding period of 
Christian achievement and edification. A re
port ot the meeting with that of the Kansas 
City three day meeting to be held at the 
same Ume will be given in the news column 
ot the MISSION MES8ENG~ next month. 

Watch for the series "Shall the Sword 
Devour Forever?" It starts In the next issue. 

Sample copies ot this Issue will be mailed 
free to your frrends upon request. 
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II 
'THIS a.nd 'THA'T from . HERE 

1: Ed mand sends a call tor aid iIi -con· 
sfructfng' a ... place of meeting at Las Animas, 
Colorado. I An air base barracks has been 

,purchased ·and will be remodeled by the little 
group. Send all contributions to Wilma 
Stephens, East Sixth S,treet, Las Animas, 
Cqlorado .... Brot.her Uland says he can also' 
aecure."C" tuning forks tor you. They come 
In a leather ease at $2 eacb .... C. R. Turner 
started. Vacation Bible Study at Vincennes 

· (Ind.) June 6, according to Fred Biery .... 
Edward Buttram sends report of the death 
of our aged brother, C. E. Carr, who passed 
away, at Neosho (Mo:) at the age of 83. We 

· extend sincere sympathy to 'Sister Carr and 
all the rest of the famlly .... J. Ed Uland 
deUvered the baccalaureate address at La 
Junta (Colo.) May 29, and started at Fair
bury (Neb.) the tollowlng day .. _ '_ Our 
hearts are saddened by reports of the death 
of Stster Bullock at Wakenda (Mo.) and 
Sister Thompson at Cowglll (Mo.). : __ W_ 
H. Cummins, cif London (England) says, 
"Thank you, for' 'A Clean Chur~h·.' Un
doubtedly this work wUl a8stst in promoting 
that 'holiness without which no man can 
~see the Lord.'--:.-All- godly men desire to pro
duce in themselves and their Christian 
brothers. the spotless character. walking in . 
white with the Savior." . . . Borden' Higgin
bQtham began a series of, meet.in~ at Inde
pendence (Mo.) June 6 ... '. Wilford Landes 
w1ll assist the Kenwood Avenu.e Church, 
Kansas City (Mo.) In the Vacation Study, 
which precedes the six weeks · class to be 
taught by Bernell Weems . ... Thomas Den
nis immersed one at' Dean Avenue Churcll. 
Des Moines (Iowa)- May 27. lie spoke at 
Wakenda (Mo.) June 5 .... W. E . Ballenger 
sends thanks to the 36 brethren and friends 
~bo, sent him the beautiful card from Ship
pensburg (Penn.) _dur1ng their three-day 
meetin,g .... You can obtain a sample copy 

, of tbe new tract "The Hope for Millions" by 
writing to Wllliam Hensley, 1705 Plum 
Street, New castle, Indiana. These wHl be 
.vailable to you' at cost .. . The church at 
Cottonwood Falla: (Kans.) held an all-day 

,meeting on June 19. There was another at 
Independence (Mo.) on the sarne date ...• 
Paul 'Ketcherside spoke at Mullinvtlle 
(Kan.) on June 6 .••. The churCh at Topeka 
(Kans_) began their Vacation Bible Study 
on June 6, for two weeks. . • _ Roy Harris 
'will conduct a stD.gtng 8chool at Kansas 
City (26th and Spruce) during a part ot 
July. • • . The annual all-day meeting at 
Antioch, .. ear Bethany (MQ.) wjll be on 

, Auguat 14. Your editor w1l1 be ahe of the 
· " 8peaker8. _ • . One was immersed at Festus 
. (ldo.) during Bro. Klllebrew'8 meeting. Two 
-were immersed at :Flat· River, June 1 .••. 

.. l','red Klllebrew announces the launching of 

a.. new congregation at Advance (Mo.), and 
~ our brother- also began at FrP4lerlcktown 

(M4?) June 12, for two weeks of special 
Iileetings. ' • • • Dick Kerr immersed 3 at 
Brookport (Ill.) May 29. Robert Brumback 
~gan a series of meetings there June 6 .••• 
m· R. TUrner had, an attendance ,of- 67 to 
start Vacation Bible Study at Vincennes 

·i lnd.) acco:r:ding to Clyde Owens .. . Ems 
Crum tells us that about 60 out.:of·town visi
tOTs ',were present for the Shippensburg 
(Peno: ) three day meeting. There were 12 
churches, 6 of them from Indiana which 
were 'r,epresented.. .. . . Arthur Stagner, 
Granite City (Ill.) reports excellerit Bible 
Study with Hershel Ottw~lI. William Stag
ner informs'_ us that "about 6" engage in edify
Ing the chUrch there eacb Sunday . ... Mrs. 
Manley Buckman, Linneus (Mo.) says they 
think ' the MISSION MXSSENQJm the finest re
Ugtous papa'r they have ever taken. 'rhanks, 
and we pray God we may keep it that-way. 
... Carroll Mitcbell, Denver (Col.) tells of 
a fine , visit tram John Patrick, who spoke 
on May 22. Bernell 'Yeems is now -finished 
with the vaca~on'_ Stud1 at Denver, and has 
worked with COlorado Springs this past 
month . ... It you'd Uke to move to southern 
Texas for work or health. write Ed Jones, 
2105 LoBi ' Ebanos Blvd., Brownsville, Texas. 
He will ' be glad to fUrnish you information 
concerning f~ithful brethren In~ ~ the Lord. 
" .. Roy Loney spoke at Fairview. nea~ Joes 
(Colo.) May 29, and at Las Animas, June 6. 
He returns to Pueblo soon for a week ot 
Jjlble Study on Old Testament types. He 
declares hil: wtlUngnesa to go anywhere to 

, assist in the Master's work . ... We aTe hi-
debted to the young people of the churCh at 
Windsor, Ontario (Can.) for a copy of 
"Christian Call" which they publ1sh each 
montb ... _ We regret to report the death 
of Sister Nettie Welch, a member of the 
faithful congregation at Brookfield (Mo.) 
She departed this Ufe June 4. Bro. James 
Truitt conducted the service tor her at 
Pleasant View . ... Roy Harris reports an 
afternoon singing at BloomfteJd (Ind.) June 
5. VacaOon Bible Study attendance there 
8verag'ed near 30. Roy began a study and 
song training class at Sherwood congrega
tion, Springfield (Mq. ) on June 6. He also 
taught tf. chtldren's study ' during the day. 
. . . J. Ed Uland says, "I don't agree with 
you on various points but love you for your 
work's sake.'-' We can say the same about 
Brother Uland on botb counts. He men~ion~d 
an enrollment of 89 in the Vacation Study 
at Fairbury (Neb.) where he is also teach. 
ing In 'Hebrews at night ... Henry Boren 
spoke at 8t. Louis (Southwest Church) on 
June 12 ...• _ One was im~sed at Flat 
River on June 16 ...• Grace BaUey-says the 

'TH'ERE II 
enrollment In the Vacation Study at Cbllli- . 
cothe (Mo.) reached 50 .. _ _ Robert Brum

.. ba~k closed at Brookport (111.) June 19 .. _ . 
Dick Kerr held a Bible Reading at Spring
field (II!.) from June 20 to July 1 with 3 
classes daily .... AU corresPondence to Anti
och church, near Bethany (Mo.) should be 
addressed to Mrs. R. C. Selby, Route 3, 
Bethany .... C. C. and Don~d Tegbtmeyer 
spoke at Antioch, June 6; C. C. Freeman, 
June 12, and Thomas Dennis. June 26 .... 
There were 43 enrolled at Independence , . 
(Mo.) Vacation Study djrected by George 
Kreeger .... Winford Lee directed Vacation 
Study at Des Moines (Dean Avenue). while 
Bob Duncan was aiding in the saIQe city at 
University Church. . . . Eugene Suddeth 
makes regular trips to assIst brethren' at 
Cedar Rapids, Ma.::shalltown and CouncIl 
Bluffs (Iowa) .... Be sure and send us 
your change of address if you move. . . . 
L. C. Roberts reported 30 in attendance at 
the Vacation Study at Red Cloud (Neb.) 
wbich closed June 17. He started another at 
Springfield (Mo.) June 20 .... Roy Loney, 
East Sixth Street, Las Animas (Col:) .stHI 
bas mimeographed lessons on the lite of 
Christ Buitable toJ' any type of study. ' Send 
25 cents. Over 60 lessons .... Mrs. M. H. 
Cook, Pollock (Mo.) says, "The MISSION Mxs
SENGER is the best paper printed." Thanks, 
but that's a lot of territory . ... Roy Harris 
reports a high attendance of 41 in the Spring
field. Missouri vacation study held with 
Sherwood congregatton .... Hershel Ottwell 
repor18 the enrollment for the study at 
Hartford (111.) reached 100 the first week. 
. . . C. H. cassell. 536 Lincoln, Pomona 
(CaUf.) wants to communicate with a 
bl'\>t)ler wllling to lend finance on their 
buUding project. The church will repay at 

~ the rate of 1% per month, plus interest .. .. 
W. carl Ketcherside spoke to large audi
ences at Shelbyville (Ill.) June 18. and at 
New Liberty. June 19. The crowd at SuUivan 
for the service overllowed the buUdtngl.. and 
many stood outside to Usten to the gospel. 
. .. Please notify us of any change In address 
as this is very important .... Winford Lee 
wtu conduct a meeting and Vacation study 
at Shelbyvllle (nt.) ___ Harold Shasteen Is 

--

scheduled for a series of meetings at New ./ 
LiberJy. Windsor (Ill:) . .. Broadcasts over 
WWXL, "are stm continuing each Sunday . 
L. E.' Ketcherside Is directing the program 
over this Peoria (III. ) staHon. The Ume Is 
2: 05 p. m .... C. R. Turner is just concJud· 
ing work at Martinsville (Ind.) .... Hubeit 
White, Granite City (Ill.) says "It is,a fine 

. paper and I really enjoy it." ... H. R. Mlller, 
Bloomington' (Ind.) 8~Y8 "It is a great 
paper .filled with helpf1,l1 material." ... Send ' 
'" gift subscription to a friend! 
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