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PARSIMONIOUS' PRETENDERS 
By W. CARL KETCHERSIDE 

Recently I preached to an audience made 
up of robbers! I was strangely unafraid in 
such company. Most of them were well-

dressed. A number of 
them ' came to the meet
ing in new cars. They 
were friendly and com
panionable, and chatted ' 
amiably before the time 
for the service to begin. 
The place was not the 
state prison, nor was 
tbere any air of the 
penitentiary about the 
location. All of the at
tendants sang cheerily 

and the hymns were given with a right good _ 

teres ted in a different kind of the same. Yet 
he is a prisoner as surely as Paul, but a 
prisoner to his own covetousness. Wtll a 
man rob God? 

Ask that young lady who bas a job as 
secretary downtown, and who bas to reserve 
time tor the beauty parlor so she cannot 
come to the midweek meeting. She spends 
a dollar for a ticket to the show and that 
much more tor a midnight snack with her 
trienq.s. Daintily she searches through her 
cluttered purse, filled with compact, lipstick, 
chewing gum, and a hundred other items. 
Under the stub for last week's $35 check 
she finds the quarter she was looking for, 
and absent-mindedly drQps it- In througb 
force at habit, her heart and mind a mile 
away. Will a woman rob God? 

To his ancient people Jehovah said, "Ye 
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are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed 
me, even this whole natton." Shall we also 
be cursed because we rob him as whole CQD.

gregations? Will we go pharisaically, hypo
critically, stealing from God, robbing heaven 
of its'" dues, and come up before the great 
Judge with the rust ot wealth to eat like 
fire our bodies and souls? How much do you 
love God? How much do you value the 
church? What price do you attach to fellow
ship, mercy and divine love? It the worl"d 
were to accept your estimate of the value 
at the church, how many of them would 
ever be brought Into it? 

America is a nation df Idolaters. Even tbe 
chUrch Is filled with greedy, mercenary, 
money-loving, wealth-hoarding me m b e r s 
whose hearts are bled when the call comes 
for aid and assistance. George Washington 
was "first in war, first in peace," but it is 
his photograph on the dollar bill that is 
"first in the hearts of his countrymen." Wtll 
a man rob God? 

. grace. The place was one of our tatthful(?) 
churches, and all of those present were memo 
bers on the occasion. Those who were at -the 
meeting would not think of taking another's 
purse, and it they found it lying in the road 
they would restore it. They pi~ked no one's 
pockets but their own, and then Qnly for 
smaller change. They are honest with each 
olher, and everyone of them would have 
shared with another it he appear'ed in need 
before them. These were only robbers of 
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- God! 
"'WtlI a man rob God?" The first time that 

question was asked, it was directed toward 
God's chosen people. And the answer was 
given by the spokesman of the Lord. It was 
tn the affirmative! "Yet ye have robbed me." 
But will God's people rob him today? Let 
us see! 

Ask that brother who a few years ago 
was making $25 per week and gave the Lord 
a dollar at it. Now he is making $60 per 
week and he is still giving the Lord a dollar 
every week! He may spend more than that 
for cigarettes, he spends half of it for a 
daily paper including the Sunday edition 
with all at the comic sections. Smoking, 
laughing, letting the world go to hell before 
his eyes, drawing $3120 per year and giving 
God $52 of it-ask him if a man will rob 
God! • 

Ask that brother who walts on the Lord's 
table, who exhorts the chUrch to be faithful, 
and who piously entreats all to remember 
the great sacrifice of Jesus. He makes more 
than $100. per week, and when the time 
comes to "give as prospere~" he wads and 
crumples up a dollar bill and drops it in the 
collection basket. Paul was placed in "stocks 
and bonds" but this plod ern brother is in-
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By L C. ROBERTS 

What is God's plan of church governJQent 
as it pertains to new congregations ,which 
have no qualified material for an eld~rship? 

Did the congregations in 
apostOlic days h a v e 
g 1 t ted evangelists to 
oversee them, and it so 
unto whom were these 
evangelists responsible 
-to the apostles, or to a 
local congregation else
where? These are que
ries we commonly hear. 
They are matters of cur
rent interest to the 

{ churc;h. Let us search 
the scriptures and be governed by God's 
revelation upon these things. 

Practically everyone agrees that the elder
ship is the highest executive office In the 
church. Some tew contend that elders and 
evangelists ceased to exist with the passing 
at spiritual gifts, and with the three others 
mentioned In Ephesians 4: 11, where the 
eXI?ressi~n "pastors" reters to elders. That 
these five classes were composed ot spiri
tually. gifted n;aen Is plain from the context, 
but since the eMer and evangelist are the 
only ones for whom Qualifications are stated, 
these two must have remained after the 
spiritual gifts terminated; after the accom-

plishment of Ephesians 4: 12, 13 and 1 Co-
.rinthians 13: 8-12. -

The Lord's perfect plan is a qualified elder
ship (plural in nurqber) over every congre
g~tion (Titus 1: 5; Acts 14: 23) . These were 
to have authority over ALL tbe flock. To 
lea'tn something ot the work and responsi
bility of elders read Acts 20: 28-32; Hebrews 
13: 7, 17; and 1 Thessalonians 5: 12, 13. 
Bible students at every faith agree that there 
must be Borne executive authority (an office 
with power to execute or enforce the law) 
in every organization. It is requisite in 
schools, colleges, lodges, cities, nations
and in the church. In the permanent form 
of government witb' a scriptural eldership 
this is accomplished. But elders- cannot 
be prdained until men are qualified. (See 
1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1.) Some have rea
soned that these many qualifications belong 
to the group or "board of elders." This is 
foolish. It migbt be necessary to have nearly 
as many elders as there are q\u~,lificatlons. 
'Since "husband of one wite" and "children in 
subjection" constitute two qualifications, such 
absurd reasoning would mean tbat it one 
elder was married, and. another hall his chU
dren under subjection, the rest couJd be 
bachelors, and med with unruly chlld.ren or 
none at all. 

It elders posses'slng these many qualtflca, 
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tlons constitutes the Lord's plan in the old 
and fully grown group of disciples, can we 
conclude that he has no plan for the weak, 
uninformed, struggling group of beginners 
to have any authoritative govel'Ument? I 
think the reason discipline has not been 
practiced and the churches kept clean in so 
many places is because no one is in authority 
and each does that "which is right in his 
own eyes." Some may be there who under
stand t he teaching of the Word, but with 
eacn having an equal amount of authoritY 
with a ll others, the wicked and indifferent 
outweigh the voice of the righteous. If there 
is a church that i s kept clean, other churches 
receive with open arms the disfellowshipped 
and grant unto them the right of communion 
and every other privilege of the church. I 
cannot conceive of the fornicator from 
Corinth being rece ived at Cenchl·ea (about 
five miles east). The result of that disciplin
ary action (2 COl·. 5: 7) is not always effec
tive because of th is general condition. 

We do not have many scr iptures on the 
tem:porary form of government, but Titus 
1: 5 was addressed to an evangeJist. We do 
nOl know if he bad a spiritual gift. Timothy 
had at least one g ift, but did not have all 
of them as did the apostles, for he was told 
to study, so was not inspired as were they. 
Paul instructs Titus to do two things: (1) 

"Set in order the things that are wanting," 
(2) "Ordain elders in every city." He had 
been appointed to do both of these, which 
require separate and distinct aclion. The 
first would require teaching a nd training of 
the members (2 Tim. 2: 2) so that mate rial 
could be fou nd for the eldership. But until 
he could complete the second part of the com
mand, who was to take final action against 
such members as referred to in 1 Corinthians 
5: 11 ? 

The evangelist already had authority to 
"reprove and rebu ke" (2 Tim. 4: 2; Titus 
2: 15). Certainly a condition such as at 
Corinth would make the church "out of 
order" and to put it in order would require 
whatever corrective measu,·es were essential 
to bring repentance, or a purging of the 
gu ilty as commanded in 1 Corinthians 5: 13 
and 2 Thessalonia ns 3: 6. I believe that He
brews 13: 7, 17 and 1 Thessalonians 5: 12, 13 
refers to the evangelist who has banded a 
small group together as well as the elder~ . 

Certainly the Lord did not leave the new 
church without government as we so often 
see it today. The modern situation probably 
arose from the emphasis given to the first 
principles of the gospel in the early resto ra
tion period, when hundreds were baptized 
and left without a shepherd, or men were 
placed in the eldership who were un taugh t 
and not qualified. 

Referring to appointment of elders as 
"setting the church in order" is un scr iptural 
language. "Setting in order" comes first and 
should be done before new men are placed 
in the eldership. An inexperienced group of 
elders over a church that is out of order 
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would be whipped be fore they start. A new 
group of discip les may be easily led, . but one 
that has long been without govern~ental 
restraint is another matter. 

Probably every church had spiritually 
gi fted men to lead the m at first. It is likely 
that most elders (James 5: 14, 16) and most 
evangelists (2 Tim. 1: 6) had one or more 
gifts. There were nine gifts in all (1 Cor. 
12: 7-11) a nd it appears the Corin thians 
had all of them (1 Cor. 7: 7). Other churches 
are also mentioned as having them (Rom. 
1: 11; 12 :,6). These gifted men were neces
sary until the New Testament was com
pleted. But it was not written in one da y, 
but was near three quarters of a cen tury in 
being compiled. Paul laid down h is pen· 
about A. D. 66 or 68 after ,,,,riting Hebrews 
a nd 2 Timothy. John the R evelator com
pleted the book about A. I). 96 and di ed soon 
after. Only the apostles could impart these 
spiritual gifts, and as they di ed there would 
be fewer gi fts bestowed, since there would 
be fewer apostles to go amon?" the chu rches. 

The dea th of the recipients of the gifts 
wouta lower the number of the gifts, but 
the need of gifts wou ld also be lessened as 
more copies of the various New Testament 

books were made and distributed where 
needed. Matthew, Mark, Luke and John 
would take the place of tongues and signs 
(1 Cor. 14: 22) the twenty-one letters wou ld 
take the place of the gift of prophecy (1 Cor. 
14: 3-4 ). So as the yivi ny of the gift s was 
gradual , I would say their paRsing was also 
g radual. Spiritual g ifts ceased when the last 
man di ed upon whom any apos tle had laid 
hands. As the g ifted elders and evangelists 
di ed those without g ifts took tlieir places, 
with the more nearly completed New Testa
ment to assist and d irec t them. Hence, the 
transition f!'Om the spiri t ually g ifted to the 
New Testament government was not abru1lt 
in e ither its temporary or permanent forms. 

Certainly the evangelist is answerable to 
authority. God's plan has put even! Chris
tian under some authority. The elcler may , 
be tried by the evangeli s t when p roperly 
accused (1 Tim. 5: 19-22). The evangelist Is 
a part of some flock a-nd under the a utho rity 
of the eldership (Acts 20: 28). The chu rch 
m embe r or evangelist who nms about over 
the brotherhood withO~Lt being a member of 
some local church is di sobedient to the prin
ciples of government as set forth in the New 
Testamen t. 

SAVED IN CHILD-BEARING 
By W. G. ROBERTS 

Several years ago I was called upon to continue in faith and Jove a nd holiness, with 
deliver the funeral discourse for a mother self-restraint." Then this comment is in
who had never accepted Christ, and whose scrted: "The Greek here cannot mean i:n 

son, a Chdstian, was (dla) childbearing. The apostle's meaning 
much worried. A lady 
came to me and asked if 
I might say something 
to comfort him, and 
quoted 1 Timothy 2: 15, 
asking if that did not 
mean the dec e a sed 
wou ld be saved, s ince 
she had three children. 
The verse she referred 
to is understood but by 
few persons, i.t seems. It 

reads, ":r\otwithstanding she shall be saved 
in ch ildbearing, if they continue in faith 
and charity and holiness with sobriety." I 
suggest that you read the preceding two 
verses also. 

The word "in" is from Greek dia and has 
many defin itions, such as "through, an allu
sion to, reminding you of, by reason of, 
because of," e tc. In this case it means 
"through childbearing." The word "saved" 
in this verse is from the Greek 80Z0, and 
means, "to save, to keep safe and sound, to 
rescue from danger." 

In "Life and Epistles of Saint Paul" (page 
814) occurs thi s rende ring: " For Adam was 
first form ed, then Eve. Adam was not de
ceived; but the woman was deceived, and 
became a transg ressor. But women will be 
saved by the bearing of children; if they 

is that women are to be kept in the path of 
safety, not by taking upon themselves the 
office of man, but by the performance of the 
peculiar functions which God has assigned 
to their sex." 

Macknight has translated the passage thus: 
" However she sha ll be saved through child
bearing, if they live in faith and love and 
holiness, with sobriety." Then he comments: 
"The word 'saved' in this ve rse refers to 
tbe woman in the fo regOing vel·se, who is 
certainly Eve. But the apostle did not mean 
to say that she a lone was to be saved through 
child-bearing; but that all her pos terity , 
whether male or femal e, are to be saved by 
the child-bearing of a woman, as is ev ident 
from hi s adding: If they live in faith and 
love and holiness, with 50bdety. For safety 
in Ch ild· bearing doth not depend upon that 
condition at a ll , s ince many pious women 
die in child ·bear ing, while others of a con
trary character are prese.-nd. The salvation 
of the human race through child-bearing was 
intimated in the senten ce passed upon the 
serpent (Gen. 3: 15), ' I will Dut enmity be
tween thee and the woman, and between thy 
seed and her seed ; it sha ll br ui se thy head.' 
Accordingly, the Savior being conceived in 
the womb of his mothel· by t~e power of the 
Holy Ghost, he is truly the seed of w oman 
who was to bruise the head of the serpent. 



And a woman by bringing him forth, hath 
been the occasion of our salvation." 

Dia ("in") meaning "through. reminding 
you of," etc., shows that child-bearing is a 
reminder, that is a reminder of man's fa ll 
in Eden. It is through child-birth we are 
reminded of Eve's transgress ion, and Paul 
says women shall be saved from that trans
gression by the bearing of children, if they 
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continue in faith, love and holiness, with 
self· restraint. Christ is the one, born of a 
woman, who brought this redemption to all 
of us. This conveys my idea of what this 
verse is intended to teach, and I commend 
it to all of my readers for their earnest con
sideration and as an incentive to furth er 
investigation. May God grant us wisdom 
through study is my prayer. 

"MURDERERS IN THE CHURCH!" 
By ELLIS CRUM, JR. 

Have you ever visited a congregation 
where the re were murderers assembled to
gether with the saints? Have you ever 

known a murderer to 
take a public part in the 
worship? I have, Quite 
frequ ently ! I do not 
mean there are congre
gations that fellowship 
those who have actually 
been guilty of taking 
someone's 1 i f e. Let's 
hope that the discipline 
situation )Ias not become 
tha t bad! 

John tells us, "He that 
10veth not his brother abideth in death. 
Whosoever hate th his brother 1s a 1nurderer : 
and ye know that no murderer ha th eternal 
life abiding in him." (1 J ohn 3: 14, 15). I 
am sure that you have met brethren who 
seem to hate one another. This is a terrible 
thing. 

Sometimes brethren hate ano ther brother 
because he has more talent or ability than 
they. In reality they s hould rejoice that 
he has the ability and is will ing to use 

his talent to the glorification of God. Often 
bre thren become jealous of others because 
they seem to prosper more, have more 
frien ds, or greater influence. This is not a 
"godly jealousy" ! 

If we have some reason to be offended at 
our brother, God 's Word tells us what we 
should do, in Matthew, 18th chapter. First of 
all we should go to our brother, and to. him 
alone. and talk the matter over- perhaps we 
can gain our brother. If this fatIs, 'we are to 
take one or two witnesses with us and go 
again and talk to our brother who has of
fended us. If th is second effort is fruitless, 
we should take the matter un to the church. 
If he refuses to make his wrongs right, the 
chUrch is forced to withdraw fellowship 
from this erring diSCiple. 

Even if our brother is withdrawn from, 
we sti ll should not hate him. We must hate 
the act or sin, but not the sinner. The Lord 
hated the deeds of the Nicolaitanes and the 
doctrine of Balaam, but He didn't hate the 
individuals. In the words of the poet, "we 
s hould love the sinn~r all the while we 
loathe the s in." By th is tbe world will know 
we are his di sc iples. 

THE TRADITION OF THE ELDERS 
By A. C. WARREN 

"But he answered and said unto them, why 
do ye also transgress the commandment of 
God by your tradition?" (Matthew 15: 3). 

Observation manifests that througb the 
ages those who have attempted to serve God 
have been prone to become so indifferent and 
careless in re!igious matters tha t they have 
advocated or tolerated innovations, worldli
ness and general wickedness ; or else. in 
their zeal for purity haVe become so ex treme 
in discipline and fe llowship (or di sfellow
ship) that they have gone far beyond the 
place where they are sure the Lord authorizes 
or sanctions their acts in these matters. 
Both classes have invariably stressed one or 
more points of God's demands to the utter 
exclUsion of other things just as important. 
Our Savior designates such as "Ye blind 
guIdes, which strain out. a gnat and swal10w 
a camel" (Matt. 23: 4). While practicing 
these extremes our trust is in tradition. 

I still believe the gravest danger lies in 
our being loose, indifferent or careless. Yet 
zeal gone to seed, and not according to 
knowledge cannot save us (Rom. 10 : 1, 2) . 
Experience has taught that this also works 
havoc in the church, and it is with this side 
of the question I shall deal herein. 

"And from the days of John the Baptist 
until now, the kingdom of heaven suffereth 
violence, and the violent take it by force" 
(Matt. 11: 12) . The marginal reading is : 
"Or is gotten by force and they that thrust 
men." On the part of the over-zealous there 
is a tendency to take the kingdom by force, 
build a wall around it, and th rust out every· 
one who will not submit to the most extreme 
demand, even one which must depend upon 
human judgment , as to the r ight or wrong 
of the matter. 

During his personal ministry upon earth 
Jesus gave us an example of how we should 

treat such people and matters. So much 
stress was put on cleanliness in the law of 
Moses, tba t the "elders" In Israel drew a 
line upon eating with persons who had not 
fir s t washed their bands. The Lord ignoring 
their extreme discipline, gave t hem to under· 
stand it is not what enters inlo the man 
that defiles him, but the things which come 
out of him (Mark 8: 15) . The 'law was very 
st rict against any affinity with the Gentiles, 
because they were s inners. When ten tribes 

• were led a way b y Jereboam into spiritual 
wickedness, the Lord forbade his faithful 
to eat or drink with them, or help them in 
any way to further their cause (1 Kings 13 
and 1 Chron. 19: I, 2). Because of this, the 
elde rs of Israel in their zeal to exclude a ll 
sinners placed Hebrew publicans (tax-gath
erers) in the same class with those plainly 
disfellowshipped by the law of the Lord, 
and when the Savior was received into the 
h01}se of Zacchaeus, the publican, they all 
murmured, saying, that he was gone to be 
guest wi th a man that is a sinner. But, by 
the Lord ignoring their "extreme discipline" 
salvation came to that house. 

There a re those in the church who are to 
be commended tor their r elentless tight 
against a11 sin in the church, but who, on 
the other hand, are condemned by the Lord, 
I fear, on the same · pr inciple which con
demned the elders in fleshly Israel. For in 
their zeal for lJUrity, they go so far beyond 
the place where they are su re that the Lord 
draws the line of fellowship, it becomes 
necessary for them to get together and 
decide just what they will, or will not make 
a test of fellowshi p. 'Vhen these leaders 
make their decision, any preacher or con
gregation not submitting to their judgment, 
is immedia tely considered unfaithful, and 
thrust out of the Kingdom, and their re
ligion is so completely built around disc i
pline there is practically no time nor thought 
left for the constructive activity which the 
Lord demands of us as surely as he demands 
that we maintain puri ty (See 2 Peter 3: 18 
and _a Timothy 2: 2). As a result, many 
years of time are allowed to pass without 
any elders being appointed or developed, and ' 
no preachers a re developed to be sent out 
equipped with knowledge and ability to 
carry the gospel to regions beyond. Yet these 
who thus neglect these demands of the Lord 
consider themselves the "super-faithful" 
(Matt. 2.: 23, 24). 

I believe in purity and discipline in tbe 
church, far more than is practiced in many 
places ; but temperance in all things, and 
moderation, are fundamental prinCiples of 
the gospel which we dare not ignore. Let us 
be scripturally consistent. 

"A CLEAN CHURCH" is the title of the 
165 page book on chUTCh government and 
discipline, which has occasioned so much 
interest. Read it for yourself. Send your 
order with $1.50 to tbis office today. Your 
book will be sent at once. 
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II Views of the 'news By ROBERT T. HARTMANN II 

The Widow's ·$10,000 
Here is a story ot an Oklahoma City 

womnn- a 51-year-old widow-whose doctors 
have told her she has only a year to live. 

After providing for her 
family she has $10,000 
left over, and she asks 
the public fOI" advice on 
how best to spend the 
sum In 12 m 0 nth s. 
"Every idea seems silly 
or useless," she says. "1 
want a plan. I want a 
purpose. It's the most 
peculiar sort of feeling." 

I suppose it does feel 
peculiar to suddenly 

discover that most of the things you have 
spent your life doing, or hoping to do, are 
in reality silly and useless. Most of us 
never get that feelin g, though, because we 
never stop to think about it. But if you 
knew for certain that you had only 365 days 
l eft-what would you do differently? 

The brutal truth aboul death-and death 
will come just as surely to everyone who 
reads these words as it will to the worried 
widow-is that without Christ a human li fe 
can have neither plan nor purpose. For there 
can be only One Plan and Purpose in the 
universe, if there is any at all-and science 
truly so called unites with revelation to 
prove that there is. It is obvious that any 
individual plan or purpose that runs counter 
to this Master Plan is both useless and s illy, 
and can end only in destruction. 

If, on the other hand, the individual's plan 
and purpose is in barmony wilh God's plan 
and pu.rpose, the death of this physical body 
will be no more than an incident in it. The 
gravestone will be but a milestone on the 
journey. 

How then can we know God's eternal plan 
and purpose? "God, who at sundry times 
mlJ<L in divers 1nanners spake in time pqst 
wnto our fathers by the p1'ophets, lvath in 
these lctst days spoken 1mto us by His Son," 
is what Hebrews 1: I, 2 informs us. And the 
resl or the Bible tells us all we need to 
know about the unfolding of God's plan and ' 
purpose from the creation of the world to 
the perfection of a New Covenant by which 
all men can, if they will, be reconciled to 
God through the sacrifice of his beloved Son. 

But, some will say, the Bible contains 
many things hard to be understood, and its 
commandments require of weak human be
ings a perfection and selHessness that no 
man, save Chr ist a lone, bas ever been able 
to attain. And this objection is valid. Truly, 
none of us can ever bring his life into per
fect submission to the Divine Will. Are we 
then hopelessly lost? 

No! The just are saved by faith~faith in 
Christ Jesus. When faithful disciples have 
done all they know to do, when they have 
done the very best they can, and still come 
short of the goal, then God's Plan takes over . 
Christ's goodness is sufficient to cover their 
frailty. They will be accepted, not because 
they deserve to be, but because they are 
Christ's. If Jesus, ,vho has known our temp
tations and suffered more than we all in the 
flesh, if he recognizes us, it will be enough. 

This is what the lady in Oklahoma needs 
to know. Not what to do with her $10,000-
there are many good uses to which she could 
put it-but what to do with her soul. And 
she is Dot the only one who needs to know! 

"Verily, verily, I say 1ttzto you, He that 
heareth my word, and believeth on him that 
sent me, hath everl(L8ting life, and shall not 
come int!o condemnation." 

WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE? 
By W. CARL KETCHERSIDE 

We're quite frequently asked what differ- church because of its popularity may leave 
ence exists between the Church of Christ you bitterly d:isappointed in the final day 
and other religious bodies. A great many of accounts. 
fo lk when they become religiously inclined 
seek to compare various organizations, to 
determine by such a method, with which 
one they desire affiliation. I cannot help but 
suggest that this is the wrong method to 
employ. If one wishes to be well-pleasing 
unto God, he should compare all of the re
ligious bodies with the 'Vord of God, and 
become a member of tbat one which repre
sents 'the teaching of the Bible. Selecting a 

We are not averse to telling you some of 
tbe pOints in which we differ with others in 
their religious practices. 'We feel that there 
would be no occasion for the existence of 
the church of Christ if it had no distinctive 
reason for being on earth. If it were just 
another sectarian body, had no specIal mis
sion to perform, and no real objective to 
gain, we could well abandon it any time in 
an attempt to promote union, for there are 

already too many denominations in this con
fused world of oUt's. , 

The Chul'ch of Ch rist is unique in that it 
has no other creed than the Bible, the in
spired Word of God! You are not required 
to study some humanly concocted catechism, 
SUbscribe to a man·made book of doctrines 
and covenants, endorse some pet theory as a 
key to the Scriptures, swallow some book of 
discipline, or pledge allegiance to a Book or 
Concord written by man! It is our firm con
tention that God's Word is a pel'fect law of 
liberty, written by the dictation of the Holy 
Spirit for our guidance. \Ve belieVe that 
it contains a ll God wants us to have with 
reference to what is requisite to convert 
the sinners and sanctify the saints, and we 
do not believe that any uninspired inter
preters of the inspired record are needed to 
formulate, invent and collect together their 
own mental meanderings as a basis of belief. 
If you become a member of the Church of 
Christ you a re not asked to be1ieve to secure 
fellowship, anyth ing that God ha.s not pro
vided. 

The ChUrch of Christ has no earthly head
quarte rs. The citizenship of its members is 
in heaven. True, each person is a member 
of a local congregation, and subject to the 
discipline of that congregation, but there 
are no popes, prelates, pries ts or cardinals 
over the church as a whole. Each congrega
tion is separate in its functions and is not 
subject to the dictation or direction of some 
earthly funcUonary. :''1'here is one mediator 
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 
who gave himself a ransom for all." No 
synods, conferences or national committees 
make laws for the government of the church. 
No elected delegates journey to far off places 
to draw up legislative action for the super
vision of your moral and spiritual liberty. 
J e:sus is our supreme head, and the only one 
we recognize ; there is no earth ly head of 
the One B'odY in Saint Louis ; Washington, 
D. C.; London, England; or Indianapolis, 
Indiana. 

The name which we 'wear is divinely given 
and authorized by the Spirit of God. In the 
apostolic times the disciples were called 
Chr istians first at Antioch, a nd tbose who 
are still disciples are still called tbat and 
nothing else. The church of the New Testa
ment is not divided into various segments, 
factions, cliques, clans and clergy-dominated 
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groups. It is true, very true. and I say it 
sadly, that there are those who profess to 
be Christians and who have created that 
k ind of condition; but they just think they 
are childr'en of God. God does not recognize 
them, and we should not, until they repent 
of their divisive heresies! 

No other name than that of Christian can 
be found within the scope of New Testament 
revelation as a distinctive name for God 's 
people as individuals. In a collective group, 
we wear the titie, "Church of Christ." The 
reason fa I' that is obvious to everyone who 
knows that Jesus said, "Upon this rock I 
will build 1ny church." It can never be mis~ 
understood by those who are familiar with 
the fact that "there is none other name under 
heaven given among men whel'eby we must 
be saved." 

'!'be ChUrch of Christ is the only reJigious 
body on earth which actually believes in and 
practices the "priesthood of a ll believers." 
There is no distinction between clergy and 
laity in the church of the New Testament. 
The Bible teaches that every Christian is a 
member of God's clergy, a word which means 
"lot" or "inheritance." The t erm laity Is 
lrom a word meaning "the people" and is 
intended to distinguish between them and a 
privileged class. But there are no privileged 
classes in the church of Christ. Some so· 
caUed churches of Christ announce on their 
billboards and on the air, the name of the 
minister of the church, but that kind 01 a 
thing is as loreign to the New Testament as 
the wearing of clerical robes and collars in 
which to preach to the people. It came lrom 
Rome and is only preserved as a result ot 
the ignorance of those who ought to know 
beUer. 

No one has any more right to call upon 
God tban any other laithful Christian. Every 
man has an equal right to announce Jesus 
Christ to his lellowmen. However, men can 
never be satisfied with the Simplicity of the 
gospel. They must improve upon God's plan, 
and help Him out with his arrangements. 
This requires catering to the lust for power, 
pre-eminence and prestige that wells up 
within the heart of those who would make 
the church and religion a stepping-stone lor 
pOlit,.ical ambition. I received through the 
mail recently a bulletin lrom a college in 
Los Angeles, California. It was started to 
develop Christians, according to its founder 
George Pepperdine. Apparently George 
thought that in California it took more than 
the church to make Christians, so he would 
turn them out like Henry Ford, on a pro
duction line basis, streamlined and chrome· 
plated! 

In any event, the head of the Department 
at Religion was shown placing a Master's 
gown and cap on one of the young preachers 
who had finished the prescribed course! He 
had won a "Master's degree in religion," and 
was entitled now to t ake over a church as a 
master! I thought as I saw the pIcture of 
the words ot' Jesus, "Call no man on earth 
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Master, for ye have but one Master." It looks 
like we're going to have a heap of them 
lrom now on if we continue with itching 
ears! Imagine anyone calling himself a 
Master of religion! The Old Book I read, 
and still place my confidence in, declares 
"Let him that thinketh he standeth take 
heed lest he fall!" 

Churches of Christ remaining faithful to 
the Lord have no reverends, no doctors of 
divinity. no doctors ot religion-but just 
pla in, simple, old-fashioned, every day Chris
tians! The fact that one man has a little 
more wealth t11an another makes him no 
better In God's sight; the fact that one has 
a superior education is no indication of a 
masterful command of the Truth of Heaven! 
There is no special clergy in the church of 
Christ, and I suggest to Bome 01 you who 
are selling your birthright for a mess of 
pottage that it would be well for you to 
awaken before it is too late. In the Novem
ber (1947) issue of The Bible Banner, Foy 
E. Wal1ace says of a religious college at 
Henderson, Tennessee, where It was my 
privilege to debate Dr. Grover C. Brewer, 
"What effect will it have on the chur:ch in 
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the next decade- lor a couple of hundred 
young preachers a year to be taught this 
link-up between the churches and the col
leges? It shows that the schools have the 
power to sweep the church into digression 
on any point at which they themselves di
gress and choose to push." Well, they won't 
sweep us into digression, because we don't 
have them, and do not intend to have 
them! 

Churches 01 Christ are scriptural in wor
ship and work. Their p raise service to God 
is unaccompanied singing 01 the psalms, 
hymns and spiritual songs, as set forth In 
the Book. They have no carnivals, Bingo 
parties, plays, dramatizations, cantatas, or 
minstrel shows to raise money. In every 
particular they str ive to lollow the pattern 
set for th in the New Testament. With God's 
word as their only guide, J esus Christ as 
their only king, your soul as their only In
terest, and heaven as t hei r only hope, they 
seek to press lorward toward the mark for 
the prize of the high calling of God as It Is 
in Christ Jesus. Would yOll be satisfied with 
such a program? Then, investigate our plea 
today! 

WE SING 
By ROY HARRIS 

Wonderful Word. of Life 
A few years ago, I heard an aged lec

turer who bad heard the Singing of Philip 
P. Bliss, say: "He was the sweetest 01 all 

gospel singers." 
P. P. Bliss was born 

and had his boyhood 
home in Rome, Pennsyl· 
vania. He lived from 
1838 to 1876. Sometime 
in this period, he wrote 
the words and music 
for l Vonder/ul Words 0/ 
Li/e. He was killed, a t 
the age of 38, in a rail
road accident near Ash· 
tabula, Obio. 

I n his comparatively brief Ufe, Phillip P. 
Bliss wrote many simple but impressive 
gospel songs. It is said that he was passion· 
ately fond of music : "He loved music like 
a bird." His parents were very poor, a nd 
he had a struggle obtaining a musical edu
cation. As a child, he once wandered, un· 
invited, into a rich lady's home because of 
the singing he heard within. She rather 
heartlessly ordered him out, but she could 
not quench the love of singing in his soul. 
He is said to have had a beautiful deep sing
ing voice. Ideas lor songs orten came to him 
from any impressive eyent Or story he hap.. 
pened to hear. 

On his monument at Rome, Pennsylvania, 
is inscribed "P. P. Bliss, author of 'Hold the 
F ort.''' In 1870, Mr. Bliss heard of an in· 
cident of the Civil War. General Sherman 

signalled a message to the soldiers defend· 
ing the garrison at Allatoona Pass, Georgia. 
"Hold the fort, I am coming.-W. T. Sher· 
man." From this message Mr. Bliss evolved 
the vigorous song, "Hold the F()1't, For 1 am 
Cominu." It probably is the song by which 
h is merits as a composer could best be 
judged ; but I believe that among our breth· 
ren today, Wonderful Words 0/ Li/e is better 
known. 

Both melody and harmony of WondertUZ 
Words 0/ Life are extremely Simple, though 
not without beauty~ The words are based 
upon the language of our Savior: "The words 
that I speak unto yo.u, they are spirit, and 
they are life ." (John 6: 63). The words of 
other men, philosophers, teachers, and states
men, have gained the attention of men. Some 
have gripped the imagination and stirred 
the soul. The chiel difference between thei r 
words and those of Jesus is that Jesus' 
words "are spirit. and they are life." 

"Sing them over again to me," might well . 
be our request from now un til the end of 
our Ii ves; for the more they are repeated, 
the more fully we will see their beauty. Let 
us tell to others that "Christ the blessed one 
gives to aU" (Rom. 1 : 16.) "Jesus, only 
Savior. sanctily forever" (see John 17: 17). 
They are "beautilul words" and "wonderful 
words." Why? Simply because they ~e 
"wonderful words 01 life." 

Why not share this paper with a friend 
when you have read it? 
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CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE - A Forum 
41T1t.e wife is bound by the law as kmg as 

_her husband li1)eth~' but if her husband, be 
dead she is at liberty to be married to whom 
she will; only in the Lord." Is this s~te
ment found in 1 Corinthians 7: 39 a com
mandment or a statement ot judgment upon 
the part of the apostle Paul? To what ex
tent are we subject to the regulation today? 
To determine the interpretations of current 
teachers in the church, we asked six of our 
preaching brethren to state their convictions 
upon this matter. We present herewith 
their replies. 

J. A. FREED, Topeka, Kanllas 

In my opinion the restriction found in 1 
Corinthians 7; 39 is not a command to be 
made a test of fellowship in the church 
today. but an instruction given to widows to 
keep under the stress of conditions then. 
(See verse 26 of the chapter.) , There seems 
to have been a distressed condition surround· 
ing the church at Corinth as the reason for 
considerable of the teaching in this chapter 
and the 39th verse is included in it. 

It this is taken as a command and en
forced only on widows it would be class dis
tinction and ' respect of persons. This the 
Lord does not endorse. If this Is enforced 
on all alike-virgins, widowers and unmar
ried men-it would make us guilty of the sin 
of presumption, against which we are warned 
(Psalms 19: 13; 2 Peter 2: 10). I believe 
that the prinCiple of restriction taught in 
this verse should be taught in the church 
today. 

C. R. TURNER, Sullivan, Illinois 

There has been a lot of discussion regard
ing widows remarrying "out of the church." 
Some have thought that 1 Corinthians 7: 39 
is not binding today, and that Paul was 
merely giving advice. At the time he wrote 
this epistle, there was a condition existing 
which caused Paul to think it best not to 
marry (verse 26). The Lord had given no 
instructions regarding this, 80 Paul gave his 
judgment (verse 25). This was not for all 
ltime to come (See 1 Tim. 5: 14). However, 
the verse under consideration is NOT Paul's 
advice. 'He is bere stating a fact that "the 
wife is bound by the law as long as her hus
band liveth; but if her husband be dead, 
she Is at liberty to be married to whom she 
w1ll; only in the Lord." "Only in the Lord" 
Is a restriction bound upon a widow. If that 
expression is Paul's judgment, then so is the 
other clause, "The wife is bound by the law 
as long as her husband liveth" the judgment 
ot the apostle. ·What proves too much, proves 
nothing. 

"After my judgment" in verse 40, has no 
reference to her "marrying only in the Lord" 
but to the effect that she will be happier if 
ahe remains sine-Ie. I certainly believe that 

the widow who ignores verse 39 and marries 
out of the church, violates a plain command 
and commits a grievous sin. Also, marrying 
in the Lord does not mean to marry a back
slider or one who has been immersed and 
then united with some unscriptural body. 
There should be more teaching upon this 
subject in the churches. 

FRED W. FENTON, Merriam, Kansas 

Paul expresses his judgment beginning 
with verse 25 of this chapter. However, bis 
knowledge of divine things, his quotations 
from divine law and bis devotion to the Lord 
elevate his judgment above mere opinion. 
Moreover, he concludes with the statement, 
"and I think also that I have the Spirit of 
God" (verse 40). 

We have no right to place any man's judg· 
ment upon an equal plane with divine com
mands, not even the judgment of the apostle 
Paul. This fact Is recognized by Paul when 
be distinguishes between his Own judgment 
and that which the Lord commanded. We 
have good reason, however, to evaluate the 
judgment of Paul above that of our own, and 
then to add to such an appraisal of the 
judgment of this apostie, the importance of 
his statement, "and I think that I have the 
Spirit of God." 

We should take the judgment of Paul at 
face value, and we should not reduce our 
appraisal of his judgment connected with his 
statement that he thought he had the Spirit 
of God, by approving marriages that violate 
his advice. This is ilOt to say that we are 
authorized to make such a marriage a test 
of fellowship, for this would put the judg
ment of the apostle on an equal plane with 
divine commands. But we can disapprove 
any marriage that disregards his advice 
and holds no fear for the fact that he may 
have written by "the Spirit of God." Any 
other attitude will r esult in underestimating 
the value of what Paul has written, and no 
true Christian will wish to become involved 
in that which is regarded by the faithful 
as doubtful and dangerous. This attitude by 
the people of the Lord should save many 
from serious mistakes which may lead to 
sorrow and disgrace in many cases. 

E. M. ZERR, New Castle, Indiana 

I believe this to haVe the force of an 
inspired apostolic command. The opposite 
view is generally based on the words "per
mission" (verse 6), and "judgment" (verse 
25). That only shows that Paul was not 
originally commanded to give the instruc
tions but was permitted to do so according 
to his judgment. If a father should permit 
his older son to give a command to a 
younger brother to do a certain thing, that 
would be the same as a direct command from 
the lather to the yo.unger son. The proviso 

in verse 26 affected only the advisability of 
marrying at all in the "present distress," and 
Paul made his own exception in verse 9. 
That would have nothing to do with the 
right or wrong of marrying out ot the Lord. 

w. G. ROBERTS, Hammond, Illinou 

In my opinion 1 Corinthians 7: 39 applies 
to us with the force of a command and 
should be obeyed as other commands. I'm 
aware of the fact that verse 40 says, " ... I 
think also that I have the Spirit of God." 
Some there are who claim the word "think" 
implies a doubt. But this word is from the 
Greek dokeo and is sometimes rendered by 
the word "think"; however, MacKnight 
translates it in this instance, "1 am certaifl 
that I have ~he mind of God." 1 think he is 
right in this translation, for in the follow· 
ing passages we find the same Greek word. 
"Then pleased (dokeo) it the apostles" (Acts 
15: 22. "It seemed (dokeo) good unto the 
Holy Spirit" (Acts 15: 28). "It pleased 
(dokeo) Silas to abide there." "I verily 
thougbt (dokeo) with myseil" (Acts 26: 9). 
"For I tbink (dokeo) tbat God bath set 
some" (l Cor. 4: 9). "How much Borer pun
ishment suppose ( dokeo) ye" Heb. 10: 29). 
AU these show that the word from which 
we have .. think" does not and cannot ex
press doubt in the mind of the apostle or 
the Holy Spirit. 

Who can say that Paul in 1 Corinthians 
7: 40 meant that he was not certain he had 
the mind of God, or that he doubted if God 
would endorse what he said in the previous 
verse? Paul certainly meant, "1 am certain 
that I have the mind or the Spiril" All will 
admit that I have the safe side of the ques
tion. Who will say that those passages I 
have cited imply doubt? To do so would be 
to call in question that Paul was pleased in 
Acts 15: 22, that a thing seemed good to the 
Holy Spirit, or that Silas was not sure 
whether to abide where he was pleased to 
stay. The safe side of this question is to do 
just what Paul said, and that is to marry 
"only in the Lord." God at least permitted 
Paul to give that advice to widows, and 1 
believe it is a command. 

KENNETH MORGAN, Klamath Fan., Or •• 

Considering the statement "But if her 
husband be dead, she Is at Uberty to be 
married to whom she will; only in the Lord." 
whether this is a command, a part of the 
discipline of Christians, or an expression at 
Paul's good judgment, spoken as he says, 
"for your own profit; not that 1 may cast a 
snare upon you, but for that which is comely, 
and that you may attend upon the Lord 
without distraction." 

A careful r eading of 1 Corinthians 7 will 
show any reasonable person, 1 am confident, 
that the only subject on which Paul gave his 
judgment (see verses 6, 7 and 25) was: In 
"this present distress" it is beUer tor a man 
to remain unmarried, it his powers of w1l1 



(and the will of his betrothed) made it 
possible for him to do so. Paul says he is 
giving his judgment, and that this is not 
binding upon any. lest they take on too 
great a task in trying to control the basic 
impulses of their natures. He says, "It is 
better that a man remain unmarried; but if 
need requires, let him be married; and if he 
marries, no wrong is done; for this advice 
is given only to protect you from the exigen
cies of life under the present severe circum·" 
stances besetting Christians." 

To those who are married or who will be 
married he gives the Lord's commandment, 
the regulator of Christian marriage. It is 
unfair to the user and contrary to the usage 
of language, to say that Paul's statement in 
verse 39 is only his judgment; but you will 
notice that he makes a distinction himself 
in verse 40, as he falls back to the subject 
upon which he gave his judgment: "she is 
happier to remain unmarried, by my judg
ment." And even in his judgment, he says, 
"I think also that I have the Spirit of God." 

Undoubtedly, when he says that a widow 
Is free to marry "whom she will, only in the 
Lord" it is the com,manct 01 the Lord.. It is 
accepted generally, and is the obvious con
clusion, that "only in the Lord" means that 
a widowed Christian (man or woman), 
though free to marty, should marry a fellow
Christian, and such widowed ones are for
bidden to do otherwise. 

Since the beginning, the Lord has for
bidden intermarriage between his people and 
the aliens among whom they might dwell. 

(a) This is indicated in Genesis 6: 1, 2, 
respecting the sons of Seth. Where it is said 
"They took them wives of all which they 
chose" we understand that the "sons of God" 
chose to disobey God and follow their own 
pleasures. These "sons of God" were evi
dently descendants of Seth who had begun 
to call upon the name of the Lord (Gen. 4: 
26). Apparently they were marrying with 
the descendants of Cain. 

(b) Abraham and his descendants would 
not take wives of the Canaanites, but sent 
their sons back to Mesopotamia, to their 
own people. 

(c) The Israelites had the tradition brought 
down from Abraham, strengthened by a 
precept in the Law (their covenant with 
God) given them through Moses. They were 
often exhorted and warned against any inter
marriage with the peoples among whom they 
dwelt. The dangers that beset them through 
these intermarrIages is illustrated convinc
ingly in Nehemiah 13: 23, 24-"ln those 
days also saw I Jews that had married wives 
of Ashdod, of Ammon, of Moab: and their 
children spake half in the speech of Ashdod, 
and could not speak in the Jews' language, 
but according to the language or each people." 

(d) But the nature of the Kingdom of 
Christ, the people called by the Lord out of 
every people, makes it impossible that this 
regulation be given as in the cases ahove
for tbose who became Christians were often 
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mature adults already married, whose mates 
remained unbelievers. To these it was com· 
manded that they remain married, making 
the best of the situation. Apparently. the 
younger people are not placed under the 
strict regulation, lest they be tested beyond 
strength against their natural urges. But 
when one has long been subjected to the dis
cipline of the raith, they must marry in the 
Lord. ·When a person has been a Christian, 
truly a Christian, his tastes and habits would 
be compatible only with those of another 
Christian. Happiness and companionship, 
true union and continued attendance upon 
the Lord without distraction, these would 
not be possible when marryIng out of the 
faith. 

Thus the Lord has commanded- the widow 
is at liberty to marry whom she wiII; only 
in the Lord. 
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Scriptural Bishops 
By F. WILFORD LANDES 

Let us consider "not a novice" as a quali
fication of the elders. It is a simple term, . 
which literally means, "not a new convert." 

Paul reasons that a new 
convert is apt to be up.. 
lifted in pride by the 
conferring upon him of 
this position of author
ity, and thereby fall into 
the same condemnation 
into which the devil fell 
through pride. In busi
ness ~nd every other 
field of endeavor, it has 
happened when newly 
hired men seeming to 

A WORD FROM THE EDITOR 

have ability, are promoted rapidly they tend 
to become arrogant and proud, "Pride goeth 

, before destruction" says Solomon. 
In 1 CorinthIans 7: 15 is a statement to 

the effect that u a brothel' or sister is not 
under bondage in such cases" In which an 
unbelieving companion deserts a believer, 
and that through no fault at all of the latter. 
Does this mean that the brother or sister 
is free to marry again "in such cases"? \Ve 
have asked six brethren that question and 
their answers wJll appear in our next issue. 
The brethren whose opinions have been re
quested are J. Henry Mabery, Borden Hig
ginbotham, Hershel Ottwell, J. Ed Uland 
and Ellis Crum, Jr. Meanwhile, we give be
low some of the comments and ideas relative 
to the previous issue and the forum question 
it introduced. 

Romans 7: 2 tells us "the woman which 
hath an husband is bound by the law to her 
husband so long as he liveth; but if the 
husband be dead, she is loosed from the 
law of her husband." Here is ODe case where 
the marriage partner is definitely loosed and 
free to remarry. Paul speaking this by per
miSsion in 1 Corinthians 7: 39 gl·ves his judg
ment or observation on the subject of re
marriage. Here he suggests that a widow 
remain single, or if she does remarry, she 
should marry a Christian. Experience has 
proven this advice is sound for both widows 
and widowers . .. . In order to have "Chris
tian marriage" there must be a mutual rela
tionship between a brother and sister in ' 
Christ. It is possible to live a good Chris
tian life and be married to an unbeliever, 
or to remain unmarried. However, it is an 
impossibility to have a Christian marriage, 
or a completely Christian home, with those 
who have reached the age of accountability 
out of Christ.-Ellis arum, Jr., Bridgeport, 
Connecticut. 

For another question of importance or 
interest in the "Marriage Forum" see the 
article "A Question to Elders" on page 8 of 
this issue. Be sure that your subscription is 
renewed so you'll not miss it. 

We may ask, "How shall we determine 
when a man ceases to be a novice?" It is 
impossible to set a definite time. but it is 
evident that the person must be thoroughly 
tested and proven, and whatever time is 
required for such testing is the amount re
quired to determine that one is no longer , 
a novice. Time tests as nothing else can. 
"Let him first be proved" was the injunction 
concerning deacons. Surely it would also 
apply to this sacred office with its important 
responsibilities, 

AN ELDER SPEAKS 
I think your book "A Clean Church" is 

like buried treasure which has just been 
uncovered. 'Ve can now read the Bible with 
these thoughts in mind, and cannot help but 
grasp the great lessons in the Holy Writ. 
Before this we would read over them with
out seeing their depth, as one walks over 
a buried treasure without appreciating it, 
until someone shows him a map which lo
cates it. I want to thank you tor putting 
these great lessons in book form that all 
might have access to them. - Oharles M. 
Fleener. 

LABOR DAY MEETING 
The great event which is always welcomed 

is the all-day meeting ot the congregations 
in the vicinity of Hammond, Illinois, held 
each year on Labor Day, which falls this 
year on September 5. The Hammond church 
begins a meeting with Richard Kerr on 
August 21, and will conclude with the gath
ering of the faithful on Labor Day. Short 
talks by visiting brethren, rousing songs at 
Zion, good fellowship and a gloriOUS time 
about a table spread with physical comforts 
-all of these serve to aUract brethren from 
several states. It is planned as a special 
feature this year that Bro. Albert Win
stanley, of Great Britain will be present for 
an address. Brethren are urged 'to plan now 
to be present for this great meeting. 
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PRIDE AND DESTRUCTION 
By W. CARL KETCHERSIDE 

One of the apparent fruits of the modern 
Bible college is pride. This word which is 
never used 1n a favorable sense in God's 
revelation, and which has no place in the 
commendatory terms of the Christian vo
cabUlary, represents one of the most potent 
weapons in the arsenal of satan for over
throwing the, people of God. It toppled the 
mighty king of Babylon from his regal seat. 
smote Herod with obnoxious worms, and led 
the church into a umystery of iniquity" 
which resulted in an apostate prince "sitting 
In the temple of God and showing himself 

· tha~ he is God." Surely anything which en
genders such a spirit in our midst is dan
gerous as ua wolf in sheep's clothing." 

Evidence clearly Indicates that most, it 
not all, of the modern BIble colleges were 
established BO that the church _ of our Lord 
might keep Pace with the sectarian bodies 
about us. If their inception was not born in 
such a spirit of rivalry thejr existence is 
soon justified on this baSis, and men with 
mea.n.s are pumped dry to keep "our" schools 

. at an endowment level with denominational 
plants. Like the gruesome and deadly inter
nationa.l armament race, · there can be no 
end to such a diabolical contest except the 

. eventual overthrow .,nd destruction of all 
who '\>arttclpate. 

Vanity and haughtiness are the natu1"&l 
results of the atmosphere surrounding the 
establishment of these institutions. They 
are created to honor men who. have been 
blessed with an excessive' accumulation of 
this world's goods, and dedicated 'to the pur
pose ot perpetuating their names while those 
ot humbler circumstances are forgotten. 
They gender a competitive spirit which seeks 
to excel-the materialistic accomplls_hmenta of 

I other religions bodies. That which is dIvine 
cannot unite with that which is earthly in 
concept and produce a pure offspring. When 
God's chosen church gOes in unto the Egyp
Uan handmaiden of human inBtitutio~alism, 
the outcome will be a product of worldly-Ism. 
This Is true throughout the world. 

In England eusts Overdale College. On 
October 18, 1946 C. K. Green pubUsbed an 
appeal for a: new buUding. In justification 
thereat he asserted, "We thought it might 
be a fitting expression ot our gratitude to 
God tor the end of the .war which has given 
us all another chance to make Christianity 
into a real world torce. Further, the college 
had been in existence for twenty-five years, 
during the whole of wlbch Ume William 
Robinson has been principal. We wanted to 
celebrate th~t outstanding record at service," 

We may seem unduly critical, and even 
censorious, but we humbly submit that no
'wbere in ~d's revelation do we find a slngl~ 
InUmation that Christians are to invest 
thouSAIlds of dollars in a college building 
.. "&11 _resaloll of sratttude UIIto God." 

. , 

As for milking the church of Ito sh~1s to 
.celebrate the service of one of Ita membe~ 
this Is sheer el!rontery! ' Perhaps the under
lying motive for the buUd!ilg was best stated 
by Principal Robinson hlmselt, on the same 
date : "Let us l1&ve a buUding that is worthy 
at our name, rJne that vou aa a member 'loin 
btfproua 01 .•. where our national witness 
can be well made, and one to which many 
of the best men in our American ehurchel 
wW be attracted." 

Now tor . America! In April 1936, J. N. 
Armstrong, president, wrlttnc on "The True 
Merits of Harding College" mentions a visit 
by an Inspection committee trom the Uni
versity of Arkansas. He says, ''With priae 
we pointed out the quaIlty of our buUdings 
and ot our equipment. " ... Every Christian 
in Arkansas may jus'9y be proud of Harding 
College and her strength." 

Having ' quoted tram these mOUlders at 
thought in their human institutions, let me 
now quotetrom God who holds the destbly 
at the world in his hand. "Everyone that is 

LIFE'S PIECES 
God's thoughto are above' humllil knowledge 

He moves In mysteriOUS ways 
To work out eternity's" p-Qrpose 

Through time's short procession of days. 
While some lives seem tavored by fortune . 

St111 others mls!ortune Increases, 
Yet with every life p@n that 18 broken 

God knows what to do with the pieces. 

Fond -hopes otten bloom but to wither, 
Ambition may glow and' soon tade, 

JOY frequently turns into aorrow 
And life makee us doubtful, afraid. 

Then 8. rainbow appears on the storm cloud 
And our doubting 1mmediately ceases 

When we know that tb;ough . lite may break U8 

God knows what to do with the pieces. 

God can make the four walls at a sick room 
Hold sunshine along with the pain, 

And the spirit within broken bodies 
Inspire us again 'and again. 

Nature compensates for her. shortcomings, 
Making up tor her lacks and decreases, 

God can take a lite that is shattered, 
And make 'heaven inhabit the pieces. 

It takes faith, vision .and will power 
To determine the cast ·ot a BOUI, 

In spite of convictions and courage 
One sometimes comes short of the goal. 

But no matter ~ow many our tallures 
Our taith in the tuture Increases, 

When we let God take over our troubles. 
For He knows what to do with the pieces. 

(This poem was sent In by Mrs. Vern ·Cox, . 
unto whom It was dedicated by the author. 
Mrs. Jam ... Cox) • 

I 

proud in heart is an abomination unto God" 
(Prov. 16: 5). In the last days perilous 
times shall come. For men shall be lovers ot 
their own selvea, cQvetous, -boasters, proud" 
(2 Timothy 3: 1. 2). "God resisteth the proud , 
but giveth grace unto the humble" (James 
"' : 6)-. "When pride cometh, then Cometh 

"shame" (PrOl'". 11: 2) . 
Let us not forget that those who sow the 

seed at pride and arrogance, are doomed to 
reap a . harvsst ot discouragement and de
struc;tion. Let us be abundantly satisfied 
with the church as God gave ti, rejolcin.g .ln : 
it rather than in the works ot men's hands! 

THREE DAY MEETING 
Brother William. Hensley announces lull 

speed ahead tor the great gathering at Speed
way .. City Church, at IndianapoliS, Indiana. 
on July 2, 3, 4. Speakers are being scheduled 
IlIId the program Is fast b~lng whipped Into 
shape. Among the interesting features wUl 
be addreee .. by Bro. Albert Winstanley. who 
comea trom England" on June 20. This 
brother has been laboring with churches In 
the Slamannan District In Scotland tor the ' 
past several. years, but is taking six months 
from his work abroad to tour the churches 
In the United States. The three day meeting ' 
w!ll be his first olUlortunlty to contaot a 
great many of the brethren, and all are 
urged to make plana to be present ;or this 
occasion when so many of the faithful will 
join bearta and voices in pra1ae to our 
Heavenly Father. ~t ready to go to In
dianapolis on July 2, 3, ,. Let's all go! 

MEETING ON MAY 15 
The church at Webster Groves. Missouri 

188ues a cordial inVitation to aU who can 
attend to be present at ,their all-d.ay meeting 
on May 16. Three maJor addrpsses w!ll be 
g1 ven at the morning service starting at 10 
o'clock, and the atternoon session beginning 
at 2: 30 will teature speakers and song lead
era tram numerous places. Basket dinner 
will be serveC!.- at 1 o'clock, to enable others 
in the city to be present tor the meal. Breth
ren everywhere are given a sincere invita
tion to come and spend the day in worship 
and fellowiJhip. 

A QUESTION TO EUJERS 
"A man who is not a member of the church 

divorces his wite on the ground of incom
patlb!l!ty. Later he becomes engaged to a 
lister i6 the church~ who deserts the church 
and marries him. 4t the end of a year she 

. caUs )'ou and asks what ahe must do to be 
reinstated In the fellowship of the congrega
tion at which you are one - of the elders. 
What would you tell her?" This is a ques-.. 
tion we have lI\ailed to six elders in five 
states. 'Theit &nswer Will be made a part, ot 
the forum now going on. Watch tor the 
replies to this question in subsequent 188u·es. 
By the way, what woUld you answer? 
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. certain stage of mental experience to acti
vate our thinking powers. Certain circum
stances must also exist to call forth decision 
or judgment. An object must exist in rela
tion to ourselves, there must be a difficulty 

Isaiah 55: 11 

' :t between it and ourselves, and the mental 
effort required to solve that difficulty con
stitutes the act of reasoning or thinking. 

In Romans 12: 21 we read: "Be not over
come with evil, but overcome evil with good." 
Evil must be overcome or else we are lost. 
The act of overcoming must be first in the 
form of a mental decision. For every act 
there must be first a thought. It is the 
germinating seed and the action produces 
either the sweet perfume of peace or the 
pain of suffering as a result of our decision. 
If :x.0u possess an active conscience and you 
decide to do good, the enduring fragrance 
of love wi1I fill your soul, but if you decide 
to do evil, there will be the gnawing pain 
from which there is no escape by day or by 
n ight. Do not allow evil to vanquish you, 
but triumph over it, and that by the only 
way prescribed-by doio?" good! 

It is always pleasant to see evidences of 
optimism in the servants of the Lord, yet it 
is not good to put such a feeling on a false 

basis. The above pas
sage has been abused 
many times by reporters 
of evangelistic work. A 
very usual torm of re
port Is as fo llows: "I 
held a two-week meet
ing at such a place with 
no visible results. How· 
ever, we know It will 
finally bring converts 
because the pro p h e t 
stated positively that 

God's word would not return unto him void, 
but would accomplish that for which it was 
sent... Like many other instances, this opu
mistjc conclusion assumes something the 
text does not state. It is true the Word Is 
guaranteed to accomplish that for which it 
was sent, but this passage does not profess 
to state what that purpose was. All that it 
affirms is that it will accomplish what it 
was expected to do, but we will have to con
sult some other passage to learn what that 
purpose was. 

. For thIs information we may consider 2 
Cor. 2: 15, 16. Paul says the preachers of 
the Gospel were a sweet savor (sweet fra· 
grance) for Christ in them that are saved 
as well as in them who are not saved. There-
fore, when a man faithfully preaches the 
word of the Gospel to the world, he has done 
his duty and wi11 be blessed of the Lord 
whether anyone is saved by it or not. (See 
1 Cor. 3:- 14, 15.) On the same principle, 
when the truth of Heaven is offered to a 
man it w1l1 do one ·or the other of two 
things. It will save that maD if he obeys it, 
or it will condemn him if he does not obey 
it. In either case it will not be a failure but 
wtU accomplish that for which it was Bent 
into the world. Does this conclusion take 
from the worker for the Lord his feeling or 
optimism? It need not do so, but rather it 
should strengthen it. He may have that 
very satisfied feeling in every instance even 
without waiting for the "visible results." 
He has the combined assurances of the 
prophet and the apostle that he has done his 
duty in sending out the heavenly message 
aD a successful mission. 

(The editor suggests that you preserve 
these scriptural explanations). 

YOUR THOUGHTS AND YOU 
By W. G. ROBERTS 

"1<-01' as he thinketh in his heart, so is 
he" (Prov. 23: 7). Now read in con~ection 
with this Matth~w 15: 17-20, then recaU 
"Love thinketh no evil" (1 Cor. 13), and 
then read Matthew 5: 2'7, 28. The thought 
in the heart is the thing that counts, and 
John says that he who hateth his brother is 
a murderer. The very thought of murder, 
the initial conception of lying, is the begin
ning of sin. If we must give account for our 
thoughts, we had better begin to guard them 
carefully. 

It has been said that we cannot keep from 
thinking wrong things. That depends upon 
what you call thought. Suggestions are ·of· 
fered to our minds over which we have no 
control, it 1s true. 11' a man sticks a bottle 
of whiskey under my nose and asks me to 
drink with him, I am not responsible for 
that so long as I refuse the suggestion. But 
if I take a drink, I indicate a decision of my 
own to do wrong. Then I am responsible. I 
cannot keep the birds from flying over my 
head but I can keep them fr9m building nests 
in my bail'. Satan suggested to Eve that sbe 
eat the forbidden fruit. She was not respon· 

sible for his suggestion. But she pondered 
over it until she decided to heed his bidding. 
The suggestion was transmuted into thought, 
and that into action. Thus, she sinned! It 
was not her fault the devil made the sug
gestion to her, but it was her fault that she 
decided in his favor. A thought is one thing; 
a suggestion is another. 

When Satan suggests to you that you 
sbould be hateful and cross with your 
brethren, and that you should lie to justify 
yourself In your rebel110n, and write wicked. 
things about others, you cannot help that. 
But if you go on do it, then you are respon
sibJe . before God. 

Thought is the arranging in the mind of 
things in classes and quantities, according 
to their Ukeness or unlikeness. We must 
solve our problems and the things which 
involve us by this means. It isn't very easy 
sometimes, but we must follow this process. 
We are constantly called upon to judge be
tween this act or that; to dectde whether we 
will do this thing or the other, and that is 
thlQ,klng! It i& true that we must reacb a 

/ 

Reverend Is His N arne 
By ADA STORY 

"Holy and reverend is his name." As 
Brother E. M. Zerr states in a recent article, 
many people think the word "reverend" oc
curs but once in the Bible, and so it does in 
the English King James Version. But the 
Hebrew word (Yare) which is so translated 
occurs often, and with varied meanings. As 
applied to God, it seems to me that it implies 
that in his judgment and authority he is to 
be feared above all. The disobedient can ex
pect a ter rible and dreadful outpouring of 
his anger. Though he will be just, he will 
be severe in punishment of sinners, as he 
has forewarned. Those who have accepted 
Christ must abide by his commands. As we 
would not want to think that in the last da~ 
he would change his reward to the faithful, 
we should not think that at such time he 
wiJl reverse his threat to the wicked. He is 
to be feared, exalted and revered for keep
ing his covenant promises without faU. 

Many in this world call themselves "rever
end" and permit others to do so. Who among 
us is worthy or being feared, exalted or re
vered as God Almighty? Jesus said that 
those who exalt themselves shall be abased. 
No writer ever t~lls us to exalt ourselves or 
permit others to do it. We are · continually 
ordered to humble ourselves, so God may 
exalt us. Paul, Peter and J ames teach hu· 
mility. Did any of these attempt to put 
themselves upon equality with the Master? 
11' the title "Reverend" is applicable to re
ligious teachers, would not the inspired men 
have indicated so? Would they not have 
adopted it? Instead, they inform us that 
no one Is to be thought of above that 
which is Written. Even the angel speaking 
to John (Rev. 19: 10) refused to be exalted 
and worshipped, but designated himself a 
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fellowservant with John ? W1l1 mor tal man 
claim a. power denied. by the angels? 

Certainly these modern teachers are to be 
"feared" but Dct.t in the senBe that we fear 
God, With the position of exalQl,tion they 
assume and accept, they draw away disciples 
after them Into plans foreign to that ot God. 
They speak ot congregations as their ecclesi· 
astical units or parishes. They are exalted 
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&8 though they had special powers bestowed 
of God, above that given to other m~n. They 
are esteemed by those whom they des-ignate 
the "laity" and who are under them. But 
in God's sight we are all the same. All wbo 
have been washed in the blood of J eeus are 
made kings and priests. Let us neither be . 
guilty or calling another "Reverend" or of 
accepting -that title for ourselves. 

LOVE THE BROTHERHOOD 
Br W. CARL KETCHERSIDE 

The spiritual health and moral welfare ot 
the chur~h are in direct ratio and proportion 
to the practical and observable demonstra
tion in our lives ot the divine injunction to 
" love one another." The reUglous world rests 
iI( abject disgrace because at the schisms 
which characterize it. We can expect ,Buch 
rilts in sectarianism Which is merely the 
outgrowth of human creeds and finite ar
rangements. The bond which holds the di
verse elements together is flimsy and soluble 
since it entails but a mutual trust in a vain 
philosophy. 

But to see the believers tn Christ who pro
fess to "speak where the Bible speaks, and 
remain silent where it is s ilent," arrayed 1~ 

warring camps. murdering character by 
~lande", hating and being hated, is almost 
incredible. · PubUc proclatmers of the lo.ve 
of God who ' should be standing as a unit 
against the encroachments of evil, bite and 
devour one another. Talents .;whicfr-- ought 
to be used in overthrowing the wicked one 
are direded to the sinful task of caricaturing 
and ridicuIing those who have been born 
again, and are more righteous than the 
"apostles at defamation" who denounce them. 
Think of the reams ot paper which might 
have carried the glorious good news of the 
Saviors reign to other nations and tongues, 
being consumed to spread doubt and dismay, 
heartache and sorrow, scandal and reproach 
in the church of the living God. 

It is enough to make angels weep and 
strong men bow themselves to envision the 
jealOUSY even between congregations, the in
sane rivalry which causes a continuous 
trampling underfoot of the sacred plea to 
"speak not evil one ot' another." "Whence 
come wars and flghUngs among us? Come 
t1J.ey not hence even ot the lusts that wa r in 
your members ?" Is it not t rue that we are 
damned and doomed to frustration and even
tual destruction if we continue to divide and 
strive over men? "Ye arc yet carnal: for 
whereas there is ' among you envying, and 
strite, .and divisions. ar41' ye not carnal and 
walk as men 1" Wbat are the factors which 
have caused tltLs rape of the restoration, pro
ducing a maze and mess of, hopelessly en
tangled. factions slicing and slashing at each 
other in maddened frenzy while the devil 
delights and hell takes a holiday ? 

The prime cause is the arrogant ambition 

of men to rule over and control their fellow
men. Humllity is crucified and submission 
trodden into the mire. Political chicanery 
producing base propaganda which assigns 
false motiveS wbere good ·was intended and 
colors deeds of mercy with the black tint of 
suspicion until they , appear unChr~st1an

this seems to be the staff upon which many 
depend for prominence. The world totters 
upon the br ink ·of despair by reason of the 
assumptions of carnal rulers. Shall the 
church continue to pursue the same course 
and produce tyranny over thought, and sub
jugate truth to whim of· the spiritual despot? 
The meek and lowly One said, "Ye have but 
one master, and all ye are brethren." Why 
cannot we be satisfied to be just brethren? 
Why must we seek to be masters of the 
destiny of others? 

Without realization; we have drifted into 
a condition where we preach unity and prac

(tice division. The \least dttrerence in concept 
of a scriptural interpretation has been the 
excuse for the rending of the Body. Over 
night men who have tought tor Christ have 
turned to fight each other, familfes <;lre alien
ated, and t hose who should glory in the com
pany ot all their brethren shun some of them 
with a coldness which bHghts Chrishanily 

. Uke a kUling frost turns the' beautiful blos-
soms into black and withered uselessness. 
Even thougb we cannot see alike upon those 
points not essential to our salvation, must 
we be enemies? Must we despise, d~ride and 
persecute those who differ from us? Must 
we seek to drive the knite of character as
sassination into already bleeding hearts and 
spill the gore of those who do not see things 
as we · do? Have we been sent to destroy 
men's souls or to save them? 

Out of. chastened beart which has known 
its Gethsemanc" I admIt that . having been 
re~red in the vitiating influence ot animosity 
toward those who denounce us, I have·oftep. 
succumbed to the subtle whisper of Satan 
to hate the sinner as well as the sin. Such a 
course Is wrong-terribly wrong! Charity 
cannot rejoice in iniquity and those who are 
glad to hear of another's .er ror to confirm a 
despicable suspicion, live in the miasma of 
the swamps of lust, and have not yet breathed 
the pure and fragrant atmosphere upon the 
mountain peaks of God 's Jove. 

I refuse to hate those who would perse.cute 

me or malign my motives. Instead, I love 
them! I have learned the secret or a heart 
filled with glorious Uberty from bondage, 
and I shall not again be entangled in the 
yoke of servitude from which the IndweUlng 
Spirit of God has made m.,e free. A tew days 
ago a brother brought me a document teem
ing with intolerance and unfair aggression 
upon my name and character. It was written 
by one who gives evidence that ' ~e would 
thank God if my hand became paralyzed 
that it might never write, or if my tongue 
was silenced that it might never speak again. 
Once it wouJd have disturbed my waking 
thoughts, and banished sleep from my eyes 
during a fitful night. But I took it into my 
room and spread it upon the bed. I kneeled 
in front of it. The Father who sees in secret 
was given charge of th~ letter and of my 
life. I prayed with tear-dimmed eyes for the 
writer, pleaded for his soul, petitioned God 
that somehow he might learn that 1 held 
no personal hate or rancor toward 'him. I 
arose with an inner sense pf calm, a knowl
edge of the peace that passeth understand
ing. 

I'll travel countless miles to face anyone 
who differs with me it we can meet in peace 
as friends. I'U meet those who are my ene
mies by their choice, if there be one or a 
thousand. I'U do it because our Lord,.said, 
"Blessed are the peace-makers." I am not 
afraid at what men may do to me as I do 
His will. . Nor will I ask any clique or group 
if I may go. I believe tbat aU the diviSions 
in this discordant brotherhood can be settled 
by honest men with God's Word on the table 
between them as the arbiter! Yes, I believe 
that ! Praise be to God! 

Men have fallen out with me because 1 
have not turned this paper into an 'antag
onistic journal, attacking men instead of 
their errors. I cannot assatl those ~hom I 
loye-and I love my enemies! I hate sin, 
hate it with every moral fiber of my being . 
I hate it 'when I commit tt, 'the same as 
when otbers do it! But I cannot and I wtll 
not use my energies and facilities to batter 
another breach into Zion's walls. I want to 
plant flowers where none grew before, and I 
want ·to plUCk up the thorns and thistles 
created by my mistakes in the past. It others 
choose to fashion- ot them a crown ot tear
ing briars and press them down upon my 
heart, I shall sutter gladly, the whUe I still 
pray for them. 

We can lecture about love, censure the 
church for not possessing it, and find fault 
with each other tor lacking this greatest of 
the enduring virtues, and still our hearts 
will be as cold as ever, and truth will be 
trampled in the s treets. To promote love in 
others we must first show that we love them. 
This is God's way. He first loved us and 
then taught us to love Him. To fl11 this 
whole brotherhood with love overflow16g and 
abounding, exhilarating and BOul-thr111tng, 
all that Is required is for every dIsciple to 
begin DOW earnestly and seriously to show 



his love, mercy and compassion for others. 
Let each esteem other bette r than' himself. 
Let love be without dissimulation. 

Pray for each other! Weep o'er the erring 
ODe; plead for the fallen. ,Endure insult 
without returning it. When reviled, revile 
not again! Father abOve, teach us how to 
love so that we shall cling ~ each other tn 

" the indissoluble bond of grace until schisms 
shall be DO more. Let us learn how to heal 
the b:reaches and to aid truth to triumph! 
'0, dear God, show us bow to love the brother
hood, to protect tt, cherish it. ~are for it, and 
if need be, die for it. Jrfay we learn to agree 
on all that Is essential, and when we dis
agree about that whtch is not, may we do 
it in love, In charity and 'tn the hope of a 
better world where ODe grand symphony of 
love shall produce a grand unity of eternal 
bUss. "Then thou shalt see, and flow to
gether, and thine heart sha)) . fear, and be 
enlarged, because the abundance of the sea. 
shall be converted unto thee" (Iaa: 60: 5). 
Dear Lord, hasten that day! 

BOOKS YOU NEED 
'Btbl~ Commentary, by E. M. Zerr, Volumes 

1 and 2. Contatning explanations ot every 
verse In the Bible tr'om Genesis through 
Job .. $4 per volume. 

Johnson's Peoples' New Testament With 
Notes. Two large volumes. The best there 
is on the New Testament. $3 for each vol
ume; $6 for the set. 

Story ot the BIble, by Charles Foster. 
Written ' for aU ages. rhe greatest story in 
words you can grasp. The large book for 
only $2.26 now. 

First steps for Little Feet is the book for 
Ihe little lolk. Only $1.26 per copy. 

Looseleaf Bible. Leather bound. Pages for 
your notes where you want them. ' This 
famous Bible for teachers. preachers and 
students at $15. 

Congregations needing Bibles for use in 
the classroom are requested to ask us for 
particulars and prices. Are you ashamed of 
the copy of God's Truth that you place In 
the hands of v1sltors? You do not need to be. 
Let us order you Bible Dictionaries, Con
cordances, and other books that will aid. 
Write and ask us! 

AN EDITOR SPEAKS 
J. ' L. HlI,les wrote in the Gospel Broadcast 

.. Iollows: "A CLEAN CHURCH is a book 
of 166 pages written by Carl Ketcherside. 
There is no other book ltke it. The dis
cipline of church members is very ably 
·discuBsed. It Is clear, sound and drives. to 
{he point. Carl does not swing either to 
the lett or right. It Is free 'of hobbies. This 
book should be in the home ot every Chris
thm." J. D. PbUUps reprinted the foregoing 
review in The Truth with his ow~ endorse
ment atltxed. You can now ' obtain a copy of 
th1sbook which Is everywhere acclaimed, 
lor only $1.50 by sendIng 10 this office. 

MIS S ION ME SS ENG E R 

THANKS FROM C: J. BEIDEL 
Our brother C. J. Beidel of ShIppensburg, 

Pennsylvania, who is now on the road to 
recovery atter a serious attack of illness asks 
us' to express to all who sent him letters and 
cards during his sickness, his sincere thanks 
and hearty appreciation for your interest 
and prayers. 

CHEER FOR TIlE BLIND 
In almost every community there is some

aile who cannot see the llght C!f day. It Is 
ditncuIt to imagine how lonely the hours 
must become to those who are sightless. To 
help bring the gospel of love to these and 
other shut-ins. the 'young people of the Man
chester and Southwest churches, Saint Louis, 
have transcribed a 16 minute program of .' 
songs, scriptural reading, prayer and a short 
talk by W. Carl Ketcherside. Any brother 
who wUl secure a record player can take 
this litUe service of love to warm the heart 
of anyone who is con6ned to a home. There ' 
18 no charge aDd the records will be mailed 
upon request addressed to Raymond Wof~ 
ford, 1230 Oakley Place, Saint Louis, Mis
souri. If you know of someone who Is blind 
or otherwise shuUn, will you not help us 

' brighten his day? 

TO AID TIlE HOSPITALIZED 
The young people of the Saint Louis. 

chUrches have lovlngly, and prayerfully pr~ 
pared a booklet which will be mailed to any
one who is siCk or hospitaUzed, anywhere 
in the world. It Is a unique collection of 
bits of cheer contributed by members and 
then carefully edited in this mimeograph 
booklet. If you know of anyone in the hos· 
pital, or anyone who is dlscouraged through 
sickness. a. sim~le request for this booklet 
will start It on its way, accompanied by a 
letter of hope and faith. Be ·sure· and send 
the correct name and address of the one to 
receive it, and mail your request for it to 
Mae Klein, 1269 Delaware, 'saint Louis, 
MissourI. 

HARRIS REPORTS 
Our fellow-servant in the Cause, Roy 

Ha~rts, is now laboring at Bolivar, Penn
sylvania. Our pray'ers are offered for his 
succeSs in the Lord's Cause at that place. 
Roy reports 1 ,immersion and 2 acknowledg
ments of neglect at Agra, Kansas; 1 immer-", 
simi and 1 acknowledgment at PhUllpsburg, 
during bis work with them. He preached 
ODe Lord's Day in Red Cloud. Nebraska; 2 
nights each at Beloit ·and Green Mound, 
Kansas. He is also scheduled to conduct a 
Vacation Bible Study at Bloomtleld. Indiana 
this sumIiler. 

FROM HARTFORD (ILL.) ELDERS 
A faction created by Fred Doman, aided 

and abe~ted by Harold L. Ollw;ell. has been 
started, aI,ld .1s noW meet~ng o~ Marguerite 

I 
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Street, in Wood Rive r. Illinois. Brother 
Doman was disfellowshipped by us, after 
every scriptural expedient had been ex
hausted. Charges against him were- for , re
bellion. falsely accusing the eldership. and 
sowing discord among brethren. Bro. Harold 
Ottwell thereupon took a group away in 
sympathy. We call upon the churches to re
spect this scriptural discipline of the church 
and stand ready to prove it has been ad
ministered according to the Word of God
Walter Fields, Ora Wheeler, C. Otto Schlieper, 
Berdell M~Oam.n., Elders. 

LILI.JAN AVENUE STUDIES 
Under supervIsion of the elders, a new 

series of 12 lessons adapted to any meeting 
of the assembly of saints has been worked ~ 
om. These are especially designed to' en
courage home stlldy and pubUc recitation of 
every member at the body. Each lesson con
sists of 30 questions on a special topic, with 
additional thought questions appended. A 
mimeographed copy is handed each person 
on Thursday night. and they are to have the 
answers ready one week from that time. The 
leader then calls upon the class for response, 
giving as many as possible an opportunity to 
participate. The average atten'dance has been 
o:ver 100 per session, and the church Is grow· 
ing in knowledge. Any congregation may 
secure a copy ,of the whole series of 12 les
sons, without oblIgation by addressing a re
quest to Elders, Church of Christ, 5344 Lil
lianAvenue, St. Louis. Missouri. 

OUR NEXT ISSUE 
The June edition of MISSION MESSENGER 

will revert to eight pages unless receipts In 
the meantime justify another 12 page issue. 
We can promise you that the next edition 
will be filled with powerful and thought· 
provoking materia!.. 

TIlE BIBLE COMMENTARY 
To our new readers especially' we .com· 

mend "Bible Commentary" by E. M. Zerr. 
Two vo~umes have been completed covering 
Old Testament books t ram Genesis through 
Job. The cost is $4 per volume and they are . 
worth it. Send your order at once to this 
otnce, and yOUr books will be mailed imme· 
diately. 

SAINT LOmS STUDY 
Advance noUce Is hereby given that the 

annual Bible Study in Saint Louis will begin 
this year on November 7 and continue until 
Dece~ber 16. The investigation of the 
sacred text wUl include studies of the
epistles at Paul in analytical torm. No cost 
w1ll accrue to the students, except for room 
and board while in the city. . 

Share your papet with another when you 
h~ve read It. 
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,MISSIO MESSENGER 

and 'THA'T from HERE and 'THERE ., 

J. M. lAmb fells or a gOOd meeting with 
James Tfultt at Mount View, near Iberia, 
MI~url which" started April 17 .... The 
church at Martinsville (Ind.) wishes to com-

o. JDend c: R. TUrner to the brotherhood for' 
bis ClaBBe8 in church government .. They aug· 
geet (hat other places \arrange for this ex
cellent aeries of discuBsions .... Glenn Ellis 
18110ing a great job teaching the Revelati.on 
letter at midweek services at Independence 
(Mo.) .. : Brethren who plan to attend the 
three day meeting ,at Shippensburg, Penn
sylVania. on May 28-30, .should write at' once 
to E. L., Albright, 21 '\East Orange Stre_et, or 
to (1' J. Beide!, 36 Cumberland ' Avenue,and 
Jet the~ know of your p1ans for attendance. 
Go If you can, and write if you plan to go. 
... Glenn Ellis spoke at Springfield (Mo,) 
on April 3 .... _ William Hensley began at 

'.' Granite City (111.) April 17 .... Rose Wool
man and IUa Mae Brown both report in· 
teresting servtces at FarmingtQn (N. Mex.). 
... Russell Tate informs U8 that the church 
at Centerville (140,) Is now holding mid
week meetings ... , Glenn W. Slater, Cow~ 
gill (Mo.) says the MIBS~ON MEBSENGEB just 
doesn't come often enough to Bult l:\1~ .... 
Jobn Eleener, Decatur (Ill. ) oent In 14 sub
scriptions a~ one click as result of a public 
announcement about the paper. ' Tbanks, 
John! •.. Lois Kyker, Anderson (Ind.) is. 

. mailing . 6 cop)es or "A Clean Church" to 
brethren Qverseas .•.. E. M. Zerr spoke and 
taught at Pomona, Compton, West Riverside, 
Reedley and Exeter, California on bis Pacific 
cOJl.St trip. The church at Rtverside dis--
mfased one of Us regular services to enable 
members to att~nd & session of the Bible 
Study condncted by Bro. Zerr .... Wilford 
Landes immersed one in the meeting at 
WarreIl8burg (Mo.) ..•. C. R. Turner was 
in a meeting at Wakenda (Mo.) starting 
Aprll ' 3 .... Borden Higginbotham starts at 
Independence (Mo.) on June 5 .... J. Ed 
Uland closed two weeks of work at Vin~ 
cennes (Ind.) on April 3, conducted a forum 
at KanB88 City (6906 Kenwood) on April 4, 
began at Concordia (Kansas) on April &. He 
.is now in a meeting at Las Animas, Colo~ 
rado, It' plans have worked out ...• B. O. 
Negle'y, Hepburn (Iowa) reports Winford 

; Lee as being there on April 17, and says, 
"Always enjoy the MISSION MESSENGER. With~ 

out it ~e would not know of the work in 
the brotherhood."t ... Bob ··Marshall, Oak
land (CaUf.) wants 1:0 work with some of 
our preaching brethren for experience in the 
gospel field this summer. He is a good song 
~trector. Will congregations who need some-

.... one to ass1st in that fashion ,during a sum~ 
mer meeting, notify us at once. We'll send 
the information on to Bob .... C. R. TUrner 
re;ports 3 added when he Bl)oke at SulUvan 

(Ill) .March 27. Tbey were immerSed -in the 
bal)tistery at Hammond, the following 
Wednesday -. night, when our brother __ JLd· 
dressed the church' at that place also .... 
Fred K11lebrew spoke ,3 times at Canalou on 
Aprtl 2, 3 and Jim Mabrey was with the 
'churCh there on April 10. Owen Taul in~ 
forms us that Borden Higginbotham will be 

~ with the Canalou churAh tor two weeks start~ 
Ing the last -of July .... The church at An· 
tloch (near Bethany. MIBBOUrl) ask~ all or 
you to remember the date or August 14, when 
they will have their annual all~day meeting. 
.W. Carl Ketcherside will be the .speaker .... 
Stop In La .Junta on your western vacation! 
That's the Invitation from this Colorado city 
where a Vacation -Btble Study and a New 
Testament Reading will be held June 12·25. 
Bro. J. Uland wIll have charge of the study. 
... Dick Kerr reports excel.lent attendance 
at Brookport (Ill.) where he ..sPOke on Aprtl 
3. He immersed one during his meeting at 
Salem (Mo.) .... Bernell W.eEWIs visited 
Glendale.., (Ariz.), River8Ide,- '· Compton, and 
Bakersfield (Call!.) en route to Oakland 
·wh,ere h,e is conducting development classes 
and two -serles ot gospel meetings ... _. Alton 
.Bre'W~r and .ElIis Crum, Jr., were at Ship
pelll!burg (Penn,) April 3 ... : Mary C. 
Journey reports 2 added at Nevada (Mo.) on 
April 3. She says local talent Is doing a 
splendid job-in mutual ministry .... ,Gilbert 
O. Nations, SHver Spring (Maryland) writes, 
HYour leading article on One-Man Sectarian 
Ministry merits _ high commendation. The 
views you there express have grown on_ my 
mind from my · youth." . . . W. Horrocks, 
Windsor, Ontario (Canada) writes, "Read 
the April issue with interest. The- reason 
why it was so interesting to IQe is that I 
have taught those same tlltngs down through 
the years of my stewardshlp/' ... We sin
cerely apologize to all those, who wrqte for 
extra copies or the last issue. The demand 
far exceeded the supply and we were unable 
to begin to fill the reQuests. We are very 
sOrry to dIsappoint you . . .. W~ are having 
extra coples_ of thIs issue priQ-ted. We'll try 
and send one to all of the folk you wanted 
to receive the other. , ... Harold Shasteen 
~as well received at Fredericktown (Mo.) 
on Aprll 16, when he gave two \ excellent 
talks .... Bob Duncan was wtth the brethren 
at Evansville (Ind.) on April 17. H. R. 
Miller Of BloomIngton Is assisting there once 
per month ... . Those of you upecting to 
attend the Bum,mer Bible StUdy at La Junta 
(Colo.) June 12M 25, should write to Norman 
Carlock, 623 Lewis Ave., for yOllr reserva~ 

tions. J. Ed Uland will conduct the study. 
.. , Virgil Stevens, Webstej Groves (Mo.) 
reports a fine talk by Wayne Peden, of Globe, 
Arizona on Aprll 10 . . . . Clyde S. King, re-

ports a membershll) or 36 at Phillipsburg 
(Kans.) where one was immersed and ODe 

restored during the meeting by Roy HarrIs. 
which closed Aprll 10,. E1Us Crum, Jr., wtll 
assIst in a meeting there the last part of ,. 
July .... Robert Sankey tells us that Lloyd 
Riggins will cQnduct a Vacation Bible Study 
at Compton (Callt.) starting June 17 .... 
You're invited to attend an anntyersary 
meeting ot. the chUrch at Warrensburg (Mo.) 
on June 5. Don't forget the da.te! ... Clyde 
King sends in 16 subscriptions at once from 
Ransas! Thanks a mUllon, Clyde .... Jess 
Ruth tells at a good visit with Bernell, 
Weems at Compto~ (caUt.) ..•. James Truitt 
reports that he has worked with the church 
at Excelsior Springs (Mo.) during the past:' 
month . .... If your frlena8 need this paper 
why not ask- them to subscribe! . ; .-. If you,. 
know ot anyone who is sick, or hOBpital1zed·,-~ 

please Bend the correct name and address at 
Once to Mae Klein, 1269 Delaware, St. LOuIs;' 
Missouri. . . . C. R. Turner recently com~ 
pleted a five night Bible Study In "Church 
Government" with the taithful at Brookfield, 
Missouri. ... Robert Brumback. upon com· 
pletion of his work at Topeka (Kans.) began 
wiih the church at Ottawa .. . . Seamon B~k 
spoke at Centerville (Mo.) on April 24 .... 
Good audiences attended the series of -meet· 
lngs just closed by William Hensley at Gran~ 
Ite City (II!.) ... .- L. C. Roberts assisted 
the ,church at Ni:z:a. (Mo.) in special wOl:k. 
. . ~ Hershel OttweU started a class in per~ 
sonal work training at Harttord (Ill.) . .. 
W, Carl Ketcherside wlli speak, at Ellington 
(Mo.) on May 7, 8 .... Betty Waggoner and 
Kenneth Kohr '-were married i~ St. Louis. 
April 24. . • . Robert Morrow reports con~ 
tinued progress on the meeting house at 
Klamath FaUs (Ore.) . . . Raymond Weekly 
reports gOO<l Bible Study with E. M. Zerr 
at Exeter, CaUf., which closed April 24 .... 
The carelessness at subscribers who forget 
to send their changes of address cos" UB 

money. Please tell us when you are moving, 
SO we can -make tbe adjustment! . ... Guy 
O'Neil, Ozark (Mo.) expresses his -apprecia~ 
tion for the forums in Ute paper .... Fred 
Wulfkuhle, Stull (Kans,) tells us the church 
there is doing fine. . . . Cleona Harvey ra
potts good interest at Speedway City, In~ 

dlanapolis (Ind.) .... Leonard Bilyeu, at 
L1llian Avenue (St. Louts) is conducting a 
Tuesday evening study in bis home. . . . 
Don't forget the all-d~y meeting""" at B-onne 
,.erre (Mo.) on June 12 .• •• Send in sub
scriptions for your friends. Let them have 
the benefit of the paper also. . ' 

The subscription price of MISSION MES
BENGEB is $1 per year. That's a lot of good 
reading for that am~unt. 
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