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Foreknowledge of God 
God did Dot know what every act and 

thought of man would be before He created 
him, that Is, God did not know ot every sin 
man has committed since creation. Every
thing God created was ' good-very good. He 
therefore did not create the devil. The devil 
became a devil after his creation, just like 
Peter became "Satan" aftcr hIs "creation," 
Peter was not born a devil, but became one . 
(Matthew 16: 23), then latcr became a 
"child o,r God," God created everything 
GOOD that He created (Genesis 1: 4. 10, 12, 
18, 21, 25, 31) bence did not create evil. 

Someone argues thtlt God saId in Isaiah 
45: 7, . "I make peace and create evil," True, 
but He Is not talking about Bl~. He speaks 
ot "evll" bere when referring to the punish
ments sent upon people who deserve them. 
11.-...:l Is speaking of the success of _Gyrus, 
through whom He "made peace." -God in
tended that Cyrus should know to whom he 
was indebted for this wonderful success, and 
on what account. so the prophet tells -him 
that it was to the God of Israel, then ex
poses the absurd idea of the Persians (of 
whom Cyrus was king): that there were 
two supreme beings (an , evil and a good 
one), represented by light and darkness, 
'wbich are here declared to be both the work 
of the One Great Supreme. 

Tbere is a similar reading in Amos 3: 5. 
"Shall a trumpet be blown 1n the city and 
the people not be afraid? Shall there be 
evil In the city, and the Lord hath not done 
It?" A note in the Polyglot Bible, 'copied in 
the Cottage Bible and also by Bagster, reads, 
"Shall there be any evll, or calamity (not 
moral evil) inflicted on 8. wicked city. which 
does not proceed from me as the effect Qt 
my wrath? These animated interrogaUyes~ 
were Intended to convince the people that 
they had cause for a larm, as their mon
strous wickedness called down the ven
geance of God to punish them with their 
calamities.'" So you see the "evil" the Lord 
created simply refers to "calamities" and 
not .tins. 

All sins a.re evils. but not all evils are 
s ins. A boll Is--an evil, but 'it may not be a 
sin. The good pea-pie in Kansas 'used to 
think that grasshoppers were ' an evil, and 

'they were: but they were not a sin. So God 
creates evil, but not sin. The evUs referred ' 
to , by, Isaiah and Amos are calamities, not 
sins or mbral evils. 
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By W. G.Ro herts 
Sin diet not originate in the mind Of God. 

"And God saw everything that He had made, 
and, behold, it was very good" (Genesis 1: 
31). "God is not the author of confusion" 
(1 Corinthians 14: 33). "Let no_ man say 
when he is tempted, I am tempted of God; 
for God ,cannot be tempted with evil, neither 
tempteth He any man; but every man is 
t empted when he is drawn away at his own 
Just and enticed" (James 1 : 13,14) . 

Bin is excluded from heaven. "Know ye 
not that the unrighteous shall not inherit 
the kingdom of God?" (1 ~orlnthians 6: 9). 
Please read in connection with this Gala
tians 5: 19-21; Ephesians 5: 3; Revelation 
21-: 27. There is no such thing as sin being 
in heaven, neither did it originate there. 

God was Burprised at tbe sintulness of 
man. and therefore repented or was grieved 
that He had made man. Genesis 6: 5·7, says, 
"And God saw that the wickedness of man 
was great in the earth, and that every im
agination of the thoughts, of his heart was 
only evU continually. And it repented the 
Lord that He had made man on the earth. 
and it grieved Him at His beart." Read 
Genesis 8: 21 in connection with this. Did 
God purposely and premedltatlvely bring aU 
this trouble upon himselt? Man would not 
be so foolish. Is man wiser than God? 

It G<>d knew every sin the children ot 
Israel were going to commit, and the trouble 
and grief they were going to bring Him, 
why did He say He would rejoice over them 
to do ~hem good and to multiply them, then 
have to revoke - His decision and say He 
would destroy them. and even rejoice in 
'their destruction? (Deuteronomy 28: 63; 
Jeremiah 32: 30-35). I would Ilk€! for some 
at these fellows who believe God knew be
fore the creation of man; every little mean, 
dirty, sneaking trick man would do, and 
ordained man to do them. thus setting man's 
responstbtUty in connection therewith, to 
answer sarnO of these argumentS and ques
tions. They a.re all Biblical and thus im
portant. 

It had never entered the mind of God that 
His people would do as they did on some 
occastons. Jeremiah 7: 31, says, "And they 
have built the high places of Tophet, which 
is 'in .. the valley althe Bon ot Hinnom, to 
burn tbelr eons and dauibtere In the tire: 

which I commanded them not, neither came 
it into my heart." in Jeremiah 19: 6. ' we 
read, "They have built .a1eo the b.lgh place 
at Baal, to burn their sons wit4 fire tor 
burnt offerings unto Baal, which I com
manded not, nor spake It, neither came it 
into my mind." You w1ll find the s,ame thing 
in J eremiah 32: 35. This. then, should set
tIe the question as to whether God foreknew 
and foreordained everything. 

However, someone says this -would con
tradict LevitiCUS 18 : 21: "And thou shalt 
not let any of thy seed pass through the fire 
to Molech." Now if you will notice this in 
your Bible, you will observe that the words 
"the ' fire" are in italics, to show they are 
supplied words, and not in the original text. 
This being true. there is not a hint there 
about burning or not burning children. 
hence no contradiction. Again , it should be 
remembered that "Molech" signifies a -king •. 
or governor, of stmJIar import _ with B.aal, 
hence may not be Baal at all. At the time 
when Leviticus 18: 21 was wrItten G<>d may 
have known they would undertake such, and 
thus warned them against it. But the idea 
was not in His mind before. God does not 
say just when this wicked idea ot t·heirs 
entered His mind. but 'He does say tt had 
not entered His mind prevlou8- to, their 
wickedness. It was not In HIs mind_ trom 
the beginning. God says that, and I believe 
it. 

SUll, we should be impressed with the 
thought that Leviticus 18: 21 does not refer 
to the burning of their children, as does the 
passage In Jeremiah, bu t rather. to their 
seed worfhipping Molech as ' the seed at, 
Solomon did (CP. 1 Kings 11: 3-8). Instead 
of burning their cblldreD, the 'wives of Solo
mon burnt incense .and gave sacrUlce. But 
it was addressed to Molech and not to God. 
This Is w'hat God commanded them not to 
do in Leviticus 18: 21; Read that verse with 
the word "fire" left out, as it should be, for 
it Is simply a supplied word, and see the 
dltterence it makes. uMolech" was _8 deity 
worshipped by the Ammonites, one feature 
of hIs worship being the burning of chil· 
dren, but this was only ONE teature. (Flee 
1 Kings 11: 7: 2 Kings 13 : 10: Jeremiah 32: 
5: Amos 5: 26: Acts 7: 43.) The children 
of Hlnnom made their chUdren pass through 
the fire to Molech (2 Kings 23: 10). In Jer-

(Oontlnuea on page 5) 
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Jehovah's Witnesses-False Prophets 
will come. They are out too late at night, 
and are lost in the darkness! Poor be
nighted souls! 

Those who call themselves "Jehovah's 
Witneseea" and wbo sell their papers on the 
street and other public places, certaInly 
thrive, on the tact that 'most men have short 
memories. ThIs sect, which was started by 
Charles T. Russell snli later perpetuated by 
"Judge" Rutherford, has been proven un
worthy or confidence so orten that it is 
amazing to find gullible individuals who will 
even p,urchase enough of their literatUre to 
pay them for printing it. 

The Russellltes have a method of com; 
puting time aU of tneir own. They base 
thetr hopes and stake their reputations upon 
that system ot chronology. It forms the 
basis or their "revelations" tn "Studies in 
the Scriptures" as written by Russell. Since 
it· 115 ' so Important to the maintenance of 
their faith, an examination of that com
putation wUl not be out of order. The most 
important of the dates at which Russell ar
rived was 1914. Let us look ata few of his 
ptedl~ttons concerning it: 

"The 'Times of the Gentiles,' or their 
lease of dominion, w1lI run fully out with 
the year A. D. 1914, and . . . at that time 
they wlll all be overturned and Christ's 
kingdom fully establlshed" (Vol. 2, 170). 

"The helrs of the heavenly kingdom must 
so continue untn the time appointed for 
them to reign together with Christ. During 
the time ot trouble, closing this age, they 
will be exalted to power, but their 'reign' ot 
righteousness over the world can date only 
from 1914-wben the Urnes of the Gentiles 
have expired" (Vol. 2, 81) . 

"We -consider it an established truth that 
the flnal end of the kingdoms of this world, 
and the full establishment of the Kingdom 
of God, 'will be accomplished near the end 
of A. D. 1914" (Vo!. 2, p. 99). 

"The 'battle of the great day of God Al
mighty' (Rev. 16: 14) which wllI end in 
A. D. 1914 with the complete overthrow of 
earth's present rulership, is already com
menced'.' (Vol. 2, 101), 

"The present goveJ;'nmehts must all be 
overturned about the close of A. D. 1914" 
(Vo!. 2, 242). 

What an important year 1914 was to have 
been, according to the modern prophet, Rus
sell! The times of t1).e Gentiles were to 
lully run out ; the flnal e-nd at the kingdoms 
of the world was to be seen; the heavenly 
heirs were to begin their reign; the battle 
of Armageddon was· to conclude; the com
plete overthrow of earth's rulershlp was to 
arrive; the governments of the world were 
all to pass away. 

Thirty-two years , have passed on since 
1914! The Umes of the Gentiles have not 
run out: the flnal eQ,d of worldly kingdoms 
has not come; the ' b~ttle of Armageddon is 
still -ah~ad ot : ,us:' 'earthly rulers still sur
vive, and the governments of the world et111 
(lxtst· JeAovah's Wltnessee are false wit-

nesses and do not belong to Jehovah. They 
are lying prophets! 

You may be interested in knowing what 
these people did when 1914 came! They 
changed their prediction. In the 1910 edi
tion of their books they had all coming to 
a close in 1914. That was to be the begin
ning of the great reign of peace on earth_ 
But you'll recall that the first World War 
broke out instead. So, in the 1914 edition of 
their books they left all of the other text 
just as it was, but they changed the date to 
1915 and inserted a line of type to indicate 
that date. However. the type tace was not 
Quite the &arne and you can detect the In
sertion ot tbe new date in every instance. 
That's doctoring up prophecy to suit your
seff-and to deceive the people. 

But the year 1915 went by and stUl the 
predicted events did not come. In the fol
lowing year (1916) Charles T. Russell died. 
Judge Rutherlord succeeded him as head of 
the fanattcal group, and in his pamphlet, 
"MllHons Now Living W1l1 Never Die" he 
emPloyed - a peculiar ~ethod of reas~ning 
whic;b.- enabled ,him to predict positively 
that 'the correct' date was 1925. Now 1925 
has been gon'e tor 22 years and Rutherford 
has 'died. He wasn't one of the millions who 
WOUldn't, apparently. But in spite of all the 
false ideas which have been exposed, Je
hovah's Witnesses sUIl peddle "Consola
tion," Anyone who can be conSoled by _be
lieving a lie ought to get a lot _ ot comfort 
from it. 

But Rus8eUsm has written its own death 
sentence. Mr. RusSell said, "It our chron
ology Is not reliable we have no idea where 
we are nor when the morning will come." 
We have shown that their chronology is not 
reliable. In view ot that fact and by the 
admission ot their founder, we can say that 
Russe1l1tes do not know where they are. 
They are wandering around in fog and 
darkness and have no idea when morning 

Russell again says, "Suppose that A: D. 
1914 should pass with the world's atrairs 
all serene and with evidence that the 'very 
elect' had not all been -'changed' and without 
the restoration of natural Israel to favor 
under the New Covenant. What then? 
Would DOt that prove our chronology 
wrong? Ye, ,surely! And would not that 
prove a keen disappointment? Indeed it 
would! It would work irreparable wreck. 
. , . What a. blow that would be!" 

The father ol the sect admits that he 
made a wreck out at the 'thing -and says it 
Is beyond repair. Therefore, all of the patch
ing which has been done since hiB day bas 
not yet got the theory to the place where It 
will hold water. It stili leaks at the seams. 
and the Joints cannot be soldered. It Is ir
reparable! It haa suffered a- terriflc blow 
trom which it cannot recover. It was sired 
by falsehood, bred by supposition: and It 
can never stand uPon the legs of truth! We 
feel sorry for those who have been misled 
by it! Looking for a "~fil1ennlal Dawn" they 
are faced with the judgment of God, where 
all liars shall have their part In the lake 
tbat burns with flre and brimstone. They 
are witnesses' only ' to the tact that Satan 
still deludes men and that with strong de
lusion! 

"When a prophet speaketh In the name ot 
the Lord, if the thing follow not, nor come 

-to pass. that is the thing which the Lord 
hath not spoken, but the prophet hath 
spoken tt presumptuously: thou Shalt not 
be afraid of him" (Deul 18: 22). "The 
prophet_ which prophesieth of peaCe, when 
the word ot the prophet shall come to pass, 
then shall the prophet be known, that the 
Lord hath sent him" (Jeremiah 28: 9). So 
It Is evl"ent that Pastor Russell spoke_ pre
sumptuo~slY and that he was not a prophet 
of the Lord. NeUher are his followers truly 
witnesses' of the Lord! The leopard has not 
changed his S[lots! 

Is It Right ,to Have Classes For Bible Study? 
By E. M~ · Z e , , 

I have designedly placed thls- heading in 
quotations. While it Is the subject on whtch 
I have been asked to write an arUcle, yet 
it Is a Question which I would not have 
raIsed. It is an Jmplied aSsumption of some
thing that the New Testament does not 
teach. AU persons will admit that it is 
right and a duty to teach the -Bible. That 
since no man Is inspired today and there.. 
fore has no ':tnner light" to guide him in 
his rel1g10us Ute it Is necessary for him to 
be taught. And the only basis of authori
tative te,aching is whatts to be found in the 
Bible. Therefore It IB M~ef!!!llry to teae!) 

that book to the bearers_ And while aU un
derstand that parents are to instruct their 
chUdren in the ways of the Lord (Eph. 6: 
(), yet the church as an Institution Is also 
commanded to teach the Bible (Eph. 3: 10; 
1 Tim. 3: 15), But while it is the evident 
duty devolved on the church to do this, 
there Is no _ set method shown in the N. T. 
for dOing It. There is where the "assump
tion" comes In. To ask the quel!ltion In the 
heading of this' arUcle Is to assume that the 
scriptures reveal a settled manner of doing 
this teaching. But that Is not true and the 
objectors have never _ even attempted to 
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point out that manner in the sacred text. 
Instead. about all ot their discussion on the 
subject bas been ot a negative nature. 

But while the scriptures do not show any 
specific method tor, teaching the great Book 
to· thEt public. yet t~ey do give U8 certain 
principles ~o which ~e sho~ld give heed. 
Heb. 9: 13, 14 plainly shows tha~ nof all 
stu.d.en,ts . c~~ . receive the sa~e ki.nd or grade 
of teacb~ng" The:, idea :-is, bandIed by Paul by 
comp~r,~ng: t~~ ,,~~a~hing of the \VOrd of God 
to , ~eeding fPQ.p- ~,?, th~thu.I~an pody. Suppose 
that a dj~titlan Were el11ployed to. arrange a 
menu tor · s,: m~xed .. group ' ot ,people to be 
relIed upo,n a,s: .the " Bole:; basis of nourish
ment. And SUPPOfil,e -further -that' he should 
offer on'e single menu :with no variations as 
o the age or personal , condition ot' body of 

the ones to partake. What would be · thought 
or such a. plan? It is certain that s·uch an 
arrangement would be rejected. . Instead of 
Buch an mogical setup he would be expected 
to orrer one that took into consideration the 
several dlrrerenees in age and stature and 
strength ot the ones for whom the menus 
were prepa.red. The same i8 true in the mat
ter at oft'ering spiritual food to the ones who 
come under the teaching done by the church. 

And since the scriptures do not o(fer us 
any certain ·method for carrying out the evi
dent duty of teaching the Bible it follows 
that we . must uae our own judgment in 
forming one. A command to do a thing im
plies the .command ·.to do whatever is neces
sary in the performance of that duty. We 
have Been that it is the plain duty of the 
church to . teach the Bible. We have seen 
also that no specific plan has been: shown in 
the New Testament for that work . . Herice 
it 1s our duty and pnvlJege to adopt the 
method which we consider best tor accom
plishing the desired end. The only restric
tion we are under is that we do not form or 
use any method that would violate any of 
the expressed princt~les of the scriptures. 
But here may be the place where ·the opposi
tion thinks to show that a negative answer 
to the heading ·should be given. That the 
pracUce ·of having cl88ses in the teaching 
Violates· some ·spet!1fic teachings of the scrip
tures. And since such objections are the 
stock in trade at the objectors it will be 
well to consider some of them. 

It Is said that no authority is available 
for dividing the cQ,ngregation when it comes 
together fOr worship. This is the most PDp.. 
ular objection hea.rd to the classes. But the 
proposlt~on is filled with assumption and · 
the 38sumption shows gross neglect ' ot 
plainly taught principles and shametul lack 
of Information concerning some of the terms 
of .tbe New Testament. For one thing, what 
Is meant by "worship"? This word . comes 
from at least ten different Greek words and 
has · as many shades of meaning. But while 
this is . tr\Je yet not one single instance oc~ 
curs where the word Is applied by an in
spired writer to . the .congregational ordi
nances of the Lord.'s supper and contribu
tion. The· only time or o~ion when the 

congregatlon as such must be together ~s 
one assembly i8 for the two ordinances just 
mentioned. And there has never been one 
instance when any congregation attempted 
to be In or use the classes during the per
formance of said acts at religious duty. 
Therefore It sbould not be objected that we 
are gullty at dividing the church when it 
comes together tor "the worship." Such ob
jection Is a false accusation and must react 
as a serious condemnation of the ones who 
make it. I do not mean to say that these 
ordinances are not worship. for they are. 
But I a~ saying · that we have no right to 
call them "the worship" tor any act of re
spect toward divine things Is one meaning 
of· worship. So that the rea.son the congre
gation should no.t be divided while perform
ing t he said two ordinances 1s not that they 
are Items of worship since many other acts 
can be called worshh> also. But It is because 
these two services are congregational In 
their nature and must be carried out by the 
congregation as a whole that Is assembled. 

The Incon!Jistencies of tbose who object to 
the classes are so glaring that it is astonish
ing that Christians could be gUilty of .them. 
One man. was once asked it he would object 
if a teacher should invite a class of boys to 
his home to be taught the BIble. He said he 
would not. Then would he object if the 
teac:qer took bls clas~ to the church yard 
and occupied space ·in the shade of a tree. 
And sun he said· he would not. Then, should 
a rain come UP. would he object it the 
teacher took his class into the church house. 
At which he stated that he certainly would 

object to havIng a "class" In the church 
house. This 1s only one of the inconsisten
cies of the hobbyists on thIs subject. But a 
more serious Inconsistency than tbis may be 
l)ointed out I have known parenta deliber
ately to rema.in away from the meeting 
pJace on Lord's day with their chUdren untn 
the time for the classes bad passed, then 
come In just In ttme for f'the worship," as 
they called it. And their charge Is tbat the 
classes consUtute an innovatton because 
they are unauthorized. Well, if they are to 
be so regarded, then the church that uses 
tbem Is guUty of Innovationism. And that 
would be just as bad as if it were guilty of 
the innovation ot an Aid Society or other 
such society. In that view of the case such 
a congregation Is not a loyal one and those 
who protess to be opposed . to UDscrlptural 
churches must oppose said congregation. 
But they cannot truthfully say ····they are 
opp~slng It as long as they attend any part 
of Its services and take part. Thus, these 
folks whO watt till the cl ..... are over and 
then come and join the other services are 
as goUty of innovation as the ones wh.o have 
been teaching the va.rious ages and grades 
in the classes. The only sincere thing these 
objectors can do Is to . withdraw from any 
congregation that uses the classes. If they 
do not then they are condemning themselves 
by having fellowship with those who are 
doing what they contend to be an unscrip.. 
tural practice. "Happy is he that condemn
eth not himself In that thing Which he 
allowethn (Rom. 14: 22). 

How to Tell iF You I re Converted 
A few days ago a young brother said to 

me, "I don't feel Uke I'm getting anything 
out of the· church here at late. The breth
ren who are ~n the program cannot preach 
polished sermons, the lessons don't seem to . 
produce a great sense of reverence in my 
beart. I believe there are some good fea
tUres about the 'pastor system', although we 
always talk against it. Sometimes I'm al
most tempted to go where they have a min
ister all of the time." 

I have no doubt that the man who made 
the statement thought he was really reveal
ing a f.ault In the church. However, he was 
mistaken. He was only demonstrating his 
own lack of true conversion. One who ts 
really a child ot God must have an exactly 
opposite philosophy of living than the one 
expressed. ·Tbe Christian Ufe Is based ·upon 
a Jove for God which makes us want to 
spread His cause, and a. love for our fellow
man which makes us want to carry the gos
pel to him. Jesus declared that the one who 
would become grea~est in the Kingdom must 
first become servant ot all. He exemplUled 
what he meant by the statement concerning 
himself, "The Son ot man came not to be 
ministered unto, but to ",11Ii~tef." 

When anyone begins to grumble about the 
church not furnisbing the high type . ot 
edifyIng speakers that he desires, you can 
look beneath the surface and see that the 
real trouble Is not in the heart of the 
church, but in tbe heart at the· man. He 
wants the church to serve him. He wants 
it to cater solely to his needs. He wants to 
be on the receiving end always, but the 
Book says. "It Is more blessed to give than 
to receive," It fUrtber aftlrms, "Ye ought to 
be teachers." That should be our atm, our 
goal, our fervent expectation - to qualify 
ourselves to assist others. 

Let's analy.ze the statement quoted above 
exact1y as spoken by the young brother. "I 
don't feel like I'm getting anything out . or 
the churcb." This Indicates a selftab atU
tude. We're not to be In the church for 
what we get out of It. We should be there 
tor what · we can put Into it! True, there. 
are great blessings to be derived from the 
church. Those blessings, however, do not 
come to the ones who spend their tJme 
searching for them selfishly. They are the 
result of service, and we derive them purely 
as we !!leek not our own w&ltare but the 
welfare of other&. 

>4 
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"The brethren who are on the program do 
not preach ,polished sermons." The olie who 
really loves the Lord appreciates every sin
cere eftort made in behalf of the Lord's 
cause. He looks 'not- at external polish or 
gloss, but at the hard work. the penitent 
heart. the eager desire to serve which is 
manifest by the humble brethren who are 
on the program. Seldom indeed do I listen 
to even a feeble attempt to edify; but what 
I receive- help from it. My Ufe has been 
enriched fat more by those who are strug
gling against heavy odds to live the Chris
tian life, than by professional preachers. 

"The lessons don't seem to produce a 
great sense of reverence in my heart." With
out realizing it, the young brother in this 
statement revealed the real trouble. A heart 
in which reverence comes and goes, fluctuat
ing back and forth, needs outside stimula
tion. That's the thing UpOn which the old 
time revivalist counted. True reverence is 
not that kind. It is kept burning brightly by 

the inner joy which is kindled through love 
for the Savior, by the fellowship of breth
ren, by the beauties of nature, by the plea
sure of companionship in the home; by love 
for life itself. Any sense of reverence which 
has to be started anew by the kindling of 
preaching each Sunday is a false one. 

j'Sometimes I'm tempted to go where they 
have a minister all of the time." This young 
man showed his need of a crutch to lean 
upon. He wanted to be· ministered unto. His 
development was so fragile spiritually that 
he could not eat the bread of life unless 
someone else broke it oft' and crumbled it 
for him. He wanted to hire somecne to do 
that which God has commanded us all to 
do. He wanted to remain a listener and 
never become a proclaimer. He had no sense 
If responsibility to others, he only wanted 
others to be responsible for ,him. Remember 
that when 'yoU criticize the church you gen
erally show your true color. Keep still and 
get to work! 

WHO SETS YOUR STANDARD? 
The word "standard" as used in this con

nection refers to anything that is used as a 
basis of comparison. We generally think of 
it as a model by which to build, or a rule by 
which to walk. Insofar as moral life is con
cerned, there are two standards in existence. 
One is set by popular opinion; the other has 
been provided by God the Father. Seldom 
indeed do these two meet and become the 
same. The standard set by the sentiment of 
the masses is fluctuating. It is generally not 
good. It does not often favor the right. 

On the other hand, the standard provided 
by the Lord is unchanging and firm. It is 
,absolute and positive. We will all be mea
sured by it in the Judgment. If we walk by 
the standard of the world while here and 
then are measured by GOd's standard over 
there, we will be found "weighed in the bal
ances and lacking." The basic difterence be
tween the man in the world and the child 
of God is the standard which each accepts. 
When a child of God professes to love the 
Father but at the same time, for love of 
popularity, seeks to walk by the standard 
of prevailing sentiment, he loses his influ
ence for good. Like salt without strength, 
he is "fit for nothing but to be cast out and 
trodden under foot." 

Popular sentiment does not fa.vor baptism 
for remission of sins. In spite of that God's 
standard· demands" "Repent and be baptized 
everyone of you in the name of Jesus Christ, 
forthe remission of sins" (Acts 2: 38). Cur
rent opinion does not favor immersion in 

'water as baptism. The standard of God's 
measurement declares, "Therefore we are 
b1.tried with him by baptism' into death, that 
like as Christ was raised up from the dead 
by the glory of the Father, even so we also 
should walk in -newness Of Ufe" "(Romans 
6;: 4). ' 

~opular sentiment advocates :the idea that 

there is no salvation in a name. The stand
ard of God affirms, "Neither is there salva
tion in any other, for there is none other 
name under heaven; given among men, by 
which we must be saved" (Acts 4: 12). 
Popular sentiment favors the use of instru
men.tal music in the praise service to God, 
but the standard of God nowhere endorses 
such. although it is positive in the command 
to sing (Ephesians 5: 19; Colossians 3: 16). 
The general idea is that one may partake of 
the Lord's Supper at any interval and upon 
any day that is arranged by his religious 
institution. God'S standard says, "The disci
ples met together upon the first day of the 
week to break bread" (Acts 20: 7). 

Kipling said of east and west, that "East 
is east and west is west. and never the 
twain shall meet." That seems to be true 
of the standards of God and the world. How 
silly it is then to attempt to justify our
selves by the conduct of those who follow 
another standard. A great many Christian 
young people will use as an argument to 
secure permission to attend various un
scriptural entertainments, the thought that 
"Everyone else is going." That does not 
justify us for going though, because the 
others are not walking by the same rule as 
are we. "The carnal mind is enmity against 
God, for it is not subject to the law of God, 
neither· indeed can be." 

It is generally not true even that every
one elEe is going. We tend to employ a mass 
psychology to emphasize our arguments. 
But even it everyone else on earth does a 
thing that -does not make it right to do it; 

. neither' does it justify you in doing it. 
Things are not made right because'of the 
Ii-umber of-- persons· who do them. If that 
were· tiue, -the people on the outside of the 
ark would have been right, 'and Noah and 
his famUy- WQ\llc;l ·4av~ b~~U ·wfOng. Neither 

Eating Garbage 
I shall never forget a scene which I saw 

enacted during the great depression which 
swept our country arid the world. I arrived 
in Kansas City late one night on the bus, 
and had a wait of almost an hour. I walked 
up town to pass away the time. It was 
necessary that I pass by a restaurant, and I 
chanced to glance down the driveway by the 
side of the place. There stood a man dip
ping down into the garbage can. I watched 
him as he took up some of the sodden, 
dripping contents and sorted 'Over what he 
had in his hand until he came to a crust of 
pie with some of the fllling adhering thereto. 
He placed it in his mouth and ate °it, while 
a feeling of revulsion swept over me. 

Since that time there have been so many 
pictures ot the starving peoples of Europe 
eating from street refuse and garbage dumps 
that I've become accustomed to the fact that 
men eat filth and ortscourings, In spite of 
that, I've not lost my feeling of revulsion at 
the thought, I'm glad that the churches 
have sent hundreds of dollars worth of food 
to those far-art lands. I wish that we could 
have sent even more. 

The people of Poland and Germany eat 
from garbage cans because they have to do 
that. One can justify their action by the 
instinct for self-preservation and the desire 
to live. In America, though, there are mil
lions who feed their minds at the gutters 
and from the garbage cans, and that with
out excuse. It is a matter of preference. I 
cannot understand why the moral conscience 
of our nation does not rise up in a concen
trated revolt against the sewage that is be
ing piped into the hearts of our people by 
modern day writers, who are filthy rats, 
scurrying about the underground passages 
of warped brains and attempting to glorify 
perversion and twisted personality. 

One does not need to read the books them
selves to know what they are and what they 
contain. The reviews that are published ,of 
them demonstrate the contamination that 
clings to them. There is an unmistakable 
odQr of sewer gas even' about these man
holes, which seek to purify the contents, by 
letting oft steam regarding their apt por
trayal of character. A few years ago, the 
reading public was stirred by "The Grapes 
of Wrath." It was a book teeming with 
filth and crawling with vermin. Thousands 
fed upon it without thought of repulsive
ness. 

A few days ago I was at our own city li
brary. There before me was a late book 
which had been highly advertised in reviews 
in our own newspaper. A glance at its con-

are we free to do things merely because of 
the prevailing or popular sentiment. To ar
gue that way would make you a cannibal if 
you happened to be stranded on a cannibal 
isle where that was theprevalIing senti
ment; unless, of'course, you were first con
sumed by popular opiniOn! 
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tents showed that.!t was dripping with un· . 
hofy sex description, justi!y-ing prostitution, 
and that of the lowest-'perverted type. Books 
have become best'Bel~er~ in the last few 
years that dealt with sodomy and homo· 
sexuality trom the angle of justlflcation be
cause ot environment. That's ' why -God 
rained down fire upon SodOJU :'and -Gomor
rah. Those who Indulge In: r eading filth 
will reap tbe harvest in _morally·wrecked 
lives. 

Have you noticed ., that even the "comic 
books" have been goIng the '""ayaf moral 
perversion lately. Always a factor -tor evil , 
they have now become even more -so. Tbe 
figures ot the female heroi;n~s · have been 
stripped of clothing .. , by,the ' artIst,S. lncrens· ' 
lug numbers of scenes 'in ,which 'such B:fe 
dressing or undressing- a,re· being pictured 
The strips now cater to the wei rd, the un! 

balanced. the disorganized. The effect of 
.s~ch portrayals upon the infantlle -or juve· 
nile mind at its impressionable age is in· 
calculable. I know parents who purchase 
comic books because they keep their ·chil· 
dren still . and they don't bother! May I 
suggest that a good dose of strychnine or 
laudanum will accomplish the same purpose. 
There lim't a lot of -difference except for the 
fact that my suggestion- kills them Quicker, 
and they wUl not have to die an agonizing 
death with a bullet in the body from. a law 
enforcement officer's pistol. It may save 
them from agonizing decay by som E;! ve
nereal disease. 

Of COurse, -you wouldn't poison your chl1-
drenwUh·.strychriine. You love them. Then 
don't poison them with the rat poison of 

. corrupt l1terab.i\'e, or you may literally 
"-love them to death." 

1Chc iItoly ~pirit and ~inncrs 
There are two extremes at thought reo 

garding man's turning to God. One person 
believes that man Is so pure and good in his 
natural state that he does not need any help 
and w1ll finally be saved regardless of his 
conduct or actions, since his life will wOrk 
out its 9wn carrection and purification. This 
Is the ,doctrine- of Univ_e1'8(z.z~sm:o The_ QJber 
party belteves- that'man Is--detlnttelY· In· need 
of atonement, and also of a supernatural 
force to enable him to accept its benefits. It 
is believed that man not only needs the rev· 
elation of truth but must ·be miraculously 
and directly empowered · to accept it, by a . 
new nature given · ·through inu)artation of 
the Holy Spirit. Both· of thes·s theories: are 
talse. 

We object to both Ideas,- but will confine 
ourselves to the last in this brief treatise. 
We are convinced that .the Holy Spirit . Is 
interested in the conversion _of alien sinners. 
We agree that the Holy Spirit operates upon 
the hearts of such to bring them t.o GOd. 
But we deny that this is done · dlrect~y. We. 
affirm that it is always done through a me· 
dlum, and that medium is -the Word of GOd. 
We do not durer fr.om the majority of the 
religious world on · the fact at the Spirit's 
work, but on the how. 'they ·believe it Js 
done immediately; we belie·ve the Btble 
teaches It Is mediately; Tbey contend It Is 
direct in Its operation; -- we believe It Is 
through agency. 

It the Holy Spirit ·comes to men directly 
to convert them, the Bl~le ought to so teach. 
But there Is not a singIe -scripture which 
tells us tbat the ·H(lly Spirit operates di· 
rectly upon the heart ot an aUen sinner to 
convert him. Moreover, in all of the exam· 
pIes of conversion in th~ ---New Testament 
there is not a stngle case where the Spirit 
ever so worked. The doctrine then lacks 
both precept and precedent for substantia. 
tlon. There is no authority · for it in God's 
revealed wID. 

The examples used of the Spirit's work 
upon men's hearts a re such as to indicate 
the use ot other agency. An example is 
found In 2 Corlnthians_ 3: 3 where the 
Spirit is llkened to ink. This substance 
does not flow out ot ~ bottle and form words 
and characters independently. bu:tl,ltilizes 
other m~~nJ:h_ ,8;lJ.ch .JUI. -a-_.cpen and -a writer. 
Thus the use ot the expressioIls "r;ninistered 
by us" in this verse shows that the apos tles 
constituted the medium through which the 
Spirit worked in this instance. Paul calls 
himself and Apollos, " ministers by whom ye 
believed" (1 Corin.thians 3: 5). 

No man upon earth, has ever been made a: 
believer ~n the Son of God without hearing 
or reading the truth as it is set forth in the 
New Test.a.ment. With all of the ' teem~ng 
mlllions ot 'people on earth, fn the nineteen 
centuries since Christ, surely there would 
have been one heathen who never had access 
to the Bible either, by hearing or reading, 
who - would have been led to Christ and_ 
made to believe. It tlie Spirit leads men to 
ChrIst independent of any other a$"ency 
surely it would have made one ~uch convert. 
But tbere has not been a person in any ot 
the centuries past who was ever converted 
to Christ without first hearing or reading 
about Christ. 

We are "begotten by-the gospel" (1 Carin· 
thians 4: 15);· with "th_e word of truth" 
(James 1: 18); that is "by the word of God, 
Which liveth and abideth forever" (1 Peter 
1: 23). Any theor-y· which· leaves out the 
agency ot the Word tn -the New Birtb is 

. false because -it denles--a- plain teaching of 
the New Testament.. The theory we are 
dealing with does that very thing, therefore 
cannot be true. 

If the Holy Spira converted a person 
without use of age"ncy that man certainly 
would have to receive the Spirit. Certa~nly 
he CQuld not reject it and be · saved, or · r·e~ 
sial it and gain salvation:'" (At'ta ·1:":'-61;' 52). 

But the Savior teaches that the world can~ 
not receive it _(John 14: 17). If then a man 
cannot be saved until the Spirit converts 
him directly, and yet he cannot receive the 
Spi'ri t until he is converted, then no man 
can be saved and all of us are doomed to 
eternal hell. If the world ·cannot receive the 
Spirit, then a man cannot be saved by the 
Spir.1t directly, unless he can be saved with" 
out reCei~lng _ it. But if 'ODe man can be 
saved without receiving it, then aU can be, 
so what's the use ot the Spirit coming to 
any man? God's plan is that the word of 
the Spirit be preached to alien sinners and 
that they -repent and accept that gospel. 
That is the only hope of salvation which 
any man may have ! 

Foreknowledge of God 
(Ccm.tinued tro'm, pt3{Je 1) 

emiah 7:31; 19: 5; 32: 5 .we ·learn that . the 
children of Israel actually burnt their · off
spring. which thing had never entered the 
mind of God. But we might admit that Le. 
viticus 18: 21 has .reference to the same acts 
and sins as referred to In the passages in 
Jeremiah, and then there would be nothing 
to prove Ulat God knew. from all eternity, 
that HIS people would commit this awful 
sin. 

He knew that the children of Ht.nnom 
were then, and had been, burning their· ofr· 
spring, hence Baid to his children, "And 
thou shalt not let any of thy seed pass 
through the fire · to Molech,." just 88 you 
might say to your Ifttle __ gir~~ when in the 
presence of a drunken woman, ·"1 don't want 
you . ever to get drunk li~e. that woman," 
and at the same time you have no idea that 
your da.ughter w1l1 ever become a dri.mken 
sot" SUCH A THOUGHT HAS NEVER 
ENTERED YOUn MIND, y,et you tell her 
not to do as that woman Is dOing. 

I have viewed 'this passage. tro)Il every 
angle and cannot even find a hint that"" God 
foreknew his children would act as they 
did. If we say Levi ticus 18: 21 teaches that 
God knew,. long before creation, that his 
children would commit that heipous .sin 
(Jeremiah 7: 31), then we have a contra
dicUQn with Deuterono;my 28 : .63;-_ Jeremiah 
-7: 31; 19: 5; 32: 35, and several other .pa& 
Bage~. One refers to the worship_ping of 
Molech in the . absence of burning chHdren 
to death, while the .other- refers to __ the pass. 
ing of their sons and daughters- .through the 
fire, in the valley of Hinnom, unto Molech. 

God, ·ft seems, did not know the faith of 
Abraham: untn he tried him. (See Genesis 
22: 12.) God says, "For NOW I know ,that 
thou tearest God," then he tells -how he 
learned it-fleeeing thou hast not :Withheld 
thy son." God . could thereupon send an an~ 
gel and make a covenant with Abraham 
(verses 15-18). 

To say GOd foreknew all sIn .. is to make 
him ·· responsible for all murders, drunken
~ess, . adultery,. lying, stealing, ·etc., and the 
only sinner hi the universe. 
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Q e r s o n a 
Mrs. C. K.. Festus, Mo.: 011 appreciated 

your radio program recently. I only wieh 
my home was a Christian home. It could 
be it my husband and I would but make up 
our minds to work together. Will you tell 
me just what the Bible teaches I must do to 
become a Christian? Also, bave you any 
little booklets containing Bible stories tor 
chUdren, as you know, children love Bible 
stories it they are so they can understand 
them. When I try to read them the Bible 
they Bay they don't understand. There Is a 
lot I do not understand, either. Thank you 
so very much. Keep on preaching God's 
Word as It Is written. not as someone wants 
you to," 

And thank. YOu! (ThIs mother was some· 
what niisled by teachings of Pentecostal and 
other groups. This Is the third letter from 
her since I sent her tbe MisBOuri MI88ion 
Messenger and tracts to help.) It Is up to 
you to do your part to make yOUTS a ChrIs
Uan home, and then le'ad your husband to 
the Lord (1 Peter 3: 1·3). Do not wait tor 
him to obey before you accept Christ, but 
take the lead, and perhaps he will tallow. 

Since you have already heard the Word 
until you are convinced that God Is, and' Is 
a rewarder of them that dlUgently seek him 
(Hebrews 11: 6). and that Jesus is His Son 
and your Savior (John 3: 16), you must 
now repent ot your sins and be baptized tor 
their remiuion (Acts 2: 38). In order to 
become a 1\t Aubject of baptism you must 
Orst confess. your faith ' tn Christ (Matthew 
10: 32; Acts 8: 37). ' Go to tbe borne 01 Bro. 
Charles Sims at Festus, tell him you want 
to become .a Christian. He w1ll take your 
confession and baptize you. Don't delay, 
Make arrangements as soon 8S you get tbis 
letter. 

·The , ~est book for chUdren that I know of 
I. "First Steps lor Little Feet In GosI>01 
Paths." It contains Bible stories and que&
tions t9 ask the youngsters. The price has 
recently been raised to $1.25. Send to this 
otnce and we'll mall you one at once. May 
God bless you! 

R. C. S. (Mo,): "My daugbter. wbo \s 
teaching the children between the ages of 
3 and 1 years, was wondering it you could 
give her some Ideas on teaching the children 
in that class. I would like to know If the 
booklet, "What's Wrong with the Movies?" 
can be obtained, and if so, where? I would 
like to have two or three coptes." 

ChUdren tn the age group mentioned are 
what we call "pre-reading" cblldren. They 
still Uve In the age when stories must be 
told them. Thia Is the age ot make-believe 
and fantasy, when imagination Is beginning 
to develop, Bnd the youngster is discoverIng 
a vast new world every day. In a couple of 
years. these boys and gtrls w1lI step into a 
sUlI greater Ute tn the world ot books. Now, 
however, they must learn by discovery, by 
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sight, and by information furnished from 
direct contact with thOse who are older, 
especially the parents and the teacher of 
the Bible "Class. 

Most teachers are not well prepared' for 
the great task of guiding little minds. This 
is ordinarily the case because of a very mis
taken Idea that "anyone c3'n teach a bunch 
of kids." I have heard leaders make such a 
ridiculous assertion. Teachers of boys and 
girls must love children. They must thrill 
to see little hearts grow and little bodies 
develop. Otherwise, the chUdren . will s ense 
that their Instruction Is just a disagreeable 
task, or a chore which bas been thrust u1)on 
someone. The technique of handling ch1l· 
dren ·can be worked out if you Orst really 
love them. 

Do not read long dissertations from the 
Bible to chIldren at this age. Study the les
son you want to tell at home. Then put it 

Readei'll of thit paper are request~d 
to .end in their problem. for discu.·_ 
.ion. The .. me thlnlli whi~h trouble 
you may abo trouble olbert. Perhapl 
we ettn mutually bear the burdenl of 
each other. Names will be omitted in 
8tatln. the problem for solution. 4t 
us hear from you. 

down Into language the chtldren can grasp. 
Above all, tie it In with tbe experlenc,e of 
the children theMselves. Never start a story 
without first getting the attention ot the 
Uttle auditors by tying it in with their own 
experiences. For example, it you want to 
tell how David the shepberd lad became 
king, begin by asking how many of the 
class have ever seen sheep. Ask. what kind 
of a coat sheep have on thetr backs. Let the 
cillAB tell wha~ kind of a noise a sheep 
makes. Have them tell you what some of 
the enemies ot a flock of sbeep may be. That 
will lead you directly into the reason why 
there must be a shepherd. Then say, "Now 
If all ot us will sit up straight and told our 
hands in our laps, and be quiet, I wUl tell 
you the story of a little lad who took care 
of bis father's sheep, and later became 
J'lng." 

Jesus used object lessons. He pOinted to 
the flowers and said, "Behold the lUtes of 
the 1)eld." He taught his lesson whUo the 
audience looked at tbe· tlowers. Jesus was 
the greatest teacher the world has ever 
known. We should profit by his methods. 
One of our teachers in St. Louis wanted. to 
show her class how God created birds and 
anlmal~ with Instinct for their preserva· 
tion. She brought a bird's nest to class. The 
chndren examined it and beheld how a bird 
without hands or fingers intricately wove 
the strands together. They found that when 

the nest was taken apart they could· not 'put 
it together again. They were 'deeply im
pressed wIth God's power and a love for his 
lesser creatures. That's the way to teach 
children. 

In our vacation Bible study for 1947, 
teachers at primary groups will fold paper 
so that when they cut it properly there will 
be twelve paper men joined together. After 
holding these up, they will then be IniUaled 
with the names of Jacob's 12 sons. They 
will be taken apart and passed out, one to 
each of 12 children. These will then be 
lined up in the order of the birth of Jacob's 
sons, and each will give the name assigned 
to him. The other boys and girls will then 
try to remember the name of each· In order 
and recite them. If teachers cannot tell a 
story acceptably, they should secure a copy 
of "First Steps for Little Feet in Gospel 
Paths" and study it at home until they can 
tell the story to their class. We'll furnish · 
you a copy for '$1.25 'as the price has re
cently increased. Urge parents to read these 
little stories to their children. All teachers 
of smaller youngsters can .get a ·· lot of val
uable aid ,if· they will send "a,dlmefor;my 
bulletin, "How to. Teach the' Bible -to KInder. 
garten Children." :The, d1mepays, for the 
printing and postage. Address .your: reQuest 
to MISSOURI MISSION MESSENGER; 

"What's Wrong with the 'Mov:les?"'can be 
secured :· ·trom Zondervan ' Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, MichIgan. 'The cost Is GOc 
per copy· and U's worth every .cent of It. 

J . D. ·.M. (llllnois) · wrt"t.es : .. "Next year I 
will be a Junior In ·Hlgh "School. I am much 
interested in chemistry, but sOlDe of the 
older folks say forme not to take ·It, that 
my faith may be destroyed by what Is 
taught.. What do. you think , about me study· 
lng !t?" ' 

Take the subject br a# ·.·meaI?s~ TheTe Is 
no science taught in schooF to~ay , which 
w.lll tend any more to . conttrm ,your faltb 
than chemistry. One: canhot tie a · re·~l Chem. 
1st without believIng In .God.:·and His power 
over the universe. In chemistry !·Yo·u are 
deallng with the elements w~Ich tDake up '. 
this universe In which we live. No one can 
create one of those elemen'ts. '-¢ven with ~1l 
ot OUT. advanced knowledge ·we · can only 
use them, compound them, and do research 
work .In the laboratory. in an attem.p~ to 
determine how they functlQn., The co~trol 
of these basic unlts Is In a greater hand 
than that or man. 

We are absolutely dependent upon ,water. 
Man can llve without toad longer than. he 
can without water. You wtll find that water 
Is composed of two elements, hydrogen and 
''(ygen. There Are two parts ot the first to 
one of the second. The infinite pOwer which 
controls the universe made these two sep
arate trom all of the other 90 .elements and 

; 
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go together 1n just the proper proportion, 
and that's not all, tor they w1l1 DOt com
pound at all except Just In these exact math
ematical proportions. What a chaotic' con
dition would result if those _proportions 
should be broken up. If they ' would -combine 
in equal proportions, tbe result would be 
hydrogen peroxide, ,and Ufe would perish 
trom the earth. 

If you weigh these elements as they com
pose water. you'll find that by weight there 
is ODe part hydrogen to eight of oxygen. 
This meaDS tl1en that l.here Is a great deal 
of oxygen ~n the free state in water. That's 
where the fish get this necessary element 
for Ute. 

Man breathes in oxygen and exhales car
bon dioxide, which 1a poisonous to him. The 
plants breatbe in carbon dioxide foi' their 
ute, and pul out oxygen. The balance is 
maintained in a perfect system. No system 
can exist without a governor or regulator. 
Since man cannot regulate the universe, it 
is evident that the power which does so Is 
superior to man. Inasmuch as man is the 
highest order ot created being, that which 
18 superior is uncreated, therefore divine. 

A otster (1I11noLs): "My husband left me 
about five years ago shortly atter our little 
boy was borDo Later I heard that he was In 
Chicago trequenting places which were not 
right. In order to obtain support I secured 
a civll divorce. Atter that my husband I;lar
ried another woman. I have been very 
lonely and it has been a hard matter for me 
to go on, but being a member of the church 
has helped a whole lot. Recently I came in 
contact through some friends with a man, 
who is not a member of the church. We 
have been going together for six months. 
He takes me to chUrch and seems interested 
In it. I feel sure we are compatible and I 
want a home so much. He haa asked me to 
marry him. 18 it right for me to do so?" 

I deeply sympathize with yap and your 
problem. I want to commend you for your 
faithtulness in the midst of your trials and 
tribulations, and tor the manifest _ ~deslre to 
do the will ot God, which has prompted your 
question. You cannot scripturally marry the 
man with whom you are keeping company 
in his present status, for the Bible says, 
"The wife Is bound by the law to her hus- ~ 

band as long as he liveth; but if her hus-

1C h [ <5 0 .s p [I ~ an - 'B~ 'Fred .1'. Weed 

When we look around Us and see so' many 
dilrerent denominations, approximately two 
hundred, each claiming to shOW the way to 
heaven, it is no wonder that some who have 
studied the Bible should conclude that the 
subject is too much for thJ~m, and turn 
away to treat the whole matter with indlf· 
ference. However, that conclusion will not 
keep them from being rejected of God and 
cast Into outer darkness where there is 
weepIng and gnashing of teeth. 

What is the reason tor all 01' this confu
,sian? Peter says, "But there were false 
prophets among the people, even as there 
shall be false teachers among_ you, who shall 
bring in damnable hereSies, even denying 
the Lord that bought them, and brin,g upon 
themselves switt destruction. And many 
shall follow their pernicious ways; by rea
son of whom the truth shall be evil spoken 
of" (2 Peter 2: 1). Is that n.ot true today? 
In many other scriptures we are also warned 
against false teachers. 

When there are 80 many, all different, and 
all claiming to be right, how -can I tell 
which Is right? It you had two hundred ten
dollar bills, all of which were counterfeit 
but one, and you had a little book which 

. described minutely the points of the gen
uine one, what would you do? Certainly, 
you would study that description until you 
could pick out the true bill. Thus it Is with 
the church. The New Testament tells us all 
about the church Christ died to establish, 
and It behooves us to so study that descrip
tion that we can recocnlze the church when 
we see It. The New Testament tells us just 

what we are to .' d'o in order to obtain sal
vation. 

Paul admonishes Timothy to "rightly di· 
vide th~ word of tr~th"; so let us begin by 
dividing the New T~stament into its natural 
divisions. The first four books, Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John leU us at the Ufe of 
Chris~, proving be was the one who was to 
come, as was prophesied by the prophets 
hundreds of years before. By the miracles 
he performed and ' wondrous works which he 
did, he proved that ,he was the Son of God 
and that God was with him. John concludes 
his account of these things by saying, "these 
are written that ye might believe that Jesus 
is the Christ the Son of God; and that be
lieving ye might have life through his 
name" (John 20: ' 31). Does this tell us 
what to do to be saved? It tells us what to 
beUeve, which Is the first step. 

Wha't next? Ac'ts of APostles tells how 
the apostles carried out Christ's instructions 
.when he said, "Go ye therefore, and teach 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and or- the Son. and of the Holy 
Ghost; teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you" (Matt. 
28: 19, 20). J esus also said, "He that be
lieveth and 18 baptized shall be saved, but he 
that believeth not shall be damned" (Mark 
16: 16). This is plain language. In the first 
chapter of Acts we have' the first gospel ser
mon. When the people heard it, they were 
pricked to the heart, and said, "Men and 
brethren, what shall we do?" "Then Peter 
said, Repent and be baptized everyone of 
you ~n the n~me 6fJesus Christ." 

band be dead, she is at liberty to be married 
to whom sbe wlll; only in the Lordu (1 Cor. 
7: 39) . The point I want you to notice is 
that second marriages must be in the Lord. 
, It a husband Is faithful to his wife, and 
refuses to indulge in marital Infidelity, she 
Is bound to him during his lifetime. Your 
husband was not taithful to you. In marry~ 
ing another he committed adultery. Upon 
that basis you are free from him, 88 free as 
if he had died. You are entitled to marry 
again according to Matthew 19: 9, but you 
can only marry in the Lord if you follow 
the teachIng of the Word. 

If you love this man with whom you are 
"keeping company," take h im to church and 
let him hear the gospel. Teach him the way 
of truth. It I can furnish you any m~terial 
concerning the church which may help him 
to understand our position, let me know. 
I'll do anything J can to help convert-hLm. 
It he obeys "from the heart that form of 
doctrine" and becomes a Christian I see no 
reason why the' two 01' you should not marry 
and estabJlsh a Christian home. 

Send in your problems for discussion 

Paul, in giving an account of his conver
sion told how Ananias came to him and 
said, "And now why tarriest thou? Arise, 
and be 'baptized, and wash away thy sins, 
calling on the name of the Lord" (Acts 22: 
16). These and many other passages in Acts 
tell us what the apostles taught -sinners to 
do to obtain salvation. . 

In tbe 21 letters to churches and Indi
vidual Christians, we have Instructions as 

. to the kind of lite that we should live- In 
order to meet with God's approval. These 
letters are written for the instruction of 
Christians. They are not written for alien 
sinners. Sinners are told, what to do in 
AcLs. 

Flnahy. In :&evelaUon we have pictured 
to us something of the future destiny of the 
world. It tells of , the New Jerusalem, that 
glorious home reserved for the faithful, 
and also of the terrible punishment of the 
wicked as expressed in 21: 8, "But the fear-
1'ul, and · unbelieving, and the abominable, 
and murderers, and whoremongers, and sor
cerers, and Idolaters, and all liars shall have 
their part in tbe lake which burneth with 
fire and brimstone, wbich is the ~ond 
death." 

Tbere are but two roads to travel in thIs 
llfe. One leads to Ufe. the other to death. 
There are two destinies. There is no middle 
ground. rt is either life at God's right hand, 
or death and terr ible torment on his lett. 
Jesus said in Matthew 7: 13, 14, "Enter ye 
in at the straJt gate, for wide is the gate 
and broad is the way that leadeth to de
struction and many there be that go In 
thereat. Because strait is the gate and nar
row is the way which leadeth unto Ufe, and 
few there be that , find it.·' 
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THE MIL L EN N I AL QU EST ION 
A great deal ot agitation has been caused 

over the teaching of our Lord on the . first 
portion of chapter 20, of the book of Revela
tion. It appear'a"to be tn order to say some
thing with regard to what 'is evidently set 
forth in that' portion of Holy Scripture. I 
have no "millennial theory" and do not pro
pose to advocate one. However, some of 
those ideas which are given such current 
circulation, arc opposed to theW,ord of God,
aud it Is nece~sary that they be refuted. I 
do not deem it essential tbat I- even- be able 
to -polu't out all that 1s taught in the Rev
elation leUer before I offset false teaching 
that is put out concerning it. 
, The book ot Revelation is essentially a 

book of propbe<:y. It is written in symbolic 
language. A great many WOUld-be interpret
ers -forget that fact and thus would literal
ize everything in the book. The very first 
verse declares it to be "The Revelation of 
Jesus Christ which God gave unto him, to 
shew unto his servants things which must 
SllOltly come to pass; and he sent and 8ig
nified it by his angel unto his servant John." 
The word signtfy would perhaps be better 
understood if it were broken down as fol
lows: si'gn'·I-fy, that Is, ~·to show by signs." 

In chapter 20, John mentions having seen 
an angel come down from heaven, baving 
the key of . the bottomless pit -in his hand. 
The word ··angel" always means "a messeD:' _ 
ger," One must determine from' the ac'Uon 
or context if the messenger is celesti"al , or 
earthly. In thie instance it Is a heavenly 
messenger as stated in the text. "A key" is 
always a symbol of author ity. Tbus the 
messenger mentioned had been given au
thority over the bottomless pit. "A chain" 
isa restraining or restricting-influence. 
Anything that would restrict the- devil in 
his work could, in a symbolic sense, be 
meant in this symbol. 

Verse 2 mentions the mi!sion of the mes· 
senger. He laid hold on the devil, and 
bound him for a thousand years. This 
means simply that the devil was restrained 
for a -thousand years from doing what he 
had previously been free to do. The term 
"thousand years" does not necessarily can· 
vey 'an exact period, but rather could (and 
probably does) mean a period of lengthy 
duration. It 1s 80 used in otber passages of 
scripture. 
Ver.s~ 3 informs us that the devil was cast 

Into , the bottomless pit, where he was shut 
up, an'd a ' seal placed upon him, that he 
should deceive ' the nations no more for the 
thousand years. InCidentally, there is much 
comfo:tt · to one who tries to follow God, in 
knowing that God' and the angels under His 
authority are supertor in power to the devil. 
The devil cannot go bey~nd the point which 
is set by God tn his testing and tempting of 
manki:Q,d. Those who are upon the Lord's 
side are upon the winning side. 

This verse Is very explicit tn that it tells 

us the work which Satan was - restrai~ed 

from dOing. He was to "deceive the nations 
no more" until the time expired, after which 
he would be loosed for a brief period. The 
verse does not say ' that ' Satan would not 
deceive individuaJs as such during this 
period. He would not deceive the nations. 
A review at the former chapters in thebook 
of Revelation wUl show that prior to the 
time here referred to, the devil had deceived 
the natioqs. Through the corruption of ·pa· 
gan Rome at first, he had held his sway over 
the whole world. The church triumphed over 
pagan Rome and the devil then had to ra
ga,in his wQrld dominion by another means. 

He did this by raising up "another beast" 
which was Papal Rome. "He exercised an 
the power ot the first beast before him, and 
caused Pli-e earth and them whidh dwell 
therein to worship tbe ,first beast" (Rev. 
13: 12). So greatly did the devil deceive 
mankind · with this second beast that he 
again gained control over the nations. His 
power 'was so unlversal that · "he caused all, 
.both small u.nd great, ,,rich and poor, free 
and bond, to recch'e "a: mark, in theU: tigbt 
band, or in their foreheads; arid. that no man 
might buy (lr sell. save he that bad the 
mark" (Rev. 13: 16). Spiritual Babylon 
thus made "all nation8 drink of the wine or. 
the wrath ot her fornication." 

Subsequ~ntly, Rome was -to lose her 
power, to a great extent, over the nattons. 
The Reformation period took the Bible, 
which had been " chained to the pulpit, and 
by translating it In the native tongueS_ ot 
the-nations ' of mankind, rel,eased_ them-from 
-the- bonds of superstition and ignorance. I~ 
is not at all speculative to say that when 
the Bible is bound' the devil is loosed; when 
the devil is bound the Bible is loosed. This 
may help us' "somewhat 'to understand the 
period referred to as "the thousand' years" 
and to date, its beginning. It is well to, re
call that at the en~ ot this period Satan was 
once agaih to be Joosed, which would indi
cate that the spread of some great -"ism'~ or 
combination of "isms'~ would onCe -aga~n 

render the Bible less powerful to contra) 
and govern In the world or mankind. "Pa· 
ganism" and j'Catholicism" were once the 
great weapons by which Satan controlled. 
I doubt that he will try again to use them 
in their old forms. His method of attack 
will be mOI'e subtle! 

With the binding ot Satap, John said he 
saw "thrones, and they sat upon them, and 
judgment was given unto them: and I saw 
the souls of them that were beheaded for 
the witness c't Jesus. and for the Word of 
God, and which bad not worshipped the 
beast, neither his image, neither had re· 
ceived his ,mark upon their foreheads, or in 
their hands:' and they lived and reigned 
with Christ a thousand years" (verse 4). 
Upon this lone passage has beeD: -built t1.1e 
fantastic theory advocated by the Russell· 

ites, and otbers. which so contradicts the 
rest ot the Bible, and is known.as · the ·. "pre
millennial theory.", That theory teaches that 
at Christ's coming, ,the ' 'saintsw1l1be res
urrected , bodily, 'and theywUl reign with 
him on earth a thousand years', at· the end 
or which the wicked, dead will be raised, and 
consigned to' eternal dainnation. 

I call attention to the fact that this verse 
absolutely does not teach what the "Pre
millennlallst" says it teaches . .. If 'this verse 
doesn't teach it, then no verse-- or: __ verses_ 'in 
the Bible uphold the Idea, tor this;-,-is- the 
only place where , such lan·guage -ls _ used. 
Notice then, that this verSC,"d()e8 _ not men· 
tion the second coming of the -Lord.", :n-does 
not mention a:- 'bOdily -resurrectlon, _--and -John 
did' not say he ' saw .j!bodies:" --- He_ --said, "I 
saw souls." · ThiS" seems to, t:)e- almost In 
anticipation of the misconstruction some 
would place upon this teaching. Had John 
merely satd, ' "I "saw ,·, them tbat were be
headed for , the witness of Jesus" thespecu
Iators would have ' inferred a bodily resur
rection'. -But J9hn declares, "I s~w the souls 
ot the'IIl.'~ Slnq~ these a'ouls were never in 
;the grave at :all, whatev:e~ ~ohn saw was not 
a resurrection from the grave at anyone. 

This passage does not h1rit · at Christ being 
on earth. Neither ' does it mention a reign 
on earth. Those things have been c::ooked up 
in the imaginations' of false theorists who 
try to make the' Bibfe "s'uit their absurd 
ideas. Read it for yourself. Search It! See 

' if you 'can find any 'at those things in -_ this 
scripture. 

This was ~ot the first till;1e that John had 
seen these souls, It you'U read Revelation 
6': 9; you will find : thos'8 same souls under 
the altarj crying, ":How , 1.0ng,O Lord; holy 
and true" , dest thou ' not . judge and avenge 
our blood on them that dwell· on the earth ?" 
At that time they were cast down iu spirit 
and crying for judgment upon the, ones who 
had slain' them. Then in chapter 20, they are 
'revealed 'upon thrones'; the very opposite of 
theIr previous condition; Yet, there Is ' no 
literal or bodily resurrection · vi -- be 'found 
between chapter 6 an<1 cbapter-: 2Ct;' 
. :: Cou'ld this not rtpresent 'the'- resurrection 
of a cause which had " been- deemetl lost, 
kil1ed and destroyed? Is it · n-~t a tact that 
paganism and CathollCism SO ~rsecuted _ the 
taithtul · that the world· was 'i>(Ullged_ intO' a 
cataclysmic darkness until even- sec_ular _h1s
tory reveals it as "'rb.e Dark Ages?" "Is It 
not also true that, \Y'ltll the restoration of 
the gospel tQ the ma.',s~es" the martyrs who 
had died were vindicated ·In the stand. they 
had taken, and were, in the minds of all, 
glorified for t~e sacrifices they 'had made, 
and justified In the' course they had pUr
sued? Could that glorlfl.cation b~ "represented 
by the thrones, and that, Justillcatlonand 
triumph by the judgment, in the text .which 
declares, Hr saw thfones,',-ahd -:tbeysat. upon ' 
them, and j udgment was given uilto them. U 

- -~ 
.~ 

'. 
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"The rest or the dead lived not again until 
the thousand years Were finished." "This is 
the first resurrection." These two expres
sions are in verse 5, and they deserve com
ment. "The rest or .the dead" must certainly 
refer to all who were not martyred. I UB~ 
that term in its accepted sense, as referring 
to those who are killed because of their 
testimony. Strictly, it means u a witness." 
Not all of the saints are mentioned in verse 
4, but those only who bad suftered death 
tor the Cause of Christ. The remainder did 
not live agai~ in any sense until the close 
or the period. 

Why did John have to say by inspiration, 
"This is the first resilrrectiOn?" Would it 
have been necessary· to tell anyone that it 
was a resurrection,had it -beeh literal? Isn't 
the fact that JohIi had to explain this and 
inform the reader that it was a resurrec· 
tion, proof that they would not have so 
recognized it, had it not _ been thus desig~ 

nated? Isn't it also true that they would 
have recognized it had it been a literal res· 
urrection? The term "resurrection" in this 
instance, then, must have been used to des· 
ignate something that was dU'terent than a 
literal resurrection. H is well to ask at this 
juncture if the taking of the souls of the 
martyrs from under the altar, where they 
cried for vengeance and judgment, and 
placing them upon exalted thrones where 
they were given exaltation, would not right
fully be a, resurrect'10h?Cettal11lythese' who 
had' lived and died for Christ would not 
later be hurt -of the second death. 

We may be asked if the symbol of "resur
rection" is ever used to' designate the rise 
9f a national or any other type of cause 
from oblivion. Indeed it is! Many examples 
could be cited, but the familiar one of Eze· 
kiel 37, is sufficient. The prophet was taken 
out to view a valley of dry bones in a vision. 
He watched until in his vision he was com· . 
manded to .order the winds, to blow and 
breathe upon the slain that they might-live. 
God then said, "Th'esebones 'are the whole 
house of Israel; behold, th'ey say, Our bones 
are dried, and our hop,eis lost" He then 
told Ezekiel, "Prophesy and" say' unto them, 
Thus saith the' Lord God{ Behold, 0 my 
people,' I will open your graves, and cause 
you to come up out -of your graves and 
bring you into the land of Israel." This was 
fulfilled when God brought them back from ~ 
foreign captivity.. He did not open the 
graves 'literally, but he did resurrect their 
lost hope' and restore the nation. 

If we take away the- false idea of two lit· 
eral resurrections, one of the righteous and 
the other of the wicked; with a thousand 
year interval, we've knocked· the props out 
from under the rot-staken doctrine based 
upon the Revelation letter, chapter 20. The 
Bible absolutely does not teach anywhere 
that the righteous· dead will be raised be-
fore .. the ·~icked dead. Instead, it t;eaches 
that all will be raised atthe same time, and 
that at. thesecpnd . cornIng . of Christ. 

In-,John· 5:28, 29, we read -fiMarvel not at 

this: for the hour is coming, in the which 
all that are in· the graves shall hear his 
voice, and shall come forth; they that have 
done good, unto the resurrection of life; 
and they that have done evil unto the resur
rection of damnation." It is sometimes urged 
that this hour may be a long period, and 
again that the righteous may come out at 
one hour, and the wicked at another, and 
still fulfill the requireJl1ent of the verse. But 
Christ's followers will be raised· "the last 
day." He declares, "And this is the Father's 
will which hath sent me, that of all which 
he hath given me I should lose nothing, but 
should raise it up again at the last day" 
(John 6; 39). All of Christ's will be raised 
again at the last day. . Then if anyone is 
raised before the last day, they will not be 
Christ's. So if there should be a resurrec· 
tion prior to the last day, it would be of 
Satan's followers, according to this. 

There wiil be no· day after the last day. 
If there were another day after "the last 
day," then the last day would not be the 
last day at all, but the day after "the last 
day" would be the last day. If there is no 
day following the last day, and the righteous 
are raised on the last day,. then the wicked 
could never be raised later. There would be 
no day for them! 

The righteous are those who are to have 
everlasting Ufe because of bellef in the 
Lord Jesus. "And, this is the will of him 
that sent me, that everyone which seeth the 
Son, and believeth on him, may have ever
lasting life: and I will raise him up at the 
last day." God wills that all who believe 
may have everlasting life. This will be 
granted when the believers are resurrected. 
The' believers are to be resurrected at the 
last day. How can the wicked be raised a 
thousand years after the last day? Does 
someone say they will be raised after the 
terIll· "day" applies? Then answer the fol
lowing. 

Will the wicked stand in judgment be
fore their resurrection or after? Certainly 
the answer is that they will be judged after 
their resurrection. Now listen! "He that 
rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, 
hath one that judgeth him: the word that" I 
have spoken, the same shall judge him in 
the last day" (John 12: 48). The righteous 
dead will be raised at the last day. The 
wicked shall be judged in the last day. 
Therefore, the resurrection of the righteous 
and the judgment of the wicked will occur 
the same day. There can be no period of a 
thousand years interval between these two 
events. 

There. may be some confusion over the 
teaching of 1 Thessalonians 4: 16-17, as to 
the passage "The dead in Christ shall rise 
first." No one who has really investigated 
the context, however. would be foolish 
enough to teach that this means the right· 
eous dead will be raised before the wicked. 
That is not even the subject under consid· 
eration here. The Thessalonians were not 
worried as to whether the good would be 

raised before the· wicked, but they were 
bothered as to whether the living saints 
would be caught up to heaven before the 
dead ones arose, or whether on the other 
hand, those who were alive at the coming 
of Christ would be permitted to remain un~ 
til the dead came forth, so th~t all could be 
caught up, together. There's not a hint of 
any contrast between the righteous and the 
wi~ked. 

Paul said, "We which are alive and re
main unto the coming of the Lord will not 
go ahead of those which are asleep, for the 
Lord himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the arch· 
angel, and the trump of God; and the dead 
in Christ shall rise first, then we which are' 
alive and remain shall be caught up to
gether with them fn the clouds to meet the 
Lord in the air." All of the misunderstand
ing on this verse comes ab'out by wrong 
emphasis or inflection of the voice in read
ing. Too many read it with force placed on 
the words "in Christ." They say "The dead 
in Christ .shall rise first." They should eI!l
phasize the word "dead" for the verse is 
not comparing those in Christ with those 
elsewhere, but rather, -those who are deaa 
with those who are living. Read it this way, 
"The dead in Christ shall rise first." See 
what a difference it makes! 

It is always wise to remember that any 
interpretation of the Bible which- makes one 
passage contradict another is the' wrong in
terpretation. The Word of God Is a har. 
monious whole. It is not contradictory. Man 
may get contradictory- ideas, but they are 
the result of his illogical reasoning and not 
the result of tlie revelation of God. When 
therefore, someone interprets what is said 
in one passage of Revelation so that it con· 
tradicts everything else on that subject, 
something is wrong with his explanation. 

Another vital law of interpretation is 
stated thus: When a passage seems to be 
obscure in meaning, but there are other 
passages on the same subject which are 
plain and obvious in their meaning, those 
passages which are plain explain the ones 
which are obscure. Chapter 20 of Revela
tion is asymboIic chapter. The meaning of 
it is couched in language not literal. Cer
tainly it should not be so taught as to nul. 
lify all of the literal and plain passages 
dealing with the coming of Christ and the 
resurrection of the dead. To follow such a 
course would be to abandon all rules of 
logic and cast yourself adrift on a chartless 
course upon a boundless sea of. speculation: 

Many brethren pass ail that is said aside 
on the theory that it does not pertain to our 
eternal welfare and we should not be con· 
cerned about it. I admit freely that one 
may go to heaven without being able to 
explain all that there is in Revelation. But 
I question whether one can make it without 
at least attempting to refute the false doc~ 

trines which are sown broadcast in the land, 
and which tend to dethrone tlie Savior, 
emasculate His Word, and' destroy truth. 
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Moses artd Christ 
liThe Lord thy God win raise up unto th:ee (l Prop1t-et from the midst of thee,_ 01 

thv bretthren, like unto me; unto him 1Ie 8'haH hearken" (Deut. 18: 15) . 

MOSES 
S~ved in infancy trom king's wrath 

(Exodus 2) 
Providentially preserved In "Egypt 
Voluntarily chose to Butter af'tliction 

(Hebrews 11: 26) 
Refused all worldly honors (Hebrews 

11: 24) 
Mighty In words aDd deeds (Acts 7: " 22) 

Used miracles to make believers (Exo-
dus 4: 30,31) 

Meek ,above all men (Numbers 12: 3) 
Led God's people from bonda ge (Egypt) 
Commanded waters of Red Sea 

Gave the Old Covenant ( 2 Cor. 3: 7) 
race shone on the mount (Ex. 34: 30) 
Faithful servant In God's house (He-

brews 3: 5) 
Gave Israel a memorial supper (Exodus 

12) 

Commanded people to go in haste (Ex
odus .12: 11) 

Ordered brae} to ' go forward (Exodus 
14 :' 16) 

F ed I srael . upon manna 

Gave water from rock (1 Cor. 10: 4) 
Interceded for the people (Numbers 14: 

13·19) 
Offered himself ·as atonement (Exodus 

32: 30) 
G<>d's mediator (G-alatians S: 19) 
God's apostle to Israel 

The Foundation Error 
At the bottom of most of the doctrinal 

errors of modern Protestantism Is the fun-
9.~eDtal one called . ~·Hereditary Total De
pravity." This combined term describes .the 
basic fallacy which teaches that as a result 
o,f the sin of Adam, through in heritance all 
men are cor rupt and depraved, and that in 
a total degree. Therefore, it is reasoned 
there is nothing man can do to save himself 
untU the Spirit of God opera tes upon his 
heart first and regenerates him directly. Ac
cording to the creeds, human nature is so 
corrupted that no one can do anything that 
is good or p1easing to God unUI some tor
eign force comes and takes away the old 
he~rt and imparts a new one. No approach 
can be made to God untll such outside force 
has been applied. The sinner is wholly cor
rupt, tota lly depraved, utterly incapable ot 
doing any good thing. 

But let the Discipline ot the Methodist 
Church set forth that beUef. I give here
with two sections trom the "Articles of 
Rellgton." No.1: "Original sin standeth 

CHRIST 

Saved in infancy from king's wrath 
(Matthew 2) . 

Providentially preserved in Egypt 
Took on himselt torm of a servant 

(Phlllppians 2: 7) 
Refused all worldly bonors (John 6: 

16) 
Mighty in words and deeds (Matthew 

7: 29; John 9: 32) 
Used miracles to make believers (John 

20: 30, 31) 
Meek and lowly in heart (Matt. 11: 29) 
Led God's people from bondage (sin) 
Commanded waters of Galilee (Matthew 

8: 26)' , • 

Gave the new covenant 
Face shone on the mount (M~tt. 17: 2) 
Faithful Son in God's house (Hebrews 

3: 6) 
Gave us a memorial supper (1 Corin

thian. 11: 23) 
Commands not to tarry In sin (He

brewB 3 : 15) 
'Forbids us to look back (Luke 9: 62) 

Gives UB "bread from heaven" (John 
6: 33) 

Provides water of Ute (Rev. 22: 17) 
Intercedes (or UB (Romans 8: 34) 

Gave himself as atonement (Romans· 
6: 11) 

God's mediator (1 Timothy 2: 5) 
God's Apostle to man (Hebrews 3: 1) 

not ·in the following ot Adam, but it is the 
corruption at the nature ot every man, that 
naturally is engendered of the otrsprlng of 
Adam, whereby man is very far from orig
inal righteousness, and ot his own nature 
inclined to evil, and that continually." No. 
8: "The condition ot man atter the fall of 
Adam Is such that he cannot turn. and· pre
pare himself by his own natUral strength 
and wor kB, to faith, and calling upon God; 
wherefore we have no power to do. good 
works, pleasant and acceptable to God, with
out the grace of God by Christ preventing 
us, tha t we may have .8 good will, and work
ing with UB, when we have that good Will ." 

We object to this doctrine which is:·advo
cated by the Baptist, Presbyterian and Meth
odist ChUrches as well aa most others, be
cause we believe It Is posiUvely Inconsistent 
with the teachings ot the Word of the Lord. 
It this doctrine be true, then God, knowing 
man was in sin, devised a plan for his sal
vation which was not adapted to his needs 
in that condition, and had then to change 
man in order to adapt hIm to the plan. It 
tho Blbl. teaches anything It teach .. that 

G"od always gave a plan adapted to the 
wants ot man 8S he exIsts. This funda
mental error teaches that God has to adapt 
man to the gospel, and that the gospel is 
not adapted to man. 

In Maiachl 3: 2, we learn that Christ, the 
Word ot God, is like a refiner's fire, and like 
tuller's soap. Now it a man is wholly cor
rupt and there is no good or inclination to 
good within him, then he is total dross. 
How many ti~es would you have to refine 

. that which was ALL DROSS In order to get 
any gold from It? How many times would 
you have to wash with soap that which was 
TOTAL corruption in order to produce any
thing pure? If it be true that human nature 
Is totally depraved, then any process which 
took all of the depravity away, would leave 
nothing at aU. If it lett an ything good after 
the refining or washing, that good would 
have had to be there. 

There can be no degrees in that which is 
totaJ. Yet we read that "Evil men and se
ducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiv
ing and being deceived" (2 Timothy 3: 13). 
How could a man grow worse it: he was al
r eady as bad as he could become? If he was 
born absolutely corrupt . . he could not go 
b~yo~d that. The doctrine under consider
aUoll makes every baby that Is born as bad 
as the 4evil, for even the devl1 could not be 
any worse than totally depraved, 

But . the worst feature of this whole 
8Chem~ is that it makes God responsible tor 
all who are lost. If those who are . unregen
erate have no power to "turn and prepare 
themselves" and if they must wait for God 
to Impart the Holy Spirit unto them, then 
those who are lost will be lost because God 
dld not impart the Spirlt. They are helpless. 
They can do nothing. They are passive. All 
they can do Is walt for God's pleasure, It 
the doctrine ·under review be true. That 
doctr ine removes the scriptural teaching of 
individual and personal responsibility. How 
can one be held accountable for something 
which he cannot help? W1l1 a man be sent 
to eternal hell because he was powerless to 
aid himself and God retused to atdhim? 

On the day ot Pentecost men asked the 
question, "What shall we do?" They · were 
told to "Repent and be baptized." Peter 
fUrther admonished that they should save 
themselves fro:r:n that untoward generation. 
Men can hear, they can beHeve and they can 
obey, . regardless of the false doctrines 
taught today. 

Religious Counterfeits 
For several years the Treasury Depart

ment of the United Sta tes has been educat
ing the citizenry against counterfeit money·. 
Under the slogan, "Know Your Money," ex
h ibits have been prepared, pictures have 
been shown and lecturers have sounded out 
on the subject. Formerly, m1l1ions of dollars 
were lost annually to those undercover 
agents who unloaded bogus money upon ·the 
gullible and unsuspecting DubUc. It Beems 
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to me that it Is the duty of the church to 
also carryon an educational campaign 
warning the world against being "taken in" 
by the counterfeiting sc!hemes ot the arch
conspirator I Satan. 

For purposes of deception. the devil hu 
counterfeited about everything tbat God has 
altered to mankind for salvation. By 80 do
ing, he has undoubtedly destroyed millione 
ot souls. To be- forewarned is to be tore
armed. The cover should be jerked ott the 
Satanic scbemes and mankind should be 
informed ot the hell·lnspired ettorl to de
ceive and delude. 

God sent his SOD to die tor fallen human
tty. Immediately Satan prepared his "false 
Christa" and a warning bad to be issued to 
go not atte r them (Matthew 24: 24). So 
clever were they in operation, it was pre
dicted that they would deceive the very 
elect. Christ called apostles and sent them 
forth with the message of saving grace. At 
once, the devll got his "talse apostles" Into 

. operation, and the warning went out from 
headquarters, "Such are false apostles, de
ceitful workers, transforming themselves 
into the apostles of Christ. And no marvel; 
for Satan himself Is transformed Into an 
angel 01 light" (2 Cor. 11: 13, 14). 

Miracles were ordained In order to pro~ 

duee talth (John 20: 30, 31). At onCe Satan 
began his manifestations of "power and 
signs and lying wonders·· (2' These. 2: 9). 
"And he doeth great wonders, 80 that be 
maketh nre come down from heaven . on the 
earth In the sight ot men, and decelveth 
them that dwell on the earth by the means 
of those mi racles which he had power to 
do" (Revelation 13: 13,14). 

God selected the cross as the means: of the 
death of His Son, who declared, "I, If I be 
lilted up from the earth --WHl draw all men 
unto me." When the time came, there wer~ 
three crosses on the hill instead of one. 
Satan had two ot his followers crucified at 
the same time. SUll to show tbe power .ot 
Christ in his last hours, and his superiority 
over" the others, one ot the malefactors ac· 
knowledged Jesus, and Satan lost one of his 
tollowers then and there. 

When God used prophets to sound torth 
his words, Satan dupUcated the method. 
"But there arose false prophets also ainong 
the people" (2 Peter 2; 1), Now, when God 
uses teachers to make known his w11l, Satan 
has altered his plan to conform close~y, 

"Even as there shall be false teachers among 
you who prIvlly shall bring In damnable 
doctrines." 

.. 

Jesus died to purchase his church (Acts 
20 : 28), It was his 'purpose to reconcile all 
unto God In one body by the cross (Ephe
sians 2: 16). The devl1 has filled the world 
with churches. Sectarianism Is rife, and to 
many Instances the counterfeits a.re BO near 
the genuine as to be almost beyond power of 
detection. As a result., millions are now say· 
ing, "The chUrch has nothing to do with 
one's salvation, although the Word says, 
"He Is the Savior of the body," MUllons 

more declare, "It doesD't make any differ· 
ence what church one Is in, just as long as 
he thinks that he is all right." Could you 
use that same argument about money? 
Would It make counterfeit money legal 
tender, to declare that It doesn't make any 
difference who makes the money, just as 
long 8.8 the person who has it, thinks it Is 
all right? 

If it Is important to "Know Your Money," 
It is s,t111 more ImPQrtant to "Know the 
Truth." Money might bring you into bond· 
age, but It you know the truth, the truth 
shall make you free. Study the methods ot 
Satan, so you can truthfully say, "lest Satan 
should get an advantage of us, for we are 
not ignorant of his ' devices" (2 Cor. 2: 11) . 

Preaching and Practice 
One of the most scathing denunciations 

which ever tell trom a sacred pen was 
hurled at the Jew, In Romans, chapter 2 . 
To them Paul says, "Thou art confident that 
thou thyself art a guide of the bUnd, a I1ght 
of them which sit In darkness, an Instructor 
of the· fooUsh, a teacher of babes, which 
hast the torm of knowledge and of truth In 
the law. Thou therefore which teachest an
other, teachest thou not thyself?" James 
plainly teUs us that the one who is a teacher 
is under greater eonciemnaUon, tha.t. is, he 
has a p'eater responsibility (James 3: 1). 

It Is easy to preach. It is easy to tell j.,he 
other man what to do. It Is easy to paint 
glowing ptctures by pen and spoken word ot 
tbe tasks that He before U8, and the glory 
of their accomplishment. It Is a totally dif
ferent thing to live what we preach. I r e
alize that I have not alwa.ys 'llved up to the 
responsibility which I have outUned tor oth
ers. I acknowledge that, and I ask the tor
giveness of the brotherhood and my God. 

I know that the 'apostle could say to me, 
"Thou tbat preachest missIon work, dost 
thou do mission work? Thou that advocatest 
personal wo:rk, dos,t thou do personal work? 
Thou that teachest 'churcij.es to -plan their 
programs so that no time Is wasted, dost 
thou pla1) .thy 11fe so that no Ume Is wasted ? 
Thou that p.reaeheet for others to have their 
tammes InsubjecUon, dost thou teach thine 
own -tamlly 'to' be subject to the Lord ?" 
When I tbhik · of what" .the ~rd mIght say 
to me, I .feel contrite, humble and helpless 
before him. 

I . have always . preached mission work. 
Generally, though; ' I have preached to the 
church to get out and do it. I think of the 
few places in which I've really establtshed 
new congregations and sown the seed on 
previously uncleared fields, and somehow, It 
makes me reaUze that most ot my life I 
have been tentng otbers to do what I should 
have been doing myself. I have always had 
a desire to see a congregatton In every 
county seat In my native state. It has ap. 

_ pealed to me that · tbis would give everyone 
a r.easonably good chance to . come In con· 

tact with the gospel. But thus far, I have 
not only been unable. to do that. but there 
are even state capitals where there are no 
churches. And our own state capital bas 
no faithful church contending against aU 
innovationtsm. Of course, we ,have no' mem
bers living ther~ but that 1s not an excuse. 
We should go there and convert men and 
women to the Lord and establlsh a faUhful 
church. 

I have always believed in personal" work. 
I have done a great deal at It, talking to 
hundreds of souls about theIr eternal wel
fare. '1 still do much of it, but not nearly as 
much as I ought to do. It caine to me ra-
cently that on occasions when I am teach· 
ing BIble studies at night, orten I sit and 
chat with the brethren when I shOUld 'be 
out ringing tront doorbells and talking to . 
the unconverted. I find myself booking my 
time for an entire meeting, but almost al· 
ways the dinner engagements are with those 
who are the best workers in the church, and 
who merely want to chat and vistt, or who 
ask me because they teel under a sense of 
obligation to have the preacher over once, 
and thus make the burden easier on Uie 
unfortunate famUy that was "the goat" du~ 
ing the meeting and bad to keep me while 
there. 

I would not be at all aston1.shed· it some 
ot you have not remar1J:ed behind my back, 
"He's always talking about personal work, 
so why doesn't he get out and do a Uttle ot 
tt!" Tha t's all right, and no" doubt yo~ are 
justified In your Q.uestlon, but I wish you'd 
have said that to me personally. It was 
ju·st what I needed. 

I do not know about the rest ot the 
preaching brethren. I expect most ot them 
do a great deal ot mission work, at home 
and abroad. I imagine mOBt of them are 
fairly active in personal work at all timet!!. 
They sbould be, for they preach the same 
things as do I. However, wbether they do 
what tb~y ' say tor others to do, or Dot, 
should not In any sense affect me, I sUll 
must practice what I preach. I'll admit that 
most of the time I thought I was dotn'g 
about all I could do. Sometimes I felt pretty 
good about what was being accomplished, 
but that's a foolish teeling. ,I hope by the 
grace ot God and the · prayers ot my breth· 
ren to accomplish more in the years that 
lie ahead than I bave In the years that are 
past. I do not want to · suffer that "greater 
condemnation." 

111 

PROVEN PROVERBS 
OUT new book ot radio 'se'TmoDa Is· off the 

press. It contains 13 sermons based upon 
familiar p"rQverbs, 'brought down to date and 
applied to everyday problems and Christian 
living. ' The titles are intriguing; the ser
mons practical and helpful. There Is Borne
thing In . this serics tor everyone regardless 
of age. There are sermons to those outside 
the ehurch. and sermons for those wbo are 
membe·ra. 35c each; 3 tor a dollar. 
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MARR IAGE AND DIVORCE 
BY ROBERT H. BRUMBACK 

The Savior said, "From tbe beginning of 
the creation God made them male and fe
male, and said, tor this cause shall a man 
lea.ve bis father and mother and shall cleave 
to bis wife and they twain shall be ODe 

flesh." The blending of two lives into ODe 
tn marriage is ordained of God. God or
dained that marriage should be the happiest 
relatiD_Ii of ute. True, it wi11 bring added 
responsibilities and cares, but it will bring 
alaohappiness and joy. The Bible gives man 
much teaching uPon the subject of marriage. 
Paul said, "'I,'he husband is the head of the 
wife even as Christ is the head of the 

. church" (Ephesians 5: 23). 
Again he said, "So ought men to love 

their wives as thetr own bodies, he - that 
Joveth his wife lovelh himself" (Ephesians 
5: 28). God gives the man the first place in 
the home -and If he wants to know some
tbirtg of the proper relationship between a 
husband and a wife, let him study- the re
lationship that exists between Christ and 
the church. But the man who is not a Chris
tian will not do this. Here Is a reason why 
Christians should marry only Christians. 
Since marriage Is divinely ordained of God, 
He gives us the laws by whIch marriage is 
to " b~ regulated. It -one companion is not 
~mlng to be, g:utded by those, laws discord 
and heartache are sure to follow. May I 
impress u,pon yOur mind, Christian girl, the 
importance of a , right choice here. The 
matter at choosing a companion rests with 
you. You alone make the choice. ,You thus 
ba'ie the opportunity of laying the founda
tion foT a Christian horne. By choosing a 
young _man within the church for yQur com
panion, you provide for the continuance at 
the " religious" llfe that yOll have thus far 
known. You have the assurance that, as he 
has been interested in Christ and the church 
up to this time, so w1l1 he continue to be 
Interested in the fulfillment ' of his duties to 
the Lord. To you, young man, ~ would offer 
the same counsel and advice: You are a 
Christian' by obedience to the wlll of the 

"Lord. Upon you God places the responsibU
";, tty of establis1,lIng a home. In order that the 

home-may endure, let It be estabHshed as a 
Christian home. with a Christian companion 
who can blend. her efforts with yours In 
makIng home all that it should be. 

T,o choose a companion from the world is 
to risk the danger of your ma"rriage being 
wrecked by the indtfl'ereilce of your com
panion for spiritual things. God prohibited 
the marriage of the Israelites with idolators 
and Paul admonished the Corinthians to be 
not unequally yoked together with unbeliev
"ers, showing that there can be no fellow
ship between believers and unbelievers; be
tween righteousness and unrighteousness; 
between _ligbt and darkness; between the 
'believer and the infidel. (See 2 Corinthians 
6: 14·16.) 

Mixed marriages; the marriage of a. Chris
tian girl to a worldly-minded young man, or 
the marriage 01, a Christian young mall' to 
a girl who has "little -use for the Lord's 
church and for religion, do not usually 
turn out well, u,nless theChrfstian is able 
to lead the' other to Christ. It __ a Christian 
is interested In one who -is not a Christian. 
let them first make -the: effort to lead them 
to Christ before discussing m~rriage,for if 
they cannot be Interested in the Lord's will 
and in His church before marrla~, they 
will Dot become Interested' In them after 
marriage. Martlage is Dot an agreement 

. that can be terminated when ODe decides 
that the -other is no long~r the companion " 
they were thought to be. 
~he teaching of God's word shows that " 

marriage is not a temporary arrangement. 
Marriage is a lifetime contract that is -ter· 
minated only by , death_ or the sin of-one of 
the parties to that . contract. Sometimes, 
after the newness and the glamour of mar~ 
riage 'have worn away. one or "the parties 
w1ll say, "We are just not suIted to each 
other, our tastes are 80 different and --our 
disPositions seem aiways to cla.sh."- These 

====ou R·" TRIP 
Final arrangements are being ": mad~ lor 

our trip . to England, Scotland and -Ireland. 
Brethren ob.. the other side of ,the ocean 'are 
whipping the iUnerary into completion, and 
passports with visas have been received. We 
w1JJ lea.ve St. Louts, the Lord willing," on tbe 
morning -of February 18 and will embark on 
the Queen- Ell,zabeth February 20, _to arrive 
in Southampton on February 25. Brethren 
from KenUsh Town, London. will meet . us 
tbere, . and we w11l take the b~at train to 
London, -where we will remain overnight. 
The following day we will board a \rairi for 
Scotland, _as the first meetIngs w1ll be witb 
churches In the Slamannan' District; near 
Edinburgh. 

Elders of the twelve congregations in the 
area, together with -_ othe_r brethren of repu
tation, will gather for an all-day .seBslon" in 
which we are to disc-uss thoroughly.,the po
sition of the chUrches hete , as compared to 
over ther~. We will _remain' there a week, 
after which we will go to Fife, and the same 
program will be carried out. I shall speak 
at some church In the area each nIght and 
conduct special studies on Saturdays. It is 
being arranged that I will conduct an an· 
alytical study of the Word while over there, 
which will 'be attended by many of the 
brethren. 

Arter two weeks In Scotland I wiJl be 
with Bro. Cro~thwatte, oldest of the falth· 
tul preachers, at Ulverston for: a week. I 
will study in detatl the work he doej in 

are thln~s tbat'" should "have been-- searched 
out . .tn the days "at courtship. ~ere, too, is 
the reason hasty marrIages ' "should be 
avoided. Courtship 'days are days in which 
young people ought to properly discuss thefr 
likes and disHkes, they should discuss to
gether _ their family backgrounds, take each 
other Into their confidence and honestly and 
fairly tell each 6theroftheir ,own faults and 
shortcomings , and explajri. "' to each other 
their hopes aDd ' their deSires. Here Is the 
reason tor an engagement of seyeral months' 
duration. This' should be a period in which 
the yourig wom~n~~ould ask herself. "Is 
this the young man with whom I'll want to 
spend the remainder of my life? Is his na
ture and disposition such that I'll never tire 
or his companionship? Do we have a g09d1y . 
number of tbings in commOD? DO' we have 
the same tastes, the same likes and do , we 
find satisfaction in the same things?" Tho 
days of fri endship should be the days in 
which the young man should ask · himself 
the QUestion, "Do I love this girl enough to 
spend_- my Ilfe with her? Do I love her as 
Christ loved the church? Am I willing "to 

, forsake a~.l others mid to cleave · to her' and 
to her alone?" To plunge headlong Into mar
rlag~without glving ~ these things due con
~Ideratlon Is to inVite disaster and ruin. 

ABROAD==== 
preparing you~ger "brethren to sou'~l£ut the. 
Word -and wUl especially discuss the feas
ibility of . the corresponden~e course which 
he carries on to make the study available to 
those in remote' localities. ' 

The'_ half-yearly conference or the churches 
(much .'like" one oC our mass meetings) will 
be conducted th is year in Belfast, Ireland, 
We will be there several days 'In- advance 
and· remain for the two days of the meeting 

. which: I will address on April '5. The final 
month of our labors w111 "be with the 
churches in En'gland, located -at '"Birming
ham, _ Wtgan, London. etc. It Is J:)Ur expecta
tion, -as of present, to retu"rn " to the United 
State~ about the first of -May. During the 
Ilext year we wil1 plan to visit the districts 
over here which have financed the" etrort 'in'" 
Europe- and report fully In pub'-Ic to tq.e " 
congregations what we 10und and what was 
accomplished. It Is not to be expected that 
we can visit each contributing, congregation, 
but it is our plan to visit each locality, and' 
perhaps by conducting all-day meetings 
we'll be '- able to reaCh most of those inter
ested. Present plaJ;ls call tor making - a 
recording of a service -over th!!re and bring· 
ing it back so that brethren over here will 
be able to bear the actual voices of Qu'r 
bfethren over on the other side. Too, we 
expect to make pictures 01 many of the 
places -and individuals. 

The c~st of the trip w1ll obviously be 
great, it one consJders it only, on a monetary 

,"'" --" 
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basis. But the good to be aehleved wlIl,we: 
· beHeve. offset all the hundreds of doJ]ars 

required to finance the journey 'otprea-ching 
and teachlng of the Word ' of the !.ord. It 
Is our fervent bope that we can .Arrange a 
reciprocal visit from sonie of the br~thren 
over there and that all of you who desire 
may have the prlvHege some day of bearing 
some of them expound the way of Ute. The 
elders of the cburcb at Hartford, Illinois, 
have agreed to receive ,and disburse the 
funds for .tbts journey. They bave appointed 
BerdeJi McCann. Hartford. Illinois, to re
ceive your contribUtion. At the close of the , 
trip an itemized expense sheet will be ful'
nished you who contribute, so that you may 
know exactly what disposition was made of 
all funds. This wlll be sent to the churches 
privately. There wlll be no publ1caUon in 
the MISSOURI MISSION MESSENGER, since Its 
columns Will be devoted to an account ot the 
journey. Churches which desire to ,sponsor 
mission work, Bible studies, and preaching 
during 1947, will find that It they contribute 
several hundred dollars to this work, it -will 
be used in a concentrated effort to reach 
other porUons of the world. Efficiency and 
orderliness suggest that you send at once. 

The trip itself wlll not depend altogether 
upon funds sent in, else with the lack ot. 
interest so commonly manifest toward such 
matters. Jt would be a. failure. The church 
at LillIan ·Avenue has posted a drawing ac
count of $2,500 to enable U8 that we shall be 
assured · of sufficient to .handle aU matters 
arising in emergency. This wm be paid 
back to them out ,of the contributions from 
participating churches. 

Of Interest to All 
If any of our young people or others de

sire to establish correspondence wi th others 
of the chUrches in Europe, we will be glad 
to assign their names to someone over there. 
We beIleve that there Is no way by which 
brethren can be brought into closer fenow
ship than by establishing contacts with each 
other throughout the world. To that end we 
request that If you'd like to have your name 
and address handed to someone- over there 
to exchange mutual views about the church, 
you send necessary Information to us ·lm-
mediately. ' - , 

We are taking with us a long Hst of sub
scriptions to the Scripture St<mdard, the 
small monthly paper published by our breth
ren across the waters. If you'd like to be 
placed on the mail1ng list tor it, be sure 
and send your name and address, accom
panied by 60c to pay for a year's ·subscrip
tion. and we'll see that it is sent to you. 
Let us urge that you do tbis at-once. 

If you have friends or relatives in' ·either 
of the countries we shall visit, · we'll gladly 

· r eceive theIr names and addresses, and, it 
possible, we will contact them'brlet1y."Be 
Bure to turnish us with complete infor
mation. 

Brethren · over there .have written · tbelr 
· wishes aa to '-what 'we migb(furnieh' them- to 

\ .... -

do the 'most good. Among their requests are 
those for radio sermon books. I have none 
of ·the back copies left, having given those 
away whIch were not sold. If you have extra 
copies among the members of the congrega
tion and desJre to contribute them to others 
who are eager to read the same, please mall 
them to my foreign matllng address given 
below. DO NOT SEND THEM TO MY 
HOME ADDRESS, as we wUl already have 
more . than we can take of other blaterial8 
and cannot take the 'Elxtra books. Send them 
to me only _. at my matung address in Blr· 
mingham, _England. 

We have kept close contact with the Brit· 
ish consul over here, and he intorms us 
that the food situation is grave. OUr own 
brethren, upon QuestionJng, tell us that it is 
worse than during the war. Especially short 
are such items 8S fats, sweets, frutts, soaps, 
etc. We have already started sending oyer a 
stockpile at food to augment the supply in 
the places where we will stay. You can 
mall a package ot not over 22 pounds to 
England and can only send one per person 
or firm per week. We have assigned to va· 
rious congregations a district over there. 
and each of them will send three 22-pound 
·packages; . one each week tor 3 consecutive 
weeks, to each of these areas. That is, the 
church at Manchester Avenue is furnishing 
the tood io Lancashire. Scotland; the church 
at And~rson, Indiana, the food at Beltast 
Ireland; the church at Hartford, Ill., that 
at Birmingham. Those who would llke to 
pack boxes to send to other plaCe! should 
get in touch w.tth us immediately at our 
home address, · and we wlIl assign you a 
locality. ThIs bas been suggested by the 
consul and the brethren over there to keep 
from getUng a ,great many packages at one 
place and leaving a pUe to be re-~hipped 

over there. 
We are asking each congregation desiring 

to do so to give us a letter signed by the 
elders or leaders and addressed to the breth· 
ren ot the churches in the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain. This letter should contain 
greetings; to those brethren and also express 
your {>Osition on . matters of the colleges, 
pastor systems, etc., if you prefer. 

_ Addretllinc Our Mail 
We will receive mati in 8t. Lou1s only 

until the afternoon of February 17. Mail 
arriving after that date will not be for· 
warded to us an.d w111 remain stacked until 
our arrival back in the United States the 
first of May. It will then be processed but 
will not be answered, except In very unusual 
cases. 

Thus, if you desire for us to receive mall 
on the', ship, you canaddres8 it as follows: 

. "Mr. ·W. ' Carl Ketcherside, Tourist Class 
PasSenger, Room D-260, Sailing R. M. S. 
Queen .-ElIzabeth. -February - 20, 19.47, New 
York, N. ·Yo" All ot that must be on the 
envelope;' so · check it -earetully betore post· 
ing; -All 'such mail arriving in New York, by 
·February 20,wlll :be received on tlie ship_ 

In addItion to the above. print prominently 
in the top lett hand corner, "PASSENGERS' 
MAIL." 

We have established a foreign maillng 
address to which all mall may be sent and 
from which it will be re-maUed to us wher
ever we may be on any given date. This 
will be handled by one of the elders of the 
congregation In Birmingham, an.d we will 
receive mail through .his address all ot the 
time we are over there. We suggest that any 
urgent matters be taken care of by air mall. 
The cost is 15c per halt ounce, and by using 
thin paper a great deal of material can be 
included at that cost. Be sure that it Is 
properly stamped air tl).all, or, better yet, 
use an air mati envelope. Regular mail will 
cost you 5c per ounce. Books to be distrib
uted among those brethren may also be 
sent to our foreign mailing address. Here 
It is : W. Carl Ketcherside, c/ o F. C. Day, 
69 B Stamford Road, Handsworth, Birming
ham 20, England_ 

The Opposition 
In the iast letter received from abroad our 

correspondent says, "Brother John Allan 
Hudson has written to say he 18 flying over 
here-to be in Britain before you arrive. I 
thought I ought to tell you this, 80 that you 
shfluld be prepared. Yesterday I learned that 
he had decided to come to Britain (supported 
by churches in the U. S.) for twelve months. 
This was to be from April onwards, but at>
parently on hearing of your proposed visit, 
he decided to come earlier. You may d~aw 
your own conclusions from this. But I do 
want you to know that It will in no way 
interfere with your visit, or upset the ar
rangements I have in hand. There is much· 
I want to discuss with ,you regarding Bro. 
Hudson's visit. and we shall be able to talk 
it over thoroughly while you are here." 

It appears from this communication that 
we shall have to contend for the ancient 
simpliCity of tbe truth as opposed to the 
one-man ministerial system, Bible Colleges, 
parochial schools •. etc., as fqstered by those 
who are supporUng Hudson. He was tor
merly minister ot Southwest Church in Los 
Angeles, where he assisted the George Pep
perdtne Foundation, and has more recently 
been minister of the 39th and Flora Church , 
Kansas City. He has formerly worked In 
Great · Britain, AustraUa, and New Zealand. 
We sball contend earnestly for the faith 
against any attempts t o saddJe unscriptural 
practices upon brethren In any portion of 
·the world. 

In view of the Importance of this work, 
we ask those who destre to have fellowship 
in it not -to · delay. Let us cease to be con
demned" for producing " too little, too late" 
and let us ror 'once get busy and freely give 
to aid tn the perpetuation ot th·e Lord~B sy·s
tern of worshIp throughout -the worid. We ~· 
shall, the Lord willing, begin pUbltcation' in 
the June Issue of this paper, ·of the facta 
and incIdents connected with our trip. · I~ 
-the meantime, we again-BoUcit theprayera 
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and interest of all who love the Lord and 
who have set to their seal that He Is true. 
May His protecting care be over us, and 
may we not cease to stand for that faith 
which was once delivered to the saints. We 

take this opportunity of thanking all who 
have written letters of encouragement and 
good wishes. May the .Lord bless you and 
keep you. make His face to smile upon you, 
and gi VB you peace. 

FREED - HARDEMAN DEBATE 
On' January 7 it was my privilege to meet 

again in public discussion Dr. Grover C. 
Brewer, of Memphis, Tennessee. The debate 
was held at the annual lectureship of Freed
Hardeman College in Henderson, Tennessee. 
On the day before I journeyed to Jackson, 
where I was Joined later at the New South
ern Hotel by Brethren Melvin Burton, St. 
Louis; Richard Kerr, Brookport, Ill.; and 
Berdell McCann, Hartford, Ill. After a good 
night of sleep we went by bus next morning 
to the school at Henderson. As we alighted 
we met Dr. Brewer and wife, who had also 
just arrived by car. 

We were given a hospitable welcome by 
N. B. Hardeman, president o( the school, and 
met various members of the faculty, as well 
as numerous preachers who were present for 
the lectureship. We had luncheon at a down-. 
town cafe in this little town of about 2.500 
population. G. K. Wallace was on the pro
graIij. for a lecture on the church at 1 p. m. 
We attended and heard hts discussion of the 
topic from the standpoint of the prophecies 
regarding the church and their fulfillment. 

Promptly at 2 o'clock the preSident ar
ranged for the disputants to take the plat· 
form in the aUditorium. Dr. Brewer had as 
his timekeeper. W. L. Totty. Indianapolis. 
Indiana. and Fred Killebrew, of Senath, 
Missouri, served in a like capacity for me. 
There was no chairman and no moderators, 
each speaker being upon his honor as to 
gentlemanly conduct of the debate. This 
was very etrective, as not a single incident 
occurred to mar the dispute. It was one of 
the most wholesome and cleanest discussions 
it has ever been my privilege to attend, and 
this was the opinion of everyone who at
tended and with whom we ..had contact. 
Scores of people said that it restored their 
faith in the validity of debates, a faith 
which had been shaken in the past by dis
courteous acts in other discussions in the 
south. 

Dr. Brewer was in the affirmat.tve at both 
sessions. using the same proposition as he 
did in Saint Louis. His presentation was 
excellent and I venture to say that he is 
unexcelled as an orator in the south. He 
far exceeds any of his co-laborers whom I 
have heard. Many who were at the college 
told us he was without apeer in the realm 
of logic and debating. I informed him that 
I would not only admit but at:Hrm that the 
apostles establishe.d a school for teaching 
the Bible in every city where they labored, 
and that Jesus Christ was the president: the 
apostles and evangelists the recruiting 

agents and field men to secure students for 
the institution-; the elders and others under 
them constituted the faculty, and the text
book was God's Word. I told him that these 
schools were the Churches of Christ brought 
into existence by God's eternal purpose to 
make known the manifold wisdom of God. 
I challenged him to find where any of the 
apostles ever established any -other institu
tion to do this work, and the, debate closed 
without his having located it. 

I shall permi~ others to tell 'of the argu
ments used and the methods -of refutation. 
At the night session there were approxi~ 

mately 850 or 900 persons present. The audi
torium was crowded completely out, and the 
halls and principal classrooms below, were 
filled with eager listeners who received the 
speeches over the public address system. In 
between sessions we met scores of preachers 
and preacher students. The amazing thing 
to us was the fact that many stated they had 
never heard of the issue, but that the argu
ments used would now demand a complete 
re-examination of their position to see if 
they' were in the faith. They said it was the 
first time they had ever been caned digres
sive and sectarian, and had always thought 
only of 'others ln that category. Many ex
pressed themselves as being anxious to at· 
tend one of our Bible studies and watch the 
church at work without another institution 
receiving the glory. The reaction was so 
swift, so great and so amazing, that it was 
really a thrill to talk to those eager men. 

The school itself was somewhat disap
pointing as was the town .. The classes ra: 
cite in an oldbutlding, which appears more 
or less unsanitary, and the rest room facm
ties for men are very inadequate in the 
administration - building. There. are new 
dormitories. and a new cafeteria and gym
nasium. 

It was a distinct privtlege to meet many 
men of whom we had heard in the years 
gone by. among them E; W. McMillan: of 
Union Avenue Church, Memphis; L. L. Brig
ance. Dean of Bible, Freed-Hardeman Col
lege; G. K. Wallace, Wichita, Kansas; Gus 
Nichol; James D. Bales, Bible Instructor at 
Harding College, Searcy, Arkansas. et. al. 
One is moved with pity to see so many who 
ought to, and probably do, know better, giv
ing their time and talents to the building up 
of human organizations to do the work 
which God has ordained for the divine insti· 
tution to accomplish. It is as if in their 
puny attempts to gain prestige and power .. 
they wouIn ~uppI8Ilt theIr human wisdom 

and finite _ plans tor the infinite -purpose of 
God from eternity. 

Our' next meeting -in discussion will be in 
the auditorium of the school at Searcy, 
Arkansas, where George S. Benson is presi
dent. After the debate at Harding we will 
move over to Abilene, I pre~ume, for a like 
discussion at Abilene Christian College. It 
is most powerful of all the schools and is 
.largest in enrollment and financial endow
ments. The student body numbers upwards 
of 1400, I believe, and thus with all of the 
preachers who will be present for the lec
tureship we will be assured of a huge audi
ence to hear both sides of the issue set 
before them. 

The debates at these two schools will not 
be held until after my return from Europe, 
but we will attempt to culminate plans as 
soon as possible so that we may give suffl
clent advance notice ot the dates of the dis
cussions, that all who desire may go. It is 
also planned that other debates will be held 
in major cities of both the north and south, 
especially in stronger cities in the respective 
positions. This wlll make it possible for 
thousands to attend who otherwise could 
not do so, and they will thus have the priv
ilege of examining the merits of each side 

-and forming a constructive and scriptural 
judgment on the issues. 

I sincerely and earnestly request the 
prayers of all of the faithful that I may 
contend for the faith and my 'convictions. 
honestly and candidly. and that I may 
humbly defend the truth as it is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 

/I Are You an 
I N-and-OUT -er 1" 

By Hershel Otlwell 
A few days ago· I read the above question 

in an advertisement of a certain garment 
for winter wear. The ad displayed two pic
tures: one with a man sitting at a desk in 
an offlce, busy with his work; the other of 
the same man lying in bed sick with a cold. 
Beneath the first picture was the statement, 
"In at your work this week." Underneath 
the other picture read. "OUT with a cold 
next week." The thought was, wear this 
garment during the winter months, and it 
will keep you free of colds, and help to 
keev you on the job each day. 

I thought, as r read this ad, that the 
question could be asked from a spiritual 
sense as well. A person who is an IN-and· . 
OUT-er, cannot be depended upon, not even 
in spiritual things. Members who are not 
grounded in the love of God's Truth, very 
often work in the vineyard untn something 
comes along that doesn't suit their notion, 
then they "kick over the traces" and layout 
of services until they get over their petty 
notions. Then they come dragging back to 
services. and betore long one couldn't tell 
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but what they bad always occupied the 
driver's seat. • 

I bave beard of congregations discontinu
ing services durhilg the winter only to come 
out ot hibernation the next spring in time 
to wear their new clothing (purchased with 
the Lord's money) to services on "Easter 
Sunday." I bave known people who couldn't 
come to services regularly during the winter 
months because ot cold weather and slick 
roads. Yet. those same people could go to 
town on Saturday night and window-shop 
tor bours, and the next week drive to work 
each day under the same weather condlUons. 

People generally do-what they want to do. 
Two Questions that every member or the 
body ot Christ should ask are these: "It all 
or the members were just l1ke me, what kind 
ot a church would thIs church be?" and, 
"Can the Lord depend on me?" It all were 
iike some members, they would be OUT as 
much as IN, and In many instances couldn't 
be depended upon. 

Brethren, the only IN ' and OUT that we 
should ever consider, is the one spoken of 
by the apostle Paul when writing to the 
young evangelist, Timothy, "Be Instant (can· 
sistent) IN season, OUT of season" (2 TIm. 
4: 1) . Be on the job at aU Urnes! We are 
laborers together with God (1 Cor. 3: 9). 
Can the church and the Lord depend on 
YOU? Our lite Is short, so let us labor to 
enter Into that eternal rest. Are you an 
IN·and·Out-er? 

What Doth It Profit? 
By Bernell Weems 

I have otten pondered over a statement 
made by a noted English sculptor. Hls' tame 
had spread over the British Isles for his 
stirring epitaphs. Finally, one day, realizing 
he was traveUng over the western slope ot 
life, he decided to engrave his own tomb· 
stone, and this is the epitaph he carved on 
It : "The tact I was a sculptor whOe I lived 
meant much to me then, but the .fact I was 
a ChrIstian while I lived means everything 
to me now." Read that again! Think on it! 

Today. multitudes In their mad rush for 
this world's matertal wealth have torgotten 
their creator and disregarded their Boul sal· 
vation. Listen! Your earthly vocation may 
mean much to you now, but what about that 
time when the marble marker shall be 
raised above that cold, liteless body of 
yours? 'When the tiny mound of earth shall 
be carefully shaped above your head, and 
those loving hands that so faithfully admin
Istered to your needs in sickness and health, 
now place the beautiful wreaths ot flowers 
above your lifeless eyes that no longer see? 
WHAT ABOUT THEN ? 

In behalf of your soul welfare we plead 
that you be serious for a moment and medi· 
tate on what will mean everything to you 
when the rainbow of your Ute has vanished 
Into taded loveliness. and the silent ' angel 
of death ushers you Into an unseen world. 

',..-

This world is not our:; home, we're only 
passing through! Heaven Is "our" home. 
Those who brave the storms ot Ute and 
anchor their hopes to the "Haven of Rest" 
shall find the harbor abundantly blessed 
with peace, sweet peace. And those loved 
ones that here pass before us llke visions, 
shall remain in our presence forever. Let us 
make that landing sure by putting the ·Chris· 
tian me FIRST, LAST, and ALWAYS. 

DENVER BUILDING FUND 
The following contributions were received 

by the church at Denver, COlorado, up to 
January 6, 1947, according to Bert Lawton, 
1086 Xinca Court. Denver 4. Colorado. These 
sums were sent to help remodel 'and make 
available for use a recently purchased bulld· 
Ing. ' 
Fred D. Weed, Bethel, Conn. _ .............. $100.00 
St. Louis (Man~hester Ave. Church) 100.00 
Kansas City (26 Spruce Church) .... 100.00 
Carrollton, Mo. ...................................... 60.00 
Stull, Kansas .......................................... 50.00 
Bloomington. Ind. .................................. 50.00 
Des Maines, Iowa .................................. 50.00 
Nevada, Mo. ............................................ 50.00 
Kansas City (59 KenWOOd Church) .. 50.00 
Pomona. Calif. ........................................ 36.00 
Red Cloud, . Nebraska ............................ 25.00 
Gallatin, Mo. .......................................... 26.00 
Springfield, Mo ............................ :.......... 26.00 
Colorado Springs, Colo ..... _ ..... _........... 20.00 
Dentonla, Kansas .................................. 16.00 
Topeka, Kansas ............... _..................... 16.00 
Independence, Mo. ................................ 6.00 
Bethany, Mo. .......................................... 6.00 

Total .................................................... $781.00 
Each contribution has been acknowledged 

as received but again we thank aU tor their 
fellowship in the Lord's work.-Bert Lawton. 

SAINT LOmS STUDENTS 
Students at the St. Louis Study, from out 

of tli~ city, at close of the third week, in
cluded : Mi8S0Uri: M~ta Whanger, Mexico; 
Hubert James, Almartha ; Ltll1an Cochran, 
Summersville; J . H. Mabery, Bonpe Terre; 
Clinton Klein, Belle; Carl Foster, Auxvasse; 
F. R. Bailey, Anna Bailey, Nona Batley, 
Gerald Batley, Ch11licotbe; Dorlene Wilmot, 
Gallatin; B11l Stone, Neosho. Colorado : Lois 
Carlock, La Junta; Mary Lessy, Deertral1. 
South Dakota: O. K. Seamon, Mitchell. Cal· 
ifornia: Evelyn Hasty, Lots Hasty, Oakland. 
Illinois: Richard Kerr, Brookport; Richard 
Riggins, Charleston; Charles Fleener, Ham· 
mond; Nelson ElUs, Hershel OttweU, La· 
vern Wheeler, Elsie Tindall, Hartford. 
Iowa: Ivan Dennis, Mount Ayr. Indiana: 
Bob Duncan, Edward Uland, Bloomington; 
Mary E. Adamson, Middletown. There are 
about 17 attending trom SaInt Louis, mak· 
tng the dally average approximately 46 stu
dents. The book of First Timothy was 
scheduled to be studied during the final halt 
at the study, the teaching to be done 
analytically. 

/oltn Dean Powell 

After praying for several years that they 
might find a baby to adopt, Harry and 
Gaenel Powell, were made happy last No
vember 7, when an agency contacted them 

. and told them that they had a baby boy who 
could be placed wi th them. The overjoyed 
taster parents looked in a Bible Dictionary, 
and saw that the name "John" meant "gitt 
of God." Thus the lucky youngster was 
given that name by the lucky couple. Now 
the parents ask all of us to pray for them 
that they might bring John Dean up In the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord. Here 
Is one of God's orphan homes at work. 

HOME BIBLE STUDIES 
The home Bible studies, sponsored by the 

churches in Saint Louis, continue to attract 
favorable comment from those who are not 
members of the One Body. One ot these has 
outgrown local homes and has been trans
ferred to the Southside Y. M. C. A., where 
W. Carl Ketcherside will teach on alternate 
Thursday nights untU departing for Europe, 
atter which Delwyn Thompson wUl take 
over. The attendance was 48 on January 16, 
with 13 non·members in the group. Law· 
rence Thompson is also teaChing a class on 
the same night at Clinton Peabody Housing 
Project, and Melvin BUrton began a similar 
study on January 23. The Webster Groves 
church sponsored such a reading, taught by 
Vern Atwell and Virgil Stevens in South 
Saint Louis, and Richard Kerr was sched· 
uled tor a home study session in Lemay, 
St. Louts County, one night. Many are b& 
Ing contacted who had never heard at the 
chUrch betore, This work will be extended. 
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.'THIS and 'THA'Tfrom ,HERE 
:- :. 

Dealhs 
"Aunt Allie" Hawbaker, Macon, Illlnois. 

Funeral services conducted at SuIHvan, IlL. 
by W. Carl Ketcherside. 

Addle Fox, Nlx8, Missouri. Funeral ser
vices at NixA. by Henry Boren. 

Minerva McCann. Nebo, Ill. Funeral ser
vices at Nebo, by W. Carl Ketcherside. 

E. O. Huffman, Bend, Oregon. Killed on 
January 13, when the trailer -of a large log· 
ging truck rammed into his dweJling. 

Marla., Jean and Nada Sue, Intant daugh~ 
ters of Kenneth and Bonnie Morgan, Oak
land, California. 

-----~ .. ~ 
Church Address". 

The church at Reedley. CalJtomla. Invites 
you to worship with them. It driving on 
Highway 99, leave it at Selma, tollow ·road 
signs east and north, 10 mlJes to Reedley, 
where the chUrch meets at 1230 Eleventh St. 

ir you plan to visit Yellowstone National. 
Park this year, you are invited to worship 
with the congregation at Powell, Wyoming. 
Two added 3t that place recently. 

The church at Anderson, Indiana, extends 
you a cordial Invitation to worship with 
them at 21st and Madison Avenue. 

Books 
Orders for the Bible Commentary, by E. 

M. Zerr, should be Bent to this office imme
diately, in order to secure your book as 
80!Jn as it is ott the press. 

The book of radio sermons, "Proven 
Proverbs," is something dltterent. Why not 
order .three ot them at once? The cost is 
$1 for three. 

Place your advance order for a copy of 
the "Ketcherside-Brewer Debate." Send no 
money. You'll be billed witb the receipt of 
the book. For all ot your book needs -write 
MISSOURI MISSION MESSENGER. 

Special Siudies 
Robert Brumback, Kansas City. is having 

excellent attendance in night studies witb 
the 26th and Spruce Church. 

The winter session of the Saint Louis 
Bible Study wlll close at noon, on Feb. 7. 

Elsie Carpenter (Anderson. Ind.) con· 
ducts a teacher training class tor sisters in 
the congregation. on alternate Thursdays. 

Richard Kerr will conduct a protracted 
Bible Study during the summer at Brook. 
port, Illinois. Write him there for details. 

Bernell Weems has been conducting a 
home Bible Study at Stratford, Conn., with 
excellent success. 

WllUam Hensley has outlined an aggres
slvestudy plan at Topeka, Kansas; ealcu~ 

lated to supply all deficiencies In that con
gregation. 

R. O. Webb announces good Bible Study 
at Lovell, Oklaboma, which was preceded 
by one he condUcted at Almartha, Mo. 

Additions 
There' were 10 added in Saint Louis 

churches ~urlng the two weeks from De
cember 29 to January 12: 4 at Webster 
Groves, 3 at Lillian Avenue, and 3 at Man
cbester Avenue churches. 

HaroId" lIaYB reports 4 added at Rich
mond, Mo., December 29; and 2 immersed 
at ~ent Chapel (Blo,ckton, Iowa) recently 

c 
In his meetings. 

Kenneth Morgan. reports five added .at 
Oakland, Calif'ornta, in recent weeks, and 
prospects looking bright tor the church. 

Invitations 
The c~p.rch at Bonne Terre; Missouri, In

vites all who plan vacations to include at· 
tendance ·at their . annual aHoday meeting to 
be held this year on June 8. For Informa
UQn addr~ss J. H. }Iabery, 45 Benham St. 

Gallatin; Missouri, congregation would 
l1ke to have '"those who visit north Missouri 
to worship with them, third block ~outh ot 
the . square, on Highway 13. You're guaran
teed a h.earty welcome. 

Announcement 
There wlll be no further publication of 

the MISSOURI MISSION MES SENGER untll June, 
at which time we will begin publication ot 
the events connected with our trip to Great 
Britain. The paper has been made four 
times as large this· issue in order to aecom~ 

modate the editions for February,. Marcb, 
April and May. Would- it not be a wonder
tui thing to ~ave a paper this size every 
month? That drea~ will have to wait a 
long time before it is realized. In any event, 
we trust you'll enjoy this special issue and 
that you'll be edified by readIng it. Watch 
for the June issue! New subscriptions sent 
in during the interim will all sta.rt.with the 
June number. Why not send a list of names 
at a dolla~ each, so that a great many oth
ers can sbare with you in this interesting 
reading? 

Pr";'cher Plan. 
E. M. Zerr will return to New CasLle, 

Indiana, and continue full-time 'work on tbe 
second volUme of his Bible Commentary, af
ter cloie ' of his present Des 'M:oines (Iowa) 
protracted study. 

Richard Kerr· is :to-do a great de·at o·f mis
sion work this year: in · the southern part of 
lllinol., 

• 
and 'THE.RE 

J. Ed Uland wlll move BOon to -Concordia, 
Kansas, to evangelize -in . southern Nebraska 
and northern Kansas. 

Bernell Weems and Bob Duncan will Is,. 
bor together in California during the next 
seve.raI months. 

Hershel Ottwell will engage In mission · 
work -in Madison County, Illinois, and di
rect the St. Louis radio broadcast untn 
June 1. 

J. H. Mabery, lately retired from his po
sition as electrical chiet ot Saint Joseph 
Lead Co. (Bonne Terre, Mo.) plans home 
BIble study work in the Lead BeU area. 

Kenneth Morgan is laying plans tor more 
extensive Bible teaching In , his section of' 
California. 

Our Regret 
We regret that we do not havebetore us 

at this early ~ate a final tabulation of 
amounts received at Compton, Calit., . on ' the 
building fund. Due t~ addresses of for~fgn 
work being desired, It was telt that we must 

. put the paper· out early. We"ll try to pub
lish the Compton report in June. 

Our Thanks 
We want to express our sincere thanks to - _ . ..,. 

an who have written _in and 'oITered to aid 
tn any waY .. in the triv we are makIng to 
teach and preach across the Atlantic. Espe
cially do I wish to thank those churches 
which are sending in substantial contribU
tions to further this ettort, and the individ
uals who are assisting in eo many ways. 
Letters ba.ve come in trom all over this 
great brother'hood to encourage, cheer and 
stimulate us in the service of the ~aster. 
What a bleSSing it is to be a member.:,:Dt the 
Church ot Christ. How grand a privU~ge to 
)'Cjoice in the brotherhood of the saints. ' I 
crave no greater honor, no larger reward on 
earth, no higher encomium than to be just 
your brother In the Lord. Thanks, br~thren. 
to all ot you. God bless you and keep you. 
I trust that I may always so Uve and can· 
duct my lite that I shall merit and contitlue 
to receive your confidence a~ I earnestly 
strive to labor for Him who died for us all, 

Radio Minislry 
The Saint Louis churches on J_ftnuary 26, 

concluded 169 consecutlve weeks ot broad
casting. All ot the . sermone tor these broad
casts were prepared by W. Carl Ketcherside. 
He wlll break his continuity with the 1718t 
sermon, atter which the broadcasts wUJ be 
directed by Hershel Ottwell tor -almost three 
months. The rated lJBtentng audience tor 
each. airing of the program 18 about 8,000 
persons. 


