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WORKS THAT SAVE 
By WILLIAM J. HENSLEY 

"Not of works, lest any man should boast" 
(Ephesians 2: 9). You ask why we select 
this scr ipture when proving that wOrks 
of obedience are essential. The advocate 
of "faith alone" terms it a stronghold of 
proof, yet th is passage when properly. ex
plained, teaches the need ot obedience. 

when one turns from the way of sin to 
travel the way of God there is action and 
movement. Thus repentance Is as much 
of works as is baptism. Both repentance 
and baptism are of faith, tor they are com· 
manded of God, to be obeyed by man. 
Scriptures teaching repentance all imply 
a work of obedience (Acts 2: 38; 3: 19; 
1:'1: 30) . Upon the sa.IAe basis must one con
sider baptism. When God gives 8 command, 
man, to please God, must obey, that is, per

. form a work or obedience in full faitb. 
Tbe "altar" or old-time "mourner's bench" 

s.G,_ 

NUMBER 10 

generally accepted in one form or another, 
by the "non-works" group, actually is of 
works. It is true that we find no scripture, 
given by any apostle or other inspired man, 
which would app:rove the "altar," yet it 
scriptural warrant were found, it would 
only tend to estabUsh the doctrine of 
works. 

Denominationalism, which excludes the 
works of obedience trom faith, has some-
thing which is dead with no chance for a 
resurrection. Perhaps we should say, as of 

. the banana, "they · have taken the skin ott 
and· ignored the pulp." Dear reader, The 
Bible says, "Ye see then how that by 
works a man is justified. and not by faith 
ooZy" (James 2: 24). 

Verse g of this same chapter gives God's 
fo rmula ot salvation. "For by Grace are 
ye saved Through Faith, and that not of 
yourselves: is Is tbe gift of God." Paul 
does not teacb a doctrine ot no works, tor 
the word' "Faith" indicates works of abedl· 
cnce, as we find in James 2: 26, "FaIth 
without works is dead," Thayer defines 
"faith" thus: "A conviction full ot joyful 
trust, ,that J esus is the Messiah, the di
vinely appointed autbor of eternal salvation 
in the Kingdom of God, conjoined 'With 
oboo.ience t o Christ". (works). "Not ot 
youtselves: . it is the gift of God: not of 
workS, lest any man should boast," teaches 
that the plan ot salvation is the work at 
God, not the work ot man. It it was the 
work of man, he would have. whereot to 
boast, but since it Is THE WORK OF GOD. 
man has no place to boast. 

THWARTING GOD'S PURPOSE 

Upon clearing away the false interpre
tation, we may see quite clearly how to 
harmonize all scriptures indicatlng directly 
or indirectly, the works of obedience which 
produce salvation for mankind. 

We know of nothing the allen sinner 
is asked to do, in obeying the gospel, which 
is not of faith. We can find nothing the 
same alien does as he accepts Christ, which 
is not a work of obedience. If you claim 
to accept Christ by some mysterious man
ner, or If you claim Christ as the gospel 
teaches, you are dQing so by works, for 
all deem repentance essential to salvation, 
and repentance is a work of obedience. 

Some claim baptism to be a work of man. 
No . scripture will sustain this assertion, 
for the sinDer bas no tbougbt of doLng 
his own, but God's work, when he Is Im
mersed into Christ (Acts 10: 48; Rom. 6: 3; 
Gal. 3: 27). No ODe will conclude that 
repentance is a work at man, for repent· 
ance 1s truly a work of obedience. So are 
beliet, confession, and bapt1am. 

Can one conscientiously repent without 
doing something? I think not! One must 
think before be repents from the heart. 
This requires the action of thought. Re
pentance primarily means "to turn" and 

All at the commands of God are ordained 
tor man's ultimate welfare. Combined, they 
form a system intended to make it pas· 
sible for ODe to sba.re in eternal happiness. 
Oftentimes, God's purpose is thwarted how
ever, by tbe willful stubborn disposiUon of 
individuals, who little realize that they are 
literally eliminating themselves from a 
share in the blessings at heaven by their 
refusal to obey certain commands. 

By way of 1llustration, let us consider the 
command to be Immersed in water unto re
mission of sins. That this is a command no 
one can deny. It is issued as such by the 
apostle Peter in Acts 2: 38, and Is designated. 
as a command in ACts 10 : 48. This injunc
tion acts as a. test of faith. It is God's way 
ot prOving the worthiness .ot one to have 
fellowship In the church and be a member 
of bls family. The church is composed of 
those who are humble and only 8uch can 
inherit the kingdom. When a man refuses 
to ~ baptized he plainly demonstrates that 
he Is not yet bumble enough to be classed 
as a child of God or to share in the inherit
ance which is promised. 

Now· such refusal will not in its even
tuality set aside the tact at the existence ot 
heaven. It wlll not destroy eternal Ute or 
abrogate the promisee to those who are 
faithful. But it d~s shut out the one who 
retuses from those vromises, and it over
throws God's purpose with regard to that 
one. It is now and ever has been God's 
desire to save all who are w1lltng to obey. 
He wills "that al1 men· will be saved and 
come unto the knowledge ot the truth." 
But God cannot sav.e a m~ against that 

man's will. Baptism is an adequate test to 
determine whether 01' not a man is willing 
to subject hlmseit unto God's wUl, and thus 
to his purDose. 

When John the Baptist preached the ne
cess ity of baptism, there were a great many 
of the despised publicans and others· who 
accepted that preaching and were baptized. 
Of them, Jesus said, "And all the people, 
even the tax-collectors, when they heard 
btm, acknowledged the justice of God's de
mands. by accepting baptism from John." 
It to be baptized was an acknowledgment 
at the fairness of God's demands, then it is 
obvious that a refusal to be baptized would 
be the equIvalent of the claim that God was 
unfair and unjust in issuing such a demand. 
ADd that 1s the position of those rea.de rs 
who have not yet been immersed in compli· 
ance with God's command. You are in 
effect declari~g tbat God is unfair and un· 
just. Such a spirit of censoriousness will 
not be t olerated in heaven. 'Vho art thou, 
that thou shouldst judge the Almighty? 

But there were many tn John's day, who 
because at their haughty sectarian spirit 
refused to be baptized at John. What was 
said of them? Let us rea~. "But the 
Pharisees and experts In the Law thwarted 
God's purpose for themselves by refusing 
to be baptized by him ( John)." God de· 
sired the salvation of all. HIs plan was 
for those who were ~laves to sectarianism 
as well as those who were sinners by reason 
of other factors. But they would not, be
cause of prejudice and bias, be baptized. 
Thus they thwarted God's purpose for them-

(Oonti"1Ula "" page 4) 
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THE SIN OF JEALOUSY 
By ROBERT H. BRUMBACK 

The wise man ot Proverbs &aid, "For 
jealousy is the rage ot a man," This 8crlp~ 
tUfe describes tbe deadly character of the 
ain ot jealousy. Many incidents recorded in 
the Bible reveal to us the nature of this 
sin. Jealousy filled the beart or Cain with 
malice and sent him to murder his brother. 
Jealousy seized the beart ot Miriam and 
drove her to tbe sin which caused her to 
go out trom the camp of Israel white with 
leprosy, 

Jealousy controJled the soul of the elder 
brother and threw a gloom over the joy ot 
the father who welcomed ,the prodigal's reo 
turn. Today it save the strength and vitality 
of the church as it did ot old. The, cause 
of the Lord 1. much hIndered thereby. It 
manifests itself ,ln hating or envying those 
who aro better liked, woo have more friends. 
who excel in directing songs, or who can 
teach a better lesson or preach a better 
sermon, Preachers are not immune to this 
sin. They sometimes become jealous of the 
ab1l1ty or accomplishments of another, and 
conspire to bring about an end to his work. 
Here Is the sin that will Jand souls in hell. 

Here 1s the sin that brings contention and 
division into the Body , of Christ. Here Is 
the work of the devil, the promoter of 
jealousy. 

Disciples become jealous at others and 
seek not their good,but their ha.rm. Chris
tians are taught to love one another and to 
speak evil of no man. Jealousy is usually 
revealed in the unkind thought, the hate
tul words that we say against others. James 
admonishes us, "To speak not evil one ot 
another." Again we read that "all bitter· 
ness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speak
ing" are to be put away~ My brother, my 
sister, jealousy wln send your soul to he)) 
because it leads to so many other sins. 

A jealous dispOSition produces a fault· 
finding tongue ; a fault·finding tongue is 
given to evil speaking; evU speaking alien
ates disciples, and alienated disciples di
vide the Body of Christ. No wonder James 
Said a man's religion is vain, It be brldleth 
not his tongue. He teUs us the tongue can 
no man tame, but it CRD and must be con
trolled, tor a jealous tongue can wreck and 
destroy cbaracter. "For . he that will love 

CLASSES FOR BIBLE STUDY 
III. 

The Bible clearly seta torth that there 
are special classes of individuals who need 
special teaching. 'Paul told Titus to "speak 
thou the things which become sound· doc
trine" . (Titus 2: 1), and gave him special 
instruction as to what aged men shOUld b~ 
taught, then aged women, young women, 
and young men. The varying needs ot these 
age and sex groups were stressed. IncMent
ally, the instruction is for the aged women 
to teach the younger. Many there are who 
state that this tn.ust be done privatelll. 
They cannot prove It! To take such a 
position, they have to add to God's Word for 
it does not say anything about private teach· 
ing. But there are those who would add 
to God's Word in order t o bolster a human 
hobby. I ask if there is one single thing 
that is set forth tor the teaching ot the 
young men or old which cannot be taugbt 
as well In a group of, such at church as 
privately. Is there one thing ~hlch the 
women are to be taught, that cannot be 
taught as well In a class of women in public, 
as it can in prl vale? 

That recalls that once a brother who 
opposes · classes asked me if there was a 
single tbing which Paul told Titus to teach 
the women that the men didn't need. I 
replied that there were two things: love 
their husbands, and be obedient to their own 
husbanc1s. · That ,was special teachIng for a 

speCial class. It Is evident that it does not 
apply to unmarried women, neUher does 
it apply to men or chUdren. It applies only 
to one class, the married women ! God 
recognized the special need at tbat special 
class, and gave provision for teaching the 
proper thing to the proper parties, 

John declares that he wrote unto these 
three classes: little chtIdren, young men 
and tathers (1 John 2: 12, 13). He states 
his Individual purpose in writing in each 
instance. It the same thing was applicable 
in all instances regardless of age, ablUty, 01' 

sex, why make such distinctions? Why 
divide the brethren into groups and thus 
designate them? Why not just tire a scatter 
load and let it fall every direction, trusting 
to providence 0 1' good luck that the right 
person in each case would get the part he 
needed? 

The apostle In dealing with the question 
of dift'erent tongues pos itively torbade their 
use except with an interpreter present. Here 
is the basis upon which he did that. He 
said, "No man understandeth htm." It is 
evident then that pubilc teaching must be 
administered in such a way as to be under
standable. But it a part of the audience, 
and occasionally a large part, is made up 
of chlldren, that which Is taught tn an 
adult class wlll not be understandable. This 
is proven by 1 Corinthians 14: 20, "Brethren 

Ufe and see good days, let bim retrain 
hIs tongue from evil, and his Bps that they 
speak no gulle" (1 Peter 3: 10). Jealousy 
and envy are so akin that it is difficult to 
draw a line at separation. Paul said, "For 
there are many unruly and vain talkers, and 
deceivers, . . . whose mouths must be 
stopped." 

Tbere Is one remedy tor this sin - the 
teaching of God's Word. We are admonished 
to s~ek the good at others - their weltare 
ratber than their burt. It we do that, bow 
can we be jealous? We are taught by the 
Savior, "Hereby shall a ll men ltnow that ye 
are my disciples it ye have love one tor 
another." Love for one another wni cause 
us to preter tn honor the other person and 
promote his welfare. 

Paul gave us a great rule at lite which 
will torever end jealousy when practlced, 
"Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but 
rather give place unto wrath: tor it is writ
ten, Vengeance is mine ; I w.ill repay, saUh 
the Lord. Therefore if thine enemy hunger, 
teed him; it' he thirst, give him drink, tor tn 
so dOing, thou shalt heap coals at fire on his 
head. Be not overcome of evil, but over
com"e evil with .good." 

(The third in a series at articles on 
"Sins Which Hurt The Church." The fourth 
will appear in the November tssue,) 

be" not children in understanding." This 
shows that adults are not even to be like 
children in this phase, but far superior to 
them, It then a lesson Is addressed to the 
understanding ot the adults It will be over 
the understanding ot the children; it on 
the other hand, addressed to the children, it 
will be of no edification to the adults inso
tar as increa8ing knowledge is concerned. 

The language used In teaching adults is, 
according to Paul'~ reasoning, not under
stood by children . To them then it would be 
another language or as another tongue. "If 
I ·know not the meaning of the voice, I 
shall be unto him that 8[}eaketh a foreigner" 
(Verse 11). Language must be accomodated 
to understanding. A l1ttie simplE~ thinking 
will prove that. "Except ye 'utter by the 
tongue . words easy to be understood, how 
shall it be known what 1s spoken?" (verse 
9). The only way by which all who come 
can receive teaching accomoda.ted to their 
understanding Is to group them with others 
of compar:able ability. 

It is argued that the teaching ot children 
belongs to the home and the cburch has no 
right or priviliege to invade this responSi
bility, or· to assume It, even in part. Again 
I admit that parents are to teach tbeir. 
children but 'I deny that the church haa no 
responsibility along this same line. What 
about those boys and girls whose parents 
are not Christians? Shall they go untaught 
as to God's Word simply because they ha~ 
pen to have been born into a family of 
non·believers? Will God condemn one for 
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gathering those boys and girls together at 
the house of worship and showing them the 
principles ot honesty. jus tice and truth, and 
instilling in their cbildish hearts a rever-, 
cnce tor Him who died for us? 

This is not ·the fi rst time in history that 
men have forbidden children to come to the 
Master, for blessings they might receive. 
Another group of disciples. many years ago, 
issued a stern edict that mothers should 
keep their cbl,ldren away from Him. But 
the master took those children in His arms 
and rebuked the disciples. "SUffer Uttlechil· 
dren to come Ullto me, and forbid them 
not" aTe those words which have come 
echoing througb the corridors ot time to 
lay a restraining hand upon all who would 
dare think that heaven 18 too busy to be 
concerned with the llves of boys and girls. 

I personal1y believe that in view of the 
teaching set forth in the Word of loe 
Lord, that we should not only provide 'an 
opportunity for boys and girls to study the 
Bible in a c1 aBs adaptable to their needs, 
but it occurs to me that tn these days of 
divorce and broken homes, it would be a 
fine thing for each church at sufficient size 
to have a class for young married women 
taught by an older sister, who 1;las the proper 
technique for explaining and expounding the 
Word of God. This is consistent with the 
command fo'r such to teach the younger 
women. I can conceive at some things which 
might be embarrassing for younger or older 
men to teach to s uch a class, under the 
headings mentioned by Paul, but thesa could 
be discussed witbout reserve by a class 
composed entirely at women. -The Bible 
tells them to teach but does not say where 
it is to be done. Therefore, It may be -done 
either privately or publicly, provided it 
does not violate other Bcdptures. 

This may interpose the question, "Would 
it not be all right then to teach such in a 
college started by Christians for the pur
pose ot developing ,Christian character?" 1 
reply in the negative because such a school 
or college is another organization. The 
chur;ch 'is tho rougbly ca})able and divinely 
endowed to care tOl' all those things essential 
to its growth and ediflcation. No other or
ganization can be sCl'ipturally set up either 
to promote missionary or educational work. 
It-has been admitted by the Bible college 
advocates that the cburch can carryon all 
of the work which God has demanded to be 
done. It Is further admitted that teaching 
the Word is a God-authorized work. Then 
why not do it through the churCh, if the 
church is capable? 

The answer to that is generally, that 
the church isn 't doing it. But instead of 
teaching the church of its duty and bring· 
ing it to the place where it does what God 
wants, men go out and estabUsh a human 
institution to do that wol·k. If they put as 
much time, energy, money and effort into 
developing the church as they do into bund-

iog a strong conege of pomp and pride 
eQuId not the church accomplish that where
unto God hath sent it? I have never heard 
a man Justify the Jodge who did not offel: as 
his r eason tor working through such a 
human organization, that the church was not 
doing Jts work as it ought. If we are torced 
to admit that , then let us not build a rival 
institution to the church. To do so, only 
puts further .into the future the day when 
the church wI1,1 be made to do its duty. 

I am "opposed to any organization created 
by brethren to do the work of the Lord. 
The church Is not only supreme - it is 
the only institution provided by the Lord 
outside of the home, to carryon his work 
at education in the things of the Spirit. I 
am opposed to the organized Sunday-School. 
It only saddles on to the cburch another or
ganization, makes the work more complex, 
ge ts away from tbe simplicity tha't is in the 
Word of God, and saps the church of tbe 
strength and power that belongs to It. 
There isn 't a single good thing you can 
accomplish in such an organization that you 
cannot accompJish without it, and the evil 
results you should want to eliminate alto
gether. 

But that the chUrch in its teaching. work 
has a perfect · right to group its attendants 
'for better Instruction, so long as it does not 
formulate another organization I firmly be
Heve. Those who oppose clasees, admit that 
one brother !n ea.ch corner at the city may 
call . together a group of' friends and dis
ciples and teach them simultaneously on 
Lord's Day In the respective homes. They 
agree that this might be done on the four 
corners of a city block. But it you -move 
all four of those groups under one roof and 
teach them there, it is a sin, according to 
their reasoning. It appears that the princi
pal argument then is over where the teach· 
ing may be done in the city! This we coo
sider a chlldlsh and unworthy argument. 
Let's teach the Word qt the Lord to~ all in 
such a way that all caD understand and be 
profited. 

IMPORTANT! 
A series ot six articles on the timely sub

ject ot "Marriage and Divorce." What is the 
Bible teaching on these grave and Im
portant matters? Bro. Robert Brumback wlll 
deal with this subject in six straight ser
mons starting in the January Issue. Don't 
miss these studies! Subscribe now and you 
wUl carry right on through. Here are les
sons for evel'Y member of the church. Tell 
them about it! Announce it! Send in their 
subscriptions with yours. Only one dollar 
per year! 

"HAPPY HOMES" 
That's the title of oilr new book of radio 

sermons orr the preas soon. T~irteen out
standing talks aD how to establish. and 
maIntain a happy Christian home. Lessons 

tor husbands, wives, and chtldren on their 
relationship to each other in Cbrist. A 
Wonderful gift. 35 cents per copy; 3 for a 
dollar. Send your order in at once. Mail to 
MISSOURI MISSION M ESSENGER, 7505 Trenton 
A venue, University City H, Mo. 

Three Great Facts 
(Col. 3, 4) 

1. CHRIST IS OUR LIFE. 
a. Bread or Life (John 6: 35) 
b. Water ot Life (John 4: 14) 
c. Way of Lite (John 14: 6) 
d. Door at Life (John 10: 9) 
e. Hope of Life (2 Ths. 2: 16) 
!. Author of Lite (Heb. 6: 9) 
g. Creator of Lite (Col. 1: 16) 

2. HE WILL APPEAR. 
a. Witbout a sin offering (Heb. 9: 28) 
b. At the last trump (1 Ths. 4: 16) 
c. In flaming fire (2 Ths. 1: 7, 8) 
d. Unexpectedly (1 Ths. 5: 2) 
e. In Judgment (Rom. 2: 16) 
t. By God's appointment (Acts 17: 31) 

3. OTHERS WILL APPEAR WITH HIM. 
a. The holy angels (Mt. 25: 31) 
b. The saints (Jude 14) 
C. Oursel ves in glory (Col. 3: 4) 

ORDER YOUR COMMENTARY 
Advance orders are now being taken for 

the tl.rst Volume of the Bible Commentary. 
by E. M . Zen. This book will contain over 
400 pages ot notes and explanations cover
ing every verse of GeneSis, Exodus, Levitt
CUB, Nuinbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges 
and Ruth, It will be bound tn _ black cloth, 
stamped 10 gold, and future volumes wUl 
be uniform as to style and size. Unquestion
ably this is the most momentous work ever 
attempted in the faithful brotherhood in 
this century. It will flU a longtelt need, 
and ,be a masterpiece for your library. You 
cannot !laord to be without it. The cost of 
the ' ·first volume w1U he $4. It you---Wlsh 
you can order now tor payment at time of 
delivery, or you may send check or money 
order, which w1l1 be credited to you. In 
any event, to assure being in on the first 
edition order at once from MISSOURI MISSION 

Ml:88ENOEB, 7505 Trenton Avenue. University 
City 14. Mo. 
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THIS and THAT from HERE 
SAINT LOUIS BIBLE STUDY 

The next session ot the Saint Louis Study 
will begin at 9 a. m., on ' December 30, of 
this year. It w1ll continue six weeks, with 
sessions each ,' weekday morning and after
noon. There wtll be special sessions cer
tain nights of tbe week. The study will em
brace the laHer bait of the Roman letter. 
with the two Corinthian letters also con
sidered analytically. Due to housing short
age In St. Louis, pi.ease do not come with
out making advance reservation. It yOll 

plan to come, and wish to reserve a room 
write at once. Do not send reservation 
notices to Bro. Ketcherside. Address all cor· 
respondence pertaining to such to: The 
Deacons, Churcb of Christ, 7121 Manchester 
A venue, Saint Louis, Missouri. 

FREED EXPRESSES THANKS 
We wish to express our thanks to those 

who have joined In the program started by 
Bro. KetcherSide to assist us In our living 
expenses. This lifts a burden from our 
minds and encourages us to know that 
brethren remember us in our declining years. 
I have passed my 71st milestone,. and 
August 4, was the 60th anniversary of my 
services as a minister of the gospel. I am 
thankful the Lord has spared my life in his 
service and wUl gladly continue to do all I 
can to the advancement ,of His Cause. We 
also wish to express our thanks to the num
ber of churcbes and brethren sending contri
butions for our assistance since my altliction 
in the past year. May the Lord bless you all. 

-Mr. and Mrs. J. 4. Freed. 

The Shelbyv111e, Ill. church met at the 
Ben Price home, Oct. 20, to celebrate Burl's 
23rd birthday .... Harold Shasteen w1ll hold 
the meeting in St. Joseph (Mo.) this month. 
.•. C. R. Turner will be at Unionville .... 
The Bible Study conducted by W. Carl 
KetCherside at Hartford (111.) attracted an 
average of 140 at night sessions,and 40 at 
day studies. . . . One baptized at Bethel 
(near MUan, Mo.) by Winford Lee in his 2 
week meeting .. .. He also baptized 3. and 
restored 1 at Pollock, where crowds reacbed 
200 ... . One was restored by L. C. Roberts 
at Almartba. ... He Is booked for work at 
Barnard, Mo. . . . Hershel Otlwell Is in 
work at l\Dderson (Ind.) .... \Ve regret 
that conditions of health forced Walter 
Weekly to cancel his meetings in the mid
dlewest. Dick Kerr finished fo'r him at 
Nixa. . . . Wilfred Landes has been in a 
mission effort at Richland (Kans.) .... 
Bonn~ Terre (Mo.) is preparing to appoint 
3 deacons .... W. Carl Ketcherside and Bob 
Duncan were speakers at the all-day meet
ing at Goodwater (Mo.) on sept. 15 .... If 

you really want something worthwhile on 
"Mutual Ministry" write to Bro. D. A. Som
mer for a copy of "The Greatest Questions 
In Christendom." It's the finest we have 
ever read. . . . Roy Harris starts a two 
weeks meeting' a t Old Scotland, Oct. 13. He 
Is now at Antioch, near Bethany in a sing
ing instruction course and meeting .... c. 
R. Turner held a 3 weeks meeting I at Gal
latin, starting Sept. 15 .... The Mexico mis
sion work, tn which the Saint Louis churChes 
are supporting W. Carl Ketcherside starts 
October 6 .... We can now supply you with 
both " volumes of Johnsons Peoples' New 
Testament With Notes. They are $2.60 each, 
or $5 for the set. Send your order at once. 

Harold ·Ottwell preached the first two 
nights of the Granite City (Ill.) meeting 
which was then taken over for two weeks 
by Winford Lee, on Oct. 1. : .. The Church 
of Christ Hour, heard over Station WTMV, 
St. Louis, resumed its broadcasting at 2: 05 
p. m., Suilday, Oct. 6. During the summer 
season the program was aired at 5: 05 p. m., 
each Sunday .... A group from Flat River 
conducted the serv.1ce at Mine La Motte 
(Mo.) on Sept. 30. Arvel Watts was the 
principal speaker. Jerry Ketcherside (LU· 
lian Avenue, St. Louis)' was the song direc
tor . ... W. Car.l Ketcherside wiIJ hold a 
series of gospel meetings at' Pleasant Point, 
starting October 28. ThIs congregation meets 
in the country, just nOI:th of Meadville, Mo . 
. . . The church at Spokane, Wasbington 
have purchased a lot in an excellent residen
tial area, at a cost of $1,500. . . Pomona, 
California among other things, has planned 
a definite advertising campaign to circulate 
the gospel. It' includes the conducting of 
Bible Studies in numerous homes by the 
members .... Brother Kinser, of Asphalt, 
Kentucky voices .the ' haDe that the editor 
may speak for them some time in the not 
too distant future. We join in that hope. ' 
Harry Powell (Martinsville, Ind.) was guest 
speaker at Hartford, 111.. on Sept. 23. . . 
We are happy to report resumption of Sun
day night services in a cooperative way of 
the churches at Old Pearl. and Bee Creek, 
Illinois. .. Herschel bttwell tells of inter
esting Bible Studies at Peoria and Secor, 
Illinois recently. Students at Missouri 
University plan to worship with the new 
gl'OUP at Mexico, Mo., tbls winter .... Watch 
for interesting material in the next tBBue. 
Don't let your subscription lapse! 

AN URGENT CALL 
We have enlisted in a · campaign to help 

the brethren at ' Compton, California raise 
$2,000 for tbeir buUding fund between now 
and the first at the coming year. All con
tributions will be I'e ported in this paper. 
The first one Is from Ray Gastineau, Red-

and THERE 
ford, Missouri, who sent $25. That leaves 
only $1,975 to raise on that work. Thanks, 
Brother Ray for the example. What will we 
be able to report in the next issue? Brethren, 
please answer this call. U's a worthy one! 
Send a contribution at once to Don H. 
Flick, 512 West Poplar, Compton, California. 

DEBATE qN COLLEGE ISSUE 
The college groups in Saint Louis have 

challenged the faithful brethren to meet the 
divisive issues in public discussion. Accord
ingly I am definitely scheduled to meet Dr. 
Grover C. Brewer of Memphis, Tenn., in a 
showdown OD the college question. Nego· 
tlatlons are under way to decide the exact 
date, which wlll be announced soon. There 
will be 4 nights ot debate. with two hour 
sessions each night. Dr. Brewer is affirming 
"The organization of schools such as David 
Lipscomb College (Nashville, Tennessee) for 
the purpose of teaching the Bible and other 
subjects in , connecUon, is In harmony with 
God's -Word, and therefore scriptural." A 
gentleJ;Ilanly discussion of basic issues Is 
promised. Dr. Brewer is unquestionably one 
of the strongest men In the south on this 
subject and will produce the strongest argu
ments on the matter. Better plan to aUend. 

THWARTING GOD'S PURPOSE 
(Continued from page 1) 

selves. They sbut themselves out from bls 
promised blessings. They cut themselves oft 
from remission of slos. How did they do it? 
By "refusing to be baptized." Now there arB 
many today who are motivated by that 
same spirit. They too are bitterly partisan. 
They are filled with sectarian prejudice. 
Otten they say that they will not be baptized 
even though its nec'essity is proven by the 
Bible. Such persons hurt themselves. They 
thwart God's purDose in regard to them
selves. Their refusal to be baptized shows 
a lack of hum1l1ty. They afe un-charitable 
toward God and un-Christian in disposition. 

Otten such a disposition affects others, 
causing them to take the same. posItion. 
Thus the ones who refuse to be immersed 
are acting l1ke the "dog tn the manger." 
Tbey not ooly do oat wanL to enter the 
kingdom, but they also want to keep others 
out of It. This same thing was afilrmed of 
the Pharisees who rejected the baptism by 
John. They neither entered into the king
dom or suffered those ·who were entering 
to go in. The punishment ot all such who 
hold God's Word in disrepute and who 
scoff at his commands is just and fair. 
Would it not be far better to simply obey, 
than to seek to· justify a course of disobedi
ence? We plead with you to think on these 
things! 


