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Introduction 

I Cor. 15:58 ''Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, 
unmovable, always abounding in. the work of the Lord. 
forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the 
Lord." 

This history of the Nixa Cburch of Christ is not intended 
to be doctrinal in its content, but rather it is a documentation of 
the physical properties and an accounting of those Christians 
who were members of the congregation during the years 
between 1912 and 1998. If there were some names of 
individuals left out of the accounting. it was not intentional. 

It is my hope that as you read this history that it will 
impress upon you that there were many members of the 
congregation that remained steadfast and faithful for as many as 
sixty-five years or until their death. These long years of service 
should serve as an inspiration to us. 
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Cliaoter 1 
1 

rz1ie tJ3eginning 

In the early 1800's, a number of families came to 
America from England and Ireland. These young families were 
not pleased with the results of the religious reformation. The 
reformation movement had only attempted to reform the Catholic 
Church. It not only had failed in that effort but eventually the 
movement splintered into numerous Protestant denominations 
some of which were Baptists, Lutheran, Church of England, 
Reformed Church, Presbyterian, Congregational Church, 
Evangelical Church, Unitarian Church, Adventist Church and 
Christian Church. 

In 1807, Thomas Campbell, a man who had been 

licensed to preach by the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, came 
to the United States. He took up residence at Washington, 
Pennsylvania. He began to preach to a number of Presbyterian 
families living along the Allegheny River. He immediately 
began teaching that division was wrong and that all 
denominational names, practices, and teachings that were not 
based on the doctrine of the Apostles of the New Testament 
were unscriptural and should not be practiced. Naturally he got 
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into trouble with the Presbyterian Church because of his 
teaching. He then separated himself from that organization and 
immediately formed the Christian Association of Washington, 
Pennsylvania. In 1809, the rest of Thomas Campbell's family 
came to Pennsylvania. One of those who came was a son 
named Alexander Campbell. Alexander had been educated at 
Glasgow University as his father had been. Both had been well 
taught in French, the New Testament, Greek, Latin, logic and 
philosophy. Two of Alexander's instructors had also taught his 
father more than twenty years earlier. After Alexander's arrival 
in the United States, he and his father began to work together to 
restore the Christian teachings of the early church of the New 
Testament and to eliminate religious division. 

During this same period of time there were several other 
men working to accomplish the same purpose. They were 
Barton W. Stone, an ex-Presbyterian, John Smith, an ex
Baptist, Walter Scott, a former Presbyterian, and Benjamin 
Franklin, whose parents had been members of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. All these men were teaching that baptism by 
immersion was essential to salvation, the rejection of all human 
creeds and the acceptance of the Bible as their only instructor, 
and God's only plan of salvation for humanity. As a result of 
these restoration movements, Christians accepted the New 
Testament as their guide for doctrine, worship and church 
government just as the original churches of Christ had done in 
the New Testament 

On August 10,1821, Missouri was admitted to the Union 
as a slave state. Once the territory became a state there was a 
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steady increase in the population. Immigrants began arriving 
from several eastern states such as North Carolina, Virginia, 
Tennessee, Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Pennsylvania and 
even from New York and New Jersey. Many immigrants had 

been exposed to and had adopted the restoration movement and, 
as a result, they rejected their former religions and had become 
members of Churches of Christ. In the late 1800' s and early 
1900' s several such people were Ii ving in and around the 
settlement of Nixa in southwest Missouri. They were holding 
church services in individual homes. 

According to Missouri history, Christian County was 
originally a part of Greene County, Missouri. On March 8, 
1859, Christian County was formed and named "Christian" at 
the request of Mrs. Tom Neaves who had migrated to Missouri 
from Christian County, Kentucky. 

The settlement of Nixa also began in the \850's. One of 
Its first citizens was named Nicholas "Nick" Alexander Inman. 
It is believed that by using the name "Nick" and his middle initial 
"A" the settlement was unofficially called Nixa. It was not until 
the first Post Office was established there in 1878 that Nixa 
became the official, legal name. Twenty-four years later, in 
1902, several leading citizens of Nixa filed a petition for 
incorporation with the Christian County Court. On June 10, 
1902, the following document came into being. 

Nixa Incorporated as a Village. June 10. 1902 County Court 
Record 9, Page 332. 

Now on this day comes J. B. Rice, F. M. Wasson et. 
al.and by leave of the court presents their petition, heretofore 
filed in this Coun. praying for an order incorporating Nixa as a 
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village as provided by Article 6, Chapter 91, Revised Statutes 
of 1899, and by leave of the Court present their evidence 
touching the matters and things stated in their petition for the 
incorporation of said village of Nixa, and the Court, after 
hearing such evidence and being fully advised of and concerning 
the premises, does find that the petition filed herein for the 
incorporation of Nixa as a Village, fully sets out the metes and 
bounds of Nixa and describes the corporate line. 

The Court further finds that said petition is signed by 
more than two-thirds (2/3) of the resident taxable inhabitants 
living within the proposed line of incorporation, and that the 
petition for the incorporation of the town of Nixa as a Village is 
reasonable and that there is no outstanding indebtedness against 
the said Village of Nixa, and that the plat of said Village of Nixa, 
presented by the petitioners to the Court, is by the Court 
approved and orderedfiled. 

It is therefore ordered, adjudged and decreed by the 
Court that Nixa be incorporated under the name and style of 
"The Village of Nixa", Christian County, Missouri, for the 
purpose of municipal government, as by law made and provided 
in such cases, and that a Board of Trustees for the government 
of said Village be appointed. And it is further ordered by the 
Court that F. M. Keltner, J. B. Rice, Henry W. Stewart. J. W. 
Bedingfield, and C. Hy Meddins five qualified male citizens of 
the United States, as required by law and appointed as a Board 
of Trusteesof the said Village of Nixa to serve until the first 
Tuesday in April, 1903, or until their successors are elected and 
qualified. 

State of Missouri S>S> 
County of Christian 

1, James F. Adams, Clerk of the County Court of 
Christian County, Missouri, do hereby certify that the foregoing 
order is a true and correct copy of the order of the county court 
of Christian County, Missouri ,made on the 10th day of June, 
1902, incorporating the Village of Nixa, Christian County, 
Missouri, as the same appears of record in my office. 

Done at my office in the City of Ozark, Christian 
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County, Missouri, this 17th day of June, 1902. 

(Seal) 

Jas. F. Adams 
Clerk, County Court 

Whereas, F.M. Keltner, J. B. Rice, Henry W. Stewart, 
J. W. Bedingfield, and C. HyMeddins have been appointed as a 
Board of Trustees for the Village of Nixa by the County Court 
of Christian County, Missouri and being now assembled by 
mutual agreement for the purpose of qualifying, taking the oath 
of office and organizing said Board of Trustees for the said 
Village o[Nixa, Christian County, Missouri, on this 18th day of 
June, 1902, do each subscribe to the following oath of office: 

State of Missouri S.S. 
County of Christian 

Oath of Office 

We, the undersigned, appointed Trustees of the Village 
of Nixa, Christian County, Missouri, do each, for himself, take 
and subscribe to the following oath: 1 do solemnly swear that I 
will support the Constitution of the United States and the 
Constitution of the State of Missouri, and that I will faithfully 
demean myself in the office of Trustee of the Village of Nixa, 
for the term for which I was appointed on the 10th day of June, 
1902. 

James B. Rice 
H. W. Stewart 
C. Hy Meddins 
John W. Bedingfield 
F. M. Keltner 

Subscribed and sworn to before me on this 18th day of 
June ,1902. 

Witness my hand and official seal the date and year 
above written. 

My commission expires January 6, 1906. Solomon E. 
Bron, Notary Public 

(Seal) 
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Cfial'ter 2 

?1ie~earof 
Construction 1912 

In January, 1912, William Howard Taft was beginning 
his fourth and last year as the twenty-seventh President of the 
United States. During his administration parcel post and postal 

savings were established. The Department of Labor and Federal 
Children's Bureau were established and women's suffrage had 
been adopted by twel ve states. The sixteenth and seventeenth 
amendments to the Constitution of the United States had been 
passed by Congress, (these authorized a levy of direct Federal 
Income tax). On February 14,1912, New Mexico and Arizona 
were admitted to the Union as the forty-seventh and forty-eighth 
states respectively. In November, 1912, President Taft was 
defeated for re-election by Woodrow Wilson. 

On April 10, 1912, the British-operated steamship 
''Titanic'' left South Hampton, England, on its maiden voyage 
across the Atlantic Ocean. Its destination was New York City. 
On board were two thousand two hundred and twenty-three 
persons. This included both passengers and ship's crew. On 
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Sunday night April 14,1912, the Titanic struck a huge iceberg in 
the North Atlantic. A large hole was ripped in the side of the 
ship and she began to sink. When the rescue efforts ended, 
seven hundred and six people had been rescued. Fifteen 
hundred and seventeen had lost their lives. 

A few of the religious songs that were copyrighted in 
1912 were "In The Garden," "Love Lifted Me," "Sweeter As 
The Years Go By," and "Christians Welcome Home." 

Sometime during the summer or early fall of 1912, the 
Christians meeting in homes west of Nixa, Missouri, decided to 
seek out and purchase a parcel of land on which to build a 
permanent place of worship. They appointed three trustees to 
accomplish their goal. They were James Moore, William K. 
Gibson and Albert Goss. These three men found a piece of land 
one hundred and fifty feet by two hundred and ninety feet, 
located on the north edge of the village of Nixa and on the gravel 
road leading to Springfield, Missouri. The land was owned by 
F. M. Keltner and his wife, Mary A. Keltner. The following 
document describes the purchase and the amount paid for that 
property. 

Shortly after the purchase of land on November 1, 1912, 
construction was started on the church building. The proposed 
size of the building was seventeen hundred and sixty-eight 
square feet The outside dimensions were fifty-two feet long 
and thirty-four feet wide. Forms were put in place and a 
concrete foundation was poured. The gravel and sand for the 
foundation had to be dredged and hauled approximately two and 
one half miles from the James River to the building site. This 
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was done with horses and wagons. Julian 1. Herndon (the 
grandfather of Jack Herndon) was one, along with several 
others that did the hauling. The outside walls of the building 
were double walls of red brick approximately sixteen feet high. 
The bricks that went into the walls were shipped from 
Springfield to Cassidy (now known as Fremont Hills) by rail. 
From Cassidy the bricks were loaded onto wagons and hauled 
four ruiles to the building site. 

Opeuings in the walls consisted of two doors at the east 
front of the building located approximately five feet from the 
northeast and southeast comers, respectively. These openings 
measured nine feet in height allowing for seven foot doors and 
two-foot transoms above each door. There were a total of ten 
window openings measuring eight feet and six inches in height 
and three feet and four inches in width. The windows had 
Gothic points at the top. There were five windows on the north 
side of the building and five on the south side. There were no 
doors or windows at the back of the building. The floor of the 
building was of oak lumber and the first seventeen feet 
beginning at the east front were level. From that point on to the 
back of the building, the floor was gradually elevated being two 
feet higher at the back of the building than at the front The 
ceiling inside the building consisted of decorative metal squares 
and was supported by four steel posts spaced down the center of 
the building. Tbe roof of the building was also of metal. The 
origin of the metal roof and ceiling are not known, but there 
were several sheet metal shops in southwest Missouri. The 
finished product would no doubt have been shipped by railroad 
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to Cassidy, Missouri, then hauled by horse and wagon to the 

building site. 
The furnishings on the inside of the building consisted of 

sixteen eight-foot pews, eight on either side of the room and 

facing toward the east front of the building. Down the middle 

was a row of ten-foot pews facing toward the east front of the 

building. On each side of the middle row of pews was a three

foot wide aisle running from front to back. The pews were 

constructed of pine slats and were stained black. There were 

two ten-foot pews at the front of the room facing each other, 

one on the north side of the speaker's platform, the other on the 

south side. The speaker's platform was a one-foot high 

platform built in a half circle against the front wall of the 

building, measuring approximately fourteen feet across the back 

of the platform. On the speaker's platform there was a speaker's 

stand, which was made with four short curved legs with a round 

column extending upward to a slanted lectern on which a Bible 

or papers could be placed. 
Though it is not known for certain, the original lighting 

probably consisted of six kerosene (sometimes called coal oil) 

lamps; two on each side of the room and one on each side and at 

the back of the speaker's platform. There were two stoves in the 

room, one on either side. These were the round upright stoves, 

the kind that were used in most of the store buildings 

downtown. They were of black cast iron with stove pipes 

vented into a chimney on either side of the room. Wood had to 

be carried in and placed in a wood box for each stove. When the 

ashes had to be removed from the stoves, they were placed in a 

12 



Ceiling Height at Pront 14 foot 2 1/4 inches 

of 
~ 

0 fO ., 

_ _ lJ 
loIIII Floor is Flat to here 17' 

CIl 

~ 

~--- 52 feet 
A two foot rise in the floor from front to back. Ceiling height at back is 12 foot I 1/2 inches. 

The Auditorium inside width is 32 foot 2 inches. 

-~ 

d}cj 

~.~ " .--. 
~f 
~~, 
"GI ~',"~ \ 
s:-=' \\\ ... = \ \ ;::: \i\ 
;.: \~i ] 
R.... ~ 
... ~ ~ 
ID~ ~'lJJ 
~i l! 
/~~'i 
/~ 

ii 
l 
i -8' 
~ 



bucket, then taken to the back of the church yard and dumped. 

Throughout the winter months, one of the church members 
would have the dubious honor of getting to church early on 
Sunday mornings to get the fires started in each of the stoves so 

that the building would be nice and warm by the time the rest of 

the members arrived. There was no plumbing or running water 
in the building. The toilet facilities consisted of two small 

outside buildings located at the back on either side of the church 
yard, one for the ladies and one for the men. 

The charter members of the newly-formed congregation 
consisted of twenty-five members. They were John E. Bennett, 
his two daughters, Artie Bennett and Elsa Bennett, and his son 

Paul Bennett, Christopher Cowan and his wife Nancy Cowan, 
William K. Gibson and his wife Elizabeth Gibson, Albert Goss, 

Geraldine Herndon and her two sisters, Gertrude Herndon and 
Aorence (Herndon) Jones, M. F. Keltner and his wife Della 
Keltner, Lula Keltner, James Moore and his wife Annie Moore, 

and a son Leslie Moore, G.W. Nokes, Peter W. Roberts and 
and his wife Martha Roberts, Onnis V. Stiffler and his wife 
Retta Stiffler, Joe Wadkins and his wife Amy Wadkins. 

The officers of the new congregation were John E. 
Bennett (his wife Amanda Bennett had passed away in 1910,) 

Albert Goss, (whose wife had also passed away, the name and 
date of death is unknown) and Peter W. Roberts. All three of 

these men were elders of the congregation in 1912. The five 
deacons were: William K. Gibson, M.F. Keltner, James 
Moore, G.W. Nokes and Onnis V. Stiffler. 
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eMoter 3 
L 

!from 1913 to 1929 

About ten months after the purchase of the land for the 

new church the first evangelistic meeting was held by O. L 
Hardin. He was assisted by Wade Moore. The meeting 
probably lasted for two or three weeks with preaching every 
night and on Sunday. According to past records, there were six 
new members added to the congregation as a result of this first 
evangelistic effort. They were Mrs. R.E. Wisner, Nannie 
McConnell, Rose Eoff, Dollie Reese, Anna Gibson, and Laura 
Gibson. 

In late September and early October of 1914, O. L 
Hardin, assisted by John T. Hines, held a two week meeting 
adding twelve more souls to the congregation. So the pattern 
was established for two week evangelistic meetings in the fall of 
each year. 

Other evangelists conducting meetings through 1920 
were: John T. Hines, Daniel Austin Sommer and William J. 
Whaley. The average number of additions per year to the 
congregation was eleven. Among those baptized in September 
1914, was Dora McConnell. On December 24, 1914, she and 
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Leslie Moore were married by Elder Peter W. Roberts. Brother 
Roberts had baptized her three months earlier. 

In the fall meeting of 1917 some of those that were 
baptized into Christ were Bessie McLean, Lula Cutberth, 
Charles Reese, Laura Nokes, Julian J. Herndon, Lunda 
Herndon, Edna McCauley and Grace Aven. Others that were 
added to the membership at that meeting were Oint Rose, Iva 
Rose, F10rence Young, George Sackett, Pearl Sackett, John 
McLean, Susie McLean and Ethel McLean. 

Evangelist Daniel Austin Sommer held a gospel meeting 
in the fall of 1918. Those added to the congregation at that 
meeting were: Jesse Payne (the grandfather of Jenna Lemons), 
Ernest McMullan, E. E. Avery, Maggie Avery, William N. 
Inman, Christa Inman and Mrs. McNight (first name unknown). 

On October 18, 1918 Julian Herndon and Margaret 
Forgey were married. Allen Glenn and Vesta Edwards were 
married December 24, 1919. 

During the meeting of September 1919, Evangelist 
William 1. Whaley appointed two elders to the congregation. 
They were Jonas Parsons and Otis Stine (Otis Stine was the 
grandfather of Nadine Stine Farthing). Two deacons were also 
appointed. They were George Sackett and George McDaniel. 
One of the newly appointed elders may have been a replacement 
for Elder Albert Goss. Brother Goss who was at this time 
seventy-five years of age had been in bad health. He had 
remarried on November 12, 1915 to a woman named Deborah 
Stewart. At that time she was sixty-eight years old and he was 
seventy-one. But on December 29, 1915, just seven weeks after 
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their marriage, Deborah Goss passed away. Her death was 

caused by sudden heart failure. Brother Goss continued to live 

in the house next door to the church, (on the south side) until his 

death August 9, 1923. He was buried in Payne Cemetery. He 

was one of the charter members. 

On a typical Sunday morning at the church during the 

early 1920' s there would probably have been ten or twelve horse 

drawn buggies or wagons parked at various locations on the 

property, due to the fact that several of the members were 

farmers and lived some distance from the church. Those who 

lived closer usually walked to church. During the fall meeting 

(the last week of September and first week of October) the 

building would be filled to overflowing, with people standing 

outside at the open windows, listening as best they could to 

what was being said. 

In the 1920's the church members experienced a number 

of physical changes in their community. On January 24, 1925, it 

was decided by a vote of village residents to grant a franchise to 

K. and W. Electric Company to supply electricity for the 

community. The Church of Christ on North Main Street 

installed electric lights soon after electricity was made available. 

These first electric lights consisted of wiring extending down 

from the ceiling with a bare light bulb and a pull-chain at the 

bottom end. There were probably four lights, one over the 

speaker's platform and the other three distributed evenly down 

the center of the building, between the metal poles. 

On March 28, 1926, the village of Nixa installed street 

lights in the one block business areas, south of present day 
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Highway 14. On February 14, 1927, street lights were installed 
one quarter of a mile in all four directions from the center of 
town. 

In the 1920' s the church yard took on a somewhat 
different look. In addition to the several horse drawn vehicles, 
now there were a few automobiles parked around the building 
during church services. In fact the number of automobiles in 
and around the Nixa community had increased to the point that it 
became necessary for the village of Nixa to set speed limits. 
According to village records on April 9, 1920 a speed limit of 
fifteen miles per hour was established. Five years later it was 
increased to twenty miles per hour. 

Evangelistic meetings were held at the church the last 
week of September and the first week of October each year 
throughout the 1920's. The evangelists holding these meetings 
were: Stephen Settle, 1921 and 1922, with a total of thirty 

additions to the church. In 1923 and 1924 Daniel Austin 
Sommer held meetings with a total of twenty-three additions. 
Three of tl'lose baptized were James Aven in September 1923, 
Paul Haguewood and Margaret Herndon in September 1924. 
William J. Whaley held meetings in 1925 and 1926. Some of 
those added to the congregation were Opal Payne and Lawrence 
Stine, both by baptism in September 1925. On July 18, 1926 
John Hasty placed his membership at Nixa after moving there 
with his family from Elk Creek, Missouri, in Texas County. On 
September 19, 1926 John's wife, Clara Hasty placed her 
membership with the church. At that same meeting three of their 
children were baptized. They were George, Opal and Lois 
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Hasty. Hany Mooney was also baptized in 1926. He later 
married Geraldine Herndon. The total additions for 1925 and 
1926, were twenty-six. In 1927, Carl Ketcherside held a two 
week meeting resulting in eight additions to the congregation. In 
1928, H.H. Diestelkan held the annual meeting. No additions 
were recorded. E. G. Johnson's meeting in 1929 produced 
sixteen additions. Some of those baptized in 1929 were Guy 
O'Neil, Marion Hasty, Robert Hasty, Dorothy Crumpley, Julian 
E. Herndon and Neal McDaniel. 

In our research for this history we found that in each 
decade there were those who through indifference, 
discouragement or lack of faith, gave up on themselves and the 
church and went back into the world. There were others who 
moved to some other part of the country. Finally there were 
those who passed from this life by way of death. One of this 
latter group was Annie Moore who passed away October 
20,1920. She was the wife of James Moore and the 
grandmother of Jimmy, Roland, Wilbern, Bob and Paul Moore. 
Brother Albert Goss passed away August 9, 1923. He was one 
of the original elders of the Nixa Congregation. Christopher 
Cowan, one of the charter members, passed away March 
10,1926. Brother Wade Moore one of the first to hold an 
evangelistic meeting in the church building passed away May 
25, 1926. Brother Peter Roberts departed this life in April 1927. 
He was one of the first elders of the church. Jennie L. Hardin 
died December 23, 1927. She was the wife of Evangelist O. L. 
Hardin who had preceded her in death on November 10,1916. 
One of the church's first deacons passed away April 28,1929. 
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He was William K. Gibson. Sister Martha Roberts left this life 

October, 1929. She was the wife of the above mentioned Elder 
Peter Roberts. 

There were two marriages of church members recorded 

during the 1920's. They were Wade Tatum and Blanche Payne 

married January 29, 1927 and Lawrence Stine and Nellie 
McCroskey married November 25, 1928. Wade and Blanche 

Tatum were the parents of twin daughters, Jeanette (Tatum) 
Mitchell and Jenna (Tatum) Lemons. Lawrence and Nellie Stine 

bad one daughter, Nadine (Stine) Farthing. Carl and Mamie 
Bolin Fitzpatrick were married May 16, 1925. They were not 
church members at the time. 
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Cfulpter4 

~rom 1930 to 1949 

In 1930, D.A. Sommer held a meeting of two weeks 

duration, adding seven new members to the church at Nixa. On 
September 8, 1930, Harry Mooney and Geraldine Herndon were 
married. They were both members of the church. 

James A ven from Nixa, Missouri, and Oleta Scott from 
Gever, Missouri were both at Ozark taking tests for teachers' 
certificates when they first met. They began dating and dated 
throughout 1930. Oleta had been employed that fall to teach at 
Wise School, west of Clever. At noon on Christmas Eve, 
James came to the school and said "Come on, we are going 
somewhere," and they went to Carthage, Missouri, and were 
married there on December 24, 1930. 

After they were married they moved to a farm on the 
James River west of Nixa. James had been a member of the 
Nixa Church of Christ since 1923 and Oleta became a member in 
1933. 

On February 8, 1931, Opal Hasty, a member of the 
church at Nixa, was married to Gordon Dunham. Brother E. G. 
Johnson held an evangelistic meeting at Nixa but there were no 
additions made to the congregation. 
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On April 2, 1932, Elizabeth Gibson, one of the charter 
members of the Nixa church, passed away. Her husband (also a 
charter member) had passed away April 28, 1929. His name 
was William K. Gibson. On May 1, 1932, sister Drucilla 
Moore, the wife of evangelist Wade Moore, passed away. She 
was not a member of the Nixa Church of Christ. In December 
of 1932, Brother W. G. Roberts held a meeting at the church 
adding five members to the congregation. They were Neal 
McLean and Earl Fitzpatrick, both by baptism. There were 
three who were added by statement. They were husband and 
wife, Hobart and Lydia McConnell, and Helen Inman. 

In the spring of 1933, the State of Missouri assumed the 
care and maintenance of the road in front of the church. The 
road had been a narrow dirt road with dust and ruts. Under state 
maintenance it was widened and graveled. The road was Nixa's 
main street as well as its main access to the city of Springfield, 
Missouri. 

On September 17, 1933, Onnis V. Stiffler passed away. 
He was one the charter members of the church and also one of 
its first deacons. 

On September 24, 1933, Evangelist Carl Ketcherside 
started a two-week meeting at the Nixa Church of Christ. It was 
one of the most successful meetings in the history of the church 
insofar as to how many members were added. Twenty-seven 
people were baptized and nine were received by statement, 
having been baptized at another time and place. Some of those 
who were baptized, were Clyde Justus, Allen Glenn, Ward 
Glenn, floyd Hasty, Bernice Keltner, Alberta Meek, Corine 
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Meek, Jimmy Moore, Roland Moore, Hazel Stine, and Paul 

Wadkins. Two of those received by statement were Oleta Aven 
and Christine Meek. 

On January 27, 1934, a young man named Harry Young 

and a young woman named Rayma McCounell were united in 

marriage. Though Rayma attended the Church of Christ at that 
time, neither she nor Harry were members of the church. 

On March 31, 1934, Brother James Moore passed away. 

He was one of the charter members of the church and the 
grandfather of Jim, Roland, Witbem, Bob and Paul Moore. He 
and his wife, Annie, are buried in Hazelwood Cemetery in 

Springfield, Missouri. In the spring of 1934 James and Oleta 

Aven moved away from Nixa to a farm at Noble Hill, northwest 

of Springfield, where they remained for seven years before 
returning to Nixa. When they moved back they bought the place 

where Oleta still lives. Oleta says it reminds her of the seven 
years that Jacob worked for Leah and then had to work seven 

more years for Rachel, in Genesis the twenty-ninth chapter. 
Corine Meek was working for and living with some 

people in Springfield, Missouri when she got married. She had 
been dating a young man named Walter Payne for some time. 

He was from Christian County. Corine and Walter decided they 
didn't want anyone to know that they were getting married just 

then, so Corine made an excuse for being off work on April 6, 
1934 and she and Walter went to Hartville, Missouri where they 

were married. That evening Walter returned Corine to the home 
of the people she was working for just as though nothing had, 

changed. Corine continued working until an announcement 
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came out in the Springfield newspaper about a week later. 

When that happened Corine decided she would quit her job and 

become a full-time housewife. 
In October 1934, Carl Ketcherside again held an 

evangelistic meeting at Nixa This time there were eight 

additions to the church. They were Harol Avery, Jewell Avery, 
Glenn Bussard, May Bussard, Leonard Rader, Mable Rader, 

Lester Samuels and Edith Samuels. 
On April 8, 1935, the daughter of John and Clara Hasty, 

Lois Hasty became the wife of Ed Stine. They were married at 
Bolivar, Missouri, by a preacher named Lester Greewood. 

In late October, a two-week meeting was conducted by 

Carl Ketcherside and there were fourteen additions to the 

congregation. Among those added were Helen Fox, Lucy 
Haguewood, Faye Hasty, Leona Hasty, Jack Herndon, Glen 

McConnell, Helen Glenn, Nell Glenn, Louise Wisner, Alma 

Parsons, Clydia Oberlander, Daisy Keltner, Robert Buxton, and 

Doris Bilyeu. 
On November 16, 1935, a young church member named 

Alberta Meek was married to Frank Dunbar. Frank was not a 

member of the church at the time of their marriage, but became a 
member a few years later. 

On May 27, 1936, Guy O'Neil and Thelma Wilcox were 

united in marriage. Guy had been a member of the church since 

1929 and his parents had been members many years before him. 
Thelma became a member at Nixa in 1938. 

The fall meeting in September 1936 was conducted by 
Brother Lloyd Riggins. There were three additions to the 
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congregation. 
In April 1937 , Peggy McConnell, the wife of Russell 

McConnell, placed her membership with the Nixa congregation. 
Then a fall meeting was held by E.M. Zerr from September 19th 
to October 3rd, in which one addition was made. Brother 
Oaude McCroskey placed his membership at Nixa and was 
given a letter of evangelism at the same time. 

On September 18, 1938, Carl Ketcherside began a two

week meeting. Crowds were large with people from all walks of 
life in the community attending, even some from various other 
religions. As a result there were thirty-six added to the church 
membership. Some of those who were baptized were: Victor 
Aven, Allen Boyts, Veda Boyts, Juanita Bussard, Frank 
Dunbar, Hazel Fitzpatrick, Roger Fitzpatrick, Thelma O'Neil, 
Oarence Sissel, Faye Sissel, Lloyd Sissel and John Paul 
Steinert Those received by statement were: Carl Fitzpatrick, 
Mamie Fitzpatrick, Kenneth Inman, Maggie McCroskey, 
Louise Meek and Nell Stine. 

It might be noted that it was not unusual for churches to 
have large crowds during the depression days of the 1930' s, 
especially in a small town like Nixa where entertainment was 
limited and funds for entertainment were even more limited. The 
church meetings not ouly served as evangelistic efforts but for 
many they were an opportunity for a social gathering as well. 

Sometime during 1938, Brother M. F. Keltner passed 
away. The exact date of his death is not known. Brother 
Keltner was a charter member and one of the first deacons of the 
Nixa Church of Christ. 
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On November 11, 1938, Brother W. E. Ballinger, an 
evangelist from Hale, Missouri, came to Nixa to appoint elders. 
The Nixa church already had two elders at that time. They were 
John Ed Bennett and Otis Stine. The two that were appointed 
by Brother Ballinger were Claude McCroskey and George 
Sackett. 

On July 22, 1939, Clyde Justus and Jaunita Bussard 
were married by Claude McCroskey in his home. Clyde and 
Jaunita were both nineteen years old and required the signatures 
of their fathers to get married. 

In October 1939 Brother D. A. Sommer held a two-week 
meeting. Lucy McConnell and Crete McConnell were both 
baptized during that meeting. There were no other additions to 
the church in 1939. Marion Hasty married Mildred Stroup 
November 24, 1939. Earlier in the year on June 28, 1939, the 
church at Nixa lost another of its charter members. John Ed 

Bennett was there when the building was built. He served as . 
one of the elders from 1912 until his death a total of twenty
seven years. John was eighty-three years and two months old a 
the time of his death. For many years he was the official bell 
ringer for the church. He would walk from his home to the 
church on Sunday mornings and ring the bell at the northeast 
comer of the building. After ringing the bell, Brother Bennett 
would get a pitcher from inside the church and go across the 
road to the Halbert Keltner home and borrow a pitcher of water. 
The church had no water in the building at that time. 

During the 1930's and early 1940's, the Leslie Moore 
family did a lot of moving from place to place. For several years 
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they had been living on a farm southwest of Nixa. In 1931, 
Leslie got a job as construction overseer. His job was to build 
United States post office buildings. His first job was located at 
Lamar, Missouri, so the family packed their belongings and 
moved to Lamar. They lived at Lamar for about a year and after 
completing the job there moved to Springfield, Missouri in 
1932. As members of the Church of Christ, they placed 
membership with a church in Springfield. They remained in 
Springfield for about two years, then moved back to the farm at 
Nixa in 1934. Two years later another job opened up and the 
Moore family moved again. This time to Monett, Missouri in 
1936. From Monett they moved to Columbus, Kansas for a 
short stay, then back to Monett in 1937. Oswego, Kansas was 
their home in 1938. After the Post Office was finished at 
Oswego, in early 1939, the family moved to another job at 
Savannah, Missouri. Savannah is located on the old Seventy
One highway about half way between St Joseph and Maryville, 
Missouri. In 1940 the family moved to Pasadena, Texas. Upon 
completion of the job at Pasadena, they moved to Houston, 
Texas in 1941. They lived at Houston, Texas until Wilbem 
Moore graduated from high school in the spring of 1943. The 
family made their final move back to Nixa, Missouri shortly 
after his graduation. 

On February 28, 1940, Brother Paul Haguewood and his 

long time friend and schoolmate, Louise Stevenson, were 
married. When Paul was in his first year of high school, Louise 
was just starting to school in the first grade. As they would 
travel to and from school each day, they would greet each other 
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and sometimes talk about their future. Paul usually rode a horse 
to school and Louise would walk. As Paul would ride by on his 
horse, he would tell Louise, "Some of these days I'm going to 
marry you." When they became grown Paul lived in Springfield 
and worked for a farmer just north of the James River. Louise's 
parents had moved to Republic, Missouri, and Louise got a job 
in Springfield. She and Paul began dating in the late 1930' s and 
dated quite awhile. Then in December 1939, they set the date to 
get married. They were married in the parsonage of the 
Republic Methodist Church, though neither of them were 
Methodist. Soon thereafter they moved to a place just north of 
the James River to live. 

From September 20 to October 4, 1940, an evangelist 
named Harold Shasteen held a two week meeting at the Nixa 
Church of Christ. The result was three additions to the church. 
They were: Talbert Hays, Hiram Jackson, and the above 
mentioned Louise (Stevenson) Haguewood. 

A few days before the beginning of Brother Shasteen's 
meeting on September 16, 1940 the Congress of the United 
States passed the Selective Service Act preparing the United 
States for action in the war in Europe. 

On February 18,1941 Brother floyd Hasty was married 
to Edna Held. Three months later on May 25, 1941, Brother 
George Hasty was married to Verna Mae Adams. 

From September 21 to October 4, 1941, an evangelistic 
meeting was held by Evangelist Carl Ketcherside. There were 
twenty-nine additions to the church. Some of those baptized 
were Thelma McIntosh, Vonda Mae Haguewood, Mary Lou 
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Aven, Jim McCauley, and Marshall Fitzpatrick. Some of those 
added by letters were Thelma Bussard, Tom Keltner, Stella 
Painter, Wilma Jane Stoneman and Carol Mae Stoneman. 

Negotiations to prevent war with Japan had been going 
on for several months when on December 7,1941, the Japanese 
bombed Pearl Harbor in the Hawaiian Islands and Manila in the 
Philippine Islands. The next day President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt in a radio broadcast to the nation asked the Congress 
of the United States to declare war on Japan. The Congress 
responded immediately with a vote of approval with only one no 
vote. Three days later on December 11, 1941, the governments 
of Italy and Germany declared war on the United States. 
America was at war for five years. Church of Christ members 
and their families at Nixa were affected in many ways as were all 
Americans nationwide. 

Some of those from the Nixa congregation who were in 
military service during World War II were Jack Herndon, Roger 
Fitzpatrick, Jimmy Moore, Roland Moore, Wilbern Moore, 
Russell McConnell, and Joe Melton. 

On May 2,1942, Sister Glenn McConnell was married to 
Earl Frazier of Gever, Missouri. They were married at Ozark, 
Missouri, on a very hot day. They married at the home of 
Worth Coughron, the minister who married them. They went 
to Jefferson City, Mo. for their honeymoon, toured the city and 
capitol building and stayed in a hotel. Later on November 29, 
1942, Sister Louise Meek married W. Neal Plank. 

From October 7 to 21 of 1942 Evangelist Carl 
Ketcherside held a meeting at Nixa Some of those baptized 
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were: Glenn Payne, Eula McCauley, Lalia Mae Fitzpatrick, and 

Norma Jean McConnell. There were three received by letter. 
They were Rayma Young, Mrs. Glenn Payne (her first name is 

unknown) and Ed Richmond. 
On January 25, 1943, Sister Wilma Jane Stoneman was 

married to Fountain Gooch. On January 27, 1943, Sister 

Maggie McCroskey passed away. She had been a member of 

the Nixa congregation since 1938. Sister Della J. Keltner also 
passed away in 1943. The date of her death is not known. She 

was another of the charter members of the Nixa Church of 
Christ. 

In 1943, the Leslie Moore family returned from Houston, 

Texas, to make their home at Nixa, Missouri. They had been 
gone from Nixa for seven years. 

On July 12, 1943, Brother Gaude McCroskey resigned 
from the eldership at Nixa. He had been an elder of the 

congregation since November 6, 1938. 
From October 6 to October 20, 1943, Evangelist Carl 

Ketcherside held a meeting at the Nixa Church of Christ 

resulting in four additions to the congregation. They were Lucy 
Haguewood by baptism and Will A ven, Dora A ven, and Gordon 

Dunham who each presented a letter. 
Sometime in the spring of 1944, the road in front of the 

church building was paved. It had been under the care and 
maintenance of the state since 1933 but had always been a gravel 
road. 

On June 6, 1944, American troops landed in France. 
That day became known as "D-Day". It proved to be the 
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beginning of the end for Adolf Hitler's Nazi government. 
From September 10 to 24, 1944, Evangelist William J. 

Hensley held a meeting at Nixa resulting in two additions by 
letter of recommendation. They were Brother Linville 
McCafferty and his wife Erma McCafferty. 

On February 21, 1945, Elders Otis Stine and George 
Sackett both resigned the office of eldership leaving the Nixa 
congregation without elders. Evangelist Carl Ketcherside 
appointed Brothers John Hasty, Carl Fitzpatrick, and Gordon 
Dunham as leaders of the congregation until elders could be 
appointed. 

On May 3, 1945, Brother Ivan Fox presented a letter of 
commendation and was accepted as a member of the Nixa 
congregation. 

On May 8, 1945, just eleven months after American 
troops landed in France, Germany unconditionally surrendered 
to Allied Forces, ending the war in Europe. 

From July 30 to August 12, 1945, Evangelist Carl 
Ketcherside held a meeting at the Nixa Church of Christ 
resulting in fourteen additions. Those baptized were Herman 
Throneberry, Lois Throneberry, Betty Lou Throneberry, Jerry 
Boyts, Nadine Stine, Irene Bussard, Joan Dunham, Dixie Lee 

Aven and Mildred Moore. Those received by statement were 
Hobert McConnell, Lydia McConnell, Russell McConnell, 
Peggy McConnell and Artie Inman. These last five additions 
were the entire membership of the Shamrock Church of Christ 
which had been meeting southwest of Nixa. 

After the war in Europe had ended, America continued to 
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fight the war against the Japanese in the South Pacific. After 

calling for the Japanese to surrender for several days without a 
response, finally on August 6, 1945, the first atomic bomb to be 

used in warfare was dropped on Hiroshima, Japan. After 
waiting three more days for a surrender with no results the 

United States dropped the second atomic bomb on Nagasaki, 
Japan, on August 9, 1945. Terms of the Japanese surrender 

were signed on the battleship "Missouri" on August 14, 1945. 

World War II was finally over. 
On December 20, 1945, Evangelist Carl Ketcherside 

appointed Brother Will Inman to act as leader of the Nixa 

Church of Christ congregation in addition to the previously 
selected leaders. The new leadership consisted of Will Inman, 

Gordon Dunham, John Hasty, and Carl Fitzpatrick. 
At a business meeting held February 20, 1946, plans 

were made to set aside funding for construction of two 
classrooms and a basement at the back of the church building. 

These plans also included the installation of an oil-buming 
furnace to heat the entire church. 

In March of 1946, the members of the church decided to 

-begin a midweek evening service. They chose to meet on 
Thursday evenings. 

Sister Virgie Faye Hasty, the daughter of John and Oara 
Hasty, was married to Milo R. Spindler on April 20, 1946. 

At the above mentioned business meeting of the church 
held on February 20, 1946, it had been decided to join with 
Springfield and Ozark congregations for the purpose of holding 

rotating monthly singings and basket dinners. The month of 
34 



April was designated as Nixa's month for that meeting. Saw 
horses would be set up on either the north or south side of the 
church with boards placed across these to serve as tables. 
Church members brought in home cooked food for the dinners. 
There still was no running water or refrigeration in the church 
building. There was usually a need for some of the women or 
young girls to use a leafy branch from a tree, or a towel to keep 
the flies away from the food at those basket dinners. 

On May 9, 1946, Vema Mae Hasty, the wife of George 
Hasty presented a letter of commendation to the church at Nixa 
and was received into the membership. 

In July 1946, at a business meeting of the church, Carl 
Fitzpatrick was authorized to purchase and install an electric 
clock at the back of the church. This purchase was probably the 
first appliance of any kind for the church. 

From November 10 to 24, 1946 Evangelist Richard Kerr 
held a gospel meeting at Nixa. Records show two baptisms on 
November 24. They were Archie Owen and Edna Lee Owen. 

Evangelist Carl Ketcherside who had been acting as chief 
advisor to the church leaders whom he had appointed in 
February of 1945, resigned from that position at a business 
meeting of the church on October 1, 1946. The church still had 
no eldership. 

On August 24, 1947, Joan Trimble was baptized by Allen 
Boyts. She was taken to Springfield for the baptism because the 
church at Nixa had no baptistry. 

At 4:00 P.M. Sunday, Leona Hasty and Richard 
Bowman of Springfield were married in the home of Leona's 
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sister, Opal Dunham. Evangelist Eddie Buttram performed the 

ceremony. It was an extremely hot afternoon on that August 24, 
1947, with thunderstorms developing in the evening. The 

newlyweds left to spend their honeymoon at Noel, Missouri. 

From September 21 to October 5, 1947, an evangelistic 

meeting was held at the Nixa Church of Christ by Evangelist 

Bob Duncan. There were five additions to the church as a result 

of that meeting. Marcia Painter, Bob Glidewell and Ronald 

Rogers were baptized and Homer McConnell and his wife, 

Elsie, were received by a letter of commendation. 
On November 2, 1947, Brother Wilbern Moore and Ruth 

Meachem were married. 

On December 14 and 15, 1947, Evangelist Bernell 

Weems held a two-day meeting. Betty Wadkins, the wife of 

Brother Paul Wadkins was added to the membership of the 

church by letter of commendation. 

Lalla Stine, the wife of former elder Otis Stine, passed 

away May 16,1947, and was buried in Richwood Cemetery. 

On May 16, 1948, Sister Lalia Fitzpatrick, the daughter 

of Carl and Mamie Fitzpatrick, was married to Frank Thomas. 

On August 8, 1948, Carl Fitzpatrick baptized two young women. 

They were Ginger Jones and Dorothy McSpadden. 

By the middle of August the two new classrooms and the 

basement were completed with the installation of an oil-burning 

furnace in the basement. A new door had been cut through the 

wall at the back of the auditorium leading to the new part of the 

building. Funds for the furnace, as well as the other materials 

for the addition, were raised by the members making 
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contributions and loans for that purpose. There are records that 
show some of those contributions. The labor of building the 

addition was also contributed by the members. One of the 
members who helped lay the concrete blocks for the basement 

found out too late that he had lost his wallet down inside the 

block wall. His name was Kenneth Inman and his wallet 
contained a twenty-dollar bill. 

From October 24 to November 12, 1948, Evangelist Bob 

Duncan held a gospel meeting resulting in twelve baptisms. 

They were Wilma Jean Inman, Lois Grace Aven, J.D. 
Fitzpatrick, Doris Glenn, Maggie Sue Avery, Vineta Payne, 

Betty Payne, Bob Moore, Paul Moore, Tommy McConnell, Sue 

McConnell and Charles Throneberry. Frank Willoughby and 

Laura Willoughby placed membership by letter. 
Sometime in November of 1948, fluorescent lights were 

installed in all the church building. 

On January 16, 1949, Esther Hollingshead presented a 

letter of commendation and became a member of the Nixa 
Church of Christ. 

On May 7, 1949, Evangelist L. C. Roberts officially 

accepted the oversight of the Nixa Congregation. In August of 
1949, Brother Roberts conducted a vacation Bible school for the 
young people of the community along with gospel preaching 

services at night. It was a three-week meeting resulting in one 

baptism. Jack Moore was baptized on August 21, 1949. 
From September 25 to October 7, 1949, Evangelist 

Bemell Weems held a gospel meeting at the church. There were 
no additions. 
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Nixa Church of Christ 1920's 

Nixa Church of Christ 1930' s 



Front row L. to R. Merle Dean Clark, Joann Dunham, Frank Dunbar, Nadine Stine, Mary Jane 
McLain, Irene Glenn. Back Row L. to R. Lois Wallace, Leona Hasty, Alma Parsons, Jack Herndon, 
Kenneth Majors, Fay Hasty, unknown, Jack McLain, Helen Fox, Nell Glenn, Verna Lee Clark, 
Velma Ann Stoneman 



Frank Dunbar, Bill Butts, Jimmy King, Dick Arndt, Paul Moore, Bill Mitchem, Marion Kerr, 
Bob Duncan 

Joe Little, Dixie Aven, Maggie Sue Avery, Luanna A ven, Mary Alice Turner, Joleta McDonald, 
Janice Jenkins 

Marcia Painter Joan f)l1nham~ I .ois (;me.. Aven ~ Delores (;han~ Nadine St.ine. Phvllis Cutbirth 
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1998 Nixa Church of Christ Members 

Tom Allen 
Marilyn Allen 
Shelly Allen 
Mike Allen 
Jeff Allen 
Chris Allen 
Maxine Allen 
Nancy Atwood 
OletaAven 
Leona Bowman 
Barry Brownsberger 
Wendell Carey 
Daudette Carey 
Melissa Carey 
David Cannichael 
Karen Cannichael 
Eldon Cox 
Shirley Cox 
Rowena Ellingsworth 
Rex Farthing 
Nadine Farthing 
Kevin Farthing 
Earl Frazier 
Glenn Frazier 
Jane Gooch 
Louise Haguewood 
ElmerHarp 
Charlene Harp 
BruceHarp 
Connie Harp 
Jack Herndon 
Myra Herndon 
Carol Hunt 
Lori Hunt 
Joe Hunt 
Susan Jones 
Elizabeth Jones 

Jennifer Jones 
Steve Kozal 
Denise KoLai 
Debbie Krasser 
Katie Krasser 
Winford Lee 
Reba Lee 
Jenna Lemmons 
Joe little 
Dixie little 
Travis little 
Rhonda little 
Bill Long 
Sue Long 
Deana Maples 
Cheryl McOease 
Zach McOease 
Sara McDease 
Jim Moore 
Mary Ellen Moore 
Wilbern Moore 
Steve Moore 
Bob Moore 
Nancy Moore 
Ruth Moore 
Dayton Moore 
Idola Muffin 
Edna Owen 
Archie Owen 
Walter Payne 
Corine Payne 
Charley Payne 
Jennifer Payne 
Emily Payne 
Roger Rinkenbaugh 
Angie Trumble 
Lois Stine 

Tina Stowers 
Jim Wallace 
Charles Waterworth 
Lois Waterworth 
Leslie Waterworth 
Kurt Watson 
RaymaYoung 
David Young 
Pam Young 
Abby Young 



Cliavter 5 .. 

!From 1950 to 1969 

There were two preachers and one singing instructor that 

worked with the Nixa Church of Christ in 1950. They were 
L.c. Roberts, C. R. Turner and Roy Harris. In late May of 
1950 Evangelist L. C. Roberts and his wife conducted the 
vacation Bible school with the help of Brother Roy Harris. In 
addition to helping with vacation Bible school Brother Roy 
Harris also conducted singing instructions and song leading to 
the entire church. During the Bible school services there were 
three additions to the congregation. Elba Moore, Stella Moore 
and Jake Painter all placed their membership with a letter of 
commendation. 

In July 1950, the Nixa Church of Christ experienced 
something new. At 3:30 P.M. on Sunday afternoon July 9, 
1950 the first wedding ever to be conducted in the building was 
presided over by Evangelist Bob Duncan of Bloomington, 
Illinois. The young couple getting married were Joe Holland 
little and Dixie Lee A ven. The church members were present as 
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guests and there were twenty-four people in the wedding party. 

After the ceremony a reception was held at the home of the 
bride's parents, James and Oleta Aven. The newlyweds moved 
to Gever, Missouri to live. 

On September 3, 1950 through the 17th of September, 
1959 Evangelist C.R Turner held a gospel meeting resulting in 
four additional members. They were Betty Steinert, Jean 
Bussard, Jimmy Dunham, and Beulah Fitzpatrick. The first 
three were baptized and Beulah Fitzpatrick presented a letter. 

On October 15, 1950 Billy Haworth was baptized in 
Springfield by Brother Sam Lawing. Billy placed his 
membership with the Nixa Church of Christ. 

On October 29, 1950 Evangelist Fred Killebrew held a 
preaching service resulting in the baptism of Jenna Tatum. 

On December 23, 1950 Bill Meek and Iva Lee Gold were 
married. Neither of them were members of the church at that 
time. 

On January 20,1951 Viola Allen placed her membership 
with the church at Nixa 

On February 11, 1951 in a business meeting of the 
church, it was decided that restroorns should be built on at the 
back of the church basement. This project was completed some 
time in March and for the first time there was plumbing and 

running water in the church building. In the month of May 
1951, the outside toilets were sold for twelve dollars and fifty 
cents each. 

From May 28 to June 9, 1951 Brother Jim Mabry 
conducted a vacation Bible school for the young people of the 
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church. In the evenings Brother Roy Harris conducted song 
practice and song leading classes. 

On June 23, 1951 Brother James (Jimmy) Moore was 
married to Mary Ellen Melton. Mary was the daughter of Wade 
and Effie Melton. On July 29, 1951 two young women became 
members of the Church of Christ at Nixa They were Jeanette 
Tatum and Luanna Aven. Both were baptized by Brother James 
Baysinger. 

From October 7 to 21 Evangelist Carl Ketcherside held a 
gospel meeting. There were five baptisms. Two on October 14 
and three on October 21. They were Janelle Boyts, Leslie 
Haguewood, Shirley Clayton, Keith Young and Delmar Allen. 
On the last two days of the meeting there were visitors from 
other congregations in Oklahoma, Kansas, Illinois and 
Missouri. 

On October 23, 1951 Evangelist L. C. Roberts resigned 
the oversight of the Nixa congregation and Evangelist Fred 
Killebrew accepted the oversight. 

Evangelist C. R.Turner was asked to come to Nixa on 
February 1, 1952 and to remain there for four months doing 

what he could to preach and teach the gospel in Christian 
County. About three weeks of his time was spent preaching at 
Gever, Missouri, in the theater building there. 

On March 7, 1952 Evangelist Fred Killebrew appointed 
elders and deacons at the Nixa Church of Christ Brothers 
Gordon Dunham and Kenneth Inman were ordained as elders 
and brothers Leslie Moore and Carl Fitzpatrick as deacons. 

On March 8, 1952 Roland Moore and Rena Wood were 
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married. On March 17, 1952 Brother Hany Mooney passed 

away. He was survived by his wife, Geraldine (Herndon) 
Mooney. 

Evangelist Jim Mabry and his wife, Lee, conducted 
vacation Bible school from May 19, until May 24, 1952 with the 
teaching assistance of Beulah Fitzpatrick, Ella Mae Steinert and 
Christine Inman. There were four additions to the congregation 
by letters of commendation. They were Patsy Willis, Dola 
Pride, Ola Pride and Wilbem Moore. Wilbem had been baptized 
by Murphy Phillips at Houston, Texas on May 10,1941. All of 
the above placed their membership at Nixa May 25, 1952. 

On May 29, 1952 Brother James Baysinger and Luanna 
Aven were married at the home of James and Oleta Aven, the 
parents of the bride. They were joined in marriage by Evangelist 
C. R. Turner. After the wedding the couple spent their 
honeymoon at Camdenton, Missouri at the Lake of the Ozarks 

area. 
From September 26 to October 9, 1952 Evangelist 

Harold Shasteen held a gospel meeting at Nixa. There were no 
additions at that time. 

Otis Stine, the father of Lawrence Stine and grandfather 
of Nadine (Stine) Farthing, passed away October 1, 1952. 

On November 11, 1952 Henry Boren and his wife 
Martha placed their membership with the church at Nixa. 

Evangelist Kenneth Van Deusen held development 
classes from January 4 to 18, 1953 at Nixa. During that period 
of classes Elder Kenneth Inman decided he had not been 
properly baptized some years past in the Baptist Church. He 
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resigned the office of eldership on January 11, 1953 and was 
baptized that same afternoon by Henry Boren for the remission 
of sins. At the end of the two week development class on 
January 18, 1953 Evangelist Kenneth Van Deusen ordained 
Leslie Moore as an elder and re-ordained Kenneth Inman as an 
elder to serve with elder Gordon Dunham. At the same service 
he ordained John O'Neil to serve with Carl Fitzpatrick as 
deacon. 

On April 12, 1953 Mary Asher was baptized by Henry 
Boren. On May 4, 1953 Elder Kenneth Inman resigned from the 
office of elder at Nixa and moved his family to Independence, 
Missouri where he, his wife, Norma, and their daughter Wilma 
Jean placed their membership at the 601 South Liberty Church 
of Christ in Independence. 

On June 24, 1953 Bill Meek was baptized by Henry 
Boren into the body of Christ In late September 1953 a 
hardwood floor was laid and sanded in the auditorium of the 
Nixa Church of Christ. 

On February 23, 1954 Brother Carl Fitzpatrick resigned 
the office of deacon of the Nixa Church of Christ. 

On Sunday afternoon April 4, 1954 Evangelist Edward 
Buttram made additional appointments of officers at the request 
of the existing elders of the church. Brother Buttram then gave 
instructions to the congregation in general and then directed his 
remarlcs to those to be appointed. Brother Buttram stated that 
he would not appoint anyone if a scriptura1 objection was given 
orally or written against a man. Upon receiving no objections 
Brother Buttram then officially appointed 
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Frank Dunbar as an elder and Ed Richmond as a deacon. 

On April 18, 1954 a beautiful Easter Sunday Jack 
Herndon and Myra Creed exchanged wedding vows. Brother 

Edward Buttram performed the ceremony at the North National 

Church of Christ in Springfield, Missouri. After the ceremony 
the couple left for a one· week honeymoon in New Orleans, 
Louisiana. Upon their return to Springfield they moved into an 

apartment at 813 East Loren until the house they were having 

built was finished in September 1954. They still live in that first 

home. 
Evangelist Jim Mabry and his wife Lee again held the 

vacation Bible school at Nixa from June 4-10,1954. During that 
meeting he baptizC:d Kenneth Richmond and Ethel Mae 

Richmond. 

Iva Lee Meek was baptized August 8, 1954 by Evangelist 
Fred Killebrew. On July 25,1954 James D. Plank the infant son 

of Neal Plank and Louise (Meek) Plank passed away and was 

buried in Patterson Cemetery. On September 6, 1954 John 

O'Neil passed away. He was one of the deacons of the 
congregation and had served in that capacity for one year and 
seven months. 

Evangelist Bill Hensley began a two week meeting at the 

Nixa Church of Christ on October 3, 1954. There was one 

baptism during that meeting. On October 6, 1954 Rex Farthing 

was baptized by Elder Frank Dunbar. Later on in October 
brother Bob Moore baptized Wesley Harp in the James River 
north of Nixa on October 27, 1954. 

On November 25, 1954 another wedding was held at the 
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church building. Nadine Stine and Rex Farthing exchanged 

vows at 3:00 P.M. Thanksgiving Day. A reception was held at 

the home of Lawrence and Nell Stine, the parents of the bride. 

After the reception the couple spent three days at Hot Springs, 

Arkansas. 

Mary Ellen Moore, the wife of Jimmy Moore, became a 

member of the Nixa Church of Christ by making a statement to 

the elders on November 28, 1954. 

Starting on April 17, 1955 Evangelist Paul Ketcherside 

conducted a meeting at Nixa. During that meeting Hans Keithley 

was baptized and his wife, Anson Keithley placed her 

membership with the congregation. 

In late May, Evangelist Paul Ketcherside returned to 

Nixa to hold vacation Bible school. On June 6, 1955 Brother 

Ketcherside baptized two people. They were Ray Painter and 

his wife Maxine Painter. During the month of September 1955 a 

new seating arrangement was installed in the auditorium New 

pews were purchased and new carpet installed in the front of the 

building and in all the aisles. 

Sometime during 1955 another of the charter members of 

the Nixa Church of Christ passed away. She was Retta Stiffler. 

The date of her death is not known. 

The fall meeting that usually was held in October was 

canceled in 1955. Brother C.R Turner had been scheduled to 

hold that meeting but his wife, Roxie, had become very ill in 

Illinois. 

On May 5, 1956, two members of the Nixa Church of 

Christ were married to each other. They were Keith Young and 
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Doris Glenn. Brother Jim Baysinger performed the wedding 

ceremony. 
Vacation Bible school in late June of 1956 was 

conducted by Evangelist Wilford Landes of the Blue Ridge 

Church of Christ in Raytown, Missouri. 

In the early part of October new aluminum communion 
trays and contribution plates were purchased by the church 

replacing the wooden collection plates. 

From October 12 to November 4, 1956 a gospel meeting 

was held by Evangelist Robert Brumback. As a result of that 
meeting there were four people baptized on November 4th. They 

were Judy Frazier, Sandra Dunbar, Peggy O'Neil and Joe 

Steinert. Gary Anderson and Lois Aven were married at the 
Church by Jim Baysinger on December 30, 1956. 

On March 18, 1957 a new pulpit stand was placed on the 
speakers platform at the Nixa church. 

From June 17 to 27, 1957 vacation Bible school was 

presided over by Evangelist Bob Duncan with preaching each 
evening. On June 26 Charley Payne and Myra Herndon were 
baptized by Brother Duncan at the North National Church of 
Christ. 

On August 22, 1957, the installation of ceiling fans in the 
auditorium was completed. In late September and early October 

of 1957 Evangelist Robert Brumback conducted a two week 

meeting. No record of any additions. On January 27, 1958 
former elder Oaude McCroskey passed away. He was the 
grandfather of Nadine (Stine) Farthing. 

In June ofl958 brother Ray Duffy and his wife 
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conducted a vacation Bible school from June 1 to 14. A third 
week was devoted to personal visitations. 

On June 6, 1958 Bob Moore and Nancy Owens were 
married at a Methodist Church by Minister Herbert Hillme. The 
couple spent their honeymoon in Oklahoma. 

On July 27, 1958 Grace Aven passed away. She had 
been a member since September 1917, one month short of 41 

years. 
Starting on September 28, 1958, Evangelist CR Turner 

began a two week meeting at Nixa. He instructed the 
congregation in the work of the church. There were no new 
members added. 

On February 1, 1959 Rena Moore the wife of Roland 
Moore placed her membership with the Nixa congregation by 
letter of commendation from the North National Church of 
Christ. 

Vacation Bible school was conducted at Nixa from July 
19 to August 2, 1959 by Evangelist Wilford Landes assisted by 
Wilbur and Gwen Swearingin and Dora Moore. During the 
vacation Bible school and evening services Wilbur and Gwen 
Swearingin placed their membership with the church at Nixa 
with a letter from the church at Claycomo, Missouri. 

On September 24, 1959 Clara Hasty departed this earthly 
life. She was survived by her husband John and eight children. 

On November 8,1959 Daryl Gooch the son of Fount and 
Jane Gooch was baptized by Allen Boyts. Earlier in the year on 
May 31, 1959 Sally Groves placed her membership at Nixa. 

On February 26, 1960 a Bible study was begun with 
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Evangelist Wilford Landes. The study ended March 12th with 
no additions at that time. Then on March 27, 1960 Wilma Jane 
Gooch placed her membership with the Nixa Church of Christ 

On April 25, 1960 Sister Lula Keltner passed away. She 
had been another of the charter members of the church in 1912. 
Fourteen days after the death of Sister Keltner another member 
passed away. She was Sister Ida Staton. 

Vacation Bible school began on May 23, 1960 with 
Evangelist Wilford Landes. There was no record of the results 
or who assisted him. 

A two week gospel meeting was held at the Nixa Church 
from December 5 to December 19, 1960. Evangelist Bill Hensley 
conducted that meeting. On December 14, 1960 Mike Frazier 
was baptized by Brother Hensley. 

On June 18, 1961 several members of the Church of 

Christ at Nixa formed a new group and started meeting at 
another location. Those members that remained with the church 
at 313 North Main street in Nixa were seventy-six in number. 

On August 27, 1961 additional officers were appointed by 
Evangelist James Baysinger. Brother John Hasty was appointed 
to the eldership. Carl Fitzpatrick, Lawrence Stine, Jack Herndon 
and Rex Farthing were appointed as deacons. Brothers Leslie 
Moore and Frank Dunbar were already serving as elders and 
there were no deacons until these appointments. 

Evangelist Winford Lee held a one week meeting at Nixa 
from September 5 to II. No records of additions. 

On September 13 the furnace in the church basement was 
converted from oil to natural gas. 
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From September 17 to 22 Evangelist Kenneth Van 
Deusen held a meeting at Nixa resulting in four additions. 
Nancy Moore was baptized and Robert Ditto, Fern Ditto and 
Bobbie Ditto placed their membership at Nixa. All of those 
additions were on September 20, 1961. In December Evangelist 
Bill Hensley held a one week meeting at Nixa. On December 18, 
1961 Myra Mitchell was baptized by Brother Hensley. 

In 1962 there were four meetings held throughout the 
year, each of them for five days. They were conducted by the 
following evangelist: Winford Lee from April 3 to 9, and Jim 
Baysinger conducted vacation Bible school in late May. Then 
from October 2 to 7 Winford Lee of Martinsville, Indiana led the 
ceremonies of the fIftieth anniversary of the Nixa Church of 
Christ that was begun in October 1912. Other speakers were 
George Kreeger and Joe Boothe, both of Independence, 
Missouri, Ray Turner from Raytown, Missouri, James 
Baysinger from the Ozark congregation and Wilbur Swearingin 
of the Nixa congregation. Of the seven surviving charter 
members four were in attendance at the anniversary gathering. 
They were Mrs. Artie (Bennett) Sackett, Mrs. Elsie (Bennett) 
Moore, Mrs. Geraldine (Herndon) Mooney and Brother Leslie 
Moore all of Nixa. Other charter members not present were Paul 

Bennett, Gertrude (Herndon) McFarland and florence 
(Herndon) Jones. 

From November 24 to 30, 1962 Evangelist Tom Dennis 
of Bethlehem, Iowa conducted a one week meeting. There were 
no additions recorded for the 1962 year. 

From April 21 to 26, 1963 Evangelist Tom Dennis held a 
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gospel meeting at Nixa , with good lessons from the Bible. On 

May 19, 1963 Ella Winnegar placed her membership at Nixa 
Bob Moore had given the talk and the invitation that morning. 

From June 24 to July 3 Nixa held its annual vacation 
Bible school. Brother Lawrence Swearingin conducted the 
school with the assistance of Nancy Moore, Rayrna Young, 
Leona Bowman, Nadine Farthing and Myra Herndon. There 
were sixty four students enrolled with an average attendance of 
forty six. 

Evangelist C. R. Turner held a one week gospel meeting 
at Nixa from August 12 to 17,1963. There were no additions. 
On August 19, 1963 Sister Florence (Herndon) Jones passed 
away. She was one of the charter members of the Nixa 
congregation. 

On October 6, 1963 Brother Allen Glenn passed away. 
He was survived by his wife, Vesta Glenn and his daughter, 
Doris (Glenn) Young. From December 6 to 11 1963 Evangelist 
Bill Hensley held a gospel meeting. No additions to the church. 
On Sunday morning December 9, 1963 Vina Evans placed her 
membership with the Nixa congregation. 

In December 1963 Bill Hensley began making tapes for 
broadcasting over radio stations. These tapes contained sermons 
on various subjects. The Nixa Church of Christ paid for the 
making of these tapes and in January of 1964 began broadcasting 
over radio station KITS in Springfield, Missouri. Through 
succeeding years the radio tapes were rotated on a monthly basis 
to several Churches of Christ throughout the Midwest. Some of 
these radio stations that broadcast the tapes were KGMT in 
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Fairway, Nebraska, KOFO in Ottawa, Kansas, KCHI at 
Chillicothe, Missouri. KIRX at Kirksville, Missouri, KCOG at 
Centerville, Iowa and on KITS at Springfield, Missouri. 

. Evangelist Thomas Dennis held a meeting at Nixa from 
April 4 to 10, 1964. Then on June 1 through 8 Evangelist 
Kenneth Van Deusen conducted vacation Bible school. From 
August 6 to 14,1964 Evangelist C. R. Turner held an eight day 
meeting at Nixa Then in October from 3 to 9 Evangelist 
Winford Lee of Martinsville, Indiana held a week of preaching. 
There were no weddings, no deaths and no addition of members 
to the congregation in 1964. 

Carl Fitzpatrick was ordained an elder on December 6, 

1964. 
On June 23, 1965 Artie (Bennett) Sackett passed away. 

She was one of the original twenty five charter members of the 
Nixa Church of Christ. Her death leaves only five remaining 
charter members. 

Myra Mitchell and Ivan Fail were married at the Nixa 
Church of Christ by Evangelist Wilbur Swearingen on 
September 19, 1965 on a very hot day. The couple went to 
Colorado on their honeymoon. 

From October 3-10 , 1965 Evangelist Bill Hensley held 
a gospel meeting at Nixa. Six days later on October 16 , 1965 
Herbert A ven was baptized by Jim Baysinger at the Center 
Point Church of Christ at Rogersville, Missouri. He was the 
father of James Aven and was eighty-one years old. 

On April 22, 1966 COl\struction was started on the 
installation of a baptistry and a paneled partition at the front of 
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the church auditorium. 

On June 5, 1966 checks were written for the final 

expenses on the above mentioned baptistry and partition. The 

total cost of the project was three thousand four hundred, ten 

dollars and twenty-four cents ($3,410.24) according to business 

meeting minutes. 

On April 2, 1966 Evangelist Thomas Dennis began a 

meeting of six nights of gospel preaching ending on April 8th. 

In August Evangelist C.R Tumer held a six night preaching 

service. Then on October 11,1966 Evangelist Winford Lee held 

a nightly preaching service ending on October 17. 

There were no new members added to the congregation. 

No deaths and no weddings were recorded in 1966. 

On May 7, 1967 Ruth (Wallace) Moore presented a 

statement and became a member of the Nixa Church of Christ. 

From June 4 to 18, 1967 vacation Bible school was 

conducted by Evangelist Winford Lee. Assisting Brother Lee 
were Nancy Moore, Luanna Baysinger, Myra Herndon, and 
Ruth Moore. Preaching services were held each evening during 

this meeting. 

From August 8 to 23, 1967 another two week meeting 

was held at Nixa by Evangelist Winford Lee. This was a gospel 

meeting with preaching every night. During this meeting there 

were two baptisms. The first was Marsha Farthing (8-22-67) 

the daughter of Rex and Nadine Farthing. Marsha Farthing's 

baptism was the first in the new baptistry which was installed in 

1966. The other baptism of that meeting was the next evening on 

August 23, 1967. Herbert Cozort was baptized into the body of 
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Christ. Both were baptized by Brother Lee. 

On September 10, 1967 Debra Little, daughter of Joe and 
Dixie Little, was baptized at Nixa by her uncle, James 

Baysinger. 
On November 23, 1967 James Herbert Aven passed 

away. He was the father of James Aven. 
From January 23 to 31, 1968 Evangelist Winford Lee 

held development classes and evening preaching services. From 

June 1 to 14, 1968 Evangelist Kenneth Thompson conducted 

vacation Bible classes. There was no record of those who 
assisted in that work. From August 11 to 23, 1968 Evangelist 

Tom Dennis conducted a gospel preaching meeting. There were 

two baptisms. Susan Cozort was baptized on Saturday evening 

August 17, 1968. On August 23, 1968 Cheryl Herndon was 
baptized. Both were baptized by Thomas Dennis. 

On November 10, 1968 Evangelist James Baysinger 

baptized his nephew Rex Little. 
On January 23, 1968 Sister Lucy McConnell passed 

away. She had been a member at Nixa since October 1939. 

From February 1 to 13, 1969 Evangelist Wilford Landes 

conducted a Bible study at Nixa. Brother Landes was with the 
Gregory Boulevard Church of Christ in Raytown, Missouri. 

On June 6, Evangelist Dwain Stoops began a one week 

vacation Bible School. On June 8 David Young was baptized by 
Brother Dwain Stoops at an evening preaching service. 

On June 6, 1969 Brother Charley Payne and Alberta 

Head drove to Miami, Oklahoma and were married. Alberta's 
parents knew about it but as far as Charley was concerned it was 
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an elopement His parents did not know. Charley and Alberta 

were married by Minister Earl Ferris at Miami. They spent their 

honeymoon at Branson, Missouri. 
On July 30, 1969, Wayne Barrickman, his wife, Fronia 

(Tony) and their daughter, Susan Roderick, all placed their 

membership with the Nixa Church of Christ. On July 31,1969 
Sister Ola Pride passed away. She had been a member of Nixa 

since May 25, 1952. On September 13, 1968 the installation of 
air conditioning was completed, and the congregation could 

worship in cool comfort for the first time. On October 16, 
Brother Dola Pride passed away. He was the husband of sister 

Ola Pride mentioned above. He too had been a member of the 
Nixa church since May 25, 1952. 

On October 6, 1969 Evangelist C. R Turner began a 
two week Bible study that ended October 18. There were no 

additions during the meeting, however, eight days after the 

meeting sister Wilma Cozort, her daughter, Rebecca Cozort and 
sister Carol Hunt all placed their membership with the church at 
Nixa. On November 26, 1969 Brother Frank Swearingin and 
wife, Lois placed their membership with the Nixa Church of 
Christ They were the parents of Brother Wilbur SWearingin 
who was already a member. 
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Cliapter6 

!from 1970 to 1998 

From June 22-26, 1970 Evangelist Dwain Stoops 

conducted vacation Bible school. He was assisted by Eldon 
Cox and Leona Bowman. On July 1,1970, Brother Eldon Cox 
and his wife, Shirley placed their membership at the Nixa 
Church of Christ by a letter from the congregation at Brookfield, 
Missouri. Later that month on July 26, 1970, Bruce Robison 
placed his membership at Nixa. 

On August 2, 1970, Curtis Bowman, the son of Richard 
and Leona Bowman was baptized at the Nixa Church of Christ 
by Brother Wilbur Swearingin. From October 3 to 16, 1970, 
Evangelist Winford Lee held a gospel meeting at Nixa. The 
result was two additions to the church. They were Linda Cozort 
on October 13 and Larry Moore on October 14. 

On February 14, 1971, Charles and Lois Waterworth 
placed their membership at the Nixa Church of Christ by letter 
from the 60 1 South Liberty Church of Christ in Independence, 
Missouri. On May 23, 1971, Evangelist Tom Dennis held a one 
week meeting. On Friday evening May 28, 1971, Melissa 
Herndon, the daughter of Jack and Myra Herndon was baptized 
into Christ by Brother Dennis. On Sunday June 13,1971, 
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Patricia Moore, the daughter of Roland and Rena Moore was 
baptized by Brother Wilbur Swearingin. 

Brother Dwain Stoops conducted vacation Bible school 
at Nixa starting on June 20 and ending on June 25. It is not 
known who assisted him in that work. On Sunday July 25, 1971 
Diane Young, the daughter of Keith and Doris Young was 
baptized into Christ by Rex Farthing. 

Seymore McConnell the husband of Crete McConnell 
placed his membership with the Nixa Church of Christ on 
Sunday, September 5, 1971. From September 26 to October 8, 
1971, Evangelist Tom Dennis held a gospel meeting at Nixa. 
There were no baptisms but eight new members were added to 
the congregation by letters of commendation. On October 1, 
1971 Bill Rogers, Dixie Rogers, Mike Rogers, Marita Rogers and 
Idola Murfin all were received from the Summersville Church of 
Christ. On October 3, 1971 Dale Loney, Betty Lou Loney and 
James Loney were received. 

On Sunday November 28,1971, Brother Rex Farthing 
baptized Jeffrey Cozort, the son of Wilma and Herbert Cozort. 

There were three deaths recorded in 1971 of members or 
former members of the Nixa Church of Christ. They were 
Brother Frank Swearingin killed in an automobile accident at 
Ozark, Missouri. Brother Ward Glenn passed away in August 
and George Sackett, a former member and elder of the Nixa 
Church. 

On January 23, 1972, Rebecca Loney the daughter of 
Dale and Betty Loney was baptized into Christ by her father, 
Dale Loney. 
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Records show that as of May 10, 1972, radio tapes 
containing gospel sermons by Bill Hensley and mailed to 
various congregations were being broadcast over KGMf 
Fairway, Nebraska, KOFO Ottawa, Kansas, KCHI Chillicothe, 
Missouri, KlRX Kirksville, Missouri and KCOG Centerville, 
Iowa These tapes were being sponsored and mailed by the 
Nixa congregation. 

From June 5-17, 1972, Evangelist Tom Dennis 
conducted Nixa's vacation Bible School. He also preached 
gospel messages each evening. During that meeting there were 
four new members added to the congregation by baptism. They 
were Mary Cozort, Karen Farthing, Mark Moore and Steven 
Moore. All were baptized by Tom Dennis. On August 6, 
1972, Paula (Waterworth) Stephens and her husband, Charles 
placed their membership at Nixa. 

On October 2, 1972, Evangelist Bill Hensley began a two 
week meeting at Nixa. During that meeting there were two 
additions to the congregation. They were Judy Moore, the wife 
of Brother Paul Moore. Judy placed her membership by letter 
on October 12th. On that same evening J.e. Compton was 
baptized by Brother Hensley. 

During this same meeting on October 8, 1972 additional 
officers were ordained by Evangelist Bill Hensley. They were, 
Jack Herndon and Rex Farthing ordained as elders and Bob 
Moore and Herbert Cozort ordained as deacons. The office of 
eldership now was comprised of Frank Dunbar, John Hasty, 
Leslie Moore, Carl Fitzpatrick, Jack Herndon and Rex Farthing. 
The office of deacons consisted of Herbert Cozort, Bob Moore 

63 



and Lawrence Stine. Lawrence Stine passed away March 20, 

1973. 
On March 28, 1973, Juanita Cox, the daughter of Eldon 

and Shirley Cox was baptized by Elder Frank Dunbar. Then on 

April 25, 1973, Jess Graham who was eighty-two years old was 

baptized by Elder Frank Dunbar. 
On May 12,1973, Sister Vesta Glenn passed away. She 

had been a member of the Nixa Church of Christ for several 

years. On May 27, 1973, Brother Robert Ditto passed away at 
Joplin, Missouri. He, his wife and daughter had been members 

at Nixa since September 20, 1961. 
Starting on June 1, 1973, Evangelist Wilford Landes 

conducted the annual vacation Bible school at Nixa There was 
no record of assistants. 

On July 16, 1973, Sister Gertrude (Herndon) McFarland 

passed away. Gertrude was another of the charter members in 

1912. On July 25, 1973, Harry Young and his son, Keith, 

began the construction of a new addition onto the back of the 
church building. This addition consisted of four class rooms, 
two restrooms, a hallway leading from the old classrooms to the 

new ones and a full basement under the new addition complete 
with kitchen facilities. 

On July 5, 1973, Brother Jess Graham and Louise Plank 
were married. 

Danny Krasser and Debra Little were united in marriage 
at the Nixa Church of Christ on Friday evening August 24, 

1973. They were married by Debra's uncle Evangelist James 
Baysinger. After the wedding the couple went to Springfield, 
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Missouri to spend the night. The following day they attended 
the automobile races. Danny was a driver of one of the race cars 
that day. After the races they drove to Rorida for their 
honeymoon and when they returned to Oever, Missouri, they 
had only a few cents in their pockets. 

On September 16,1973, Evangelist C. R. Turner began a 
one week gospel meeting at Nixa. There were no new members 

added. 
Evangelist Winford Lee of Martinsville, Indiana held a 

meeting at Nixa from October 14, to October 26,1973. During 
that meeting there were two members added by statements. 
They were Esther Peters on October 14 and Gilda Frazier on 
October 16, 1973. On Sunday March 16, 1974 Evangelist 
Wilford Landes and his wife Mary were at Nixa. Brother 
Wilford preached the morning and evening sermons. 

On Friday evening May 9, 1974 Freda Archdale was 
baptized into Christ by Elder Frank Dunbar. 

Evangelist Bill Hensley preached the morning and 
evening sermons at the Nixa Church of Christ on May 18, 1974. 
Bill gave the address at the Nixa High School graduation 
baccalaureate services Sunday afternoon. Cheryl Herndon, 
Curtis Bowman, and David Cozort were co-valedictorians. 

Susan Cozort and Mike Jones were married at the Nixa 
Church of Christ on June 8, 1974 by Evangelist Wilbur 
Swearingin of Ozark, Missouri. Susan was so nervous about 
the wedding that she could not walk in her high heel shoes. So, 
she borrowed her grandmother Cozort's shoes to wear during 
the ceremony. The young couple left for Harrison, Arkansas 
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where they spent their honeymoon. 

Vacation Bible school was conducted by Evangelist 

Kenneth Thompson starting on June 24, 1974. Brother 

Thompson with the assistance of others taught children's classes 

during the day. Then each evening Brother Thompson preached 

gospel sermons. 

On June 26, 1974, Jerry Veach of Springfield placed his 

membership with the Nixa congregation. Another wedding was 

conducted at the Nixa Church of Christ on July 20, 1974, when 

Jerry Veach and Marsha Farthing were married. Evangelist 

Wilbur Swearingin performed the ceremony. Jerry was a 

member of the United States Marine Corps at that time so, 

shortly after the wedding the newlyweds left for the Marine Air 

Station at Millington, Tennessee. 

September 14 and 15,1974 a two day meeting was held 

at the Nixa Church of Christ. A meal was served in the church 

basement in the early evening. The evening meal was followed 

by two speakers. On Sunday morning there were two more 

speakers and the regular Sunday morning worship service. At 

noon a lunch was served in the basement followed by two 

speakers in the· afternoon. Several states and cities were 

represented by visitors. 

Following the two day meeting Evangelist Tom Dennis 

continued to preach each evening for the next two weeks. 

During that meeting six new members were added to the Nixa 

congregation. Steven Cozort was baptized by Brother Dennis 

on September 17, 1974. The Rotan family, Ellis, Myrtle, and 

Glen transferred their membership from the Summersville, 
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Missouri church to the Nixa church on September 17,1974. On 
September 18, 1974 Danny Cozort obeyed the gospel and was 
baptized by brother Dennis that same evening. The following 
evening September 19, 1974, Connie Moore, daughter of Bob 

and Nancy Moore was baptized by Brother Dennis. 

Geraldine Mooney passed away September 23, 1974. 
Geraldine was one of the charter members of the Nixa Church of 
Christ. She was preceded in death by her husband Harry 

Mooney. 
Elder John Hasty passed away December 2, 1974. John 

had served the Nixa congregation as an elder for thirteen years. 

He was preceded in death by his wife Oara. 

The wedding of Greg McOease and Cheryl Herndon 
was conducted at the Nixa Church of Christ on May 24, 1975. 
Elder Frank Dunbar performed the ceremony. The bell outside 

of the church building was supposed to have been rung after the 
young couple were pronounced man and wife. But, the front 

doors of the church had been locked and the boys that were to 
ring the bell could not get out The bride and groom were 

supposed to hold the kiss until the bell rang .. So, they held it 
and they held it until finally the guests began to laugh. After the 
wedding Greg and Cheryl spent their honeymoon at Branson, 

Missouri and Eureka Springs, Arkansas. 
Evangelist Tom Dennis held vacation Bible school at 

Nixa for one week starting June 12, 1975. He was assisted by 
Tom Woody, Randy Bown and Ruth Moore. 

Bryan Waterworth, son of Charles and Lois Waterworth 

was baptized into Christ June 13,1975, by Brother Tom Dennis. 
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On Sunday morning July 20, 1975, there were three 
baptisms. They were Kevin Farthing, son of Rex and Nadine 
Farthing, Cynthia and Frank Hansen, sister and brother and 
granddaughter and grandson of Frank and Alberta Dunbar. 
Frank Dunbar baptized all three of the new members. 

Evangelist William Hensley was at Nixa for a one week 
gospel meeting starting on August 10, 1975. There were no 
additions during the meeting. 

Stella Wallace, the mother of Jim Wallace and Ruth 
Moore placed her membership with the Nixa Church of Christ 
on August 22, 1975. Her husband, Fair Wallace was baptized 
into Christ on September 7, 1975, by Elder Frank Dunbar. 

More members were added to the church on September 
28, 1975 when Charlene Harp, her daughter Charlotte Harp and 
her son, Bruce Harp all placed their membership with the Nixa 
congregation. 

On October 12, 1975 Walter Payne was baptized into 
Christ in the Finley River at Ozark by James Baysinger. 
Walter's wife, Corine, had been a member of the Nixa Church 
for many years and their son, Charles, had been a member since 
June 26, 1957. 

Raymond Homer and Rebecca Cozort were united in 
marriage at the Nixa Church of Christ on February 21, 1976. It 
was a bad weather Saturday with tornado warnings that morning 
and snow beginning about the time the wedding ceremony was 
ended. Raymond and Rebecca were married by Evangelist 
Wilbur Swearingin. When they opened their suitcases in 
Springfield that evening they found that oatmeal had been 
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liberally distributed tbrough everything. They left the next day 
for Rock Port, Missouri where they started their horne. 

Vacation Bible school was conducted at Nixa starting on 

June 12, 1976, by Evangelist Torn Dennis. He was assisted by 

Torn Woody, Randy Bown, and Charles Fry. 
Evangelist Winford Lee held a two week gospel meeting 

at Nixa from August 10 to 24, 1976. During that meeting Lesley 

Ann Moore daughter of Paul and Judy Moore was baptized into 
Christ on August 20, 1976. 

On November 20, 1976, Sister Artie Inman passed away. 
She had been a member of the Nixa Church of Christ since the 

fall ofl944. 
Mike Roger.; and Linda Cozort were married at the Nixa 

Church of Christ on January 29, 1977. Evangelist Wilbur 
Swearingin performed the ceremony. The weather did not 
cooperate with their wedding plans and neither did the brother.;
in-law. There was a terrible ice storm that day and the brother.;

in-law had switched the wiring on the couple's car and they had 
trouble getting it started. When they did get it started they left 

for Galveston, Texas where they spent their honeymoon in a 

warmer climate. 
Evangelist William (Bill) Hensley was at Nixa on April 

24, 1977.He preached sermons both Sunday morning and 
Sunday evening. There were two new member.; added to the 

congregation at the morning service. They were Tim Cox and 
Andrea Compton. Both of them were baptized into Christ by 

Brother Hensley. 
At 2:00 P.M. in the afternoon on April 24, 1977, two 
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appointments were made to the offices of the church. Charles 

Waterworth was ordained to the eldership and Paul Moore was 
appointed to the office of deacon. The officers of the Nixa 

Church of Christ at that time were Jack Herndon, Rex Farthing, 

Carl Fitzpatrick, Leslie Moore, Frank Dunbar and Charles 
Waterworth. All these were elders. The deacons were Bob 
Moore, Herb Cozort, and Paul Moore. 

Vacation Bible school started on June 4, lfJ77, and was 
jointly conducted by Tom Woody and Randy Bown with the 

assistance of Myra Herndon and other women of the 
congregation. 

Elder Leslie Moore passed away June 23, lfJ77. Leslie 
was a charter member of the Nixa Church of Christ having been 

baptized about one month before construction of the church 
building was begun in November 1912. Brother Moore served 

the Nixa congregation as an elder for twenty-four years from 
January 18, 1953 until his death. In August of 1fJ77 the Nixa 

church employed four different preachers on three succeeding 
Lord's Days. They were as follows: Tim Benham on Sunday, 

August 6th. Steve Gorham and Tom Woody on August 13, and 
Tom Dennis on August 20, 1fJ77. 

September 23 and 24, 1fJ77, were the dates of a two day 
meeting at the Nixa Church of Christ. Speakers for the two day 

meeting were: Tom Woody, Gary Hasty, Twyman Hawkins, 

Dwain Stoops, Rick Sparks, Randy Bown, and Steve Gorham. 
There were visitors from several churches and cities in the 
Midwest. 

Stella Wallace passed away January 5, 1fJ78. Sister 
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Wallace had been a member of the Nixa church since August 
1975. She was survived by her husband, Fair Wallace, a 
daughter, Ruth Moore, a son, Jim Wallace and several other 
children and grandchildren. 

Sister Fern Ditto had been a member of the Nixa Church 
of Christ for about seventeen years when she passed away in 
Joplin. Missouri on May 11,1978. She was preceded in death 
by her husband, Robert Ditto and one daughter, Imogene 
Holloway. She was survived by three sons. Carl, Harold, and 
Uoyd Ditto and one daughter Roberta (Bobbi) Ditto. 

Starting on June 4, 1978 Evangelist Wilford Landes 
conducted a one week vacation Bible school at Nixa. A gospel 
meeting was held at the Nixa Church of Christ from September 
10 to 24.1978 by Evangelist Bill Hensley. 

Brother James Aven passed away November 19, 1978. 
He had been baptized into Christ and became a member of the 
Nixa Church of Christ in 1923. James was survived by his wife 
Oleta and three daughters, Dixie little, Luanna Baysinger and 
Lois Anderson. 

On December 20, 1978, Brother Wayne Barrickman 
passed away. Wayne and his wife, Fronia and a daughter, 
Susan Roderick had placed their membership at Nixa in July of 
1969. His wife and daughter and an adopted grandson, Jeff 
Barrickman survived him. 

Sister Dora Moore passed away February 16,1979. Dora 
was baptized into Christ in September 1914. She was a member 
of the Nixa Church of Christ for sixty-five years. She was 
preceded in death by her husband, Leslie Moore on June 23, 
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lfJ7? She was survived by her five sons: Jimmie, Roland, 

Wilbem, Bob, and Paul. Brother Julian Herndon passed away 
March 30, lfJ79.Brother Herndon had been a member of the 
Nixa congregation for sixty-two years. He was survived by his 
wife, Margaret and his son, Jack Herndon. 

Vacation Bible school at the Nixa Church of Christ was 
held from June 16 to 21, lfJ79 by Evangelist Winford Lee of 
Martinsville, Indiana 

Gayton Moore was baptized into Christ on July 13, 
lfJ79, by Frank Dunbar, elder. Clayton was the son of Jerry and 
Ruth Moore. 

From August 11 to 25, lfJ79, Evangelist Winford Lee 
conducted a two week gospel meeting. On the second evening 
of that meeting Geraldine Nelson placed her membership with 
the Nixa congregation. 

Steve Gorham was at Nixa September 30, lfJ79, for 
preaching the Sunday morning and evening services. Following 
the evening service Fonda Cox, a daughter of Eldon and Shirley 
Cox was baptized into Christ by Frank Dunbar, elder. 

The two day fall meeting was held at Nixa October 21 
and 22, 1fJ79. The following speakers were used: Gary Hasty, 
Jay Ford, Tom Woody, Randy Bown, and Grant Riggins. On 
Saturday evening October 21. Jim Griffin placed his 
membership with the Nixa Church of Christ. 

Evangelist Randy Bown and his wife, Anita, placed their 
membership at Nixa. Randy and Anita were working with the 
church at Joplin, Missouri. 

Elder Frank Dunbar resigned from office January 13, 
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1980. He had served in the eldership at Nixa since April 4, 1954, 
a total twenty-six years . 

. Brother Roland Moore passed away January 14, 1980. 
Roland had been a member of the Nixa Church of Christ since 
September 1933. He was survived by his wife Rena and two 
children. 

On March 16,1980, Brother Rex Farthing resigned from 
the office of elder in the church. He had served the congregation 
as an elder since October 8, 1972. 

On July 11, 1980, Brother Seymore McConnell passed 
away. He was survived by his wife Crete, daughters Rayma 
Young and Glenn Frazier, and other children. Brother 
McConnell had been a member at Nixa since 1971. Evangelist 
Tom Dennis and his wife Ann came to Nixa to hold a vacation 
Bible school. He also preached gospel sermons each evening. 
After vacation Bible school ended on Friday July 16, he 
continued another week of nightly gospel lessons. On August 
29, 1980 Evangelist Tom Dennis again returned to Nixa to hold a 
one week gospel meeting. There were no additions to the 
membership of the church in 1980. 

There was not much information found for the 1981 year. 
There were no marriages or deaths recorded for that year. 
However, there were three additions to the church membership. 
They were Evangelist Winford Lee and his wife, Reba Lee from 
Martinsville, Indiana The Lees placed their membership at Nixa 
April 28, 1981. In late August of 1981 Evangelist William 
Hensley held a meeting at the Nixa Church of Christ and on 
August 26,1981, Leslie Gayle Waterworth was baptized by 
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Brother Hensley. 
On March 15, 1982, Brother Paul Haguewood passed 

away. He had been a member of Nixa since September 1924, a 
total of fifty-eight years. He is survived by his wife, Louise. 

On April 3, 1982, Brother David Young and Pamela 
(Horton ) McCall were married at the home of Dale and Gena 
Horton in Springfield, Missouri by Bruce Robison. After the 
wedding the couple took a trip east through Nashville and 
Gatlinburg, Tennessee and on to North Carolina 

Paul Cox, a son of Eldon and Shirley Cox, was baptized 
by Brother Bill Rogers on June 2, 1982. 

On June 16, 1982, Evangelist Dwain Stoops, his wife, 
Kay Stoops and their daughter, Sonya Stoops all placed their 
membership with the Nixa congregation. They had been 
members of the Northside Church of Christ at Ozark, Missouri. 
There were no records of meetings in 1982 but most likely there 
were at least two. 

Brother Jim Wallace placed his membership with the 
Nixa Church of Christ February 27, 1983. 

On March 13, 1983, the Allen family moved their 
membership from Ozark to the Nixa congregation. This 
included Tom Allen, his wife, Marilyn Allen, and two sons, 
Michael and Jeffrey Allen. Brother Fair Wallace passed away 
on June 19, 1983. His wife, Stella, had preceded him in death on 
January 5, 1978. On June 24, 1983, sister Margaret Herndon 
passed away. She was the wife of Julian Herndon who had 
preceded her in death in 1979. She was also the mother of Jack 
Herndon, who survives her. 
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Bill and Sue Long placed their membership with the 

Nixa Church of Christ on July 24, 1983. 

On January 1,1984 Charles Murfin, his wife, Karen and 

their son Charles Murfin III all placed their church membership 

at Nixa. Iva Hedgpeth placed membership in 1984. 

Bruce Harp and Connie Moore were married at the Nixa 

Church of Christ by Evangelist Winford Lee of the Nixa church 

on May 12, 1984. Following the wedding the couple left for a 

honeymoon at New Orleans, Louisiana and the World's Fair. 

On July 4, 1984, an elderly couple were baptized at the 

Nixa Church by brother Dwain Stoops. They were ECton and 

Audrey Murray. On December 30, 1984 Bernice Welch, the 

mother of Carol Hunt placed her membership at the Nixa Church 

of Christ. 
On January 15, 1985 Evangelist Don Grantham placed 

his membership with the Nixa Church of Christ so that he could 

do evangelistic work under the oversight of the Nixa elders. His 

membership had been at Ozark, where he lived. 

David Carmichael and Karen Farthing were married on 

June I, 1985 by Evangelist Winford Lee at the home of Rex and 

Nadine Farthing. After the reception the couple left for a 

honeymoon on the Bahama Islands. Mary Cozort and Gordon 

Eidson were married June 22, 1985, at the School of the Ozarks 

Chapel by Dr. M. Graham Clark. They went to Hot Springs, 

Arkansas for their honeymoon. 

On August 18,1985, Charles Harp, a son of Elmer and 

Charlene Harp was baptized at the Nixa Church of Christ by 

Evangelist Winford Lee. Paul Moore resigned the office of 
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deacon on November 12, 1985. He had served in that office 
since April 24, 1977. 

There were no evangelistic meetings and no deaths 
recorded for 1985. 

Evangelist Tom Dennis was at Nixa from April 6 to 1\, 
1986 for a one week meeting. Tom was from Des Moines, 
Iowa. On April 27, 1986, two deacons were appointed by 
Evangelist Winford Lee. They were Eldon Cox and Rex 
Farthing. 

On May 4, 1986, Elder Carl Fitzpatrick resigned from the 
eldership. His reason for resigning was his failing health. 

Vacation Bible school at the Nixa Church of Christ was 
held from June 15 to 20, 1986 by Evangelist Jay Graham of 
Indianapolis, Indiana. Evening classes were held for high 
school age and young adults Monday through Friday. 

Chris Allen, a son of Thomas and Marilyn Allen was 
baptized by his father on June 22, 1986. Bernice Keltner died 
July 16, 1986 at 75 years of age and was buried in Payne 
Cemetery. Evangelist Louis Garbi came to Nixa from Eldon, 
Missouri to hold a one week gospel meeting beginning on 
September 21, 1986. 

On October 18 and 19, 1986, the Nixa Church of Christ 
held their two day meeting. This involved an evening meal on 
Saturday followed by two evening speakers. There were two 
speakers on Sunday morning, then a meal was served at noon. 
Two more speakers preached in the afternoon. There were 
visitors from several Churches of Christ present at the meeting. 

Charlotte Bennett placed her membership with the Nixa 
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Church of Christ on November 5, 1986. 
On December I, 1986, Brother Guy O'Neil passed away. 

Guy had obeyed the gospel at Nixa in 1929. He and his family 
had lived in California for several years and had returned to 
Nixa. 

Jennifer Payne, a daughter of Charley and Alberta 
Payne, was baptized December 21, 1986 by Evangelist Winford 
Lee. 

On March 29, 1987, Evangelist Tom Woody of 
Brighton, llIinois held a five night gospel meeting at Nixa 

Bryan Waterworth and Connie Wiltcher were married in 
a small country church located about fourteen miles east of 
Canton, Mississippi on May 20, 1987. They were married by 
Stan Pierce, a minister of a Latter Day Saints Church. They 
spent their honeymoon in Jackson, Mississippi. 

Evangelist Louis Garbi began a one week vacation Bible 
school on June 7, 1987. Morning classes were held for children 
and evening classes for all ages. 

On July IS, 1987, Brother Hollis Allen and his wife, 
Maxine placed their church membership with the church at Nixa 
Wilma Jane Gooch placed her membership with the Nixa 
Church of Christ on July 26, 1987. Evangelist Winford Lee 
baptized David Carmichael, the husband of Karen Carmichael, 
on August 16,1987. 

October 17 and 18, 1987, the Nixa congregation held 
their semi-annual two day meeting. Speakers for the occasion 
were Don Grantham of Ozark, Matthew Wendt of Osawatomie, 
Kansas, James Baysinger and Winford Lee, both of Nixa. 
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During the two day meeting the seventy-fifth anniversary of the 
Nixa Church of Christ was observed. There were twenty-three 
congregations represented from six different states. 

Sister Geraldine Nelson passed away October 27,1987. 
Edna Lee Owen placed her membership with the Nixa 

Church of Christ on January 17,1988. 
On April 3, 1988, Evangelist James Baysinger placed his 

letter of membership with the Nixa congregation so that he could 
do evangelist work under the oversight of an eldership. 

Evangelist Tom Dennis of Des Moines, Iowa, began a 
one week meeting on May 1, 1988. June 19, 1988 was the 
beginning of a one week vacation Bible school conducted by 
Evangelist Jay Graham of Indianapolis, Indiana. 

Evangelist Wilford Landes began a one week gospel 
meeting at Nixa on September 11, 1988. The meeting ended on 
Friday night. 

Brother Efton Murray passed away at a Springfield 
hospital on December 6, 1988 after a lengthy illness. He had 
been a church member for four years and five months, having 
been baptized in July 1984. 

Evangelist Don Grantham passed away December 14, 
1988. Evangelist Jay Graham began a one week evangelistic 
meeting at Nixa on April 10. 1989. There were no new members 
added to the congregation. 

Vacation Bible school at the Nixa Church of Christ was 
conducted by Evangelist Louis Garbi of Eldon, Missouri. 
Classes were held for the children for five days and sermons by 
Brother Garbi for all in the evening. These classes began on 
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June 18 and ended on June 22, 1989. 
On July 7, 1989, Sister Bernice Welch passed away. 

Sister Welch was the mother of Carol (Welch) Hunt. She had 
been a member of the Nixa congregation for four and one half 
years. 

Sister Sonya Stoops and Bart Bodenhammer were united 
in marriage July 8, 1989 by Evangelist Winford Lee. They were 
married at the Nixa Christian Church. It was an extremely hot 
day and the air conditioner at the church was not working. As a 
result one of the groomsmen in the wedding passed out from 
heat exhaustion. The couple spent their honeymoon in the state 
of Texas. 

On July 9, 1989, Brother Ershel Ellingsworth and his 
wife, Rowena placed their church membership with the Nixa 
congregation. 

Brother Mike Allen and Shelly Johnson were married 
August 12,1989, at the Calvary Bible Church at Nixa, Missouri. 
Evangelist Jim Baysinger of the Nixa Church of Christ 
conducted the wedding ceremony. Dixie Rogers provided the 
refreshments at the reception and just as the reception began air 
from an air conditioner vent blew the artificial groom off the 
wedding cake. Brother Bill Rogers had to make a very quick 
trip to Springfield to get a new one. The couple spent their 
honeymoon in St. Louis, Missouri. 

On September 10,1989 Evangelist Tom Woody began a 
one week gospel meeting. On Sunday the 10th Charles Loney 
placed his membership with the Nixa Church of Christ. 

Sister Crete McConnell of the Nixa Church of Christ 
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passed away on September 25, 1989. She was the mother of 
Rayma Young and Glenn Frazier. 

Charles Waterworth resigned from the eldership on 
Sunday, December 3, 1989. He had served in the eldership a 
total of twenty-three years, ten years at Independence, Missouri 
and thirteen at Nixa. 

Sister Lois Throneberry passed away December 4, 1989. 
On February 8, 1990, Brother Carl Fitzpatrick passed 

away. Carl and his wife, Mamie, had been members of the 
Nixa Church of Christ since September 1938. Brother 
Fitzpatrick had served the Nixa congregation as a deacon from 
August 27, 1961 to December 6,1964 when he was ordained to 
the eldership. He then served as an elder until May 4, 1986 
when he resigned because of failing health. 

From May 20 to 25, 1990, a gospel meeting was held at 
Nixa by Evangelist William Hensley of Lawrence, Kansas. 
There were no additions. 

Vacation Bible school was conducted from June 17 to 
June 20, 1990 by Evangelist Matthew Wendt of Osawatomie, 
Kansas. He also preached gospel sermons each evening. There 
were no additions. 

Brother Charles Harp had returned home from military 
service and on June 30, 1990 he and Robin Mooneyham were 
married. On July 1, 1990 Sister Charlene Harp placed her 
membership with the Nixa congregation. 

On September 2, 1990 Timothy Cox, the son of Eldon 
and Shirley Cox was married to Miss Heidi Heltzer. The 
outdoor wedding was held at Riner Springs Park on the north 
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side of Springfield, Missouri. The bride arrived at the wedding a 

in Model T Ford automobile and after the wedding the young 
couple rode away in the same vehicle. Brother Steve Gorham 

conducted the marriage ceremony. 
Evangelist Tom Dennis of Des Moines, Iowa held a one 

week meeting at the Nixa Church of Christ. The meeting began 
on Sunday morning September 16,1990. 

On November 19, 1990 Brother Winford Lee who had 
served the brotherhood for many years as an evangelist was 

appointed to the office of elder for the Nixa Church of Christ by 
Evangelist William Hensley. The officers of the Nixa 

congregation at that date consisted of Elders Winford Lee and 

Jack Herndon. The deacons were Bob Moore, Eldon Cox, and 
Rex Farthing. 

Sister Nell Stine passed away November 24, 1990. She 

was preceded in death by her husband Lawrence Stine. She was 
survived by her daughter Nadine (Stine) Farthing and three 

grandchildren. Brother Wendell Carey and his wife, Gaudette 
Carey placed their membership with the Nixa congregation on 

January 20, 1991. 

On January 22, 1991, Brother Robert Hasty passed away. 
Robert had been a member of the Nixa church since October 

1929 when he and his brother, Marion were both baptized. 
Sister Alberta (Meek) Dunbar passed away February 12, 

1991. Alberta had been a member of the Nixa Church of Christ 
for many years, having been baptized in September 1933. She 

was survived by her husband Frank, her daughter, Sandra and 
two grandchildren. She was also survived by two sisters, 
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Louise Graham, and Corine Payne, also two brothers Bob and 

Bill Meek. 

On March 21, 1991 Brother Frank Dunbar passed away. 

He had been a member of the Nixa church since September 1938 

and he served the Nixa congregation as an elder from 1954 until 

his resignation in January, 1980. He was preceded in death by 

his wife, Alberta (Meek) Dunbar. 

Evangelist Wilford Landes of Topeka, Kansas began a 

one week meeting at Nixa on May 5, 1991. There were no 

additions to the congregation. 

Evangelist Jay Graham taught vacation Bible school at 

Nixa from June 17 to June 21, 1991. On June 17,1991, Shelly 

Allen was baptized by Elder Winford Lee. 

On July 28, 1991, Benny Bogard placed his membership 

with the Nixa Church of Christ. His wife, Brenda, was baptized 

on July 29 by Elder Winford Lee. 

From September 15 to 20 Evangelist Rick Sparks of the 

Gregory Boulevard Church of Christ in Raytown, Missouri held 

a gospel meeting at the Nixa church. 

Brother Hollis Allen passed away September 17, 1991. 

Hollis had been a member of the Church of Christ for many 

years. He and his wife Maxine had placed their membership at 

Nixa in July 1987. 

Brother Mark Moore and Cindy Davis were married 

September 14, 1991 at a Methodist Church in Shawnee Mission, 

Kansas. They spent their honeymoon at Lake Tahoe, California. 

On October 27,1991, Joe Uttle became a member of the 

Nixa Church of Christ by being baptized into Christ by Elder 
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Winford Lee. 
Pamela Young, the wife of David Young, placed her 

membership with the Nixa congregation on November 10, 1991. 
Three new members were added to the Nixa Church of 

Christ in January 1992. They were Barry Brownsberger who 
placed his membership on January 1, 1992, Denise Kozal who 
placed her membership on January 19, and Earl Frazier who was 
baptized into Christ by Brother Winford Lee on January 29, 
1992. 

Dianne Gilliland placed her membership at Nixa on April 
26, 1992. She is a sister to Denise Kozal. 

Evangelist Tom Woody of Brighton, llIinois held a one 
week gospel meeting for the Nixa congregation starting on 
May 17,1992. There were no new members added. 

Vacation Bible School at Nixa was conducted by 
Evangelist Mike Kirby of New Castle, Indiana from June 15 to 
19, 1992. He preached gospel sermons each evening. No new 
members were added. 

Evangelist Matthew Wendt conducted a one week 
evangelistic meeting from August 9 to 14, 1992, adding two 
members to the Nixa church. They were John Everett and his 
wife, Arlene, who placed their membership. 

On September II, 1992 Sister Iva Hedgpeth passed away 
at the age of ninety-two years. She had been a member at Nixa 
since 1984. 

Evangelist WilIiam Hensley of Lawrence, Kansas held a 
one week gospel meeting at Nixa beginning on May 9, 1993. 

Louise (Meek) Graham passed away May 12,1993. 
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Louise had been a member of the Nixa Church of Christ since 

1938 a total of fifty-five years. 
Winford Lee, elder, conducted the vacation Bible school 

for the Nixachurch beginning on June 21, 1993. 
Brother Billy Gene Meek passed away at the Mount 

Vernon Hospital on July 29, 1993. Bill had been a member of 
the Nixa Church of Christ for forty years. He was survived by 

his wife, Iva Lee, and a son, Johnny Meek. 
Starting on August 16, 1993, a five night gospel meeting 

was held at Nixa Evangelist Tom Dennis of Des Moines, Iowa 
did the preaching. 

One hundred two year old Brother Jess Graham had 
been a member of the Nixa Church of Christ since April 1973 
when he passed away November 17, 1993. His wife, Louise 

preceded him in death on May 12, 1993. 
Steve Kozal was baptized into Christ by Winford Lee, 

elder, and added to the church on December 22, 1993. 
On .February 12, 1994, Elmer Harp the husband of 

Charlene Harp, was baptized in to Christ by Elder Winford Lee. 

His wife had been a member at Nixa for several years. 

Angie Smith placed her membership with the Nixa 
church on April 27, 1994. 

John Thompson, a young man living at Ozark, Missouri 
was baptized on May 29, 1994 by Elder Winford Lee. John was 

added to the church at Nixa. 
Vacation Bible school was conducted at Nixa from June 

12 to 17, 1994 by Evangelist Tom Woody of Brighton, Illinois. 

Gospel sermons were preached each evening, Monday through 
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Friday of that week. 
Emily Rogers was baptized into Christ on July 10, 1994 

by her father. Her parents, Mike and Linda Rogers, were 
members of the Nixa Church of Christ. 

August 7 to 12, 1994 a gospel meeting was held at the 
Nixa Church. Evangelist Matthew Wendt of Osawatomie, 
Kansas, preached the sermons. 

Elizabeth Jones, the daughter of Mike and Susan Jones 
was baptized October 22, 1994 by her uncle, Mike Rogers, and 
she was added to the church at Nixa. 

On December 4, 1994 Karen Gohr of Oever placed her 
membership with the Nixa Church of Christ. 

On January 1,1995 there were four new members added 
to the congregation by baptism. They were Lori Hunt, Sarah 
McOease, Emily Payne, and Brandi Arney. All these were 
baptized by Brother Steve Kozal, who himself had been baptized 
approximately one year earlier. 

Kennon Lamb and his wife Angela placed their 
membership with the Nixa Church of Christ on March 8, 1995. 
They had two small children. 

Evangelist John Lee of Greenwood, Mo., began 
vacation Bible school and nightly preaching at Nixa on June 12, 
1995. The meeting was for one week. Zachary McOease, the 
son of Greg and Cheryl McClease was baptized on the evening 
of June 16,1995 by Evangelist John Lee. 

Sister Audrey Murray of the Nixa congregation passed 
away July 20, 1995. She was buried at White Oak, Arkansas. 
She was preceded in death by her husband, Efton Murray on 
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December 6, 1988. 
A new member was added to the Nixa Church of Christ 

when Brother Roger Rinkenbaugh of Kansas City placed his 
membership on July 30, 1995. 

Jennifer Jones, a daughter of Mike and Susan Jones was 
baptized into Christ on August 13, 1995 by her uncle Mike 
Rogers. The following day on August 14, 1995 Joseph (Joe) 
Hunt, the son of Gale and Carol Hunt, was baptized by Elder 
Winford Lee. 

Nixa's two day fall meeting was held October 14 and 15, 
1995. There were six speakers, two on Saturday evening, two 
on Sunday morning and two on Sunday afternoon. Evangelist 
Rick Sparks was one of the Sunday morning speakers and he 
remained at Nixa for the remainder of that week preaching 
nightly gospel lessons. 

During the month of November 1995, there were three 
new members added to the church. Travis Little was baptized 
into Christ on November 5, 1995 by Elder Winford Lee. Then, 
on November 12, 1995 Nathan Mills and his wife Jennifer 
placed their membership with the Nixa Church of Christ. 

Sister Archie Ward of the Nixa congregation passed 
away on November 28, 1995. She is survived by her daughter, 
Edna Owen. 

On April 27, 1996 Marsha Sullivan was baptized into 
Christ at the Nixa Church of Christ by Elder Winford Lee. 

There was sad news for the Nixa Church of Christ on 
June 5, 1996 when Brother Charles Harp was killed in a 
motorcycle accident. He was survived by his wife, Robin, a 
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daughter, Paxton, his mother and father, Charlene and Elmer 
Harp and brothers and sisters. 

Vacation Bible school was begun on June 17,1996 at the 
Nixa church. Evangelist Mike Kirby conducted the daytime 

classes for the children. 
Evangelist James Baysinger baptized his great niece, 

Katherine (Katie) Krasser at the Nixa church on September 8, 

1996. 
Evangelist Tom Dennis began a one week gospel 

meeting at the Nixa church on September 22, 1996. 
Sister Mamie Fitzpatrick passed away May 3, 1997. She 

was buried beside her husband Carl in Payne Cemetery. She 
and Carl had both been faithful members of the Nixa Church of 
Christ since 1938. 

Vacation Bible school was conducted at Nixa for five 
days and nights by Evangelist Tom Woody beginning June 16, 
1997. 

On June 25, 1997, Melissa Carey, the daughter of 
Wendell and Gaudette Carey was baptized into Christ by Elder 
Winford Lee. 

Rhonda Lee became a member of the Nixa congregation 
when she was baptized into Christ July 13, 1997 by Elder 
Winford Lee. 

A wedding was perfonned at Honey Creek Cave in 
Douglas County, Missouri on August 2, 1997. Evangelist James 
Baysinger conducted the wedding ceremony in a beautiful 
natural setting for his great nephew, Travis Little and his bride, 
Rhonda Lee. 
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Three new members were added to the congregation 
September 21, 1997, when Terry Wilson and his wife, Audeen, 
and son, Jeremy, placed their membership with the Nixa church. 

On October 17 and 18, 1997, a two day meeting was 

held at the Nixa Church of Christ. There were six speakers used 
in the meeting. They were John Lee, Jeff Allen, Steve Wright, 
Larry Hammer, and Gerry Anderson. John Lee continued on 

for five more nights of gospel preaching. 

In November 1997 there were two new members added 

to the Nixa congregation. They were Deanna Maples baptized 
into Christ on November 9th and Tina Stowers baptized into 
Christ November 23rd. Both were baptized by Elder Winford 

Lee. 
Mitch Trumble and Angie Smith exchanged wedding 

vows December 20, 1997 at the Northside Church of Christ in 

Ozark. Brother Bruce Harp of the Nixa congregation conducted 

the wedding ceremony. 
Wilford Landes passed away Saturday, January 17, 

1998 at Topeka, Kansas. The funeral was conducted at 
California Acres Church of Christ at Topeka on January 19, 

1998 by Evangelist William Hensley. A second service was 
held at Gregory Boulevard Church of Christ in Raytown, 
Missouri, on Tuesday, January 20, 1998. Those officiating 

were Winford Lee and Richard Riggins. 

Thelma O'Neill passed away May 8, 1998. Services 
were held at Adams Funeral Home in Nixa, Mo. on May 11. 

Elder Tom Allen officiated. Burial was in Richwood Cemetery. 
Evangelist John Lee conducted Vacation Bible School 
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and preached each evening June 14 to June 19, 1998 
Archie Owen placed membership June 18, 1998. Jeff 

Allen and Lisa Harvey were married June 28, 1998, by Jim 
Baysinger at Kentwood Hall in Springfield, Missouri. They 
went to Horida on their honeymoon. 

Kurt Watson placed his membership with the Nixa 
congregation on September 16, 1998. 

Abby Young was baptized by her father, David Young, 
on September 27, 1998. 

On Sunday morning October 11, 1998 Evangelist Rick 
Sparks began a gospel meeting at the Nixa Church of Christ. 
He preached two sermons on Sunday and one each night, 
ending on Friday evening October 16, 1998. 

On October 15, 1998 at 12:57 p.m. Brother Ershel 
Ellingsworth passed away. He was eighty-seven years old and 
had been a member of the Nixa Church of Christ since July 9, 
1989. He is survived by his wife, Rowena Ellingsworth, one 
daughter and son-in-law, Rita and Bob Rodrique, and a 

grandson, Marc Rodrique. 
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Blanche Tatum 

Dleta (Scott) Avens 

Lulu (Hicks) Buttram 

Walter Payne 

Corine (Meek) Payne 

Bob Moore 

Dora (McConnell) Moore's church records 

Richard Jarvis- Missouri Highway Department- on roads at Nixa 

Christian County Library on census records, cemeteries and 
county history 

Jack Herndon - on church records and building materials 

Paul Wadkins- on building materials 

Robert H. Brumback's - History of the Church 

Louise Haguewood- Interview 

Carol Hunt 

Special Recognition to 
Lori Hunt - Editor and Designer 
and 
Kurt Watson - Technical floor plan drawing 
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Concerning the former Shamrock congregation 
50+ years ago 

Wilma Jane (Stoneman) Gooch 

This little congregation started due to the gasoline 

rationing during World War II. The government issued ration 
books for gasoline, sugar, shoes, meat, etc. If I remember right 

we had only three gallon gasoline stamps per week, per book. 
My dad, Leonard Stoneman, and Brother Leslie Moore, among 

others were carpenters. There was no carpenter work to be 

found close around. The closest work was in Springfield, Mo. 
and surrounding areas. There wasn't enough gasoline to go to 
and from work five or six days a week, and to church at least 

three times a week, on such a short supply of gas 
There was an old church building not in use (Union Hill) 

which was located on what is now the northeast comer of 
Shamrock and Inman roads. The structure was in bad shape. 

Windows were broken out, the roof leaked, floor boards were 
ripped out and many of the seats were gone. 

Dad and Brother Moore got permission from 

surrounding neighbors to use the building for worship services. 
Then they went to the Nixa brethren for permission to meet in 

this old building, just for the duration of the gas rationing. They 
were given permission, and requested to be under the leadership 
of the Nixa Church of Christ. They never separated from the 

Nixa church. 

Dad and Brother Moore made the necessary repairs on 
the building, and Brother Moore wired the building for 



electricity. Several meetings were held there, mostly by Brother 

R. O. Webb. Wben gas rationing ended, we disbanded and 

went back to our original places of worship. 

The old building has since burned down, in the late 

1970's. 

Wilma Jane (Stoneman) Gooch, November 1998 

Those attending the chrurch: 

Leslie & Dora Moore, Jimmie Moore (in service),Roland Moore 
(in service) Wilbern Moore (in service) Bob Moore, Paul 
Moore, Leonard & Effie Stoneman, Wilma Jane Stoneman 
Gooch, Velma Ann Stoneman Perkins, Carol Mae Stoneman, 
Albert E. Stoneman, Kenneth & Norma Inman, Crete 
McConnell, Erma McCafferty, Hobert & Lydia McConnell, 
Russell MCConnell, Sue McConnell, Tommy McConnell, 
Norma Jean McConnell, Diana Carroll, Marcia Painter, Mary 
Ellen Young 


