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PREFACE 

HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE 
If there is anything this old world needs at the present 

time it certainly is a reverential study of the Word of God. 
The Great War in Europe in which millions of lives were 
lost, would have been impossible if those professed 
Christian nations instead of using religion merely as a 
stimulus for their war machines had been teaching the 
people the uncorrupted doctrine of the Prince of Peace. 
The reason, we have so much corruption in America is be· 
cause the people are not reverentially imbibing the teach
ings of Him who is holy. The reason the Church is asleep 
and is making little advancement is because the soldiers 
of the cross do not, or do not know how, to use the Sword 
of the Spirit .. It is time that we arouse ourselves, for the 
nations that forget God must fall. This little book has 
been written with great labor to help in this work of Bible 
study. No doubt there are mistakes in it, and the author 
gladly welcomes all corrections and suggestions for im
provement. 

Every family should become a Bible class. As soon as 
the children are able to read, we should put a Testament 
into their hands, and read such portions of the Scriptures 
as they can understand with our explanations. We should 
have them memorize many portions, and recite them in the 
family circle. We should make a rule to have this study 
of the Word of God in the family every day, and the ab~ 
sence of it should be the exception and not the rule. 
Where there are children, Bible story books are helpful. 
The book, "The Story of the Bible," which can be ob
tained where this Guide is published and of which nearly 
a million copies have been sold, is a great help for young 
people, the writer of this little Guide having himself been 
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helped greatly by it when a boy. In the evenings in the 
summer time, when we are sitting out of doors trying to 
get a breeze, we can spend part of the time in having 
the children to recall the Bible stories they have learned, 
and to recite the passages they have memorized. In this 
way, valiant and efficient soldiers of the cross will be 
developed. 

Bible classes in the home may become a great means of 
development. With a country church, a few of the breth
ren who are neighbors might spend a couple of evenings 
out of each week in the winter season, first in one home 
and then in another, carrying through a systematic course 
of Bible study. Their neighbors who are not Christians 
should be invited in, too. A fair-sized country church 
could have several of these little Bible studies in a radius 
of several miles around it. They might also have a meet
ing once a week at the church house of all these little Bible 
classes to review what they have gone over, and to inquire 
about things they do not understand. In a town church 
the same could be carried on, perhaps to better advantage. 
Where there is no loyal congregation, isolated disciples 
should have a Bible study in their home or somewhere else, 
and should try to build an apostolic church. 

By all means, the churches should have Bible classes 
taking a systematic course in the study of God's precious 
Word. The elders should consider it their business to see 
after such matters, teaching the classes themselves, or ap
pointing others to teach. Bible classes in the homes, sim
ply among the sisters, and taught by some well-informed 
and godly sister, may become sources of great strength to 
the church. A church would do well to have some preacher 
who is a good Bible teacher to come at stated times and 
spend several days each time helping them carryon their 
study to the best advantage. 

These classes can be carried on very much as history 
classes in our common and high schools. The lesson can 
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be assigned, covering some period or part of a period in 
the Dible according to the amount of reading matter. The 
student should be called upon to stand up at his seat and 
give in his own words the history of a certain period. It 
might be well for young men to come forward and face 
the audience and relate the history on the topic. In this 
way embarrassment is worn off, and they will be develop
ing themselves for public work in the church. When one 
is through, the class should be asked if he has made any 
mistakes, or made any important omissions. If the leader 
in the class thinks that the pupil has not a clear idea of 
the history, he should put some questions to him to bring 
him out, more thoroughly. Important points should be 
emphasized, and some points in the Bible history should 
be omitted altogether in a mixed class. Questions pertain. 
ing to the subject should be discussed freely to learn the 
truth. but all discussion for mere argument's sake is to be 
avoided. Sometimes very backward persons may be per
mitted to sit and relate what they are asked for. With 
some a detailed questioning is necessary. It is often help
ful for the teacher to write out questions for the learners 
to hunt up for the next lesson. Many copies can be made 
very eheaply by a hectograph. (Look up in a mail order 
catalogue.) If a leader in a Bible class knows little or 
nothing about methods in teaching, he would do well to 
talk much to teachers in the public schools to get their 
ideas, or to visit the public school to see some demonstra~ 
tions of how to teach a class in history. 

Children old enough to learn these Bible stories and 
recite them should be given opportunity in the public Bible 
class; in fact, much attention should be given them, for 
their young minds will readi1y retain the stories, and it 
is upon these children that the future church must depend. 
Don't be afraid to have the children or grown people to 
recite on previous lessons, for it is constant review which 
will stamp these lessons on the mind. Let the family and 
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the Church work together in this way to train soldiers of 
the cross. 

The study of the Old Testament should not b. simply 
to get historical facts but: (1) To see the unfolding of 
the great plans of God little by little through these dis
pensations of religion. (2) And to learn lessons of com
fort and consolation and warning from God's dealings with 
His ancient people. UWhatsoever things were written 
aforetime were written for our learning, that we through 
patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have ' hope." 
(Rom. 16:4.) uThese things happened unto them for en
samples, and they are written for our admonition." (1 Cor. 
10:11.) 

Every student of the Bible should have a good dic
tionary handy, and should look up every word about which 
he has the least doubt as to its meaning. A mere com
mon or high school dictionary is very brief, and an un
abridged dictionary is too large for common use. A 
"collegiate" dictionary is the best. Smith's Bible Diction
ary should also be in the hands of every Bible student, for 
it gives the reader much valuable information of things 
pertaining to the Bible; but its chief value is in gathering 
scriptures bearing on a subject. What the dictionary fails 
to prove, should not be accepted. A concordance should 
also be at hand, so that when you remember a passage, or 
a prominent word in it, but cannot tell where it is, you 
can easily find it with the aid of a concordance. The 
student should have a clear-printed Bible with maps, and 
should not think of studying Bible history without re
ferring repeatedly to these maps. 
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INTRODUCTION 

FACTS ABOUT THE BIBLE 
The Books of the Bible and Their Grouping.-There are 

66 hooks in the Bible,-39 in the Old Testament, and 27 
in the New. Memory help: Q-I· d, 3 letters; T-e-s-t-a
moe-not, 9 letters ; this suggests the 39 books of the Old 
Testament. N-e-w, a letters; T-e-s-t-a-m-e-n-t, 9 letters; 
3 times 9 equals 27. the number of books in the New Tes
tament. THE BOOKS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT are 
divided into: (1) History. (2) Poetry. (3) Prophecy. 
THE BOOKS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT are divided 
into: (1) Gospel Records. (2) Acts. (3) Epistles. 
(4) Revelation. The historical books of the Old Testa
ment are sub-divided into the Works of Moses, 5 ; and 
Other 'Vriters, 12. The prophetical books of the Old 
Testament are sub-divided into the Major Books of 
Prophecy. 5; and Minor Books, 12. (See the chart of 
these divisions.) 

Languages of the Bible.-The 01d Testament was 
written in Hebrew, except a few chapters which were 
written in Aramaic, a kindred language, which was spoken 
by the Jews after their return from Babylonish captivity 
and by the Jews generally in the days of our Savior. In 
the time of Christ, the Hebrew was the sacred language of 
the Jews but was not in common use among them, much as 
the Latin is used by the Roman Catholics in t heir cere
monies but is not in common use among their people. 
When Alexander the Great, a Greek, practically conquered 
the world in the 4th Century, B. C., the Greek language 
was introduced into all the countries where he went. Thus, 
in the time of Christ the Greek language was used ex
tensively in Palestine, and the New Testament was writ~ 
ten in Greek. But in the days of our Savior, Palestine was 
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under the power of the Romans, who were another world 
power, and thus their language, the Latin, was extensively 
used then. As it is impossible to convey every shade of 
meaning from one language to another in the translation, 
an appeal is often made to the original Greek or Hebrew, 
so that the reader can find every shade of meaning, and 
can see how the same word is used elsewhere in the 
Scriptures. 

Biblical Words.-The word "Bible" comes from the 
Greek word biblos which means "book." "The Bible" 
is "the book"; yes, it is the Book of books. The word 
"testament" comes from the Latin testamentum and 
means "will." The New Testament is the new will of 
God to man. The word "covenant" means "agreement," 
and is applied to the New Testament. (See Heb. 8:8.) 
The word "pentateuch" means "five books," and refers 
to the first five books of the Old Testament, which were 
written by Moses. The word "canon" literally means 
"measuring rod." The measuring rod was originally made 
of cane, or reed, and we see the word "cane" in the word 
"canon". A book was said to be canonical when it be
longed to that group of books which was used as a meas
uring rod, or rule, in religion. As the writings of the Jews 
which were used in this way were considered inspired, the 
word has corne to be almost identical with the word "in~ 
spiration." Paul says, U As many as walk by this rule 
(Gr. canou), peace be upon them." (Gal. 6:16.) 

TransIatioDs.-In the third century before Christ, a 
translation of the Hebrew Old Testament was made into 
the Greek language in Alexandria, Egypt, by about seventy 
Jews, and was called "the Septuagint," the word "sep
tuagint" being derived from the Latin word septuaginta, 
which means Useventy." In a century or two after Christ, 
the Bible as a whole was translated into the Latin, the 
language of the people generally in the Roman Empire. 
This Latin translation came to be called "vulgate," which 
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means "common," because it was the one commonly used. 
This is the version used by the Roman Catholic church 
in her ritualism (what little she uses the Bible), and from 
which her English version is made. The Protestant trans· 
lation was made directly from the Greek and Hebrew, 
while the English Roman Catholic Version was made from 
the Latin which is itself a translation and thus is more 
likely to have discrepancies. The first complete transla
tion of the Scriptures into the English language was made 
in 1384 by John Wycliffe in England. Other versions were 
afterwards made. The most important was the one made 
under the supervision of King James of England in 1611, 
which has been the one most commonly used since and 
which perhaps most of our readers use. It is called 
"Authorized Version" "Common Version," "King James' 
Version," etc. A committee of English and American 
scholars gave us the Revised Version of the New Testa
ment in 1881, and of the Old Testament in 1885. The 
American part of this committee afterwards made some 
alterations in this version and gave us in 1901 the Ameri
can Standard Version. There are many other helpful 
translations of the Bible. Here are two: Twentieth Cen
tury New Testament, New Testament in Modern Speech, 
by Weymouth. The next best thing after knowing the origi
nal languages of the Bible is the possession of as many 
different translations as we can get. Where a passage is 
not clear to us in the translation which we commonly use, 
we should go to the others and perhaps the language there 
will make it more clear to our minds. 

Manuscripts.-The inspired Apostles probably wrote 
their epistles on parchments. Copies were made of these, 
and then copies of the copies, and so on. The oldest man
uscripts of the Bible date to about the 4th Century. In 
the course of all the copying which went on before print
ing was invented, little discrepancies have crept into the 
text. The science of Biblical Criticism, or Textual Crit-

U 



icism, was· established to gather together aU the manu~ 
scripts in existence, classify them according to age and 
importance, and put out all these discrepancies which have 
naturally crept in through the centuries. The Revised 
Version is based on the Greek text after these discrep
ancies have been put out according to the best of man's 
judgment. Higher Criticism is that study which is higher 
than mere textual criticism and "seeks to ascertain by all 
suitable means the authors by whom, the time at which, 
the circumstances under which, and the design with which, 
a book was written." Many of the higher critics of the 
Bible have been classed as infidels inasmuch as they have 
apparently taken up the study to distinguish themselves 
by trying to destroy the inspired authorship of books of 
the Bible. They have been properly called "Destructive 
Higher Critics." 

The Meaning of Italics.-ltalics in the Bible aTe not 
used for the purpose of emphasizing as in other books, but 
for the purpose of showing that there is no corresponding 
word in the original languages, and that they have been 
put there by the translators to complete what they consid
ered as the meaning. 

The References.-One of the best ways to understand 
the Bible is to find the circumstances under which the 
same word or the same or kindred thoughts in the Bible 
are used elsewhere, and the references on the margin of 
the Bibles are for that purpose. If the references are 
made by those who understand the Bible, it becomes in 
this way its own interpreter. The references in many 
copies of the King James' Version, however, are mislead~ 
ing and irrelevant; but I have found that the references 
and notes on the margin of the Revised Version are accu~ 
rate and very helpful to the understanding of the passagej 
yes, they are probably the best found anywhere. 

Origin of Chapters and Verses.-Originally the Scrlp~ 
tures were run together with no division into chapters and 
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verses and without even any space between the words. The 
Bible was first divided into chapters by Cardinal Hugo in 
1250, and was divided into verses about three centuries 
later. These division! are useful in some respects, but 
often misleading. An important argument is often divided 
by a chapter unnecessarily. Hence, the reader should not 
think that because he is starting a new chapter he is 
starting a new thought, for he may be starting in the 
middle of an argument or a narrative. The reader should 
forget these divisions as nearly as possible when studying 
the epistles of the New Testament, and should try to get 
the chain of the discourse. 

Bible Chronology.-Nothing entirely accurate has ever 
been given in the line of Bible chronology, and the dates 
on the margin should be taken as only approximately cor
rect. "B. C." means IIBefore Christ," and "A. D." means 
"Anno Domini/' or ~'In the year of our Lord," hence 
"A. D." simply means in substance after Christ. But 
they did not commence to number years from the birth of 
Christ till Christianity had arisen into great prominence, 
which was several hundred years after Christ lived. When 
they did commence, they made a mistake of four years 
which they afterwards found out; but they could not at
tempt to change it then, so it has continued thus. Hence, 
the chronology on the margin of the King James' Version 
has Christ born 4, A. D.; and has him dead in 29, A. D., 
when the Book shows that he was about thirty-three years 
old when he died. 

Untaught QuestioDs.-There are many things in the 
Bible which we will not understand until we have spent 
years in studying it. And there are questions which we 
will never understand just as there are many things in 
nature which we cannot fathom. What the world would 
have been like if Adam had not sinned, Where Cain got 
his wife, Shall we know each other in heaven, What is the 
third heaven, What will the nature of the Millennium be, 
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-such questions are untaught and speculative, and should 
be avoided entirely. "The secret things belong unto the 
Lord our God; but those things which are revealed belong 
unto us and to our children forever." (Deut.29:29.) Don't 
speculate on God's Holy Word; you will get into trouble. 

Accommodative Language.-In his 'Vord God often 
uses accommodative language so that imperfect man can 
understand. If I speak after the manner of men," says 
Paul, "because of the infirmity of your flesh." (Rom. 
6:19.) This scripture explains many of the statements 
concerning God such as theae: lilt repented Jehovah that 
he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his 
heart." (Gen. 6:6.) uJehovah came down to Bee the city 
and the tower, which the children of men builded. . . . 
Come, let us go down and there confound their language." 
(Gen. 11:4, 7.) 

Unfulfilled Prophecies.-Don't become an enthusiast on 
unfulfilled prophecies. Second Adventism and RusselIism 
have made themselves laughing stock by their wild guesses. 
Attend to the commands and the future will take care of 
itself. One cannot understand Revelation till he becomes 
familiar with the prophecies of the Old Testament, and 
hence of God's method of fulfilling the same; and one can 
not understand the prophecies of the Old Testament with~ 
out great familiarity with the history there. So the his
tory of the Old Testament should be well learned before 
we attempt a serious study of the Old Testament prophe
cies. Far above the unfulfilled prophecies the world needs 
the lessons of patience, consolation and warning which are 
found in God's deaJings with his ancient people. Yet the 
prophecies properly bandied, have their place. 
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I 
Patriarchal Dispensation 

of Religion 

THE ANTE-Dn.UVIAN PERIOD 
of 

The Family of Chrisl~Gen_ 1-8_ 

Important Introduction.-The student must not forget 
that the Bible contains a great system of religion. It tells 
us of how man wandered away from God, and of how he is 
to return through Christ. In the unfolding of his plans. 
God gave three great dispensations of religion-the Pa
triarchal, the Jewish, and the Christian. The Patriarchal 
religion, or age, began with Adam and continued till the 
giving of the Jewish law through Moses on Mt. Sinai; the 
Jewish religion, or age, then began, and continued till 
Christ died; the Christian religion, or age, then began, and 
has continued till the present time, and was intended to 
continue till the close of time. In the Patriarchal Age, 
they had a family religion; in the Jewish, they had a na
tional religion; and in the Christian, they have a universal 
religion. In the Patriarchal Age, there was a little light 
concerning the coming Savior; in the Jewish Age, there 
was still more light; and in the Christian Age, there came 
the Light itself,-Jesus, the Sun of righteousness who has 
arisen with healing in his beams. We may call the Pa
triarchal Age, The Star-Light Age of the world; the Jew
ish Age, The Moon-Light Age of the world; and the Chris
tian Age, The Sun-Light Age of the world. The Patri
archal Age tells us of the Family of Christ; the Jewish 
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Age tells us of the Nation of Christj and the Christian 
Age tells us of the Church of Christ. 

And this unity of the Bible is a mark of its Divine 
origIn. In the Bible there is portrayed prominently 
through the whole, one nation, one Person and one 
thought. That nation is the family of Christ; that Person 
is Christ himself: and that thought is the salvation Christ 
brings. And the fact that the Bible was written by about 
forty different men in different ages of the world, (some 
of them living about sixteen hundred years apart,) and 
that these writings when brought together little by little 
and .finally completed, form one grand, harmonious whole, 
with one nation, one Person and one thought in the whole, 
-this shows us that there was a divine Mind behind it all 
guiding those men and telling them what to write: it 
shows us that the Bible came from God because it could 
not possibly have come from man. 

The Words "Antediluvian" and UPost~diluvian."-The 
word "ante-diluvian" comes from the Latin ante meaning 
"before." and diJuvium meanin2' "flood." The word 
"post-diluvian" comes from post meaning "after," and 
diluvium. "flood." 

ADAM AND EVE.-Gen. 3. 

Our Loss Through Adam and our Gain Through Christ. 
-1. Adam was tempted and was overcome, while Christ 
was tempted and overcame. (Matt. 4.) Adam and Eve 
were permitted to eat of all the trees of the Garden of 
Eden except the "tree of the knowledge of good and evil." 
But Satan tempted them by appealing to lIthe lust of the 
flesh," as the tree was good for food; "the lust of the 
eyes," as it was a delight to the eyes; and "the pride of 
life," as it was a tree to be desired to make one wise, as 
they thought. (See 1 John 2:16.)-Jesus was tempted by 
Satan in the same way. He asked Christ to tUrn the stones 
into bread to satisfy hig hunger,-an appeal to the lust 
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of the ftesh. Satan showed him all the kingdoms of the 
world,-an appeal to the lust of the eyes. And he told 
Christ to cast himself down from the temple, the idea 
seeming to be that the people would look upon him as 
some great one,-an appeal to the pride of life. Under 
these three headings all our temptations may be classified. 
But man fell and brought death into the world and all our 
woe. 

2. Through one man sin entered the world; and 
through the other, life. (Rom. 5:12·21.) 

3. "As in Adam all die, so in Christ shall an be made 
alive." (1 Cor. 15:22.) 

4. We have lost a paradise and tree of life on earth, 
but we gain them back in heaven. (Rev. 2:7.) The theme 
of the whole Bible is concerning what we have lost in 
Adam and what we have gained in Christ. In other words, 
it tells of Paradise Lost, and Paradise Regained, as Milton 
calls it. 

Caution.-We should be careful about the use of types, 
and use as such only what the Bible shows us is 8 type; 
for otherwise we might make the Scriptures teach many 
things which they do not in reality teach. We may make 
profitable comparisons between Old Testament persons, 
things and events, and New Testament persons, things and 
events; but we can not say that the fonner is a type of 
the latter unless the Bible clearly shows or intimates that 
such are types, and even then we can only regard as types 
the points mentioned as such in the persons, things and 
events. 

CAIN AND ABEL.-Gen. 4. 

Sin and its Consequences.-God proposed to send a 
Savior to bring man back to his lost estate, and he insti
tuted the animal sacrifice as a type of Christ, stamping on 
the minds of the people thereby the idea of "atonement." 
Genesis does not say specifical1y that God instituted the 
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animal sacrifice, but it intimated it. and when Paul says 
that "by faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sac· 
rifice than Cain,.' (Reb. 11:4) , and that "faith comes by 
hearing, and hearing by the word of God," (Rom. 10:17), 
it is evident that Abel offered his sacrifice by hearing the 
word of God and doing it. Cain presumed that the first
fruits of the ground would do as well as the first·fruits 
of the fiock, but God was displeased with his sacrifice and 
rejected" it. When Cain saw that he was displeasing to 
God, instead of trying to make himself right with him, he 
gave vent to his evil spirit by killing his brother; and then 
when the Lord asked him where his brother was, he falsi
fied. God punished Cain by making him a wanderer on 
the earth. 

Moral and Doctrinal Sin.-A moral sin is one which has 
to do with our fellow men, and a doctrinal sin is one which 
has to do with God alone. Lying, theft, murder, etc., have 
to do with man in his relation to man, and are moral sins; 
while disobedience to what God says about the Sabbath, 
sacrifices, baptism, the Lord's supper, etc., has to do sim
ply with man in his relation to God, and is a doctrinal sin. 
Many people think that if one lives a good moral life it 
matters not wh,ether he has the scriptural doctrine concern
ing rites and ceremonies or not. They think t hat one doc~ 
trine and one church is as good as another. Some of them 
say in substance, " Yes, the Lord gave us that kind of 
church government, work and worship, but it is not neces
sary to do such things just as they are commanded. All 
that the Lord wishes is for us to live the right kind of a 
life morally, and the end in view justifies the means in doc
trinal matters. One doctrine and one church is as good as 
another." But the first sin ever committed was not a 
mora] sin but a doctrinal one. Adam might have said too, 
"Lord, 1 do not see why you have put me on the outside 
of the garden. I have not lied, I have not stolen anything, 
I have not killed anyone. All that I have done is to eat 
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of that tree." But he had sinned nevertheless, and God 
punished him for his sin. And Cain might have said, 
"Of course, Lord, you told me to offer a firstling of the 
flock, but I did not think it necessary to do that. All that 
you wish is a sacrifice, and if I offer to you some of the 
first-fruits of the ground, it certainly will be all right with 
you. You certainly are not particular about these little 
rites and ceremonies." But God rejected his sacrifice 
nevertheless. And what is God going to do with us when 
we neglect or refuse to obey what he says about the Lord's 
Supper, baptism, church government, work and worship, 
etc. ? "These things happened unto them for ensamples, 
and they are written for our admonition." (1 Cor. 10:11.) 

GENEALOGIES AND HOW TO TREAT THEM.-Gen. 5. 

The common reader has often been discouraged in his 
reading of the Old Testament by the great number of hard 
names there. It is not necessary for the ordinary reader 
to pronounce these names, nor for a Bible class to dwell 
on them. Glance over them and take up the thread of the 
history where you find it. But these chapters of names 
have a great purpose, and are specially profitable to the 
student who is after details. The Bible is the history of 
the man Christ, and many of these chapters are necessary 
in order to trace his genealogy from Adam down. There 
are also many chapters of names showing the origin of na
tions, many of which are descended from Abraham. There 
are likewise some chapters in the Old Testament which the 
leader of a promiscuous class of men and women will not 
have read in public, but the necessary points of which he 
can bring out in his own words. 

NOAH AND THE FLOOD.-Gen. 6-9. 

Faith and its Reward.-l. uThe sons of God married 
the daughters of men." We take it that the sons of God 
were the descendants of Seth, and were generally good; 
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while the daughters of men were descendants of Cain and 
were corrupt. The mixed marriages resulted in the 
corruption of the whole world except eight souls. So it has 
always been. God commanded the children of Israel that 
when they went over into the promised land they should 
not marry into the corrupt nations around them; but they 
did not obey him, the result being that they were led 
into sin and were consequently led by God into captivity 
many times. Solomon, notwithstanding all bis wisdom, 
was led off by foreign women whom he had married. 
(Neh. 13:26.) Paul says that Christians should marry 
"only in the Lord." (1 Cor. 7:39.) 

2. God said, "My spirit shall not always strive with 
man," neither will he always contend with us. "For this 
cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they 
should believe a lie; that they all might be damned who 
believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness." 
(2 Thess. 2:11.) It is dangerous to trifle with the teach
ing of God. 

3. Noah was a "preacher of righteousness," (2 Peter 
2:5), and Christians are to be preachers of righteousness 
to the people now. Noah was a preacher by his life, for he 
was a good manj and he was a preacher by his words. 
Christians are to "let their light so shine before men that 
they may see their good works and glorify their Father 
who is in heaven," (Matt. 5:16); and they are to go 
"preaching the word," (Acts 8:4), as the early Christians 
did. 

4. Out of the millions of people in existence at that 
time, there were found only eight souls who were willing 
to obey God. Out of the millions today there are only a 
few who are really willing to follow Christ. "Strait is 
the gate and narrow is the way which leadeth unto life, 
and few there be that find it." (Matt. 7:14.) 

5. If the people then were like people today, they 
probably made fun of Noah saying, "Noah, do you think 
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that you and your family are the only ones who are doing 
rjght, and that all the rest of us are doing wrong? Noah, 
you are very narrow-minded!" That is about the way 
they talk now. The pure gospel never has been popular, 
and it is not now. People are willing to follow a per
verted gospel, and they laugh at those who will have 
nothing but the pure gospel, saying, "And so you think 
that you are the only ones who are right, and that al1 
the rest of us are going to be damned? If that is the 
case, heaven will not be crowded. You are narrow-minded 
to think that we are not all right simply because we are 
not observing some of the commandments just as they 
are in the New Testament." 

6. Suppose Noah had said, "Lord, we can't do any
thing, for we have the whole world against us. We may 
as well give up." Do you think God would have saved 
him? And suppose we say, uSee how much opposition 
there is to the gospel in its purity and simplicitYi there is 
no use in trying to build up a church according to the New 
Testament pattern, therefore we shall not try to do any
thing for the Lord." Do you think that God will save us, 
if 'we thus give up? Right is right, and God does not 
permit us to give up the tight altogether, though we may 
have the whole community against us. If we change fields 
of labor, we may be able to do some good. 

7. But the flood came and destroyed all those wicked 
people who refused to obey the Lordj and Christ at his 
second -coming will take Uvengeance on them that know 
not God and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ." (2 Thess. 1:7, 8.) "Whatsoever things were 
written aforetime were written for your learning, that we 
through patience and comfort of the ScriptUres might 
have hope." (Rom. 15:4.) "These things happened unto 
them for our ensamples, and are written for our admoni
tion." (1 Cor. 10:11.) As Noah was transferred from 
the old sinful world by water, so are we transferred from 
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our sinful state by water baptism. "When once the long
suffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark 
was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were 
saved by water. The like figure whereunto even baptism 
doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth 
of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward 
God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ." (1 Peter 3: 
20, 21.) 

THE POST-DILUVIAN PERIOD 
01 

The Family of Christ.-Gen. II. 

THE TOWER OF BABEL 

Making a Name.-When the descendants of Noah be
gan to multiply, some of them decided to build a tower and 
make to themselves a name and hold themselves together. 
But it was God's command for them to replenish the earth, 
and the principle which they were adopting in the building 
of the tower was destructive to God's plan, so he confused 
their language and caused them to separate and replenish 
the earth. When we today start out to make a name in
stead of to obey the commandments of God, we are just 
as displeasing to God as were these people on the plain of 
Shinar. 

THE PERIOD OF THE PROMISES 
to 

The Family 01 Christ.-Gen. 1l:27-Gen. 50. 
Memory Help on Genesis.-Note that Genesis has 50 

chapters, and that the death of Abraham is found in the 
25th,-the last chapter of the first half of the book. The 
Ii yes of Jacob and Joseph fill the second half of the book, 
Gen. 26-50. 

Introduction.-God had permitted man to show what 
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there was in him through the sixteen hundred years before 
the flood and for about four hundred years after the flood. 
Before t he flood man became so corrupt that God destroyed 
the whole race except eight souls , and in the Post-Diluvian 
Period "professing themselves to be wise they became 
fools, and changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into 
an image made like to corruptible map. and t o birds, 
and four-footed beasts, and creeping things." (Rom. 1: 
22, 23. ) But God is going to send t hem a Savior in due 
time to make atonement for man's sin and to show him 
how to live. This Sa vior must be born in some nation, 
and now God is ready in his great plans to begin to de
velop a nation in which he is to be born. Besides , God 
punishes meli for their disobedience and rewards them for 
obedience, and he chooses a nation to care for t he Scrip
tures which thus tells of God 's dealings with the children 
of men. " Whatsoe\'er things were written aforetime were 
written for our learning, that we through patience and 
comfort of the Scriptures might have hope." (Rom. 15: 
4.) "These things happened unto them for ensamples. 
and are written for our admonition." (1 Cor. 10 :11.) 

When the worJd gets a good start in population, God 
chooses Abram and caUs him from his home in Ur of the 
Chaldees to go into another land and to become the first 
of the chosen nation. Many promises does God make to 
Abraham. and confirms the same to Isaac and Jacob. "He 
[God] hath remembered his covenant forever. the word 
which he commanded to a thousand generations, the cove
nant which he made with Abraham, and his oath to Isaac, 
and confirmed the same unto Jacob for a statute." (Psalm 
105:8-10.) "Covenants of the promise," Paul called them. 
(Eph. 2:12.) Thus we may call the period lasting 
through the lives of these three patriarchs,-The Period 
of the Promises. The history in the rest of the BibJe is 
simply the unfolding of these promises made to Abraham 
and confirmed unto Isaac and Jacob. The promises are: 
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1. The promise concerning greatness in numbers and 
fame._ClI will make of thee a great nation, and I will 
bless thee, and make thy name great, and be thou a bless~ 
ing." (Gen. 12:2.) "I will make thy seed as the dust 
of the earth," (Gen. 13:16); and as "the stars," (Gen. 
15:5). 

2. The promise concerning the land.-ClAll the land 
which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed 
forever." (Gen. 13:15.) 

3. The promise concerning the friends and enemies of 
Abraham.-"I will bless them that bless thee, and curse 
him that curseth thee." (Gen. 12:3.) 

4. The promise concerning Christ.-"In thy seed shall 
all the nations of the earth be blessed." (Gen. 22:18.) 

ABRAHAM.-Gen. 12·25. 

A Man of Faith.-Abraham is held up as a man of 
great faith, and Paul commands us to be imitators of them 
who through faith and patience inherit the promises. 

1. When Abraham left Ur of the Chaldees to go into 
the land of promise, he gave up the enjoyment of living in 
a well cultivated and cultured land, and went among war~ 
ring tribes. How few today are willing to give up a few 
enjoyments in order to serve the LordI 

2. He incurred dangers; but many today will not 
endure even the finger of scorn for truth's sake. 

3. He left behind him all his friends and relatives who 
would not go with him. But many now will not heed the 
call of God, not only because some of their relatives but 
even because some of their mere friends will not like it. 

4. For the sake of peace with his nephew, Lot, re~ 

specting their flocks and herds, Abraham said to him, 
"Let there be no strife between thee and me, for we are 
brethren." He then gave Lot the privilege of taking any 
part of the country he desired, ·and he said that he would 
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go in the opposite direction. How different from Abraham 
are those professed Christians today who are determined 
to have their way in a business transaction though it may 
disrupt a church and throw a whole community into con
fusion! If we had more Abrahams today who are willing 
to give the other man the advantage for the sake of peace, 
the Church would be far better off. Then if we find that 
we can not get along peaceably with people, we can have 
little more to do with them. 

5. But Abraham on two occasions deceived respecting 
his wife. Why he did this, we can not say positively. He 
might have had a wrong conception with reference to God's 
protection under certain circumstances. It is the most 
natural interpretation, however, to say that his faith 
failed him for the tim e.-All great men have weak points, 
and all strong men have their weak times. Witness Peter, 
for instance. Perhaps this was a time when Abraham 
really became weak. But he got into serious trouble for 
this deception. And the lesson we get is, "Let him that 
thinketh he standeth, take heed lest he fall." (1 Cor. 
10:12.) 

6. The great trial of Abraham's faith was in offering 
Isaac. After God had lifted his hopes high about the 
future of his son, he then commanded him to offer him in 
sacrifice to Him. But Abraham knew that God was able 
even to raise Isaac from the ashes, and he went as far 
in the act as the Lord would permit him. He could not 
understand the ways of God, but he obeyed, nevertheless. 
-So we may not understand fully why God permits 
financial and physical disasters to come to his children, 
and often permits health and prosperity to come to the 
wickedj but in the end (jaIl things work together for 
good to them who love the Lord." "Whatsoever things 
were written aforetime, were written for our learning, 
that we through patience and comfort of the Scriptures, 
might have hope." 
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LOT. 

The Evil Results of a Selfish Choice.-l. Lot must have 
had some faith to go with his uncle into the wilds of Ca
naan; but it seems that prosperity dwarfed him some, as 
it does so many today, 

2. When Abraham proposed to give him any part of 
the land he chose in order that no difficulties might exist 
among them, without any deference for his uncle so far 
as the record informs us Lot gladly picked the choicest 
part of the land for his flocks and herds.-How many Lots 
we have today who eagerly grasp for the best in sight! 

3. Lot was much more interested in good pastures for 
his herds than in moral surroundings for himself and his 
family, for he chose the wicked region of Sodom.-We' 
have too many today who make their business bend to 
their religion. Many professed Christians are determined 
to make money regardless of the evil associations of their 
business or the community in which they must carry it on. 

4. Lot first pitched his tent toward Sodom, but was 
soon found wholly within the wicked city.-How many 
now pitch their tent toward wickedness, and then soon find 
themselves surrounded by it! 

5. But Lot held to his integrity regardless of the wick
edness of the place, and "vexed his righteous soul from 
day to day with their unlawful deeds," (2 Peter 2:8) j and 
in this respect he becomes an example to us.-Many now, 
if they happen to be surrounded by wickedness, soon fall 
in with the evil altogether. Lot was running great risks. 
His abode there caused his wife, it seems, to become so 
much attached to some things or persons there that she 
disobeyed the Lord and looked back where they were as 
they fled from the doomed city. 

6. By choosing this wicked place as his abode, Lot 
lost all he had in Sodom, he lost his wife, he was led to a 
disgraceful affair in the cave to which he and his daugh-

26 



ters had fled, and it seems that he lost all his substance.
So now, many people who are so eager to make money, 
lose their own souls, and cause their wives and children to 
lose theirs; by paying little or no attention to the moral 
surroundings in which they are. "These things happened 
unto them for ensamples, Rnd are written for our admoni~ 
tion." 

ISAAC. 

A Quiet Life.-Isaac's life is so interwoven with that 
of Abraham and Jacob, that it is not necessary to con~ 
sider it separately here. He is a sort of connecting link 
between these two great characters. God confirmed to 
him the promises he had made to Abraham, and blessed 
him in the things of this world in his uneventful life. 
Some one has said of nations, and the same applies to in
dividuals, "Happy is that people whose annals are few! ' 
In other words, there are no great calamities to record. 
Isaac must have been happy. 

JACOB.-Gen. 26·50. 

Deception and its Consequent SorrowR.-Jacob and 
Esau were the twin sons of Isaac, Esau being born first. 
According to the custom then, E sau was entitled to his 
lather's special blessings, called the birth-right. But 
Esau, in a time of hunger, sold his birth-right to Jacob for 
a mess of pottage. Paul says Egau was a Hprofane per
son'~-treated lightly a sacred something, his birth-right. 
When Isaac told Esau to go and get some venison for him 
that he might eat and bestow the blessing, J acob slipped 
in ahead of his brother, prepared a dish from his flocks, 
disguised himself and obtained the blessing. For this 
Esau hated his brother and swore that he would kill him 
when his lather was dead. Jacob fled to his mother's 
people. In another land he served seven years for Rachel, 
but was given Leah instead; then by servini' fourteen years 
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he received both of them for wives. God prospered him 
in flocks and herds above his father-in-law for whom he 
was working, so much so that the latter became jealous 
of Jacob. Jacob then stole away, unawares to his father
in-law, with his family and his flocks. When Laban, the 
father-in-law, heard it, he pursued Jacob, but God told 
him not to harm Jacob. Nevertheless, Jacob had many 
anxious moments in getting away. Then as Jacob neared 
his father's home, the vengeance of Esau loomed up before 
him greater than ever before. All these years, no doubt, 
he had had a feeling of dread when he thought of his 
wrathful brother. He sent presents ahead to appease his 
brother; and when he heard that Esau was coming to meet 
him with a band of men, he was greatly afraid. But when 
his brother met him, instead of killing him he fell on his 
neck and kissed him and welcomed him back to his native 
land.- This long stay away from home, this trouble in 
getting his wives, this anxiety through this time that his 
brother might kill him some day. and this time of sus
pense just before he met his brother,-all came as a result 
of his deception of his father and of his taking the birth
right from his brother. And the lesson that we gather 
from the life of Jacob is that deception never pays, for 
while we may seem to gain at the time, in the end we 
shall suffer and perhaps lose our souls. 

JOSEPH.-Gen. 37·50. 

Faithfulness, with its Persecutions and its Rewards.
There is every evidence that Joseph was a good and obe
dient son. His father loved him and made for him a coat 
of many colors. God sent him dreams, for which, when he 
related them, he was rebuked by his brethren and his fa
ther. His brethren despised him and sold him into Egypt 
to see what would become of his dreams that he would 
reign over them. Joseph could not tell why it was that 
he was so illtreated when he had always done what is 
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right; but he remained true to God in all his troubles. His 
faithfulness as a servant in the house of Potiphar raised 
him to be head over the house. When his master's wife 
tried to entice him to do evil, he refused; and was then 
falsely accused by her, and thrown into prison by his mas
ter. He could not see why it was that though he was 
guiltless he should suffer for something which he had not 
done; yet he remained faithful to his God. He was a mod
el prisoner, and liberty was given him in the prison-house. 
But the tide now turns. By the power of God he interprets 
the dreams of the baker and butler of the king who had 
been thrown into prison, and afterwards he interprets the 
dream of Pharoah himself. Joseph is now made a ruler in 
Egypt next· to the king himself that he might gather the 
surplus of corn in the years of plenty which Joseph had 
foretold. In the seven years of famine, his brethren came 
down from Canaan to buy com, and bowed themselves be
fore Joseph as his dreams in youth had indicated that they 
should; but they did not know that the ruler was Joseph. 
Joseph did not make himself known at first but accused 
them, perhaps to bring them to their senses. The talk 
among these brethren, in this distressing time to them, 
showed that they considered this as a punishment for their 
selling of their brother. But finally Joseph made himself 
known to them, and freely forgave them for selling him. 
Thus, Joseph, the righteous boy and man, received perse
cutions, but in the end,-reward; while his brethren, en
vious and vengeful, prospered for awhile in their evil de
signs, but in the end received their punishment. 

These things are written for our comfort and warning. 
We must not pine because trials and persecutions come 
upon us. Like Joseph we should make the best of our 
present conditions, do right always, and trust in the Lord 
for final victory. God used the envy and wrath of man to 
preserve many lives in this instance, and he may he doing 
it in some instances where we are the afflicted ones. '4Let 
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us never grow weary in well doing, for in due season we 
shall reap if we faint not." 

Introduction to the Bondage and Deliverance.-Though 
it is not revealed that God talked to Joseph as he did to 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, except in the interpretation of 
the dreams, yet we know that He watched over him. 
Joseph was so confident of the fulfillment of the promises 
made to the fathers that he gave commandment that when 
they went up out of Egypt they should take his bones with 
them. At about the end of his life, the great division of 
the history of Christ's family enters on another period, 
The Bondage in Egypt. The period of the separation of a 
people from the rest of mankind to become the distinct an~ 
cestors of Christ, and the confirming of them while wan
dering as shepherds, has now ended, and they are ahout to 
enter on the period of darkness in Bondage, a few hundred 
years before they enter in to possess the land promised 
to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

JOB. - (See the Book of Job.) 

Job seems to have lived sometime in the Patriarchal 
Age of Religion. The descendants of Abraham through 
Hagar and her son, Ishmael, and through Keturah (an
other wife of Abraham) and her sons, and .the descend
ants of Esau-all dwelt south and southeast of Palestine. 
Job probably belonged to some of those tribes. Here are 
some points in the book: 

1. Job loses all his possessions and his posterity, and 
yet he remains faithful to God, contrary to what Satan 
said. 

2. He suffers physical pain, and yet he remains faith· 
ful to God. 

3. His friends come to "comfort" him, but it is pOOt 
comfort, for they rather accuse him. They tell him that 
he is suffering all these things because of his sins, but Job 
maintains his innocence. The subject they discuss is the 
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age-old one "as to why the innocent often suffer and the 
wicked often prosper. The "key" to the "friends" argu
ment is in Chapter 4:7. "Whoever perished. being inno .. 
cent? or where were the righteous cut off? Job's reason
ing is that the wicked are not always punished here, nor 
the righteous always rewarded now. Regardless of his 
trials, Job does not sin against God. 

4. The end of Job's life is that he is blessed of God. 
"Behold. we count them happy which endure. Ye have 
heard of the patience [steadfastness] of Job, and have 
seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and 
of tender mercy." (James 5:11.) 

THE EGYPTIAN BONDAGE 
of 

The Family of Chrisl.-Exo. 1-18. 
1. The Sureness of God's Promise.-God had promised 

the land of Canaan to Abraham and his posterity. yet he 
did not give it to them then. The inhabitants of the land. 
it seems, had not yet gone to the full lirn.it of sin so that 
they merited complete destruction. "The iniquity of the 
Amorite is not yet full." (Gen. 15:16.) But now their 
cup is full. and God is going to tUrn them over to the 
chosen nation, for they are a menace to the civilization of 
the world. While waiting for the cup of the Amorite to 
be made full. the Jews are held in Egyptian bondage. 

2. Duration of the Bondage.-God told Abraham that 
his posterity should serve "that nation," the Egyptian, 
"four hundred years." (See Gen. 15:13-16.) But some 
have contended that the bondage was only a little over two 
hundred years. inasmuch as they were to come out in the 
fourth generation. But according to the loose meaning of 
many Hebrew expressions. that must refer to the promi
nent men in that period, for covering the same period we 
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have nine or ten generations from Ephraim to Joshua. 
(See 1 Chron. 7:22-27.) 

EARLY LIFE OF MOSES.-Exo.1-4. 

One of the Noblest of God's Servants.-Moses' life 
divides itself into three parts of forty years each,-his 
life as a son of Pharoah's daughter, his life in the land of 
Midian, and bis life as leader of the people in the wilder
ness. In this connection we shall notice some lessons in 
the first two parts of his life. 

1. "By faith Moses, when he was come to years, re
fused to be called the son of Pharoah's daughter; choosing 
rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to 
enjoy the pleasures of sin for a seasonj esteeming the 
reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of 
Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompense of reward." 
(Heb. 11:24-26.) Moses gave up riches when he turned 
away from the court of Egypt, and associated with a band 
of slaves who not only did not have any worldly posses
sions but did not even own themselves. When we see how 
eagerly many people, and even professed Christians, run 
after the almighty dollar, we must say that there are not 
many who have the faith of Moses. He turned away from 
pleasure, too, for kings generally have all that the heart 
can desirej and joined himself to those who had to work 
under the lash of a cruel master. The way many pro
fessed Christians run after a good time and neglect their 
religious duties, convinces us that most of them are far 
from having the faith of Israel's law-giver. Moses was 
learned in an the wisdom of the Egyptians, but he turned 
away from all the advantages and distinction which would 
come to him thereby and went and associated with people 
who had no education at all. Yet many Christians today 
when they get a little knowledge of the things of this 
earth consider themselves above the plain common people 
of the Lord, and wish to associate altogether with those 
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who have a similar worldly education no matter how vile 
they may be. If Moses would not have been king of Egypt 
he would at least have occupied a high position of glory 
if he had remained as a grandson of the king; but he 
turned away from all such earthly praise and abode with 
a people who were not only not praised but who were de
spised. When we see the rush among people for a little 
worldly distinction, our conclusion is that there are few in 
the world who have the humility of Moses. 

2. When Moses turned away from the court of Egypt 
and went among his people and killed the man found smit
ing one of his brethren, it seems that he was ahead of 
God's plan, for though God intended for him to lead the 
children of Israel he had not called him yet nor qualified 
him. His own brethren would not accept him, and Moses 
became discouraged. Moses was too anxious to deliver an 
oppressed people. Today the dilapidated condition of the 
people of God may appeal to a man in a community and 
he may become so enthused that he pushes himself for
ward too soon to lead the people of God, for he may not 
be ready yet to become a leader in their midst. We must 
not permit our zeal to get ahead of our knowledge. 

3. Moses then fled into the wilderness, where he re
mained forty years. But all the time he was there, it 
seems that he ,was faithful to his God. So with us, no 
matter where we go we should be faithful to our Maker. 
If we get into a community where the Lord is not wor
shipped according to his Word, we must not fall in with 
the corrupt practices of the people about us but should try 
to build a church of the apostolic kind. 

4. When God appears to him on Mt. Horeb and tells 
him to go and lead his people out of their bondage, he is 
not anxious to go but tries to beg off. When he says that 
his people will not believe him, God gives him the power 
to perform miracles. When he says that he is slow of 
speech, God gives him Aaron, his brother, as a spokesman 
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for him. God becomes angry with Moses' constant effort 
to escape the responsibility of leading the people out. 
Let us learn the lesson here that when the brethren urge 
a man to act as elder or deacon, or do some other work 
for the Lord, and he utterly refuses to do it, he is occupy~ 
ing the same position that Moses did when God was angry 
wi th him for his effort to get away from duty. But finally 
Moses goes and leads the people out. 

THE TEN PLAGUES AND THE DEPARTURE. 

Ex •• 5 t. 13 :16. 

Pharaoh Hardens His Heart.-The Ten Pla£,ues are 
brought upon the Egyptians to cause them to let Israel 
go, but Pharaoh uhardened his heart" (Exo. 8:18), and 
then dod helped him do what he wanted to do and hard~ 
ened his heart. To trifle with God is dangerous. Even 
under the New Covenant, we have this: uFor this cause 
shall God send them strong delusion, that they should 
believe a lie; that they all might be damned who believed 
not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness." (2 
Thess. 2:11, 12.) 

Pharaoh changed his attitude several times, when 
Israel wished to go into the wilderness to worship God. 
First he said, uYe shall not go very far." Then, j4Go now 
ye that are men and serve your Lord." Later, "Go ye, 
serve the Lord; only let your flocks and your herds be 
stayed; let your litUe ones also go with you," So the 
devil eompromises a little when he finds he has to, but 
we should not be satisfied with any half-way service to 
God-let us take OUt' all to Him. 

The Passover.-The Israelites are commanded to kill 
a lamb, sprinkle its blood on their door posts, and eat the 
lamb, with their baggage ready to go out of Egypt. The 
destroying angel passes over the homes where the blood 
is, but alights on the Egyptian homes and slays the first.. 
born of man and beast. Then Pharaoh and all tho people 
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urge the children of Israel to flee from the land, and they 
go out with great substance. This feast of the Passover 
was to be observed by the Jews forever. Under the New 
Covenant, "Christ, our Passover, is sacrificed for us," 
(1 Cor. 6:7.) 

FROM THE DEPARTURE TO THE DELIVERANCE AT 
THE RED SEA.-Exo. 13:17 to 15:21. 

A Glorious Deliverance.-The Israelites were led by a 
cloud by day, and by a pillar of fire by night. They came 
to the Red Sea, which they passed through on dry ground, 
and the Egyptians attempting to follow were destroyed 
when the waters came together. No wonder they sang a 
song of deliverance when they saw the dead bodies of the 
tyrants they had been serving! And Christians have a 
right to sing "the song of Moses and the Lamb," for their 
deliverance from the power of sin, when they obey the 
gospel. Read I Corinthians, 10th chapter. "I would not 
that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were 
under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; and were 
all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea.'" 
Notice that the sea was on each side of them, and the 
cloud passed over them and between them and the 
Egyptians, and they were "baptized" in the cloud and 
the sea. This shows that baptism is an overwhelming, 
which harmonizes with the expression "buried with him 
in baptism," in Romans 6:4. The Jews have not forgotten 
this glorious deliverance of thirty-five hundred years ago. 

FROM THE RED SEA TO MT. SINAI. 
Exo. 15 :22 to 18 ch. 

Manna Is Sent.-For forty years the Israelites ate of 
the manna which God sent down. Jesus says: "I am that 
bread of life. Your fathers did eat manna in the wilder
ness and are dead. This is the bread which cometh down 
from heaven, that a man may eat thereof and not die. 
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I am the living bread which came down from heavenj if 
any man eat of this bread, he shall live forever.JJ (John 
6:48-61.) 

Cursing Them That Curse Israel.-God had said to 
Abraham, HI will bless them that bless thee, and curse him 
that curseth thee." (Gen. 12:3.) As Israel comes out of 
Egypt, the Amalekites fight against them, but God gives 
his people the victory. Hundreds of years later, we have 
this: "Thus saith the Lord of hosts, I remember that 
which Amalek did to Israel, how he laid wait for him in 
the way, when he came up from Egypt. Now go and 
smite Amalek." (1 Sam. 15.) God's promises arc someR 
times long in the fulfilling, but they are sure. 
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II 
Jewish Dispensation 

of Religion 

THE NATIONALIZING 
01 

The Family 01 Chrisl.-Exo. 19-Num. 10:10. 

Memory Help to Exodus.-"Ex" means "out," and 
"ad us" refers to a march,-the whole word referring to 
the going out of the children of Israel from Egypt. The 
20th chapter is the .Tewish Constitution,-the Ten Com
mandments. Three chapters, (ExD. 21-23), are Man-ward 
Laws; and the rest of Exodus contains God-ward Laws, 
with a very few exceptions. 

Memory Help to Leviticus.-The word "Leviticus" 
refers to the tribe of Levi, who were the priests, and the 
book tells chiefly of their priestly work. The first 7 chap
ters tell of the different kinds of sacrifices. The next 3 
tell of the consecration of those offering them,-Aaron and 
his sons, Levites. The rest of the book, (11-27), treats as 
a whole of ceremonial cleanliness and holiness of the peo
ple in general and of the Levites in particular, with the 
Jewish feasts nearly all mentioned in the 23rd chapter, a 
chapter whose contents should by all means be remem
bered. 

I THE CONSTITUTION (The Ten Commandments) 
Exodus 20. 

The Ten Commandments form an outline of all the laws 
of the Jews, just as the Constitution of the United States 
forms an outline of all the laws of these States. Jesus 
classifies these ten commandments under two heads,-du
ties toward God, and duties toward man. He says, "Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 
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all thy soul, and with all thy mind ••.. Thou shalt love 
thy neighbor as thyself." (Matt. 22:37, 38.) 

Four Godeward Laws: 
(1) Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 
(2) Thou shalt not make any graven image. 
(3) Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy 

God in vain. 
(4) Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy. 

Six Man·ward Laws: 
(5) Honor thy father and thy mother. 
(6) Thou shalt not kill. 
(7) Thou shalt not commit adultery. 
(8) Thou shalt not steal. 
(9) Thou shalt no bear false witness against thy 

nieghbor. 
(10) Thou shalt not covet. 

II. DETAILS OF THE CONSTITUTION 
Exodus 21-Numbers 10:10. 

1. Man-ward Laws.-Exo. 21-23. [exceptions). 
2. God-ward Laws.-Exo. 24-Num. 10:10 (with a few 

(a) The Tabernacle.-Exo. 25-40. (Read Book of 
Hebrews.) 

(b) The different kinds of Offerings at the Taber
nacle.-Lev. 1-7. 

(c) Consecration of the High Priest and his Sons 
(those serving in the Tabernacle) .-Lev. 8-10. 

(d) Ceremonial Cleanness, Holiness and Purity. o( 

the people in general and the Levites in par
ticular.-Most of Lev. 11-27. 

(e) The Religions Festivals.-Lev. 23, 25. 
(f) Blessings and Curses foretold for Obedience 

and Disobedience.-Lev. 26. 
(g) The Numbering of Israel, and Divers Laws.

Num. 1:-10:10. 
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AARON AND THE GOLDEN CALF.-Exo. 32. 
Aaron, the Eloquent Man.-Moses was forty days in 

the mountain receiving the law, and the people said they 
did not know what had become of him and wished Aaron 
to make them a god to go before them. Aaron, the elo
quent man, meekly submitted to them and fashi oned their 
gold into a calf.-How seldom do we find eloquence and 
steadfastness in the same person! The fluent man is often 
not a well-balanced man. He may do well while working 
under some one else, but when left to himself as a leader 
will soon drift away. Paul speaks of those who by good 
words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the innocent. 
The eloquent man will take well with the people, because 
he makes them feel good with his flowery words; but when 
the time comes that he should stand firmly for the right, 
he wili probably meekly submit to the people in their re· 
bellious notions. The eloquent preacher may draw many 
people into the church, yet when he is gone the religion of 
his converts is often gone. His personality wins the pea· 
pIe to himself rather than to the Lord. The firm solid 
preacher who holds the next meeting after the one by the 
eloquent man may have to help the elders do as Moses did, 
- cut off the disobed ient oneSj and then perhaps he will 
be called a disturber, as Moses was blamed for killing the 
people whom God slew for their rebellion. (Num. 16:41.) 

The Golden Calf or the Golden Eagle, Which?-The 
Jews made a golden calf for a god because, perhaps, they 
had been used to seeing the Egyptian god, the bull Apis, 
in the land of their bondage.-We may severely criticize 
these people for bowing down to a golden calf and wor
shipping it, but are not many today, even in the Church, 
worshipping the golden eagle, and the one on the silver 
dollar? That of the Jews was idolatry, but we might call 
the kind today, Dollartry. Paul says, "Coveteousness is 
idolatry," and "no idolater hath any inheritance in the 
kingdom of God and Christ." If letting money come be-

89 



tween us and God makes us idolaters, then permitting 
friends or relatives or pleasure or honor to hinder us in 
our duty to God, makes us idolaters, too. "Let us fear." 

THE SIN OF NADAB AND ABIHU.-Lev. 10. 

"A Little Thing."-God commanded that a certain 
kind of incense should be used to burn to him, and that 
the priests should get their fire to burn it from the 
brazen altar in the outer court. But Nadab and Abihu 
seemed to reason thus: "Of course God has told us to use 
a certain kind of incense and to get our fire from off the 
brazen altar, but we do not think it is necessary to do it 
that way. We have an incense that we think is a little 
better, we have a fire which is a little closer, and we do 
not think it necessary to use the same kind of incense each 
time or to get our fire from off the brazen altar. 'The end 
in view justifies the means,' anyway. All that the Lord 
'Yishes is for us to make a fragrance through the taber
nacle." If these were not their exact thoughts, still these 
were their thoughts in principle.-So today men reason in 
the same way. Concerning raising money for him, God 
says, "Upon the first day of the week let each one of you 
lay by him in store as he may prosper." (1 Cor. 16:2.) But 
men today say, "Yes, that is what God says', but I think 
we have a better way. We will have a supper, a cantata, a 
'distric' schule/ 'an old maid's convention,' 'a mock trial,' 
'a Tom Thumb wedding,' etc. The end in view justifies 
the means, and all that the Lord wishes is money to 
carryon the work, and it does not matter how it is ob
tained." Or perhaps they say, "God wishes us to add mem
bers to the Church, and it doesn't matter how we do it. 
Of course he has said, 'He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved,' (Mark 16:15, 16), and, 'without faith it 
is impossible to please God,' (Heb. 11:6); but we shall 
take the little babies who do not and cannot believe and 
shall baptize them, and when they grow up we shall tell 

40 



them that they are in the Church, and thus we shall get 
many new members." Or perhaps they say. "Yes, Bible 
baptism is spoken of as being with 'much water,' (John 
3:23); 'going down into the water,' and 'coming up out 
of the water,' (Acts 8:38, 39) j and a 'burial,' (Rom. 6: 
4) j-but it is not necessary to do it that way. A drop 
is as good as an ocean, and baptism is only an outward 
sign of an inward grace, and it does not matter. The end 
in view justifies the means, and all that the Lord wishes 
is for us to be converted and live good moral lives, and 
it does not matter about such a little rite as baptism." 
Yes, Nadab and Abihu seemed to think it was a small 
thing to offer strange fire before him, but the result was 
that "there came a fire from Jehovah, and devoured them. 
and they died before Jehovah." (Lev. 10:2.) And what 
will God do for us in presuming to change his commands 
concerning rites and ceremonies? 

JEWISH FEASTS.-Lev. 23, 25. 

The Jewish and Christian Feasts Compared.-God or
dained many feasts for his people under the Old Covenant. 
They were: 1. The Sabbath. 2. The Passover. 3. The 
Feast of Weeks, (called Pentecost in the New Testament 
because it was fifty days,-the word pentecost means fifty 
days,-after the sabbath before the waving of the first ... :, 
ripe sheaf). 4. Feast of Trumpets. 5. Day of Atone- LfII 

ment. 6. Feast of Tabernacles. 7. The Sabbatical Year.Le'o .~ 
8. The Year of Jubilee. I.e» .I":IU A.S! T 

But Christians do not have many feasts and days to 
keep. The Day of Pentecost when the Church was estab
lished was on the first day of the week, inasmuch as Pen
tecost was fifty days from a Jewish Sabbath. Christ arose 
from the grave on the first day of the week. The disci
ples came together on the first day of the week to break 
bread. (Acts 20:7.) The disciples were commanded to 
lay by in store as they had been prospered on the first day 
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of ' the week. (1 Cor. 16:2.) And John speaks of "the 
Lord's day," (Rev. 1:10), which was certainly the same 
day. The Lord's Supper is the only feast which has been 
given to Christians in the New Testament; and the Lord's 
day, the first day of the week, is the only day which the 
apostolic Christians regarded. The word UEastcr" is 
found once, in Acts 12, but this is the same Greek word 
which in many places is rendered upassover," and is so 
rendered in the Revised Version. Thus we do not read 
in the New Testament of Easter observed by Christians, 
Christmas, Lent, Good Friday. etc. When the early Chris
tians began to long after such days, Paul said, "Ye ob
serve days, months, and seasons, and years; I am afraid 
of you lest by any means 1 have bestowed labor upon you 
in vain." (Gal. 4:10, 11.) The way to honor Christ is not 
to keep many feasts and days to him which he has not 
commanded, but to observe faithfully the things which he 
has commanded,-the feast of the Lord's Supper in the 
Lord's house on the Lord's day. 

BLESSINGS AND CURSES FOR OBEDIENCE AND 
D1S0BEDIENCE.-Lev. 26. 

Saddening History.-Great were the blessings which 
God promised the children of Israel if they , would obey 
himj and great too were the promised calamities if they 
disobeyed. "Five of you shall chase a hundred, and a 
hundred of you shaU put ten thousand to flight." (Lev. 
26:8,)-So with God's people today. If we will stand by 
his Word, and read and study it as we should, we shaH be 
able to overthrow those who have arrayed themselves 
against the truth of God. The history of Israel shows that 
they disobeyed God; and their history shows, too, that all 
these calamities foretold by Moses came to pass. And if 
God's word is sure and the people were punished for dis
obedience then, is it not just as sure now and shall we 
not be punished for transgression? ulf the word spoken 
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by angels proved steadfast, and every transgression and 
disobedience received a just recompense of reward, how 
shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation '/" (Heb. 
2:2, 3.) 

THE WILDERNESS WANDERINGS 
of 

The Nation of Chris!.-Num. IO:ll-Deu!. 34 (End) 
Remarks on Numbers and Deuteronomy.-The Book of 

Numbers is so called because it records the two number
ings of the children of Israel,-when they came up out of 
the land of Egypt and just before they crossed the Jordan 
river into the land of promise. (See Num. 1-4; 26.) The 
Book of Deuteronomy is so called because the word means 
"repetition of the law," and in it is recorded Moses' rep
etition of the law to the people just before he died. 

1. FROM SINAI TO KADESH 
(Num. 10:11-Num. 12.) 

THE MURMURING FOR FLESH.-Num. 11. 
The Flesh·pots of Egypt.-God fed the people in the 

wilderness with manna from above, but they grew tired of 
that and longed for the kind of food which they had eaten 
back in the land of their bondage. They said. "We remem
ber the fish which we did eat in Egypt freely; the 
cucumbers. and the melons, and the leeks, and the onions, 
and the garlic." (Verse 5.) This manna was a type of 
Christ, for Jesus says, "I am the living Bread which came 
down out of heaven." (John 6:51.)-As they rejected 
the manna in the wilderness, so many today have grown 
tired of Christ and his Word. They do not wish to hear 
the plain preaching and teaching of the Sacred Volume, for 
it no longer satisfies their unconverted souls. They are 
supposed to have left the world, but they are looking back 
and longing for the things they had there. They long 
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for the dance, for the card-party, for the theater, etc., 
which they had back in the bondage of sin. And many 
churches as a whole satisfy the worldly longings of the 
murmuring people by giving shows. suppers, etc., in con
nection with or as part of their religious(?) work . . But 
the Church and the world are supposed to be different. 
The very word "church" means 'Icalled out." "Love not 
the world, neither the things which are in the world. If 
any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in 
him." (1 John 2:15.) If that be the case, there are many 
Christians who have not the love of the Father in them. 
Again, "The friendship of the world is enmity with Cod. 
\Vhosoever thereiore will be a friend of the world is the 
enemy of God." (James 4:4.) So there are many pro
fessed friends of God who afe his enemies. Are you one, 
dear reader? God was displeased with these people for 
rejecting his food, and sent a plague which killed many of 
them. What will he do with us for slighting the True 
Manna, Christ, as revealed in his word? 

THE MURMURING AGAINST MOSES BY AARON 
AND MIRIAM.-Num. 12. 

Jealousy.-Moses was appointed by God to lead the 
people of Israel out of Egypt, and Aaron, his brother, was 
permitted to go along as a spokesman. But Aaron and 
Miriam, his sister, became jealous of Moses, and them
selves wished to be the foremost leaders of the people. 
Aaron had done such a poor job of leading the people when 
Moses was up in the mountain, (for he helped the people 
to make their golden calf), that it is possible that some 
of the leadership was taken away from him. Miriam, 
however, seemed to be the chief one in this rebellion, for 
she is mentioned first and she is the one who received the 
special judgment. But God was displeased with them for 
this presumption on their part, and he sent leprosy on 
Miriam. She was put on the outside of the camp for seven 

44 



days; but when Aaron cried unto Moses, and Moses cried 
unto the Lord, she was healed.-A good lesson for us. God 
has set in the church elders and deacons, and we should 
respect the authority of qualified men. (See 1 Tim. 3; 
Titus 1.) In the first place, we should be exceedingly 
careful whom we put into this office of elder, or bishop, 
lest we get in those who will lord it over God's heritage, 
which is contrary to His word. The elders should gather 
up the sentiment of the brethren as to what is best for 
the church to do in matters where the Lord has not given 
the details, and in this way the church rules itself through 
them. Then we should listen to them. "Obey them that 
have the rule over you, and submit yourselves, for they 
watch for your souls as they that must give account; that 
they may do it with joy, and not with grief." (Heb. 13: 
17.) When elders realize that they will have to give ac
count for the souls in their charge, there will be more dili
gence on their part; and when the other members realize 
that they will have to answer for their obedience to scrip
tural elders, there will be better order in the kingdom of 
Christ. Aaron and Miriam raised against Moses a trivial 
objection respecting his marriage; and so today men ambi
tious for the eldership themselves will raise trivial objec
tions against men in that position who are doing a good 
work. Miriam and Aaron stirred the anger of God against 
themselves, and we shall do the same thing if we raise a 
rebellion against scriptural elders. Poor Moses! He had 
a hard time. His own brother and sister rose against him. 
So under the New Covenant a man's foes may be they of 
his own household. 

II. THE SPIES AT KADESH.-Num. 13, 14. 
CALEB AND JOSHUA 

The Fear of Giants.-When the children of Israel left 
Mt. Sinai after the law was given, they came soon to Ka
desh Barnea whence they sent twelve spies into the land 
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of Canaan to spy it out. These men spent forty days 
looking over the land, and brought back a glowing report 
of the productiveness of it. Ten of the spies said that 
they could not overcome the people as they were giants; 
but two of the spies said that they could, and exhorted the 
people to go up and possess the land. But the voice of 
the ten prevailed, and the people became greatly di scour~ 
aged and complained against Moses and Aaron, and 
wished that they had died in the land of Egypt or in the 
wilderness. God was greatly displeased with them and 
ordered them to be led back into the wilderness to wander 
till all that faithless generation had passed away. Forty 
years it was ordained that they should wander. 

Do not giants loom up before the child of God today? 
There is the saloon, the house of ill-repute, the gambling 
den, etc. These are giants and we have to fight against 
them. There is, too, religious error on every hand: Rus
sellism, Eddyism, Mormonism, Roman Catholicism and 
sectarianism, these are giants which rise before the sol
dier of the cross j yet we must have the faith of Caleb 
and Joshua, the spies of faith, and be willing to march 
against these mighty foes. Then there is indifferentism 
and worldlyism and compromise among the disciples of 
our Lord who have the true doctrine. Shall we throw 
up our hands at all these giants before us, and give up 
the fight? If we do, then we are no better than the ten 
evil spies who discouraged the people with their cowardly 
report. We must be like Caleb and Joshua if we would 
be saved. Out of the 603,550 men able to bear arms who 
came up out of the land of Egypt, at the end of the forty' 
years of wandering there were only two left-Caleb and 
Joshua, the good spies; all the rest died because of their 
unbelief. So now, only those who are willing to stand 
against the modern giants and to endure to the end, shall 
be permjtted to enter into that rest which remains for 
the people of God. "Written for our admonition." 



III. FROM KADESH TO THE JORDAN. 
Num.15-36. 

THE SABBATH·BREAKER PUNISHED. 
N um. 15 :32·36. 

A "Little Thing."-God commanded the people not to 
work on the Sabbath day; but one man paid no attention 
to the command and gathered sticks upon that day. The 
man was brought to Moses, Moses inquired of the Lord, 
and the man was stoned. A little thing, you say, for 
which to die! But is disobedience a little thing? God 
has given to us now the New Testament Scriptures in 
which are all things 'which pertain to life and godliness. 
(See 2 Peter 1:3); and he forbids our adding anything to 
what he has given. (See Rev. 22:18.) Instrumental music 
was not used in the worship of the apostolic Christians. 
Of course they had it in Old Testament times where they 
had polygamy, burning of incense, etc., but nowhere in the 
New Covenant do we find it. What right have we to add 
to the singing which God has commanded? It is not a 
question of a mere organ or piano, but it is a question of 
obedience. If I can add one thing to what the Lord has 
said, I can add another and another and another, and 
where are we going to stop this side of Rome? God told 
the people in the wilderness not to work on the Sabbath; 
and when the man gathered sticks, he was stoned. God 
tells us not to add to his Word; and when we add instru
mental music or anything else, what will he do with us? 
We may think that such music added to the singing which 
he has commanded is a little thing: but so thought this 
man, it seems, who gathered sticks. "A man that de
spised Moses' law died without mercy unto two or three 
witnesses; of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, 
shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot 
the Son of God?" (Heb. 10 :28, 29.) 
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KORAH'S REBELLION.-Num. 16. 

Punishment for Jealousy and Unholy AmbiUon.-Moses 
was leading the people in a political way and Aaron was 
high-priest, both doing such according to God's command. 
But Karah, Dathan and Abil'am were jealous of them and 
were ambitious to lead the people themselves, and with 
them were two hundred and fifty princes. But God as 
well as Moses was angry with these men for rebelling 
against the authority which had been given to Moses; and 
according to the word of Moses the ground opened and 
swallowed those men, and fire came from Jehovah and 
devoured the princes. 

The lesson here is the same as that where Aaron and 
Miriam murmured against Moses-a question of obedience 
to the proper authority. If bishops in the church have 
become unqualified for their office and will not resign, then 
according to the principle in 1 Tim. 5:19, they can be tried 
before disinterested evangelists from the outside of the 
congregation. Let the accused choose an evangelist on 
the outside of the church who has had nothing to do in 
the matter, and let the accusers choose another, and let 
these two choose a third evangelist. A trial can be con
ducted much as a trial in our civil courts. If a bishop 
refuses to have such men come in that the matter may be 
settled and thus shows that he is determined not to be 
tried at all, the church should choose men for him and 
go forward with the trial, for a bishop is no more exempt 
from trial than any other ChristiaIL The church then 
should abide by the decision of two out of these three 
men, or let the matter drop. But when the elders are 
qualified, we should listen to them. (Heb.13:17.) When 
men rise against scriptural elders through their jealousy 
and unholy ambition, they are sinning against God as did 
Korah and his company, and they should be excluded from 
the fellowship of the church. A leader in the church, 
whether he be an elder, or deacon, or evangelist, though 
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he may do the best he can, will always find those who 
will not appreciate his sacrifices for the Lord and will 
oppose him. We should always remember what Moses 
had to endure, even sometimes from his own brother and 
sister, and strive to imitate his faith. These things have 
been written for our comfort and consolation. 

MOSES' SIN AT THE ROCK.-Num. 20. 

Failing to Sanctify God.-The people murmured for 
water, and Moses was commandcd to go and speak to the 
rock. He smote the rock and cried, "Hear now, ye reb
els; must we fetch you water out of this rock?"-taking 
the honor t,o himself and Aaron. David said that Moses 
spake "unadvisedly with his lips." (Psalm 106:83.) And 
for his sin in failing to sanctify the Lord in the eyes 
of the children of Israel, God did not permit him to cross 
the Jordan into the promised land. though he Bought it 
earnestly. 

Oh, how many today are making the mistake that 
Moses did! Paul says, "Unto God be glory in the Church." 
(Eph. 3:21.) But they organize missionary societies, aid 
societies, educational societies, orphan homes, etc., which 
are different organizations from the church, and in them 
they try to give glory to God. These societies have differ. 
ent laws, officers, treasuries, etc., from the church with 
its bishops and deacons. They give glory to God in their 
human organization, while the inspired Paul says to 
give it uin the Church." We are obeying God when we 
work as individual Christians and as churches, but when 
we institute some human organization in which to work 
we undoubtedly sin against him. But some people say: 
Ii Are we not doing good in these organizations? Don't 
we preach the gospel to the heathen? Don't we help the 
poor and needy ? Don't we educate the young people? 
Isn't it the work of the Lord, then, and why do you oppose 
it?" Some of this good work might be questioned; but 
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even if it were an right, couldn't Moses have made about 
the same plea? Couldn't he have said, uLord, didn't I 
bring water out of the rock, and didn't the people drink 
of it, and was not their thirst quenched, and were they 
not saved from perishing? Wasn't that a great and good 
work? And why do you now condemn me for it, and will 
not permit me to lead the people into the land of Canaan 
toward which I have been leading them these forty 
years! " And these same points apply to secret orders 
which are · not connected with the Church yet which are 
helping to destroy it. Many Christians belong to them, 
and think that God will reward them for the charitable 
work they do through them; but Paul says, "Unto God be 
glory in the church." When we try to do this in some 
human organization, we rob the Church of glory, and wi1l 
have to answer to God for our disobedience. It is sad to 
think of how Moses had borne with those stubborn people 
through those weary years and of how he had saved them 
on more than one occasion from being exterminated by 
God, and then of how he himself was not permitted to 
lead them over the Jordan into the promised land though 
he besought it earnestly till God said, "Speak no more 
unto me of this matter." (Deut. 3:23-29.) And it is 
sad also to think that there are many people today who 
have done much so-called religious work who will never 
be permitted to enter heavt:n, because, like Moses, they 
failed to sanctify the Lord as he has commanded-in the 
Church. Let us be warned. 

THE FIERY SERPENTS AND THE BRAZEN 
SERPENT.-Num.21:4·9. 

Healed by Faith.-When the people murmured again, 
God sent serpents to bite them. Moses prayed for the 
people and God told him to make a brazen serpent that 
whoso looked upon it should be healed. 

"Aa Mosea lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even 
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so must the Son of man be lifted up; that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life." 
(John 3:15.) Some have inferred from this that faith 
alone will heal spiritually. But the afflicted Jews not only 
believed that looking would heal them, but they obeyed by 
looking. So we must not only believe that Christ will 
heal us, spiritually, but we must be willing to do what he 
says is necessary to make us whole. "Repent and be bap
tized, everyone of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for 
the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit." (Acts 2:38.) 

MOAB AND MIDIAN (BALAK AND BALAAM). 
Num.22·25. 

Loving the Wages of Unrighteousness.-When Moab 
and Midian saw the children of Israel coming toward 
their land, they sent for Balaam, an old prophet who 
seemed at one time to have been a prophet of God. and 
wished him to come and curse Israel. Balaam loved money, 
it seems (2 Peter 2:15, Jude 11), and was anxious to go. 

1. This love of money caused him to entertain men 
with a bribe when he should have dismissed them without 
any ceremony. When men approach us with a bribe, 
whether it be money or something else, we should give 
them to understand before they have gone very far that 
their presence is not wanted. 

2. This love of money caused him to go to see what 
the Lord would say u more" to him, when the bribers came 
a second time. All about us are people who are searching 
to see what God has said "morell which will satisfy their 
carnal desires. They search the Scriptures, not so much 
to find what is there taught as to prove some notion 
which they already have in their minds. 

3. God said, "If the men come to call thee, rise up, go 
with them." Balaam, it seems, instead of waiting for 
them to come after him further, goes to them. He hears 
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the "Go with them," but does not seem to hear the "If 
the men come to call thee." He is eager to get that 
reward, and he takes only that part of God's word which 
suits him. Everywhere today there are people who are 
taking only that part of God's word which suits them, 
and who let the rest go. Are you one, dear reader? 

4. God was displeased with bim because he went, and 
sent an angel who met him in the way and told him his 
way was perverse (Reb. headlong) before him. His love 
of "the hire of wrongdoing" drove him on. When the 
angel stopped him, he said, "If it displease thee, I will 
get me back again." Think of a man saying that when 
the angel had just said that his way was perverse I He 
was deceiving himself. The god of this world had blinded 
his eyes. Many Balaams are here in the world today! 
Their eagerness for money, for pleasure and for glory, 
causes their minds to be blinded so that they can not see 
the truth. Men may deceive themselves, and deceive 
others, but they can not deceive God. The expressions 
"deceitfulness of riches" and "deceitfulness of sin" con
tain the his tory of man's troubles in a nutshell. 

5. It seems that when Balsam saw that he could not 
curse Israel, he gave the Moabites and Midianites the 
advice that they should have their women invite the chil
dren of Israel to the worship of their god and get them to 
commit idolatry so that then God himself would punish 
them for their sin. "And Moses said unto them, Have 
ye saved all the women alive? Behold these caused the 
children of Israel, through the counsel of Balaam, to com
mit trespass against the Lord in the matter of Peor; and 
there was a plague among the congregation of the Lord." 
(Num. 81:16.) "Thou hast there them that hold the 
teaching of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumbling
block before the children of Israel , to eat things sacrificed 
to idols , and to commit fornication." (Rev. 2:14.) See 
to what evils covetousness will lead people I 
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6. The result of such covetousness as was displayed 
by Balaam was death; for "Balaam, the son of Beor, they 
slew with a sword." (Num. 31:8.) And the punishment 
of those who today, like Balaam, love the hire of wrong
doing will be eternal banishment from the presence of the 
Lord. (See Matt. 25:46, 2 Thess. 1:8,9; Mark 9:43j Rev. 
20:10.) 

THE TWO NUMBERINGS OF ISRAEL. 
Num. 1:46,26:51, 65. 

"The Wages of Sin is Death."-God had promised Abra
ham that he would make him great in numbers, and when 
they made their exodus from Egypt there were 603,550 
men able to bear armSj but at the end of the forty years 
there were only two of this number left-Caleb and 
Joshua, the faithful spies. All the rest fell in the wilder
ness because of unbelief. 

Many today are baptized unto Christ as their leader 
as the people were then baptized unto Moses in the cloud 
and in the sea, and they never reach the heavenly Canaan. 
They fall by the way. They commit spiritual idolatry; 
they reject Christ and his word-the Manna which the 
Lord now gives; they become afraid of the giants of oppo
sition which they meet in the way; they reject the author
ity of the ones whom God has put over them; they do not 
sanctify the Lord as he has commanded, etc. "Let us 
fear lest a promise being left us of entering into his rest, 
any of us should seem to come short of it." (Reb. 4:1.) 

IV. A REVIEW OF THE NATIONALIZING 
AND W ANDERINGS.-Deuteronomy. 

1. A General View.-Chaps. 1-4. 
2. The Law.-Chaps. 5-26. 
3. Blessings and Curses for Obedience and Disobe

dience.-Chaps. 27-30. 
4. Moses Succeeded by Joshua.-Chaps. 31-34. 
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THE CONQUEST AND DMSION OF CANAAN 

by 

The Nation of Christ.-Joshua. 

I. THE CONQUEST.-Josh. 1-12 (1st half of 
Joshua). 

JORDAN AND JERICHO.-Josh. 1·6 (1st fourth). 

Faith.-In taking the city of Jericho, God told his peo
ple to march around the city once each day for six days, 
and on the seventh day to march around seven times; and 
the walls, he said, would fall down. "By faith the walls 
of Jericho fell down, after they had been compassed about 
for seven days." (Heb. 11:30.) If the people had failed 
to march around as many times as God commanded, do 
you think that the walls would have fallen down? And 
if we fail to obey God's commandments, will we conquer? 

AI AND ACHAN.-Josh. 7. 8. 

Pride, Covetousness and Complicity.-God commanded 
that the spoil of Jericho should be put into his treasury. 
But a man named Achan saw a Babylonish garment 
(something beautiful to wear and make a show before the 
people), and a wedge of gold and two hundred shekels of 
silver (something to make him rich); and he coveted them 
and took them to his own tent and hid them. He seemed 
to think that God would not see him. A short time after 
this Joshua sent men up to take the little city of Aij but 
instead of overcoming it as they had done Jericho, they 
fled, and some of the men were killed. Joshua was 
troubled; but the Lord told him that there was sin in 
Israel, and told him how to :find the sinner. The lot fell 
on Achan, and he came up then and confessed. And he 
and his family and his flocks were taken on the outside of 
the camp and stoned. 



1. The Babylonish garment was undoubtedly used for 
its beauty, and Achan took it that he might make a dis
play before his fellowmen. Oh, how many Achans there 
are today. even in the Church! How many keep back 
from the treasury of the Lord what should be put there, 
in order to keep up with the latest styles! How many 
jingle the gold on their wrists or ears, and flash the gold 
or rubies or diamonds on their hands, as they throw a 
nickle or dime into the treasury of the Lord! How many 
spend twenty-five or fifty dollars for a coat for a season 
01' two, while some of their brethren are in rags! How 
many give ten dollars for a hat for a season, and give ten 
cents to preach the gospel to those who know it not in its 
purity and simplicity! A Christian should not be slouchy 
in his appearance, and there are certain general customs 
which he must keep up with; but all the extreme styles 
and indecent modes of dress should certainly be avoided 
by the true follower of the humble Lord. uMind not high 
things, but condescend to men of low estate." (Rom. 
12:16.) "Women adorn themselves in modest apparel, 
with shamefastness and sobriety; not with braided hair, 
and gold or pearls or costly raiment; but (which becom
eth women professing godliness) through good works." 
(1 Tim. 2:9, 10.) uWhose adorning let it not be the out~ 
ward adorning of braiding the hair, and of wearing jewels 
of gold, or of putting on of apparel; but let it be the 
hidden man of the heart, in the incorruptible apparel of 
a me~k and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of 
great price." (1 Peter 3:3, 4.) In Paul's day, the braiding 
of hair was a mark of pride and perhaps of lewdness, but 
now it is not; and we must take the spirit of these words 
which would refer to all those arrangements of the hair 
which are marks of pride, and there are many of them 
today. Achan's love of a beautiful garment to wear, led 
to his death; and the same love today is leading many 
professed Christians to financial and spiritual ruin. 
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2. Achan's love of gold and silver, too, played their 
part in his sorrowful fate, as those metals are today with 
masses all around us. "A love of money is a root of all 
kinds of evil." 

3. But why did they stone Achan's family? There is 
a great lesson in the answer to this question. His family 
knew of the evil deeds of Achan, and they should have 
reported the sin to headquarters; but failing to do their 
part in keeping sin out of Israel, they were accomplices 
in the misdoings of the transgressor. Many people today 
would disdain to openly transgress God's law as did 
Achan, but they will connive at sin as did Achan's family. 
They think that because they do not engage in things per
sonally, they are guiltless. Many people believe strongly 
in being immersed and say that they do not at aU believe 
in sprinkling or pouring. Some will say that they do not 
believe in suppers and entertainments to raise money for 
the Lord. Others will refuse to endorse the societies, 
Bible colleges, homes, etc., human organizations estab
lished to do work of the Church and rob it of its glory. 
These people will refuse to participate personally in these 
things which they believe are wrong, and yet for the 
sake of popularity they will hold their membership with 
a church and will give their money and influence to it, 
when it is practicing these things which they do not en
dorse. They will do this, too, when they have the privilege 
of coming out of Babylon and standing with the people of 
God who are free from all these corruptions in the services 
of the Church. If they would work vigorously against 
these corruptions as the Lord intended they should, they 
would soon be denounced as 4'troublers in Israel," and 
would be virtually thrust out. Don't think that you are 
guiltless before God in such a corrupt body through a 
mere mental opposition to such things, especially when 
you have the opportunity of standing with those who are 
free from such corruption. Like Achan's family you are 
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accomplices in such work, and like them you will be held 
to a strict account. John says, "If there come any unto 
you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your 
house, neither bid him godspeed; for he that biddeth him 
godspeed is a partaker of his evil deeds." (2 John 10, 11.) 

4. Achan could not hide from God, and neither can we. 
We may hide things from father and mother, and from 
son and daughter, and from husband and wife; but we 
can not hide them from God. "All things are naked and 
open unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do." 
(Heb. 4:13.) 

THE GIBEONITES AND THE FIVE KINGS OF 
THE AMORITES.-Josh. 9, 10. 

Trusting in Self.-When the Gibeonites saw how the 
Israelites took everything before them, they put on old 
clothes and old shoes and took some old bread, etc., and 
came to the children of Israel and made them believe that 
they had come from a far country to make peace with 
them. The Israelites "asked not counsel at the mouth of 
Jehovah" (Josh. 9:14), and made peace with them; but 
soon found that they were a people who lived near at hand. 
They trusted too much in themselves. 

How many today in their fight against sin rely on their 
own resources and wisdom instead of God's! He gives us 
his counsel in his Word; and in private affairs and in 
public duties, we should go to the Bible to learn what to 
do. But men try to conquer sin by telling stories and 
exciting the people instead of by preaching the gospel 
which Paul says "is the power of God unto salvation 
to everyone that believeth." (Rom. 1:16.) The modern 
revivalist, if he ever reads the Bible any publicly, refers 
only to a few verses of it, and oftentimes never quotes 
another scripture. He preaches away from the Bible. At 
the end of a modern revival, the people know about as 
much about the Bible as they did at the beginning. The 
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people are frightened and apparently freed from the 
power of sin; but the great majority of them soon slip 
back again into the world, for they have been frightened 
in a time of excitement, and not conquered by the word 
of God. God told Joshua to destroy utterly the inhabitants 
of Canaan as we are commanded to destroy sin with the 
gospel of Christ. uGo into all the world and preach the 
gospel to every creature." (Mark 16:15, 16.) The lead
ers in Israel should do more consulting of the Lord by 
going to his Word, and not so much relying on them
selves by depicting death-bed scenes. 

When the five kings of the Amorites heard that Gibeon 
had made peace with Israel, they gathered their armies 
and went against Gibeon. Joshua met them and the day 
was too short for the slaughter of the enemy, and he 
commanded the sun and moon to stand still. "The iniquity 
of the Amorite," spoken of so long before by God, is now 
"full," and five of their kings fall before t.he Lord's people. 

Here the infidel steps in and says, "1 don't believe that 
the sun and moon stood still." He that made a watch, is 
he not greater than the watch he has made, and can he 
not stop it when he desires? He that made a threshing
machine, is he not greater than the machine he has made, 
and can he not stop it when he wills? So he that made 
the world, and the laws which govern the movements of 
the sun, moon and stars, is he not greater than the sun, 
moon and stars and their laws which he has made, and can 
he not stop them if he desires? There is nothing unreas
onable in a miracle. The only question is, Is there suffi
cient proof to prove it? Many people today may claim 
to perform miracles, but we can not get unquestioned 
proof. But Christ and the Apostles endorsed the Old 
Testament and its miracles, and their miracles were sub
stantiated by the fact that thousands who claim to have 
seen them were willing to give their lives in attestation 
of the miracles which they said they had witnessed. 
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THE OTHER CONQUESTS.-Josh. 10:29·Josh. 12. 

The Final Vietories.-Joshua continued his campaigns 
against these wicked nations until they were all con
quered. In about five years all Canaan was brought under 
the power of the chosen people of God. (See Josh. 14:7, 
10.) A great work accomplished in a short while! Yet 
if the people today will follow strictly God's word to us, 
the power of the enemy will soon be broken. 

II. THE DIVISION OF THE LAND 
Josh. 13-14 (2nd half of Joshua) 

THE DIVISION OF THE LAND BY JOSHUA, AND 
HIS FAREWELL ADDRESS AND DEATH 

The Sureness of God's Promiscs.-The people of God 
have now taken by faith the land of Canaan which had 
been promised to Abraham five or six hundred years 
before. God's promises were long in the fultillin.:, and 
perhaps many generations had long doubted that there 
was anything in the promises but mythj but in the 
fulness of time, when the "iniquity of the Amorite" was 
"full" (Gen. 15:16), the promises are fulfilled which God 
made to their father, Abraham, so long before. How 
bften it seems that the promises of God have failed, yet in 
due season, if we will do our part and calmly wait, all will 
end well. 

THE JUDGES 
over 

The Nation of Christ.-Judges. 
Introduction.-Judges 2nd chapter is an introduction 

to events in the book, and verses 1-4 are a key to the 
whole. These verses show that God commanded the peo
ple to destroy utterly the idolatrous nations, but instead 
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they made peace with some. God then said that these 
nations would be as "thorns" in their sides, and their 
gods would become a snare to them. The rest of the book 
simply shows bow this was true. When the people sinned 
God brought them into the hands of their enemies, and 
when they cried to him he delivered them. Paul gives 
four of the deliverers prominent mention when he says, 
"And what shall I more say? for the time will fail me if 
I tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah." (Heb. 11 :32.) 

FOUR PRINCIPAL JUDGES AND DELIVERERS 
BARAK AND THE PROPHETESS DEBORAH. 

Judges 4, 5. 

The Power of a "Mother in Israel."-Deborah, a 
prophetess, told Barak to go and deliver the people of 
Israel from the hand of the Canaanites; but he said that 
he would not go unless she would go with him. She 
went, and the victory was gained. What an influence a 
woman may have in the world, if she only has the faith. 
She does not have to be a public leader, but she can 
stimulate others to greater work for the Lord. A strong 
Christian woman has been the means of establishing 
many a church. A faithful woman has often been the 
prop to keep a church from falling. An intelligent 
ifmother in Israel" (Judges 5:7) , has often been the anchor 
to keep many a church from drifting from the word of 
God. Lord, give us more Deborahs, who can stimulate 
others to do a work which perhaps they themselves are 
not fitted in some ways to do! 

GIDEON AND HIS THREE HUNDRED.-Judges 6·8. 

"Be Sure You're Right." -1. The Israelites had sinned, 
and this time God brought them into the hands of the 
Midianites who des troyed the increase of the earth till 
Israel was in want. An angel of God appeared to Gideon 
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and told him to deliver the people. Gideon wished a sign 
by which he might know that God would deliver the peo
ple through him, and when Gideon had laid on a rock the 
flesh of a kid which he had prepared for the angel, and 
also the cakes, and had then poured out the broth, the 
angel touched it with his staff and fire came out and 
destroyed the flesh and the cakes. Later, that he might 
have other assurances that God would deliver Israel 
through him, he asked God to send dew upon a fleece in 
the threshing-floor, while all around was dry; and in the 
morning Gideon wrung a bowl-full of water from the fleece, 
while the ground around was dry. That he might be more 
surc, he asked the vice-versa-that the fleece be dry and 
the ground wet; and it was so. As God appeared to men 
in natural forms, Gideon wished to be sure that he was 
not deceived. 

Men should be just as careful as Gideon that that 
which they ascribe as miraculous is really the direct 
power of God. Oftentimes men say that God called them 
to preach-that he appeared to them in person, or spoke 
audibly to them; when it was nothing but an overwrought 
imagination. They should not try to justify themselves 
by an appeal to Paul's conversion, for God appeared to 
him in person to make him a witness to the Gentiles. 
(Acts 26:16.) People often say that Christ or God or 
the Holy Spirit spoke to them when they were converted, 
and told them that their sins were pardoned, that they 
were saved, etc. A flash of light, a shooting star, a 
peculiar noise, a sudden thought, or some other little 
unexpected though natural occurrence is often taken as a 
special appearance of God, when their own excited imagi
nation supplies everything which is not natural. In New 
Testament times men were converted in the natural way 
of hearing the spoken word, except where God chose 
Paul to preach to the Gentiles. Jesus said, j·Go into all 
the world and preach the gospel to every creature; he that 
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believeth and is baptized shall be saved, and he that be
lieveth not shaH be damned." (Mark 16:15, 16.) "I am 
not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power 
of God unto salvation unto everyone that believeth." 
(Rom. 1:16.) Let us be careful like Gideon before we say 
that God has miraculously appeared to us. 

Devotion to Duty Brings Persecution.-2. When Gideon 
was fully convinced that it was the Lord who had ap
peared to him, he immediately proceeded to carry out 
Jehovah's command to destroy his father's idol; and imme
diately the men of the city demanded that he be brought 
out and put to death for insulting their deity. So today 
there are many idols in the hearts of the people j and 
when a servant of God begins to tear them down by show
ing how contrary to God's will such things are, they will 
persecute him. But Jesus says that blessed are ye when 
men shall persecute you for my sake. 

God's Victory Through the Chosen Few.-3. Gideon had 
32,000 men at first, but God said there were too many. 
Twenty-two thousand went home, but the 10,000 left were 
still too many. God told him to take them to a brook, and 
that all those who lapped water like a dog, he should take 
with him. Three hundred took up water in the hand and 
lapped it, while the rest stooped down. These ,three hun
dred were posted around the camp of the Midianites at 
night with trumpets and with torches in pitchers. At 
a given signal they all broke their pitchers and blew their 
trumpets, and the lights and noise threw the enemy into 
such confusion that they were soon overcome. Oh, breth
ren, let us follow God's word as did Gideon, and he will 
use the chosen few to overcome the hosts of sinl 

JEPHTHAH.-Judges 11, 12. 

God with the Right.-The Ammonites came up against 
the children of Israel. Jephthah reasoned with them and 
tried to show them that they were doing unjustly in 

G2 



making war on God's people. But they refused to listen. 
·'Then the Spirit of Jehovah came upon Jephthah," and 
he led the people to victory. So now we should try to 
show the unrighteous ones wherein they are wrong; but 
when they continue to fight against the right, we know 
that God will be with us and will give us the victory in 
the end. 

SAMSON.-Judges 13·16. 

Indifference, Passion, Wicked Companions, Strength.
Again the Israelites silmed against God, and this time he 
brought them into the hands of the Philistines whom they 
served forty years. Samson was the judge whom God 
raised up to. annoy the enemies of his people. 

1. In their long period of servitude, the people had 
become cowed and were afraid to encourage Samson's 
efforts to deliver them lest their burdens be increased. 
Samson had this to contend against. How often today 
the worker for Christ has the indifference of God's people 
to hinder him in his efforts to do them good. 

2. Though God raised up Samson to annoy the enemies 
of Israel, and on one occasion stirred him to try to get a 
wife from among the Philistines, still we must not think 
that God ordained all his acts. He used the caprices of a 
strong, impetuous and passionate man to deliver his peo
ple. God evidently uses other passions as well as "the 
wrath of man to praise him." 

3 . . Samson, in his caprices, chose a wicked woman for 
a wife, and she betrayed him. And so with many people 
who choose wicked persons as their companions in a busi_ 
ness, social or matrimonial way. 

4. What young man has not sighed for the strength of 
Samson! And yet we should remember that moral 
strength is far better. The power to say UNo" to all that 
is evil, and "Yes" to all that is good, regardless of the 
jeers of our companions-this is a strength which we 
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all can obtain, a strength which the world needs more than 
anything else, and a strength for which we should all be 
striving every day. 

RUTH. 

Godliness and Devotion.-In a period of famine in the 
days of the Judges, a man and his wife, Naomi, and two 
sons went from the land of Israel to the land of Moab. 
The two sons married Ruth and Orpah, two Moabitish 
women. The father and the two sons died; and when the 
mother started back into her native land after ten years' 
absence from it, Ruth persisted in following her, saying, 
"Entreat me not to leave thee, and to return from follow
ing after thee; for whither thou goest, I will go; and 
where thou lodgest, I will lodge; thy people shall be my 
people, and thy God my God; where thou diest, I will die, 
and there will I be buried; Jehovah do so to me, and more 
also, if aught but death part thee and me." (1:16, 17.) 

1. The godly life of Naomi drew Ruth, her daughter
in-law, to herself and her God. How many of us today 
draw others to us and our God by our righteous deeds? 
"Let your light so shine before men that they may see 
your good works and glorify your father who is in heav
en." -Jesus. 

2. Ruth left her own flesh and blood that she might 
follow the religion which she saw was right and be with 
one who followed it. Boaz said to Ruth, "Jehovah recom
pense thy work, and a full reward be given thee of 
Jehovah, the God of Israel, under whose wings thou art 
come to take refuge." (2:12.) How many of those who 
now read of and admire the devotion of Ruth are willing 
to leave their kindred and the religion of their fathers and 
mothers, that they may follow the religion which they 
see is right? 

3. If all mothers-in-law and daughters-in-law had the 
disposition to do right which these two women had, we 
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would not hear so much about the proverbial "mother-in
law" bringing trouble into a family. The way for us all 
to live in peace and happiness is to get on the foundation 
of righteousness, then God will hold us together. 

4. The reward to Ruth was that sbe obtained a devoted 
husband and a home, and became the great-grandmother 
of King David, and an ancestor of the Lord Jesus. Devo
tion to the right will bring its reward sooner or later. 

GENERAL LESSONS FROM THIS PERIOD 

The Allurements of Error.-When we read the Old 
Testament we are astonished that the people should so 
often leave God's way of worship and commit idolatry. 
The explanation seems to be this: The worship of the 
idols was according to man's notion, was showy. and was 
endorsed by the aristocrats; while God's worship was fixed 
and comparatively simple, and men could not glorify 
themselves thereby. It is just as hard to hold the people 
now to the simple worship, work and government of the 
Church which Christ established. It is too plain for 
them, and so they devise ways of their own to glorify 
themselves. 

Blessings and Curses Fulfil1ed.-God had promised re
wards and punishments for obedience and disobedience in 
Lev. 26 and Deut. 27-30, and this period is filled with 
examples of the faithfulness of God's word. "Of how 
much ~orer punishment, suppose ye, shall we be thought 
worthy," if we trangress. 

Judged by His Times.-Some of these men of faith 
did things which do not comport with the Christian laws 
of morality, but we must remember tha.t all of God's laws 
had not yet been given. The people did many things 
under the Old Covenant which we can not do under the 
New. A man must be judged by the day in which be 
lived, and his surroundings in general. 
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"A Little Leaven."-The great mistake of the Jews 
was in neglecting to exterminate all the wicked inhabi
tants of Canaan, for it came to pass as the Lord said, 
that their gods would become a snare unto them. When 
speaking of the fornicator in the church at Corinth and 
how they must get rid of him to save the whole church, 
Paul said, "Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the 
whole lump?1I (1 Cor. 5:6.) The same principle is true 
respecting all sorts of evils in the church. If we tolerate 
card-players, dancers, drunkards and others who reproach 
the name of Jesus, others in the church may think it is 
all right, and do the same things. The same applies to 
false doctrines, for Paul says, "An heretic after the first 
and second admonition reject.1I (Titus 3:10.) Again, if 
a false teacher comes, "Receive him not." (2 John 11, 12.) 
Church discipline, in which the leaven is put away from 
among the people of the Lord, is one of the most impor
tant doctrines connected with the House of God, and 
because it has been neglected many churches have been 
ruined in doctrine or morals or both. In our lives, too, we 
should not tolerate any leaven of evil. If we reserve a 
corner in our hearts to serve the devil, he will soon be 
occupying the whole heart. Remember that the evils 
which came to the Jews through the period of the Judges 
were through a neglect to destroy the evil inhabitants of 
Canaan. 

THE UNITED KINGDOM 
of 

The Nation of Chrisl.-! Sam.-! Kings II. 

I. SAUL.-l Samuel. 
Memory Help.-Make the 31st chapter a sort of con

clusion, which then leaves 30 chapters. The 1st half of 
this (15 chapters) tells of the Rise and Climax of the 
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Prosperous Part of Saul's Reign, and the 2nd half (15 
chapters) tells of the Troubled Part of Saul's Reign with 
the Rise of David. Saul reigned 40 years. 

1. The Rise and Climax of the Prosperous Part 
of Saul's Reign.-1 Sam. 1-15 (1st half of 1 
Sam. with 31st chap. as a conclusion). 

<a> SAMUEL AND ELI.-1 Sam. 1-7. 

Love for Children and for God.-A man had two wives; 
one of whom had children and the other, named Hannah, 
had none. 

1. Hannah prayed earnestly for a child, and God gave 
her one whom she named Samuel. Many today do not 
wish to have children for they do not wish to be bothered 
with them. Many women today would rather spend their 
time running to clubs and picture-shows, or amusing their 
shallow minds in frivolities of dress, than in trying to do 
some good in this wicked world by training young minds 
to usefulness. The inspired Paul says, "Let the younger 
women marry, bear children, guide the house," etc. (1 
Tim. 5:14.) 

2. Hannah prayed earnestly to God for a child, and he 
satisfied her desire. So we are taught to be earnest in 
prayer, and God may answer our petitions if they are in 
harmony with his will; but he may do it in a way we are 
not expecting. 

3. How many, like Hannah, will give their only child 
(as he was at that time) to the service of the Lord? 
Many so-called Christian mothers today do not wish their 
boys to become preachers because of the hardships they 
will have to endure, and because they wish them to "make 
a succes:;o" in life. Perverted indeed must be the faith 
of that woman who would not encourage her son to preach 
the glorious gospel of the Son of Godl 
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Love of One's Children More than of God.-Eli was 
priest when Samuel was g iven to the Lord to serve as a 
child in the tabernacle; and he had two wicked sons also 
as priests who took from the worshipers the best of the 
sacrifices, debauched women who came there to worship, 
and brought into general reproach the sacrifices of God. 
But Eli restrained them not. A prophet from God con
demned Eli for honoring his sons above God, and pro
nounced an evil upon him and his family. (1 Sam. 2:29.) 
To Samuel also he said, "l will judge his house forever, 
for the iniquity which he knew because his sons did bring 
a curse upon themselves, and he restrained them not." 
(1 Sam. 3:13.) The calamity which he sent them was that 
in battle with the Philistines these two sons were slain, 
the ark of God was taken by the enemy, and old blind 
Eli when he heard the news fell off his seat backwards 
and broke his neck. Many today do not obey the Gospel 
because they think it might displease their worldly-minded 
children; and many who see the difference between the 
plain. simple word of God and the doctrines of men, will 
not obey it, because they think it might bring reproach 
upon their offspring to be identified wit.h the poor and 
despised followers of the lowly Christ. Some preachers 
will not condemn certain sins in the church because some 
of their own family are guilty. Some elders will not do 
their duty in keeping the church pure because they woulCl 
have to begin the discipline on their own ungodly children 
in the church. And some oppose church discipline alto
gether because some of their unrighteous kinfolks would 
have to be excluded. Such people may think they are 
followers of Christ, but they are not-they are followers 
of their sons and daughters and other r elatives. Eli paid 
the penalty for honoring his sons more than God, and so 
will such professed Christians. uHe that Ioveth son or 
daughter more than me is not worthy of me," says our 
Savior. (Matt. 10:37.) 
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(b) THE DEMAND FOR A KING.-l Sam. 8. 
(The middle of the 1st half of the book) 

Rejecting God.-Though the sons of Eli and Samuel 
were corrupt leaders of the people, yet this could be reme
died by God's sending new leaders and prophets; but with 
the system of royalty which the people demanded it would 
be different. They demanded a king that they might be 
like the nations about them. Though Samuel told them 
how their king would oppress them they still cried for 
such to rule over them. God said that they had not re
jected Samuel but himself from reigning over them. The 
demand to be like other people would be a blessing, if we 
would always choose the proper ones as models; but other
wise it is a 'curse. 

1. It caused ambitious leaders in the first few cen
turies to try to model the Church after the plan of the 
Roman government, and this led in the course of time to 
the corrupt religio-political machine called the Roman 
Catholic church. 

2. It caused the Christian people to build big cathe
drals like the heathen temples. 

3. It caused them to worship so-called "saints" as the 
heathen worshipped their household gods. 

4. It caused the religious movement started about a 
century ago by Alexander Campbell to go contrary to its 
principles of speaking where the Bible speaks and being 
silent where it is silent, and to demand an organ, a 
society, a supper, aU-time preaching by a pastor brought 
in for that purpose, etc., that they might be like the de
nominations about themj and it led them to divide the 
body by forcibly introducing these innovations. 

5. It is leading many religionists today to say that 
because the world has certain things to draw the people, 
we should have them too. 

Conclusion: Our guide should be the Biblej the Lord 
Jesus Christ should be the modelj and Paul and Abraham 
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and Noah and Moses, etc., should be ensamples to us in 
all things which they did which were right; and we shoulcl 
be earnestly trying to be like these worthies rather than 
those people and systems which are corrupted. As Israel 
rejected God when the people demanded a king that they 
might be like the nations, so many religionists are reject
ing him today when they leave the simplicity that is in 
Christ and are striving to modernize the Church of the 
Living God. The Church should be as its Founder, who 
is "the same yesterday, today and forever." 

(c) SAUL, THE FIRST KING, APPOINTED, PROS· 
PERED AND FINALLY REJECTED.-l Sam. 9·15. 

Zeal Without Obedience.-King Saul was physically 
from shoulders up above any other man in Israel, but he 
was small in his obedience to God. When about to fight 
against the Philistines, Saul offered the sacrifice when 
Samuel did not come in time to do it thus disobeying 
God; and for his disobedience God rejected his house from 
ruling Israel. 

1. Saul gave as an excuse for his rashness in offering 
the sacrifice, "The people were scattered from me."
Many churches think that they will lose their members r 

especially their young people, and so they organize human 
societies to carryon the Lord's work, though Paul says, 
'jUnto him [God] be glory in the Church." (Eph. 3:21.) 
They raise money by shows, suppers, etc., to help hold the 
people together as well as to get the money, though God 
has given but one way to obtain money,-giving. (1 Cor. 
16:2.) 

2. Saul offered that sacrifice with devotion in his heart 
like many today who are worshiping the Lord according 
to the doctrines and commandments of men. 

3. "But Samuel said to Saul, Thou hast done foolishlYi 
thou hast not kept the commandments of Jehovah thy 
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God: for now would Jehovah have established thy kingdom 
upon Israel forever. But now thy kingdom shall not COD4 
tinue." (1 Sam. 13:14.) Had Saul lied, murdered any4 
one, or stolen anything ?-that he was rejected from be
ing king and his family? No j his sin was not of a moral 
but a doctrinal kind-as sins respecting baptismj the 
Lord's Supper; the government, work and worship of the 
Church, etc. If God rejected him for offering a sacrifice 
when he did it according to his own notion, what will he do 
to us if we worship him according to our ways or the 
ways of mortals like ourselves? "In vain do they wor4 
ship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of 
men." (Matt. 15:9.) 

Obedience Better. than Saerifice.-God told Saul to 
destroy utterly the Amalekites, the sinners, and all which 
they had; but Saul saved Agag, the king, alive, and spared 
the best of the sheep and oxen to offer in sacrifice. 

1. Saul told the Kenites to get away from the Amale4 
kites lest they too be killed, "for ye showed kindness to 
all the children of Israel, when they came up out of 
Egypt." (1 Sam. 15:6.) God marked Amalek for destruc
tion because "he set himself against him [Israel], when 
he came up out of Egypt." (Verses 2, 3.) Thus, God is 
blessing and cursing those who blessed and cursed his 
people, as he promised to Abraham that he would. 

2. Saul returned from the battle and said, "I have per4 
formed the commandment of Jehovah." Samuel answered, 
"What meaneth then this bleating of the sheep in mine 
ears, and the lowing of the oxen which I hear?" Saul 
said, "They have brought them from the Amalekites; for 
the people spared the best of the sheep and of the oxen, 
to sacrifice unto Jehovah thy God; and the rest we have 
utterly destroyed." (Verses 13-15.) Saul tries to excuse 
himself by saying "they," "the people," kept the best of 
the sheep, but "we" have utterly destroyed the rest.
Adam too blamed his sin on Eve, and Eve blamed it on 
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the serpent. We are all true sons and daughters of Adam 
and Eve, and are of some relation to Saul in this respect 
of trying to shift blame. 

3. It was with a religious purpose that the people 
spared the best of the sheep and oxen-to offer in sacri
fice to God at GilgaI. Could anything then have been more 
commendable than the use of sheep and oxen for religious 
purposes ?-We have many religious rites and ceremonies 
in use in the Christian world which the Lord has not 
ordained, yet which we think are all right because we do 
them with a religious idea in mind. Infant baptism, 
sprinkling for Christian baptism, Christmas and Easter, 
instrumental music in Christian worship, societies to do 
the work of the Church, suppers to ~aise money-are all 
unknown to the New Testament and are contrary to it, 
though we may engage in such like Saul with a religious 
feeling in our minds. But Samuel said, "Hath the Lord 
as great delight in burnt-offerings and sacrifices, as in 
obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold. to obey is better 
than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams." 
(Verse 22.) If the Lord were speaking to us today would 
he not say, "Hath Jehovah as great delight in these 
unauthorized things as in the things which they partly 
displace? )) 

4. "For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft; and stub
bornness as iniquity and idolatry." Saul's stubbornness 
was classed with iniquity and idolatry.-Too many today 
are just as stubborn as Saul. When they are shown that 
they are not following the Bible, they persist in saying 
they have in Saul's words, "performed the commandment 
of the Lord". "Let us fear." 

5. Saul said, "I have transgressed the commandment 
of Jehovah, and thy words, because I feared the people, 
and obeyed their voice/' (verse 24.)-Many preachers and 
elders today cater to the wishes of the people rather than 
teach the Bible as it is. 
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6. Said Samuel to Saul, "Jehovah hath rent the king
dom of Israel from thee this day, and hath given it to a 
neighbor of thine, that is better than thou." And so God 
will rend from us our inheritance in the kingdom of Christ 
when we substitute our ways for God's, and then are stub
born in saying that we have obeyed God. 

2. The Troubled Part of Saul's Reign with the 
Rise of David.-1 Sam. 16-30. (2nd half of 
1 Sam.) 

(a) RISE OF DAVID.-l Samuel 16-20. 

(1st 3rd of 2nd half of 1 Samuel.) 

"The Lord Seeth Not as Man."-In the place of Saul, 
God chose him a man "after his own heart." He sent 
Samuel to the house of Jesse to anoint one of his sons. 
The people of Israel had wished a king to fight their bat
tles for them; and God gave them after their desire a 
fine specimen of humanity, for Saul was from shoul
ders up above the people around him. \Vhen Samuel 
was told to go to the house of Jesse and anoint one of 
his sons to be king, the oldest son passed before him, a 
fine man physically it seems, and Samuel was about to 
anoint him, saying to himself, "Surely Jehovah's anointed 
is before me"; but the Lord answered, IILook not on his 
countenance, or the height of his stature, for the Lord 
seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart." (1 Sam. 
16:7.) 

How often people today make the mistake of the Is
raelites, in wishing something by which they can make a 
display before the world! Often a person in choosing a 
companion for life thinks only of the outward form and 
feature, or the financial condition, or the mental attain
ments; but gives little attention to the training of the 
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beart, Perhaps they spend many unhappy days, and in 
the end lose their souls, as a result of not looking at the 
heart as God does, Sometimes a church, in choosing a 
man for bishop, is attracted by his fluency of speech and 
,ability to mix with people, rather than by the steadfast· 
ness of his character. In selecting a man to hold a meet· 
ing for them, a church often considers simply the attrac· 
tiveness of his person, the brilliancy of his speech, or 
the geniality of his private ways; but considers not the 
solidity of his teaching and his life. A church which" thus 
considers so highly the mere outward appearance will 
have a pathway strewn with thorns, if it is intending to 
walk in the narrow way. Much of the sorrow of the 
world is caused by attending simply to the outward ap· 
pearance and not the heart. David, a simple shepherd 
lad, was the one chosen by God to reign over his people 
Israel. 

Conquering in the Name of Jehovah.-In the war with 
the Philistines, the giant, Goliath, came out each day and 
defied the armies of Israel. When David, the shepherd 
lad, heard him, while he was visiting his brethren in the 
army, he took a few stones from the brook and running 
toward the giant said, "Thou com est to me with a sword, 
and with a spear, and with a shield, but I come to thee 
in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies 
of Israel, whom thou hast defied." (1 Sam. 17:45,) Then 
he threw a stone with his sling and struck the giant in 
the forehead and laid him low, and brought victory that 
day to IsraeL-Too many people are trusting in the arm 
of flesh rather than in the arm of the Lord, In making a 
living, we should do our best and trust in the Lord. In 
fighting the battles of the Church, we should do what we 
can and leave the results with God. Many people are 
worrying themselves to death, HAll things work together 
for good to them who love the Lord, to them who are the 
called according to his purpose." He has said, 441 will 
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never leave thee nor forsake thee." If we will trust in 
the Lord and follow him, victory will be ours in the end. 

Envy, the Reward of Success.-When David and the 
people returned from the slaughter of the Philistines, the 
women sang, "Saul hath slain his thousands, but David 
his ten thousands." This aroused the envy, then the 
anger, of Saul, "and Saul eyed David from that day and 
forward." (1 Sam. 18:9.) Yea, Saul sought to slay him.
Those who attain success in the business or educational 
world, will have people to envy their advancement. And 
those who accomplish much as elders and preachers, and 
receive some praise from their brethren, will have some 
professed Christian brethren who will envy them and who 
may try to "lower them and to lift themselves. But we 
should keep out of their way as much as possible, as Da~ 
vid did, and attend to our own affairs; and all will turn 
out well in the end as it did with David. 

A True Man Will Have True Friends.-uThe soul of 
Jonathan was knit with the soul of David, and Jonathan 
loved him as his own sou1." "Michal, Saul's daughter, 
loved David." (1 Sam. 18: 1,20.) David needed friends 
from this time on till he became king, and these two in 
the royal family rendered him good service. Jonathan 
risked his own life for David, and Michal incurred the 
king's displeasure by saving David's life.-There may be 
times in our lives when we shan seem to stand alone, but 
if we always do that which is right, our true friends will 
soon manifest themselves and will stay with us through 
life. 

(b) SAUL'S FIRST CAMPAIGN AGAINST DAVID. 
1 Sam. 21·25. (2nd 3rd of 2nd half of 1 Sam.) 

A Forgiving Spirit.-Saul now gathered his men and 
went after David as if he were going after a foreign ene~ 
my; but God watched over his anointed and saved him 
from his foes. When David could have killed Saul. he 
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spared his life; and for the time being Saul was touched . 
with the generous spirit of the one whom he was trying 
to slay.-Too many people, even professed Christians, 
have little of this forgiving spirit of David. If their 
enemies get into their handsJ they seek to crush them en
tirely. "If thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst,. 
give him drink; for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of 
fire upon his head." (Rom. 12: 20.) "Love your enemies." 
(Matt. 5: 44.) David's attitude toward Saul on this oc
casion was like coals of fire on Saul's head. But we must 
keep in mind the difference between a mere personal and 
a religious enemy. We cannot give liberty to any man 
who is destroying the Church of God. 

(e) SAUL'S SECOND CAMPAIGN AGAINST DAVID, 
AND HIS CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE PHILIS
TINES.-l Sam. 26·30. (last 3rd of 2nd half of 1 
Sam.) 

The Forgiving Spirit Again.-Saul gathered his men 
together and made war against David again; and yet 
again did David spare bis life when be could easily have 
slain him.-How many of us would have been so lenient 
as was David this second time? 

Forsaken of God.-Saul's evil ways bad caused God to 
forsake him. The king was now waging a war against the 
Philistines, and when he inqured repeatedly of the Lord 
whether he should go against the enemy, God answered 
not. FinalIy, he resorted to the woman of Endor, a wom~ 
an who professed to have communications with the dead; 
and he wished her to bring up Samuel for him. It seems 
that the Lord permitted her to do itJ and Samuel pro· 
nounced doom to him and his kingdom. God had com
manded Saul to cut off those who had familiar spirits, such 
as this woman, and he had done it; but now when he was 
hard pressed and forsaken of God, he himself consulted 
one of the forbidden art. 
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When many today turn their feet into the ways of 
di sobedience, they consult anything and ally themselves 
with anybody who they think may give them temporary 
success, no matter how much it is condemned of God. 
There is a sect today which claims t o have communications 
with the dead; but even if they should have, they are con~ 
demned of Godj for one reason given for Saul's death was 
t hat he consulted a familiar spirit. (1 ehron. 10: 13.) 
Here is a warning to keep away from the so~cal1ed Spirit
ualists with their seances. 

CONCLUSION.-l S.m. 31. 

The End of Saul's Miserable Life.-Saul had carried 
things his own way for a long while, and had unmercifully 
and unjustly persecuted David: but now the time has 
come for him to pay the penalty for his sins. The battJe 
against the Philistines waged hotly; and when his men 
fled, rather than fall into the hands of the enemy Saul 
fell upon his own sword and thus ended his miserable ex
istence. Such was the conclusion of a life which began 
with great prospects and ended ignominously-and all 
because of disobedience.-Many start well today; but 
then they drift into sin, go farther and farther from the 
right way till finally they end in despair. These things 
were written for our warning. 

II. DAVID.-2 Samuel. 
1. Prosperous Part of David's Reign.-2 Sam. 

1-12. 
(15t half of book) 

(a) DAVID'S EXPRESSED LOVE FOR JONATHAN, 
HIS CONQUEST OF HIS INTERNAL FOES, AND 
HIS SIN RESPECTING THE ARK.-2 Sam. 1-6. 

(1st 4th of book) 

The Failure of a New-fangled Way.-David wished to 
bring the ark of God to Jerusalem. God had commanded 
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through Moscs that the priests alone should handle it; 
and that when they moved it, they should carry it upon 
their shoulders. But David had one of his prominent men 
named Uzzah to oversee the bringing of it to the city, and 
had it wheeled on a cart instead of canied. When the 
oxen stumbled, Uzzah put out his hand to keep the ark 
from beirig dashed to pieces (what could be more noble ?); 
but the Lord smote him and he died. David afterwards said 
that the Lord smote Uzzah because they sought God not 
according to his ordinance. (See 2 Sam. 6, 1 ehron. 15:13.) 

1. David seemed to think that the old-fashioned way 
was out of date and that now they should "keep up with 
the t imes" and bring the ark into Jerusalem on a new 
cart.-Many today are tired of God's way-the old-fash
ioned Bible way of carrying on his church government, 
work and worship-and seem to think that some modern 
way is better. And will they not get into trouble in the 
next world , just as David did in this, for changing the 
ordinances of the Lord? 

2. Uzzah considered that he was doine a righteous 
thing when he was trying to keep the ark from being 
broken to pieces; but God smote him for his error.-So 
many now try to make themselves believe that because 
they are doing something with a religious view in mind. 
therefore it is all right and acceptable with the Lord 
though it is a substitution for what he has commanded. 
But this sad case shows us that obedience to the Lord's 
ordinances is what he desires. Beware! 

(b) DAVID'S EXPRESSED LOVE FOR GOD IN PRO· 
POSING TO BUILD A TEMPLE, HIS CONQUEST OF 
HIS EXTERNAL FOES. AND HIS SIN RESPECTING 
BATHSHEBA.-2 Sam. 7·12. 

(2nd 4th of book) 

Sin and Its Consequences.-David was a good man, 
but be was overcome in a moment of passion. 
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1. AceidentalIy looking upon a woman bathing herself 
caused him to lose his self-control, and he took her to 
himself though she was another man's wife.-So the very 
best of people are sometimes trapped or caught at a we.ak 
time. 

2. When David Jearned that the woman was with child, 
he tried to cover his sin by having the husband return 
from the campaign against Israel's foes, and be with his 
wife; but Uriah would not go to his home, and so David 
could not hide himseJf in that way.-Often today men try 
to cover their sin and they fail. 

3. When David saw he could not hide himself in any 
other way, he had Joab, the captain of the host, to put 
Uriah at the front of the battle and then run off and 
leave him to be slain by the enemy. In doing this David 
was really guilty 01 murder. Then when Uriah was dead, 
he took his wife to be his own.-Tf;:rrible crimes are some
times the result of one false step. 

4. "But the eyes of Jehovah are in every place, keep
ing watch upon the evil and upon the good"i and David's 
act displeased the Lord. Nathan, the prophet, was sent 
to him, and by a parable he led David to condemn him
self. When brought to a realization of his wicked act, 
David frankly confessed, "I have sinned."-But many 
today will never acknowledge that they have sinned, no 
matter how much evidence may be brought. 

5. According to the Jewish law, David should have died 
for his adultery; but God spared him, though bringing 
great calamities upon him. Yet the child died, and this 
caused much grief to David. When the babe was gone, 
David expressed the beautiful sentiment, 'II shall go to 
him, but he will not return to me." (1 Sam. 12:23.)-So 
today, when we lose our loved friends who are Christians 
~r our little innocent babes, we should console ourselves 
with the thought that while they will not come back to us 
we can go to them. The second half of 2 Samuel tells of 
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the trouble which came to David as a result of his sin. 
Says Jesus, "Everyone that looketh on a woman to lust 
after her hath committed adultery with her already in his 
heart." (Matt. 5:28.) Guard thy thoughts, my brother. 

2. Troubled Part of David's Reign.-2 Sam. 13-24. 
(2nd half of book) 

(a) ABSALOM AND HIS REBELLlON.-13-1S. 
(3rd 4th of book) 

David's Punishment,- For his sin in taking Uriah's 
wife God permitted Absalom, David 's son, to raise a rebel
lion against him. Absalom was a beautiful young man, 
being noted for his mass of hair and other attractions of 
person-just the kind of a man to captivate the people. 
He met the people at the gate of the city, who came to be 
judged of the king, and said that no man had been ap
pointed to hear their caseSj then kissed the men with the 
deploring cry, ·'0 that I were made judge in the land, 
that every man who hath any suit might come unto me, 
and I would do him justice!" "So Absalom stole the hearts 
of the men of Israel." (2 Sam. 15:1-6.) Thus did he work 
a rebel1ion against his father; and when the time was 
ripe, rose against his father and drove him from the city. 
Weeping and bal'e-footed David made his way over the 
Mount of Olives, cursed by Shimei as he wentj and he 
and his company passed over the River Jordan. Finally 
the armies of David and Absalom met, and the forces of 
the latter were defeated. When passing under a tree in 
bis flight, Absalomls head caught in the hee, and one 
of David's men thrust him through with a dart. David 
loved his son regardless of the rebellion which he raised 
and sorrowed deeply over his death. A grievous sin had 
David committedl and grievous was his punishment. 
"Every transgression and disobedience received a just rec
ompense of reward." (Heb. 2:2.) 

80 



(b) DAVID'S RECOVERY FROM ABSALOM'S REBEL· 
LION.-2 Sam. 19·24. (Last 4th of book.) 

God's Mercy.-After David had suffered untold agony 
from Absalom's rebellion, God permitted him to recover. 
How merciful is our God! David would have been pun
ished with death if the Jewish law had been fully executed 
on him, but God changed the death sentence to the pun
ishment which he gave. David rejoiced, it seems, that he 
was permitted to live and to recover from this rebellion. 
We all should rejoice that he has sent a Savior to redeem 
us from our sins and their punishment, and should say 
with David, 

uHe hath not dealt with us after our sins, 
Nor rewarded us after our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
So great is his loving kindness toward them that fear 

him." etc.-(Psa. 103:10·22.) 

III. SOLOMON.-1 Kings 1·11. (1st half of 
book) 

Memory Help on 1 Kings.-Of the 22 chapters, the 1st 
half (11 chapters) tells of Solomon; the 2nd half (11 chap. 
ters), tells of 11 kings of Israel and Judah-4 of Judah 
and 7 of Israel. 

SOLOMON'S WISE CHOICE.-l Kings 3. 

Wisdom.-When Solomon ascended the throne, the 
Lord appeared to him and asked him what he should give 
him. Solomon's prayer is touching, and he concludes with 
this desire, "Give thy servant t herefore an understanding 
heart to judge thy people, that I may discern between 
good and evil." (1 Kings 3:9.) 

How many today. even of the professed Christians, 
would have asked for wisdom to perform duties better. 
If we are to judge from their actions, many of them would 
have said, "Lord, give me a large farm, clear of all debt." 
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Others would have said, uLord, give me long life." Others, 
4'Give me a strong body that I may spend it in pleasures 
without injury to my health." Still others, "Give me an 
automobile that I may have a good time as my neighbors 
are." U God was pleased with the request of Solomon, 
he certainly is displeased with the lives of many professed 
Christians today. Our prayer every day should be that we 
may have an understanding heart to discern good from 
bad in the midst of all the evil there is in the world, and 
that we may have the strength to follow at all times 
that which is right. As a result of the humble request of 
Solomon, the Lord gave him many of the blessings of this 
life. U we will seek first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness all the things we need will be added unto 
us. (This is a good place to commence reading a few 
chapters each day of Solomon's Proverbs, and marking 
the striking ones.) 

SOLOMON'S TEMPLE.-l King. 5·8. 

The Temple of God Now.-The Lord did not tell David 
and Solomon to build him a grand house ; but when it 
was proposed by David, God permitted him to prepare 
material for Solomon to build it. It was a grand s truc
ture. appealing to the senses of the people in an undevel
oped age. 

Under the new covenant, Jesus called the minds of the 
people away from the temple in Jerusalem and from the 
sacred places of the Samaritans on Mt. Gerizim, and said 
to the woman of Samaria, liThe hour cometh and now is 
when the true worshipers shall worship the Father in 
spirit and truth." (John 4:23.) In other words, under 
the reign of Christ it is not the place which is sacred 
before God but the condition of the mind and heart. We 
must have our hearts in what we are doing, and must do 
it according to the truth, or Word. nYe [Christians] are 
a temple of God." (1 Cor. 3:16.) 
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SOLOMON'S APOSTASY.-l Kings 11. 

The Foolish Acts of a 'Vise Man.-Wisdom in words 
is not necessarily wisdom in deeds. Many people are wise 
enough to make a success in this wor1d in a physical, 
financial and social way, but may make a failure in a 
spiritual way. The great mistake of Solomon's life was in 
making alliances in matrimony with the heathen people 
about him-a thing which God had condemned. His heath
en wives turned away his heart from God. 

Oh. why can we not profit by the mistakes of this wise, 
yet foolish, man! Paul says, "Be not unequally yoked 
with unbelievers." (2 Cor. 6:14.) In the business world, 
the social world and the matrimonial world, we should 
not yoke ourselves with ungodly characters who will have 
an influence on us for evil, and will tUrn our hearts away 
from God as the wives of Solomon did his. "Evil compan4 
ionships corrupt good morals." (1 Cor. 15:33, R. V.) "If 
thy hand cause thee to stumble, cut it off; for it is good 
for thee to enter into life maimed, rather than having 
two hands to go into hell, into the unquenchable fire." 
(Mark 9:44.) In other words, anything which is as dear 
to us as a hand or loot or eye, whether it be friend or 
relative or position or community, if we see that such is 
leading us away from the right, we would better cut loose 
from it, no matter how dear, in order that we may save 
our souls. Through three thousand years the saddening 
example of the most foolish wise man that ever lived has 
been a guide·post with the solemn warning, uThe way of 
evil companions is the way of sin and death!" 

(Some one has called Ecclesiastes "The Book of So104 
man's Repentance." He tried all the things which men 
have been trying almost from the beginnin&" that he 
"might see what it was good for the sons of men that 
they should do under heaven all the days of their life." 
Ecc!.2:3. By all means read this book.) 
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TIlE DIVIDED KINGDOM 
01 

The Nation 01 Christ-1 Kings 12 to 2 Kings 2S 
Memory Help on 1 Kings.-The life of Solomon con· 

sumes the 1st half (11 chapters) of 1 Kings, and the kings 
of Israel and Judah till Ahab consume the 2nd half. The 
Prophet Ahijah and the fulfillment of his prophecies con
sume the 1st 4 of these 11 chapters, (12-15), while E lijah's 
Jife consumes the last 6, (17-22) , the same number of 
chapters as there are letters in his name. The Prophet 
Jehu began his work in the chapter (16th) between Ahi
jah and Elijah, and continued contemporary with Elijah 
from then on. (See 1 ehron. 19: 2, 20:34.) Of these 11 
kings in these 11 chapters (2nd half) of 1 Kings, 4 were 
of Judah and 7 (4 dynasties, i. e., reigning families) were 
of I srael. The following jingle may help one remember 
them and their deeds, noticing that the dashes separate 
different reigning families: 

Judah: Rehoboam left his God, 
Abijam, too, his son, 

While Asa and Jehoshaphat 
Were praised for deeds well done. 

Israel: Jeroboam, Nadab-
Baasha and Elah

Zimri-Omri, Ahab,-
All of whom were evil. 

Memory Help on 2 Kings.-The lives of three prophets 
cover most of the period in this book: Elisha 2~13; Isaiah 
15-20; Jeremiah 22~25. Chapter 14 is a connecting link 
between Elisha and Isaiah, and chapter 21 is a connecting 
)ink between Isaiah and Jeremiah. Notice that Elisha con
sumes twice the number of chapters that there are letters 
in his name-12; that Isaiah cons umes exactly the num
ber of chapters that there nre letters in his name- 6; and 
that Jeremiah consumes only half the number of chapters 
that there are letters in his name-4. Notice, too, that 
the 1st half of the 6 chapters of Isaiah's period brings the 
reader to the conclusion of the kingdom of Israel. 

Memory Help on 1 ChronicIes.- The word "chronicle" 
means uan historical account of events in the order of 
time." These two books record the history of the ances
tors of Christ from Adam till the BabyJonish captivity. 
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covering through the days of the kings the same history 
as the two books of Kings. But as these chronicles were 
kept in Jerusalem, they mention only incidentally the Ten 
Tribes, the Kingdom of Israel; dwelling nearly altogether 
on the Two Tribes, the Kingdom of Judah, which had 
Jerusalem as its capital city. Of the 29 chapters of this 
book, the 10th tell!'; of the death of King Saul, the pre~ 
vious 9 being mere genealogy and the subsequent 19 giv~ 
ing the life of David, the 9 chapters of genealogy being as 
many in number as there are letters in the word "gene~ 
alogy." 

Memory Help on 2 Chronicles.-Of the 36 chapters of 
2 Chronicles, the 1st fourth (9 chapters) tells of Solomon; 
and the rest tells of the other kings till the Babylonish 
captivity. 

KINGDOMS OF ISRAEL and JUDAH COMPARED 
1. Israel had Ten Tribes; Judah had Two. 
2. Israel had the northern part of Palestine; Judah had 

the southern. 
3. Israel had Samaria as its Capital; Judah had Jeru

salem. 
4. Israel had many dynasties (reigning families); Ju

dah had but one-the House of David, the direct Family 
of Christ. 

5. Israel was nearly altogether Idolatrous; Judah was 
some better. 

6. Israel was carried away into Assyrian captivity by 
Shalmanezer, King of Assyria in 722 B. C. (2 Kings 17); 
part of Judah was carried away into Babylonish captivity 
by Nebuchadnezzar in 606 B. C. (Daniel among them); 
and in 597 (Ezekiel among them); and in 586 (those left 
now carried away with Jerusalem entirely destroyed, 
2 Kings 25). 

7. The Kingdom of Israel continued altogether about 
250 years; the Kingdom of Judah nearly 400. 

Introduction to the Divided Kingdom.-Nearly all the 
events of the Divided Kingdom can be connected with the 
life and times of six prophets-Ahijah, Jehu and Elijah, 
in 1 Kings; and Elisha, Isaiah and Jeremiah, in 2 Kings. 
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I. THE PROPHET AHIJAH AND HIS DAY. 
1 Kings 12-15. 

Introduction.-Ahijah prophesied that Jeroboam would 
have part of the kingdom (1 Kings 11:23-40); also, that 
his family would be destroyed for sin (1 Kings 14) ; and 
this latter prophecy was fulfilled in 1 Kings 15 :29, 30. 

THE DIVIDING OF THE KINGDOM.-1 Kings 12. 

Following the Advice of the Young.-Because of So]o~ 
mon's s jns, God determined t o rend the kingdom from his 
son. Magnificent though Solomon's reign had been, it was 
oppressive. After the death of Solomon, the people carne 
to Rehoboam, his son, and asked him to make their bur~ 
dens lighter. He refused to take the pacifying advice of 
the old men whom he consulted, but took the inftaming 
advice of the young men with whom he had grown up. 
God hardened his already perverted heart. The result was 
that ten tribes under Jeroboam withdrew and established 
the kingdom known as The Kingdom of Israel, in the 
northern part of Palestine, of which Samaria became the 
capital city; while two tribes remained with Rehoboam. 
with Jerusalem as their capital city. 

How often calamities come through refusing to listen 
to age and through running wildly after youth! Young 
men may be bright, but old men have something they no 
not have-experience. The old men for counsel, and the 
young men for war! The older men are the ones to rule 
the nation, the community, the church, etc. The very 
word "senator" means "old man," a nd the bishops of the 
church are called "elders" because of their age. Many a 
nation, community, and church has been ruined by being 
turned into the hands of the young and inexperienced. Our 
children should be taught to respect their parents and all 
older people. One thing our young should learn is that a 
mere knowledge of books is not experience and wisdom. 
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THE DISOBEDIENT PROPHET.-I Kings 13. 

The Belief of a Lie.-J eroboam was afraid that the 
Ten Tribes would turn back to Rehoboam if they went to 
Jerusalem to worship at the temple, so he set up two 
calves-one at Dan and the other at Bethel-and told the 
people to worship them inasmuch as it was too far for 
them to go to Jerusalem. A prophet of God was sent to 
cry against the altar at Bethel, and was told not to eat or 
drink there nor to return by the same route. But another 
prophet, a false one, went after the first prophet and 
brought him back, telling him that God had told him to 
bring him back. So the first prophet ate and drank in the 
place, contrary to the word of the Lord. As he started 
away again, God sent a lion which killed him for his dis
obedience. There is no reason why t4is first prophet 
should have been deceived. 

1. If the second prophet had been a true prophet of 
God, the first prophet might have known that God would 
probably have sent him to cry against the altar inas
much as he lived there. Besides, he had lived there and 
there is no evidence that he had raised his voice against 
the idolatry.-We can usually tell what people are by the 
company they keep. Those who keep their mouths shut 
in the midst of sin are not true servants of God. 

2. The first prophet had been told by the Lord himself 
not to eat or drink in that place, and there could be no 
doubt about the origin of the commission; but being tired 
and hungry and thirsty, no doubt, his desire to satisfy 
himself caused him to believe what he desired to believe. 
-How many people today. who show good sense in all 
temporal matters, permit their desires to control their re
ligious belief. Their love of father and mother and other 
relatives and friends blinds their eyes to the errors of 
their religion, and they refuse to listen to the truth. The 
love of popularity, or favor with men, makes a "beaten 
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pathway" of some hearts so that the unpopular gospel of 
Christ can not find root there. As the Gospel requires 
self·denial, they can not see the self-denial in the Savior 
which we are commanded to imbibe. "The god of this 
world hath blinded the minds" of such. (2 Cor. 4:4.) 
"How can ye believe, who receive honor one of another, 
and seek not the honor that cometh from God only 1" 
(John 5:44.) Too many people are in religion as this 
disobedient prophet-they see and hear what they desire 
to hear and see, and they blind their minds to the truth. 
"Be not deceived." 

3. God had spoken to this first prophet directly; and 
if he had wished to countermand the first order, he would 
have given just as good evidence as he did the first time 
that he spoke to him.-So God has spoken to us in his 
'Yard, and if Joe Smith, Mary Baker Eddy, Ellen G. 
White, Alexander Dowie, ehas. T. Russell, were sent of 
God, Jehovah would have given us some better evidence 
than these false teachel'S have given that we must 
not follow the New Testament just as the Lord gave it 
to us. 

4. Though it was true that this first prophet had been 
deceived and honestly went back and ate and drank in 
that place, yet there was no excuse for his being deceived; 
and the Lord punished him with death.-Many people 
today are honestly deceived in religious matters, yet they 
are responsible for being deceived in that they have not 
studied God's word as they should with unprejudiced 
minds; and God will not hold them guiltless for their 
carelessness. The belief of a lie is not as good as the 
belief of the truth; and the following of conscience alone 
when God has given us the Bible to educate our con
science, does not make us acceptable with God. Let us 
follow the safe way and be exceedingly careful that we be 
Dot deceived. 
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II. THE PROPHET JEHU AND THE BEGIN
NING OF HIS DAY.-1 Kings 16. 

FOUR WICKED KINGS OF ISRAEL 

Death, the Resu1t of Provoking God to Anger with 
Sin.-Notice how often it is mentioned in this chapter 
that these kings provoked God to anger with their vani
ties. The reigning family which succeeded Jeroboam and 
his son, Nadab, was no better than his family; and the 
Prophet Jehu prophesied against Baasha and his son Elah, 
for their wickedness. Zimri destroyed the house of 
Baasha for their sins, reigned for a little while, yet he 
himself died, for his own evil ways. Omri came next to 
the throne, and he, too, did wickedly, and reigned only 
a few years.-uEvery transgression and disobedience re
ceived a just recompense of reward." (Heb. 2:2.) In 
this life or in the next or in both, we must pay the pen
alty for sin unless we repent and forsake it. We cannot 
escape from God. Jehu lived contemporary with Elijah 
from now on. (See 2 ehron. 19:2, 20:34.) 

III. THE PROPHET ELIJAH AND HIS DAY. 
1 Kings 17-22. 

Memory Help.-Don't forget that the life of Elijah 
is found in the last 6 chapters of 1 Kings, the same num
ber of chapters that there are letters in his name. 

AHAB AND JEZEBEL. AND ELIJAH. 

The End of the Good and the Bad.-The old prophet 
had a hard time. His greatest enemies were Ahab, the 
wicked son of Omri, and Jezebel, his more wicked wife, 
who had led the people into the worship of Baal. 

1. To bring the people to their senses, it seems, Elijah 
prayed that it might not rain for three years and six 
months. (See James 5:17.)-Perhaps the great war in 
Europe was to brin&' the people to their senses, and to 
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get them to forsake their sins. A great English "divine" 
said that the allies were losing at first as a punishment 
for their sins, and he gave a good reason. Belgium had 
committed great atrocities in Africa. Russia had perse4 

cuted the Jews. France had practically forsaken God. 
And England had unjust1y waged war on the Boers, and 
had forced opium upon China at the point of the bayonet, 
destroying thereby millions of lives. Who knows but what 
the bishop had a clear view of the purposes of God as in
terpreted by His dealings with the people in the past? 

2. At the end of the drouth and famine brought by 
Elijah, King Ahab met the old prophet and said, "Art 
thou he that troubleth Israel1" Elijah answered, "I have 
not troubled Israel; but thou and thy father's house, in 
that ye have forsaken the commandments of the Lord~ 
and thou hast followed Baalim." (1 Kings 18:18.)-How 
often it is now that when a servant of God opposes the 
sins of the people, they cry, uThou troubler of Israe!!" 
They wish to go on in their sins, and anyone who disturbs 
them they consider a troubler. They said of Paul that he 
was a pest ilent f ellow and a r ing-leader of the Nazarenes, 
and that he was turning the world upside down. Even 
Jesus was considered a disturber. As long as the world 
endures, the one who is prominent in denouncing all de
partures from the word of God will be called a trouble r. 
HAn that will live godly in Christ J esus shall suffer perse
cution," says Paul. But the real disturbers are those who 
have left the commandments of God. 

a. Elijah proposed a test that the people might see 
whether he or the prophets of Baal were the true servants 
of God. F ire carne from God and devoured Elijah's sacri
fice, but there was no such divine demonstration with the 
false teachers. Elijah then took the 450 prophets of Baal 
down to the brook Kishon and slew them.-Today a good 
way to help show who are true teachers in Israel is to 
have a public investigation of differences in the right 
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spirit, so that people can see who has the word of God 
on his side and who has not. The false teachers should 
be- utterly rejected of God's people. "Mark i them which 
have caused divisions and offenses contrary to the doc
trine which ye have learned; and avoid them." (Rom. 
16:17.) 

4. The wicked Jezebel persecuted Elijah because he 
had slain her prophets; and the discouraged prophet said 
to God, "The children of Israel have forsaken thy cove
nant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets 
with the sword; and I, even I only, am left, and they seek 
my life to take it away." (1 Kings 19:10.) But God said, 
"Yet I have left me seven thousand in Israel, all the knees 
which hath not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth which 
hath not kissed him." (1 Kings 19:18.)-How often today 
one sees such great opposition to the simple gospel of 
Jesus that he feels like giving up in despair, but we 
should remember that there are yet many thousands who 
have not bowed the knee to the Baal of popular applause. 

5. Jezebel had Naboth slain that Ahab might have his 
vineyard, and the king tolerated such a crime. When 
Elijah met him, he pronounced disaster to him and his 
house. Ahah answered, "Hast thou found me, 0 mine 
enemy?" Elijah answered, 4'1 have found thee because 
thou hast sold thyself to do evil." (1 Kings 21 :20.) Eli
jah was not Ahab's enemy but his friend in that he was 
trying to get him to do right.-Our real friends are not 
those who help us in doing evil, but th()se who help us in 

. doing good. Our best friends are not always our most 
pleasant companions. Paul said, 'lAm I your enemy be
cause I tell you the truth?" (Gal. 4:16.) Jesus said, 
"As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten, be zealous 
therefore and repent." (Rev. 3:19.) 

6. When Ahab and Jehoshaphat, the king of Judah. 
were preparing to go to battle against Syria at Ramoth
Gilead, Jehoshaphat asked for a prophet of God that he 
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might consult him as to the outcome of the battle. Ahab 
told him o! one, but said, "I hate him, for he doth not 
prophesy good concerning me, but evil." (1 Kings 22:8.) 
-Many of the people in ancient times said, "Prophesy 
not unto us right things, prophesy smooth things; 
prophesy deceits." Paul said that under the gospel many 
would have "itching ears," and would heap to themselves 
teachers who would please them. HoW true! Many do 
not wish to hear the gospel, for it requires too much self
denial. They wish a sugar-coated doctrine. They wish to be 
carried to heaven on flowery beds of ease. And of a true, 
faithful preacher of the gospel, they say, HI hate himj for 
he doth not prophesy good concerning me but evi1." In 
other words, they wish a religion that satisfies their de
sires rather than one which makes them pleasing to God. 

7. Elijah has been persecuted all these days by Ahab 
and Jezebel , but now the time has come in the providence 
of God for a change. Ahab goes to battle, is wounded 
and dies, and when the chariot is washed the dogs lick his 
blood as they did that of Naboth, and as Elijah had said 
they would. (1 Kings 22:37, 38.) Several years later, 
when God's avenger entered the city where Jezebel was, 
she was thrown down from the window and trampled un
der the feet of the horses, and the dogs ate her, as the 
prophet said. (See 2 Kings 9:30-87.)-Evil workers may 
hold sway for awhile, but their time is coming some day. 
"Fret not thyself because of evil-doers, neither be thou 
envious against the workers of iniquity. For they shall 
soon be cut down like the grass, and wither as the green 
herb." (Psa. 37. Read it all.) 

8. Elijah on the other hand was triumphantly carried 
to heaven in a whirlwind. (See 2 Kings 2:2-12.)-We 
may have trying times in our battles for the right, as did 
old Elijah, but if we are faithful we shall have a glorious 
triumph. "He that endureth to the end, the same shall 
be saved." 
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IV. THE PROPHET ELISHA AND HIS DAY. 
2 Kings 2-13. 

Memory Help.-Remember t hat the life of Elisha is 
found in ] 2 chapters, twice the number that there are let
ters in his name, and that it begins with 2 Kings 2. 

ELISHA, THE SUCCESSOR OF ELIJAH. 

A Noble Desire.-When Elijah was about to he taken 
from Elisha, and asked the latter what he should do for 
him before he left him, Elisha answered, "Let a double 
portion of thy spirit be upon me:' (2 Kings 2:9.) 

How many today would have asked the same? From 
the manifestations of covetousness, even of professed 
Christians, and their love of pleasure and glory, many of 
them would evidently have said, "Let me have a high 
position in life, let me have a large business ; give me an 
automobile, give me glory and riches and pleasure." 
Elisha admired the fearless and devoted spirit of Elijah, 
and the Spirit of God which guided him, and asked that 
a double portion of his spirit be upon him. Instead of 
praying for mere health, food and raiment, we ought to 
be praying that the spirit of the godly and fearless men 
and women of ages past may be upon us, and that we 
may ever follow the t eachings of the Spirit of our God. 

"A GREAT WOMAN."-2 Kings 4:10·16. 

Helpfulness and Humility.-As Elisha passed by a 
certain city often, a certain woman requested her hus
band to build him a little room that he might rest in it. 
When Elisha asked her if, as a reward for her thought· 
fulness and helpfulness, she would be introduced to the 
king or captain of the host, she answered, "I dwell among 
my own people." She was not ambitious for worldly 
honor.-How different was she Irom many women today. 
who will do almost anything for a little distinction from 
their fellow-mortals in a club or some little society. 
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NAAMAN AND GEHAZI.-2 Kin,s 5. 

Obedjence and CovetousnesB.-Naaman, the leper, was 
told by Elijah to dip himself seven times in the River 
Jordan and be healed. At first he disdained so simple a 
thing, but finally obeyed and was heated.-Many now 
disdain the command, "Repent and be baptized for the 
remission of sins" (Acts 2:38), and wish to do some great 
thing or have some "wonderful eonversionu for the remis. 
sion of their sins. As in Naaman's case, it is not the water 
but the obedience which heals. 

When Elisha would not take any money, etc., from 
Naaman, Gehazi, Elisha's servant, ran after him and ob· 
tained some, lying to get it. The result was that Elisha 
fastened upon him the leprosy which had left Naaman.
uThe love of money is a root of all kinds of evil," in our 
day as it was in Gehazi's. A man does not have to go as 
far as Gehazi did to make hlmself displeasing to God in 
such matters, for no covetous man OIshall inherit the king· 
dom of God." (1 Cor. 6:10.) 

JONAH. 

Trying to Escape From DutY.-About this time, Jonah 
lived. One of his prophecies is mentioned in 2 Kings 
14:25. The book of Jonah tells of the remission of God's 
judgment against Nineveh, while the book of Nahum 
(which should be read here), tells of the execution of his 
judgments against it many years later. He was com· 
manded to go to Nineveh and cry against those people, 
but he took ship for another place. When a storm arose, 
and he was thrown overboard, a great fish swallowf.>d 
him and took him to shore. Jonah then went and fulfilled 
the work which God had for him. 

What is the use in trying to escape from God? Some 
people try to get away from obedience to the Gospel; some 
try to escape preaching the Word when they know they 
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have the ability, health, etc.; and some who are too cow
ardly to contend for the faith, try to make themselves 
think they are all right though holding to a corrupted 
gospel-but they all will make a failure as did Jonah. 
"We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ 
that everyone may receive the things done in the body 
according to what he hath done, whether it be good or 
bad." (2 Cor. 5:10.) Read the book of Jonah through 
carefully, my brother, and ask yourself the solemn ques
tion, Am I like Jonah, trying to escape from duty'! 

v. THE PROPHET ISAIAH AND HIS DAY. 
2 Kings 15-20. 

Memory Help.-Remember that Isaiah consumes 6 
chapters, as many as there are letters in his name. Let 
2 Kings 14 be a connecting chapter between Elisha and 
Isaiah. Isaiah prophesied in the "days of Uzziah (Azar
iah in 2 Kings 15:1; see also 2 ehron. 26:1). Jotham, 
Ahaz and Hezekiah. (See Isaiah 1:1.) Three other 
prophets prophesied about the same time,-Micah, (1:1), 
Amos, (1:1), Hosea, (1:1). These books of prophecy 
should be read in connection with the history. Notice that 
each letter in the word Micah begins the name of one of 
this group of four contemporary prophets except the 
letter c: 

Micah 
Isaiah 
C
Amos 
Hosea 

Notice that the first half of these 6 chapters connected 
with Isaiah brings the reader to the captivity of the King
dom of Israel. 

KINGDOM OF ISRAEL CARRIED INTO ASSYRIAN 
CAPTIVITY.-2 Kings 17. 

No Good Kings, and Origin of the Samaritans.-The 
Northern Kingdom, the Kingdom of Israel, with Samaria 
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as its capital, seems to have had no good kings, and was 
in idolatry practically aU the time, refusing to repent of 
its sins. Finally, God sent Shalmaneser, king of Assyria 
(Ninevah was its capital), who destroyed Samaria and 
carried the people into Assyrian captivity. He then placed 
other nations in the land of Samaria. But wild animals 
came down on them, and they said it is because we do not 
worship the God of the people who lived here, and so 
they sent into Assyrian captivity and had a priest come 
and show them how to worship God. But "they feared 
the Lord. and served their own gods," and developed the 
race mbc:ture called Samaritans. (2 Kings 17:33.) 
These Samaritans had a mixed worship. They were in 
Samaria when the Kingdom of Judah was carried into 
Babylonian Captivity, about a hundred years later, and 
they were there when they returned, and wished to help 
the Jews build a union temple to God. (See Ezra and 
Nehemiah.) They were still there when Jesus lived, and 
he talked with the woman of Samaria; and when the 
writer of this Guide was in Palestine a number of years 
ago, he was on Mt. Gerizim which is sti1l sacred to the 
two or three hundred Samaritans who are left. 

HEZEKIAH.-2 Kings 18·20; 2 Chron.29-32. 

A Reformation.-Just as soon as Hezekiah came to 
the throne, he broke down idolatry, and cleaned up the 
temple and established the Lord's feasts, even though 
he was ridiculed by many. Every Christian should be a 
reformer in a sense-he should first reform himself, then 
try to 1ead others into the right way and to clean out the 
doctrines and commandments of men from the worship 
of God. 

A Haughty King and His }'all.-Sennacherib, King of 
Assyria, sent his army against Hezekiah, King of Judah; 
and the captain of his host made a defiant speech against 

96 



Jerusalem and the God of heaven. (2 Kings 18:18; 2 
Chronic1es 32.) Hezekiah in humility took the writing 
into the temple, spread it before the Lord, and prayed 
earnestly for deliverance. God sent Isaiah who said, 
"Whereas thou hast prayed to me against Sennacherib, 
King of Assyria, I have heard thee." That night God 
sent his angel and destroyed 185,000 of the enemies' sol
diers, and a remnant fled to Syria where the king was 
murdered in the temple of his god. When the enemies 
of God's people today revile us, we must not revile again, 
but in humility should we take it to God in prayer. He 
has promised never to leave us nor forsake us. Though 
deliverance may not come in the sudden and spectacular 
manner in whfch it did to Hezekiah, yet it will come if we 
are faithful. 

Hezekiah's Sickness and Recovery and Condemnation. 
-When Hezekiah was about to die of a boil, he prayed 
to God and was healed. (2 Kings 20; read also 2 ehron. 
32:24; Isaiah 38 :1.) But when the King of Babylon sent 
messengers to congratulate him on his recovery. he vain
ly showed them the wealth of his kingdom. God then sent 
Isaiah La condemn his vanity and to foret ell future ca1am
ities to his family and his wealth. Many today are puffed 
up over their magnificent private dwellings, large and 
well·stocked farms, prosperous business, fine clothes or 
good looks, or their fine church buildings. God, however, 
resisteth the proud but giveth grace to the humble. Be· 
ware! 

Hezekiah's Death.-When he died, Uall Judah and the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem did him honor at his death." 
(2 ehron. 32:33.) He worked for others and for God. 
His death reminds us of that Dorcas, when "all the 
widows stood by, weeping, and showing the coats and 
garments which Dorcas made, while she was with them." 
(Acts 9:32-43.) How much happier to live such a life, 
both here and hereafter! 
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VI. THE PROPHET JEREMIAH AND HIS DAY 
2 Kings 22-25. 

Memory Help.-Notice that Jeremiah consumes 4 chap
ters,-half as many as there are letters in his name. The 
8 prophets in 2 Kings have each a connecting chapter,
chapter 14 connects Elisha with Isaiah, and chapter 21 
connects Isaiah with Jeremiah. Jeremiah's life was in the 
period of the last 5 kings of Judah found in the last 4 
chapters of 2 Kings. (See Jer. 1:2.) Zephaniah prophe
sied about this time, and his book should be read in this 
connection. 

JOSIAH, A GOOD KING OF JUDAH.-2 Kings 22, 23. 

Hardened Hearts.-King Josiah in Jeremiah's day 
worked a great reform in Judah, but it came too late. 
The people had too much rebellious blood in their veins; 
and aiter Josiah's death, they soon went back into idol .. 
atry. Besides, as a nation they had sinned away their day 
of grace, and God was determined to punish the nation by 
leading them into captivity. ----: Continuous disobedience 
even today sears the conscience and makes us insuscept
ible to the word of God. After a time God himself may 
harden our already perverted hearts. "For this cause 
God shall send them strong delusion that they should be
lieve a lie, that they all might be damned who believed 
not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness." (2 
Thess. 2:11, 12.) "It is a fearful thing to fall into the 
hands of the living God." 

JEREMIAH AND THE FALL OF JERUSALEM. 

The End of the Disobedient.-The destruction of Jeru
salem and the events which led to it, contain many les
sons of warning to the people of God. (2 Kings 24, 25; 
read all of Jeremiah.) 

1. The Prophet Jeremiah was sent to try to bring the 
people back to God's law, but they would not hear him. 
He said, "Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and 
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see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good waYj 
and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls; 
but they said, We will not walk therein." (Jer. 6:16.)
Most of the professed Christians today have left the com
mandments of Jehovah as they were given, and they are 
following the doctrines and commandmel).ts of menj and 
the true Christians are trying to call them back to the 
old paths and ways as revealed in the New Testament. 
But as in Jeremiah's day, so now, the people say, 41We 
will not walk therein." 

2. Many were the persecutions heaped on Jeremiah for 
his trouble in trying to save the people from the death 
which awaited them in the coming destruction of J erusa
lem, and "all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall 
suffer persecution" today when trying earnestly to lead 
the people back to the old paths and ways. 

3. As the Rechabites were rewarded for their faith
fulness to their father (Jer. 35), so, says Jeremiah, would 
you (and the same applies to Christians today), have been 
rewarded if you had obeyed your God. 

4. Jeremiah wrote prophecies against · Jerusalem; and 
as they were read to the king, he "cut it with the pen
knife, and cast it into the fire that was in the -brazier, 
until all the roll was consumed in the fire that was in. the 
brazier." (Jer. 36:23.) But Jeremiah wrote the same 
words and "there were added besides unto them many like 
words." (Verse 32.)-So today we may refuse to read the 
Bible, may stay away from the place where it is read, may 
shun those who might talk to us of God, and may even 
deny the Bible; but we cannot get away from God. I'lt is 
appointed unto men once ·to die, and after this the judg
ment." 

5. Jerusalem finally fell and hosts of the people were 
killed (2 Kings 25, Jer. 39), and a remnant carried into 
Babylonish captivity. So all those in all ages who refuse' 
to do right must suffer for their sins. 

99 



6. Jeremiah was left in the land with the poorest of 
the people under Gedaliah as governor, but that ruler was 
murdered, and the people, contrary to Jeremiah's advice, 
fled into Egypt, dragging him with them, there being con
quered with entire Egypt as J eremiah had said.-And mil
lions today are unwilling to give up the unscriptural 
things which led their fathers into captivity to Rome. 

7. Read the Lamentations of Jeremiah over the ruins 
of Jerusalem. What desolation reigned as a result of the 
sins of the people! Read Paa. 137, which was probably 
written in the exile and inserted into the book of Psalms, 

UBy the rivers of Babylon. there we sat down; yea. we 
wept when we remembered Zion. We hanged our harps 
upon the willows in the midst thereof. For there they 
that can-ied us away captive required of us a song and 
they that wasted us required of us mirth, saying, Sing us 
one of the songs of Zion. How shall we sing the Lord's 
song in a strange land? If I forget thee, 0 J erusalem, 
let my right hand forget her cunning. Let my tongue 
cleave to the roof of my mouth, if I remember thee not; 
if I prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joy/' 

Great was the sin of this stubborn and rebellious peo
ple, and great was their punishment! These things are 
written for our admonition. 

THE BABYLONISH CAPTIVITY 
of 

. The Nation of Christ.-Ezekiel. Daniel, Esther. 

THE THREE CAPTIVITIES. 

The First Captivity.-In 606 B. C., Nebuchadnezzar, 
who was probably only general of the Babylonish army at 
this time, came and conquered Jerusalem, carrying away 
"part of the vessels of the house of God," and some of 
the people, among whom was the prophet Daniel. (See 

100 



Daniel 1:1~7, 2 Kings 24:1.) But the city was not de~ 
strayed. Jeremiah remained in the land. We may caU 
this The First Captivity. 

The Second Captivity.-Eight or nine years after this 
First Captivity, and in 597 B. C., Nebuchadne~zar came up 
again against Jerusalem and carried away "all the treas~ 
ures of the house of God ••. and ..• all Jerusalem, and 
all the princes, and all the mighty men of valor, even ten 
thousand captives, and all the craftsmen and all the 
smiths, none remained save the poorest sort of the people 
of the land." (2 Kings 24:13, 14.) Ezekiel, it seems. was 
carried away at this time. (E~ek . 1:1, 2; 33:21, 40:1.) 
But Jerusalem was not yet destroyed. 

The Third Captivity.-In these two captivities, chiefly 
the nobles and the rich had been carried away, but now 
in 686 B. C., 11 years after the 2nd captivity, Nebuchad~ 
nezzar came again, and this time he destroyed Jerusalem 
with its temple, killed many of the people, and carried the 
rest away into captivity (2 Kings 25-King Zedekiah be~ 
ing among those carried away), leaving a few of the very 
poorest as vinedressers and husbandmen. Among these 
poor was Jeremiah, and it was at this time that he wrote 
the Lamentations over the destruction of Jerusalem, and 
has consequently been cal1ed liThe Weeping Prophet." But 
these poor soon fled into Egypt taking Jeremiah with 
them. 

EZEKIEL. 
God's 'Vrath and Mercy Upon Jerusalem.-It seems 

that Ezekiel was carried away in the Second Captivity of 
Judah in 597 B. C., but Jerusalem was not destroyed at 
that time. The first half of Ezekiel (24 chapters) was 
written against Jerusalem before the destruction of the 
city, and contained much condemnation of the people for 
their sins, and warnings that the city would certainty be 
destroyed; though Ezekiel himself was in the captivity. 
Ezekiel spends the last part of bis book in telling of the 
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restoration of the Jews to their own land and of the re
building of the temple. Read the prophecies of Ezekiel 
here. 

DANIEL. 

Memory Help.-The 12 chapters of the book of Daniel 
naturally divide themselves into 2 equal parts,-the first 
half, (6 chapters), gives interesting events in the life of 
Daniel; and the second half, (6 chapters), gives the vis
ions of Daniel. 

Faithfulness Rewarded. - Nebuchadnezzar set up a 
great image and commanded that all the people should 
fall down and worship it when they should hear the sound 
of all kinds of music. But Shadrach, Meshach and Abed
nego would not bow down. When interrogated by the 
king, they said that they would not worship the image. 
They were then thrown into the fiery furnace; but God 
saved them, and they came out alive.-God may not save 
us in the same miraculous way when we are confronted 
with persecution for his sake, yet the deliverance will 
come sooner or later. 

Pride and Cruelty Punished (Daniel Ch. 4).-Nebuchad
nezzar dreamed he saw a great tree in whose branches 
all kinds of birds lodged, and under whose shade all kinds 
of animals took refuge. He saw a holy one come down 
from heaven and command that they cut down the tree 
but leave the roots. Daniel was called and his interpre
tation was that the tree represented the king, and that 
for his sins he would be humbled; and he exhorted him, 
"Break off thy sins by righteousness, and thine iniquities 
by showing mercy to the poor." But the king refused, 
and lifted with pride he looked over his great city and 
said, "Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for the 
house of the kingdom by the might of my power, and for 
the honour of my majesty?" God took away his reason, 
and his subjects drove him out and he "did eat grass as 
oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, till 
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his hairs were grown like eagles' feathers, and his nails 
like birds' claws." Then God restored his reason, and the 
king said, "I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and honour 
the King of heaven, all whose works are truth, and his 
ways judgment [justice]; and those that walk in pride he 
is able to abase." What a solemn lesson for those who 
are lifted up because of their money, education, fine per
sonal appearance, clothes, costly church house, etc.! It 
was pride which caused Satan to rebel against God, and 
causes one nation to rise against another nation. Even 
the love of money has pride largely at the root. "God 
resisteth the proud but giveth grace unto the humble." 

Irreverence.-Belshazzar, a king of Babylon after 
Nebuchadnezzar, made a great feast to a thousand of his 
lords, and commanded to be brought out the golden 
vessels which Nebuchadnezzar had brought from the tem
ple at Jerusalem. A hand came and wrote upon the wall 
the doom of his kingdom, as it was interpreted by Daniel. 

To regard lightly sacred things will bring trouble 
sooner or later. The birthright was a sacred something, 
and when Esau sold his he brought trouble to himself, and 
was styled by Paul a "profane person." (Heb. 12:16.) 
Belshazzar lightly drank from the sacred vessels of God, 
and was slain that night, and the great city of Babylon 
was taken. Many, even professed Christians, show irrev
erence for divine things. Some are not particular whether 
they eat of the Lord's Supper as he has commanded; and 
if they do eat, they whisper or look about them, idly 
thinking of something else. They eat and drink "unwor
thily" (in an unworthy manner), and they eat and drink 
damnation to their souls. (1 Cor. 11:29.) Some lightly 
esteem the New Testament baptism which is a burial (see 
Rom. 6:4), and if they attend such a baptizing they look 
for something funny. To talk and laugh loudly before and 
after a meeting where we have gathered to engage in 
religious exercises, is irreverence and should never be 
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indulged in by Christians and should be stopped in out· 
siders and children. 

Faithfulness Rewarded, Again.-Daniel had been ex
alted to a high place in the Babylonish empire, and when 
it was overcome by the Medea and Persians he was stil1 
left in a high place. Many of the presidents of different 
parts of the empire were envious of him, and as they could 
not get anything against his work, they tried to trap him 
in religion. They had a law passed that no one should ask 
anything of anyone within a certain period except of the 
King, Darius. As they had expected, Daniel paid no atten
tion to their decree, but continued his prayers to God three 
times each day. The enemies then reported this to the 
king who tried to save Danielj but as the laws of the 
Medea and Persians change not, he was cast to the lions. 
But God saved him from them, and the king then cast to 
the lions the men making the accusation against Daniel. 

Oftentimes, trouble, ridicule, banishment from home, 
and possibly death may seem to confront us for faithful 
obedience to God, but the Lord has promised never to 
leave nor forsake us; and though he may not preserve us 
in the miraculous way he did Daniel, yet we shall finally 
come off more than conquerors through him that loved us. 
"Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor powers. nor height, 
·nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate 
us from the love of God, which is in Christ J esus our 
Lord." (Rom. 8:35-39.) The story of Daniel has been 
given us that "through patience and comfort of the Scrip
tUres we might have hope." 

ESTHER. 

Hung on a Gallows Made for Another.-The events in 
the book of Esther probably happened after some of the 
Jews had returned from the Babylonish captivity to their 
own land. The vain-glorious Haman ph .. ns the death of 
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Mordecai, the Jew, by having the king decree the death 
of all Jews. But Esther, the niece of Mordecai and the 
wife of the king, pleads for her people and saves them, 
and Haman is hung on the very gallows he had made for 
the despised Mordecai. 

How often unscrupulous people dig a ditch for anothe! 
and fall into it themselves! They are caught in the very 
trap which they have set for others. "Pride goeth before 
destruction and a haughty spirit before a fall." Pride 
and envy may seem to conquer for awhile, but in the end 
they will be brought low. God watches after his people. 

TIlE RETURN FROM BABYLONISH CAPTIVITY 
01 

The Nation 01 Christ.-Ezra and Nehemiah. 
Memory Help to Ezra.-Zerubbabel, who was the lead

er in the first return, has 10 letters in his name, and there 
are 10 chapters in the book of Ezra which tell of his re
turn and that of Ezra. Ezra, who led the second return, 
has 4 letters in his name, and his work is recorded in the 
last 4 chapters of the book of Ezra. It is not necessary 
to read these genealogies in detail. 

Memory Help to Nehemiah.-Of the 13 chapters in hil." 
book, the 7th, a chapter of genealogy, is the middle one, 
dividing the book into two equal parts,-the 1st half (6 
chapters) telling of Nehemiah's temporal work on Jeru
salem and its walls, and the 2nd half (6 chapters) telling 
of the spiritual work of getting the people to obey God's 
commands. 

Introduction.-God had commanded his people to per
mit the land to rest every seventh year, but in their 
covetousness they had failed to do so. So God no~ hold3 
them in captivity "until the land had enjoyed its Sab
baths; for as long as it lay desolate, it kept Sabbath to 
full three-score and ten years." (2 Ohron. 36:21.) The 
time has now come when they are to return, and the books 

105 



of Ezra and Nehemiah tell about the different returns, 
and the difficulties the Jews had in rebuilding the city 
of Jerusalem and their temple. But many of the Jews 
did not come back. 

THE RETURN UNDER ZERUBBABEL.-Ezra 1·6. 

Rebuilding the Temple and the City of Jerusalem. -
About 42,000 Jews (Ezra 2:64). under Zerubbabel as 
leader, came up from Babylon about 636 B. C., and this 
return is recorded in Ezra 1-6. With joy they laid the 
foundation of the temple which Ezekiel had so vividly 
described. But many troubles awaited them. 

How like the work of the Jews in rebuilding Jerusalem, 
is that of apostolic Christians today! The Church was 
carried away into Babylonish captivity, as it were, when 
the Roman church obtained the ascendancy. It should be 
the purpose of the Christian today to restore the worship 
of God as it was before the Romish captivity. We should 
rejoice that we have seen the worship of God restored 
to what it was in the beginning. 

No Union House for the Jews.-When the returned 
exiles began to rebuild God's house, the Samaritans came 
to them from the northern part of Palestine, and proposed 
that they build together (4:2); but the Jews ftatly re
fused their offer, as the Samaritans were compromisers 
of God's word. These enemies then sent to the king, 
told him of the work which these Jews were doing, and 
warned him that they would rebel against the king as they 
had done in the past. So the king ordered them to cease 
the work on the house of God. (4:24.) 

So now there are compromisers of God's word, for 
Protestantism as a whole is a mere compromise between 
the word of God and the traditions of Rome. They wish 
to join with us in 4'union meetings"; but we cannot do it, 
for they, like the Samaritans, have a mixed religion. Then 
they persecute the true Israel of God, keeping them out 
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of the school-houses and all other places they can, and 
trying in very way to hinder the restoration of the apos
tolic worship. 

A Lukewarm People.-When the people were ordered 
not to go on with the r ebuilding of the city and the tem
ple. they settled down to build their own houses, and soon 
lost interest in the affairs of the Lord. After the death of 
that king, the prophets Haggai and Zechariah were sent 
to stir them to their religious duty; but the people were 
not at all inclined to go on with the work of the Lord, 
being satisfied to attend merely to their temporal affairs. 
They said, IIIt is not the time for us to come, the time for 
Jehovah's house to be built." (Haggai 1:1-11; read 
the whole book, also the book of Zechariah.) But God 
blighted their crops "because of my house that Jieth waste, 
while ye run every man to his own house/' Finally these 
prophets stimulated the people so that Uthey builded and 
finished" the temple. (Ezra 6:14.) 

How often do we find the same spirit among Chris
tians! They try to build the church in their own or 
another community; and when the opportunity seems not 
to be ripe, they go after their own temporal affairs and 
never wish to try to build the house of God. "It is not 
the time to try to plant the cause here." they say. "It is 
not the time to do missionary work in another field," they 
selfishly cry. But God will not bless them permanently 
while they run every man to his own affairs and permit 
to lie waste the Church of the Living God. 

THE RETURN UNDER EZRA.-Ezra 7·10. 

Introduetion.-Ezra came up from Babylon to Jeru
saJem with a band of Jews between 50 and 75 years after 
the first return, under Zerubbabel j and, finding things in a 
bad condition, he commenced immediately a reformation. 

Ezra, a Good Example.-IjEzra had set his heart to 
seek the law of Jebovah, and to do it, and to teach in 
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Israel statutes and ordinances." (Ezra 7:10.)-What the 
Church needs today is men and women who will, first of 
all, set their heart to find what God says for man to do; 
then will do it themselves; then will do what they can to 
t ell others what they have learned. in the proper time, 
place and spirit. The apostolic Christians were "scattered 
abroad" and they "went everywhere preaching the word." 
(Acts 8:4.) They learned about Christ first, then tried 
to live his commands themselves, then tried to show others 
what those commands are. Let us have more Ezras. 

THE RETURN OF NEHEMIAH.-Nebemiab. 

Introdudion.-About 13 years after Ezra came up 
with his band, Nehemiah, who was a cup-bearer of the 
king in the land of their captivity, leaves his high position 
and comes over to help his people. (See Ezra 7:7, Neh. 
5:14.) 

Interest in God's People.-Nehemiah had a desirable 
and exalted position as cup-bearer of the King of Persia, 
but when one came from Jerusalem and said that "the 
remnant that are left of the captivity are in great afflic
tion and r eproach ; the wall of Jerusalem also is broken 
down, and the gates thereof are burned with fire," Nehe
miah said, "I sat down and wept, and mourned certain 
days; and I fasted and prayed before the God of heaven." 
(Neh. 1:3, 4.) He wished God to open the way so that 
he could go back and help his people; and God opened the 
way, and he went. 

How many today show the same interest in the deso
lation of Zion, if they themselves are very favorably situ
ated? How many are touched when they see a church in 
distress and do all they can to help it? How many aid 
the faithful preachers on the walls of Zion, trying to build 
again the tumbled-down ramparts of Israel? How many 
are willing to leave a fine position as Nehemiah did-or 
are willing to give a liberal per cent. of their income-in 
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order that they may help a struggling band of disciples? 
o Lord, give us more Nehemiahs! 

Ridiculing God's People.-When SanbaUat, a leader of 
the enemies of the Jews, saw the wall of Jerusalem going 
up under the direction of Nehemiah, he said, "What are 
these feeble Jews doing? ... Will they revive the stones 
out of the heaps of rubbish, seeing they are burned?" 
Tobiah said, "Even that which they are building, if a fox 
go up, he shall break down their stone wall." Also they 
conspired together to come and fight against Jerusalem. 
But Nehemiah said, "We made our prayer unto God, and 
set a watch against them day and night." (Neh. 4:2, 
3,9.) 

How often today do the enemy ridicule the efforts of 
God's people to restore the ancient Gospel! But, like Nehe
miah, we should make our prayer to God and watch the 
enemy and continue our work for the Lord. 

Destructive and Constructive Work.-HEveryone with 
one of his hands wrought in the work, and with the other 
held his weapon." (Neh. 4:17.) 

A good example this, of the two kinds of work neces
sary in every enterprise! Too many of the true followers 
of Jesus have in the past been simply engaged in destroy
ing denominationalism and have not done enough of the 
building of the walls of Zion by developing the talent in 
the church, helping the poor and sick, sending men out to 
tell the good news to others, teaching the Bible in our 
homes, giving of our means as we have been prospered, 
and going about preaching the Word. Let the true Church 
of Christ enter wholeheartedly into the constructive work 
of the Lord, and thousands will soon be brought to Christ. 

Unmerciful Toward Brethren.-But while they were 
engaged in rebuilding Jerusalem, there was a dearth; and 
some of the Jews had to mortgage their fields and their 
houses, and even sell their own sons and daughters. 
(Neh. 5:1-13.) The nobles of the Jews had loaned the 

109 



money at usury to their unfortunate brethren; and for 
their heartless selfishness, they were severely criticised by 
Nehemiah. 

Yet many professed Christians will take advantage of 
their brethren in a financial way. "Inasmuch as ye did 
it unto one of the least of these, my brethren, ye did it 
unto me." (Matt. 25:31-46.) 

Another Trap of the Enemy.-When Sanballat saw 
that he could not by ridicule deter the Jews in their work 
upon the walls, he laid a trap, saying, "Come, let us meet 
together in one of the villages of the plain," thinking to 
do mischief to Nehemiah. But that wise leader said, "I 
am doing a great work, so that I can not come down; why 
should the work cease, whilst I leave it, and come down 
to you 1" (Neh. 6:2, 3.) 

\Vhen ridicule today does not succeed agains t the peo
ple of God, the enemy tries to entice the young people, and 
older ones if possible, by saying, "Come and be with us 
in our festival; come and help us with our entertainment; 
we need you in our choir," etc., thinking to lead the young 
away from the simplicity in Christ. With Nehemiah we 
should say, "1 am doing a great work, so that I can not 
come down." 

A Fruitless Attempt to Intimidate.-;-The enemies then 
tried to intimidate Nehemiah by saying that it was re
ported that they were intending to rebel against the king, 
hence they would better come down and consult with him; 
but Nehemiah answered, "There are no such things done 
as thou sayest, but thou feign est them out of thine own 
heart." (Neh. 6:5-9.)-Ofoon now God's people are Hed 
about that they may be overthrown. 

Bribery 'and Treachery.-Sanballat hired one of Nehe
miah's own brethren to try to get him to hide in the 
temple to save his life, so that the other Jews would be
come afraid too. (Neh. 6:10-14.) But Nehemiah nobly 
spurned such cowardly ways. 
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In our great fight against all innovations-instrumen
tal music in Christian worship, societies in the work of 
the Church, entertainments to raise money for the Lord, 
etc.-many of our leaders have been practically bribed by 
offers of larger salaries (as preachers for the digressives). 
greater popularity, etc.; and by their forsaking the cause. 
"the love of many has waxed cold!' But thanks be to 
God for our Nehemiahs who could not be bdbed by gold 
or glory! Under his leadership, the wall was finally fin
ished, and thus Jerusalem was made secure against her 
enemies. 

God's Ministers Unsupported.-"And I perceived that 
the portions of the Levites had not been given them; so 
that the Levites and the singers, that did the work, were 
fled everyone to his field." (Neh. 13:10.)-When one 
reads this he remembers that because many Christians do 
not give as they have been prospered, preachers, olten of 
considerable ability, are not able to support their fami
lies on what they receive above their urfare, and have to 
take up something else to make a living for their families . 
These covetous people who hold back from God what be
longs to him, will have to answer to God for the souls 
they could have saved. As Nehemiah condemned the 
people for their neglect, 80 the elders and preachers today 
should teach clearly what God requires of his children. 
"They that preach the gospel, should live of the gospel!' 

Forestalling Evil.-God had commanded the Jews not 
to marry into the nations about them. Through the days 
of the Judges most of their troubles were caused by mix
ing with the heathen nations. Even Solomon, with all his 
wisdom, was led astray by the heathen women whom be 
married. And now when the Jews come back from Baby· 
Ion where they had been taken because of the sins they 
committed, chiefly through association with the nations 
about them, many of the Jews unwisely marry into these 
trouble-making heathen nations. Ezra and Nehemiah nip 

111 



the evil in the bud by compelling the men to put away 
their foreign wives. (Neh. 13:23-30, Ezra 9, 10.) 

These things are written for our admonition. Many a 
Christian has been led off by marrying outside of the 
Church of the Living God. The best way to conquer evil 
in ourselves is to keep away from those who love not God. 
"Evil companionships corrupt good morals." (1 Cor. 
15:33.) Ezra and Nehemiah knew by the experiences of 
their nation that "a little leaven leaveneth the whole 
lump/' and they were determined to get rid of the little 
leaven. They were far-seeing children of God, and we 
should imitate them in that. 

THE END OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. 

"The Sun of Righteousness."-All the promises made 
to Abraham have been fulfilled, except the one that 
through him and his seed, Christ, all the nations of the 
world should be blessed. We have followed the unfolding 
of God's plans, and have learned some of the lessons of 
warning and consolation which the Lord intended we 
should learn. But we must wait awhile before the prom
ise of the Messiah is fulfilled. Through Malachi, the last 
of the Old Testament prophets, God said, "Unto you that 
fear my name shall the sun of righteousness · arise with 
healing in his wings." (Mal. 4:2.) But Malachi lived 
about 400 years before the birth of our Savior, and was 
the last of the inspired prophets to arise and warn the 
people and to tell them of the better days ahead. The 
nation of Christ passed through many changes in this 
period, being under the control of other nations most of 
the time. 
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THE INTERVAL 
between 

The Old and New Testaments 

POLITICAL PERIODS. 

1. The Persian Period (538·332 B. C.).-This period 
began when Cyrus the Great conquered Babylon, while the 
Jews were yet in Babylon, and continued till after Malachi 
lived, and until Persia was overthrown by Alexander the 
Great in 332. 

2. The Macedonian. Grecian. Period. (332·323 B. C.)
When Alexander the Great overcame the Persians, Pales
tine became subject to him together with practically the 
whole world. After his death, his generals fought among 
themselves, till his kingdom was finally divided among 
four of them. 

3. The Egyptian Period. (323-204 B. C.)-The name 
a! one of Alexander's generals was Ptolemy, who finally 
won Egypt and became the head of a reigning family bear
ing his name. Many Jews were in Alexandria, Egypt, and 
it was in this period that Ptolmey Philadelphus had sev
enty Jews translate the Hebrew Scriptures into the Greek 
language, which version has been called the Septuagint, 
the word referring to the seventy men who made the 
translation. 

4. The Syrian Period (204-167 B. C.)-The name of 
another one of the four generals of Alexander was Seleu
cus, who finally received Syria as his kingdom. The Egyp
tian and Syrian kingdoms were rival all the while, but by 
204 B. C. the Syrian had overcome the Egyptian. The 
most noted ruler was Antiochus Epiphanes, who mas
sacred many thousands of the Jews, took away from the 
temple all its treasures, and sought in every way to oblit
erate the worship of the Jews. The leaders against these 
outra~es was the Maccabean family. 
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5. The Maceabean Period. (167·63 B. C.)-A priest 
and his sons gathered the Jews around them and waged a 
suceessful war for 30 years against the Syrians, and 
gained a troubled independence. They were called Macea· 
bee (hammer) because they won so many battles against 
great odds. They established the little Maccahean king· 
dom. 

6. The Roman Period. (63 B. C. to 70 A. D.)-The Ro
mans conquered Palestine and had control of it when the 
long-promised "Seed" was born. They held it till they 
destroyed Jerusalem in '10 A. D. 
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m 
Christian Dispensation 

of Religion 

INTRODUCTION 
Bow to Understand a New Testament Book.-There 

is a connection running through most of each book in the 
New Testament, and the reader must get this connection 
if he would understand the book. Especially is this true 
of the epistles. Sit down and before you get up read the 
entire book through. In this way you will get the general 
trend of the thought. Then take it up chapter by chapter, 
and verse by verse. Then when you have studied it piece· 
meal, sit down again and read it through at one sitting, 
and you will be able to see the relation of the parts to 
the whole. When one gets the general trend of the dis
course, he is better enabled to understand each passage. 
This is a very important method of study, and we should 
not forget it. 

General View.-Through thousands of years, God had 
promised the Messiah; and now "when the fulness of time 
came, God sent forth his son." (Gal. 4:4.) Man has 
shown -that he was unable of himself to purify the hearts 
of fallen beings. The most learned nations of the ancient 
world, the Egyptian and Grecian, had had a very debas
ing form of religion. "The world by its wisdom knew not 
God." The Greek language, the nicest language of an
tiquity, was spoken throughout the world. (Perhaps God 
guided the Grecian conquest that the New Testament 
might be written in that exact and universal language.) 
All things are ready, the "fulness of time" has come, and 
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Jesus the Savior is sent into the world to lead us back 
to God. The Patriarchal Dispensation gave a little light 
concerning the coming Savior; the Jewish, gave more 
light ; and the Christian, revealed the light itself-J esus, 
the Light of the world. The Patriarchal Dispensation of 
religion, which began with Adam and continued till the 
giving of the Law, tells us of the Family of Christ; the 
Jewish Dispensation, which then began and continued till 
the death of our Savior, tells us of the Nation of Christj 
the Christian Dispensation, which then began and will 
continue till the close of time, tells us of the Church of 
Christ. We have now come to that part of our outline of 
the Bible which tens us of the Church which Christ built 
through himself and the inspired Apostles. 

DIVISIONS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 

The New Testament divides itself into four parts: 
1. The Four Gospel Records-Matthew. Mark, Luke 

and John-tell of The Laying of the Foundation of tha 
Church.-These records are to make us believers in Christ, 
and thus prepare the way for full obedience to him. 
UMany other signs truly did Jesus, in the presence of his 
disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are 
written that ye might believe that Jesus Christ -is the Son 
of God, and that believing ye might have lile through his 
name." (John 20:30, 31.) 

2. The Book of Acts tells of the Building of the 
Church.-Christ commanded the Apos tles to "Go into all 
the world and preach the gospel to every creature; he 
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, but he that 
believeth not shall be damned," (Mark 16: 15, 16); and 
the book of Acts shows how these Apostles went out, how 
they preached, how the people heard, how they believed, 
how they were baptized, and thus how they were saved. 
Thus, Acts shows us how to become Christians. 

3. The Episties tell of the Regulating of the Church. 
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-All these letters were written to Christians or eburebes, 
and were to show them "how men ought to behave them
selves in the house of God, which is the Church of the 
living God." (1 Tim. 3:14.) Thus, The Epistles tell us 
how to live as Christians after we get into the Church. 

4. The Book of Revelation tells of the Encouraging of 
the Church.-This book is highly figurative and very diffi
cult of interpretation. To understand this book, one must 
understand God's method of teaching the people in such 
symbols as are revealed in the prophecies of the Old 
Testament. The one great lesson which the ordinary 
reader will get from Revelation is that out of the midst 
of the conflicts which will rage through the ages, the 
Church will come off triumphant, and the redeemed will 
enter heaven, and the wicked will pass away to their own 
place. 

PAUL'S JOURNEYS 

Paul's First Missionary Journey.-Notice that Paul 
is the thirteenth apostle, and that his missionary journeys 
commence with the thirteenth chapter of Acts. The first 
missionary journey closes with the fourteenth chapter of 
Acts. 

Paul's Second Missionary Journey.-This commences 
with Acts 15:36 and continues to Acts 18:22. 

Paul's Third Missionary Journey.-This commences 
with Acts 18:23 and closes with Acts 26. 

Paul's Journey to Rome.-This is contained in Acts 27 
and 28, the last two chapters. 

THE CHURCH 

[Some of the quotations here are from the Revised 
Version.] 

When the Church was Established.-"Upon this rock 
I will build my Church." (Matt. 16:18.) "The scribes 
and Pharisees sit in Moses' seat; all therefore whatsoever 
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they bid you observe, that observe and do." (Matt. 23: 
2, 3.) "Having blotted out the bond written in ordinances 
[the Jewish law] that was against us, whieh was contrary 
to us; and he hath taken it out of the way, nailing it to 
the cross." (Col. 2:14.) Christ was born and lived under 
the Jewish law, and commanded his disciples to keep it, 
though he was preparing people for the Church while he 
was living under it. He took the Jewish law out of the 
way when he died on the cross, and after that he estab
lished the Church on the day of Pentecost. (Acts 2.) 

The Name of the Church and its Members.-"Upon 
this rock I will build my Church." (Matt. 16:18.) 
"Churches [congregations] of Christ," (Rom. 16:16). 
"Church of God," (1 Cor. 1:2.) "The disciples were 
called Christians first at Antioch," (Acts 11:26); "Saints." 
(1 Cor. 1:2); "Brethren," (1 Cor. 1:26). The Church; 
then, is called Christ's Church, Church of Christ, Church 
of God; and its members, Christians, disciples, brethren, 
etc. When we wear the names of mortals like ourselves, 
such as Luther, Wesley, Calvin, etc.; or of some particular 
doctrine either in or out of the Bible, such as baptism; 
or of presbyterial, congregational or episcopal forms of 
church governmentj the second advent of Christ; holiness; 
etc.-we are doing that which causes and perpetuates 
division among the people, and which works against the 
ptayer of our Savior for oneness. 

The Creed of the Church.-HThey continued steadfast
ly in the apostles' doctrine." (Acts 2:42.) The Apostles 
were inspired of God, and they regulated the churches 
through their spoken and written word. The New Testa
ment is the work of these inspired men, and two otbers 
working under them, and should be the creed of the dis
ciples of Christ through the centuries. It is deviation from 
this which is causing the division in the Christian world. 
If human creeds contain less than these words of the in
spired men, they contain too little; if they contain more, 
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they contain too much; and if they are just like the New 
Testament, there is no need for them. 

The Importance of Baptism.-"The Pharisees and law
yers r ejected the counsel of God against themselves, not 
being baptized of him (Johnl." (Luke 7:30.) "Go into 
all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. He 
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved." (Mark 16: 
15, 16.) "Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, 
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God." (John 3:5.) 
"Eight souls were saved through water, the like figure 
whereunto even baptism doth also now save us." (1 Peter 
3:20, 21.) In New Testament times, baptism was attended 
to the same day, and sometimes the same night. (See Acts 
2:41, 16:33.) . The evidence shows that aU the baptisms 
were without delay. No six months' probation do we find 
in Acts of Apostles; no voting to admit one into the 
Church. 

The Design in Baptism.-uThanks be to God, that 
wher€as ye were servants of sin, ye became obedient from 
the heart to that form of teaching whereunto ye were de
livered j and being made free from sin, ye became servants 
of righteousness." (Rom. 6:17, 18.) UHaving been buried 
with him in baptism, wherein also ye were raised with 
him." (Col. 2:12.) "Know ye not that all we who were 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?" 
(Rom. 6:3.) "For as many of you as have been baptizetl 
into Christ have put on Christ." (Gal. 3:27.) "Except 
a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God." (John 3:5.) "Repent and 
be baptized, everyone of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, 
for [Greek eis, into, unto] the remission of sins." (Acts 
2:38.) "And now why tarriest thou? Arise, and be bap .. 
tized, and wash away thy sins calling on the name of the 
Lord." (Acts 22:16.) When one is scripturally baptized, 
he goes through a "form of teaching" what Christ went 
through in reality. Christ died; and we die to the love and 
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practice of sin. Christ was buried; and uwe are buried 
with him by baptism into death." Christ was raised; and 
we u are raised with him" to walk in newness of life. A 
sprinkling or a pouring or a trine immersion destroys this 
·'form of teaching!' We are thus baptized "into his 
[Christ's] death," hence into his blood, hence into the re
mission of sins. At the same time we are baptized "into" 
his kingdom, into his body. Thus the blood of Christ 
cleanses us from our past sins as alien sinners by the bap
tism which he commands when preceded by faith and 
repentance. 

The Subjects of BapUsm.-ffHe that believeth and is 
baptized, shall be saved." (Mark 16:15, 16.) "When 
they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the 
kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were 
baptized both men and women." (Acts 8:12.) Notice all 
the conversions in Acts, and nowhere is it stated or in
timated that anyone but a believer was baptized. It is 
nowhere intimated that infants were in the households 
baptized. 

The Action of Baptism.-"Except a man be born of 
water and of the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom 
of God." (John 3:5.) Nothing in the animal kingdom 
can be born of something smaller than itst:lt hence a man 
cannot be born of a few particles of water. "John was 
baptizing in Aenon near to Salim because there was much 
water there." (John 3:23.) "Having our hearts sprink
led from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with 
pure water." (Heb. 10:22.) "Moreover, brethren. I 
would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fa
thers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, 
and were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the 
sea." (1 Cor. 10:1, 2.) These people were overwhelmed 
in the cloud and the sea. "We are buried with him by 
baptism into death." (Rom. 6:4, Col. 2:12.) "I indeed 
baptize you in water unto repentance." (Matt. 3:11, Re-
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vised Version.) "They were baptized of him [John] in 
the river Jordan, confessing their sins." (Mark 1:5.) 
"And as they went on their waYJ they came unto a 
certain water, and the eunuch said, See here is waterJ what 
doth hinder me to be baptized? ... And he commanded 
the chariot to stand stillj and they went down both into 
the water, both Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized 
him. And when they were come up out of the water, the 
Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip." (Acts 8:30-39.) 
Bible baptism requires "much water/' Ugoing down into 
the water," uburial/' "born of water," "coming up out 
of the water." 

The Government of the Church.-u All authority hath 
been given unto me in heaven and on earth. Go ye there
fore and teach all nations." (Matt. 28:18.) f4He that 
receiveth you [Apostles], receiveth me [Christ]." (Matt. 
10:40.) " For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou 
shouldst set in order the things that were wanting, and 
appoint elders in every city, as I gave thee charge .••. 
For the bishop must be blameless," etc. (Titus 1:5, 7.) 
HAnd from Miletus, he sent to Ephesus, and called to him 
the elders of the church ... He said unto them, .. Take 
heed unto yourselves, and to all the ftock, in which the 
Holy Spirit hath made you bishops, to feed the church of 
the Lord, which he hath purchased with his own blood." 
(Acts 20: 17, 18, 28, Revised Vers ion.) "Paul and Tim· 
othy, servants of Christ Jesus, to all the saints in Christ 
Jesus that are at Philippi, with the bishops and deacons." 
(Phil. 1:1:) "And when they had appointed for them 
elders in every church," etc. (Acts 14:23.) In the kingdom 
of beaven, Christ is the absolute monarch. He inspired 
the Apostles to write his laws, and ordained that bishops, 
(this word means Hoverseers"), called also elders, be ap
pointed uin every church,lI when they had the qualified 
men, to guide the church according to these Jaws. (See 
their qualifications in 1 Tim. 3 and Titus 1.) Deacons in 
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every church were to be special servants of the church. 
The word "evangelist" means "one who preaches the 
gospel," and these men were to go from place to place 
to preach the Gospel, the churches supporting them. (See 
Phil. 4:15, 16.) Churches which follow the New Testa
ment can have no councils, synods, general a ssemblies, 
associations, conferences, conventions, ete., of uninspired 
men to make laws to govern themselves. "The pastor" 
of a church, who governs the church in place of the elders, 
is unknown to the New Testament. Evil characters in the 
Apostolic Church were excluded. (See 1 Cor. 5:5, Titus 
3:10.) 

The Work of the Church.-uDorcas ..• was full of 
good works and almsdeeds which she did." (Acts 9:36.) 
"As we have opportunity, let us work that which is good 
toward all men, especially toward them that are of the 
household of faith." (Gal. 6:10.) "The disciples, every 
man according to his ability, determined to send relief 
unto the brethren that dwelt in Judea; which also they did 
sending it to the elders by the hands of Barnabas and 
Sau!." (Acts 11:29.) "They therefore that were scattered 
abroad went about preaching the word." (Acts 8:4.) 
"Even so did the Lord ordain that they that proclaim the 
gospel should live of the gospel." (1 Cor. '9:14.) "In 
Thessalonica ye [Philippians] sent once and again unto 
my need." (Phil. 4:15, 16.) As individual Christians and 
as congregations, the Apostolic Christians helped their 
poor and needy. They had no aid societies, Dorcas socie· 
ties, or any other human organizations to do that work. 
As individual Christians, they told the story of Christ 
wherever they had a chance, and churches sent help to 
evangelists working in the destitute field. They had no 
missionary societies to preach the gospel. Paul said, 
"Unto him [God] be glory in the church." (Eph. 3:21.) 
The Apostolic Christians knew, and we should know, that 
any human organization established by Christians to help 
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the sick or poor, to preach the Gospel, to teach the Bible 
to old or young, or to do any other work which belongs to 
the Church, is unscriptural and dangerous. 

The Worship of the Church.-uThey continued stead
fastly in the apostles' teaching, fellowship [partnership, 
contribution], in the breaking of bread and the prayers." 
(Acts 2:42.) "Speaking one to another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody 
with your heart to' the Lord." (Eph. 6:19.) "Upon the 
first day of the week let each one of you lay by him in 
store as he may prosper." (I Cor. 16:2.) "Upon the first 
day of the week . . • the disciples came together to break 
bread.1f (Acts 20:7.) As often as "the" first day of the 
week came, which was once a week, the early Christians 
came together to engage in these acts of public worship. 
Under the Old Covenant "Remember the sabbath day to 
keep it holy," referred to every sabbath day, and so under 
the New Covenant "the first day of the week," refers to 
every first day of the week. They were to give freely and 
liberally to the Lord on the first day of the week, and they 
did not raise money by festivals, church fairs, rummage 
sales, cantatas, Tom Thumb weddings, ankle-shows, box 
suppers, raiflings, and a hundred and one such worldly 
things now in common use in the so-called Christian world. 
Their church music was plain singing, and they did not 
have organs, pianos, fiddles, horns, etc., to make music for 
them, for these make a different kind of music from that 
commanded by the Lord, and hence they are an addition to 
what he has given. 

Purity of the Church.-God's method of keeping his 
Church pure through the ages is simple. Concerning the 
fornicator in the church at Corinth Paul said, "Know ye 
not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump? • • • 
Therefore put away from among yourselves that wicked 
person!' (1 Cor. 6:6, 13.) When a false teacher arose in 
the church, they were to put him out. U An heretic after 
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the first and second admonition reject." (Titus 8:10.) 
But the best way was to watch-and not let them get into 
the church from the outside. "If there come any unto 
you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your 
house, neither bid him God speedj for he that biddeth him 
God speed is partaker of his evil deeds." (2 John 10, 11.) 

Public Edification of the Church.-The Word of God i. 
the remedy for the ills of the Church and the world, and 
God ordained a public dispensing of it. Evangelists who 
started churches were to develop public teachers. 'IThe 
things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, 
the same commit thou to faithful men who shall be able 
to teach others also!' (2 Tim. 2:2.) From among these, 
elders are selected who are "apt to teach," (1 Tim. 3:2); 
and who "feed the flock of God," (1 Peter 5:2; Acts 20:28), 
-not hire a one-man preacher-pastor to feed for them. 
Other brethren were to "edify one another," (1 Thess. 
5:11), under the oversight of the elders. Not a one-man 
hired pastor (feeder) but several brethren took part in the 
most jmportant meetings of the Apostolic church. uIf 
therefore the whole church be come together ... every one 
of you hath a psalm, hath a doctrine [teaching], hath a 
tongue, hath a revelation, hath an interpretation." (1 Cor. 
14:23-26.) Apostolic evangelists, like Paul, developed 
churches, and worked their way out of the services of the 
church rather than into such, and reached out to more 
needy fields. 

The Unity of the Church.-uThe Chureh which is his 
body"; I'There is one body." (Eph. 1:22,4:4.) "Neither 
for these only do I pray, but for them also that believe 
on me through their word; that they all mny be one." 
(John 17:21.) Denominationalism is not according to the 

.. Word of God. What has produced the division? 1. Divi· 
sions among professed Christians are caused in part by 
taking less than what the Lord says on a subject. Again, 

· 2. Divisions amon, professed Christians are caused mostly 
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by taking more than what the Lord has said on a subject; 
that fs, in going on the outside and bringing in the doc
trines and commandments of men. Or to put this second 
proposition in another form, we have this, Profe88ed Chris· 
tians are not divided over what is in the Bible. but over 
what is not there. Infant baptism; sprinkling or pouring 
for baptism; voting that people should or should not be 
admitted into the church; voting on other measures which 
the Lord has regulated in his word and which he has or
dained that the elders should see after for Him; the mod
ern presbyterial, congregational and episcopal forms of 
church government; conferences; associations; and other 
assemblies of other uninspired men making laws on the 
very things on which the Lord has made laws; human 
organizations to help the poor, preach the Gospel, teach 
the young in the Bible, etc.; instrumental music in Chris
tian worship; shows, suppers, and other such devices to 
raise money when the Lord has told us to ugive,"-all 
these things are on the outside of the Bible, and are caus
ing dIvision; and those who practice them or belong to a 
church which is practicing them, are working against the 
prayer of our Savior for oneness, and are jjpartakers with 
them in their evil deeds." (2 John 10, 11.) "Wherefore, 
come out from among them, and be ye separate." (2 
Cor. 6:17.) 

Christian Liberty.-The command to do a thinK' implies 
everything necessary to do it; also everything helpful in 
doing it, if it is in harmony with the rest of the New 
Testament. The command to meet implies a house, aeats, 
lights, stove, etc. The command to baptize implies water, 
clothing, time, place, etc. The command to sing implies 
tune, song-book, etc. All these details we have to carry 
out according to our own wisdom, but in harmony with 
the rest of God's Word. We have no right to legislate on 
church government, work. worship, baptism, music, 01' 

anything else on which the Lord has legislated, and we 
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have no right to use any help which makes an addition to, 
subtraction from, or alteration concerning, what God has 
commanded. Christian Liberty lies only in details which 
God bas NOT given of commands which he HAS given. 

Danger.-tll fear lest as the serpent beguiled Eve in 
his craftiness, your minds should be corrupted from the' 
simplicity and the purity that is toward [concerning] 
Christ." (2 Cor. 11:3.) '4Though we or an angel from 
heaven, shou1d preach unto you any gospel other than that 
which we preached unto you, let him he anathema [ac
cursed]. As we have said before, so say I now again, if 
any man preacheth unto you any gospel other than that 
which ye received, let him be anathema." (Gal. 1:8, 9.) 
"If any man shall add unto them [the Scriptures 1 God 
shan add unto him the plagues which are written in this 
book j and if any man shall take away from the words 
of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his 
part from the tree of life, and out of the holy city, 
which are written in this book!' (Rev. 22 :18, 19.) uBe_ 
ware of false prophets."-JesuB. (Matt. 7:15.) 

"If • • . every transgression and disobedience re
ceived a just recompense of reward [as we have seen by 
our study of the Old Testament] how shall we escape, if 
we neglect so great a salvation?" 

"LET US THEREFORE FEAR, LEST A PROMISE 
BEING LEFT US OF ENTERING INTO HIS REST, 
ANY OF YOU SHOULD SEEM TO COME SHORT OF 
IT." (Heb. 4:1.) 
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