
 

 

 
 

 A STUDY IN ISAIAH 
NIXA CHURCH OF CHRIST 

BEGINNING JANUARY 25, 2004 
 
     By Jeff Allen 
 
“It may be safely asserted that nowhere else in the literature of the world have so many 
colossally great ideas been brought together within the limits of a single work.” 

Richard B. Moulton 
 
“The book of Isaiah is generally acknowledged to be the greatest of the prophetic books 
of the Old Testament” 

Elmer A. Leslie 
 
“The long prophetic book that bears the name of Isaiah of Jerusalem contains not only 
some of Israel’s best literature; it also presents Israelite faith in its most profound 
expression.” 

Walter Harrelson 
 
“In Isaiah 53, Old Testament prophecy rises to its highest pinnacle.  Its sublime grandeur 
reaches beyond adequate description.  Its inspiration and power to move the soul are 
incalculable.” 

Gilbert L. Guffin 
 

OUTLINE 
 
I. Prophecies of Condemnation. (1:1–35:10) 
 
  A. Prophecies against Judah and Jerusalem. 1:1–12:6. 

1. Condemnation of Judah. 1:1–31. 
2. The Day of the Lord.  2:1–4:6. 
3. The Parable of the Vineyard. 5:1–30. 
4. Call of Isaiah. 6:1–13. 
5. The Destruction of Israel by Assyria.  7:1-10:4 

a. Coming of Immanuel. 7:1–25. 
b. The Foreshadowing of Messianic Deliverance 8:1–9:7. 



 

 

c. Judgment on Ephraim.  9:8-10:4 
  6. The Destruction of Assyria by God.  10:5-12:6 
   a. Destruction of Assyria.  10:5-19 
   b. Remnant of Israel.  10:20-34 

c. Restoration of and Thanksgiving in the Messiah’s Kingdom 
 

B. Prophecies against the Nations. 13:1–23:18. 
1. Concerning Babylon. 13:1–14:23. 
2. Concerning Assyria.  14:24-27 
3. Concerning Philistia.  14:28-32 
4. Concerning Moab. 15:1–16:14. 
5. Concerning Damascus and Syria. 7:1–14 
6. Concerning Ethiopia. 18:1–7. 
7. Concerning Egypt. 19:1–20:6. 
8. Concerning Babylon. 21:1–10. 
9. Concerning Edom. 21:11–12. 
10. Concerning Arabia. 21:13–17. 
11. Concerning the valley of vision (Jerusalem). 22:1–25. 
12. Concerning Tyre (Phoenicia). 23:1–18. 
 

C. Prophecies Concerning the Day of the Lord. 24:1–27:13. 
1. The Universal Judgment (24:1–23). 
2. A Song of Praise for God, the Deliverer and Comforter of Zion 

(25:1–12). 
3. A Hymn of Thanksgiving (26:1–21). 
4. The Punishment of Oppressors and the Preservation of Israel. 

(27:1–13) 
 

D. The Messages of Woe upon Israel (28:1–35:10). 
1. Woe to Ephraim (Israel). 28:1–29. 
2. Woe to Ariel (Jerusalem). 29:1–24. 
3. Woe to Judah due to the Egyptian Alliance. 30:1–31:9. 
4. The King is Coming. 32:1–20. 
5. Woe to Assyria: the plunderer of Jerusalem. 33:1–24. 
6. The Complete Destruction of the Enemies of Israel (34:1–17). 



 

 

7. The Kingdom is Coming.  (35:1–10). 
 
II. An Historical Narrative Concerning Hezekiah. 36:1–39:8. 
 

A. Hezekiah’s Salvation from Assyria. 36:1–37:38. 
1. Assyria challenges God. 36:1–22. 
2. God destroys Assyria. 37:1–38. 
 

B. Hezekiah’s sickness and prayer. 38:1–22. 
 
C. Hezekiah’s sin. 39:1. 
 

III. Prophecies of Comfort. 40:1–66:24. 
 

A. The Prophecies of Israel’s Deliverance and Peace. 40:1–48:22. 
1. Comfort will come because of Israel’s Deliverance and God’s 

Character and Greatness. 40:1–41:29. 
2.  Comfort because of God’s servant (Messiah).  42:1–25. 
3.  Comfort due to Israel’s Restoration. 43:1-44:28 
4. Comfort because of Cyrus and the Destruction of Babylon as well 

as Israel’s deliverance.  45:1-48:22 
 

B. The Prophecies of Israel’s Deliver (The Messiah). 49:1–57:21 
 

1. The Messiah’s Mission. 49:1–50:11 
2. The Messiah’s Encouragement to Israel. 51:1–52:12 
3. The Messiah’s Atonement.  52:13-53:12 
4. The Messiah’s promise of Israel’s Restoration. 54:1–17 
5. The Messiah’s Invitation to the World. 55:1–56:8. 
6. The Messiah’s Rebuke of the Wicked.  56:9-57:21 
 

 C. The Prophecies of Israel’s Glorious Future.  58:1–66:24. 
 

1. Blessings of True Worship.  58:1-14 



 

 

2. Israel’s Confession and God’s Deliverance.  59:1-21 
3. The Prosperity and Peace of the Redeemed.  60:1–63:6 
4. The Prayer of the Remnant.  63:7–64:12 
5. God’s Answer of Mercy and Deliverance for the Remnant.  65:1–

66:24 
 

THE FOLLOWING TABLE WAS TAKEN FROM BARNES COMMENTARY ON 
ISAIAH 
 

I. Quotations agreeing exactly with the Hebrew text: 
Isa_53:4 quoted in Mat_8:17 
Isa_53:12 quoted in Mar_15:28; Luk_22:37 
Isa_53:1 quoted in Joh_12:38; compare Rom_10:16 
Isa_52:15 quoted in Rom_15:21 
Isa_22:13 quoted in 1Co_15:32 
Isa_25:8 quoted in 1Co_15:54 
Isa_49:8 quoted in 2Co_6:2 
Isa_54:1 quoted in Gal_4:27 
Isa_8:17-18 quoted in Heb_2:13 
 

II. Quotations nearly agreeing with the Hebrew text: 
Isa_7:14 quoted in Mat_1:23 
Isa_6:9-10 quoted in Mat_13:14-15; compare 

Act_28:26; Mar_4:12; Luk_8:10 
Isa_54:13 quoted in Joh_6:45 
Isa_66:1-2 quoted in Act_7:49-50 
Isa_49:6 quoted in Act_13:47 
Isa_52:5 quoted in Rom_2:24 
Isa_1:9 quoted in Rom_9:29 
Isa_8:14 quoted in Rom_9:33 
Isa_52:7 quoted in Rom_10:15 
Isa_65:1-2 quoted in Rom_10:20-21 
Isa_29:14 quoted in 1Co_1:19 
Isa_40:13 quoted in 1Co_2:16 
Isa_38:11-12 quoted in 1Co_14:21; cf. Rom_11:34 
Isa_40:6-8 quoted in 1Pe_1:24-25 
Isa_53:9 quoted in 1Pe_2:22 
Isa_53:5 quoted in 1Pe_2:24 
Isa_8:12-13 quoted in 1Pe_3:14-15 
 

III. Quotations agreeing with the Hebrew in sense, but 



 

 

not in words: 
Isa_40:3-5 quoted in Mat_3:3; compare Mar_1:3; 

Luk_3:4-6 
Isa_42:1-4 quoted in Mat_12:18-21 
Isa_59:7-8 quoted in Rom_3:15-17 
Isa_10:22-23 quoted in Rom_9:27-28 
Isa_45:23 quoted in Rom_14:11 
Isa_11:10 quoted in Rom_15:12 
Isa_52:11-12 quoted in 2Co_6:17 
 

IV. Quotations which give the general sense, but which 
abridge, or add to it: 
Isa_6:9-10 quoted in Joh_12:40; Mat_13:14-15; 

Mar_4:12; Luk_8:10; Act_28:26 
Isa_29:10 quoted in Rom_11:8 
 

V. Quotations which are taken from several different 
places: 
Isa_26:16; Isa_8:14 quoted in Rom_9:33 
Isa_29:10; Isa_6:9; 
Eze_12:2 

quoted in Rom_11:8 

Isa_62:11; Zec_9:9 quoted in Mat_21:5 
 

VI. Quotations differing from the Hebrew text, but 
agreeing with the Septuagint text: 
Isa_29:13 Quoted in Mat_15:8-9 
Isa_55:3 Quoted in Act_13:34 
 

VII. Quotations in which there is reason to suspect a 
different reading in the Hebrew text, or that the words 
were understood in a sense different from that 
expressed in our Lexicons: 
Isa_60:1-2 quoted in Luk_4:18-19 
Isa_53:7-8 quoted in Act_8:32-33 
Isa_59:20-21 quoted in Rom_11:26-27 
Isa_64:4 quoted in 1Co_2:9 
Isa_42:2, Isa_42:4 quoted in Mat_12:18, 

Mat_12:21 
 

VIII. Allusion to a passage in Isaiah: 
Isa_12:3 Joh_8:37-38 
 



 

 

IX. Quotations made from the Septuagint: 
Many of the passages above referred to are made also from the 
Septuagint, when that version agrees with the Hebrew. I refer 
here to a few passages which have not been noted before. The 
apostles wrote in the Greek language and for the use of those 
among whom the Septuagint was extensively used. 
Occasionally, however, they quoted directly from the Hebrew, 
that is, made a translation themselves, or quoted according to 
the general sense. All the quotations that are in accordance 
with the Septuagint, or that vary from it, may be seen in 
Horne’s Introduction, vol. ii. pp. 387, 428. 
Isa_49:6 quoted in Act_13:47 
Isa_65:1-2 quoted in Rom_10:20-21 
Isa_52:15 quoted in Rom_5:21 
Isa_49:8 quoted in 2Co_6:2 
Isa_29:13 quoted in Mat_15:8-9 
Isa_55:3 quoted in Act_13:34 
Isa_53:12 quoted in Mar_15:28; Luk_22:37 
 

X. Quotations which differ from the Hebrew, and the 
Septuagint, and which were perhaps taken from some 
version or paraphrase, or which were so rendered by 
the sacred writers themselves: 
Isa_9:1-2 quoted in Mat_4:15-16 
Isa_42:1, 
Isa_42:4 

quoted in Mat_12:18, Mat_12:21 

 
“So numerous are these quotations, and so entirely do the writings of Isaiah 

harmonize with those of the New Testament, that it may be regarded almost as an 
indispensable part of the work of explaining the New Testament to explain Isaiah. They 
seem to be parts of the same work; and an exposition of the apostles and evangelists can 
hardly be deemed complete without the accompaniment of the evangelical prophet.” 

Albert Barnes 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Isaiah Chapter One - Condemnation of Judah 
 
As we look at this chapter I feel it is important to remember that God is not only the 
creator, he is our father.  He has nourished, raised and protected the Children of Israel, 
yet they have chosen to rebel against him.  What is a father to do?   
 
Even dumb animals know who their owner is; yet God’s people have forgotten their 
master.  (Verse 3)  Man relies too much on his own wisdom instead of the wisdom of 
God. 
 

God frustration level continues to rise with his people.  Why should he continue to 
discipline his children?  They will not listen.  Is that ever a temptation with our own 
children? 
 
Israel is not enjoying prosperity at this time.  Idolatry has taken its toll on the once proud 
nation of David and Solomon.  The Children of Israel are fortunate that they have not 
been completely wiped out.  God, however, has saved a remnant of the people (Verse 9).  
What is a remnant?  This concept of a remnant is mentioned several times in the book of 
Isaiah.  Why is the remnant so important? 
 
God is upset at the empty sacrifices of the people.  They are an abomination to him.  Do 
you think God feels any different about hollow religion today?  We must be cautious that 
the worship service of our Lord does not become so routine that our whole minds are not 
into it.  He deserves our best after all he has done for us. 
 
Verses 18 through 20 carry the simple message of God.  If you are willing and obedient, 
you are OK.  If you refuse and rebel, you will be sorry.  How much clearer can he (or we) 
put it to the world? 
 
 

Isaiah Chapters Two Through Four – The Day of the Lord 

 
The Day of the Lord is very prevalent in the next three chapters.  What exactly is the Day 
of the Lord?  Is it always one specific time, or does it depend on the context of its usage? 
 
Isaiah 2:4 is a significant prophecy for the coming of Christ.  What exactly does Isaiah 
mean when he writes:  And he shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many 
people: and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning 
hooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any 
more.? 
 
 

 



 

 

Isaiah Chapters Two Through Four – The Day of the Lord (Continued) 
 

Isaiah, chapter 3 records a time of desolation for Judah and Jerusalem that most likely is 
referring to the time when the children of Israel will be carried into captivity in Babylon.  
Isaiah 3:12 gives an insight at one of the causes of this decline in morality which 
prompted God to allow his children to be taken to Babylon.  “O My people! Those who 
lead you cause you to err, and destroy the way of your paths”  (see also Isaiah 9:16).  The 
leaders, both physical and spiritual, need to be careful to not lead their subjects astray.  
We as followers need to be careful about having blind faith in our leaders.  How rampant 
is blind faith in the religious leaders of today!! 
 
When the men of any nation are taken away to war or captivity, it dilutes the percentage 
of male vs. female.  Isaiah 4:1 speaks of such an occasion where seven women are 
competing for one man.  These seven women are making some big concessions just to be 
married.  Why would it “take away their reproach” if they were to marry (see Genesis 
30:23) 
 
Isaiah 4:2 refers to the “Branch of the Lord”.  The word branch in the Hebrew literally 
means sprout and is referring to the Messiah (see chapter 11:1 as well as 11:10 and 
Revelation 22:16).  For those of the children of Israel who have escaped, the Branch will 
be beautiful and glorious.  It is the same for us today.  We have to escape the clutches of 
sin to experience the beautiful and glorious Messiah. 
 
Isaiah 4:3-6 is a “type or shadow” of things to come.  What future event does it parallel? 
 
Isaiah Chapter Five – The Parable of the Vineyard 
 
God has planted a vineyard.  He has taken care of the vineyard down to the minutest 
detail.  However, when the fruit is ready for harvest, the fruit is rotten and unable to be 
eaten.  What is the husbandman to do?  He will take away its hedge and it will be burned.  
This is a parable in reference to the children of Israel.  God did everything he could do 
for them and still they were rotten.  What more could have been done? (verse 4)  God has 
certainly given us everything as well.  He gave his son who gave his life; what more 
could he give?  We need to focus on his needs and the needs of his church before our 
own.  Jesus tells the parable of the vineyard in Matthew 21:33-45.  How are these 
parables similar? 
 
The sins of the nation are as follows:  (1) The sin of covetousness (5:8-10), (2) The sins 
of excess drink and revelry (5:11-17), (3) The sin of getting deeper and deeper into sin 
(5:18-19), (4) The sin of those who pervert things, and call evil good and good evil 
(5:20), (5) The sin of vain self-confidence and pride (5:21) (6) The sin of drunkenness is 
again renounced, and the sin of receiving bribes, (5:22-23).  Punishment would be, that 
he would, call distant nations to invade their land, and their beloved homeland will be 
laid to waste. (5:24-30) 



 

 

Isaiah Chapter Six – Call of Isaiah 
 
Isaiah the sixth chapter shows how Isaiah came to be a prophet.  Was he truly “called” to 
be a prophet?  Did he have a choice?  We see in verse 8 that Isaiah gladly volunteered for 
the job.  Although God selected Isaiah to see this vision, and he undoubtedly wanted 
Isaiah for this particular task, he had to be a willing participant.  God has given us free 
will to make our own choices.  Are people “called” today for service? 
 
The word seraphim (plural, seraph is singular) is another word for angel.  The Hebrew 
word literally means, “to burn”.  In this context, it illustrates the holiness of God. 
 
Isaiah 6:5 – When presented with the presence of God, Isaiah says, “Woe is me for I am 
undone”.  Isaiah realized how significant God was and also how insignificant he was.  
This is very similar to the way Peter felt in Luke the 8th chapter.  When he experienced 
firsthand a miracle of Jesus that day in the fishing boat and had the same realization that 
Isaiah did, he exclaimed, “Depart from me for I am a sinful man, Oh Lord”!  God, who is 
holy, and man, who is sinful, are totally incompatible.  Only Jesus, who was both, could 
ever bridge the gap.  Have you ever felt the AWE of being in the presence of God?  All 
Christians, at one time or another should feel the same way that Isaiah and Peter did.  
Although our eyes do not behold him, we should all feel the presence of God and feel 
completely humbled by the experience.  God has no business caring about such a sinful 
people.  Praise God for his grace in giving us the Messiah; a gift that we are truly 
unworthy of receiving. 

One of the Seraphim took a coal from the alter and touched the mouth of Isaiah to purify 
him.  The alter that is referred to is probably the alter in which the burnt sacrifices were 
offered.  This fire was never extinguished.  Thus, Isaiah’s sins were atoned for through a 
blood sacrifice (symbolic of the Messianic sacrifice that will be covered more thoroughly 
in chapter 53).  Because of this blood sacrifice, and his atonement, he was free to preach 
God’s message to the people.  Although we have sinned, we are also free to preach God’s 
message to mankind if our sins have been atoned through a blood sacrifice.  Do we 
sometimes feel to sinful to convey his message? 

Isaiah 6:9 is quoted or referred to several times in the New Testament.  Jesus uses these 
words of Isaiah in Matthew 13:13-17.  Paul quotes Isaiah directly in Acts 28:26-27 and 
refers to this concept in II Corinthians 3:13-15.  It is important to remember that God 
does not cause mankind’s hearts to be hardened.  We all have been given free will.  
However, this passage is referring to all of the squandered opportunities the people had to 
obey God.  However, they choose to not understand and to not comply with God’s 
commandments.  So, God allowed them to have dull (or impenetrable) hearts and closed 
ears.  When we accept God’s son, then our hearts, eyes and ears are opened.  (II 
Corinthians 3:16) 

 



 

 

Isaiah Chapter Seven – The Coming of Immanuel 

Syria and Israel (the northern ten tribes of the children of Israel (also called Ephraim)) are 
poised to attack.  King Ahaz, an idol worshiper, is fearful what those two kingdoms can 
do to his kingdom.  Isaiah is sent by God to calm Ahaz and assure him that Rezin (King 
of Syria) and Pekah (King of Israel) are not consuming fires, but “stubs of smoking 
firebrands”.  God assured Isaiah that this was not going to happen.  Damascus would 
remain the capital of Syria and Samaria the capital of Israel; their borders would not be 
extended. 

Isaiah tells Ahaz that he can request a sign from God.  He pretends to be very pious and 
turns down the request refusing to test the Lord.  The Lord however is going to give King 
Ahaz and the Children of Israel a sign, which leads us to verses 14 – 16.   

14Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive 
and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel. 15“Curds and honey He shall eat, 
that He may know to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16“For before the Child shall 
know to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land that you dread will be forsaken 
by both her kings. 

Isaiah 7:14 is one of the better-known verses in Isaiah.  It is also a good example of a 
prophecy that has more than one fulfillment.  Matthew in his gospel (1:22-23) interprets 
this passage to be a prophecy of the coming Messiah.  We must conclude that Matthew, 
being inspired by the Holy Spirit, was correct in his interpretation.  However, a closer 
look at these three verses above points to a more immediate fulfillment as well.  Ahaz is 
told that before this child (Immanuel) is old enough to know right from wrong, that the 
two kings that he fears (Rezin and Pekah) will be removed as leaders of their kingdoms.  
We read in II Kings that by the fourth year of the reign of Ahaz, both Rezin and Pekah 
had been killed and their countries severally weakened.  Therefore, this prophecy was 
going to come to pass in very short period of time, probably 2-3 years from the time 
Isaiah’s prophecy was told to King Ahaz.  This child, who was to be born shortly, would 
be a sign to King Ahaz that God is with you (Immanuel means “God with us”).  Since 
Ahaz was having a hard time trusting God, and was seeking Assyria’s help instead, this 
prophecy was designed to help Ahaz realize that God was with them.  The birth of Jesus 
was the ultimate sign that God is with us, thus the prophecy (most likely) with the two 
fulfillments. 

As mentioned above, Ahaz had no trust in God.  Instead he had turned to Assyria to help 
them in their calamity.  In versus 17-25, Isaiah tells of what will happen if Ahaz sells out 
to the Assyrians.  Although it may produce short-term gains, (Assyria destroys both 
Damascus and Samaria) it will ultimately be a tragedy for the two southern tribes.  The 
Egyptians and the Assyrians will become like a swarm of flies and bees and will dwell 
throughout the land.  These invasions will produce poverty and strife as families try to 
support themselves with only one cow or two sheep – a far cry from the riches of before. 



 

 

Isaiah Chapter Eight through Chapter Nine, Verse Seven – The Foreshadowing of 
Messianic Deliverance 

In verses 1-4 of chapter eight, we see what was likely the primary fulfillment of the 
prophecy in Isaiah 7:14.  That Isaiah himself would conceive with a prophetess (not that 
she had the gift of prophecy, but the word generally means “wife of a prophet”) and bare 
a son named Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz.  Before this son will be able to say “Mama” and 
“Daddy”, the two kingdoms of Syria and Israel (northern ten tribes) will fall. 

Symbolism is used in verses 5-8 in the mentioning of the two rivers.  The waters of 
Shiloah represent a peaceful, gently flowing stream representing God’s ways and 
government.  The “waters of the river, strong and mighty” is referring to the Euphrates 
River and represents the ways and kingdom of Assyria.  Ahaz had chosen to confide in 
the strong and mighty instead of the gentle.  This was going to have grave consequences 
on his kingdom as we read in the rest of the chapter.  Ahaz just could NOT trust God to 
help his people.  Do we have a tendency to choose the strong and mighty things of today 
that we can touch and see?  Do we have problems completely trusting in God?   If God 
cared so much about his people in the times of Isaiah as we have read in these first eight 
chapters, doesn’t it seem logical that he cares about us as well?  I pray to God that he will 
increase our faith!! 

Isaiah 8:11-14 reiterates this same point.  Verse 12 records that the people should not say 
“a confederacy” (“conspiracy” in the New King James).  This word comes from the 
Hebrew word qesher (keh’-sher), which means “an unlawful alliance”.  In other words, 
don’t go to Assyria for help, come to me (God).  If you will only hallow God and follow 
him, he will be as a sanctuary (verse 14) to his people.  We really see a vivid picture here 
of a God who would very much like to help his people and protect them, but they refuse 
to acknowledge him and his available protection. 

The eighth chapter concludes with the consequences of such an alliance with Assyria and 
denouncing punishment on those that looked to mediums and wizards, rather than to the 
true God.    

The eighth chapter closes by describing a time of general calamity and darkness. The 
ninth chapter begins by showing that the calamity would not be as bad as it once was.  It 
would be mitigated. There would be a light or a glimmer of hope - particularly in the dark 
regions of Zebulun and Naphtali - the provinces lying most exposed to the Syrian 
invasion. This light or deliverance is connected with the birth of the Messiah.  (See 
Matthew 4:13-16)  Isaiah 9:6 gives us some of the wonderful names the Messiah will be 
called:  Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  The 
last phrase of verse 7 reads: “The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this”.  If God felt 
an intense desire or zeal to give us the Messiah, shouldn’t we feel that same intensity in 
living our lives for him or in spreading his name? 

 



 

 

Isaiah Chapter Nine, Verse Eight through Chapter Ten, Verse Four – Judgment on 
Ephraim 

This prophecy of Isaiah is easily divided into four sections.  In each of these sections, 
specific sins and the consequences for those sins are detailed.  While most of the book of 
Isaiah deals with the southern kingdom of the Children of Israel (Judah), this particular 
prophecy deals with the northern ten tribes (Ephraim).  The four sections are diagramed 
in the following table. 

 
SIN  CONSEQUENCE  REFERENCE 

     
Pride & arrogance  Syrians & Philistines will invade  9:9-12 

     
No reliance on God, leaders 

cause people to sin 
 God will cut off the leaders of 

the nation 
 9:13-17 

   
     

Wickedness abounds  Wrath of God, poverty  9:18-21 
     

No justice  Invasion & captivity  10:1-4 
     
     

Isaiah ends each of these four sections with the words:  “For all this his anger is not 
turned away, but his hand is stretched out still.”  What an excellent way to show the 
nature of God.  For all who refuse to follow God, his anger will not be turned away.  
However, even for the vile and most sinful of mankind, his hand is stretched out still.  
How God is able to offer us mercy is certainly beyond the thinking of mankind. 

 

Isaiah Chapter Ten, Verse Five through Verse Nineteen – Destruction of Assyria 

God is going to use the sinful nation of Assyria to show his people the consequences of 
sin (“the rod of my anger”).  The captivity of the northern ten tribes had probably already 
happened at this point (verse 11), but Assyria was also going to be a pain for Judah as 
well. 

Assyria was guilty of a sin that is highlighted in this chapter:  arrogance (see the analogy 
in verse 15).  Their king was convinced that he could roll over Jerusalem, just like he had 
done to Samaria, Damascus, and others.  After all, they serve the same carved images that 
Samaria does.  If Samaria’s idols were not able to deliver their nation from Assyria’s 
hand, why will Jerusalem be any different?  (verse 10 & 11)  How sad is it that the 
outside world did not see any difference in Ephraim and Judah?  Can the world detect a 
difference in us today? 



 

 

Isaiah Chapter Ten, Verse Twenty through Verse Thirty-four – Remnant of Israel 

The remnant is a constant theme throughout the bible.  God has (and always will) 
protected his remnant – a small amount of believers who have remained faithful.  He 
saved Noah and his family in the days of the great flood.  He saved Jacob and his family 
in the days of the great famine (through Egypt and the heroics of Joseph).  He will also 
save a remnant from the impending invasion of Assyria.  Although many will lose their 
lives due to their inability to trust in God, he will not allow his people to be completely 
destroyed.  Later, he will protect a remnant during the days of the Babylonian captivity.  
In fact, Isaiah’s son’s name (Shear-Jashub) means “the remainder (or remnant) shall 
return”.  We must remember that God’s promise to the remnant is alive and well today.  
We must also remember that a remnant is never the majority.  Even in the realm of 
Christianity, we must cling to the truth, no matter how small the remnant becomes.  It is 
often easy to get discouraged and we may be tempted to compromise.  It is at those times 
when it is most important to be a good history student.  If God, in bible times, did not 
allow his laws to be compromised and changed slightly by the majority rule of human 
wisdom, we are foolish to think that it will be any different for us today. 

The apostle Paul quotes Isaiah 10:22 in Romans 9:27,28 illustrating the point that God is 
sovereign and it is up to him to determine the rules.  The last phrase in verse 22 (the 
destruction decreed shall overflow with righteousness) shows that God was 
completely justified in allowing the Assyrians to invade Israel.  The children of Israel just 
refused to trust in God and he had every right to punish them as he saw fit. 

Verses 24-26 encourage the people not to be afraid of the Assyrians, as this period will be 
over “in a very little while”.  God’s wrath will be satisfied in the destruction of the 
Assyrians.  Isaiah compares this destruction (II Kings 19:35) to the destruction of the 
Midianites by Gideon (Judges 7:24,25) and the destruction of the Egyptians in the Red 
Sea (Exodus 14:26,27). 

Isaiah Chapters Eleven and Twelve - Restoration of and Thanksgiving in the 
Messiah’s Kingdom 

Although God will grant deliverance from the hands of Sennacherib and the Assyrians, 
the ultimate deliverance will be due to the coming of the Messiah.  Isaiah proceeds in 
chapters 11 and 12 to present a glowing depiction of the reign of the Messiah.  Isaiah 
describes six basis elements: 

1. Assurance of his coming and his general character (11:1-5) 
2. The incredible peace that would follow his coming (11:6-9) 
3. The Gentiles will also be allowed to benefit from his coming (11:10) 
4. Refugees will be restored to their native land under his reign (11:11,12) 
5. The two contending Jewish nations shall find peace between themselves 

(11:13) 
6. The deliverance of his people and his widespread influence (11:14-16) 



 

 

Isaiah Chapters Eleven and Twelve - Restoration of and Thanksgiving in the 
Messiah’s Kingdom (continued) 

 

The word stem (Hebrew word geza) in Isaiah 11:1 only occurs three times in the Old 
Testament.  In Job 14:8, the word is translated stock (OKJ) or stump (NKJ).  It is the 
same in Isaiah 40:24 where it means a stump of a tree that has been cut down.  It doesn’t 
have to be dead and it still may produce a branch from its roots.  Isaiah is applying this to 
the family of Jesse (David) who has fallen into decay, yet there will be a descendant that 
will rise and flourish.  This descendant is the Messiah, which will be their deliverance 
from all oppression.  Jesus was a direct descendant from the house of Jesse.  Paul uses 
this in his sermon recorded in Acts the 13th chapter (specifically versus 22 and 23) 

 
He shall strike the Earth with the rod of his mouth – this phrase from verse 4 is 

interesting.  The word rod here means a staff or a stick, which is used for correction.  
Nowhere else in the scriptures is it applied to the mouth, and it gives a beautiful 
illustration of the weight and importance of the words of Jesus.  Couple this with John’s 
reference to Christ in Revelation 1:16 where he writes: “out of his mouth went a sharp 
two-edged sword”.  Jesus definitely fulfilled this prophecy with his spoken word while on 
earth and will continue to fulfill it in the upcoming day of judgment where his decisions 
will be just and his words will be the difference between life and death. 
 
Verses 6-9 illustrate the incredible peace that Jesus will bring.  Imagine a wolf dwelling 
with a lamb.  It also illustrates that the helpless will not have to be afraid of the dominant.  
If there is no hostility between the weak and the strong, then there is no reason for the 
weak to be afraid.  Jesus’ message will be one of peace and of comfort to the weak and 
the strong. 
 
In Isaiah 11:16, Isaiah records that there will be a highway for the remnant of his people.  
In other words, all barriers or obstacles will be eliminated in Christ.  Christ’s sacrifice 
will break down the barrier between holy God and sinful man.  Just as God removed the 
barrier of the Red Sea between freedom for the Children of Israel and oppression of the 
Egyptians, Christ will remove the shackles of sin and allow us to have access to the 
father. 
 
Isaiah chapter 12 tells of the great thanksgiving that will result from the Messiah.  
Hopefully, each of us feels this joy.  I pray that we will all have courage and strength to 
“declare his deeds among the peoples”.  When we feel this deep joy in our hearts from 
being a part of the Messiah’s kingdom (when we don’t deserve it), it should produce a 
bubbling out effect where we just can’t help but speak of it.  If you continue to pour milk 
in a glass, eventually it will spill out on the table.  If you continue to increase your 
measure of the Holy Spirit inside you, it will spill out into the world. 

 



 

 

Isaiah Chapters Thirteen and Fourteen, Verse One through Verse Twenty-three – 
Prophecies Against the Nations (Babylon) 
This prophecy starts a new section of Isaiah.  We discussed earlier how the book of Isaiah 
is easily divided into three parts.  The first part of Isaiah (Chapters One through Thirty-
Five) can be divided up into four sections.  Chapter thirteen begins the second section of 
the first part. 
 
Chapters thirteen and fourteen (with the exception of the last nine verses of chapter 
fourteen) deal exclusively with the destruction of Babylon.  Although the Children of 
Israel would be taken captive there, the great city would eventually be destroyed which 
would have ultimately been a comfort to the Jews.  It is important to keep in mind that 
the Babylonians, at this time, were not a threat to the Jews.  They had not engaged the 
Babylonians or been a suspected target of them.  This shows the source of Isaiah’s 
inspiration.  No human could have anticipated this sequence of events except God 
himself.  The prophecy itself was almost ludicrous (see also Nahum’s prophecy 
concerning the downfall of Nineveh).  Babylon was one of the most fortified cities in the 
world.  It measured twelve square miles and was surrounded by walls that were 350 feet 
high and 87 feet thick.  A deep ditch that was filled with water, which only added to its 
defenses, also surrounded it.  It is also important to note that Babylon did not reach the 
height of its power and splendor until the time of Nebuchadnezzar.  He would not come 
into power until approximately 100 years after the death of Isaiah.  All of this only adds 
to the fact that God is the ONLY POSSIBLE SOURCE of this prophecy. 
 
God was going to use the Medes and the Persians to overthrow Babylon.  They are 
referred to in verse three as “My sanctified ones (NKJ)”.  This does not mean that these 
two kingdoms were holy, but that they were “set apart” by God to accomplish the 
purpose of inflicting his wrath upon Babylon.  Verse seventeen identifies the Medes as 
the instrument that God will use to accomplish his task of destroying Babylon.  This, in 
of itself, is a remarkable prophecy.  At the time of it’s writing, the Medes were not even 
an independent nation.  They did not gain their independence until after Sennacherib and 
the Assyrians were defeated outside Jerusalem.  This also demonstrates the true author of 
these prophecies. 
 
Verses seven and eight illustrate that there was to be little resistance in the takeover of 
Babylon.  This held true as Babylon was taken in the night under Belshazzar’s reign 
during one of his feasts (see Daniel 5:26-30).  The attack was such a surprise to the 
Babylonians that little resistance was offered.  Verse twenty also reads how Babylon will 
not be inhabited in the future.  This is true today. 
 
Chapter fourteen, verse twelve mentions Lucifer.  This is the Hebrew word for morning 
star and most likely refers to the Babylonian king rather than Satan. 
 



 

 

Isaiah Chapter Fourteen, Verse Twenty-four through Twenty-seven: Prophecies 
against the Nations - the Assyrian 
 
In these verses, the attention focuses back to Assyria.  Why would it be important to 
remind the Children of Israel of God’s promise to destroy the Assyrian (Sennacherib) in 
his land immediately after the prophecy against Babylon?  Keep in mind that the 
prophecy against Babylon would not have been that important at the particular time when 
Isaiah wrote (spoke) this prophecy.  These words would be words of comfort during the 
Babylonian Captivity.  At the time of the Babylonian captivity, the Children of Israel 
could remember back to what God did to Sennacherib outside Jerusalem (an event that 
hadn’t happened at the time of this prophecy).  If God kept his promise and defeated the 
mighty army of the Assyrians, he will also follow through with his promise to bring down 
the Babylonian empire and return the Children of Israel to their native land. 
 
 
Isaiah Chapter Fourteen, Verse Twenty-eight through Thirty-two: Prophecies 
against the Nations – Philistia 
 
The Philistines were a constant nemesis of the Children of Israel.  There obviously was a 
perception of weakness by Philistia towards Judah when King Ahaz died.  However, 
Judah will be more of a force with their new king:  Hezekiah.  King Hezekiah is going to 
be a major thorn in the side of the Philistines (II Kings 18:8).  There is no evidence, 
biblical or external, that this prophecy was shared with the Philistines, therefore, most 
likely, this prophecy was not intended to be a warning to Philistia, but a comfort to the 
Children of Israel.  They did not have to worry about the Philistines invading their land 
after the death of King Ahaz.  There would come forth a fiery flying serpent from the root 
of the viper (most likely referring to Hezekiah) that would destroy the Philistines. 
 
Isaiah 14:32 records:  “that the Lord has founded Zion, and the poor of his people shall 
take refuge in it.”  This is a clear message to the Children of Israel and to us today.  What 
God has founded will not be destroyed.  God himself made the Children of Israel HIS 
people, and he was not going to let them be destroyed.  These words should have been a 
comfort after the death of Ahaz or after being taken into captivity, etc…  God also 
founded, through his son, the church.  He will not allow the church to be destroyed as 
well (Matthew 16:18).  Metaphorically, those that are a part of his church are the same as 
the remnant in Isaiah’s time.  We have direct assurance from God that we can never be 
destroyed.  God continually proved during Old Testament times that he was with his 
people.  We should all take comfort in the fact that God is with us as well.  Although he 
did prove his presence through protecting his people during the times of the Old 
Testament, he ultimately proved his presence through the gift of the Messiah, his son. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Isaiah Chapters Fifteen and Sixteen:  Prophecies against the Nations – Moab 
 
The Moabites were also a longtime enemy of the Children of Israel, just like the 
Philistines.  They were the descendants of Moab who was the son of Lot (Genesis 19:31-
37).  Some of the highlights of the Children of Israel’s problems with Moab: 

• The Moabites were afraid of the Israelites when they were traveling to the 
Canaan land and conspired with Midian to have Balaam curse the Israelites 
(Numbers 22:5,6). 

• The Children of Israel committed harlotry with the daughters of Moab thanks 
to Balaam (Numbers 25:1-2). 

• Eglon, King of the Moabites, was the first to oppress Israel after the death of 
Joshua.  He was ultimately killed by Ehud, the judge (Judges 3). 

 
Jeremiah the 48th chapter is remarkably similar to the fifteenth and sixteenth chapters of 
Isaiah.  Although it is not a word for word match in most cases, it is too similar to be 
coincidental.  Either God used both prophets to utter similar prophecies or possibly 
Jeremiah may have used Isaiah’s prophecies in writing his record. 
 
Sudden destruction is about to come upon the country of Moab.  The weeping and sorrow 
will be tremendous.  The Moabite people will publicly mourn as they cut off their hair 
and beards and wail in the streets and on top of their housetops.  The destruction will be 
so severe that all vegetation will go away (15:6).  All the abundance and wealth of Moab 
will be carried away.   
 
Ar is the capital of Moab.  The land of Moab lies to the east of the Jordan River and the 
Dead Sea.  The land of Moab would have bordered the land given to Rueben and Gad, 
the only two tribes that received land east of the Jordan River. 
 
In the sixteenth chapter, the command is made to “send the lamb to the ruler of the land”.  
This goes back to the time of David when we subdued the Moabites and forced them to 
pay tribute to Israel.  When the kingdom was divided, the Moabites paid their tribute to 
the northern ten tribes instead of the tribes of Judah.  Judah was the true descendants of 
David and should have received the tribute instead of Ephraim. 
 
The land of Moab was a popular place to hide for those who had been exiled from the 
Canaan land.  God instructs the Moabites to shelter these outcasts.  This is illustrated for 
us in verse 3 (chapter 16) by the use of a shadow.  If you are in a shadow, then you are 
protected from sunlight.  Moab should use their country as a shield to help those Hebrews 
who have been outcast. 
 
The only sin that is mentioned in these two chapters is the sin of pride (16:6).  This 
characteristic is hated by God (Proverbs 6).  Because of their pride and their previous sins 
against Israel, their nation will be reduced to a very small remnant who will be “small 
and feeble” (16:14). 



 

 

Isaiah Chapter Seventeen:  Prophecies against the Nations – Damascus (Syria) 
 
Damascus was the capital of Syria.  It was a beautiful city whose roots could be easily 
traced back to the days of Abraham (Genesis 15:2).  Most likely, at the time of this 
prophecy, Syria had made their alliance with Israel (northern ten tribes) as Ephraim is 
also mentioned in this prophecy against Damascus (see notes on chapter seven).  This 
prophecy was fulfilled in the fourth year of King Ahaz’s reign, as Syria and Israel were 
taken captive by the Assyrians at that time. 
 
Verse three reads, “The fortress also will cease from Ephraim…Damascus…Syria”.  A 
fortress is used for protection.  Syria and Ephraim were relying on their combined 
strength and power to provide their protection.  They did not acknowledge God or look to 
him to protect them.  Because of this, God is going to remove their fortress and leave 
them defenseless.  It is important for us to remember that no matter how well we think we 
have it hear in the United States, it could all be taken away in a relatively short period of 
time.  We must continue daily to acknowledge God and the ultimate protection that only 
he can provide. 
 
Isaiah 17:7 reads “In that day a man will look to his maker, and his eyes will have respect 
for the Holy One of Israel.”  In times of national tragedy, a nation that has knowledge of 
God will typically turn to God.  Although Ephraim had “played the harlot” with God, and 
served other Gods, they had knowledge of the one true God, the one that brought them 
out of the land of Egypt.  As the Assyrian army was laying waste to their land and taking 
most of them as prisoners into captivity, there was a general realization among the people 
of exactly what they had done, and a general realization that the “Holy One of Israel” was 
in fact, their maker, and should have commanded their attention and respect.  A similar 
change of attitude occurred (for a short period of time) in the United States after the 
tragedy of September 11, 2001.  It should not take a tragedy for us to realize who our 
maker is and to give him the appropriate amount of respect.  Additionally, it is 
unfortunate that the revival of the collective spirits towards God seems to last for a very 
short time (in bible times as well as today). 
 
Because Ephraim had forgotten God and was not mindful of the true source of their 
strength, they were going to plant their fields and gardens in vain.  No matter how careful 
they were to be in protecting their fields and gardens, they were going to be destroyed.  I 
believe this to be a beautiful metaphor for us living today.  If God is not a part of our 
marriages, our lives, our homes, then we build and live in vain (Psalm 127:1).  God is the 
only source of true protection.  It is easy to get a false sense of security when things are 
going well and we have accumulated many earthly protections.  Though we think 
ourselves to be successful, we truly cannot reap the harvest unless God is a part of that 
which we are trying to be successful. 
 
Verses 12-14 appear to be a separate thought and probably relate to Sennacherib and his 
attempt to overthrow Judah or Jerusalem. 



 

 

Isaiah Chapter Eighteen:  Prophecies against the Nations – Ethiopia (Egypt?) 
 
Isaiah the eighteenth chapter is considered by many bible scholars to be the most obscure 
and difficult chapter in Isaiah.  There are many differences of opinion on several of the 
thoughts and phrases that make up this chapter.  Although most scholars tend to agree 
that the chapter refers to Ethiopia, there are some who disagree.  Some feel that the 
chapter refers to people living in a section of Upper Egypt (which borders Ethiopia). 
 
There are several interesting phrases in this chapter.  Verse one reads of a “land 
shadowed with buzzing wings”.  This could be referring to a multitude of things.  The 
Septuagint reads, “Ah! wings of the land of ships.”  The Chaldee reads, “Woe to the land 
in which they come in ships from a distant country, and whose sails are spread out as an 
eagle which flies upon its wings.”  Thus the phrase could refer to an abundance of ships 
that produce a shadow over the country or a people skilled in navigation.  Others suppose 
that this reference is to locusts or birds.  It could also be referring to a nation furnishing 
protection, or stretching out its wings for the defense of weaker nations.  The Children of 
Israel did seek an alliance with Egypt to protect themselves from Assyria.  Whatever the 
meaning of the first phrase, we know that the nation being referred to was “beyond 
(alongside) the rivers of Ethiopia.” 
 
It was the custom of this nation to send ambassadors by sea in vessels of reed (bulrushes 
(KJ)) on the water.  The reed or bulrushes mentioned above is referring to the Papyrus 
plant, which grew abundantly in the regions of Ethiopia and Egypt.  These plants were 
often used to build small vessels for transportation.  The word “saying” in verse two is 
not in the original manuscripts.  The descriptions that follow are most likely still referring 
to Ethiopia (or Egypt) instead of a nation in which the ambassadors have been sent. 
 
Verses three through six most likely refer to an alliance that is trying to be formed with 
Assyria by Ethiopia or Egypt.  Obviously, if the people of Judah hear of such an alliance, 
they will become very afraid.  God assures the people that when the time is right, he will 
take care of the problem.  Verse six may have been fulfilled when the angel of the Lord 
smote Sennacherib’s army outside the city of Jerusalem.  The bodies of those soldiers 
may have been there for some time due to the sheer number of soldiers killed by the 
angel. 
 
Although it is not certain how and when the prophecy of verse seven was fulfilled, there 
are numerous historical references indicating that large numbers of Jews populated the 
areas of Egypt, Ethiopia and Arabia.  There were times between the times of Isaiah and 
the time of Christ where these countries were friendly with the Jews and actually 
encouraged them to locate there.  There is also evidence that these Jews did, in fact, win 
over several proselytes in each of these areas. 
 
 
 



 

 

Isaiah Chapters Nineteen and Twenty:  Prophecies against the Nations – Egypt 
 
After the army of Sennacherib was destroyed, Egypt was thrown into a state of confusion.  
There was a lot of internal strife and conflict.  This period was succeeded by a period of 
tyranny of twelve princes, who divided the country between them.  This lasted for several 
years until the affairs of Egypt settled down under the dominion of Psammetichus.  He 
was one of the princes who conquered the other eleven princes and ruled a united Egypt 
for fifty-four years.  Isaiah 19:4 probably refers to Psammetichus and his reign.  Not long 
after the passing of Psammetichus, the country was invaded and conquered by 
Nebuchadnezzar; and then by the Persians under Cambyses, the son of Cyrus.  
Subsequent to that, Alexander the Great invaded Egypt, and made Alexandria the capital 
of his empire. Jews were welcome in Egypt under Alexander, and eventually flourished 
there where the Jewish religion became common in the land, and multitudes of the 
Egyptians were converted to the Jewish faith.  Most likely, the effects of Alexander’s 
invasion, which ended up being very positive for the Egyptians, are listed from verse 
eighteen through the end of the chapter. 
 
The Nile River, which usually floods in August of every year, is very important to the 
Egyptians.  In fact, Egypt gets its fertile land almost entirely from the overflowing of this 
great river.  If the river ever fails to overflow its banks, the Egyptians suffer.  In verse 5, 
it mentions the river will be dried up.  In all probability, this does not mean that the Nile 
will completely dry up, but that it won’t overflow its banks.  If that happens, it will affect 
the growth of the Papyrus (verse 7) among other vegetation, and will also effect several 
occupations whose livelihood depends on the Nile River. 
 
According to ancient history, when Alexander the Great invaded Egypt, there was no 
resistance from the Egyptian people.  They welcomed him and he was pleasant to them in 
return.  Verse 20 refers to a savior or “great” (KJ) one that will that will deliver them.  
Alexander was very commonly known as Alexander the Great.  This prophecy was most 
likely referring to him and the peace that followed his takeover of Egypt.  Verse twenty-
three of chapter 19 refers to a “highway” between Assyria, Judah and Egypt.  This is 
referring to relations and trade, which will be established between the countries.  This in 
fact did occur under the rule of Alexander.  Alexander also welcomed the migration of 
Jews to Egypt and many relocated there.  In fact, the Hebrew Bible was translated into 
Greek for those Jews in Egypt. 
 
As the invasion of Sennacherib is coming, Judah looks to Egypt and Ethiopia for 
assistance.  Chapter twenty details an interesting illustration of God trying to prove his 
point with his people.  The Children of Israel should not be looking to those countries for 
protection; they should be looking to God.  Isaiah informs the people of Egypt and 
Ethiopia’s fate and the shamefulness of trusting in them.  In verse 2, when the text reads 
that Isaiah was naked for three years, this probably only indicates his removal of his outer 
(or prophet) garment for a period of time, not the complete removal of his clothes.  The 
Jews considered being in their underclothes being naked.   



 

 

Isaiah Chapter Twenty-one, Verses One through Ten:  Prophecies against the 
Nations – Babylon 
 
The burden against the Wilderness (desert (KJ)) of the Sea refers to Babylon.  The 
Wilderness or desert probably refers to the condition of the area before the city of 
Babylon was built or prophetic to its condition after the city was destroyed.  The Sea 
probably refers to the Euphrates River. 
 
Isaiah was having a vision of the destruction of Babylon.  Obviously it must have seemed 
like he was right there in middle of the action as he describes the situation with horror at 
the site of the destruction and in first-person detail like he was a participant.  Verse two 
identifies the two nations that conspired together to overthrow Babylon:  Media and 
Elam.  Elam was a country that was originally controlled by the Persians.  It was named 
after Elam, the son of Shem.  (Genesis 10:22) 
 
Babylon was overtaken in one night.  Daniel, chapter five records the events of the 
evening before the city was taken.  The evening was one of great partying and 
celebrating.  This undoubtedly was reported back to the leaders of the Medes and the 
Persians, as this was the perfect time to attack.  Although Babylon was equipped with 
several watchtowers as noted in this chapter, the men of the city were obviously in no 
shape to fight; therefore, they were overthrown rather easily. 
 
 
Isaiah Chapter Twenty-one, Verses Eleven and Twelve:  Prophecies against the 
Nations – Edom 
 
While the Children of Israel were in captivity in Babylon, Edom took control of the 
southern half of Judah.  Edom is presented here as taunting the Children of Israel in the 
time of their calamity.  The response is that the morning is coming, but the night will be 
coming to Edom.  In other words, the Children of Israel are soon to return from captivity, 
thus the morning will soon come for them.  The people of Edom, however, are going to 
be destroyed, thus the night is coming for them.  This interpretation is consistent with the 
prophecy of Obadiah, which devoted his entire prophecy to the destruction of Edom. 
 
 
Isaiah Chapter Twenty-one, Verses Thirteen through Seventeen:  Prophecies 
against the Nations – Arabia 
 
The theme of the last five verses of chapter twenty-one is the invasion of Arabia by a 
foreign army.  This invasion is most likely referring to the invasion that was pending by 
Assyria and Sennacherib on his way to Jerusalem.  Verse 13 denotes the “traveling 
companies” in describing the Arabic people, which is consistent with the Arab way of life 
at this time.  Kedar (verse 16) was a son of Ishmael (Genesis 25:15) as was often used to 
denote the Arab people as a whole. 



 

 

Isaiah Chapter Twenty-two:  Prophecies against the Nations – The Valley of Vision 
(Jerusalem) 
 
The Valley of Vision as recorded in verse one is undoubtedly referring to the city of 
Jerusalem.  Although Jerusalem is at a higher elevation than a lot of the regions 
surrounding it, it is an area filled with hills and valleys.  The Mount of Olives, for 
example, overlooks the city of Jerusalem below.  The New Testament records that Jesus 
wept on his final return to the city as he came upon Jerusalem, from the Mount of Olives 
before he “descended” upon the city.  The “vision” aspect probably comes from the fact 
that Jerusalem was a key place where God would typically make his will known.  This 
often occurred to the prophets and others through visions. 
 
The city of Jerusalem is under siege and there is much panic in the city.  However, the 
Jews do not look to God for help.  There are some differences of opinion as to what 
period of time this prophecy is referring to.  Most likely, it is referring to the time where 
Sennacherib’s army has surrounded Jerusalem and is ready to attack.  There are several 
verses in I Kings and II Chronicles that describe some of the things that were going on in 
the city during this time that mirror the 22nd chapter of Isaiah.  Some, however, feel that 
this chapter refers to the time where the Babylonians where ready to take the Jews into 
captivity. 
 
Jerusalem was a proud city, but their men of war have fled in the face of this great 
calamity (verse two).  So have some of the rulers or those who the common people were 
looking to for protection (verse three).  Instead of seeing the perfect opportunity to 
humble themselves in prayer begging the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob to help them, 
they chose to look to the “armor of the House of the Forest” (verse 8).  This was a 
structure built of the Cedars of Lebanon by Solomon (I Kings 7:2-8).  It was fortified 
with all kinds of weapons (I Kings 10:16-17), and would have been the equivalent of an 
armory today.  The city was in terrible shape, with the walls obviously being damaged.  
This is in harmony with II Chronicles 32: 1-5 that records that Hezekiah repaired the 
walls during Sennacherib’s siege of the city.  Evidently, houses were being demolished 
for the stones to repair the walls (verse 10). 
 
Israel did not look to God for help.  Instead of repentance and sorrow, the Jews made it a 
time of partying (verse 13).  This is the ultimate slap in the face to God.  Faced with your 
own mortality, you prefer to live it up on this earth rather than to make an effort to 
reconcile with God.  There is no atonement for this sin (verse 14).  One who will not look 
to God even at the time of his or her impending demise, is not worthy of the Kingdom. 
 
  
 The last 11 verses of chapter 22 deal with an evil steward (most likely in Hezekiah’s 
court), Shebna, and his more worthy replacement, Eliakim.  Shebna was too worried 
about his own prestigious burial site than the good of his country.  Sounds like a man that 
needed to be humbled. 



 

 

Isaiah Chapter Twenty-three:  Prophecies against the Nations – Tyre (Phoenicia) 
 
Tyre was a beautiful seaport city of Phoenicia.  It was about 20-25 miles south of the city 
of Sidon, and was often mentioned in the Bible as being connected with that city.  
Matthew, Mark and Luke all mention the two cities together (Jesus visited both cities).  
The Children of Israel often had a good relationship with Tyre and Sidon.  David and 
Solomon both traded with the Phoenician King Hiram who assisted through materials and 
craftsmen in building the Temple and Solomon’s palace.  In the times of Ezekiel and 
Isaiah, Tyre and Sidon had little or no peers as far as seaport communities.  They were 
both trading juggernauts that had become very prideful in their wealth and power.  Tyre 
was recorded by the prophet Ezekiel as rejoicing when the Babylonians destroyed 
Jerusalem (Ezekiel 26:2).  If Jerusalem were destroyed, then Tyre would have no 
competition in trade in the Palestinian region.  However, God was going to abase this 
prideful city, as is the subject of this chapter.  The destruction of Tyre was also the 
subject of a prophecy of Ezekiel (chapters 26 – 29).  There were actually two ancient 
cities of Tyre.  Nebuchadnezzar destroyed the first city, which was built on the coast, 
after he destroyed Jerusalem.  Tyre was subsequently rebuilt on an island about ¾ of a 
mile from the former Tyre on the coast.  It was an incredibly difficult city to attack due to 
its distance from the coast; however, Alexander the Great built a land bridge out to the 
city and overtook it about 330 B.C. 
 
Verse one records that the ships of Tarshish should wail.  Tarshish was a city that often 
was involved in trade with Tyre and would have been affected by its demise.  This would 
not have been the only city that would have been affected.  Egypt (verse 5), Sidon (verse 
4) and Cyprus (verses 2 and 12) would all have been affected, as Tyre was “a 
marketplace for the nations” (verse 2, NKJ).  Chapter 23 reads of “the river” several 
times, which is referring to the Nile River, which was important to the city’s commerce. 
 
Verse thirteen identifies who will destroy the city of Tyre.  The Babylonians (Chaldeans) 
under Nebuchadnezzar will destroy Tyre.  However, in seventy years (verses 15-18), 
Tyre will be rebuilt and will return to her ways.  Verse fifteen reads that the seventy years 
will be “according to the days of one king.”  The word king here most likely refers to 
kingdom and refers to the lineage of Nebuchadnezzar.  From the time Nebuchadnezzar 
took the throne to the time Cyrus raided Babylon and overthrew his grandson, 
Belshazzar, was exactly seventy years.  (See Jeremiah 25:11-12)  Nebuchadnezzar began 
conquering nations (including Judah) in the first year of his reign.  Judah was in captivity 
a total of seventy years.   
 
I think that verse nine sums up the theme of the last eleven chapters.  “The Lord of hosts 
has purposed it, to bring to dishonor the pride of all glory, and to bring into 
contempt all the honorable of the earth.”  Over and over from chapter thirteen through 
chapter twenty-three, we read of nation after nation that was prideful and sure of 
themselves.  And one by one, we read of God’s judgment on that particular nation.  GOD 
ABASETH THE PROUD.  I think that all of us should remember this important lesson.   



 

 

Isaiah Chapter Twenty-four:  The Universal Judgment 
 
Chapter twenty-four describes a great calamity that is coming to the land of Canaan.  
There are many differences of opinion as to which period this is referring to.  However, I 
think the likely future event that was the subject of this prophecy was the attack of 
Nebuchadnezzar and the subsequent carrying away of the Children of Israel into 
captivity.  We will examine this chapter with that in mind; however, the chapter can 
easily be studied even with an unknown specific subject.  Chapters twenty-four through 
twenty-seven were probably uttered at the same time and constitute one main thought or 
prophecy.  We will examine each chapter individually. 
 
“The land shall be entirely emptied and utterly punished.”  Verse three describes the 
utter destruction that is coming to Judah.  Although, the Children of Israel will not be 
completely destroyed, they all will suffer during this calamity.  The city of Jerusalem will 
be decimated (verses 10-12).  There will be no cause for celebration as the harp and 
tambourine will cease to be played.  The once proud city of Jerusalem will be reduced to 
the “City of Confusion” (verse 10).  The word earth in verse one comes from the Hebrew 
word ‘erets which is used as the word for the entire earth (see Genesis 1:1) or it is used to 
denote a specific land (See Isaiah 7:24 or Joel 1:2).  In this instance, and in most other 
instances where “the land” is used in this chapter, it is referring to the land of Canaan.  
The Babylonians will be no respecter of persons when they invade the land.  Verse two 
describes that people and priests, servants and masters, etc. will all feel the effects of this 
invasion. 
 
However, there will be a few that will escape the invasion of Nebuchadnezzar.  Verse 
thirteen describes the remaining people as the “shaking of an olive tree or the gleaning of 
grapes.”  A few olives or grapes (people) will remain, but they will not be many.  
However, those that are fortunate to escape captivity will rejoice at their good fortune and 
will praise God that they were spared. 
 
Verses seventeen through twenty vividly illustrate the destruction that is about to come 
upon the land of Canaan.  For those who escape the noise of fear will fall into the pit.  For 
those who escape the pit will be caught in a snare.  Isaiah uses a hunting analogy to give 
us the image that those who escape will be rare. 
 
Verse twenty-one through twenty-three deals with the punishment of the religious leaders 
of the land as well as the civil leaders (kings).  They will be gathered together and placed 
in prison for many days (70 years).  After this period, they will be visited (verse 22) and 
will be delivered back to their native land.  Then the glory of the Lord will be so great 
and bright that even the sun and moon will be ashamed (verse 23, figurative language).  
The historical narrative concerning the Children of Israel in captivity is recorded in II 
Kings, chapters twenty-four and twenty-five. 
 
 



 

 

Isaiah Chapter Twenty-four (continued): 
 
Chapter twenty-four reads about the earth shaking violently and being ruined, etc.  I think 
it is important to remember that the duration of the captivity (seventy years) was based on 
their abuse of the land.  There were about 490 years between King Saul and the 
Babylonian captivity.  Leviticus 26:34-35 gives us the law in which the Children of Israel 
were supposed to let the land rest every seventh year in order for the land to have its 
Sabbath.  The Children of Israel were held in captivity for those seventy years to let the 
land have its rest (Sabbath).  This is recorded in II Chronicles 36:20-21. 
   
Isaiah Chapter Twenty-five: A Song of Praise for God, the Deliverer and Comforter 
of Zion 
 
This prophecy relates to a song of praise that will be given to God by the Children of 
Israel after their deliverance from captivity in Babylon.  Verse two shows that the 
Children of Israel will give God credit for the overthrow of Babylon, and will realize that 
it was his power behind the fall of that great city.  The last phrase of verse two reiterates 
an earlier prophecy that the city of Babylon will never by rebuilt.  No one during the days 
of Isaiah could have ever prophesied that Babylon would be destroyed to be built no 
more as Babylon was not even a world power at this point.  This is yet another example 
of proof of the origin of these prophecies.  They are simply from God. 
 
Verses six through eight give the recipient of the prophecy a special look ahead to a time 
that will be even more glorious for the Children of Israel: the coming of the Messiah.  
Although coming home from captivity will be great, the coming of the Messiah will be an 
even greater event.  A few quick “shadows” or lessons for us concerning these prophecies 
of the coming Messiah and the delivery of the gospel. 
 

• (Vs. 6) “in this mountain” = Jerusalem is intended with this reference.  
Jerusalem was a very important city in the delivery of the gospel and was the 
place of the Messiah’s crucifixion and the first gospel sermon. 

 
• (Vs. 6) “The Lord of hosts will make for all people” = The Jews will be 

delivered from captivity, but ALL people will benefit from the coming 
Messiah.  The remaining phrases of verse 6 are beautiful metaphors as to the 
wide array of benefits or blessings that are available to Christians under the 
Christian Dispensation. 

 
• Verse seven gives another benefit that is the result of the gospel:  the 

removing of the veil of misunderstanding.  God revealed himself through 
Christ (Hebrews 1:1-3).  We have a better understanding of God because 
Christ was allowed to come to Earth.  For additional references and 
explanations, see II Corinthians 3: 13-16 and Ephesians 4:18. 

 



 

 

• (Vs. 8) “He will swallow up death forever”.  This famous quote, which was 
quoted by the apostle Paul in I Corinthians 15:51-57 is a very key aspect of 
the Messiah.  He will overcome death.  Jesus was able to escape the clutches 
of death and literally broke down the barrier that separates the land of the dead 
from the land of the living.  Because he was able to accomplish this great feat, 
we too can overcome death.  We have the unbelievable opportunity to have 
life everlasting because of this.  Also, because of this accomplishment, “the 
Lord God will wipe away tears from all faces”.  What a wonderful benefit of 
being in Christ. 

 
Verse nine ends the “snapshot” of Christianity and goes back to the events that are 
happening at the end of captivity.  This verse shows that there was a remnant of the 
Children of Israel that was waiting on deliverance from God.  They were ultimately 
rewarded for their patience. 
 
Isaiah Chapter Twenty-six: A Hymn of Thanksgiving 
 
This chapter is a continuation of the previous two chapters and is prophesying of the time 
that the Children of Israel would come home from captivity.  “In that day” as referenced 
in verse one is referring to that time.  “Open the gates” as referenced in verse two is 
indicative of a people coming home.  God was going to be their new “walls and 
bulwarks” and was going to provide their protection.  The verses of this chapter highlight 
the literary talent of Isaiah and include some beautiful metaphors of how the people felt 
after they left captivity. 
 
Verses thirteen and fourteen records about the incredible hold that idolatry had upon the 
Children of Israel.  However, this sin had a finite life and was about ready to be abolished 
forever.  After the Babylonian captivity, the Children of Israel did not struggle ever again 
with that sin.  The remnant that remained understood that those idols were dead and 
should never be resurrected by the people. 
 
Verse fifteen records about the expanding of the Jewish people after the Babylonian 
captivity.  This indeed did happen as the Jews went from a remnant that returned from the 
Babylonian captivity to a thriving people whose numbers had expanded dramatically by 
the time of Christ. 
 
Isaiah Chapter Twenty-seven: The Punishment of Oppressors and the Preservation 
of Israel 
 
This chapter is the final of four chapters that records the events and thoughts from the 
return of the Children of Israel from Babylonian captivity.  “In that day” as referenced 
again in verse one is referencing that time. 
 



 

 

The word Leviathan as mentioned in verse one literally means crocodile and is indicative 
of a specific enemy of God.  In some cases in the Bible, the dragon is used as another 
symbol.  In some cases, these symbols mean Satan.  In some cases these symbols mean 
Pharaoh, Nebuchadnezzar or other world leaders that were contrary to God.  In this case, 
Leviathan is symbolic of the Babylonian leader, whether Nebuchadnezzar or Belshazzar. 
 
Although God has been angry with his people, his anger has been appeased (“Fury is not 
in Me” (verse 4)).  He will tend to his people like a husbandman tends to his vineyard.  
All of their needs will be taken care of (verses two and three). 
 
Verse six reiterates what was recorded in the prior chapter.  Israel shall blossom and bud.  
A once downtrodden people reduced to a small remnant will rebound in a big way.  They 
will “fill the face of the world with fruit.” 
 
Verse seven makes a good point.  Although God has dealt harshly with his people and 
has chastised them in front of other nations, the punishment given to the Children of 
Israel does not compare with the punishments that God has handed out to the other 
nations.  Some nations have ceased to exist altogether (Edom (see book of Obadiah) as 
well as other nations).  Although God has reduced the number of Jews to a remnant, he 
has protected that remnant and preserved the Jewish bloodline to exist forever.  He will 
never let his people be totally destroyed.  If we take that same line of thinking to our 
situation today, what a comfort we can take in the fact that God is our protector as well.  
He will never let his people be totally destroyed, no matter how long the Earth lasts. 
 
“The fortified city will be desolate” (verse 10).  This is yet another prophecy that 
Babylon will be laid to waste and will never be rebuilt.  It will become like a wilderness 
where wild animals will feed and lie down. 
 
The last two verses of this chapter record how God will gather all of his scattered people 
back to Jerusalem now that captivity is over.  Remember that the northern ten tribes had 
been taken to Assyria.  Many had fled captivity to Egypt and other nations and were 
basically outcasts in these nations.  “One by One”, the Children of Israel will be gathered 
back together to “worship the Lord in the holy mount at Jerusalem”.  Now that God’s 
anger had been satisfied, His concern was to gather all of his people back together for 
protection and for worship.  As we study these four chapters, what a perfect way to end 
this prophecy.  We can truly feel the love that God had for his people.  He proved to his 
people over and over how much he cared; it’s just that at times, they refused to listen.  I 
am humbled to think that God feels the same way about us today.  I don’t see how 
anyone can read these last two verses and not feel overwhelmed that God is personally 
interested in each and every one of us.  God, please forgive us for our hurried lives.  Help 
us to take time to digest all of the truths that are contained in your word.  Remind us that 
we are special and that you do take a personal interest in each one of our lives.  Help us 
to boldly spread your word to those who are not part of your kingdom so they to can 
understand this amazing truth of your word.   



 

 

Isaiah Chapter Twenty-eight: Woe to Ephraim (Israel) 
 
The first four verses of chapter twenty-eight deal with the impending destruction of 
Ephraim (northern ten tribes) by Assyria.  The crown of pride most likely refers to 
Samaria, the capital (crown) of Ephraim.  Pride, as well as intemperance, was a problem 
for the people of Samaria and Ephraim.  God was going to use “a mighty and strong one” 
(verse two (Assyria)) to “bring them down to the earth.” 
 
Verse five turns the focus of the prophecy away from Ephraim and onto Judah.  “In that 
day” (which probably refers to the day that Ephraim is overtaken by Assyria), Judah will 
be a crown of glory and a spirit of justice.  However, Judah has not exactly been 
consistently righteous as well.  Verses seven through fifteen lay out several sins in which 
Judah was guilty.  The spiritual leaders of Judah were “swallowed up by wine” as verse 
seven reads.  How can spiritual leaders teach the people if they are inebriated?  What 
knowledge can they impart?  It is no wonder that the nation wandered and strayed when 
their leaders did not provide a consistent godly example.  This is true especially of those 
who are just “weaned from milk” or “just drawn from the breasts”, as verse nine reads.  
This is an important lesson for us today.  There is no way for us to be Christ-like if we 
are filled with intoxicating drink.  It is especially damaging for those who are young in 
the faith to witness “Christians” partaking of such activities.  We must “watch and be 
sober”.  There is no way to communicate the message unless we are “ready to give an 
answer”. 
 
Verses ten and thirteen are interesting.  Although the word of God must be learned 
“precept by precept”, it is used in these verses as a mockery of the people.  Continuing in 
thought from verse nine, the people thought the word of God was boring and redundant.  
Line after line after line, just like they were babies and were incapable of understanding 
anything more.  The first phrase of verse thirteen spells it out a little better (The word of 
the Lord was to them…), as well as the first phrase of verse twenty-two (mockers).  
These precepts had the recipe for rest (verse 12), but they would not listen.  Because they 
refused to heed His precepts, he will use a foreign language to instruct his people (verse 
11).  In Babylonia, the Children of Israel would have to learn to tolerate a foreign tongue 
and would learn humility at the hands of the Chaldeans.  Paul quotes this verse in I 
Corinthians 14:21 in referring to how speaking in tongues will be used to instruct his 
people in the early days of the church. 
 
There can be no doubt that verse sixteen refers to the Messiah.  Peter interprets it that 
way when he quotes this verse in I Peter 2:6-8.  Jesus is the cornerstone of our faith and 
hope.  Those who believe in him “will not act hastily” (be ashamed).  Instead of the lies 
that some in Judah were using to justify them, justice will be the measuring line through 
the Messiah.   
 
Verses thirteen and eighteen read about the covenant with death or with the grave 
(Sheol).  This is most likely not referring to an actual covenant, but the foolish way in 



 

 

which the Children of Israel were living their lives.  They were living their lives without 
even the slightest worry or fear of their eternal destination.  The lack of understanding on 
what lies after death was not uncommon in the first two dispensations of man as the 
afterlife is not discussed or analyzed much in the Old Testament.  However, Judah was 
not even afraid of God’s impending punishment so they lived how THEY wanted to, 
instead of how God wanted them to.  When the “overflowing scourge passes through” 
(most likely referring to the Babylonian captivity), then they will be flattened.  It will be 
terror to their minds just to hear of the impending invasion. 
 
It should be noted that there are those (Brother Zerr for one) who feel that the prophecy 
of the coming Messiah does not commence in verse 16, but verse 9.  The Messiah will 
teach precept after precept.  Speaking in tongues will commence to spread the message.  
The Jewish leaders of that day will make a covenant with death (Judas) and will rely on 
lies.  When the overflowing scourge passes through (Christ’s resurrection), then the 
covenant with death will be annulled. 
 
Verses twenty-three through the end of the chapter, is a wonderful metaphor of the way 
God cares about his people.  God, through Isaiah, uses agriculture to make his point.  To 
grow different crops, it takes different methods to achieve the result of growth.  It is the 
same way with God.  He knows that we are not all alike.  What works for me may not 
work for you.  God not only understands this, he uses this approach every day.  This is 
how much your God cares about you. 
 
 
Isaiah Chapter Twenty-nine: Woe to Ariel (Jerusalem) 
 
The word Ariel is compounded of two words, and on the surface would appear to be 
made up of ariy “a lion,” and el “God”.  However, the word Ariel in Hebrew is also used 
to mean alter as it is in Ezekiel 43:15-16.  Another interesting fact is that the arabic word 
ariy means “fire-hearth”.  Jerusalem was the place where the flame of perpetual existence 
was.  Whether the Ariel in this chapter means the “Lion of God” or the place where the 
holy fire was always burning, we are left to speculation.  However, the fact that Ariel 
stands for Jerusalem is fairly obvious, as this is where David dwelt. 
 
Verses one through eight read of an impending calamity on the city of Jerusalem.  The 
enemy is encompassed about and there is much stress and sorrow in the city.  However, 
God will be there to deliver them.  This prophecy is undoubtedly referring to the seige by 
Sennacherib and the ultimate destruction of his army by the angel of the Lord. 
 
Starting in verse nine, the prophet now turns to the inhabitants of the city of Jerusalem, 
the Jews, and condemns their foolishness, formality, and hypocrisy; followed by 
information on the unfortunate prevalence of these sins, and of the judgments that must 
follow. 
 



 

 

Isaiah Chapter Twenty-nine: Woe to Ariel (Jerusalem (continued)) 
 
The prophets tried to instruct them; however, the words were not attempted to be 
understood.  Just like someone who is illiterate trying to read a book or someone trying to 
read a book that has been sealed.  It just isn’t working.  It is not working due to the 
spiritual blindness of the Jews, as opposed to some physical barrier.  The Jews were 
basically just going through the motions (verse13).  Their hearts were not in it.  This is a 
great lesson for us today.  If just going through the motions wasn’t good enough for God 
in the times of Isaiah, it certainly is not good enough now.  We must serve God fervently.  
Serving God should never be habit-like, where our hearts are not into it.  We should 
always be checking ourselves to ensure that our hearts are stirred, and that we constantly 
feel gratitude for the things that have been done on our behalf.  
 
Verse fifteen reads about “hiding counsel far from the Lord.”  This is referring to those in 
Jerusalem who appeared to be pious on the outside, but was something different on the 
inside.  They pretended like they could hide their true intentions from God.  When we act 
or think in this manner, we, in effect, esteem ourselves on the same level as God (verse 
16).  “Surely you have things turned around” is how Isaiah starts verse 16.  We can also 
be guilty of this line of thinking if we are not careful. 
 
There is going to be a great change in Jerusalem.  The city that was so easily ensnared by 
evil and sin will now become holy.  The people that once did not care about God will 
now start to care.  These are the meanings of the analogies that are given in verses 17 and 
18.  This thought is further developed in verses 22 through 24.  One day there will be a 
great change among the Jewish people as they turn and embrace the truth.  When is this 
period?  Isaiah does not say, but the opinions are across the board.  Some believe that this 
time has already been fulfilled referring to such periods as:  the return from captivity, 
time of Hezekiah’s reign or the time of the Messiah.  However, there are those who 
believe that this time is yet to come.  There are some in the brotherhood that believe that 
the Jews will come to know Christ as a people before Christ’s second coming.  It is hard 
to determine the exact time period in which Isaiah is referring; however, in my opinion 
this is a prediction of the times of Hezekiah or the returning of the Jewish people from 
captivity (sorry for the indecision).  Chapters 30 and 31 refer to the Egyptian alliance that 
Hezekiah sought during the threatening time of the Assyrian attack and Chapter 32 is 
definitely referring to the reign of Hezekiah; however, the returning of the Jews from 
captivity would definitely be in the direct line of thinking from previous chapters.  You 
make the call! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Isaiah Chapters Thirty and Thirty-one: Woe to Judah due to the Egyptian Alliance 
 
During the days of King Hezekiah, as we have discussed earlier, Jerusalem was very 
afraid of an impending attack from Assyria.  Although Hezekiah was a very devout man 
and often turned to God for the answers, he would seek the help of the Egyptians instead 
of almighty God.  This certainly had to be upsetting for God, as the very people he had 
humbled hundreds of years earlier during the days of Moses, is now the nation that his 
people have chosen to seek assistance.  God had forbidden them to form alliances with 
other nations, but in their fear of the upcoming invasion, they erroneously disregarded 
God, and chose the Egyptians instead.  Although Judah will send their top princes and 
ambassadors to try and secure this alliance, the Jews will ultimately be ashamed because 
the Egyptians can do nothing to help them.  It does appear from verse 7 that the 
Egyptians did commit to help, but they were not able to help, even after being given the 
riches of Judah as mentioned in verse 6. 
 
Verse ten describes a common problem of mankind that has not changed much in 2700 
years.  Sometimes, we don’t want to hear the truth.  If we have made up our mind to do 
something that is not right, we look for people who will confirm to us that it is not a 
problem.  I think we all know that if you look hard enough, you can find someone to tell 
you anything you want to hear.  The Jewish people did not want the prophets to tell them 
about God’s disapproval of them.  They would rather have the “smooth things” as verse 
ten mentions.  After all, the “smooth things” are much easier to hear and it doesn’t 
inconvenience our lives as much. 
 
Verse fifteen makes a very good point.  “In returning and rest you shall be saved”, says 
God in his attempt to show the Jews that they should have waited on God to provide an 
answer to the upcoming Assyrian invasion and not relied upon themselves or another 
nation.  Once they hit panic mode, they completely forgot about God.  Does that happen 
to us?   Do we get so busy that we forget that in returning and rest, we shall be saved?  
Our spiritual cup will only be filled if we pause and take time to fill it.  This cannot be 
done in a hurry, but only with an allocation of time commensurate with the growth that 
we need. 
 
Verse eighteen begins words of encouragement for Judah.  Although God is angry, he 
will “be gracious unto you.”  The “Lord is a God of justice” and he will answer their cries 
of distress.  Verses 19-26 refer to a time of prosperity for the Jews.  God will punish his 
people for their sins (captivity), but after this period is over, they will turn away from 
other gods (verse 22), they will be taken care of agriculturally (verses 23-26), etc….  The 
remainder of chapter thirty is referring to the time when God will punish Assyria for their 
deeds and block their impending invasion of Jerusalem. 
 
Isaiah chapter 31 is a mini version of chapter 30 in that the same message is reiterated.  
“Egyptians are men, and not God”, says Isaiah trying to convince the Jews of the fallacy 
of this alliance.  The Lord himself will determine the outcome of this battle. 



 

 

Isaiah Chapter Thirty-two: The King is Coming 
 
Chapter thirty-two reads of a great king that is coming to Israel.  The identity of that king 
is the subject of much disagreement among biblical scholars.  Almost all agree that this 
king is either Hezekiah or the Messiah.  However, they seem to be divided as to which it 
refers.  My opinion is that it refers to both.  I think the immediate fulfillment of this 
prophecy lies in the man Hezekiah.  The preceding chapters cover the times of King 
Hezekiah and the impending invasion from Assyria and the ill-fated alliance with Egypt.  
Also, the subsequent chapter covers the same timeframe pronouncing woe upon Assyria.  
However, there undoubtedly is a type or shadow involved here referring to the upcoming 
reign of the Messiah.  The first eight verses could be covering the time of the Messiah 
just as easily as it could be covering the time of Hezekiah.  As we examine this chapter, 
especially the first eight verses, we will see the similarities between the two. 
 
“Behold, a king will reign in righteousness” – this could easily be referring to either of 
the two.  The connotation is that this will be a stark contrast to the times before.  Several 
awful kings preceded Hezekiah’s reign, thus his rule was a sharp contrast to the kings 
before him.  II Kings 18:3-6 records just how righteous King Hezekiah was.  The 
Messiah, as well, was a light in a period of darkness.  He reigned in righteousness after a 
long period of people living in sin. 
 
Verse two reads of the great protection that this King will provide.  This easily could be 
interpreted as either Hezekiah or the Messiah.  This King will produce a great change 
among the people (verses 3 through 8).  Both Hezekiah and the Messiah had a 
tremendous positive influence on their people.  They were able to convert lots of people 
to the truth.  They emboldened people that otherwise would not speak out to proclaim the 
truth (verse 4).  This is especially true of Christ who took 12 men, mostly uneducated 
men, and made them first-class teachers and speakers.  Under this King’s reign, the 
foolish men will not be seen as noble and those who do not give will not be seen as 
generous.  Again, could fit either of the two. 
 
Verses nine through fourteen prophesy of an upcoming calamity that will take place to 
the Children of Israel.  This calamity will destroy their vintage (grape vines) and will 
cause the palaces and the city to be deserted.  This could be referring to the time of the 
invasion of Sennacherib, but most likely is referring to the upcoming Babylonian 
captivity.  Verse 15 through 20 covers a period of time after this great calamity.  The 
coming home from captivity could be referenced here, but I think that this also could be a 
type or shadow of the time of the Messiah.  “Until the Spirit is poured upon us from 
on high” – could be referring to the deliverance from Sennacherib, or, more likely, the 
return from captivity, but this was ultimately fulfilled when the spirit was poured out 
upon the apostles in Acts the 2nd chapter.  This act will bring justice and peace. 
 
The city in verse nineteen either refers to Nineveh or Babylon, depending on which line 
of thinking you believe Isaiah is engaged in here.  Most likely, it is referring to Babylon.       



 

 

Isaiah Chapter Thirty-three: Woe to Assyria: the Plunderer of Jerusalem 
 
This prophecy is directed to Assyria, but more specifically, Sennacherib himself.  The 
“you” in the first phrase of verse one is probably a pronoun for Sennacherib.  Although 
the perils that will come upon Sennacherib as identified in this chapter will undoubtedly 
be placed on his army and his country as well, Sennacherib was the leader and was 
directing their violent and evil endeavors.  The Assyrian army, under Sennacherib was a 
plundering army and often oppressed other nations that had not provoked their wrath, as 
was the case with Israel, who had not sought a conflict with Assyria.  For all of their 
antics, they (he) would have the same things happen to them.  This, in fact, did happen 
when the Babylonians overtook the mighty city of Nineveh, and thus, the country of 
Assyria fell unto their hands. 
 
When the angel of the Lord smote the Assyrian army (II Kings 19:35), the result must 
have been mass chaos in the Assyrian camp (verse 3) and the spoil from battle that the 
Assyrian army had gathered on their march toward Jerusalem would now be in the hands 
of the Israelites (verse 4).  The Children of Israel will enjoy more wisdom and knowledge 
under King Hezekiah (verses 5 and 6), but there will be great distress in the land as 
Sennacherib makes his march towards Jerusalem (verses seven through nine). 
 
God, however, is going to intervene in this historical event (verse 10).  The rest of the 
chapter sharply contrasts the fear of the wicked in times of distress with the comfort of 
the righteous in those same times of distress.  “The sinners of Zion are afraid” (verse 14) 
and who is able to deal with this “devouring fire”.  Verse 15 describes exactly those who 
do not need to be afraid: 

• Those who walk righteously and speak uprightly 
• Those who despise the gain of oppressions 
• Those who do not accept bribes 
• Those who do not entertain proposals to shed blood 
• Those that do not desire to see evil 

Those who qualify as righteous using these high standards will “dwell on high” and will 
be safe in times of calamity.  Those that practice such things “will see the King in his 
beauty”.  Isn’t this true of us today?  Do we tend to make things too complicated?  If we 
follow the above set of principles, will we not see the King in his beauty?  Although the 
King as referenced in Isaiah 32 and 33 may initially be speaking of Hezekiah, I think we 
can definitely see the “shadow or type” of the coming Messiah. 
 
Isaiah prophecies in verse 20 that Jerusalem will not be taken down.  This is obviously 
referencing the impending invasion from Sennacherib, but can also be easily referring to 
God’s kingdom here on earth, his church.  The gates of hell will never prevail against his 
church no matter how daunting the enemy may seem from time to time.  We must 
remember that God will never forsake us just like he did not forsake his people during 
this time of national distress. 
 



 

 

Isaiah 33:22 is a very important verse in this chapter and is one that is very important in 
the history of our great country, the United States of America.  Recently, there was an 
analysis performed on the United States Constitution to see where the ideas that shaped 
our country, originated.  Overwhelmingly, the Bible was the number one source on which 
our founding fathers obtained their ideas to form this great document.  No wonder that 
this document has lasted over two hundred years.  Compare that with the over 50 
governing documents that have been ratified in the country of Italy in that same time 
period.  The Bible is simply the best reference book for any act that mankind wishes to 
pursue. 
      
James Madison, the fourth president of the United States, proposed the idea, at the 
Constitutional Convention of 1787, that the central government of our great country 
should be divided into three branches.  What a great idea!  This system of checks and 
balances has certainly been a good way to structure our central government.  Where did 
Mr. Madison get such a great idea?  He obtained this idea from reading his Bible.  This 
model of government came from the creator himself.  He read in his bible: 
 
“For the LORD is our judge, [judicial] 
 
the LORD is our lawgiver, [legislative] 
 
the LORD is our king; [executive] 
 
He will save us.” 
 
What a great place to obtain information on the establishment of government in our new 
nation.  Could there be a better source than the God who created government and 
ordained it?  Is there any one who can come up with a better system?  Apparently not!   
The Los Angeles Times recently printed an article in their newspaper that records that the 
founding fathers were all atheists and our country was not based on the bible, but on 
secular principles of government.  That is certainly hard to argue since we can find in 
history that our nation’s first ever session of Congress started with four hours of prayer 
and Bible reading before the session ever began.  That is certainly impressive that they 
were able to get a bunch of atheists to read and pray for four hours.  It is hard to get 
devout Christians to do that today.   
 
As Christians, we must never forget our history.  As time goes by, we will see more and 
more of Biblical ideas stripped from our country’s history.  How many schools today do 
you think tell their students that our country’s form of government comes from biblical 
principles?  As our country’s judges insist on taking every mention of God out of public 
life, we must remember that there was no public life in the beginning, without God.  
Without his help, there would have been no United States of America.  Without his 
continued blessings and protection on our country, we are certainly a country most 
feeble. 



 

 

Isaiah Chapter Thirty-four: The Complete Destruction of the Enemies of Israel 
 
The thirty-fourth and thirty-fifth chapters of Isaiah are one prophecy; however, it is made 
up of two parts and each part will be examined separately.  It is, in effect, a summation of 
the book of Isaiah.  The thirty-fourth chapter sums up the first thirty-three chapters of 
Isaiah and the thirty-fifth chapter gives us a sneak preview of the last twenty-seven 
chapters of Isaiah.  God’s wrath is going to be poured out on all nations who do not 
follow his ways (chapter thirty-four).  For the faithful, the kingdom is coming.  It shall be 
like a stream in the middle of the desert.  It will be wonderful and safe, and the enemies 
of God will not have access to it (chapter thirty-five). 
 
In verse one of chapter thirty-four, all nations are advised to heed to this warning.  The 
enemies of God will all be destroyed.  Recall the many nations from chapters thirteen 
through twenty-three that were pronounced woe upon by Isaiah.  These prophecies were 
all fulfilled.  This shows that each nation should take stock in its position on God (“heed, 
you people” (verse one)).  This is true even today.  Our nation will fail, ultimately, if it 
does not heed God’s word.  Verse four reads of the “host of heaven” and “the heavens 
shall be rolled up like a scroll”.  This verse is referring to those who are in power (the 
“host”) inasmuch as they will fall (or be dissolved) as well. 
 
God, through Isaiah, uses Edom as an example in this chapter.  God did not look on 
Edom very favorably for several reasons.  They would not allow the Children of Israel to 
have passage through their country on the way to the Promised Land.  The problems with 
the Edomites go all the way back to their founder, Esau, and his problems with Jacob.  
Esau tried to kill Jacob after he took the blessing from Esau.  This story of Jacob and 
Esau is really a microcosm of all mankind.  Two brothers with equal chances: one chose 
to live by his own rules, one chose to follow God.  In effect, God’s pronouncement of 
judgment on Edom, although literal (see Obadiah), is also a type or shadow of the 
judgment that will come upon all enemies of God.  You have two choices:  either your on 
God’s team or your not.  You can play with team Esau or team Jacob.  The great thing 
about this game is that you get to choose the team that you want to play for and you 
already know whom the winner of the game is.  This chapter explains thoroughly of the 
destruction of Edom.  This land is still desolate today fulfilling the prophecy of Obadiah 
and verse ten of this chapter.  Only God could possibly have seen this far into the future 
and predicted this event.  Even if Isaiah were written in the 17th century, this would still 
be a remarkable prophecy as it is still true in 2004. 
 
Verse sixteen issues a guarantee on this prophecy.  “Not one of these shall fail,” says God 
through Isaiah.  Only God could ever make such a statement and back it up for over 2500 
years.  This is a good passage to show all your acquaintances that do not accept the bible 
as valid.  It is pretty hard to argue with this one. 
 
 
 



 

 

Isaiah Chapter Thirty-five: The Kingdom is Coming 
 
The following chapter of Isaiah is one of the more beautiful chapters in the Old 
Testament.  If the entire Old Testament (at least since the Garden of Eden) is looking 
forward to Christ, then this chapter expresses that feeling as beautifully as any other.  
Behold, the kingdom is coming.  For all of the hard times that lie ahead, the invasions, 
the captivity, the failed alliances, there is coming a day of unprecedented peace and 
safety.  It will be as a stream flowing in the middle of the desert, where grass, reeds and 
rushes will grow.  This undoubtedly is referring to the time of Christ.  Although the 
chapter does not mention a specific time period, a close examination of the text leads us 
to this conclusion. 
 
This will be a period of great change.  The wilderness, wasteland and desert will 
suddenly blossom abundantly and rejoice.  This obviously is figurate and is indicative of 
the coming of the Messiah.  He will be the “excellency of our God.”  Deserts typically 
are not known for their abundance of plant life; however, the time of the Messiah will be 
as if a desert could suddenly bring forth the glory of Lebanon, which was known for its 
beautiful cedar trees.  The world was a righteous desert and was filled with darkness.  It 
was desperately in need of a Savior.  Jesus’ coming was a wonderful bright spot in that 
time of spiritual darkness.  Those who are in need of a Savior are invited to come:  the 
weak, the fearful, the crippled; the Messiah is here to save. 
 
The blind, deaf, lame and dumb will all benefit physically from the Messiah’s journey 
here on Earth.  This prophecy was obviously fulfilled at the time of Christ as he helped 
all of these kinds of people.  This lends itself some credibility as who could have 
predicted, other than God, that these types of events would occur. 
 
Verse eight reads of a highway that will be there at these times.  The Messiah himself 
will create this highway.  When Jesus came and gave his life for us, he bridged the gap 
between holy God and unholy man.  It is only through him that we have access to the 
Father.  No one who is unclean can ever access that highway, nor will the redeemed be in 
any danger on that highway.  It will be perfectly safe, protected by the lamb.  Keep in 
mind that John the Baptist’s job was to “Prepare the way of the Lord; make straight in the 
desert a highway for our God.”  (Isaiah 40:3)  God wants to welcome his people on the 
highway of holiness.  Remember, it was God who sent Jesus to die.  He made the first 
move.  He loved us before we loved him.  It is up to us to respond to his gesture of grace 
and mercy.  If we trust and obey, we will be on that highway. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Isaiah Chapters Thirty-six and Thirty-seven:  Hezekiah’s Salvation from Assyria 
 
II Chronicles 32:32 reads:  “Now the rest of the acts of Hezekiah, and his goodness, 
indeed they are written in the vision of Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz, and in the 
book of the kings of Judah and Israel.”  It would appear that this is referring to chapters 
thirty-six through thirty-nine of Isaiah.  The fact that Isaiah would place these four 
chapters in his record should not be too hard to understand.  After all, so much of the 
prophecy that we have studied in the first thirty-five chapters had to do with Sennacherib 
and the Assyrian invasion.  It would be natural to want to print the actual historical 
account of the destruction of Sennacherib’s army (and later Sennacherib himself), so to 
show that all of the prophecies concerning this event did in fact occur just as the prophet 
had predicted.  The events that are recorded in these four chapters are also recorded in II 
Kings chapters eighteen through twenty as well as II Chronicles chapter thirty-two.  The 
record in II Kings is almost an identical record as is recorded in Isaiah, and is obviously 
penned from the same hand.  Although there are different theories as to why that is, the 
most likely reason is that Isaiah also wrote some of II Kings and could have easily written 
the section on Hezekiah.  The books of I & II Kings and I & II Chronicles would most 
likely have been compiled from many writers down through the years.  It was not 
uncommon for the prophets of the time to record the history of the current day and we 
have record of this occurring many times in the Old Testament. 
 
Sennacherib is on the warpath and he is making his way to Jerusalem.  He sends a 
Rabshakeh (Assyrian official) to give Hezekiah the opportunity to surrender.  In verse 
four, the Rabshakeh asks an interesting question:  “What confidence is this in which 
you trust?”    This official did not understand how this city thought that their fate would 
be any different from all of the other cities that Sennacherib had obliterated.  (If we live 
our lives like we are supposed to, we may be asked a similar question; let’s hope we are 
ready with an answer.  Unfortunately, this shows that the world has never understood that 
Jehovah is the only true God.  Not much has changed today.)  This Assyrian official also 
questioned how they could trust in their God when they had destroyed all of his high 
places (verse 7).  What the Assyrian did not know is that the destruction of the high 
places took place in order to preserve the true worship of God and was in accordance 
with his will. 
 
After mocking the Israelite army and their lack of (horse) riding skills (the Israelites were 
prohibited from having a cavalry under the Law of Moses (Deuteronomy  17:16), the 
Rabshakeh is requested by three of Hezekiah’s servants to speak in Aramaic so the 
people on the walls could not discern what the conversation was.  The result was loud 
discussion in Hebrew about the coming calamity on the city of Jerusalem.  This was done 
to cause a panic in the city and to try and undermine Hezekiah’s support as the king.  The 
Rabshakeh also made the mistake of blaspheming God and basically saying that he had 
no more power than any other God that man had developed and would not be any 
protection in a time of war.  Not to give away the ending, but he was wrong. 
 



 

 

Chapter thirty-seven starts with Hezekiah tearing his clothes in anger at the threatening of 
his people by the Rabshakeh.  Isaiah was consulted and he reassured Hezekiah that God 
was with him and that he should not fear Sennacherib and the Assyrian army.  Isaiah in 
verse seven prophecies that Sennacherib will hear a rumor and return to his land and will 
die by the sword in his own land.  This prophecy was fulfilled as we see in the last verse 
of this chapter.   
 
Once more Sennacherib sends word to Hezekiah to surrender or else.  When Hezekiah 
receives this correspondence from Sennacherib, he “went up to the house of the Lord, and 
spread it before the Lord.” (Isaiah 37:14)  What a wonderful solution to any problem.  
Hezekiah was obviously a God-fearing man and knew exactly where to turn to for a 
solution to the problem.  Don’t you wish the leaders of the world today would turn to 
God for the answers to life’s problems?  This would also be good for us to learn as well. 
 
After Hezekiah prayed to God for help, Isaiah comes with the answer from God.  
Sennacherib has raised his voice and blasphemed the Holy One of Israel (verse twenty-
three).  Although he thinks that he is very mighty, it is only because God has allowed him 
to be mighty.  In fact, God was controlling his moves all along (verse twenty-six).  In 
fact, the nations in which he conquered had little power (verse twenty-seven); they were 
easily dismayed and confused.  God will put a hook in the nose of Sennacherib 
(figuratively speaking) and lead him back to Assyria. 
 
Verse twenty-nine concludes God’s comments on Sennacherib and begins to address his 
remarks toward Hezekiah.  Although the land is decimated and will not produce much 
produce in the first two years (verse thirty), in year three, the land will produce and the 
Children of Israel will eat from the harvest.  The remnant will once again be saved and 
Sennacherib will not be allowed to come into the city of Jerusalem because God has 
decided to “defend this city, to save it for my own sake and for My servant David’s 
sake.” 
 
Verses thirty-six through thirty-eight record the history of what happened to Sennacherib 
and his army.  All of the prophecies have come true. 
 
 
 Isaiah Chapter Thirty-eight: Hezekiah’s Sickness and Prayer 
 
Isaiah tells Hezekiah that he is dying.  Hezekiah pleads with God to deliver him from his 
sickness.  God grants his request and he is given fifteen more years to live.  Hezekiah 
wants a sign that this in fact will come to pass.  God causes the shadow on the sundial to 
go backwards ten degrees to show Hezekiah that God is in fact behind the promise that he 
shall live fifteen more years and that he should go up to the house of the Lord on the third 
day (See also II Kings 20:8).  Isaiah then records Hezekiah’ writing (psalm) after he is 
cured from his illness.  It is a song of praise, worship and gratitude.  This is another good 
example for us especially when we realize that God has answered our prayers. 



 

 

Isaiah Chapter Thirty-nine: Hezekiah’s Sin 
 
The king of Babylon has heard of Hezekiah’s sickness and sudden recovery.  He sends 
letters and a present to Hezekiah and pays him a visit.  Hezekiah was pleased with the 
visit and in his pride, showed the Babylonian king all of the treasures of Israel.  An 
interesting aspect of this story is that Babylon is currently (in the times of Hezekiah) 
under Assyria’s control.  Why do they have a king?  There is a wide array of opinions out 
there, but no one really knows for sure.  It is possible that uprisings occurred during the 
dominion of the Assyrians and a king arose out of that uprising.  Not necessarily an 
important part of the story, but interesting to speculate. 
 
Isaiah comes to Hezekiah and asks him who the men where and what he has done.  
Hezekiah must have realized that he should not have shown this king all of Israel’s 
treasure, but he answers the prophet honestly.  What a good lesson for us.  When we sin, 
the best thing to do is just admit it.  Sometimes all we need to do is admit it to God; at 
other times we need to confess our sins before men.  We create more of a hassle for 
ourselves when we try to hide our sins.  The healing begins much quicker if we are 
honest with God and ourselves. 
 
The punishment has been handed down; Babylon will carry away the treasures of Judah.  
Hezekiah’s sons will be eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon.  Hezekiah knows 
that God is a just God so he makes no attempt to argue on his behalf. 
 
 
Isaiah Chapter Forty and Forty-one:  Comfort will come because of Israel’s 
Deliverance and God’s Character and Greatness 
 
Isaiah, chapter forty, begins the second half of the book of Isaiah.  The first thirty-nine 
chapters are filled with woes and impending judgment.  The second half of the book is 
filled with forgiveness, hope and deliverance.  The first half deals with sin, the second 
half deals with the Savior.  The last twenty-seven chapters do not refer a great deal to the 
sins of the people, like the first thirty-nine chapters.  These chapters were written for the 
time that the Children of Israel were in captivity; therefore, there would be no need to 
prophecy of impending judgment.  They were experiencing the punishment for their sins 
on a daily basis.  As we study the final twenty-seven chapters of this book, notice how 
the tone has softened immensely.  God is no longer angry with his people.  It is time to 
deliver them from bondage.  Deliverance from bondage will come in two forms:  
deliverance from the Babylonian captivity back to the promised land, and deliverance 
from sin by the atonement of the Messiah, which in turn, will get us to the promised land.  
Both aspects of deliverance are covered in detail over the next twenty-seven chapters.  At 
times, it will seem that Isaiah is going back and forth between the two deliverances 
frequently.  However, most of the prophecies that are contained in these chapters can be 
easily be fulfilled by both events, because they are so closely tied together.  It may be 
safely said that the return of the Children of Israel from the Babylonian captivity is a type  



 

 

Isaiah Chapter Forty and Forty-one:  Comfort will come because of Israel’s 
Deliverance and God’s Character and Greatness (continued) 
 
or shadow of our rescue from the captivity of sin.  Both rescues required God to intervene 
or his people would have been destroyed.  Isaiah is most likely reaching the end of his 
life and is suffering in the days of King Manasseh, a bad king who had undone all the 
good that King Hezekiah had accomplished.  This must have been very demoralizing for 
the prophet as his influence was very important in the life of King Hezekiah.  Talmudic 
tradition reads that his persecutors sawed him in two during the reign of King Manasseh 
(see Hebrews 11:37).  The last twenty-seven chapters constitute one prophecy.  This is 
unlike the first half, which is a collection of many separate prophecies. 
 
The last twenty-seven chapters of Isaiah are extremely important chapters, especially in 
proving to those outside the body, that Jesus was the Son of God and was sent by God 
himself to atone the sins of the world.  There is no way that a mortal could have penned 
the last half of this book without the help from God.  The predictions are too specific; 
history unfolds itself just like Isaiah said it was going to happen.  The mathematical 
probability that Isaiah just happened to get it all right is to mind boggling to imagine.  
Therefore, let us examine this text with wonder and amazement as we contemplate the 
greatness of our God. 
 
Chapter forty starts with a message that is a theme for the rest of the book:  “Comfort, 
yes, comfort my people!”  The children of Israel are in captivity and they are starting to 
get discouraged.  From the book of Jeremiah and history books outside the Bible, we read 
that the Children of Israel were allowed to live together in Babylon and have their own 
farms and villages.  For further Bible reading on life in captivity, the book of Jeremiah is 
an excellent resource, especially Jeremiah 29: 4-11.  However, life was still not the same 
and the people longed to return to the Canaan land (see Psalms 137: 1-6 (known as the 
captivity psalm)).  God’s anger had been appeased and the time had come for deliverance 
from captivity.  Jerusalem’s warfare is ended and her iniquity is pardoned (verse two). 
 
Verses three through five are excellent examples of Isaiah prophecies that have more than 
one fulfillment.  The way home from captivity needs to be prepared.  There is a vast 
wilderness that lies between the country of Babylon and the Canaan land.  Someone 
needs to go before the Children of Israel and smooth out the rough edges, flatten the hills 
and straighten the crooked places.  God himself will prepare a passage for his people.  It 
was very common, especially among eastern monarchs; to send a group ahead to help 
ensure that the way traveled was passable.  They would be responsible for making road 
improvements or whatever was needed to allow their king to travel unobstructed. 
 
God also sent a person ahead of the Messiah to pave the way for him and to try and 
smooth out the rough edges of the Children of Israel’s attitudes.  This man who was sent 
ahead was John the Baptist (see Matthew 3:3).  Matthew quotes Isaiah 40:3 to show that  



 

 

Isaiah Chapter Forty and Forty-one:  Comfort will come because of Israel’s 
Deliverance and God’s Character and Greatness (continued) 
 
John the Baptist was in fact, sent by God himself.  John’s preaching and teaching was 
very instrumental in some obeying Jesus when he presented himself for public ministry.  
 
Although God had promised delivery from the Babylonian captivity, how could this be?  
The Babylonians were extremely powerful and the city was fortified well.  It would have 
been easy to start thinking that possibly, not even God could get them out of this mess.  
God spends the rest of chapter forty and chapter forty-one explaining just exactly how 
and why he can deliver them.  He will deliver them because of his tremendous strength 
and greatness.  All the other Gods (idols) do not have the same power as the God 
Jehovah. 
 
Do not be afraid, those who are in captivity.  The Lord is coming with a strong hand to 
make recompense.  Although he will punish the oppressor, he will be gentle with his 
people (verse 11).  He will feed his flock like a shepherd and gather his lambs together to 
him gently.  How can God deliver?  It is because he can gather all the waters of the earth 
in the palm of his hand.  He knows how much the dust of the earth weighs and also all the 
mountains and hills.  Therefore any nation that rises up is like a drop in a bucket or the 
dust that sits on a scale.  It just doesn’t matter all that much. 
 
“To whom then will you liken God?”  How can you make an idol in the likeness of God?  
His appearance is too grand; his presence is too awesome to ever construct an image 
made by human hands that would even do God justice.  That is one reason why it is very 
offensive to try; you are abasing God by even making an attempt at this.  Although it may 
be made with the most precious metals the earth has to offer, it will still fail miserably.  
The children of Israel were often swayed by the idols of their neighbors.  God reminds 
them that he has no equal (verse 25).  Therefore do not be discouraged that God does not 
hear the cries of sorrow from captivity; he will deliver. 
 
Chapter forty ends with a beautiful verse and one that should be committed to memory.  
“But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up 
with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not 
faint”.  What an amazing way to put it.  Those who are in captivity need only to be 
patient.  God will deliver them shortly.  It is also important to realize that this message is 
intended for us as well.  We are going to experience trials and temptations while on this 
earth.  Do not become discouraged; God is powerful enough to deliver you and you only 
need to be patient.  The Children of Israel were going to need a lot of strength on their 
journey and they received it from God.  We also need a lot of strength on our journey as 
well.  If we wait on the Lord, he has promised us that we will receive strength.  It only 
makes sense since God did everything that he could to deliver his people from the 
Babylonian captivity, that he will do whatever he needs to do to deliver us from the 
captivity of sin.  How very sad is it that the world does not see themselves in captivity. 



 

 

Isaiah Chapter Forty and Forty-one:  Comfort will come because of Israel’s 
Deliverance and God’s Character and Greatness (continued) 
 
It is interesting to note that not all of the Children of Israel came home from captivity.  
There were those that thought that life in Babylon under the Medes and the Persians was 
not all that bad.  After all, they had their own homes, their own farms, they could sustain 
their own families; what else do you need?  They missed the fact that the country of 
Babylon was not their home; it was only temporary.  It is unfortunate that the same 
situation exists today in the present world.  Many people are very comfortable in today’s 
standard of living.  We have food to eat, homes to live in, cars to drive and usually have 
extra for non-essential items.  Although we are truly blessed by God and should give him 
continual thanks for this bounty, we must never forget that we are not home, yet.  
Although those of us who are in a saved relationship with Jesus Christ are no longer in 
captivity, we are still sojourning in a land that is not our home.  It is amazing to think 
about how the Children of Israel must have felt to be back in the Canaan land.  It is also 
wonderful to think how we will feel when we reach our final destination.  
 
Chapter forty-one deals only with the greatness of God.  Comfort will come to all those 
in captivity because of the greatness of God.  There are no enemies who have a chance in 
defying the one, true God; he will always prevail. 
 
Isaiah 41:2 reads: “Who raised up one from the east?”  Who that refers to is cause for 
debate among bible scholars.  As far as I can determine, there is almost an even split as to 
whether this refers to Abraham or this refers to Cyrus; although some have tried to argue 
that this is a prophecy of the Messiah.  We will examine the interpretations of both: 
 

• Abraham:  He was called from the east to the Canaan land and proceeded to drive 
out its inhabitants (or some of them).  This was to show the Children of Israel that 
if he raised Abraham up, he could do the same for them.  However, there are a 
few problems with this.  The land of Chaldea where Abraham came from is 
always referred to as being in the north in the scriptures.  Also, we do not even get 
the slightest hint that Abraham was a military man.  The only time that the 
scriptures record that he engaged in a battle is when Lot and his family were taken 
prisoner. 

 
• Cyrus:  The king of Persia comes from the east subduing nations in his path.  He 

will ultimately free the Children of Israel from their captivity after he conquers 
Babylon.  Persia, on the other hand, is always referred to as being in the east.  
Isaiah 46:11 refers to Cyrus as a “bird of prey from the east”.  These passages also 
fit the character of Cyrus.  He was a military man and did in fact subdue nations 
in his path.  This also fits the pattern of the last chapter and the theme of the next 
few chapters.  However, the one difficulty in this interpretation is that it seems to 
refer to this man as righteous, especially if you are reading the old King James 
translation.  However, the word righteous (ness) here does not necessarily mean 



 

 

that the person being referred to here was a pious worshipper of the one true God.  
It can mean that the acts being performed were just or righteous.  Cyrus was 
acting justly by allowing the Children of Israel to go back to their homeland to 
rebuild their place of worship, their temple.  Also, history records that Cyrus was 
a great leader who was celebrated for his fair and honest methods of ruling the 
people and his generosity and humanity.  This was certainly not the norm for 
world rulers in that era.  In my opinion, although it can certainly be supported that 
this passage is referring to either one, the man being referred to in verse two is 
Cyrus, monarch of Persia. 

 
Irregardless of the intended target of this prophecy, GOD is going to be the one that calls 
this person from the east.  He is behind it and will ensure that it comes to pass.  It is He 
that called the generations from the beginning (verse 4).  The idolatrous nations of the 
world will band together to defeat this one whom God has raised (verse 6).  They will 
encourage the production of more idols (verse 7) in order to appease their Gods, so in 
turn, protection will be provided from this man from the east. 
 
However, the God Jehovah has chosen the Children of Israel to be his people and has not 
cast them aside (verses eight and nine).  Verse ten is a beautiful verse of comfort from 
God for his people.  “Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your 
God.  I will strengthen you, yes I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous 
right hand.”  This is pretty remarkable for God to tell his people after the stubbornness 
and the evil that has came from them over the last few hundred years.  However, God still 
desires to make them his.  This is a beautiful verse that gives us some insight as to how 
very much God loves us.  He has promised to uphold us with his righteous right hand if 
we will just believe and obey his word. 
 
God tells of his great power, in that he can provide water to the poor, he can make a river 
flow in a desolate area, he can plant trees in the wilderness and other misc. items that 
could only be done by God (verses 17 through 20).  All idols (or worshippers of idols) are 
invited to argue their case before the Lord.  Can they predict world events?  Can they 
explain the former events of the world and the significance of each?  No, they are 
nothing. 
 
God, through Isaiah the prophet, gives a prediction in verse 25 to show that he is the true 
God.  For he will raise up someone from the north to conquer.  This is still referring to 
Cyrus, even though earlier he is probably referred to as the man from the east.  They are 
both correct.  Although Cyrus was from Persia (in the east), he teamed up with the Medes 
to conquer Babylon.  The kingdom of Media was to the north and northeast of Babylon.  
It was from Media that he attacked Babylon.  No mere mortal would have ever been able 
to predict this future event.  This distinguished the one true God from all of men’s idols.  
This concept is all summed up in the last verse of this chapter.  “Indeed they (the idols) 
are all worthless; their works are nothing; their molded images are wind and confusion” 
 



 

 

Isaiah Chapter Forty-two:  Comfort Because of God’s Servant (the Messiah) 
 
Although Cyrus will be a great world leader and will ultimately allow the Children of 
Israel to return to their homeland, one that is greater is coming.  Keep in mind that the 
entire second half of Isaiah is one prophecy; therefore the same theme runs throughout 
this section of the text.  The Children of Israel were looking forward to their deliverance 
from captivity.  In the previous two chapters, the main character was Cyrus and his 
deliverance from the east, with an occasional mention of the Messiah.  In chapter forty-
two, Cyrus is forgotten and the Messiah takes the stage exclusively.  Here, the Children 
of Israel are promised deliverance from the ultimate captivity:  sin.  Not only will they 
have this opportunity, but the heathen nations as well.  We know that this prophecy refers 
to the Messiah for several reasons.  The first reason is that the characteristics of the 
servant as noted in these four verses describe the character of Jesus.  The second reason is 
because Matthew, in his gospel, says that it refers to him (Matthew 12:18-21).  There is 
little dispute that this chapter refers to the Messiah. 
 
The first four verses give us an insight of the character of the Messiah; and there are 
several aspects of his character that are worthy of note. 
 

• He is God’s servant.  Although he was the savior of mankind, he was still 
obedient unto his father. 

• He was chosen by God for this mission 
• God will give him the Holy Spirit without measure (see John 3:34). 
• He will bring forth justice to the heathen nations. 
• He will not loudly promote himself. 
• He will be extremely gentle with the weak and downtrodden. 
• He will not be discouraged or fail to accomplish his mission. 

 
There can be little doubt after reading those characteristics that Isaiah is referring to the 
Messiah.  I especially like verse three.  There are not many weaker things than a stalk of a 
plant that is about to fall or a wick that is about ready to be extinguished.  Both of these 
need only the slightest bit of wind, and they are done.  Jesus is able to take a bruised reed 
and make it a mighty plant.  Jesus is able to take a smoldering wick and make it a brightly 
shining light that fills the room.  That is the kind of person he was.  I think of the 
Samaritan woman at the well.  She obviously was not considered very successful in life.  
She had been loved and left, a story of heartbreak and broken loyalties.  You don’t find 
her in John, chapter four on top of the world.  But after she met the Messiah, she was 
telling all those who would listen about her newfound friend.  What a change after just 
one conversation. 
 
Starting in verse five, God directs his address to the Messiah himself.  God will take him 
by the hand (metaphorically speaking) and lead you where you ought to go.  This was 
important to show the Jews that their future Messiah would be protected and directed by 



 

 

Isaiah Chapter Forty-two:  Comfort Because of God’s Servant (the Messiah) 
continued 
 
God himself.  “I will keep you and give you as a covenant to the people”.  God gave his 
son to be the covenant between God and us.  If you are in a saved relationship with Christ 
Jesus, then you have a covenant with God, through Jesus.  God has promised access to 
him if you accept his son and are obedient to him. 
 
Those that are not in a saved relationship with Jesus are basically still in captivity.  Verse 
seven describes the Messiah as releasing prisoners from a prison.  Isn’t it sad to note that 
so many in the world today are in spiritual prison?  They have been offered the key but 
have refused to leave their prison cell.  After all, the prison cell is not all that 
uncomfortable.  It has cable TV and a nice couch.  There are way to many people today 
who have accepted their prison cell because they have no idea the wonderful life that 
awaits them outside of prison.  Hopefully, we will get the chance to let them know. 
 
“I am the Lord (Jehovah), that is my name.”  There is simply no other like him.  We 
know he is the only true God because the things that he has said have come to pass (like 
the rise of Cyrus).  Before Cyrus was even alive, it was foretold that he would come to 
the Children of Israel’s aid. 
 
Verse ten of this chapter begins a new line of thinking.  It is a call to the world to accept 
this Messiah and to heed his words.  The Lord has graciously sent him and the nations of 
the world should rejoice at his coming.  God has certainly held his peace for a long time 
(verse 14) and has not utterly destroyed his people or the idolatrous gentiles, when 
certainly he had every right to do so.  However, when the Messiah comes, all people will 
be commanded to follow the Messiah or they will not be acceptable before God.  For 
those who have been (spiritually) blind, the Messiah will bring sight (verse 16).  Until the 
Messiah came, mankind (for the most part) did not understand the plan of God or his 
nature.  God revealed himself through Christ as well as his plan for the salvation of 
mankind. 
 
Although God calls on the Gentiles to hear his word (verse 17 and 18) and calls them 
deaf and blind, he reminds his servants (the Children of Israel) in verse 19 that they are 
also blind and deaf.  He admonishes his people as well as his messenger, which probably 
refers to the religious leaders of the people (priests, scribes and Pharisees). 
 
“Who among you will give ear to this?”  This question needs to be asked of all men.  Will 
you heed to the teachings of the Messiah?  God, over and over, proved to his people that 
he means what he says.  It was God that gave Jacob over to be plundered.  If God did that 
to his own chosen people because of their disobedience, then what do you think will 
happen to us today if we disobey God and do not accept his son?  Although we are not 
yet to the end of time, my guess is that it will not be accepted.  I don’t think we want to 
take the chance. 



 

 

Isaiah Chapters Forty-three and Forty-four:  Comfort Due to Israel’s Restoration 
 
Isaiah continues the same line of thinking in these two chapters as was previously started 
in the prior three chapters.  Israel’s deliverance is a sure thing.  God will be their 
protector and ensure their safe passage home from Babylon.  He also continues his 
passionate plea to not trust in idols, but only in the one true God, Jehovah.   
 
The word redeemed (Hebrew word gaul) in verse one of Isaiah, chapter 43, means “to 
redeem, to ransom by means of a price, or a valuable consideration, as of captives taken 
in war; or to redeem a farm that was sold, by paying back the price”.  In other words, 
there was consideration made on their behalf to save them from harm.  Many 
Babylonians will lose their lives on behalf of God saving them from captivity.  This was 
the price paid by God for them.  Verse three reads, “I gave Egypt for your ransom”.  God 
destroyed the Egyptian army to deliver his people; thus, the price was paid.  Verse four 
reads, “Since you were precious in My sight, you have been honored, and I have loved 
you:  Therefore, I will give men for you and people for your life”.  Over and over in the 
scriptures we see this concept of redemption.  Most of the time this word is used (or form 
of the word); there is a price that is paid for redemption.  Obviously, the ultimate 
redemption is the overall redemption of mankind by God.  There was definitely a price 
paid on our behalf.  The price for our sins was the blood of one who was perfect, one who 
would be deemed acceptable by the Father.  This was his only son, the Messiah, Jesus 
Christ.  It was certainly upsetting to God to see his people forget that they were bought 
and paid for over and over again.  It must be upsetting to God today to see people forget 
that the ultimate price was paid for them.  May we never forget! 
 
Verses five through nine deals with the return to the Promised Land by Jews from all 
over the Earth.  The Babylonian captivity had scattered the remaining Jews left in the 
world.  Most of the Jews that were not carried into captivity, fled to other countries.  
Whether they went east, west, north or south, God will call his people home.  Only God 
could have made a prediction like this (verse 9), only God is able to see future events and 
predict them accurately every time.  An idol can certainly not perform this function. 
 
“You are my witnesses”, says the Lord.   The Children of Israel would have had 
firsthand knowledge of the abilities of God.  He told them what was going to happen 
before it actually happened.  This ability to foretell the future proved that he was the only 
God of the universe.  The least they could do was to be his witness to the world.  No idol 
has this ability; therefore, he must be the only true God.  He saved, protected, and 
provided for them throughout their history.  What an excellent story to tell to the world.   
We are also his witnesses.  We should be proclaiming to the world what God has done for 
us.  We have firsthand knowledge of his power and his ability to save.  We have firsthand 
knowledge of the Holy Spirit that has come to reside in our heart.  The good news is 
certainly in our hands. 
 



 

 

Isaiah Chapters Forty-three and Forty-four:  Comfort Due to Israel’s Restoration 
(continued) 
 
God reminds his people in verses sixteen and seventeen of chapter forty-three that he had 
already provided a way in the sea for their deliverance.  This, most likely, is referring to 
the time where God parted the Red Sea and delivered the Children of Israel from the 
hands of the invading Egyptian army.  Although that was a great event and proved God’s 
love for his people, he is now ready to show them a new deliverance.  Instead of passage 
through a sea, he will now provide passage through the wilderness:  passage home from 
captivity in Babylon.  Although his people are certainly not deserving of this deliverance 
(verses 22 through 24), he will come through for them. 
 
God certainly was not required to redeem his people; nor was he required to design a plan 
of salvation for the world.  He blots out our transgressions for “his own sake” (verse 25).  
It is certainly not earned on our part.  Although there are things that we have to do in 
order to be acceptable in the eyes of our maker, it is truly his choice to allow us access to 
him through his son. 
 
Isaiah describes what God is going to do for his people returning from captivity.  He will 
provide for their physical needs by supplying water for their journey; but, more 
importantly, he will provide for their spiritual needs by pouring out his spirit and 
blessings on their descendants (Isaiah 44:3).  The spirit was, in fact, poured out on their 
descendants on the Day of Pentecost, and he certainly has blessed their descendants many 
times over. 
 
In verses six through nineteen, God proves to his people his status as the one true God, 
and also shows the absolute absurdity of idols.  “Who can proclaim as I do?”  Can an idol 
set the order of future events?  It is God who appointed the ancient rulers to their thrones.  
It is he who controls the events of the future (verse seven).  Starting in verse nine, Isaiah 
takes a very sarcastic look at the power and the absurdity of idols.  Who would actually 
make an image out of gold and think that it could do anything?  Isaiah details the making 
of an idol and the instruments used to construct them.  He sarcastically notes that the 
same material (wood) used to create heat to warm them or for preparing food is also used 
to create idols.  An idol worshipper does not even consider the thought that his idol has 
no power.  He or she is so blinded with the desire to create his or her own idol that all 
rational thought is lost.  Isaiah ends these two chapters with continued evidence that God 
is the one true God.  He has formed them from the womb.  Who else could have predicted 
the fall of Jerusalem?  Who else could have named the very deliverer of Jerusalem from 
captivity (Cyrus)?  Who could have predicted that this Cyrus, who was commissioned by 
God to deliver the Children of Israel out of captivity, would arrange for the temple to be 
rebuilt and the walls around Jerusalem as well?  Clearly this was not the work of a human 
(or an idol); it was the work of God.  This was the work of someone who holds the fate of 
people and of nations in the palm of his hand.  Not a single prediction in this book was 
missed.  Simply said, the writings of Isaiah are clear evidence of the existence of God! 



 

 

Isaiah Chapters Forty-five through Forty-eight:  Comfort because of Cyrus and the 
Destruction of Babylon as well as Israel’s Deliverance 
 
Isaiah 44:28 introduces the next few chapters of Isaiah.  Cyrus, monarch of Persia, will be 
an instrument of God in accomplishing his mission of freeing the Children of Israel.  God 
will be holding his right hand as he makes his way to Babylon.  The rough edges will be 
smoothed, the exalted places will be leveled: all to accomplish God’s will.  Isaiah 45:1 
predicts that the doors will be opened and the gates will not be closed.  This indeed did 
happen in the invasion of Babylon.  When Cyrus took Babylon, the gates within the city, 
which led from the streets to the river, were left open.  The city was not only enclosed 
with walls, but there were inner walls on each side of the river Euphrates.  This would 
allow for additional protection as well as give the inhabitants of Babylon much needed 
access to the river.  If these inner gates would have been shut, the Babylonians could 
have very well completely destroyed the Persian army, as they would have been trapped 
in the bed of the river.  God is the only one that could have predicated that such a 
circumstance would happen, a hundred and fifty years before it occurred.  Cyrus will also 
be privy to hidden treasures, the secret locations of these to be given to him by God.  All 
this is to be done for the benefit of Jacob (verse 4) and so that all nations of the earth may 
know that the God of Israel is the one and only God of the universe (verse6).  This 
thought is continued in verse thirteen as Isaiah notes again that Cyrus will cause his city 
to be rebuilt and will free the exiles without being paid for their release. 
 
Verse eight of chapter forty-five is one of those verses that could have fulfillment in 
Cyrus or Christ (or both).  When Cyrus allows the Children of Israel to return to the 
Promised Land, a spiritual revival will take place.  Righteousness will be poured down 
from heaven as the temple worship is restored.  This also could be easily applied to the 
coming of the Messiah.  Righteousness will certainly be rained down from above as 
Christ is given up by his father. God hath certainly created both scenarios and his used by 
Cyrus and his son to accomplish his will.  See also Psalm 85:11-12. 
 
God (Jehovah) is the creator of the universe; it is certainly not our place to second-guess 
his decisions.  Doing this is likened unto a piece of pottery second-guessing the artist who 
has formed it.  However, we see many who like to criticize God for his creation and the 
order that has been set on the Earth.  Paul uses Isaiah 45:9 in his letter to the brethren in 
Rome (Romans 9:20-21). 
 
Subsequent to the returning of the Children of Israel to the Promised Land, there will be 
great prosperity; not only in the return of wealth, but in the realization by many a heathen 
that the God of Israel is the only true God.  This seems to be the gist of verse fourteen.  
The pronoun “you” no longer refers to Cyrus, as this would not match the history of the 
Persian Empire.  Cambyses, Cyrus’ son was the conqueror of Egypt and Ethiopia.  We 
have no record of Cyrus ever dealing with these nations.  Plus, this verse seems to deal 
with more of a spiritual matter than a physical matter.  This could very well be a 



 

 

Isaiah Chapters Forty-five through Forty-eight:  Comfort because of Cyrus and the 
Destruction of Babylon as well as Israel’s Deliverance (continued) 
 
prophecy that is fulfilled in the Gentiles being added to the church.  Certainly, there were 
Christian converts from many of the heathen nations.  See also Psalm 68:31.  God’s ways 
are sometimes hidden from man (verse 15) and especially to the heathen in the world.  
However, all of them will end up in shame as they realize that their idols do not match up 
with a living God.  This is one thing that followers of Jehovah will never have to worry 
about.  We have been saved with an everlasting salvation (verse 17).  We will never be 
sorry that we accepted his ways; we will never be ashamed that we decided to name his 
name.  Only the heathen world and their idol worship will have cause to be ashamed. 
 
World religions are often based on the private interpretations of one person.  Such is the 
case with Islam, the Mormon faith and many others.  Contrast that with 
Judaism/Christianity where all things are performed in the open for mankind to see.  Only 
truth can be so bold.  God did not leave himself without witness (Acts 14:17); he doesn’t 
need to; all things are open for inspection.  If Christianity were based on anything but the 
truth, we could not allow man to know the true origin of our God; we would have to keep 
several things in strict secrecy. 
 
Isaiah ends the forty-fifth chapter with a universal call to all people of the earth to accept 
Jehovah as the one true God.  How wonderful that God extends that invitation to 
everyone.  The most wicked heathen who is lost in the worship of idolatry can denounce 
his idols and be a joint heir with the Messiah and God the Father.  Isaiah puts his 
invitation into beautiful words and makes it very plain.  He has sworn this invitation to be 
true (verse 23).  Basically, God has promised that he will not go back on his promise.  
Based on his character and his past record of delivering his people, I choose to believe 
him.  I hope you have too. 
 
Isaiah chapter forty-six deals exclusively with the argument that the worship of idols is 
pointless; therefore, all should worship the one true God, the God who had protected his 
people over and over again.  Bel, as is mentioned in the first verse of chapter forty-six is 
the same as Baal, which is mentioned often as an idol god in the scriptures.  It was very 
common to use the names of the divinities that were worshipped in human names; 
therefore, there were names such as Bel-shazzar, Bel-teshazzar, Baal-zebub and Baal-
Gad.  According to the Apocryphal book, Bel and the Dragon, Bel was cast down by 
Cyrus.  Nebo, which was another idol God of the Babylonians, is what Nebuchadnezzar 
is named after.  The whole point of verses one and two is to show that these gods, Baal 
and Nebo, would not be able to save themselves, let alone deliver their people in a time 
of invasion.  They would be carried away on the back of beasts and would go into 
captivity.  Contrast that with the deliverance that was afforded the Children of Israel 
during the invasion of Sennacherib. 
 



 

 

Isaiah Chapters Forty-five through Forty-eight:  Comfort because of Cyrus and the 
Destruction of Babylon as well as Israel’s Deliverance (continued) 
 
How long will God care for his people?  He will uphold his people from the womb (verse 
three) to the grave (verse four).  There is no period of time on this earth where God’s 
people will not be under his protection.  It is easy to see by reading verses three and four 
that God works hard for his people.  Just look at the verbs that are used by Isaiah in these 
two verses: 
 

• Upheld (borne in OKJ) from the Hebrew word amas, which means, “to load, that 
is, impose a burden - be borne, (heavy) burden (self), lade, load, put.”  (Strongs) 

• Carried from the Hebrew word nasah meaning to lift. 
• Carry from the Hebrew word sabal meaning “to carry or to be burdensome; 

specifically to be gravid: - bear, be a burden, carry, strong to labour.”  (Strongs) 
• Bear from nasah (see above), 
• Deliver from the Hebrew word malaṭ meaning, “to be smooth, that is, (by 

implication) to escape (as if by slipperiness); causatively to release or rescue.”  
(Strongs) 

We are taught over and over in the Bible that a workman is worthy of his wages.  If God 
has worked this hard for his people, we should be making sure that he receives his wages 
(see Romans 12:1).  It really is our reasonable (which is from the Greek word logikos 
which means rational or logical) service to God that we give ourselves completely to him. 
 
Contrast how hard God works for his people to what an idol does.  It just sits there (verse 
7).  It cannot move or assist the people that worship it.  It is simply materials (albeit 
precious materials) that have been formed by man.  God’s people should always 
remember the difference (verses 8-10) that he has delivered his people where the idols of 
men have failed to deliver their peoples. 
 
In Isaiah 46:11, Isaiah refers to Cyrus as a “bird of prey from the east”.  He will deliver 
(by the power of God) Israel’s deliverance from Babylon and the destruction of their 
idols.  This is God’s counsel (or plan) that Cyrus be the one to complete this mission 
from God.  It is interesting to note that history tells us that Cyrus’ symbol that he used 
was a golden eagle on top of a high spear.  This was his seal, which became a trademark 
of all the kings of Persia. 
 
God righteousness is near; it is around the corner.  Cyrus will be there shortly and 
subsequently; Jerusalem will be rebuilt for his people, which he glories in.  These are  
 
 



 

 

Isaiah Chapters Forty-five through Forty-eight:  Comfort because of Cyrus and the 
Destruction of Babylon as well as Israel’s Deliverance (continued) 
  
great words of comfort to end the forty-sixth chapter.  We must always remember that 
God’s righteousness is near for us as well.  No one knows the time of his or her 
departure.  The time that salvation will be in place in New Jerusalem may be nearer than 
we think. 
 
Chapter forty-seven describes the pronouncement of judgment upon Babylon and the 
related sins that were committed by the Chaldeans to bring on this judgment.  The 
metaphor of a young virgin is used to show the status of Babylon, before and after her 
time of greatness.  Although Babylon has been thought of as great (tender and delicate) 
nation, a time of shame and hard work is coming for her.  The young virgin will be made 
to sit in the dust (or ground) without a throne to rule from.  “Sitting in the dust” is often 
used in the Bible to denote shame (see the book of Job).  The young virgin is instructed to 
perform menial tasks in verse two; certainly, not the work of royalty, but rather the work 
of the lowest classes of society or slaves.  The veil is removed, nakedness is shown; the 
once proud royal mistress is now nothing more than a common worker or slave.  The 
virgin is then instructed to sit in silence and in the dark (verse 5).  All of these analogies 
are meant to show the shame of this young lady who was once so important, now is 
relegated to the lowest classes of mankind.  Of course, the metaphor is meant to show the 
absolute shame of the Babylonian people after King Cyrus of Persia took them.  The once 
proud superpower of the world would never again recover her greatness.  She would be 
stripped bare and would eventually become a desolate place.  There is even some 
disagreement among scholars about the true whereabouts of this once magnificent city.  
Babylon was completely destroyed (eventually) from the face of the earth.  (by the way, 
this is a type or shadow of the eventual destruction of the spiritual Babylon in the world 
when the Messiah makes his second appearance in the clouds) 
 
Why did this happen?  Why did God destroy such a great nation?  The answer is in the 
last ten verses of chapter forty-seven.  The reasons for this great destruction are as 
follows: 

1. God was angry with his people.  God used the Chaldeans to satisfy his purpose:  
to show the Children of Israel that he was the one true God.  (verse 6) 

2. The Chaldeans showed no mercy to the Children of Israel.  (verse 6) 
3. With pride in Babylon’s heart, they assumed that Babylon would always be a 

world power, so they never considered kind treatment of their prisoners.  (verse 7) 
4. Babylon was given to excess pleasure because of pride.  (verse 8) 
5. Babylon was given over to a “multitude of sorceries and an abundance of 

enchantments” in which great trust was placed in the individuals who practiced 



 

 

Isaiah Chapters Forty-five through Forty-eight:  Comfort because of Cyrus and the 
Destruction of Babylon as well as Israel’s Deliverance (continued) 
 
such heresies (verse 9).  Babylon was so wholly given over to these practices that they 
could not seem to make decisions without the help of astrologers, etc.  Verse thirteen puts 
it well:  “You are wearied in the multitude of counsels.” 
 
Isaiah 47:9 makes a very bold prediction.  Not only will Babylon, the great city, be 
destroyed, it will happen in one night.  If God himself were not making this prediction, 
the very thought of this would be absolutely ridiculous.  There is no way the city of 
Babylon would ever be destroyed in less than one year, let alone one night.  However, we 
know from reading in Daniel that this in fact did come to pass.  It is absolutely impossible 
for a man to be able to have predicted such an event.  Once again, Isaiah shows who the 
true source of these prophecies really is. 
 
The judgment of Babylon is certain.  It cannot be changed.  Verse fifteen of chapter forty-
seven puts it well:  No one shall save you.  (end of discussion) 
 
Although the Children of Israel considered themselves to be the children of God and were 
quick to call on the name of the Lord in times of trouble, they did not call on his name in 
truth or in righteousness.  Because they were stubborn and obstinate, God was forced to 
prove himself over and over again.  It wasn’t enough to bring them out of the land of 
Egypt.  It wasn’t enough to protect them in the wilderness or deliver enemies into their 
hands time and time again.  They were constantly in need of a new sign or they would 
have given the credit for their success to idols, and not God.  Thus, God made prediction 
after prediction and watched as the Children of Israel saw his power and glory as he was 
right every time.  This is the theme of the first eleven verses of chapter forty-eight.  
Because of their hard-heartedness, the plight of God was convincing his people that he 
can deliver them again, just like he did time and time before. 
 
Isaiah then reminds them that God is now making a new prediction through him.  The 
Children of Israel will be delivered from captivity.  Not because they have earned it; but, 
rather that God’s name would be praised.  He is doing this for his benefit, that the nations 
of the world will know that he is God; there is no other.  It was God that laid the 
foundations of the earth.  It was God that had protected them all along, and he is simply 
not willing to share that glory with any other being. 
 
Starting in verse fourteen of Chapter forty-eight, Isaiah summarizes the last four chapters.  
Gather around and hear this great prediction from God.  Cyrus will “do his pleasure on 
Babylon” (verse 14) and his arm will be against the Chaldean people.  God himself has 
called this man to perform this task:  a task that will cause his people to be freed from 
captivity.  Isaiah assures the people in verse sixteen that the Lord God and his Spirit have 
sent him to proclaim this message.  It is interesting to note that the Hebrew verb after 



 

 

Isaiah Chapters Forty-five through Forty-eight:  Comfort because of Cyrus and the 
Destruction of Babylon as well as Israel’s Deliverance (continued) 
 
Lord God and his Spirit is singular (see Genesis 1:1).  Although there are separate distinct 
parts of God, they are all in unison together as one. 
 
Isaiah 48:17-19 shows the true compassion of God.  He did not want his people to be in 
captivity or suffer any calamities.  He longed for them to be obedient so that he could 
bless them more abundantly.  They would not have been a people of war; they would 
have had “peace….like a river.”  Their blessings could have been never ending, just like 
the waves of the sea.  And most importantly, they would have been a mighty people, both 
in number, in strength and in world prominence.  Contrast that with the small remnant of 
Jews that came home from the Babylonian captivity.  Truly, their sin cost them a great 
price.  Similar to the price we will pay if we do not repent of our sins.  The cost is truly 
high.  Similar passages exist in the Bible where the true compassion of God and Christ is 
revealed very eloquently.  See also Psalm 81:13-16 and Matthew 23:37.  Therefore, 
because of his great compassion, the command is given to return from Babylon (verse 
20).  This should be done joyfully and with singing as God is freeing them and will 
provide for them on their journey back to their home country (verse 21). 
 
The last verse of Isaiah, chapter forty-eight (verse 22) states a very important truth in the 
scriptures, and is a truth that Isaiah states more than once in his account (see also Isaiah 
57: 20,21) of the prophecy of God.  There is no true peace for the unbeliever.  There may 
be temporary pleasures, there may be things on this earth that bring short bursts of 
happiness, but there is no true peace outside of God and his son, Jesus Christ.  The 
Hebrew word for peace in this instance is shalom, which simply means “safe or welfare, 
that is health, prosperity and peace (Strongs).”  This is a message that needs to be sent to 
the world.  A significant part of our national economy is the business of making someone 
feel better about themselves.  We have a plethora of self-help material available, we have 
all kinds of counseling services that are available and still we are searching for the 
meaning of life.  We have Hollywood stars given totally to cult-like activities such as 
Scientology and other mystic forms of religion.  All of these pursuits are in search of true 
peace.  All of these pursuits are absolutely futile if they are outside of the Lord’s will.  
Think how much time and energy (as well as money) could be saved if our nation would 
give itself totally over to a Biblical way of life.  The search would be over; the suicide 
rate would plummet and the moral fabric of our nation could be saved.  Our purpose in 
life is very simple: to be conformed to the image of his son (Romans 8:29).  If we make 
that endeavor our life pursuit, then we will have true peace and true happiness.  The spirit 
of God will come and live inside of us and we will be in true communion with God.  
Don’t you wish you could get the world to understand that basic truth?  You cannot have 
any hope of doing so unless you try; and we accomplish that strategy one soul at a time. 
 
 
 



 

 

Isaiah Chapters Forty-nine and Fifty:  The Messiah’s Mission 
 
The preceding nine chapters focused mainly on the prophecy that the Children of Israel 
were going to be delivered from their Chaldean oppressors.  Although there certainly 
were Messianic references, the predominate theme was the return from captivity.  That 
focus changes in chapter forty-nine.  For the next nine chapters, the subject will be 
primarily the Messiah.  There are very few who believe that these chapters refer to any 
other, therefore an examination will not be performed at this time detailing the evidence 
of why these chapters refer to the Messiah.  However, it should be noted that both Luke 
and Paul considered these chapters to be referring to the Messiah as they used references 
from these chapters in Acts 13:47 and II Corinthians 6:2.  Further evidence will be 
noted as we examine these nine chapters.  Some of the most profound prophecies of the 
Messiah occur in these nine chapters.  They are definitely worthy of our examination. 
 
In the first six verses of chapter forty-nine, we do not have the words of Isaiah, but the 
words of Christ.  Isaiah is allowed to hear the words of the Messiah and record them in 
prophecy.  In these verses, we gain some valuable insight into his thought process and 
learn some prophecies about Christ that were fulfilled in his life, as it is recorded in the 
scriptures.  First we learn that he was called or destined to be the Messiah even before his 
birth; that was his purpose for coming to the Earth as a human.  We also learn that his 
name was going to be selected before his birth.  We see the fulfillment of this prophecy in 
the gospels in Matthew 1:21 and Luke 1:31.  In verse two, we learn that his mouth (or his 
words) were to be like a sharp sword.  This also is referenced in the New Testament (see 
Hebrews 4:12 and Revelation 1:16). 
 
The last half of verse two is very interesting.  God has hidden Christ in the shadow of his 
hand, and made him a polished shaft.  He was hidden him in his quiver.  There are a 
varying amount of interpretations to this passage.  We certainly can take from these 
phrases that God protected Jesus while he was on the Earth.  However, I believe the 
specific time period that this verse pertains to, is the time before he went about his public 
ministry.  The reasons for such an interpretation are as follows:  The time to polish your 
sword is before the battle, not during the battle.  We also know that there were skills that 
Christ had to learn.  He was not given everything that he needed from birth.  He worked 
hard to obtain several skills that he was going to need in his ministry.  For example, take 
Hebrews 5:8-9; “Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which 
he suffered; and being made perfect (or complete), he became the author of eternal 
salvation unto all them that obey him”.  He had to learn obedience.  In order for him to 
be complete, he needed to work hard.  While Jesus was still in the quiver, he was 
completely protected by God.  Nothing could have accidentally happened to Jesus to end 
his life prematurely.  He was in absolutely no danger of falling off a donkey and breaking 
his neck; this would have prevented him from carrying out his mission.  During this 
period, and even during his ministry, he was protected by the almighty.  That does not 
mean that he was insulated from everything.   He could have easily hit his thumb with a 



 

 

Isaiah Chapters Forty-nine and Fifty:  The Messiah’s Mission (continued) 
 
hammer.  He could have cut himself accidentally with a knife.  All the day-to-day things 
that we deal with each day, he also dealt with these things.  How else could he understand 
what we go through each day as humans on the Earth? 
 
God receives glory when we honor and glorify his son.  This basic truth of the New 
Testament is spelled out in verse three.  It is very similar to us today when our children 
receive praise.  Indirectly, we are being honored when our children are recognized for 
their good deeds or behavior. 
 
Verse four is a beautiful verse depicting the frustration that Jesus felt in his ministry.  
Although there were many that were converted, the majority was not receptive to his 
message.  This obviously was very upsetting to Jesus; he wanted everybody to accept his 
message.  It is hard to argue a position that God does not care for mankind when we read 
verses like this one. 
 
Jesus’ mission was not merely to seek the lost sheep of the house of Israel.  That was not 
great enough a task for the Messiah (verse 6).  He was also to be a light to the gentile 
nations.  All peoples of the world would be able to be reconciled to God because of the 
Messiah and his death, burial and resurrection from the dead.  Man would despise the 
Messiah (verse 7); the nations will abhor him.  Although he will be a servant, kings and 
princes will worship him because God has chosen him. 
 
When the time is right, God will hear the Messiah and will deliver him to the world as a 
gift to mankind.  God knew the exact time that Christ should come and he also knew the 
exact point in Christ’s life that he should begin his public ministry.  Why did God not 
release him at age forty?  Why didn’t God wait a few more hundred years before he sent 
Christ to the Earth?  Because the perfect time for Jesus to start his public ministry was 
exactly when he started.  God knew the acceptable time.  His covenant would be offered 
(when it was time) to restore mankind to an acceptable state with God. 
 
Starting in verse nine, we get an analogy that Jesus was to be like a shepherd.  He was 
coming to Earth to take care of his sheep.  Sheep are lost without a shepherd.  What are 
some of the things that the Messiah will do for his sheep?  He will feed his flock (verse 
9); even if the way is barren, he will feed his sheep.  His sheep will neither hunger or 
thirst, nor will they be overexposed to the light and heat of the sun.  He will lead them by 
spring water for his sheep to satisfy their thirst.  He will remove all obstacles from their 
paths (verse 11).  The impression is given very strongly that God has a deep commitment 
to his people, and is willing to do just about anything to protect and take care of his 
people.  People from all ends of the Earth will come to partake of this great shepherd 
(verse 12); therefore, rejoice oh people of the Earth.  The Lord has heard the cries of 
affliction and will deliver all those who believe in his son, the Messiah. 
 



 

 

Isaiah Chapters Forty-nine and Fifty:  The Messiah’s Mission (continued) 
 
The Children of Israel claimed that God had forgotten about them.  He couldn’t possibly 
be listening to their cries in captivity.  Did God forget about them?  NO!  It would be 
easier for a nursing mother to abandon her child than it would be for God to abandon his 
people.  Although that does happen from time to time, God will never forsake his people.  
The Gospel will have converts in great numbers.  The Canaan Land will not be large 
enough to house all the people that will accept Christ and his teachings.  Although 
certainly, some children were lost in the captivity in Babylon, new children will be so 
plentiful that there will not be enough room.  This will be so remarkable to the people 
that they will wonder how these children were begotten.  The Bible certainly teaches that 
God will bless those who follow him.  Isaiah ends the forty-ninth chapter with some 
beautiful words of comfort from God.  Put simply, he will protect his people so that they 
will know that he truly is God, and he is able to deliver them in their times of need. 
 
In Deuteronomy 24:1-4, we read of the rules concerning divorce under the Law of Moses.  
If a man found some type of uncleanness in her, then he could give her a certificate of 
divorce.  This could be shown to another man, which would give her the right to marry 
that man.  The certificate was always in the hands of the female.  Another custom during 
that time period was the selling of children to satisfy debts.  If your creditors were 
demanding payment, then family members were sometimes sold to satisfy these 
obligations (see Matthew 18:25).  In Isaiah 50:1, Isaiah makes an interesting point:  if the 
children of Israel think that God has abandoned them, then he wants to them to produce 
their certificate of divorcement.  He also wants to know the name of the creditor that he 
sold them to.  Obviously, none of these things happened, but the point is that the children 
of Israel were in captivity.  This was not due to God; it was due to their sin.  When God 
called, there was no answer (verse 2). 
 
Starting in verse four of chapter fifty, the text goes back to the way the forty-ninth 
chapter started:  a record of the actual words of Christ.  Christ was obedient to his father 
in all things as is clearly shown in verses four through seven of chapter fifty.  He 
willingly gave himself to mankind.  We also learn of some of Jesus’ characteristics.  First 
of all, God the Father gave him the gift of eloquence.  Not only was he well versed in the 
holy scriptures; he could present the word of God in such a way that would produce 
comfort to the heavy-laden (see Luke 4:22).  He was also attentive to his father; he 
received instruction willingly and did not turn away from his father. 
 
The fulfillment of the prophecy that is recorded in Isaiah 50:6 is recorded in Matthew 
27:26.  This is another significant piece of evidence that the bible is the word of God and 
not of man.  I don’t know if Isaiah could have predicated the events of Christ’s shame 
and suffering any better.  Although Christ will endure painful sufferings, he will not be 
disgraced because God will be there to help him.  If God is there to protect Jesus, who 
can possibly contend with him?  Chapter fifty comes to a close with a plea to believe in 
God and his servant.  We need to remember that we can TRUST and RELY on God. 



 

 

Isaiah Chapters Fifty-one and Fifty-two, verses one through twelve:  The Messiah’s 
Encouragement to Israel 
 
God is certainly able to deliver his people out of captivity, whether it is the physical 
captivity of Babylon or the spiritual captivity of sin.  Listen to him if you seek after 
righteousness.  Remember how God started the Hebrew people in the first place.  
Remember the rock (Abraham) out of which you were cut; remember the hole of the pit 
(Sarah’s womb) out of which you were dug.  If God can take these two people and create 
a great nation, then he certainly can take the remnant of Israel that is left in captivity and 
build them back into a great nation.  He also has the capability to deliver you from the 
captivity of sin, no matter the depth of the pit of sin where you may dwell.  He can create 
in you something great, although you may feel that this is not possible.  The land of 
Canaan must have looked pretty desolate after seventy years of captivity.  This land, 
however, is going to be restored to be more like the Garden of Eden than a desolate 
wilderness.  This is what God can do for you spiritually as well.  Maybe your inward 
garden has several years of growth that needs to be cut down and cast into the fire.  The 
Messiah can make your inward garden look like the Garden of Eden as well. 
 
The Jewish nation had always been God’s people.  However, soon all nations will be 
under the same law, as Christ will unite these nations.  The law will proceed from Christ 
(verse four) and it will be a light to all nations of the Earth (see also Isaiah 2:3 and Micah 
4:2).  The coastlands, as is mentioned in verse five, is commonly used to refer to all 
distant nations.  In this scenario, it is used to note the widespread acceptance of the 
Gospel of Christ.  Although the Earth and the heavens will pass away (verse six), 
although the Babylonians will be destroyed (verse eight), the salvation that the Messiah 
brings to mankind will be eternal. 
 
In Isaiah 51:9-10, it appears that Isaiah records the impassioned cries of the Children of 
Israel that are in captivity in Babylon.  Wake up God!  Show us your power like you did 
in the olden days.  Are you still the same God who destroyed Egypt (Rahab) and Pharaoh 
(serpent) for the sake of your people?  Are you still the same God who led across the dry 
land in the middle of the Red Sea?  If you are still the same God, then how about rescuing 
your people from captivity?  God responds to these questions in verses eleven through 
sixteen.  The ransomed of the Lord will return.  They will return singing in the streets; 
there shall be no more sorrow or sighing.  He is the same God that parted the sea; why 
should you be afraid of a mere mortal, no matter how powerful he appears?  He will 
perish, but you will not.  If God created the heavens and laid the foundation of the Earth, 
he can follow through with his promise to his people; they will be delivered. 
 
Starting in verse seventeen, God calls on his people to awake.  It is time for them to 
return to the city of Jerusalem and restore its splendor.  They have drunk from the cup of 
the Lord’s fury and have seen the results of its poison.  There was no one there to guide 
her through her drunkenness; no one took her by the hand to lead her.  God himself has  



 

 

Isaiah Chapters Fifty-one and Fifty-two, verses one through twelve:  The Messiah’s 
Encouragement to Israel (continued) 
 
removed this cup of drunkenness from them.  No longer would he require them to be in a 
spiritual and physical stupor.  He will deliver his people.  He has determined that the 
captivity is over and the captors will now face the wrath of God. 
 
Chapter fifty-two begins with a command to awake, put on your beautiful garments and 
get ready to be delivered.  There are different opinions about whether these verses in 
chapter fifty-two are referring to the return from captivity or the time of the Messiah.  As 
we will see upon further examination, this seems to be another good example of where it 
could be both.  Verse one reads “the uncircumcised and the unclean shall no longer come 
to you.”  There are those that believe that this is referring to the times of the Messiah.  
Certainly we know that no unclean or uncircumcised (spiritually) person can be added to 
the church.  We also read in Revelation, chapter 21, that the ultimate fate of the church is 
to be the bride of Christ.  The bride of Christ must be pure and will only be accepted by 
the bridegroom in this state.  On the other hand, we know that although many unclean 
and uncircumcised men entered the city of Jerusalem after the return from the Babylonian 
captivity.  However, never again were the Jewish people taken into captivity.  Whether 
the aforementioned phrase means one or the other, it is hard to tell; however, I can 
certainly see the applicability to both. 
 
Verse three makes a prediction that was fulfilled in Cyrus allowing the Children of Israel 
to return to the Canaan land without being compensated for them.  Also, at the time of 
Isaiah’s writing, they had not yet been taken into captivity.  Therefore, the statement that 
they sold themselves for nothing was fulfilled as well, as the Babylonians did not pay a 
price for taking the Israelite people into captivity.  This also could easily apply to the 
time of the Messiah as he certainly redeemed the human race without money.  We also 
sold ourselves over to sin for nothing as well. 
 
When God’s people were in captivity, such as Egypt or Babylon, his name was being 
blasphemed among the heathen nations.  “Their God must not be very powerful; after all, 
he sure isn’t helping them now.”  You can almost hear the other nations making these 
accusations as they blasphemed the living God.  This is also common today when 
“Christians” do not act the way that they should.  This is referred to by Paul in Romans 
2:24.  Non-Christians love to watch Christians mess up.  The reason why they enjoy it so 
much is that it makes them feel less guilty about their own lives.  They are not measuring 
up to the high standards of Christ, and it makes them feel better about themselves when 
someone that proclaims to hold such a standard is failing miserably.  We need to realize 
that there are constantly eyes on us at all times.  We are a constant bulls eye. 
 
How great are the ambassadors of good news?  Wouldn’t it have been a great thing to be 
the town watchman in Jerusalem when the captives came home from captivity?  They’re 
home, they’re home!  Paul, again, uses the writings of Isaiah in this chapter to make a  



 

 

Isaiah Chapters Fifty-one and Fifty-two, verses one through twelve:  The Messiah’s 
Encouragement to Israel (continued) 
 
point in his Roman letter.  Romans 10:15 is a quote of part of Isaiah 52:7.  Paul uses this 
example in writing/speaking about those who carry the gospel (good news) to those who 
need it.  Again, these passages could be interpreted either way and possibly allude to 
both. 
 
Isaiah Chapters Fifty-two, verses thirteen through fifteen and Fifty-three:  The 
Messiah’s Atonement 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Many regard this set of fifteen verses as the most important part of the Old Testament.  
Although that is certainly up for debate and may be nearly impossible to prove, it can be 
said with much certainty that these fifteen verses are an extremely important part of the 
Old Testament.  If you ever doubted the importance of this chapter, try typing in Isaiah 
53 in any search engine on the internet.  (By the way, although this section covers more 
than one chapter, this section will be referred to as Isaiah 53)  You will find many 
websites that devote a lot of time and space to the debate over this chapter.  Most 
Christians hold the belief that the “suffering servant” as referred to in Isaiah 53 is 
referring to Jesus of Nazareth.  A lot of time and effort has been expended by Jews, 
Muslims, Agnostics and others to contradict that this prophecy refers to Jesus, but rather 
it refers to another person or a group of persons.  Their tireless effort in trying to deflect 
any of this prophecy in Isaiah 53 away from Jesus is proof of the importance of this 
chapter.  If this chapter can be proven to be a prophecy of Jesus, then the Bible can easily 
be held out to be the inspired word of God.  There is no way that a prediction of this 
magnitude and in this much detail just happens to come true. 
 
There are a great many reasons why a detailed examination of this chapter is important.  
If it can be proven that this chapter does in fact allude to Jesus, then it proves that the 
Jewish notion of the Messiah is false.  If it can be proven that it was written before the 
time of Christ, then it can go a long way in convincing an unbeliever that the Bible is the 
inspired work of God and Jesus was in fact the son of God.  Since several of the details 
included in this chapter were outside of Jesus’ control, it should prevent the argument 
that Jesus manipulated the circumstances to appear that he was the fulfillment of this 
prophecy.  This chapter is also important for members of the body of Christ to be very 
familiar.  Is there another place in the Bible where the purpose of Jesus Christ is so 
clearly identified?  After careful examination of these fifteen verses, a believer in Jesus 
Christ cannot help but come away from that study with a deeper gratitude for our Savior 
Jesus, and our heavenly father in heaven who sent him. 
 
It also may be of some interest to examine the history of the interpretations of this 
chapter.  There is a great deal of difference between what Jewish rabbis and teachers of 



 

 

today teach their students concerning this chapter verses the interpretations of Jewish 
teachers in the times before Christ and the periods following.  Jewish leaders before the 
time of Christ were almost unanimous in their belief that the “suffering servant” as 
referred to in chapter 53 referred to the Messiah.  In fact it wasn’t until around the 11th 
century that some Jewish scholars and teachers started to have a different interpretation 
of this chapter.  This “new enlightenment” was that this chapter refers to the nation of 
Israel as a whole, not an individual person.  If this were true, then Jesus could not be the 
fulfillment of this prophecy.  This viewpoint seems to originate with Rabbi Solomon 
Yizchaki “Rashi” who lived from 1040 – 1105 AD.  Although many of his colleagues at 
that time did not agree with him, eventually more and more Jewish teachers began to 
convert to his way of thinking.  Even as late as the mid-seventeenth century, Rashi’s 
views on this chapter were still considered to be out of the mainstream and unorthodox.  
However, by around 1800 AD, almost all Jewish leaders considered Isaiah, chapter 53, to 
be referring to the nation of Israel, rather than the Messiah.  This is taught very strongly 
by the Jewish leaders of today as well, if this chapter is taught at all.  This in itself is very 
powerful evidence that this prophecy does in fact refer to Jesus.  Why would the Jewish 
leaders feel it necessary to change their views on this chapter?  Because Jesus was such a 
perfect fulfillment of this prophecy, if they maintained their position that the “suffering 
servant” refers to one man, then it would be very difficult to maintain that the one man as 
referred to in this chapter was not Jesus.  Therefore, they must contend that this chapter 
refers to the nation as a whole, so they can maintain that Jesus was not the fulfillment of 
prophecy, but rather just another itinerant preacher. 
 
Although there are times that Isaiah uses the word servant to mean the nation of Israel as 
a whole (Isaiah 41:8-9, Isaiah 49:3, for example), it is usually clearly evident in the text 
when Isaiah is referring to the nation and when he is referring to an individual.  Also, this 
chapter uses the pronouns “we”, “our”, “us”, “he”, “him” and “his” which are easily 
determinable to be referring to one person or two or more persons.  Although the 
evidence will be presented in the examination of this chapter that Jesus was, in fact, the 
“suffering servant”, an examination will follow as to why the “suffering servant” could 
not be referring to the nation of Israel as a whole.  Some of the main problems with that 
line of thinking are: 
 

• The “suffering servant” suffers although he was innocent.  If this refers to the 
nation of Israel as a whole, then this would be the only time in the Bible that they 
were ever referred to as sinless. 

• The “suffering servant” suffers without complaining about it.  This definitely 
could not be referring to Israel.  When has the nation of Israel ever been 
oppressed and not been very vocal about their plight? 

• The teaching is clear in this chapter that the “suffering servant” will suffer as a 
substitute for the sins of others.  Would it make sense that the nation of Israel 
would have to suffer for the sins of the gentile nations?  That obviously would not 
coincide with any other teachings in the scripture. 



 

 

• Clearly, the “suffering servant” is destined to die.  This could not possibly be 
referring to the nation of Israel as they have yet to be exterminated as a people, 
nor will they ever be exterminated as a people (Jeremiah 31: 35-37). 

 
These are just some of the reasons why it is very difficult to attempt and prove that these 
fifteen verses are referring to Israel rather than the Messiah. 
 
Although the aforementioned disagreement concerning the object of the prophecy may be 
the main argument with a Jewish person, what about the unbeliever?  What might be the 
main objection to this chapter?  The timeline of the writing will be an important hurdle to 
overcome in convincing the unbeliever that these words of Isaiah accurately predicted the 
death of Jesus Christ.  What is the evidence that these words were penned before the time 
of Christ?  Here are a few: 
 

• This chapter was quoted several times in the New Testament as being part of the 
ancient prophetical writings; therefore it would have had to have existed prior to 
the times of the New Testament. 

• It is quoted and translated by writers of the Septuagint and the Chaldee, both of 
which undoubtedly lived before the Christian era.  Both of these writings can be 
demonstrated to have been compiled before Christ was born. 

• All of the located copies of Isaiah have been found intact, thus not giving any 
credence to the argument that this chapter was added in later by Christians 
wanting to prove that Jesus was the Messiah.  This chapter has always been 
included in the writings of Isaiah. 

• It would not have been easily forged.  Jews would never have made up a chapter 
that their Messiah would suffer; they wanted a national hero.  Christians would 
never be able to infiltrate writings into the manuscripts of the Old Testament as 
these writings have always been carefully guarded by Jewish scribes and leaders. 

 
Although the specific reasons why a reasonable student of the Bible should conclude that 
this chapter is referring to the Messiah, here are a few general reasons as to why: 
 

• It is clearly the understanding of the “inspired” New Testament writers.  In at 
least 11 places in the New Testament, a portion of this chapter is alluded to and/or 
quoted.  In each of these places, Jesus is the understood object of Isaiah’s 
prophecy.  Those eleven New Testament references are: 

o Matthew 8:17 
o Mark 15:28 
o Luke 22:37 
o John 12:38 
o Acts 8:32, 33 
o Romans 10:16 
o Romans 15:21 



 

 

o I Peter 2:22, 24, 25 
 

• The writings clearly refer to an individual as opposed to a group of people.  If that 
were the case, it would be nearly impossible for one person’s life to fulfill all of 
the details in this chapter by accident or by the will of one person.  Too many 
things would have to fall into place to make chance an even remotely believable 
argument. 

 
Other specific reasons will be covered in detail as the examination of the chapter is 
undertaken.  One other item to consider before dissecting these verses:  it seems that there 
is a big push among “learned” bible scholars to dismiss all miraculous intervention in the 
holy scriptures.  For example, the chapters in Isaiah that refer to the coming home from 
captivity could not have been written around 700 B.C. because there is no way that 
someone could have foretold those events.  Therefore, those chapters would have had to 
be written after Cyrus conquered Babylon.  This same line of thinking has infiltrated 
these fifteen verses of Isaiah.  If these verses were referring to the Messiah, then it would 
prove that Isaiah was inspired and that the coming of Jesus was truly from God.  Thus, it 
must be referring to something else.  The nation of Israel is the most common 
replacement for the “suffering servant”; however, it is not the only replacement.  Other 
“learned” scholars have come up with alternate theories including obscure kings that 
lived between the time of Isaiah and the time of Christ.  Any theory is automatically 
given credibility as long as it does not agree with mainstream Christianity.  How can I 
appear “learned” if I agree with the mainstream?  After all, why would anybody pay lots 
of money (most of these theories come from academia) to hear the same theories that are 
taught in churches every Sunday?  We must be very careful that we do not buy into these 
theories and become swayed with the appearance of “learned” men and women who 
would have us believe that the text is teaching us things that it is not.  We must trust God 
when he says that the holy scriptures are not subject to any “private interpretation”.  After 
reviewing these fifteen verses in detail, the answer should be obvious as to the identity of 
the “suffering servant”.  
 
 
Isaiah 52:13:  Behold, my servant shall deal prudently, he shall be exalted 
and extolled, and be very high. 
 
Behold is used to start these fifteen verses in order to introduce a new subject in the text.  
It is designed to attract attention to the message that follows.  The key to these verses as 
alluded to in the introduction, is the identity of “my servant”.  This servant is none other 
than Jesus Christ, the man and mediator, the Messiah, the Lamb of God.  It is not unusual 
for the text to refer to him as servant or to have God refer to him as “my servant”.  See 
references at Isaiah 42:1, Isaiah 49:6, Ezekiel 34:23, Zechariah 3:8 and Philippians 2:7-8.  
In each of these passages, Jesus is referred to as a servant or as “my servant” by God.  
Certainly the case is not hard to argue that this refers to the Messiah.  The evidence is 
simply overwhelming.  There is also very little evidence that this term is used as a  



 

 

Isaiah 52:13 (continued) 
substitute for the people as a whole.  The word servant comes from the Hebrew word 
ebed, which means “a servant or bondman (male).  But the true test of the identify of “my 
servant” will be the characteristics of this servant.  As we examine these fifteen verses, 
the characteristics of Christ are so fitting and are in such minutia, there is only one 
reasonable conclusion.   
 
The word prudently comes from the Hebrew word sakal which means:  to be circumspect 
and hence intelligent: - consider, expert, instruct, proper, have good success, teach, 
wisdom, guide wittingly.  Jesus willingly and diligently performed his duty of working 
out the redemption and salvation of his people.  He was obedient to his father’s will and 
always acted "prudently" in carrying out his mission.  This was evident throughout his 
public ministry in teaching the people and in answering the questions of his enemies.  He 
taught in such a way for the people to understand and for commoners like you and I to 
understand the mind and will of the Father.  Some translations render this word “prosper” 
instead of prudent.  Either way, this is a summary statement for the next fifteen verses.  In 
other words, the Messiah is going to be successful.  He is not going to fail; he will 
accomplish his mission.  The sins of the world are going to be atoned; this is guaranteed 
some 700 years before the Messiah is even born. 
 
The words exalted and extolled come from the Hebrew words rum and nasa, respectively.  
Rum means:  to be high actively, to rise or raise - bring up, exalt (self), extol, give, go up, 
high, hold up, lift, lofty.  Nasa means: to lift or hold up, lift (self) up, lofty, regard, 
respect.  The Messiah will be successful in his mission; therefore, he will be lifted up and 
praised for a job well done.  He will be exalted above all others.  This point is clearly 
illustrated if we see examine other passages in the Bible such as Mark 16:19, Ephesians 
1:20-22 and I Peter 3:22.  Although he will be one of the most despised persons to ever 
walk the face of the Earth, we will also be the most honored person to ever walk on the 
Earth.  He voluntarily assumed a debased position on this earth, the lowest place for the 
redemption of people; therefore, he would be exalted to the highest place that a human 
could ever be elevated.  How true is this even today.  Jesus Christ is more respected than 
any man in history (no matter what the media wants us to believe).  There has been no 
other man who has changed the course of history like him, no matter if you believe in 
him or not.  He certainly has achieved an elevated status by God and by man.  We should 
ensure that Christ has the same elevated status in our hearts.  If he indeed is the suffering 
servant that was the atonement for man’s sins, then he deserves no place but number one 
in your heart.  No other rank is appropriate for this servant.  He cannot be appropriately 
exalted and extolled, unless we prioritize everything in our lives around our service to 
him.  He cannot be very high if we allow other priorities to take the place of him.  It is 
certainly reasonable to change our lives completely based on his sacrifice, after all, God 
gave the best he had for you, before you even cared about him.  It stands to reason that he 
should receive the best from us. 
 



 

 

Isaiah 52:14:  As many were astonished at thee; his visage was so marred more 
than any man, and his form more than the sons of men: 
 
Although the Hebrew text goes back and forth in its pronoun usage from second person 
to third person (thee verses his), it should not be confused as dealing with separate 
subjects.  Both “thee” and “his” in this verse are pronouns for the suffering servant as 
mentioned in the previous verse.  The Hebrew word for astonished is shamem which 
means; to stun (or intransitively grow numb), that is, devastate or (figuratively) stupefy. 
This verse and the next verse are one sentence and in order to get the complete meaning 
of these prophecies, they should be read together.  The overall sense of the verse is:  
many people will be stunned by him in that his form will be so disfigured, and his 
appearance so mutilated, that he will startle many nations.  You can’t have one without 
the other.  Just as the Messiah went to the depths of human brutality and suffered the 
most awful humiliation that man could dish out, his exaltation shall be as high as his 
humiliation was low.   
 
Can you imagine how astonished or stunned the people were during the times of Christ, 
especially during the time of his trial, scourging and crucifixion?  I think that this 
astonishment goes much deeper than simply being stunned that this man could take such 
a beating.  Surely, it was astonishing that Jesus was put through such awful torture and 
suffering; however, this guy claimed to be the son of God.  This is not what most people 
had in mind of the coming Messiah.  You could almost hear the astonishment from the 
crowd:  “Hold it, hold it, hold it; this bloody mess in front of us claims to be WHAT?  It 
is truly stunning that someone who held such a high estate and importance in life would 
subject himself to the depths of depravity.  It is truly astonishing that our God loved us so 
much, that he was willing to put his own son through that depravity. 
 
The word visage comes from the Hebrew word Mareh which means:  a view (the act of 
seeing); also an appearance (the thing seen).  Here it’s referring to, his appearance or his 
looks.  This word is not always referring to the face, but to the general overall 
appearance.  The word marred comes from the Hebrew word mishechath which means 
disfigurement, defaced or destroyed.  The gist of this phrase is that Jesus would be beaten 
so badly that his body would hardly even resemble that of a man.  His appearance would 
go through so much stress and physical punishment that it would cause great 
astonishment among the people.  In fact, his form (Hebrew word toar which means figure 
or appearance) would be so changed, that he would not even appear to be like a member 
of the human race.  That is what is meant by the term “sons of men”.  It must have been 
an awful scene, those last few hours of Jesus’ life.  It must have been hard on him, his 
disciples and his mother.  Not only was the physical pain and suffering awful, but the 
mental anguish was bad as well.  All of these issues, especially the sufferings that he 
endured in the last three years of his life, would have all contributed to his form or 
appearance being changed.  You have heard of someone who is crushed with grief.  
Excessive grief and mental anguish caused our appearance to be changed.  Jesus went 
through both.   



 

 

Isaiah 52:15:  So shall he sprinkle many nations; the kings shall shut their mouths 
at him: for that which had not been told them shall they see; and that which they 
had not heard shall they consider.  
 
There have been many interpretations as to what the word sprinkle (Hebrew word 
yazzeh) means in this passage.  Many believe that the word means literally to sprinkle, as 
with blood or water.  Others, however, render this word from the Hebrew as startle 
(RSV), as in astonish.  Although I think that the verse could support either meanings or a 
combination of the two, the word yazzeh in the Old Testament is always used in either 
sprinkling blood or water.  The high priest sprinkled blood to purify or make atonement 
(see Leviticus 4:6 or 16:18-19).  In Ezekiel 36:25, the sprinkling of water made the 
people pure.  This sprinkling is definitely in line with the promise of the Messiah and is 
in one accord with many New Testament passages (see Hebrews 9:13-14; Hebrews 
10:22; Hebrews 12:24 or I Peter 1:2).  Jesus was the ultimate purification for sins.  There 
was to be no more sprinkling of blood needed after Christ, because he made the final and 
perfect sacrifice.  The word startle as a definition for yazzeh also fits as well.  Certainly, 
many were astonished that the Messiah would make such a sacrifice for mankind.  Just as 
astonishing as the pain and suffering that he went through was the fact that he did it for 
many nations; most of which never knew the one true God.  Because his visage was so 
marred, because his form was so disfigured, then he will sprinkle many nations; he will 
bring the gospel to all ends of the Earth, and give every man and woman the opportunity 
to atone for his or her sins.  Before we close the examination of this phrase, it is 
interesting to note that some use this verse to justify sprinkling for the remission on sins 
in the place of baptism by emersion.  It is a stretch at best to use this phrase in such a 
way.  Although this may be a type or shadow of our purification through baptism, it is 
clearly not indicating the exact mode by which we are allowed to participate in the 
Messiah’s atonement.  Although the sprinkling of blood was often used in the atonement 
for sins under the Law of Moses, the leap to baptism by sprinkling as being the current 
mode of atonement is not supported in the New Testament. 
 
Not only will the common man be astonished at such a sacrifice, kings of the Earth will 
be astonished as well.  There will be a reverence or respect given to the Messiah by 
certain kings of the Earth.  Obviously, not every king will have such a respect, but the 
point is that his sacrifice will have such an impact on the human race, that kings of the 
Earth will take notice and realize that his greatness is greater than theirs.  This is 
significant to show the exact opposite of his humiliation.  Just as he was brought low by 
the wrath of man, God will exalt him above the kings of the Earth. 
 
For the most part, the kings of the earth were not aware of the promise of the Messiah.  
The Jewish nation was aware that a Messiah would come and deliver the Jewish nation, 
but the gentiles (as a whole) would not have been aware that such a deliverer was going 
to be available for them as well.  When the gentiles of the world realize that the Son of 
God was born as a human, then went through the great humiliation that he endured for 
their atonement for sins, then they truly will be astonished and respectful that such a 



 

 

sacrifice took place.  Albert Barnes in his commentary on Isaiah writes: “What is here 
predicted has been fulfilled. The mystery of the incarnation and the atonement; the 
sufferings and the death of the Redeemer; his exaltation and his glory, are events which 
are unparalleled in the history of the world. They are events suited in their nature to 
excite the profoundest admiration, and to induce kings and nobles to lay their hand on 
their mouth in token of veneration. No monarch on earth could have evinced such 
condescension as did the Son of God; none has been elevated to so high a rank in the 
universe as the Redeemer. That the Son of God should become a man; that his visage 
should be so disfigured by grief as to have scarcely the aspect of a human being; that he 
should suffer and die as he did; and that he should be exalted as he is over this whole 
world, and have the most elevated place in the universe at the right hand of God, are all 
events suited to excite the profoundest admiration.”  The apostle Paul uses this passage to 
denote the offering of the gospel to the Gentiles.  In Romans 15:21, this verse is quoted, 
and in Romans 16:25, this thought is even explained further.  Although we truly do not 
deserve this great Messiah, I for one am glad that his atonement was for all people of all 
nations. 
 
 
Isaiah 53:1:  Who hath believed our report? And to whom is the arm of the LORD 
revealed?  
 
Although the gentile nations were not aware that God was sending his son as atonement 
for man’s sins, the Jewish nation had been told of the Messiah’s coming.  Many a prophet 
had been sent to the people, urging them to repent and to obey God.  Many a prophet had 
told of the coming Messiah that would save the Jewish nation.  Isaiah, Micah, Moses and 
other prophets had informed the people of the coming Messiah, but who believed their 
report?  The Jewish nation was ready for a world conqueror, not a humble servant.  This 
phrase is quoted two times in the New Testament; once by John in John 12:38 and once 
by Paul in Romans 10:16.  In both cases, the point is made that the Jewish nation rejected 
Jesus the Messiah.  Although they had been previously told of his coming, they did not 
believe that Jesus from Nazareth was the son of God.  They never accepted the fact that 
their Messiah would have to go through such humiliation and suffering to become their 
atonement.  But their disbelief does not take away the fact that God tried almost 
everything to get them to believe in his son.  They just wouldn’t believe him. 
 
The answer to the second question of the verse (“and to whom has the arm of the Lord 
been revealed”) is the Jewish nation as well.  Again, this is in contrast to verse 15 of 
chapter 52 in that the Gentile nations will have respect for the Messiah: even though they 
did not know that he was coming.  The Jewish nation had been told of the “arm of the 
Lord”, but refused to acknowledge that arm when he had been born.  The arm is where 
our strength lies and by which, we execute a purpose.  God showed the world through his 
son, the true power he possesses.  Not only was Jesus able to perform miracles while he 
was on Earth, including dominion over the elements themselves, but God, through his 
son, offered sinful man atonement for their sins.  Nothing could have been more powerful 



 

 

than to remit the sins of the world.  This is what God’s arm accomplished.  In the New 
Testament text, the gospel in often referred to as the “power of God” (see Romans 1:16 
and I Corinthians 1:18).  The idea of this phrase is that the Jewish nation had a shot at the 
truth.  The “arm of the Lord” had truly been revealed to them.  They had every 
opportunity to accept the truth, but they chose to not accept it.  However, now, all people 
have had the “arm of the Lord” revealed to them.   
 
 
Isaiah 53:2:  For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of 
a dry ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is 
no beauty that we should desire him.  
 
Why were the Jews not ready for the arm of the Lord?  Why did they not see him after he 
had been revealed to them?  This verse explains a lot as to why they refused to believe in 
Jesus Christ.  He was not anything like what they expected.  They were expecting a king; 
he grew up like a tender plant.  They were expecting an earthly champion; he did not 
have the form of a champion.  Because their expectations had been in error, it was going 
to be extremely difficult for them to ever accept the humble Messiah as their deliverer.  If 
they ever accepted Jesus Christ to be the promised Messiah, then they would be forced to 
face that fact that they might never again be an earthly world power.  All their lives, they 
dreamed of the Messiah who would come to deliver them.  Thus, it was much easier for 
the Jewish nation to reject Jesus as the Messiah, than to completely change their mindset, 
admit they were wrong and live their lives accordingly. 
 
In verse two, we read some details of his humble appearance.  The Messiah would grow 
up before God as a tender plant.  Years before the world new him as Christ, God watched 
over Jesus while he was on the Earth.  This phrase is very similar to the language Isaiah 
uses in Isaiah 11:1)  The idea is that the Messiah will grow up as a plant that springs forth 
out of the dry earth or a suckling that grows out of a decaying, rotting tree stump.  It 
appears that the soil is dead; however, life will spring out of it.  You certainly wouldn’t 
expect anything from such a plant.  It most likely will die from lack of moisture or be 
crushed by an animal.  However, this plant is going to flourish.  This plant, although 
humble in its origin, will be a mighty plant when the time comes.  The Messiah was 
similar in origin.  He grew up in such humble surroundings, that nobody expected HIM 
to be the Messiah.  (“Isn’t that Jesus the carpenter’s son”)  The Jews were certainly 
decaying as a people as well.  It was certainly remarkable that a deliverer could come 
from the “stem of Jesse”, in its condition in that time period. 
 
The Jews expected the Messiah to come in the form of a King.  When Isaiah writes that 
the Messiah would have no form, he is referring to the fact that Jesus would not have any 
external glory like an earthly king.  There would be no pomp or circumstance with his 
birth.  He certainly did not grow up like a king or someone of high estate, and this was 
not the form that the Jews were expecting.  This does not mean that Jesus’ form (his 
physical body) was deformed or remarkable at all.  We certainly have nothing in the New 



 

 

Testament that reads about his personal characteristics.  The same understanding applies 
to the word comeliness.  The word comeliness comes from the Hebrew word hadar which 
is translated honor, glory, majesty, excellency or beauty.  In this case, it reiterates the 
point that Jesus did not wear a golden crown on his head as a king should wear.  He did 
not put on the royal, purple robes.  He did not bask in the earthly glory as a King would.  
He simply lived his life humbly taking care of his mission with singleness of mind, not 
needing any earthly accolades. 
 
When Jesus begins his public ministry (“when we shall see him”), we will not follow him 
because of his “beauty” or his form or appearance, for his appearance will be like a 
normal man.  We will follow him because of his willingness to die for mankind.  Again, 
the inference is that the Messiah will not come in the form that the Jews had anticipated.  
It will not be his external beauty, but his inward beauty.  It will not be his will to have the 
honors of men, but of God. 
 
It is important to address here one myth of Christianity:  Jesus was ugly.  This is the verse 
used to promote that myth.  It is amazing to note that nowhere in the New Testament is 
there one mention of his personal appearance.  No reference of his height, hair color, 
weight, beard (or no beard), complexion or anything about his appearance.  We have 
reference of other characters in history as to their appearance, but nothing of the Messiah.  
It’s easy to believe that this was very much by design.  If we knew what Jesus looked 
like, every church would have his picture in their lobby, every religious organization 
would have a statue of him in their home offices, and all Bibles in print would most likely 
have him on the cover.  This is not at all what God wanted.  Jesus’ characteristics are to 
reside in our hearts, not the image of his physical body.  If we were meant to know what 
he looked like, we would have been given that information.  Jesus, in all probability, 
would have been average.  He would have looked like every other Jew of his day.  We 
certainly have no indication that he was deformed or remarkable in any way as to his 
appearance.  He could have easily blended in at the Synagogue.  His appearance did not 
call attention to himself, but rather his words and actions called attention to God. 
 
 
Isaiah 53:3:  He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted 
with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we 
esteemed him not.  
 
There certainly are numerous scriptures we can cite to support the assertion that the 
Messiah was despised by men.  Jesus Christ has been the object of absolute hatred by 
man, more so than any other man in the history of man.  While he was on the earth, he 
was subject to ridicule and scorn by the Jewish leaders, the Romans and others.  He 
certainly is the object of hatred to the Jewish people even today.  Sometimes, the very 
mention of Jesus Christ being the savior of mankind will spark an intense response of 
contempt at the very foolishness of such an idea.  This prophecy has certainly been 
fulfilled already, but continues to be fulfilled each and every day we are left on this earth.       



 

 

 
When Isaiah writes that the Messiah will be rejected by men, can you think of three other 
words that sums up the history of man better than these three.  God provided a redeemer 
for the human race and man rejected him.  We are certainly not very bright and intelligent 
as a people to not recognize help when we are offered it.  I think of the great rejection of 
the Jewish people, the great rejection from academia, the great rejection by our nation’s 
media; most of those people are considered to be very well learned, however, they are 
ignorant of one of the most important truths of mankind, Jesus Christ was the redeemer.  
All of the years of book study, all of the degrees; all of the time spent in gaining the 
riches of this world is absolutely pointless unless you have knowledge of this basic truth.  
But the “mainstream” of this world have rejected the notion that they need such a 
redeemer.  It is more than just rejecting his teaching.  “The Hebrew word for rejection is 
chadel which is derived from the verb chadal which means “to cease, to leave off, to 
desist” (Gesenius (Lexicon)) (Barnes Notes on Isaiah)” The rejection of him was so harsh 
that people ceased to consider that he had feelings.  He was treated lower than the lowest, 
most vile classes of mankind.  To many, he was worse than murderers and rapists and 
was treated that way by many people during his lifetime. 
 
“Man of Sorrows, what a name, for the son of God who came.”  This quote from the song 
“Hallelujah, What a Savior” comes from Isaiah 53:3.  A man is often given a nickname 
after the manner of man he is.  Jesus’ life was so full of sufferings that he was the “man 
of sorrows”, and he certainly was well acquainted with grief.  The word grief, as it is used 
in this passage, is usually used as it pertains to sickness or disease.  (See references where 
this word is used at Deuteronomy 7:15 and 28:61)  In this case, I think that the meaning 
is that he was so familiar with grief and sorrow; it was like he had a disease or was sick.  
We certainly do not have a record of Jesus being sick, but I’m sure in 33 years, he would 
have been sick at some time.  However, I do not think this passage is referencing that 
Jesus will have a disease.  From the time that Herod was trying to kill him as a baby to 
the time he was nailed to the cross, he certainly had to deal with troubles and sorrows.  
He was well acquainted with them; he was known for his troubles.  If you know someone 
well, you can say that you are acquainted with them.  Jesus knew grief so well, it could 
be said that he was well acquainted with it.    
  

When we see something unpleasant, we often turn away our eyes and do not look upon it.  
Especially if it is something that is going to turn our stomach because of its 
grotesqueness.  Jesus, in all of his sorrows and grief, would not have been pleasant to 
look upon.  I think this is part of the meaning of the phrase “and we hid, as it were, our 
faces from him.”  The other meaning that can easily be derived from this phrase is that 
the world, especially the Jews, turned their faces away in contempt for Jesus when they 
rejected him.  He was not what they were expecting in a savior and they shunned him 
because of their own preconceived notion of the earthly, conquering Messiah.  Because 
of his lowly estate, because he was not what the world was expecting, we placed no value 
on him.  He was worthless and expendable, thus the phrase “and we esteemed him not”. 
 



 

 

Isaiah 53:4:  Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet 
we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.  
 
The basic meaning of this verse is that although the Messiah will bear our griefs and 
carry our sorrows, there will be those who assume that he is being justly punished for his 
own deeds, not for our deeds.  We reasoned in our hearts that he must be suffering for his 
own sin, but we were mistaken.  Those on this earth who despised and rejected the 
Messiah because of his sufferings and his lowly condition in life would make a grave 
error in doing so.  It was not for his sins that he had to endure this punishment, but for our 
sins (I John 2:2).  This statement in this verse is an acknowledgement of the error of 
mankind is making this judgment and a confession for those who have learned the truth 
concerning his death and suffering.  It is ironic that his finest hour, the period of time in 
which he sealed the deal as our Savior, is the time in which we turned away from him.  If 
there was ever a time to give him our utmost respect, attention and gratitude, it was this 
period of time.   
 
The words borne and carried are action verbs and definitely give us the idea that work 
will be performed.  If I see that you are carrying a large box and are having a difficult 
time in lifting that box, I can take it from you and bear the box myself.  That is the sense 
of the passage here.  He took the burden of sin off of our backs and bore it himself.  We 
certainly did not deserve to have this load lifted from us.  It is clear from looking at the 
old law that we are to bear our own sin.  In other words, if we commit the sin, we deserve 
the punishment, which is certainly fair and just (see applicable references at Leviticus 
5:1, 17; 24:15; Numbers 9:13; 14:34 and Ezekiel 18:19-20).     
 
The Hebrew word for grief is “chaliy” which means sickness or disease.  It is translated 
sickness or disease most of the time in the Old Testament, except for one time in 
Jeremiah where it is translated grief.  The Hebrew word for sorrow is make'ob which 
means pain or grief.  These words have similar meanings but have one main difference.  
One (griefs) deals with issues related to our physical bodies and the other (sorrows) deals 
with the issues related to our mental faculties.  In order to illustrate this point, we need to 
look no further than Matthew 8:17, where the writer Matthew, after Jesus had healed 
Peter’s mother-in-law and others who were demon possessed, writes that when Jesus 
healed those individuals, he was fulfilling the prophecy of Isaiah.  In his quote of this 
verse, he uses the words infirmities and sicknesses, thus covering both physical and 
mental problems that Jesus bore for us.  It does not mean; however, that Jesus actually 
became diseased or sick in the place of those that he healed.  It means that he took these 
sicknesses away from them by the power given to him by the Father.  It was the same 
way with our sin.  He did not become a sinner on the cross, yet he bore our sins for us.  
The concept that Jesus bore our sins while not actually becoming a sinner may be a 
difficult concept to understand, but the illustration of Jesus bearing the diseases and 
infirmities of the people without actually becoming diseased helps us understand the 
spiritual side of this equation.  This point is also made by Peter in I Peter 2:24 where he 
writes, “who himself bore our sins in his own body on the tree”. 



 

 

The Septuagint translates the phrase “yet we did esteem him stricken” to be “we 
considered him being in trouble”.  We thought that Jesus was in trouble and was being 
punished by God.  This certainly was fulfilled as the Jews attempted to prove that Jesus 
was a blasphemer and deserved the punishment he received (see Luke 23:34, Acts 3:17 
and I Corinthians 2:8).  It also shows that there were at least some who honestly thought 
that Jesus should die for HIS sins.  Job had to endure the same type of treatment.  His 
three friends were convinced that due to his suffering and debased condition, he was 
being punished by God for his sins.  This scenario combined with Job’s future exaltation 
after his refusal to submit to the temptation of sin, makes Job a “type of Christ”.  Job may 
very well be the first book of the Bible that was written.  Even from the early writings, 
there were signs of the coming Messiah.  God certainly did not leave his people without 
any clues of this coming. 
 
 
Isaiah 53:5:  But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our 
iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are 
healed.  
 
The word wounded comes from the Hebrew word chalal which means pierced or to be 
pierced.  This same Hebrew word is used in I Samuel 31:3 when Saul was mortally 
wounded by an arrow.  Isaiah predicts that the Messiah would suffer a physical wound, 
most likely a life threatening wound or wounds by some sort of piercing in his flesh.  
This could have meant an arrow or some other method; however, we can read in all of the 
gospels that the Messiah was pierced with nails in his hands and his feet and also with a 
spear in his side.  It is difficult to argue that this prophecy does not concern Jesus Christ.  
He was pierced, not for his transgressions but for ours.  This keeps the same theme as 
verse 4 and is supported by several verses in the New Testament including Romans 4:25, 
Hebrews 9:28 and I Peter 2:24. 
 
The word bruised comes from the Hebrew word daka which means to be bruised, broken 
or crushed.  The Septuagint reads, “he was rendered languid (feeble).  The Messiah was 
under such a weight of sorrow and calamity that he was literally crushed by the weight.  I 
think it also is intending to be a prophecy of Jesus bearing the weight of our sins as well.  
Our sins were so heavy a burden; he was rendered feeble or crushed to the Earth by the 
very weight of it all.  The same word is used in Job 6:9 concerning Job’s calamities. 
 
The word chastisement comes from the Hebrew word musar which means instruction.  
Used in this context, it means the punishment or correction that is given by parents to 
correct a fault of a child (see the same word used in Proverbs 22:15 and 23:13).  Thus the 
Messiah accepted the correction or punishment from the father that was necessary for our 
peace or our reconciliation to God.  The word peace is often used in the New Testament 
to denote being in a saved condition (see Ephesians 2:14-15, Acts 10:36 and Romans 
5:1).  If we are in a saved condition with God, we have true peace, the peace that passes 
understanding.  If you are not acceptable in God’s sight, there is truly no way possible to 



 

 

have true peace.  If it was not for the sacrifice of the Messiah for our sins, we would have 
no hope of obtaining that peace; therefore the opportunity for mankind to be reconciled to 
God rested entirely on his shoulders.  It is no wonder that he was crushed by all the 
weight. 
 
The word stripes comes from the Hebrew word chaburah which means simply a bruise.  
The idea is that the Messiah would be subjected to this sort of wound.  Normally the way 
that this sort of wound is obtained is by being beaten.  There is certainly no need to turn 
again to the New Testament and determine whether this was fulfilled in Christ.  There is 
no doubt that this is referring to the Messiah.  The details in this verse alone are so 
minute that there should be little left to debate.  The prediction that this servant of God 
would be pierced and bruised for the sins of mankind does not leave much room for the 
gainsayers to argue.  All of these predictions came true in Jesus Christ.  The 
mathematical odds that all of these predictions just happened to come true in Jesus Christ 
are so great, it is difficult to calculate (and we are only in verse five; we have seven 
verses left) and certainly should give us a big dose of confidence in our God and his son. 
 
The last phrase of this verse is “we are healed”.  As has been indicated earlier, it is only 
through the sacrifice of Jesus that we are truly healed.  Absent of that sacrifice, we would 
have no hope of being reconciled to the Father. 
 
 
Isaiah 53:6:  All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his 
own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.  
 
There are a few verses in the Bible that sum up the entire story in a few short words.  
This verse is one of those verses.  The relationship of the shepherd to the sheep is a 
common analogy in the Bible to contrast the relationship between God and the human 
race.  Sheep, if they are without a shepherd, will wander around completely oblivious to 
the dangers around them.  They are almost a completely helpless animal and are in 
desperate need of the guidance and protection that comes from a shepherd.  Isaiah 
acknowledges in this verse that mankind has wandered away from God; we have acted as 
if we were sheep without a shepherd; we have not sought the protection of the shepherd; 
we have decided to do it our own way.  In this, we find the natural inclination of 
mankind; that is, without guidance, man will wander around aimlessly, fulfilling 
whatever selfish wish he desires, heading towards his own destruction.  The analogy of 
sheep without a shepherd is often used in the bible to denote people in need of leadership.  
See also Numbers 27:17, I Kings 22:17, Zechariah 10:2 and Matthew 9:36.  The opposite 
of being without a shepherd is (obviously) having a shepherd.  Thus, in Christ, we have 
found a true shepherd who cares for his sheep, sheltering mankind from that destruction, 
teaching us the unity of his way (see I Peter 2:25).  Adam and Eve (representing 
mankind) had the privilege of having a shepherd, caring for their needs, having the unity 
of one common purpose with God.  But they made a conscious decision to do it their own 
way, they chose to wander, they chose to break from the unity that God offered.  Don’t 



 

 

we do the same thing many times in our lives?  God offers us unity, through Christ in one 
common purpose; we, at times, decide that our way is better.  We might have different 
ways of committing sin, different temptations that have beset us; however, all of us at one 
time or another have chosen our own sinful way instead of God’s ways.  When we decide 
that our ways are superior to God’s ways, we pursue our own interests, regardless of the 
needs of the group.  When we listen to God and the shepherd that he sent for us, we look 
to the needs of the group and others first, before our own needs.  Our way leads to 
discontent, strife and ultimately death.  God’s way leads to peace, unity and ultimately 
eternal life. 
 
The last phrase of this verse is very important and is put very simply in the Septuagint 
which renders it “The Lord gave him for our sins.”  Although we deserved the 
punishment for our sins, God gave them to Jesus to bear (see also Genesis 49:10-12).  
The Hebrew word used for the verb in this phrase is paga which means to strike upon or 
against.  It is used in a violent sense as a soldier would rush upon an enemy to kill him.  
The word is translated strike several times in the Old Testament (see II Samuel 1:15 and I 
Kings 2:29).  God was (appropriately) displeased with the sins of mankind and instead of 
wiping out mankind in his fury; he unleashed his anger on his own son.  The sins of 
mankind were not placed gently on Jesus, but rather were slammed down upon him like a 
lion pouncing on his prey.  Imagine how General Custer must have felt as, what must 
have seemed like every Indian in the world, rode down on him and his army.  It certainly 
must have been horrifying to realize that there was no way to escape as well as realizing 
that you were about to feel the fury and frustration of the American Indians.  Jesus, on the 
cross, received the fury and frustration of God.  He struck Jesus so violently with our 
sins, that we still can hear the thud (spiritually speaking) some 2000 years later.    
 
Leviticus, chapter 16, covers the Day of Atonement and the temporary way that the sins 
of the Children of Israel could be atoned.  The high priest was commanded to take two 
goats and present them before the Lord at the door of the tabernacle of meeting.  One 
goat was sacrificed as a sin offering to God.  The other goat was a scapegoat.  Aaron 
would lay both of his hand on the head of the scapegoat and confess the sins of the people 
over it.  He then would have a suitable man banish the scapegoat into the wilderness.  
When the Messiah willingly submitted to death by crucifixion, he became the sin offering 
for mankind, allowing his blood to be shed to atone mankind’s sins.  But the blood 
sacrifice was only half of the atonement.  The other half was the banishment of sin on the 
back of the scapegoat into the wilderness.  When the sins of mankind were laid onto 
Jesus when he was on the cross, God had to remove himself from the scene.  God cannot 
come into contact with sin, therefore God, in effect, banished Jesus Christ into the 
wilderness making him the scapegoat for our sins.  When God laid the sins of the world 
onto Christ and then subsequently, he died; he completed the atonement for our sins.  
Both had to be accomplished for the sacrifice to be complete.  The Messiah certainly is 
deserving of our gratitude for accomplishing this mission from above.  It took a special 
kind of person to complete this mission; it took the son of God himself to deliver the 
atonement for mankind. 



 

 

Isaiah 53:7:  He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: 
he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, 
so he openeth not his mouth.  
 
The normal human response to being oppressed without cause is to lash back, defend 
yourself; even try to exact some revenge against those would afflict you.  The Messiah, 
however, will not try to defend himself against those who oppress him.  We also tend to 
let people know when we are under oppression or affliction.  Often we will complain to 
all who will listen to us about our plight in life.  We grow impatient waiting for the 
affliction to cease.  Although the Messiah could stop his oppression at any time, he will 
choose to accept this affliction on behalf of mankind.  The Septuagint renders this “He, 
on account of his affliction, opened not his mouth,” giving the impression that he was 
silent because of his great affliction.  The Hebrew word for oppression is nagas which 
means “to drive, to impel, to urge such as exacting payment or tribute (see Deuteronomy 
15:2-3).  Jesus was our ransom or tribute for our sins.  This prophecy certainly is 
remarkable in that the Messiah will handle his oppression without resistance.  It is also 
very remarkable that he will go through such suffering without even the slightest 
compliant.  This is a very good example for all of us.  Jesus’ meekness and humility 
shows so clearly at the cross.  He did not even complain to his father about the treatment 
he received from their own creation. 
 
Although a sheep is being led to the shearers or the slaughterhouse, it normally will 
follow without a fight or the slightest hesitation.  This was the situation with Christ at the 
cross.  He was patient, he made no resistance, he quietly allowed the authorities to lead 
him to his death.  Although the mob was circling around him; although they wanted 
blood; although he had done nothing wrong; Jesus was composed and willing to let those 
who had no power kill the one who had the ultimate power.  It was as if he were ignorant 
of what was going to happen to him.  That is how it would appear.  Jesus knew, however, 
what was ahead of him; yet he still chose not to resist (see I Peter 2:23).  For the proof of 
the fulfillment of this prophecy, see Matthew 26:63, Matthew 27:12, 14. 
 
It is interesting to note that in Acts the 8th chapter, Philip has an opportunity to explain 
this verse to the Ethiopian eunuch (Acts 8:32).  Luke records that he started at that verse, 
and preached to him the gospel. 
 
 
Isaiah 53:8:  He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare 
his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression 
of my people was he stricken.  
 
The general nature of this verse gives us the details that the Messiah will die after being 
subjected to some form of justice.  Although the Bible does not record Jesus ever going 
to jail, the original Hebrew word for prison here means shutting up or closing up 
implying restraint or detention.  This, of course, did occur as Jesus was taken into custody 



 

 

by the Roman & Jewish authorities (see John 18:24).  Not only did Isaiah predict that 
Jesus would be detained by the authorities, but he also predicted that Jesus would be 
subject to a mockery of a trial.  The Septuagint reads, “In his humiliation, his judgment 
(legal trial) was taken away.”  This was the translation being read by the Ethiopian 
eunuch when the evangelist Philip came upon him (see Acts 8:33).  Philip began at this 
passage and preached to him Jesus.  Jesus was not lynched by the mob, but rather was 
sentenced to death by the law of the land.  All of this was done to fulfill the prophecy of 
Isaiah, which, in turn, was fulfilled in the minutest detail.      
 
The meaning of the phrase “and who shall declare his generation?” is difficult to 
ascertain and is a phrase where bible scholars are divided as to its meaning.  Obviously 
the announcement of his generation is a proclamation that no one is willing to proclaim, 
but what does this mean?  There are those who believe that this phrase means that no one 
would speak up for Jesus as to his innocence during the period of his detainment, his trial 
or right before he was crucified.  It was a custom in some areas of the world that prior to 
an execution, a crier would make a proclamation that if anyone had information 
concerning the innocence of the prisoner in question, that he or she should bring it to the 
attention of the authorities for consideration.  These scholars contend that this was done 
in the times of Jesus and no one would speak on his behalf.  The apostle Paul alludes to 
this custom when he was standing before Festus wondering why no one would speak on 
his behalf as to his strict upbringing and his close attention to the law (Acts 26:4-5).  The 
main problem with attributing that fact to Christ’s circumstance is that it is not supported 
at all by the New Testament text. 
 
Others such as Martin Luther translate it, “Who will declare the length of his life?" 
meaning that although he would be cut off from the land of the living, his existence 
would go on forever.  Jesus Christ, and his bride, the Church will have a perpetual 
existence and will not have an end, as his life did here on Earth.  Another explanation is 
given that corresponds with verse ten in that his generation (or posterity) will be so 
numerous that no one will be able to declare it.  The word generation comes from the 
Hebrew word dor which means an age, a generation of human beings; the revolving 
period or circle of human life.  Although it may be difficult to determine the exact 
meaning of this phrase, the last two explanations seem to be the most reasonable. 
 
The prophecy that the Messiah would be cut off from the land of the living indicates that 
he would suffer a violent death (see also Daniel 9:26).  The Septuagint reads, “for his life 
is taken away from the Earth.”  The Hebrew word for “cut off” is gazar which means, to 
cut, to cut in two, to divide.  It gives the connotation that he would be cut down in the 
middle of his days, which truly did happen to Jesus as he was crucified around the age of 
thirty-three.  Isaiah ends the verse reiterating that the Messiah would suffer these 
calamities because of his people, not for his own deeds.  The word stricken denotes that 
the stroke would come upon him thus causing a bruise on his skin, similar to the fourth 



 

 

verse of this chapter.  The Septuagint adds the words “unto death” to the end of this 
phrase reading, “for the transgressions of my people he was led unto death.”       
 
 
Isaiah 53:9: And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; 
because he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth.  
 
There are several translations of this verse which differ from the King James text, which 
may shed some light on the meaning of this verse.  The Septuagint translates the first 
phrase of this verse to be:  “I will give the wicked instead of his burial, and the rich in the 
place.”  Another translation (Hengstenberg) renders it:  They appointed his grave with the 
wicked (but he was with a rich man after his death).”  The meaning seems to be that 
although Jesus was assigned a grave with the wicked, he would end up being with a rich 
man after his death.  Jesus’ enemies sought to humiliate him even after his death.  An 
improper burial (or lack of burial) was reserved for the worst of mankind (see the story of 
Ahab and Jezebel’s death in I Kings 21).  This would have been extremely humiliating 
for the Son of God to be buried with common criminals; however, God would not permit 
this to happen.  The words “he made” come from the Hebrew nathan which basically 
means “to give”.  Therefore his body was given to be buried with the wicked.  
Remember, the cross was made for Barabbas; he should have been on that cross.  
Naturally, Barabbas would have been buried with the other two criminals.  It was the 
intent of the Messiah’s enemies to bury him like he was a common criminal.  Putting 
Jesus to death was simply not enough; they sought to humiliate him further.  Josephus 
reads in Antiquities IV 8.6, “He that blasphemeth God, let him be stoned; and let him 
hang on a tree all that day, and then let him be buried in an ignominious and obscure 
manner.”  This was the intent of the mob when Jesus was crucified.  However, God 
intervened and there plans were not carried out.  The word “and” that connects the two 
initial phrases of this verse really means in this case “but, yet,” meaning that although he 
was executed with common criminals and would have been buried in a like manner, he 
was instead with a rich man upon his death.   This was fulfilled in the minutest detail 
since we read in the scriptures that Joseph of Arimathea was given charge of his body, 
who indeed was a rich man.  He was buried in a fine linen cloth using 100 pounds of 
myrrh and aloes in a new tomb.  This would have been reserved for only the wealthy.  
Obviously, this was not the normal burial of a common criminal.  Is there any way for 
Isaiah, some 700 years before this event occurred, by chance, to predict these exact 
events?  What other common criminal was ever buried in this manner? 
 
The word death in this verse is actually the plural deaths in the original Hebrew.  This is 
similar to the death that Adam went through as indicated by Genesis 2:17.  Adam died a 
spiritual death when he disobeyed God by eating the fruit.  He died a physical death 
several years later, thus dying two deaths.  Jesus also died two deaths on the cross.  He 
obviously died a physical death when he gave up the ghost, but he also died a spiritual 
death when God removed his presence from the cross.  In fact, the very definition of 
spiritual death is the absence of the presence of God.  If God is not in your life and 



 

 

present inside of you through his Holy Spirit, then you are spiritually dead.  Jesus went 
through both deaths on your behalf. 
 
The word “because” in this verse is better rendered in our modern English as “although.”  
In other words, he was put to death, almost humiliated in his burial, although he was not 
violent or deceitful.  The Messiah received this treatment even though he had not 
provoked them with violence.  Barabbas, as a murderer, deserved to be on that cross.  
Jesus, however, was not violent.  He was only gentle, meek and approachable to all who 
wanted the truth.  He also was not deceitful.  He was open and honest with all those he 
came in contact with.  What other human being could this be talking about?  Haven’t we 
all at one time or another had deceit in our mouths?  Although we may try to eradicate all 
deceit from our daily lives, we, being human, fall short of that goal.  Jesus was truly a 
remarkable person to be without deceit in his mouth (see I Peter 2:20-22 & Hebrews 
4:15). 
 
 
Isaiah 53:10:  Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: 
when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall 
prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.  
 
In the last three verses of Isaiah 53, the end result is given from all the suffering of the 
Messiah; he will be exalted.  He went to Calvary, not because he was receiving the just 
due of his deeds, but because it was pleasing to his Father.  God knew that the suffering 
(grief) of his son was necessary for salvation of the human race and he allowed it to 
happen.  This verse informs us that the sufferings of the Messiah actually pleased God.  
How could this have please him?  The witnessing of his only son being beaten and put to 
death must certainly have been hard on the Father; so how could this have pleased him?  
God had developed this plan from the beginning.  When Jesus fulfilled his mission on 
Earth, God’s plan to save the human race was fulfilled.  God had the ability to see all of 
the souls of the saved that would now be allowed access to him.  He must have also been 
pleased with the absolute obedience of his son.  Doesn’t this give us pleasure here on 
Earth, when our children obey us willingly?  The Messiah was so humble and loyal in his 
service to the Father, this must have been very pleasing (Isaiah 42:1).  The sacrifice of 
God’s son would show the world the true nature of God.  It would show his grace and 
mercy and his absolute love for mankind.  And last, and certainly not least, it would 
showcase the true nature of his son.  When we give the son glory for his sacrifice, we, in 
effect, are giving God the glory as well.  Through all of these reasons, God the Father 
was pleased with the bruising of his son.  (See discussion of verse five on the word 
bruise)  It was all by God’s blessed design that these sorrows would be heaped on his son 
(he hath put him to grief (sorrows)). 
 
Although there is some disagreement on what the phrase “when thou shalt make his soul” 
is referring to, it appears, based on the original Hebrew text, and the connection between 
the verses and thoughts, that it could be rendered “his soul shall make,” being the words 



 

 

of God through Isaiah.  There is no doubt that verse eleven is the words of God, however 
there is some question whether his words start earlier than verse eleven.  It certainly 
would make sense for God to say that his (the Messiah’s) soul shall make an offering for 
sin, and because of that sacrifice, his days will be prolonged and he will see an abundance 
of people follow him.  The Septuagint renders this phrase, “If you shall give (an offering) 
for sin, your soul shall see a long-lived posterity.”  Through the sacrifice of his life (the 
Hebrew word soul here means life or breath) it would be rendered as a sin offering for 
mankind.  Paul writes in II Corinthians 5:21 that “God made him to be sin for us”, thus 
fulfilling the mission of being an atonement for sins.  Jesus was not just a common 
martyr who died for a just cause, his death brought an atonement for sin.  Although he 
was guiltless, he bore the sins of mankind; similar to the animals that were sacrificed 
under the old covenant.  They were innocent animals, but they were sacrificed to show a 
true confession of sin to God.  When an individual brought an animal sacrifice before the 
Lord, he was acknowledging guilt to the creator.  The animal, although innocent, bore the 
sins of the individual, bearing the true punishment for sin: death.  When we are baptized 
and we make Jesus’ soul an offering for our sin; we are acknowledging our own guilt and 
allowing the sacrifice of Jesus Christ to atone for our sins.  (See references at Leviticus 
19:21-22, Romans 3:23-25, Ephesians 5:2, Hebrews 7:27, I John 2:2, I John 4:10) 
 
Because he willingly became our sin offering, he will see his descendants or his seed.  
Having a lot of descendants was considered an honor among the Hebrews (see Proverbs 
17:6 and Psalms 127:5).  This was promised to Abraham as a gift from the Lord.  
Obviously, Jesus did not have any physical descendants; however, he had numerous 
spiritual descendants (Psalms 16: 9-11).  Part of the reward for offering himself for 
mankind was to be able to see numerous people accept him as the Savior of mankind.  
This reward is still in place today.  When we stop rebelling against God and accept Jesus’ 
sacrifice as our atonement for sins, Jesus personally gets pleasure from that change.  
There are many today who die before they get a chance to witness their posterity.  Some 
die while their children are still young and are not allowed to see the fruit of their 
posterity.  It is a blessing to be able to live long enough to not only see our children 
become adults, but to witness the birth and lives of our grandchildren.  When Jacob 
learned that Joseph was alive, one of the blessings of that reunion was the ability to see 
the offspring of Joseph (Genesis 48:11). 
 
In order to see all of his offspring, the Messiah will need to enjoy a long life.  Although 
he will be “cut off from the land of the living”, he will be preserved spiritually, forever 
with God and be able to see numerous spiritual descendants.  God promised Solomon that 
if he would walk in his ways and keep his commandments, God would give him a long 
life.  Just as numerous descendants were a blessing to the Hebrew, a long life was 
considered a blessing from God as well (Psalms 45:16-17). 
 
The verse ends with a simple statement:  the pleasure of the Lord will prosper in his hand.  
The mission of the Messiah was the pleasure of God.  The success of his mission was in 
the hands of the Messiah.  He had the power to terminate the mission at any point.  At no 



 

 

time in the process, did Jesus give up his free will to make his own decisions.  He could 
have called a legion of angels to deliver him from the angry mob, but he chose to go 
through with God’s plan.  This statement is a prediction that his son will, in fact, go 
through with the plan and result in the Lord being pleased. 
 
 
Isaiah 53:11:  He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his 
knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities.  
 
This verse is a recording of the direct words of God as recorded by Isaiah.  Jesus is God’s 
righteous servant that is mentioned in this verse (see Isaiah 52:13) and his words continue 
for the rest of the chapter.  Therefore the “he” and the “his” in the first phrase of this 
verse is most likely referring to Christ.  If that be true, then the meaning is that Jesus will 
see all of the good that will come from his toil and labor and will be satisfied with the 
results.  In fact, the pain will almost be forgotten in the joy of seeing souls being saved 
from their sins.  This word is sometimes used to capture the feeling of bearing children.  
In a similar manner, the mother goes through great pain and distress to deliver a child; 
however, after the birthing process is complete, the pain is the last thing on a mother’s 
mind as her new child is placed on her body for the first time.  The joy seems to take the 
place of the pain almost immediately (John 16:21 & Galatians 4:19).  Another example is 
the farmer.  In toil and labor, the farmer plants a crop, waters it and defends it from pests.  
However, when the harvest time has come, the farmer looks upon his crop with 
satisfaction of a job well done.  The long hot summer has almost been forgotten as the 
reward for the labor is near.  The reward is enough for the mother or the farmer to 
consider that the hard work was worth the result.  Thus, Jesus was satisfied with his 
labor, although it was very difficult to endure. 
 
The phrase “by his knowledge” would be better rendered in our modern English as “by 
the knowledge of him”.  Thus we have the opportunity for atonement when we have 
knowledge of the Messiah.  When we are aware of the plan of redemption, when we are 
acquainted with his suffering on the cross, when we understand what he has done on our 
behalf, then God’s righteous servant will justify us (Philippians 3:10 & John 17:3).  God 
calls his son a righteous servant in this verse.  This is important to note because it is only 
in his righteousness that we are justified.  If he would not have carried out God’s plan, 
then we would have no hope of justification.  The word justify or justification is 
frequently used in the Bible.  The word means to be made righteous or just.  It can not 
mean in this context that we have been examined and have been found innocent of any 
wrongdoing.  The sense of this word here is that we were found guilty, but we were 
treated as if we were righteous.  Why would we be treated this way, when we deserve 
punishment for our iniquities?  Because someone stepped in on our behalf and agreed to 
pay for the crime we committed.  In this sense, we were justified (Romans 5:1, 9, 18-19 
& I Corinthians 6:11).  The last phrase of this verse is another acknowledgment by God 
that the Messiah will bear our sins for us.  
 



 

 

 
Isaiah 53:12:  Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall 
divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and 
he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made 
intercession for the transgressors. 
 
Jesus gave his life for mankind; therefore, he will get a reward.  The first two phrases of 
this verse have a military connotation to them.  In battle, the army that wins gets the 
spoils.  Jesus went to battle for us; he fought the forces of evil and he won.  It is only 
fitting that Jesus would receive some sort of compensation for this victory.  What is the 
reward for his sacrifice?  A place at the right hand of God will be his reward.    This verse 
predicts that the Messiah will triumph in the end.  His spoils will not simply be the weak 
and the easy to obtain, but Jesus will divide the spoil with the great and the strong.  He 
will conquer the strong and mighty and they will follow him.  The numbers of his 
followers will be many as well.  The Hebrew word translated great in this verse is rabbiym 
which can mean either powerful or many.  All we need to examine to verify that this 
prophecy has come true is to look at the many powerful kingdoms of this world that have 
come and gone (Greeks, Romans, etc…), yet Christ’s kingdom has outlasted them or 
conquered them all (Revelation 11:15).  Concerning the second phrase of this verse, this is 
very similar to the first:  however, the connotation is one of a conqueror.  The Messiah 
will conqueror the strong and mighty of this world.  This could be where some Jews got 
the idea of the Messiah being a world conqueror; however, the passage should most likely 
be understood in the spiritual realm only.  All this reward was due to him because he 
poured out his soul (his blood) unto death.  
 
Jesus was not guilty, yet he was numbered with those who were guilty.  This is clearly a 
prediction of the scene on Calvary where Jesus was crucified between two criminals and 
thus, was numbered or considered to be one of them.  Mark quotes this verse in Mark 
15:28.  The last phrase of this verse sums up the last fifteen verses:  the servant that these 
verses refer to will make intercession or atonement for the sinner.  Not only will this 
servant be our go-between or mediator between God and us, he performed the act to even 
make this even possible.  Without his sacrifice or his willingness to speak on our behalf to 
God, he would not be our intercessor.  This is our only chance; there is no more sacrifice 
for sin.   If you do not accept this atonement, you will die in your sins.  Unfortunately, 
there are countless numbers of people today who do not believe this to be true.  We should 
pray for all those who do not know this mediator and we should be eternally grateful that 
he chose to fulfill that role.  (see references at Romans 8:34 & I John 2:1) 
 
So what about this servant; what facts do we have to determine who these fifteen verses 
are really talking about?  Let’s list them out: 
 

1. He will be wise and will make good decisions 
2. He shall be lifted up and glorified 
3. Many people will be astonished that this servant will take such a beating 



 

 

4. This servant’s appearance will be disfigured beyond human resemblance, worse 
than any other mankind has seen 

5. Kings will have the utmost reverence for him, and will believe in him, although 
they didn’t know he was coming 

6. The Jewish people will not believe this servant when he comes 
7. He will have a humble beginning 
8. People will not follow him for his physical beauty or his status in life 
9. He will be despised by men 
10. He will be well acquainted with grief and sorrow 
11. The people will turn away from him in his time of death 
12. This servant will bear our griefs and sorrows 
13. The people will mistakenly think that this servant is being punished for his own 

deeds 
14. He will be pierced 
15. He will be bruised 
16. We will be healed because of his beatings and punishment 
17. God himself will offer this servant as a sacrifice for mankind 
18. He will be not be aggressive before his enemies at the time of his death 
19. He will be incarcerated or taken into custody 
20. He will not be given the benefit of a fair trial 
21. He will die 
22. He will die in the prime of his life 
23. He will be assigned a grave with common criminals 
24. He will actually be given over to a rich man after his death 
25. He will have committed no violence 
26. He will not have uttered any deceit 
27. This servants live and sacrifice will be very pleasing to God 
28. His days will be prolonged after his death 
29. This servant will be satisfied with his sacrifice 
30. He will be exalted and blessed abundantly for his sacrifice 

 
I’m sure there are more pieces of information about this servant in these verses; however, 
this list is pretty impressive.  I am totally convinced (and I hope you are too) that these 
verses are prophesying of the Messiah, Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  Therefore, if these 
verses are referring to the coming Messiah, then Christianity can be proved, because 
these predictions could not have been fulfilled on their own; there would have had to 
have been a higher power involved.  Because these predictions are all minute and 
completely validated by the New Testament, these verses should be a part of your study; 
because you never know when you might need to use these verses to share God’s way 
with the unbeliever.  Isaiah 52:13 – Isaiah 53: the atonement of the Messiah, backbone of 
the Old Testament, vital in understanding the New Testament, wonderful work of a 
prophet who was inspired by God to record these prophecies for our learning. 
 
 



 

 

Isaiah Chapter Fifty-four:  The Messiah’s Promise of Israel’s (Church) Restoration 
 
When a man or woman obeys the gospel and realizes that his or her sins have now been 
remitted, an immense joy should emerge.  Notice the first word of the fifty-fourth 
chapter:  sing.  The Messiah has atoned for your sins; therefore the entire world should 
sing in their joy.  This is the reaction from the Children of Israel when they realized that 
they were rescued from the Egyptians; they lifted up their voices in praise to God.  This is 
the main theme of this chapter:  the Children of Israel and the gentile nations should all 
rejoice because of the atonement of mankind’s sins.  However, like much of Isaiah, there 
are those who believe that these verses are dealing with the coming home from the 
Babylonian captivity.  I speculate that before the time of Christ, most probably 
considered these verses to be covering that very issue.  However, the inspired writer Paul 
interpreted the first verse of this chapter to be referring to the addition of the Gentiles to 
the church in greater numbers than the Jews (see Galatians 4:27).  In my opinion, this 
passage is mainly referring to the time when the church will flourish, however, this 
passage could certainly (in most cases) be covering both issues.  In any case, joy and 
singing are expressed here and it is the result of the grace and mercy of God. 
 
The last two phrases of verse one are the phrases quoted by Paul in Galatians.  The 
gentiles are considered the children of the desolate, and the Jews are considered the 
children of the married woman.  For the most part, gentiles were not aware of Christ’s 
coming; but the Jews were.  However, the gentiles accepted the gospel in larger numbers 
than the Jews, thus the basic meaning of verse one. 
 
If many are going to be added to Christ’s kingdom, then the area in which those believers 
are housed will need to be enlarged.  Verses two and three are prophecies that the church 
will flourish after Christ has accomplished his atonement mission.  When we choose to 
be on God’s side, we do not have to worry about being ashamed or disgraced, because we 
know who will ultimately win the battle between God and Satan.  God is the creator of 
the whole earth (verse 5), therefore if he is for us, who can be against us?  The analogy of 
the relationship between a husband and a wife is used several times in this chapter.  
Christ is the husband and the church is his wife.  Although his wife has brought reproach 
on herself, he will not forsake her and will continue to love her.  It is a beautiful analogy 
of exactly how God does feel about his children. 
 
God then reminds his people of the promise that he gave to Noah thousands of years 
before.  He promised that he would never again destroy the Earth with water.  Just has 
God has kept that promise, he will also keep his promise to the church that he will never 
abandon it.  Words of comfort and safety for the church dominate the last nine verses of 
this chapter.  God is simply not going to allow anyone or anything to destroy his church.  
Even if the mountains depart and the hills are removed, he still is not going to abandon 
his bride.  After all, God is the one who made the blacksmith who, in turn, makes the 
weapons or war.  He controls what happens and he has the power to protect his church, 
no matter what is going on in the world.  There will be those who assemble themselves 



 

 

together to consider how they can bring harm upon the church.  However, they will not 
be successful in bringing down the church of Jesus Christ.  Isaiah 54:13 is quoted by 
Jesus in John 6:45.   
 

Isaiah Chapter Fifty-five through Chapter Fifty-six, Verse Eight – The Messiah’s 
Invitation to the World 
 
It could easily be argued that the fifteen verses from Isaiah 52:13 through Isaiah 53:12 
(“Isaiah 53”) are the backbone of the Old Testament.  It could also be argued that the 
twenty-one verses from Isaiah 55:1 through Isaiah 56:8 (“Isaiah 55”) are the most 
beautiful.  If not the most beautiful, then certainly one of the most beautiful set of verses 
in the Old Testament.  As the mission of the Messiah is certainly clear in Isaiah 53, the 
invitation of the Messiah is certainly clear in Isaiah 55.  All are invited to receive the 
benefits of the Messiah’s sacrifice.  Perhaps nowhere else in the bible is there a clearer 
picture of what God intended the Messiah’s sacrifice to accomplish.  He intended for 
every single sinner to benefit from that sacrifice.  It is no accident that these chapters 
follow the fifteen verses on the atonement; Christ’s sacrifice covers all.  There are to be 
no more excuses, no more “I’m not good enough”; no more “My sin is just too great”; or 
no more “I’ve wasted too much of my life”; the invitation to participate in the sacrifice of 
the Messiah is to all who want it.  It is freely given and available to all who will accept it.  
Isaiah even considers this area of his book to be important.  You can see that from the 
first two letters which start this chapter:  Ho!  This is written by Isaiah to get those who 
are reading his prophecy to pay attention to what follows.  If Isaiah, the inspired prophet 
and writer considers this to be important, maybe we should as well. 
 
Isaiah writes that this invitation is to all those who thirst, which would definitely cover all 
of mankind.  When you are thirsty, there is little other that matters.  Your thoughts are 
centered on when and how (kind of liquid) you can quench that thirst.  When that thirst is 
finally quenched, it is only quenched temporarily.  You will become thirsty again which, 
at that time, you will need to seek liquid again.  The Messiah, however, will give 
different water (see John, 4th chapter).  Those that drink of that water will never thirst 
again.  It is sometimes hard for us to imagine being thirsty for very long.  We live in 
America where clean, refreshing water is readily available.  We do not have to suffer 
thirst for very long periods of time.  But imagine being in a third world country where 
clean drinking water is not necessarily a constant.  There certainly would be times where 
you would long for clean water, and there would be none available.  Jesus wants us to 
have an intense desire for his living water, just like we would for actual water if we were 
really thirsty.  This is the analogy given by Isaiah.  Water is a necessity to our physical 
bodies; living water (God’s word) is a necessity to our spiritual bodies. 
 



 

 

This water is offered to us without consideration of our ability to pay.  For those who are 
wealthy, it cannot be bought.  For those who are poor, the gift comes with no price tag, 
and you may freely partake of it.  God offers all to buy wine and milk without the need 
for money.  Wine, being a drink that would have been common at feasts, is symbolic of 
the happiness that we will feel when we are part of his Kingdom.  Milk, being a drink that 
nourishes, is symbolic of the spiritual nourishment that we will receive through God’s 
word.  Thus, God has provided us the necessary things to be happy and well nourished.  
He certainly can, and will provide for all those who claim him as their Lord.  He is 
interested in every one of his creation to be happy and well nourished.  He desires that no 
one should be cut off from Him. 
 
It is certainly tempting in the United States to try and satisfy our needs with material 
things.  However, it is simply not possible to truly satisfy our basic needs with more 
material things.  True happiness does not come from outside material wealth; it comes 
from knowing the Father.  We certainly must note that material wealth can create 
happiness in your life, but it is only a temporary happiness.  It is similar to a baby’s 
pacifier.  A baby needs to have close contact with its parents, especially the mother, to 
satisfy a basic need of love and belonging.  However, a mother cannot be available 
twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week to hold their babies.  Often babies are given a 
pacifier to allow them to suck on something (of they suck their thumb) to temporarily 
create a soothing that can replace the touch (or the feeding) of the mother.  This does not 
replace the basic needs of the baby; it only temporarily pacifies the needs of the baby.  
Material wealth is the same thing as a pacifier; it can only pacify our basic needs 
temporarily.  We desire material things, we all do; but we should strive for spiritual 
things above our quest for material things.  Because, put simply, spiritual things are 
forever; material things are temporary pacifiers at best.  Isaiah encourages all to focus our 
attention on what really matters, not the temporary pleasure of a pacifier (verses two and 
three). 
 
The fourth verse of chapter fifty-five is similar to Isaiah 33:22 in that it mentions three 
aspects of the Messiah which corresponds with our three branches of government.  The 
Messiah will be our witness (Judicial), he will be our leader (executive) and he will be 
our commander (lawgiver in the original Hebrew (legislative)).  The Messiah can handle 
what no human could ever handle; he can fulfill the needs of all three areas mentioned 
above.  When a human tries to fulfill all of those areas, it is called a dictator.  Verse five 
tells us that the gospel of the Messiah will be offered unto the Gentiles.  They were a 
nation(s) that did not know of his coming, but will widely accept him as the Savior of 
mankind. 
 
There is a window of opportunity that exists for every individual to accept the truth.  
Isaiah explains that fact in verse six of chapter fifty-five.  It is important to seek the Lord 
while he may be found or call upon him while he is near.  Obviously, we have to accept 



 

 

him before we die or before the end of the world, whichever comes first.  But I believe 
this verse indicates something else.  We have to take advantage of our opportunities.  We 
do not have the privilege of knowing how many opportunities that we have.  For the 
unbeliever, there may be moments that the word of God may seem to be acceptable.  
There may be times where an unbeliever has contact with a believer where the thought of 
being a Christian may seem to be a good idea.  If that opportunity is spurned, there may 
never be another one like it.  It is very important to seek the Lord while he may be found 
and call upon him while he is near.  Failure to do so may result in spiritual death (see 
Hebrews 3:13).  This also should be very sobering for the believer as well.  Maybe that 
person who just spoke to you is the closest they will ever be to accepting the truth, and it 
is up to the believer to capitalize on the opportunity.  Will you (I)? 
 
What must the unbeliever do to accept the atonement for his or her sins?  Forsake his way 
and his thoughts and return unto the Lord (verse seven).  If the sinner turns from his 
sinful practices; if the sinner decides that the objects of his thoughts or his purposes in 
life should be changed to be in accordance with God’s will; and if the sinner makes a 
complete turn toward the Lord, then he will be pardoned abundantly, irregardless of the 
kind of man he was before he made the change.  That is the promise of God.  That 
certainly is not the ways of man.  It is hard to get a man to forgive a few minor things, let 
alone anything that another has done to him.  However, fortunately, God’s ways are not 
our ways and his thoughts are not our thoughts.  Just in case we might be tempted to 
think that our sin is too great, or our delay was too long, he reminds us that he does not 
consider things the same way that we consider things; pardon is available to all.  For just 
as the rain falls from heaven and accomplishes its mission in watering the Earth; so the 
word of God will not fail in accomplishing its mission; the saving of men’s souls.  Just as 
the Earth is dead without the rain from heaven, so would our souls be if we did not have 
the Messiah.  It is he who gives life. 
 
Isaiah chapter fifty-six continues with the invitation to accept God’s plan and the things 
that must be done to be acceptable.  The Christian must keep justice and do 
righteousness.  The believer must love the Lord and love his fellow man.  The latter item 
is recorded throughout the Old and New Testaments, but in different ways.  Micah 6:8, 
James 1:27, Matthew 22:40 all put these two commandments into different words, but 
they all have the same meaning.  It is recorded in Genesis 6:11 that the violation of those 
two commandments was the reason for the flood.  These same two commandments are 
also recorded in Isaiah 56:2.  We are to keep from defiling the Sabbath, which is a 
metaphor for taking care of our duty toward God.  We are also to keep our hands from 
doing any evil, which is a metaphor for taking care of our duty to mankind. 
 
In the Messiah’s kingdom, all are equal.  It doesn’t matter the background, it doesn’t 
matter the pedigree, only the heart of the individual and his or her service to God and 
mankind matter.  If a man of low estate chooses of his free will to accept the teachings of 



 

 

the Messiah and to mold his life around those teachings, he will be exalted and given an 
“everlasting name.”  The two examples given in Isaiah 56 are the foreigner and the 
eunuch.  Under the Law of Moses, a foreigner could proselyte himself and adopt the 
Jewish religion; however, they were still not a Jew.  The Jews definitely had pride in 
being a Jew and often looked down on those who did not share their national origin.  
Under the new covenant, national origin doesn’t matter; all are given the same 
opportunities and the same rewards.  The Eunuch could not be numbered with the rest of 
the people (Deuteronomy 23:2), and thus had limitations placed on them.  Under the 
Messiah’s covenant, none would have a disadvantage, as all will be given the opportunity 
to receive the reward.  Paul in his letter to the church at Ephesus describes this concept as 
well as anybody; this is found at Ephesians 2:11-22. 
 
Isaiah Chapter Fifty-six, Verse Nine through Chapter Fifty-seven – The Messiah’s 
Rebuke of the Wicked 
 
These twenty-five verses noted above constitute one of the few rebukes in the last 
twenty-seven chapters of Isaiah.  For the most part, the last twenty-seven chapters are 
filled with hope and encouragement; however, these verses go back to dealing with the 
issues that led them to captivity in the first place.  They also apply to us today, because 
we can certainly fall into spiritual captivity if we do not heed the criticism that is leveled 
at the Children of Israel in this section of Isaiah.  Isaiah 56:9 seems to be addressing some 
kind of invasion that is imminent.  Most likely, this is referring to the invasion from 
Babylon that would still be in the future at the time of Isaiah’s writing.  Those who were 
in captivity in Babylon, who might be reading this section, could be reminded of the 
kinds of activities that led them to fall out of God’s good graces and ultimately led to 
their captivity at the hands of the Chaldeans.  The main criticism that is leveled in these 
verses is directed toward the leaders of the Children of Israel.  This is likely referring to 
the spiritual leaders of the people, which would be the false prophets, priests and others 
who were in the capacity to lead in spiritual matters.  These leaders will guilty of many 
things, most of which are given in detail in these verses. 
 
These leaders did not have the spiritual needs of the people first in their minds.  They 
were more concerned about their own physical pleasure and financial stability than they 
were the decaying spiritual condition of the Hebrew people.  They failed to warn the 
people about their spiritual condition.  Even a dumb dog (Isaiah’s words) can alert people 
to incoming danger; however, the spiritual leaders could not warn the people of their 
spiritual deterioration, the very thing they were supposed to do.  Their leaders were 
greedy, selfish, addicted to sleep and generally not concerned with the spiritual well-
being of the nation.  They were only interested in how it benefited them, which is not a 
characteristic that you want in any leader, let alone one who gives direction for your soul.  
It is important, even today, that our spiritual leaders be more concerned about the 
condition of the souls that they are charged to watch over, than the feelings that could 
potentially be hurt or the friend that could potentially be lost.  Obviously, it takes 



 

 

judgment to discern when to intervene in somebody else’s spiritual problem; however, it 
is important for all of us to be vigilant and watchful for spiritual problems in the church.  
We should pray for our spiritual leaders that God would help them in their duties to avoid 
the problems that encompassed the Children of Israel in their struggle to serve God.  
 
Isaiah 57:1 refers to a time where the righteous are perishing, and no one considers this to 
be much of a problem.  This may be referring to the time of Manasseh where the 
righteous were persecuted excessively, including Isaiah himself, who was sawed in two 
by the order from the evil king.  The writer of II Kings noted that he “shed innocent 
blood very much till he had filled Jerusalem from one end to the other” (II Kings 21:16).  
This would have been a very difficult time to be righteous; however, those that were put 
to death under Manasseh were taken to a much better place, and were spared the horror of 
the Babylonian invasion, which occurred less than 100 years later.  Another reason to 
believe that this is referring to the time of Manasseh is verse five, which mentions the 
sacrificing of children that Manasseh was known for.  Although they should have 
humbled themselves before the Lord, they ridiculed and mocked those who followed God 
(verse four).  They were not ashamed of their conduct; in fact, they were very proud of it.  
They did not serve idols and commit these evil atrocities in secret, they went upon a 
“lofty and high mountain” (verse seven) to sin. 
 
The image of an unfaithful spouse is used many times in the scriptures to depict the 
actions of man towards God.  Isaiah used this same illustration.  “You (Israel) have 
uncovered yourself to those other than me,” Isaiah writes, quoting God, illustrating the 
metaphor of a married individual uncovering themselves to someone other than their 
spouse.  This wouldn’t be acceptable in a marriage and it certainly is not acceptable to 
God.  However, when they worshipped idols, they were basically cheating on God. 
 
When the children of Israel were threatened by outside invaders, they often did not turn 
to God for strength, but to their neighbors.  Great distances were often traveled and often 
much expense was incurred to gain the favor of neighbor nations in exchange for limited 
protection at best.  This had to have been very insulting for God; after all he had 
promised them protection.  If they would have just repented of their ways and sought the 
favor of God, he would have destroyed ALL of their enemies right before their very eyes.  
However, they did not trust in God.  Although they were wearied in the length of their 
way (or the extent they had to go (verse ten)), they still did not give up hope in their 
foreign alliances.  Why did this occur:  because they “found the life of your hand; 
therefore you were not grieved”.  In other words, they were satisfied with the success of 
their own labor; therefore they did not feel they needed God.  This is a temptation for all 
of us today.  When you live in a very wealthy nation, it is easy to become spiritually 
complacent.  After all, things are going great, why do we need God?  We may be satisfied 
with the “life of our hand” and not seek God’s protection or divine favor.  We need to 
remain spiritually vigilant in our endeavors to serve God; checking ourselves so that we 
don’t fall into the same snare that easily beset the Children of Israel.  Another good 
lesson for us to learn is that we should be obtaining our peace from God, not from 



 

 

another source.  Mankind goes to great lengths obtaining spiritual meaning in their lives 
and trying to give purpose to their lives.  It doesn’t take a great journey or much cost, it 
just takes knowing the Father and his Word.  We don’t need to seek peace in any other 
means.  Chicken Soup for the Soul, the Purpose Driven Life and other spiritual “self-
help” books are fine for reading, but they are no substitute for the word of God.  
Hopefully, we do not become bored with the Bible, where we feel the need to supplement 
to obtain peace. 
 
God calls on the idol worshippers to look to their idols in times of calamity to see if they 
will provide protection (verse thirteen).  Obviously, the idols will not provide protection, 
but God promises that “he who puts his trust in Me shall possess the land (verse 
thirteen).”  Those who humble themselves before the Lord will inherit eternal peace and 
safety, not those who openly serve idols and are arrogant in their defiance of God.  The 
wicked will not have protection or comfort, but those who call upon God, will receive 
deliverance.  The chapter ends with a common thought from Isaiah:  “there is no peace 
for the wicked”.  See previous analysis on this phrase. 
 
Isaiah Chapter Fifty-eight - Blessings of True Worship 
 
God, through his prophet Isaiah, describes in this chapter how he feels about hollow, 
superficial religion.  He then follows-up with promises to his people if they will change 
and truly worship God, along with the inherent blessings of doing such.  He starts the 
chapter recording a command he received from God:  “Cry Aloud….tell my people their 
transgression.” 
 
Although the Children of Israel were going through the motions of worship, their hearts 
were certainly not in it, not were they observing their ordinances in a correct manner.  
They thought that God would accept their worship service even though their approach 
was not correct.  They also were performing service to God for the wrong reason.  The 
example that is used in the fifty-eighth chapter is fasting.  They would fast to cause strife 
and debate, to drive a wedge between themselves and others who were not fasting.  They 
actually took pleasure in causing affliction to their bodies, which, of course, was not the 
purpose of fasting.  This shows that God has always cared (and continues to care) about 
our approach to worship.  There is a reason why things have been set up the way they are.  
Our worship to God is designed to bring glory to him, but it is also designed to produce a 
result in us as well.  Isaiah explains in this chapter the spiritual result that fasting was 
intended to produce in those who chose to perform this service to God. 
 
What was fasting designed to produce?  Isaiah lists several spiritual benefits that fasting 
was designed to produce: 
 

• to loose the bonds of wickedness – allowing God to assist in escaping temptation 
and to bring us closer to God 

• to undo the heavy burdens – to refocus our lives to the important things in life 



 

 

• to let the oppressed go free and break the yoke – possibly referring to slavery, 
meaning that you would feel the need to allow your slaves to be freed from 
bondage (or possibly referring to spiritual bondage, freeing ourselves from the 
bondage of sin) 

• to make you realize that you should share your bread with the poor and clothe 
those who need your assistance – if you realize that you are blessed, it should 
produce acts of benevolence which are out of love, not servitude 

 
Fasting was not designed to produce hunger pains, nor was it designed for show; it was 
designed for spiritual beings to reset their lives; realizing that God should be first, and 
that the things of this world are simply not important.  What religious services do we 
perform today just for show?  We need to constantly check our motives to ensure that we 
are serving God for the right reason.  God not only wants our physical acts of service, he 
wants our hearts to be in the right place when we perform these acts of worship. 
 
The Children of Israel complained because God did not recognize their hollow acts of 
worship.  Isaiah ends the chapter, starting with verse eight, with God’s promises of what 
they can expect if they will truly turn to God.  It will be like light breaking through the 
darkness or the healing of a sickness.  The righteousness of God will go before them and 
the glory of the Lord will have their backs (verse eight).  The Lord will then answer their 
prayers for help; he will take away their yoke and bear it himself.  Verse twelve alludes to 
the rebuilding of the city of Jerusalem and the Canaan land after seventy years of lying 
vacant.  It also can easily apply to our lives today.  If we turn to God, then he will restore 
our spiritual waste places in our hearts.  The last two verses deal with the Sabbath Day 
observance.  The Children of Israel were doing there own pleasure on the Sabbath instead 
of the Lord’s pleasure.  If they will turn from this practice, then God will give them the 
inheritance that he promised to Jacob.  If we will turn from our own selfish ways, then we 
will be given the spiritual inheritance of Jacob, eternal life in heaven. 
 
 
Isaiah Chapter Fifty-nine – Israel’s Confession and God’s Deliverance 
 
The first two verses of this chapter sum up the entire story of mankind:  The Lord can 
hear our cries and save us from our sins; however, it is our sins that separate us from 
God.  If we have separated ourselves from God, then he will not hear our cries.  We have 
to turn away from our sinful tendencies and our wanting to be accepted in this sinful 
world.  If we are willing to do this and accept God’s ways, he will hear us and protect us. 
 
Over the next few verses, Isaiah proceeds to give details of the sins of the people.  They 
had shed innocent blood, they had told lies, they did not employ justice, they were quick 
to do evil and they even thought of evil continually.  Although there are multiple times 
in history that this could be referring to, this is most likely referring to the time of King 
Manasseh.  He was a very cruel king and was not interested in the least bit in justice.  The 
streets flowed with the blood of the innocent during his reign, including the blood of his 



 

 

own children and Isaiah the prophet, who (according to Josephus) was sawn in two at the 
order of the evil king.  Verse five notes that “they hatch viper’s eggs and weave the 
spider’s web.”  This is a metaphor of their evil tendencies.  Instead of destroying the eggs 
of the poisonous snake, they took care of them in order to breed the snakes.  They also 
were accused of weaving the spider’s web.  A spider’s web is for trapping prey for the 
benefit of the spider.  So, in other words, the people went to great lengths to foster evil 
and to perpetuate it among the people and tried to trap as many people as possible in 
sharing their evil ways.  This was not pleasing in the sight of God.  If an individual 
chooses to participate in the evil of the people, then he or she will not find peace (verse 
eight).  Isaiah 59:7 & 8 are quoted by the apostle Paul in Romans 3:15-17. 
 
Isaiah changes gears in the fifty-ninth chapter and gives a confession of the people to 
God.  This confession is recorded in verses nine through fourteen.  The people were 
looking for deliverance from oppression, but God was not there for them because of their 
iniquities.  They sought after light but found only darkness.  They were like the blind 
trying to find their way, groping against the wall to try and find the path.  Although they 
were in agony as evidenced by the growling of a bear or the moaning of the dove (verse 
eleven), they could not find justice or salvation.  Why?  Because their transgressions were 
multiplied before God, they spoke for themselves; they were like damaging testimony 
before God.  Mankind today is no different.  When things are a little rough, we seek God 
to deliver us from our problems.  We have no interest in removing our sins from our 
lives, we just him to take care of the problems.  The Children of Israel thought that they 
could just follow God whenever it was convenient for them.  They did not realize that 
God’s ways were not optional if you want his blessings.  They were well acquainted with 
their sins; they knew what they were doing.  They just choose not to comply.  This is 
simply not acceptable with God, not today or yesterday or anytime. 
 
God witnesses this confession of the people.  Although the sinful condition of the people 
certainly displeases him, the people have admitted guilt and need his assistance.  What 
should God do?  What can he possibly do to help his people?  God knew that no mortal 
man could help his people (verse sixteen); they needed an intercessor to bridge the gap 
between himself and sinful man.  “Therefore his own arm brought salvation” is a quote 
from verse sixteen, describing that God knew he had to intervene or his people would be 
lost.  He sent his only son to be the intercessor between mankind and him.  God prepared 
for battle (verse seventeen) and went out to seek vengeance against his enemies.  When 
God goes to battle for our salvation, his enemies will have great respect and fear for him.  
He will certainly win the battle and his foes understand this. 
 
The last verse of the fifty-ninth chapter is a beautiful illustration of God’s promise to the 
faithful.  If we will follow him and not seek after other gods or other pursuits, then he 
will provide his Spirit for us to have until the end of time.  He will also provide his words 
to us to have until the end of time.  Not only will he provide these blessings to those who 
follow him; he will also provide this benefit to our descendants and our descendant’s 
descendants.  As long as the earth is around, mankind will always have the spirit of God 



 

 

available as well as the word of God.  Isaiah predicted this seven hundred years before 
the birth of Christ and it is still true some 2700 years later.  It is not possible for Satan or 
mankind to stop God when he wants to accomplish something. 
 

Isaiah Chapter Sixty through Chapter Sixty-two – The Prosperity and Peace of the 
Redeemed 
 
These three chapters commence a glorious look at life inside the protection of God.  The 
majority of these verses (most likely) give us a look at the effect that the Messiah would 
have on the world; however, some are probably written to illustrate what life in the home 
country would be like after they returned from Babylon.  Remember, these last chapters 
were probably written to the exiled Jews in Babylon.  These chapters were designed to 
bring them comfort in a time of captivity.  Brother E.M. Zerr had this to write in his 
commentary:  “It should be observed on this chapter that the prophet often speaks of 
Israel and the church as if they were one, or that the one was a continuation of the other.  
Hence, some things he says will apply to either or both.  Sometimes they apply to both in 
the same sense, while at other times they apply in a literal sense to one and a figurative or 
spiritual sense to the other.”  The challenge then is to determine which is being referred 
to:  one or the other or both.  Although we certainly are not pretentious enough to think 
that we can understand every inference and every piece of symbolism, we certainly can 
study, ask God to help us understand, and learn from this beautiful piece of literature. 
 
The difference between freedom and captivity is immense.  It is similar to the difference 
between light and darkness.  Those who are in captivity are told to arise for it is time to 
shine.  Although darkness will be upon the people, God’s glory is about to shine.  This 
could be referring to either the time of the release from Babylonian captivity or the time 
of the release from sin’s captivity during the time of Christ, or both.  The Gentiles and 
kings will come to the light as well, which could easily mean both as well.  Other nations 
came to the aid of the Children of Israel (Medes and Persians), and certainly the Gentiles 
will certainly will come to the light of the church as well. 
 
Isaiah devotes several verses in this chapter to the wealth of the Gentiles.  It will be used 
for the good of his people.  This definitely occurred in the rebuilding of Jerusalem and 
the reentry of the Children of Israel into their homeland.  This also occurred in the church 
as more and more gentiles were added to the church.  At one point, the whole wealth of 
the Roman Empire was devoted to Christianity, as it was the official state religion for a 
period of time.  There are specific items mentioned in these verses such as the 
dromedaries of Midian, the gold and incense from Sheba, etc.; however, they are most 
likely referred to in the figurative sense.  Verse six could possibly be referring to the 
scene as recorded in Matthew, chapter two, where the wise men bring gifts to baby Jesus, 
including Gold and incense. 
 



 

 

The prophecy that “sons of foreigners shall build up your walls” (verse ten) is also 
recorded in Zechariah 6:15.  For the historical account of the rebuilding of the Jerusalem 
wall, read the first six chapters of Nehemiah.  Isaiah follows up that prophecy in verse 
eleven with the words, “your gates shall be open continually”.  These words could easily 
be referring to both periods of time, as referred to above.  Jerusalem did not suffer 
another war for some period of time, as the world was basically at peace at the time of the 
Messiah’s birth.  If you are living in a time of peace, the gates of the city do not need to 
be closed as you are not trying to keep anyone out.  The church’s doors will never be 
closed until the time of Christ’s return.  Just as Isaiah described so beautifully a few 
chapters earlier in chapters fifty-five and fifty-six, the invitation has been extended to all 
mankind.  This invitation should be extended at each meeting of the saints, but it should 
also be extended by all those who bear the name Christian to those who don’t bear the 
name.  We are God’s messengers to the world and we should be extending his invitation 
to all those that we have been given the opportunity.  Verse fourteen is most likely 
referring to physical Israel after captivity.  The sons of their captors would now be the 
ones serving them, a turn of events that obviously came from God. 
 
Chapter sixty concludes with a contrast given between the Israel before captivity and 
Israel after captivity.  Instead of bronze, they shall have gold; instead of evil and corrupt 
government officials, they shall have righteous magistrates.  Violence will be replaced 
with peace and darkness will be replaced with light.  The Children of Israel will never 
have captivity in the future; they will never be involved in idolatry again.  It will be a 
glorious time for God’s people.  However, this could easily be applied to the church as 
well.  Before Christ arrived on the scene, the world was in darkness and had no hope.  He 
brought the morning and the everlasting light.  In him, we are freed from spiritual 
captivity. 
 
Chapter sixty-one continues the same continuum of thought; however the first few verses 
are a quote from the Messiah himself.  In fact, Jesus himself read this portion of Isaiah in 
the synagogue in Nazareth (Luke 4:16-22).  Jesus did not read the entire three verses of 
this chapter, but stopped after the first phrase of verse two.  We do not have to speculate 
what these three verses were pertaining to; Jesus answers that question himself.  It would 
have been interesting to witness Jesus reading from Isaiah and then informing the group 
gathering there on the Sabbath Day that this was a prophecy of himself.  What a shock to 
those who had most likely worshipped there with him countless times.  “Isn’t that 
Joseph’s boy?’, they asked.  They were not prepared for their very own synagogue 
member to now proclaim that he is the son of God.  Jesus had to miraculously deliver 
himself from the crowd after that incident.  Irregardless, these three verses were written 
to provide information on certain characteristics of the Messiah and certain tasks that he 
would accomplish.  He was going to preach the good news to the poor, proclaim liberty 
to all those who were captive in sin, heal the brokenhearted and proclaim the acceptable 
year of the Lord and the day of vengeance.  Verse one is interesting in that all three parts 
of God are mentioned.  “The Spirit (Holy Spirit) of the Lord (God) is upon Me (Jesus).”  
This lists all three parts of God, and gives additional credibility to teachings of the trinity.     



 

 

 
Verses four and five mainly refer to the returning home from captivity; however in verse 
six, Isaiah goes back to the times of the New Testament Church.  “But you shall be 
named the Priests of the Lord” refers to a time where priest and parishioner would be on 
the same footing.  There would come a time where all would be seen as priests in the 
eyes of the Lord.  This was what God originally intended for the Children of Israel, but 
they were too afraid of the presence of God.  So instead of a nation of priests, certain men 
of the tribe of Levi were selected to perform these duties and go to God on the people’s 
behalf.  Jesus Christ ushered in a new area where there is no clergy and laity; there is no 
more priest and parishioner.  All are equal and are able to approach the Father.  If we 
have accepted Christ, we have an advocate with the Father and are permitted to speak to 
him about our cares and concerns. 
 
Isaiah finishes chapter sixty-one with similar words of blessings that will be coming to 
the Children of Israel upon their return home from captivity, as well as blessings coming 
to the church from the Messiah’s coming and the gentiles being added to the church.  
They shall enjoy a double return.  This may be mainly referring to the adding of the 
Gentiles to the Church.  This would have doubled the amount of people who could accept 
the gospel in the sense that both sets of people could now accept the truth.  Verse nine 
promised a great posterity to the people of God.  This was certainly fulfilled in both the 
Children of Israel and the church.  The last two verses are beautiful expressions of the 
happiness and peace that comes from having a relationship with the living God.  There 
will be great rejoicing after the release from captivity, both physical and spiritual.  The 
Messiah will cause righteousness to spring forth from the Earth.  Just like a plant 
springing forth in a garden, so will the Son of God produce that result spiritually in every 
man or woman who accepts him on his terms.  We should all have a joyful soul in our 
pursuit of serving God.  We should be so thankful about what he has done for us, that our 
attitudes are joyful and full of praise and thanks. 
 
Isaiah, chapter sixty-two, continues with the same theme of the blessings that will be 
heaped on God’s people.  The analogy of a married couple is used in this chapter.  Verse 
four reads that “nor shall your land any more be termed desolate”, but instead the Land 
will be called Beulah.  The word Beulah means simply married or to be married.  The last 
phrase of verse four comes out and reads that the land shall be married.  This is in stark 
contrast to the abandoned land that would have lain vacant for seventy years.  Using the 
analogy of a marriage, one spouse was unfaithful thus causing the other spouse to 
abandon the relationship.  After a long period of time, all is forgotten and the marriage is 
restored.  The relationship will be restored just like nothing ever happened in the first 
place.  For man, that is hard to accomplish; for God, this is not impossible, this is the way 
he operates. 
 
“Go through, Go through the gates!” commands God in verse ten.  The Children of Israel 
were commanded to leave Babylon and return to their native land.  Sadly many did not 
return to their native land, they were afraid of the journey or perhaps had gotten settled in 



 

 

Babylon and simply did not want to leave.  God commands us today to go through his 
gate of baptism.  All have received this commandment, but few have kept his words and 
followed his rules on his terms.  We have to turn away from our captivity and completely 
leave it in the past.  Once we have left captivity, we can go through the gate and start on 
the journey to the Promised Land.  For the Babylonian captives, this would have been 
easily understood to be referring to their trek back to the Promised Land. 
 

Isaiah Chapters Sixty-three and Chapter Sixty-four – the Prayer of the Remnant 

  
The first six verses of chapter sixty-three should really be set apart in the notes as the 
subject matter changes abruptly between verses six and seven.  A separate paragraph 
should suffice, but keep in mind that these six verses stand on their own.  The first verse 
identifies an individual who has a glorious appearance who is returning from Edom.  The 
first thing to attempt to ascertain is who the individual is.  In my opinion, the individual is 
God the Father, which I will support as this portion of the text is analyzed.  God is seen 
as returning from Edom and Bozrah, which is a city that was once inside the borders of 
Edom.  Edom is often used as a symbol for all of the enemies of God, which I believe is 
the use in this verse.  God is taking vengeance on his enemies.  This is evident by the 
dyed garments, which are red like he has tread out grapes in the winepress, which is 
referring to bloodstains.  God is forced to take vengeance on his enemies by himself 
because there is no one able to help him.  He is the only one powerful enough to exact 
revenge.  He has consistently done this throughout the ages and will continue to do this 
until all have been judged.  Those who are enemies of God (those who have not followed 
his commandments) do not realize that he will exact revenge on them.  They somehow 
feel that he will ignore their disobedience or do not believe in his existence altogether.  
ALL knees will bow and ALL tongues will confess.  This is a fact of life and is not up for 
discussion or dispute.  It is as much a fact of the universe as gravity and the Earth rotating 
around the sun.  It WILL happen. 
 
The remainder of chapter sixty-three and chapter sixty-four is a prayer of earnest 
importance from those who are oppressed.  This is most likely the words of the faithful 
that have patiently waited for the Lord inside the borders of Babylon.  Although they 
plead for God’s deliverance, they realize that their own sins put them in this state of 
captivity.  Verse eight gives the information that God chose the Children of Israel to be 
his people.  He thought that they would remain faithful, or it should have been safe to 
assume that they would remain faithful; after all, they were hand selected by the living 
God.  He loved them and redeemed them in his abundant mercy.  Because God had 
chosen them to be his people, he felt affliction when they felt affliction (verse nine).  His 
people rebelled against him; therefore, he was forced to punish them by acting as their 
enemy (verse ten).  But, after consideration of the protection he had provided the 
Children of Israel in the past, especially the deliverance from the Egyptians and the 



 

 

miraculous deliverance that was delivered in the days of old, maybe additional 
deliverance could be considered. 
 
“Look down from Heaven,” cries the remnant (verse fifteen); please deliver us from the 
affliction and do not restrain your mercy, zeal and strength from us.  Although Abraham 
and Israel (Jacob) would not claim us today, because of our sin; you are our Father and 
our redeemer from everlasting to everlasting (verse sixteen).  Verse seventeen seems to 
indicate that God made them stray from the truth and harden their hearts.  Keep in mind 
that this kind of phrasing is very common in the Hebrew and should not be taken literally 
like it reads in current English.  It is a fairly common expression in the Hebrew language 
to word straying from God in this manner.  Remember the words of Moses in Exodus 
where the text reads that “God hardened Pharaoh’s heart.”  This does not mean that God 
took away the free will from Pharaoh and forced him to sin against God and against his 
people.  He would have had every opportunity to allow the Hebrew people to leave and 
could have avoided all of the plagues if he would have listened to Moses.  So, in verse 
seventeen, the remnant are not blaming God for their stubbornness; they are simply 
recalling how they rebelled against God and hardened their hearts against him.  Chapter 
sixty-three concludes with an additional plea to God; they had not possessed the land that 
God promised them but for a short period of time.  Also, God’s enemies had destroyed 
the very house that they had built to worship him.  The logic must have been that surely 
this will play on God’s emotions and cause him to deliver us from our enemies. 
 
Chapter sixty-four starts with an earnest plea to God to show his power over the 
Babylonians (and other enemies of God) by showing his presence to them.  They 
remembered the stories, told to them by their ancestors, about the mountain shaking after 
the presence of God came upon it.  They were probably told of the fear that caused 
throughout the camp of the Hebrews.  Wouldn’t that be great if God did that again in 
front of our oppressors to show them the power of our God?   That would show them that 
he is in charge, not our enemies. 
 
Verse four is the start of a beautiful acknowledgement of God, the only God, and only 
one who can deliver them from evil.  “Men have not heard nor perceived by the ear, nor 
has the eye seen any God besides you,” says the remnant.  We realize that we are sinners 
and we are in need of a Savior.  We are unclean and our sins have separated us from you.  
We have not called upon your name because of our stubbornness, but now O Lord, we 
recognize you as our Father.  We want to be like clay in the hands of the potter; please 
mold us in the image that you want us to be.  Please do not be angry with your people, O 
God; please deliver us from our oppressors.  It is just not right that your temple sits in 
ruins in the Holy Land and our rightful land sits vacant.  Please deliver us from 
bondage! 
 
Please reread from verse four through the end of the chapter.  Is this not what God wants 
our prayers of repentance to be like?  God wants to humbly acknowledge our sin; he 
wants us to realize that he is the only one who can save us from our sinful condition.  



 

 

Then he wants us to petition him in all meekness and fear to remove these transgressions 
from us.  What beautiful illustration of the kind of attitude we are to have with our God.  
Why are we sometimes stubborn or proud with God and unable to humble ourselves in 
this manner?  Why do we tempt our Lord God the same way the Children of Israel 
tempted him in the days of old?  We need to LEARN from the mistakes our spiritual 
ancestors and not commit the same mistakes.  We need to honestly ask the Creator of the 
Universe to mold us like clay into the very image of his son, Jesus Christ.  This is what 
he expects of us, which is our reasonable service to God; especially remembering our 
own deliverance that God has provided us from the captivity of sin. 
 

Isaiah Chapters Sixty-five and Chapter Sixty-six – God’s Answer of Mercy and 
Deliverance for the Remnant 
 
The last two chapters of Isaiah highlight what will happen to all those who follow God 
and what will happen to those who do not.  Sharp contrasts are shown in these chapters, 
informing the reader of the choice that is ahead of them.  God will deliver his remnant 
from harm.  This was certainly true of the remnant that was remaining in Babylon and it 
is true of his remnant today.  The first verse is reference to the gentiles being added to the 
church.  Paul assists us with that translation as he quotes Isaiah in Romans 10:20 and 
attributes that passage to the gentiles being added to the church.  Although the gentiles 
had not known God previously, he has made himself known unto them, extending them 
the full benefits of being a joint heir. 
 
In verses two through seven, God gives the real reason why they were taken into 
captivity:  their sin.  Although God had reached out to them time after time after time, 
they still were very stubborn and refused to follow after God.  They were more interested 
in themselves and what they thought was righteous.  Not only were they sinful, they were 
proud of the fact that they were sinful.  They provoked God’s anger to his face, not trying 
to hide their wickedness.  They sacrificed to idols in the gardens, they sacrificed on alters 
of brick (they were commanded to sacrifice on alters of stone), they were necromancers 
(they tried to talk with the dead), and they ate things that were unclean.  They also 
thought they were better than everybody else, even in their wickedness.  This is very true 
of the wicked today.  There is certainly arrogance in defying God:  a short-lived 
arrogance, however.  All of these sins were like smoke in his nostrils; he could not stand 
by and let it go; he will punish those who defy him. 
 
For those of God’s people who choose not to defy God, he will deliver.  If a cluster of 
grapes is damaged, usually not all the grapes in the cluster are useless.  There will still be 
a few that can be used.  This is the case with the Children of Israel.  Although the nation 
has committed fornication with God, there are some who have not defiled their garments 
and will be delivered.  For them, even the Valley of Achor shall be a place of comfort, a 
place where their herds could find pasture.  This was a sharp contrast, as the Valley of 
Achor was not considered to be prime real estate by the Children of Israel.  It was 



 

 

considered to be a symbol for evil by the Children of Israel.  The word Achor means 
“causing affliction”, which probably comes from the fact that Aiken was stoned in this 
valley.  All the bad that came from Aiken’s sins were manifested in this valley.  But the 
remnant shall even be safe and comforted in this valley as well. 
 
Although the remnant shall be saved, the wicked portion of the nation shall be punished.  
Verses eleven through sixteen give us the details of a certain punishment that awaited 
them.  They would be destined to die by the sword, they would suffer hunger and want 
and they will be deeply distressed because of their suffering, which will actually be a 
blessing to the remnant.  Although they were fine to offer a table for Gad (an idol) and a 
drink offering for Meni (another idol), they would not follow God’s rules for sacrificing 
to him.  Verses thirteen and fourteen really give a good contrast of life inside the 
protection of God and life outside the protection of God.  Those who follow God enjoy 
food and drink (spiritual), happiness and joy and a host of other blessings.  Those who do 
not choose to follow God will not enjoy these things.  Therefore, the people of God will 
no longer be called Jews or the Children of Israel, but will be called by a new name:  
Christian. 
 
The chapter ends (verses seventeen through twenty-five) with a figurative description of 
the glory that awaits those who truly follow God.  God would create a new heavens and a 
new earth.  This is a figurative description of the newness that is created in accepting 
Jesus as the Christ.  Paul writes in II Corinthians 5:17 reads that if anyone is in Christ, 
they are a new creation… all things have become new.  This is the meaning of this phrase 
in this verse.  In this state as a new creature, there would be cause for much rejoicing 
(verse eighteen and nineteen), by both those who are redeemed and God himself.  Being a 
child of God is a time of peace, safety and happiness.  It is a time where many would live 
to be in their old age.  It is a time where men would be able to enjoy the fruit of their 
labor and prayers would be answered very quickly, even while they are still praying.  It 
will produce much change in people, just like if a wolf sat down in the shade with a lamb 
for a rest.  Without God, the wolf (figuratively speaking) would try and devour the lamb.  
With God, the wolf can be absolutely trusted with the lamb, because the wolf has been 
changed and is now as gentle as a lamb.  This is the effect that Jesus Christ will have on 
the world.  Although this was written to the exiles in Babylon, it is still applicable to us 
today in the twenty-first century.  We are given the same opportunity and the same 
choices as the exiles that were given the opportunity to come home from Babylon.  We 
can be free from captivity is we will accept the teachings of the Son and follow his 
commandments.  If we will work for the Master, our labors will not be in vain; we will 
reap a hundred fold for our endeavors.  If we choose to remain in captivity, then we will 
not have the promises that God has given in these verses.  The choice is certainly up to 
you. 
 
Chapter sixty-six continues along the same line as the previous chapter, however there is 
some debate about the time frame of the prophecy.  Some believe this is referring to the 
time when the Messiah would come, giving the state of affairs during his time.  Some, 



 

 

however, think that this chapter gives us an indication of the sinful state of affairs after 
the Babylonian captivity.  Although I do believe that either one could be possible, it most 
likely refers to the time when the Messiah would arrive.  No matter how much money we 
could spend on building a house for God, could we truly build one that was worthy of 
him.  Since God created all of the materials that we would need to work with, then it 
would be impossible to build an earthly structure that would be fitting for his glory.  
After all, Heaven is his throne and the Earth is just his footstool (see also Matthew 5:34-
35).  He will not look upon any ornate earthly dwelling as his focus, but those who have a 
humble spirit, who tremble at His word. 
 
God desires that we serve him in spirit and in truth.  Not only are we to serve him the 
way he wants us to; we are to serve him with a willing attitude as well.  We should want 
to serve him and do it willingly.  There are those who worship God only by their actions, 
their heart is certainly not in it.  This kind of worship is an abomination to God.  The 
Children of Israel were notorious for this kind of worship.  Isaiah 66:3-4 notes that they 
would not discern the difference in killing a bull or killing a man.  It made no difference 
to them if they sacrificed a dog or a lamb.  Sacrificing a dog was an abomination to God, 
but they really were not concerned about that.  They have chosen their own ways of 
doing things; therefore, God will punish them for their deeds.  Since their hearts were not 
in their worship, they made no attempt to seek out what God wanted, which would have 
led them to comply with his wants, not their own. 
 
Verses five through fourteen go back to the blessings that would be bestowed on the 
remnant that will make up the church of Jesus Christ.  Although some would be cast out, 
God would bless those who have been persecuted, and destroy those who were 
persecuting his people.  The remnant will be strengthened due to the large increases that 
will occur in the church in a relatively short period of time.  This is compared to a woman 
having a child without having to go through her pregnancy.  The other analogy to be 
taken from this is the church will be started without the need for bloodshed (except that 
of Christ’s).  There were no wars needed to establish the church, it was started peaceably 
and without need for conflict.  God will certainly not abandon his church; he compares 
that with a man abandoning his wife at the time when delivery is about to commence.  All 
of the preparations have been made, and then when the time comes, all is abandoned.  
God, after all the preparations have been made for the church, will stay with the church 
and guide it to the end of time.  The remainder of this group of verses (verse ten through 
verse fourteen) calls on the remnant to rejoice.  God will be their protector and provider, 
which should be a cause for all of us to rejoice. 
 
Verses fifteen through seventeen go back to the subject that God will take vengeance on 
his enemies.  He will punish all idol worshipers and those who choose not to follow the 
rules.  “They will be consumed together,” reads verse seventeen. 
 
God will invite all to partake of his kingdom.  “Whosoever will” is the call that is 
recorded in the New Testament.  Isaiah mentions in verses eighteen through twenty-one 



 

 

specific places that will be offered blessings, but the point is that all distant lands will be 
offered the benefits of the church.  It doesn’t matter your pedigree or your nationality; all 
are accepted in his kingdom.  “I will also take some of them for priests and Levites”, says 
the Lord (verse twenty-one).  This has certainly been fulfilled under the new Christian 
dispensation. 
 
The book ends with a great contrast between good and evil.  The remnant shall worship 
before me until the end of the world.  Those who have transgressed against God will go 
where the worm does not die and where the fire is not quenched.  The choice is certainly 
up to you.  What will it be? 
 
The book of Isaiah is a great literary work and is one that should be studied by today’s 
church.  It can help convince the non-believer of the truth of God’s word and it is a very 
important supplement to the New Testament teachings.  There are things that are 
explained in Isaiah that are not fully explained in the New Testament.  We should be 
reminded to not dismiss the Old Testament as a defunct set of books.  When Jesus died 
on the cross, the old law was nailed to the cross, not the Old Testament.  We need to 
remember that these passages are very valuable and should be treated with that respect.  
Thank you. 
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