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Judge Dismisses Crnalou Jury

A moral victory for truth as
won at New Madrid, Mo., by the
chureh at Canalon, in the January
teyxrn of court. The chargey in-
vo)ved E. M, Zevr, of New Castle,
Ind.,, evangelist, who was hiled
before the court uwpon & charge of
breaking and enteving the church
building.- Also cited on the suine
charge was Debbie Greor, long
timg janitor of the church. Brother
Zerr and Sister Greer won a tech-
nical vietory, and the church is as-
sured the privilege of continving
the use of the building, which cer-
tain  elements weve trying to
wrest from them.

The churech at Canalou has for
years stood faithful to tlie tesrch-
ing of the New Testament scrip-
tures, and opposed all innovation-
jsm, jncluding more modern apos:
tasies. In recent years however,
2 ynmber of those favoring “Bible
colleges” and other separate in-
stitutions to do the wark af the
church have drifted into the cong-
regation which is focated in the
heart of the southeust levee dis-
trict and cotton belt. As they be
gan to multiply in the vhurch i
wie upparent  that  thice weuld !
eventually be a xove uwpon theil
part to swallow up the faithful
element and wresi control of the
property from those who had given
it to the faithful Cause, and had
maintained the pure worship
thyough the years.

On August 14, 1938, a certain L.
‘8. Thurman from Steele, Mo., was
swnmoned by the college sympa-
thizers to preach on that date, und
at the conclusion of his sermon he
announced that he was preseut to
appoint officers and get the chucch
in order. He asked L. L. Arhuckle
to read off the names ¢f thoge he
wasg to put into offiec, atating that

he did not know the men. The
names of J. W. Ogle, J. R.
James, Will Cates, and & W,
Blacksheay were 1read  off  for
elders; and those of Clifford Pink-
staff, Arthur Johason, Clyde
James and G. A. Reeven for
dencons with 1. L. Arbuckle, No

opportunity was given for objec-
tion, Thurman indienting that he
would not heed any opyposition, as
he stated that God did not intund
for an elder to have all the quali-
fications anyway. In auy event as
soon os the service was concluded,
Owen Tau), principal of the Lil-
bowmn, Mo, schools, registered
orgl objections, and Debbie Greer,
who is Arbuckle's sister-in-law,
filed written objections, which
seemed to even register somewhat
on Thurman, as he said continually

1

he fid vt know those things. But |

hi:  mada no move to reeall his

woil, Of those whom he ap-
pob ced to the ‘'%eldership” neither
Jan g, Cntes, or Blackshear were
meyibers of the congregation. This
it «videnced by the fact that they
praced their membership at a later
dat:. O the men appointed as
pseala-dencans, Pinkstaff refused
te 1 urve, Johngon was not a mem-
boer at Canalou, James did not even
live wywhele near the community,
ang Reeves could neither read or
wri . The Jatter asked to be not
considered in any official capacity.
Gf the so-called elders, Blackshear
cun b nol write or read, with the
possible  exception of his own
naiie But all this was done that

the) might get “college preachers"
i1, sspecially under consideration
b:inz Rue Porter, who debated
several years ago at Ozark, Mis-
souri, with the Missouri Mission
hfe nengey €ditor,

I'weause the church refused to
rzcodnize  the appointments as
n.a:l3, trouble ensued, which ecame
to & head during Art Freeman’s
neiing with the church in 1938,
Aticr looking into the situation it
wa: his su%geshon that they se-
@i W, allenger to aid in at
ljwioent of difficulties. Due to
hse omhrmn, of health he could not
coni;, s0 lhey had to make other
A IZENCnts.

Rigying Called To Assist

I wns finally agreed to call
Liovl Riggins, of Charleston, I11.,
ti. ceview the case, and he landed
in timalou on December 22, to call
a lLusiness meeting, at which he
teted as chairman, with Taul hav-
i Licen appointed as secretary to
pre-crve minutes of the proceed-
iig. . Thrt business-lIike procedure
hbu facilitated the handling of

T ovous b!-nught out in the business
mecling, that much of the trouble

cilkel leaders calling in O. T, Bold-
ing, a college man, from Searcy.
Achansus, for a meeting, To this
the vaithful objected, mpon which
the lawders took a poll of the senti-
went by passing out slips of paper
for all to sign who desired to work
withi the charch. Then they an-
nounzed thal all who signed such
p«pirs  would be recognized as
w.enibers, and their names record-
ed on the record. This procedure
whizh was eontrary to the estab-
13h.d custom of reception of mem-
bcrs was inaugurated to pad the
reeond with 4 number of names, so
tlex eould gain the mastery over
tle taithful .few. However, it did
not work!

v

!

the case for'the faithful brethren. |

had arisen a8 a result of the so-

Riggins found that since the
membership had not been consult-
ed as to the appointment of the
men, they were thus not legally
set in office. The following Sun-
day all of these men left and went
out in another part of town to
meet, but came back down to the
church building and disturbed the
worship. Ogle came in and called

Taul out to where the group was.

waiting on the outside. They stat-
ed their desire to return and wor-
ship, and were informed they
could do so,

worked in the past. Some of them
:ame in, and Taul went to the front
and read the agreement. Upon
this, several of them jumped up
and hastened from the house.

Zerr Goes To Canalou

E. M. Zerr was scheduled to
come for a meeting in July 1940,

bidding jt. Taul wrote him at
once that he had been engaged by
the church, and to come on. This
he did, but upon arrival in Cana-
lou he was visited by Driver, Cates
and James, who told him he could
not preach in the building. They
had not heen in attendanee at the
arch trom November 5 to March
81, but. thought if they could stop
Zexr, they would disconrage the
faithful brethren. But Zerr in-
sisted he had been legally engaged
for the work, and expected to go
through with his part of the ar-
rangement. The group then went
down to the house of meeting, and
put on another lock. Debbie
Gicer, who has been janitor for
years, went down and pried it off.
and opened up the honse for meet-
ing, Then the men sent a formal
notice to Zerr, Owen Taul, and
Sister Greer not to enter the house
for meeting. They put on another
lock with a large chain, and the
Janitress borrowed a hack saw,
went down and cut the lock off,
and Zerr preached again. Chgrges
were then filed against Zerr and
Debbie Greer, for breaking and en-
teving, and Taul then took them
to Naw Madrid and put up bond
for ‘their appearance, the same
amoanting to $500 for each. Zerr
closed his meeting, which was a
goad one in peace, and all sat down
to await the time for the hearing,
which was get for the October
term. However, the prosecution
moved for and secured a contin-
uance until the January term.

Judge Dismisges Jury
Prior to the date set for the
court hearing, Car! Ketcherside
went to New Madrid' and talked
with Merrill Spitler, the attorney

'SCORES VICTORY

for the defense, helping to outline
the procedure of the church in all
matters of nppointinent of officers,
ete. The case Jooked good as it
came to trial. Zerr was summoned
from his Rible Reading in Des
Moines, Towa, and Art Freeman
cawe from Topeka, Xansas, as a
qualified witness. The case for the
plaintiff was very crudely pre-
sented, and in haphazard fashion.
The prosecutor seemed to be try-
ing to ridicule the faithful group

: 9 y 3 TIIL . h
if they wished to. and thus prejudice the jury. When

work as the church had always; Freeman was called as first wit-

the state’s case was concluded,
sess for defense. He answered the
questions in g direct, and straight-
forward way. Then Taul was
called, and when the minutes were
introduced to show that Riggins
did not recognhize the men as
elders, a point upon which the

! prosecution intended to base their
but the leaders (?) wrote him for-:

claims, the case went “up in the
air.” The prosecutor made another
“wise-crack” in the presence of the

jury, whereupon the counse) for
the defense informed the judge
that if such prejudicial remarks

did not ccase, he would ask that
the jury ha dismissed. The judge
stated that he was tired of it him-
self, and if the defense wished him
to dismiss the jury he would grant
their plea. This they did, and the
jury was dismissed. This of course
means that the case on these
charges is settled, Zerr and Debbie
Greer being now released from
any obligation 84 to bond, or other-
wise. The only way the case can
he brought back in court is for the
opposing element to completely
refile charges, swear out other
warrants, cte. It Is very unlikely
they will do this, as 1eliable
authority declares they wanted to
drop it before it came to trial.
However, the faithful brethren re-
fuged to let it be dropped and in-

7 sisted on a hearing to justify them

in their actions.

The church at Canalou ia getting
along in peace and barmony, re-
taing their building, and have
gealt the compromisers & gevere
blow in that territory. The im-
provement in the morale of all the
churches in sonth Missouri will be
noted as a result of this fight for
the maintenance of purity in re-
ligion. The little group of dis-
ciples at Canalou have waged a
long and hard battle. We salute
you Canalow. The Churches of
Christ salute you! In a recent
Lord’s Day meeting there were §8
present at the morning service, and
75 at night. We are ready to march
forward in that territory! We
thank God and take courage.




