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“IN THE BEGINNING…”


The institution of marriage was created by God in the very beginning of the world.  When Adam was alone in the Garden of Eden, God stated that he needed a “help meet” in order to make him complete (Genesis 2:18).  So God took a rib from Adam, and created Eve.  The relationship between those two sets the principle that can be applied for the rest of time.  Genesis 2:24 records:  “Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife; and they shall be one flesh.”  The concept of taking two people, husband and wife, and creating one entity was born.


Jesus reinforced this principle by quoting the same statement found in Genesis 2:24, and then adding, “What God hath joined together, let not man put asunder” (Matthew 19:4-6).  
MAN’S WAYS VS. GOD’S WAY
Polygamy and Divorce


Over time, man has corrupted this simple principle that God set out in the beginning.  Man decided it would be acceptable to divorce a wife that was no longer loved, and he also determined that it would be acceptable to have multiple wives if that was his desire.

Jesus and the apostles dealt with those issues on a number of occasions.  In response to the Pharisees’ question about Moses’ divorce rules, Jesus said, “Moses because of the hardness of your hearts suffered you to put away your wives:  but from the beginning it was not so” (Matthew 19:8).  Jesus also covered the subject of divorce in his Sermon on the Mount where He gave the only reason for divorce:  the unfaithfulness of your spouse (Matthew 5:31, 32).
Fulfilling our Roles

The apostle Paul gives some valuable information about the relationship that should exist between a husband and wife in the books of Ephesians and Colossians.  In both of these locations, Paul writes that the head of the family is the husband and that the wife should submit to her husband (Ephesians 5:22-24; Colossians 3:18, 19).  However, Paul goes on to write in Ephesians that the husband is to love and care for his wife (Ephesians 5:25).  

Paul instructs the husband in the way that he is love and care for his wife.  He is to treat her as his own flesh, and love and care for her in the same way that Christ loves and cares for the church (Ephesians 5:25, 28, 29).  If that level of care and concern exists on the part of the husband, then the wife will be treated in a way where her best interests are always a priority.
However, there are times, when we as humans have a hard time remembering the things we should be doing.  We don’t always treat people, especially our spouses, in the way that we should.

GET READY TO WORK


The title of this article is “Making Marriage Work”, and the action word in that title is “work.”  The only way a marriage is going to be successful, in the way it should, is if both parties are willing to work at making it successful.  The number one definition of the word “work” in the dictionary is “toil and labor”.  Those involved must toil and labor, because that is what is necessary if the marriage is going to be like God intended it to be.


We should always be willing to give our best effort in order to have a successful marriage.  The principle that applies to being successful in any other pursuit we might attempt (e.g. job, sports, etc.) also applies to marriage.  Winners work at what they are trying to achieve. 


What are the things you do to make a marriage work?  What should be in place in order for the marriage to be successful?
Watching our Words


The choice of words that we use, or the tone in which our statement or comment is made, elicits different reactions from our spouse.  As Solomon wrote in Proverbs 15:1, “A soft answer turneth away wrath: but grievous words stir up anger.” That principle should be followed in the husband/wife relationship.  When one spouse approaches a discussion with harsh or hurtful words, an argument will usually be the end result. Arguments can be the first stage to a much deeper and longer lasting problem in the marriage.


Each spouse should be careful in the way they approach the discussion of a problem.  If the approach is considered confrontational in tone, the natural reaction of the other spouse is to respond in kind.  When both parties feel they must defend their position, the extent and length of the argument may put the marriage in jeopardy. 


Successful marriages are made up of couples who know how to end an argument. They know when to “let it go” and move on to other things.  Sometimes it can be very difficult to concede your position and abandon the pursuit of “winning the argument.” However, that is exactly what should be done when winning the argument will put an undue strain on the marriage.
“Accentuate the Positive”


Successful marriages are made up of couples who focus on the good in their lives rather than dwelling on what is not going so well.  There is a need in everyone’s life for laughter and fun.  If the husband and wife spend their time dwelling on the negative events of life, the chances for a successful marriage are greatly reduced.
Three Important Principles


The proper marriage relationship makes the husband the head of the household; however, it should be a partnership in which both the husband and the wife play an important part in the process. The husband and the wife have different roles in a marriage.  But it is only when both husband and wife effectively fulfill their roles that the marriage is a true success.  It is always important for the marriage to hold true to the principles contained in the scriptures.

When two people interact over time, trust is necessary to have a good relationship. Trust is very fragile, and it must be nurtured on a regular basis.  If trust is broken by one of the parties, then it is very difficult to restore the trust to the same level as before.  It is essential that a good marriage be based on a good trust relationship.


When two people share a life together, it is necessary that they have the ability to talk and listen to one another.  The talking is the easy part.  The hard part is the (really) listening to what is being said.  To “really” listen, it is necessary to have a genuine concern for the one speaking, and to care about what is being said.  When both parties in the marriage have that kind of attitude toward each other, the marriage has a much better chance be successful.

CLOSING CONSIDERATIONS


A marriage should always be considered a work in progress. There is never a time in the marriage when the parties can stop giving their best effort to make it successful. When one spouse stops or decreases his or her effort, the marriage will generally start a downward spiral. That spiral may take years, or it may be only months before the marriage is in real trouble.

When that kind of slide occurs it is often very difficult to reverse.  However, it is possible to stabilize an unstable marriage when both husband and wife want to make it work.  That desire has to be genuine and the effort has to be strong.


What makes marriage work?  It takes an understanding of God’s instructions.  It takes some common sense.  It takes a genuine love for each other.  And it takes a lot of hard work.
