Irony of the Occult

By Louis Garbi

 from L. occultus "hidden, concealed, secret" - The Online Etymology Dictionary

“matters regarded as involving the action or influence of supernatural or supernormal powers or some secret knowledge of them” Merriam-Webster Online

Much of the occult is an attempt to access the world of spirits by disrupting the usual means of perception.  The purposes are varied:  insight, recreation, spiritual enhancement, the alleviation of sickness or depression, among other things.  The disruption of normal perception can be effected by taking chemical stimuli such as peyote, psilocybin mushrooms, DMT, LSD, etc.  Also, there are various disciplines which can agitate the unique properties of the human body to induce such disruption.  These disciplines include various forms of yoga, fasting, trance techniques, group stimulation (such as is experienced by religious societies:  the ecstasy and fervor of 'speaking in tongues,' slain in the spirit, visions, etc.).  The irony of the occult rests in the fact that this empirical world (including the human body) is the medium for transmitting and receiving spiritual information.  To disrupt natural perception through the above means in order to gain access to the realm of spirits is to use the body against itself.  Misleading or false experiences can be the only result.  When the body leads the body it can only produce the ignorance of carnality.  “For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.  Because the carnal mind is enmity against God;  for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be” (Romans 8:6, 7).

SPIRITUAL RECEPTION AND TRANSMISSION


According to 1 Thessalonians 5:23 we consist of spirit, soul, and body.  For the purpose of this article, I would like to emphasize the importance of the body as the receptor and transmitter of spiritual information.  God has given the body senses through which our spiritual side understands, rejects, or comes to terms with other spirits.  The body also projects spiritual information through speaking and behavior.  Some simple truths demonstrate this. 

“Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God” (Romans 10:17).  Hearing is a matter of information coming through our body whether by reading, listening, or touching Braille.  The body is the receptor for the words, and the words in turn bring us to faith. Subsequently, a life of faith communicates to others the unseen world “hidden with Christ in God” (Colossians 3:3).   This  communication  comes through  the  behavior  of  a  renewed  life:  

“…the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith;  as it is written, 'The just shall live by faith.'”  The realm of flesh is so important to spiritual communication.  

The coming of Jesus was through flesh and blood.  He was not sent as a phantom.   As it 

is written:  “God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son…” (John 3:16).  The Holy  Spirit  teaches  that  those  who  deny  Jesus  Christ  came  in  the  flesh  are “of  the antichrist” (1 John 4:3).  John wrote: “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, concerning the Word of life…that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ” (1 John1:1, 3).  

Thus everything we reliably know about the spiritual world comes to us through external testimony.  I use the word “reliably”, because the testimony of His word, and the observable teaching and example of those who love the Lord are the means God has given for us to know the spiritual world.  This takes faith out of the realm of having a subjective experience of dreams and visions wherein is confusion and hearsay.  It puts faith out into the open for all to access if they will, or be held accountable for dismissing what God has made freely available.  By this means we are able to “walk by faith and not by sight.”

REAL REVELATION

God superseded the normal means of perception by bringing revelation to mankind. When He did this, he did not secret it in the heart of a prophet or dreamer to be taken at their word.  He always gave material proofs so everyone could know that it was not deceit or delusion, but a revelation from God.  For example, when the children of Israel received the Covenant from God through Moses, it was witnessed with vast displays of power, so there could be no doubt as to the Covenant's authenticity:  “Then it came to pass on the third day, in the morning, that there were thunderings and lightnings, and a thick cloud on the mountain; and the sound of the trumpet was very loud, so that all the people who were in the camp trembled.  And Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet with God, and they stood at the foot of the mountain. Now Mount Sinai was completely in smoke, because the LORD descended upon it in fire.  Its smoke ascended like the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mountain quaked greatly” (Exodus 19:16-18.  The same principle is found when the New Covenant was given through Jesus Christ: “God also bearing witness both with signs and wonders, with various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His own will. . .” (Hebrews 2:4).  When God gave revelation, it was not on the basis of subjective experience.  His revelation, as transmitted through the apostles and prophets, was verified by a multitude of witnesses, some of them powerful miracles which even the unbelievers of that day could not deny (e.g. Acts 4:16).


I think the occult is attractive because the simple path of learning from the Bible seems too bland.  (“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.”) The flesh says ho-hum to God's word because the flesh likes the bedazzlement of shiny things: the cosmic cannon of DMT, the ecstasy of “tongues” or visions, or the thrill of a Ouija board. God does not cater to our lust for the “wow factor,”  such things are trinkets when compared to the everlasting glory of the Eternal God and the reality of His revelation. We work with the sublime tools of everyday life: words and will. Though they seem mundane, these tools are within our grasp to prepare ourselves for God's great glory.

SURROUNDED BY SPIRITS


We are surrounded by spirits.  There are the spirits of mankind, some tranquil, some restless, some in fear, some agitated with hatred.  These are what animate our bodies.  We are in constant communication with these spirits, influencing and being influenced.  There are the spirits of God's angels:  “And of the angels He says: 'Who makes His angels spirits and His ministers a flame of fire'” (Hebrews 1:7; Psalm 104:4).  Also, there are the angels of Satan (Matthew 25:41).  The angels of God and Satan are respectively called “the principalities and powers in the heavenly places” (Ephesians 3:10) and “spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places” (Ephesians 6: 12).  I believe these angelic spirits operate on a plane that is subtle and difficult for us to perceive.  Perhaps where the feathery touch of spirit and flesh join, the angelic powers interact with our souls.  However it may be, the Spirit of God reveals that “…each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed” (James 1:14).  We are the ones who choose to do right or to sin.  It is cosmic and transcendent, when among men and angels we take responsibility for our lives by acting upon decisions according to God's will. “...so an entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 1:11).
“I have only come here seeking knowledge

Things they would not teach me of in college” 

~ from Wrapped Around Your Finger  - by The Police~


With knowledge comes power, two primary goals of the occult.  That venue can only produce a train-wreck of great chaos.  Here is a perception enhancement worthy of pursuit:  “I have more understanding than all my teachers, for Your testimonies are my meditation.  I understand more than the ancients, because I keep Your precepts” (Psalm 119:99, 100).  Thus the body is put to good use by our spirits:  reading, studying, meditating on God's revelation in order to yield ourselves to the discipline of Christ. 

