Do Miraculous Gifts Still Exist?
By Louis Garbi

This article will not be dealing with the issue of God intervening though prayer, and causing a miraculous outcome.  Nor will it cover matters of providence.  The article has to do with the question of whether a man can possess the power to perform miracles such as are recorded in the Bible.  Disciples of the early church possessed such power.  It will always be a consideration inasmuch as the Bible testifies of Jesus' disciples performing miracles.  However, I would like to divert things right here:  The underlying issue is whether or not God is finished with writing the Scriptures.  If this question is settled, then the question of performing miracles is easier to approach. 

REVELATION IS THE ISSUE


On the day of Pentecost, as recorded in Acts 2, sufficient good news was proclaimed for the saving of souls.  Subsequently, teaching upon that proclamation (“the apostles’ doctrine”, Acts 2:42) was established. This essential revelation was so important that Paul later wrote: “But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed. As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed” (Galatians 1:8, 9).  Jude wrote of “…the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints” (Jude 3). These verses should be enough reason for anyone to recognize that God has delivered a written testimony that has all the information we need.  It took about 70 years for God to fully bring about all details needed to prepare the church for its journey.  To presume further revelation--in other words, to write another chapter or verse to the Bible--would be an accursed act.  According to Hebrews 2:3, 4, the miracles and signs of the first century were for the sake confirming the truth of the great salvation in Jesus Christ.  Therefore, if one believes that such miracles are given by God at the present, then one ought to be ready to add more scriptures.  Need I write more?

SALVATION CONFIRMED

The miracles of Jesus were given to prove the power He has in store for our souls.  Jesus healed a man in order for people to know that “…the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins…” (Mark 2:10).  A nobleman with a sick son entreated Jesus to come and heal his son.  Jesus said to him:  “Except ye see signs and wonders, ye will not believe” (John 4:48).  Because the miracles were given as proof, they were servants to the greater issues--salvation, everlasting life. 


However, the miracles of Jesus did not create believers.  One could behold a most impressive miracle and yet walk away.  Consider Judas Iscariot, a man who witnessed much more than many of the disciples of Jesus.  He was a constant traveling companion of Jesus, a chosen apostle who was being prepared for a wonderful undertaking.  Yet for all of that, his own doubt caused him to betray Jesus and commit suicide.  Even the council of those who planned Jesus' death could not deny His power:  “What shall we do? For this Man works many signs…” (John 11:47).  Therefore, the miracles were performed as a sufficient reason to believe, but not to enforce belief.  They served to convict:  “If I had not done among them the works which no one else did, they would have no sin; but now they have seen and also hated both Me and My Father” (John 15:24).

In reference to an earlier assertion, the most persistent purpose of miracles was to “confirm the word.”  The Bible teaches that the disciples “…went out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the word through the accompanying signs” (Mark 16:20).  The personal witness of Jesus' apostles was augmented and confirmed to sufficiently bind us in conviction.  “How shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by those who heard Him, God also bearing witness both with signs and wonders, with various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His own will?”  (Hebrews 2:3, 4).
THE ENDURING TESTIMONY


The written testimony of the miracles surpasses the miracles themselves in that “the word of the Lord endures forever” (1 Peter 1:25).  The Lord Himself said:  “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away” (Matthew 24:35).  On the other hand, the first century miracles were of brief duration, all recipients eventually died.  No healing hand prevented them from entering the grave.  The Bible's record of the miracles is sufficient to our needs:  “…these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name” (John 20:31).  The superiority of the established testimony over miracles is again borne out by the account of the rich man and Lazarus.  The rich man wanted Abraham to send Lazarus back to his brothers.  Abraham said:  “...If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one rise from the dead” (Luke 16:31).  Like the brothers of the rich man, we do not need a miracle to believe.  The written testimony is enough.  Therefore the responsibility for faith is ours, whether or not we have a heart willing for the truth.


At this point it might be well to understand the resurrection of Jesus was not one of the miracles (as I am using the word) of the New Testament.  It was/is the reality of everlasting life which is promised to all who obey Him.  Miracles were performed to bear witness to this ultimate truth of Jesus' power over the grave.  The written testimony of the miracles as conjoined with the history and teaching of salvation  is sufficient for us to be persuaded of His resurrection.

SIGNS OF AN APOSTLE


Since miracles were performed to verify the truth, it makes sense that the men to whom God gave responsibility for establishing this truth would be the ones through whom the power of miracles would proceed.  So it was in the church's infancy:  “Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were done through the apostles” (Acts 2:43).  Later, when Philip preached the gospel in a Samaritan city, souls were converted.  When the apostles heard about this they sent fellow apostles Peter and John.  These men prayed and laid hands on the believers.  As a result, the Holy Spirit was given in the form of miraculous power.  Simon, the former sorcerer, knew what the superior power was--it was the ability to lay hands on others for them to receive miraculous powers.  When offered money for this power, Peter responded:  “Your money perish with you, because you thought that the gift of God could be purchased with money!” (Acts 8:20).  Peter called this ability to transmit the Holy Spirit unto miraculous gifts “the gift of God.” It was a gift given to a select few.  Paul the apostle told the Corinthians:  “Truly the signs of an apostle were accomplished among you with all perseverance, in signs and wonders and mighty deeds” (2 Corinthians 12:12).  There were signs exclusively given to the apostles of Jesus Christ, one of which was the ability to lay hands on others for giving the Holy Spirit unto working miracles (I believe the other was the fact they could perform miracles without someone laying hands on them, as well as possessing all spiritual gifts).  No wonder Paul's letter to the Romans included this line:  “For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift, so that you may be established…” (Romans 1:11).  When the apostles began to decrease by reason of death, so also the transmission of spiritual gifts decreased.  And why should it not have been so? With great power the testimony of the Gospel was fully established including a vast amount of teaching and prophecy, so that nothing additional was needed. 

SENSIBLE OBSERVATIONS


When reports of a miracle are heard we should compare such with what is written in the Bible.  The miracles of the Bible were powerful:  amputees (the maimed) had limbs restored;  the rotting corpse of Lazarus was renewed to life;  the blind (eyes milky and dead) were healed. Even the detractors of Jesus could not deny these things, though they denied Him:  “Give God the glory!  We know that this Man is a sinner” (John 9:24).  But one has to shrug when we hear of cancer disappearing (it happens to unbelievers, too), headaches going away, wheel chair bound folks staggering around a bit, a leg that seems shorter being restored (tight muscles relaxing).  But are the maimed, the blind, the shriveled limbs of the lame brought to full restoration?  Where are they?  One might say, “You can't see this because you don't believe.”  Remember what the Bible reveals--unbelievers knew the miracles truly happened.  The Pharisees knew a man born blind was healed (John 9:24).  The council of the Jews knew Lazarus was raised (John 11:47; 12:9-11). They also knew a forty year old man lame from birth, and could not deny he was healed (Acts 4:14-16).  They did not, could not, argue these facts.  

Will you consider an example of common observation that anyone can employ?  I am paraphrasing the observation of a dear brother by the name of Vernon “Chick” Smith, who is now asleep in the Lord:  “In the rural area where I live, people pretty much know each other, and news gets around.  Over the years we've had many invitations by certain religious groups to 'come see a miracle.'  After all this time we still have the same blind, deaf, and maimed.”   His point of view is pretty easy to understand.  We can see the same thing.  All we have to do is weigh the Bible's description of miracles against what is currently professed. 


Do you believe the Bible?  Do you believe in the completeness of its testimony?  Then there is no need to look for a miracle to be performed.  Are you looking for someone to perform a miracle?  Then it stands to reason that you expect God to do more than what already has been done for us all. “…these things we write to you that your joy may be full” (I John 1:4).
