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What’s the leading cause of death each year in the United States?  Depends on who’s counting.  In 2006, the CDC recorded over 600,000 deaths from heart disease.   The same year cancer took 500,000 Americans.  Stroke claimed another 140,000 lives.  Still, though, these numbers combined can’t match the lives lost to America’s number one killer – abortion.  Every year more than 1.4 million abortions are performed in the US, but you won’t find this statistic numbered with other official causes of death in our country.  For many Americans, including the leaders in our Federal government, abortion is merely a last resort for preventing human life, not taking it.  

We’ve heard the arguments of the pro-life and pro-choice camps.  We know the opinion of the Judiciary.  These social paradigms will change and political agendas will continue to mottle the real issues in this debate.  Yet in all of our speculation their remains just one dependable source of truth – the Lord our God.  Only God is the author of life and only he can define it.  What does the Creator says about abortion?

WORD STUDY

We won’t find the term abortion in the Bible, but we can still be sure of the Lord’s opinion on the subject.  The precise language of the Bible helps to define the way the Lord sees life inside the womb.  The English language, however, has a way of complicating the nature of the life before birth.  With words like zygote, blastocyst, and, later in prenatal development, fetus, the child is stripped of its identity as a real human being.  These descriptive terms are in themselves harmless and are perhaps useful in a medical setting, but they may at times help to disguise what is really happening when a pregnancy is terminated through abortion.  In biblical terminology, this problem doesn’t exist as there is no real distinction made between a child that is born and one this is still in the womb.  The writers of the Bible used the same words to describe every stage of human development.  Different words, evidently, were unnecessary.

Two terms in the Old Testament and one from the New Testament seem to illustrate this point most clearly.  The first word, yeled, is a Hebrew word meaning something born, a child, a young man or woman.  In most places in the Bible we find this term being used as we might expect.  Genesis 21:8 and Exodus 2:6 use the phrase to describe young children or infants.  In 2 Kings 4:18 the term is applied to a young man.  What we may not have anticipated is that the same word, yeled, used to describe infants, children, and a young man, is the term used in describing an unborn child in the Bible.  Exodus 21:22 says, “If men strive, and hurt a woman with child, so that her fruit (yeled) depart from her…” (KJV).  The Lord identifies the born and the unborn with the same word.  Why?  It must be because to God a child in the womb is as much a human being as one already born.

A study of another biblical word yields the same conclusion on God’s language in the Bible.  As Job agonized over his trials, he makes a curious remark.  He says in Job 3:16, “Or why was I not hidden like a stillborn child, Like infants who never saw light?” (NKJV).  Job was so distressed in his afflictions he wished he had never lived, like a stillborn child, an infant that never saw light.  It’s apparent what he means to say, but the implication behind his word usages confirms what we’ve already seen.  `Owlel, interpreted infant, is another Hebrew term usually referring to babies and young children (1 Samuel 15:3;  Joel 2:16), but is used by Job to describe a child that dies in the womb.  

Continuing into the New Testament the same consistent language is apparent.  Luke 1:41: “And it happened, when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, that the babe leaped in her womb….”  In this place, the word babe (brephos in Greek) clearly refers to the unborn child in Elizabeth’s womb.  In Luke 2:12, however, the same word refers to Jesus after his birth!   

In the womb or out if the womb, the Bible uses the same language because the Lord is describing the same thing – a human being, a child.  God doesn’t use different words because he doesn’t need different words.  Born or unborn a child is a child.

PERSONHOOD IN THE BIBLE

Biblical language is not the only case to be against abortion.  The Bible comments on life before birth in other places and in other ways that help clarify how our Creator must feel when we resort to abortion.  

God is the giver and sustainer of all life.  The Apostle Paul explains this concept to the Greeks in Athens.  He said in the book of Acts, “He gives to all life, breath, and all things… for in Him we live and move and have our being…” (Acts 17:25, 28).  All life exists through the providence of God, yet there seems to be something unique about his role in the creation of a human being that sets us apart from other forms of life.  Psalm 139:13-16 provides a stirring description of God’s intimate role in the formation of a human being in the womb.  David explains: “For You formed my inward parts; You covered me in my mother's womb.  I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; marvelous are Your works, and that my soul knows very well.  My frame was not hidden from You, when I was made in secret, and skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of the earth.  Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed.  And in Your book they all were written, the days fashioned for me, when as yet there were none of them.”  

The message of this passage should lead us towards some conclusions very different from the thinking of pro-abortion groups.  God knew David even before he was formed or born and acknowledged him as a unique human being while still in the womb.  At the point of conception, David became an individual with a unique identity and an arrangement of genes the world would never see again.  Even in the womb, David was his own person, not just an extension of his mother, not just a collection of cells and tissues.  Mother and child are separate entities with unique identities.  

PURPOSE IN CONCEPTION

Other implications from this passage should leave us with still more disturbed feelings toward abortion.  The passage in Psalms and other biblical references reveal that life in the womb is a direct result of God’s activity.  In other words, every human life conceived in the womb is created deliberately and purposefully by God.  The prophet Isaiah agrees with this point when he says in Isaiah 49:1, “…The LORD has called Me from the womb;  from the matrix of My mother He has made mention of My name.”  It is true that not every child is called by God with the same purpose as Isaiah, but every child is conceived purposefully.  Human life is not created outside of the will of God.  Like Isaiah, every child is placed in the womb by the work of God and is known by God even before conception.  To terminate the life of an unborn child is to end a life that God Himself provided.  

Repeating this thought, the Lord says in another place concerning the prophet Jeremiah, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you;  before you were born I sanctified you;  I ordained you a prophet to the nations.”  Even in the womb, Jeremiah existed only according to God’s purpose and was formed to fulfill God’s intentions.  A child is not an incidental and random combination of genetic material, it is a person created and called by God to satisfy the Lord’s will.  Every child, every birth, and every conception has a purpose given by God.  This purpose may or may not be as specific as that of Jeremiah, but each life in the womb is still created purposefully.    

CONCLUSION
As with every moral dilemma presented by society, it is critical to let the Bible speak first.  God may make no specific mention of the abortion through the Scriptures, but he certainly says enough to help us shape a biblical perspective on the subject.  Every child, even in the womb, is a precious and powerful demonstration of God’s goodness and omnipotence.  Every child is conceived by God’s will and is called to fulfill his will.  Even at the point of conception, every child has been implanted with a soul and an identity.  Born or unborn a child is a child and abortion, consequently, is murder.       
